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Lewis Joel, 9; heut. Walter Lookhart
Scott with W. J. Ferris, 7

; lieut. Bald-
win with Humbert, 81.

Border fray of Lord Brougham, 200.

Jiosjesman, outbreak of terocity, 112.

Braintrce church-rate case," judgment
given, 9.

Breach of promise—Gibbs v. Adams, Maid-
stone, 62

;
Nicholson v. Tin-nbuU, New-

castle-on-Tyne, 59.

Burglaries and house robberies—at Charle-
cote Lucy, 109

;
Mr. Cohen's, jeweller,

Newcastle, 249
;
at Wickham, St. Paul's,

Essex, 111
;
of a watchmaker at Halifax,

223; attempted burglary at Mr.Marston's,
gold-beater, Birmingham, 225 ; intreiiid

repulse by a servant girl at Congleton,
157

; curious discovery of, at Llanwaris,
59; attempted burglary at Mr. Holford's,
Regent's park, 227

;
committal of the

thieves, 250, sentence, 269
; burglary

and murder at the Rev. Sir. HoUest's,
Primley, 222

;
in Kegent's-park, in Mr.

Marshall's house, 270.

Cabman's trick, a new, 249.

Calcraft, the hangman, summoned for

refusing to support his mother, 61.

Cauliflower, throwing, on the Victoria
theatre stage, 199.

Chloroform, charge of administering, with
criminal intent, 109

; rape efteeted by,
59; robberies, 38.

Combinations of workmen, 272.

Conspiring to cheat, conviction for, 15S.

Credulity, extraordinary case at Islington,
40.

Crime, juvenile adepts in, 110, 111, 183;
punished in perpetration at Hove, 108 ;

Derby, 229.

Criminal information against theQuarteily
Review, 109.

Cruelty to a workhouse child, 62, 112, 181.

Cutting and wounding, trial of A. Hicks

for, 158.

Defamation used as a defence, 109.

Disturbance at St. Barnabas church, 252.
Divorce bills— rev. E. J. Ashby's, 132

;

lieut-eol. Cautley, 111
; Mr. Cobbe, 82

;

Hall, 181
;

earl of Lincoln, 130
; reversal

of judgment, P.aterson v. Paterson, 180;
King V. King, 270.

Domestic cruelty, Mr. and Mrs. Sloane,
271.

Electric telegraph company charged with
favouritism, 109.

Elopement extraordinary, 183.

Emigration candidates, il3.

Endangf ring the hves of nine persons, con-
viction oi' the captain of a Richmond
steamer for, 199.

Evictions in Ireland, 160, 198.

Evidence given in a case of assault at Guild-

hall, 37.

Execution of Elias Lucas and Mary Reeder,
80.

False character, conviction of a servant for

using, 252.

False and malicious statements, dismissal
of a policeman for, 251.

Felony, an intended, discovered by a cat,
201.

Firing a wheat stack, a false accusation of,

183 ; incendiary agricultur.al fires, 226 ;

trial of Mary Savill for firing a stack of

oats, 60.

Flogging, a magisterial advocate of, 110.

Forgery of Admiraltv certificates, trial of

W. Smith and C. Niblctt for, 60 ;
on the

Austrian bank, 199
; altering a marriage

register, CO; of acceptances, Elizabeth

Ann Chambers, 131; Lewis Joel, 9;

Augustus Styles, 199 ; a servant's letter

of recommendation, 252; W. Threlfall,
270.

Fraudulent use of Alderman Farebrother's

name, 8
; obtaining money under false

pretences, 62, 82
; feigned death of a

child, 108; bogging imposture, 112;
begging letters to Prince Albert, 158

;

to the Duchess of Orleans, 199 ; begging
in shops, 224

; obtaining letters by fraud

from the post office, Leeds, 250.

Gamekeeper, two men shot at by a, county
court trial, 81.

Gorham v.Bishop of Exeter, decision of the

judicial committee of the Privy Council,
00

; arguments in the (lucen's Bench and
Arches' Court, 82; pubhc meetings, 82;
appeal to the Court of Common Pleas,
108; Court of Exchequer, 131, 157

; pro-
test tendered to the Arches' Court, UiO

;

formal admission of Mr. Gorham, 182.

Highwaymen, attack by, in Wales, on Mr
Apperly, 3S.

Ignorance, a deplorable case of, 7.

Hi conduct to his son, Mr. J. Waddingtnn
charged with, 62.

Ill usage of scholars, fine on the rev. H.
Meere, grammar school. Rochester, 62 ;

on a national schoolmaster, Paddiiigton,
10

;
on a schoolmaster, Withiel, Cornwall,

39.

Injunction against the site ot the exhi-
bition refused, 3, IfiO.

Inquest on Martha Joachim, an eccentric

lady, Mary-le-bone, 10
; .Mary Carpenter,

Southwark, 80 ; on two children found
drowned at Exeter, 38.

Insanity, from religious fanaticism, 109.

Insurance policy, refusal of the Albion

company to pay, 153.

Irish parochial mode of getting rid of their

poor, 133.

Labour, its lowest price and results, 80.

Libel actions for Mr. F. O'Connor, M. P.

V. the Nottingham Journal, 39
;
Don

Paciflco V. the Morning Herald, 253 ;

Count deThomar v. th" Morning Post, 8;
Miss 8ellon v. the Plymouth Journal, 108;
Smith V.Cook, 271.

'

Life in London, a scene from, 8.

Litigation, the spirit of, 159.

Loitering at a railway terminus, charge
of, 201.

Lunacy case of Mr. Pulteney W. Jtein, 224
;

Commission on Mr. A. H. M. Tollemache,
226.

Manslaughter of a child, verdict against
Captain Bushe, 200

;
of an Irish labourer,

against police sergeant Bushell, 225
;
of

her husband, trial of Jane Keitland for,

80; of Elizabeth Biggs, trial of, the

Southampton relieving officer for, 59 ; of

a child, trial of the Vauxhall bridge toll-

man for, 201.

Marital rights, refusal, of, 183.

Marriage registration, trial for a false, 133.

Medical students,disgraceful conduct of, 131.

Misery, a tale of, 79.

Mock agency office swindles, 103, 110, 132.

Mummy of a child discovered, 130.

Murders—agrarian, in Ireland, Tipperarv,
198, 230

;
Edward Hurley, Ballinahincii,

13
; Mauleverer, land agent, 112

;
murder

of a child at Gravesend, by her aunt,
183

;
a death-bed confession of, 39 ;

discovery of a murder at Frome, 79
;
au

old murder at Skipton, 130
;
a double

murder'near Edinburgh by a lunatic, 61
;

murder of John Ellis, on board ship.
New Zealand, 198

;
murder by poison of

Mrs. Page, Stow, by her servant, 250
;

murder of his son by a labourer, 131 ;

supposed murder of a child, 130; murder
and outrage at Leeds, by Irish emi-

gr.ants, 251
;
murder and suicide of Dr.

Creighton, Ballinagh, 200
;
murdor and

suicide of Alexander and Mrs. Novelli,
at Manchester, 9

;
murder and suicide

near Halifax, 61
;
committal of W. Hen-

* ison for poisoning his wife, 81 ; convic-

tion for bigamy and murder, 183;
committal of Thomas Drury for the
murder of Jael Denny, 227 ; of two
Irishmen for the murder of awoman near

Newport, 79; their conviction, 182; of

John Lambourn for the murder of his

wife, 225 ; of A.Moir, baker, for beating
his wife to death, 62; conviction, 110

;

trial of John A ger, for murder, UiO; by
stabbing from jealousy of the Birds for

the murder of j\Iary Ann Parsons, 62 ;

second trial, 181
; by starvation, Eliza-

beth Bubb, of Maria Hood, 183; by
poison,W. Ch.adwick, of S.Turnclitre,lSO;

by poison, Hannah Curtis, of her hus-

band, 183; Thomas Denny, of his child, by
stabbing, 79

;
Sarah Drake, other bastard

son, by strangling, 8
;
Patrick Foibes,

for the murder of his wife, 181 ; Andrew
FoiTcst, of a gamekeeper by shooting, 7

;

A. Levy, of his wife, by stabbing, 80
;

Williaiii Ross, of his wile by poison, 1^0 ;

Thomas Waters, attempt to murder his

wife, 270 ; murder in France, 272.

Neglect of poor law officers, death from

hunger and starvation through, 224;
death of a tailor's apprentice from

neglect, 228.
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Omnibus law, an exposition of, 10.

Orion, triuls of tlic cajitaiii and mates of,

for neglect of duty, 198.

Pate, Robert, a.'^sault by, on her Majesty,
133 ; trial, 1.58, i:9.

Pawning shirts, conviction of Kosina
Herbert for, 226.

Penny theatres, morale of. 111.

Perjury by Mary Ann Doe, 270.

Picking pockets, an affecting case, 82
; a

juvenile iriekpocket, 224 ; gang of pick-

pockets at Newmarket fair, 353.

Provisional committee men, non-liability

of, 184.

Railway companies, irresponsibility of, for

the acts of their servants, 109 ; caution
to railway travellers, ItfS.

Rapes effected by chloroform, 59.

Receiving stolen plate, charge against Mr.
H. Sirrel, 225.

Refusing to maintain his parents, a trades-

man summoned for, 226.

Refusing to move on, conviction of street

musicians for, 200.

Rents, attempted recovery of, at Snigs
End, 198.

Revolt in the Barham imion workhouse,
12.

Robbery and attempted murder of Mr.

Cureton, 221 ; impudent robbei'v at

Clerkenwell, 10
;
of Mr.F. n. .lewitt, by

chloroform, 35
;
of Mr. Barnet Lea, 38

;

an incorrigible young thief, 222
; robbeiy

in the Strand, 272.

Sanitary condition of a merchantman,
death from, 221.

Savings' banks defalcations, St. Helen's,
40 ; Scarborough, 41

;
Market Weighton,

111.

Seamen's wages, judgments given in

claims for, 39, 199.

Seditious language, arrest for, 157.

Seduction, case of, 60, 109.

Sheep stealing by two yoimg women at

Croydon, 7, 38.

Shooting at his sweetheart, trial of John
Humble for, 79.

Shoplifting, respectable, 131.

Slander, actions for, Barry v. Reid, 157
;

Nolan V. Pettigrew, 63.

Smithfield cruelty, illusti'ations of, 81.

Stabling— a policeman, trial of Dr.
Blackman for, 8

;
a child charged with

stabbing, ISO.

Stealing—hTOcmM, a frivolous case, 132
;

iir a clothes market, tactics of the

Petticoat-lane thieves, 225
;
a hardened

offender in, 132
; stealing a penny, 199

;

labbit skins, by a poUceman, 38 ; silk,

committal for," 226 ;
a draper charged

with stealing silk, 250; a disagreeable
short imprisonment for, 132

;
committal

of Walter Watts, for defrauding the

Globe Office, 80; conviction, 110, 133;
his sentence and suicide, 159.

Strangulation, robbery by, 272.

Suicide—of Col. Craigie, by cutting his

throat, 132
;

of Mr. Pennington, with a

pistol, 251
;

of a girl from seduction,

225; from a love phrenzy, 122; attempted
suicide by an unfortunate female, 62;

deliberate suicide of a child by drowning,
133 ; of E. F. Hunt, by drowning, at

Bath, 38
;

of Henry Jackson, by drown-

ing, 40; of H. F. Stephan, from the

Duke of York's Column, 111; of Elizabeth

Bees, by hanging, 180; of a publican at

Woolwich, by hanging, GO
; suicide and

attempt at nmrder at Yarmouth, 131
;

suicide by jjoison of Mr. E. Dundus
Perceval, 80; of Mr. Robert Rouse by
poison, 14 ; of Mr. W. Symes in a cab by
poison, 250

;
of Mr. J. J. Winstanly by

poison, 14
; of Robert Dundas Jones, by

poison, 134
;

of Robert Kemp, on the
South Western railway, 131

;
of John

Walker, by poison and razor wounds,
41

;
of Mary Ann Weed, by drowning,

11; of a servant girl from" Blackfriars

bridge, 251 ;
from Southwark bridge,

133; suicide and murder from insanity
in the United States, 161 ; by Mr. Spence,
the barrister, 272.

Summary punishments, operation of, 108.

Superb, committal of the captain and mate
for neglect of duty, 222.

Swindle, an ingenious, 8.

Threatening violence, imprisonment for,
i;',l.

Throwing a bottle from a railway carriage,
arrest for, 201

; throwing his wife out of
a window, trial of D. Donovan for, 159.

Ticket shops, Oxford-street, caution to the

public, 199.

Wreckers, assatilt of, on the Lowestoffe

Bteamer, 228.

ACCIDENT AND DISASTER.

Aerostation, fatal accident from, 113, 202.

Blows at a protectionist fray, death from,
40.

Chlorofoiin, use of, 136, 101.
Crushed to death, 134, 130.

Cut to pieces by a brick-making machine,
230.

Christmas tree, accident from, 13.

Delirium tremens, death from, 14.

Detiinating powder, fatal explosion of, 112.

Drinking spirits to excess, death from, 229.

Drowning, loss of four lives at Bristol, 229;
two chddren at Wetwang, 203; four

persons at Devonport, 42
;
schoolmaster

and pupil at Harapstead ponds, 134
;

accidental drowning of the judge of the

county court, Liverpool, 64; MissStoner
overtaken by the tide, 161; of a police-
man in pursuit of a thief, 12 ; in the

Serpentine, 12, 134, 136
;
run down by a

steamer, 160
;
rescue of two children by

a national guard, 202
; a narrow escape

from drowning, 134.

Explosions of engine boilers, 273.

Extraction of a pin, death from, 83.

Fall of a cotton factory, Stockport, 184; of

the roof. Bricklayers' Arms station, 184
;

death from a fall at Hastings castle, 202
;

from falling from a dog cart, 229
;
Miss

Seymour, from a fall from horseback,
134; Miss Craven, from a fall from
Durdham Down cliffs, 64

;
of a servant

girl from a window-sill, 134; of a painter,
from a water-spout, 42

; death from
falling into a canal lock, 13

; into an old

coal pit, 38
; out of a railway carriage,

229
;

imder a bathing machine, 135
;

under an ironroller, 113
; under a timber

waggon, 113
; from a fall whilst per-

forming feats of tumbling, 208.
Fire arms, death from incautious use of,

12, 134, 101.

Fire-damp, colliery explosions, loss of
nineteen lives at Airdrie, 161

;
three at

Coed Poeth, 229
; thirteen at Haydock,

63; nineat Haydock, 254; twenty-six at

Houghton, 254
; five at Marsden, 83

;

two at Singing Clough, 254
;
thirteen at

little Usworth, Washington, 134.
Fires— St. Anne's, Limehouse, 04; village

of Ashwell, Herts, 41
; Mr. Bennington's,

Bermondsev, 230
;
Buchanan house. Loch

Lomond, 14
; Clay-hill hall, Enfield, 42 ;

chemical light factory, Finsbury, 254
;

incendiary, at Girton, Cambridge, 14;
at Gravesend, 184; a second, 203; fatal at

the workhouse hospital, Killarney, 13; at

M'CuUoch and Co's., Bishopsgatc-street,
42

;
in Slark-lane, 203

; Mulholland flax

mills, Belfast, 41
;
model prison, Pavk-

hurst, 184; Phoonix-street, Soho, 135;
Southwark-bridgc-road, 229

; Messrs.
Westhead's warehouses, Manchester,
63

; narrow escape of Wyndham club

house, 112
;

destruction of a timber-

yard and India-rubber nianufactory,
Westminster-road, 41 ; death of Miss

Paul, Highgrove, from taking fire, 63.

Firework factory, explosion, Spitalflelds,
202.

Foul-air, death from suffocation in a brew-

ery, 135.

Gale's (lieut.) landing in his balloon, at

Diepne, 161
; shocking death near Bor-

deaux, 202.

Gunpowder explosions, at the Faversham
powder mills, 230 ; Lostwithiel powder-
works, 112; Nor ris castle. Isle of Wight,
41

; Curtis .and Harvey's powder miUs,
Hounslow, 63.

Hunger and exhaustion, death from, 63;
destitution, 12

; starvation, 11, 159
;

want and exposure to cold, 13.

Hydrophobia, case of, near Edinburgh, 253.

Icebergs, destruction of shipping from, 133.

Lion queen killed by a tiger, at Chatham,
13.

Lion, a man injured by, in Wombwell's
menagerie, 254.

Mysterious death at Clapham, 112.

Naphtha explosions, at Tottenham-court-

road, 14; distillery, Finsburv, 42; at

New Wortley, 03
; Leeds, 230

;
Roman

Catholic school, Seacombe, 254.

Peel, capt., accident to, 134.

Poisoning, accidental, death of a family
from, 63.

Railway accidents. Eastern Counties, 83,

202, 203; East Lancashire, U, 202;
Eastern Union, 229; Lancashire and
Yorkshire, 42, 254

;
Midland Counties,

113
;
North Western, 202

; South West-

ern, S3, 101, 202, 230
;
Scottish Central,

184 ;
West Yorkshire, 41

; York, New-
castle, and Berwick, 40, 118; York and
Scarborough, 160; collisions at Strat-

ford, Leeds, and Selby, 273.

Shipwrecks, royal Adelaide, 82 ; Arcturus,
230

; Ariadne, Indiaman, 229
; Aurora,

230 ; Prince Arthur, steamer, 184;

Bridgetown, emigrant ship, 202
;
Cathe-

rine Charlotte, 12
;
Richard Dart, trans-

port, 10
; Edmond, emigrant ship, 255

;

Emma, 83
; Mary Florence, 228 ; Flori-

dian Helen, from a collision, 41 ; Howard,
83; Indian, east indiaman, 201; Juffrow

Jautze, 229
;
L. Z., from New York, 42

;

L'Aigle, French war brig, 160
; Lincoln,

struck with lightning, 83
; Manchester,

indiaman, 229; Mary, 11; Nereid,

indiaman, 229; Orion, steamer, 135;
trial of the master and mate, 198 ; em-
peror of Russia's steam yacht, Peterhoff,
253

; Polka, steamer, 203
; Superb,

steamer, 203 ; committal of the master
and mate, 222 ; Providence, 230

;
re-

markable sliipwTeck of the Star, 134;

Siilimary, Indiaman, 160 ; Teresa Jane,
83

;
William Rushton, run down by the

Minerva steamer, 184; collision and
loss of life on lake Erie, 113

;
return of

shipwrecked emigrants, 112.

Snow storm, death of Rachel Riach in, 13.

Sontag's, Madame, escape from a snow-

drift, 11.

Steam-boat explosion, Red Rover, Bristol,
161.

Storm, the, of Feb. 5, 6, 41 ; Oct. 6, 7, 229 ;

destructive storm at Dublin, 84
;
thunder

storm, 161.

Sudden death, from affection of- the heart,
of James Dodsley Tawney, 7

;
of the

rev. Spencer Thornton, 13 ; from a fit,

of Mr. Johnstone, scene-painter, 113.

Tide, unusual height of, in the Thames, 14.

Waterspout in the Bristol channel, 83.

FOREIGN AND COLONIAL.

Africa—proceedings of the Cape Anti-eon-

viet Association, 18, 83; affair with pirates
in the river Sebia, 46

; discovery of a great
inland lake, 68; Jewish martyrdom in

Morocco, 70; Natal, 88; resignation of

the popular members at the Cape, 259
;

improvements of the overland route, 92
;

cholera in Egypt, 188
; Aleppo, 278.

Australia—female emigration movements,
18, 19

;
arrival of Smith O'Brien, &c.,

68, 88, 188 ; founding of an university,
87

;
destruction of the New Caledonian

settlements, 115 ; coal fields. Port Philip,

188
;
financial returns, 188

;
Dr. Lang's

agitation, 208, 234, 277 ;
Australian

mining company, 234
;
measures of the

Sydney council, 2G0 ;
hazardous expe-

dition of the lieut.-governor of New
Zealand, 260 ; public meeting at Sydney,
276

;
Smith O'Brien's attempt to escape,

277.

-Austria—the families of the Hungarian
leaders, 21

;
snow storm at Weiselbergh,

46 ; calamity at Hergott, 237.

Belgium, disastrous inundations in, 190;
death of the (jucen, 236.

British America—dismissal of annexation

magistrates, 18; electioneering struggle,
4i

;
fire at Montreal, 208 ;

at Frederic-

ton, 259.

Canada—removal of scat of government,
276

; temperance meeting, riot at, 276.;-

China—destruction of a pirate fleet at
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Iloo-nons, IS; death of the emperor,
118

; exports from Canton, 188
;
mor-

tality at Hong- Kong, 234
; pu-atical mu-

tmy"at Ilong Kong, 259.

Costa-Rica, progress of the South American
state of, 214.

Denmark—war with Schleswig-Holstein,

119, 212, 237 ; Morganatic marriage of

theliiug, 212.

France—absolutist attempts of the presi-

dent, 20, 189, 209
;
debate on public in-

struction, 20 ; disastrous fall of snow, 20
;

wholesale poisoning, 20, 21
; popular

disturbances, 45, 68
; return of socialist

candidates in Paris, C8
; expulsion of

vagi'ants from Paris, 89; president in-

sulted, 90
; calamity at Angers, 90

;
arrest

of a notorious murderer, 91
; stringent

measures against the press, 11", 165;
recall of the French ambassador from

England, 117; new electoral law, HO ;

increase of the president's salary, 141 ;

his journey through the prorinc'es, 189,

209; navalreview, Cherbourg, 210; feud
with general C'hangarnier, 236

; legiti-
mist congress, ^\iesbaden, 189; legiti-

mist split, 211
; president's message, 261

;

anniversary of president's election, 277;
proceedings in the assembly, 277.

Germany, 21
;
new Prussian constitution,

46
; German league, 69

; Erfurt parlia-

ment, 70, 117; attempt on the king of

Prussia's life, 117; Frankfort congress,
189

; speech of the king of Prussia on
German unity, 211

; flight of the elector

of Hesse Cassel, 211, 237
; treaty with

Denmark, 211 ; the peace congress at

Frankfort, 212 ; slaughter of Circassian
volunteers at Posen, 238 ; opening of the
Prussian chambers, speech of the king,
261

; convention of Ohnutz, and con-
ferences at Dresden, 277.

Greece, blockade of, by admiral Parker, 46
;

cessation, 70; adjustment of terms, 118.

India—adventures of Drs. Campbell and
Hosken on the Thibet frontier, 1 8

; gene-
ral order of sir C. Napier, 44

; mutiny of
a native regiment, 67, 87

; skirmishing
in the Kohat hills, 86

;
in Oude, 140,

234 ;
a suttee, 140

; powder explosion at

Benares, 164
;
the koh-i-noor diamond,

164; resignation of sir C.Napier, 187;
suicide of col. King, 207

; revolt of .Sikh

prisoners, 208.

Italy—N.aples, 46, 142 ; Piedmont, 189, 238 ;

Home, prevalence of murder in, 46
; re-

turn of pope Pius IX., 91, 117
; creation

of cardinals, 237 ; Tuscany, 238
;

Sar-

dinia, 278
; Spain, 278.

Netherlands—openuigof the states- general,
237.

Persia, conspiracy in, 142.

Portugal— opening of the Cortes, 21
;

de-

hates, 46
;
claims of America, 166.

Russia—recent conspiracy in, 21.

Sandwich Islands, 238.

Spain—ministerial crisis, 69; diplomatic

relations with England renewed, 91 '<

palace intrigues, 117
;

bull fight, 141 ;

queen's accouchement, 166; elections for

the Cortes, 212
;

its opening, 2i;2.

Sweden—conflagration at Drottinghalm, 21 .

Turkey, renewed diplomatic relations with

Russia, 21, 70
;
intense cold, 70

;
destruc-

tion of the flag ship, 262
;

christian

massacre, Aleppo, 262.

United States— president's message, 22 ;

Hungarian refugees, 22
;

rush for

California, 22, 142 ; slavery question,
46,70, 118; trial of professor Webster,
92; his confession, 166

; execution, 213;
death of Mr. Calhoun, 92

; stoppage of

cotton mills, 118; buccaneering excursion
to Cuba, 142

;
death of general Taylor,

166
; conflagration at San Francisco,

166
;

the compromise bill, 190
;

tailors

riot. New York, 191
; the new adminis-

tration, 190 ; passing of the fugitive
slave bill, 213, 238, 263

; Jenny Lind

mania, 213, 238
;

state of the golden
diggings, 213, 233

; president's message,
278.

West Indies—financial measures of the

Jamaica house of assembly, IS
;

anti-

slavery meetings, Barbados, 18; piracy
at St. Thomas, 87

;
tornado in the

Bahamas, 87
;

coolie emigration, 188
;

cotton cultm-e, 20S, 234; cholera, 259;
further accounts of cholera, 276.

LITERATURE AND ART.

Arts, Society of, prizes ofiered for 1851
215.

Books—briefly noticed. Alton Locke, 191
;

Amari's Sicilian Vespers, 263 ; Baxter's
Southern and Central Europe, 47

;

Baroness von Beck's Adventures in

Hungary, 263
; Carlyie's Latter-Day

Pamphlets, 47
;

Catheart's Russian and
German Campaipns, 94

; Charles V.,

Correspondence of, 167
; Chesney's Ex-

pedition to the Euphrates, 119; Chris-

tianity in Ceylon, 279; Christmas with
the Poets, 279

;
Cochrane's Young Italy,

167
; Coleridge's Essays on his own

Times, 94 ; Life of Andrew Combe, 94
;

Conversations with Goethe, 279
; Miss

Cooper's Riural Hours, 214; Correspond-
ence of Sir Isaac Newton, 279

;
Mrs.

Crowe's Light and Darkness, 239
;
Cum-

ming's Hunter's Life in South Africa,
143 ; D'lsraeli's Commentaries on the

reign of Charles I., 279
;
Dixon's London

Prisons, 23; Dynamical Theory of the

Earth, 279
; Dyce's edition of Kit Mar-

lowe, 23 ; Evelyn's Diary and Corre-

spondence, 47; Grote's History of Greece,
71 ; Head's Defenceless State of England,
263 ; Guizot's English Revolution, 47

;

Field's Life of Howard, 143
; Ivnight

Hunt's Fourth Estate, 94 ; Leigh Hunt's

Auto-biography, 143 ; Mrs. Jameson's

Legends of the Monastic Orders, 191
;

Kay's Social Condition and Education in

England and Europe, 94
; Kenrick's

Egj-pt under the Pharaohs, 197
; Kickle-

burys on the Rhine, 279
; Klapka's War

in Hungary, 94
; Knight's Life of Shaks-

pcre, 94
; Laing's Social and Political

State of the European People, 94
;

Latham's Varieties of Man, 191 ; Levi
Leone on Commercial Law, 239

;
Lin-

gard's History of England, 71
; Lyrics

of the Heart, 279
; Mackay's Progress of

the Intellect, 143 ; MacFarlane's Turkey
and its Destiny, 47

; Makamet of Harni",
translation of, 263 ; Margohouth's Pil-

grimage, 239 ;
Mazzini's Royalty and

Republicanism in Italy, 239 ; Memoirs
of Cardinal Pacca, 47 ; Merivale's Rome
under the Empire, 93

;
The Moorland

Cottage, 279; Mure's Language and
Literature of Ancient Greece, 93; New-
man's Phases of Faith, 119; Norman on
the Pressure of Taxation, 71; Pamphlets
on Papal ,\ggi'ession, 279; Henry Rogers'
Essays, 118 ; Sedgwick's University Stu-

dies, 191
; Sydney Smith's Moral Philo-

sophy, 94
; Spectator

—re-issue of the

Coverly papers, 139; Strickland's Queens
of Scotland, 243

; Tales, by the Author
of " Jane Eyre," 279

; Bayard Taylor's
El Dorado, 119

;
Ticknor's Spanish Lite-

rature, 23
;
Townshend's Jlodern State

Ti-ials, 118; Village Notary, 47
; Wailly's

Stella and Vanessa, 191 ; Robert Plumer
Ward's Memoir's, 143 ;

Wordsworth's

Prelude, 167.

Music, Beethoven quartelt society, 95
;

Eisteddfod, 215
; grand national con-

certs, 239
; Jenny Lind, concerts of,

143, 191
;

musical festival, Gloucester,
215

;
musical union, 95 ;

Her Majesty's
Italian Opera, 71, 95, 119, 14.3, 191;

Royal Italian, 71, 95, 119, 143, 191;
Philharmonic Societv's concerts, 71, 95,

119, 143.

Nelson column, basreliefs, 94.

Nineveh, Mr. Lavard's excavations at, 95,

139, 239.

Pictures, sale of the Barbarigi gallery,
191

;
of the Hague collection, 190, 191 ;

opening of the British Institution, 143 ;

of the gallery of the National Institution,

94; Royal Academy, 119; Society of

Water Colours, 119
;
New Society of

Water Colours, 94
;

removal of the

Vernon gallery, 191; number of pictures

imported in 1849, 94.

Planet, discovery'of a new, 215.

Seaford, removal of cliffs at, 215.

Theatres, Adelphi, 95, 119, 263; Drurv
Lane, 95, 119; llaym.arket, 71, 95, 119",

263; Lvceum, 95, 119, 263; Olympic,
71, 23," 47, 263 ; Princess's, 95, 239,
2S3

;
Sadler's Wells, 47, 263 ; Saint

James's, 23, 95, 167; Strand, 71, 95,

119, 143; Surrey, 47; Mr. Macready's
farewell performances, 263.
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'THE NEW YEAE has opened with a discussion which would seem to exhibit the world getting suddenly
-'- too old to remember rightly its own age. ^^^letlle^ or not the first half of the century is completed, or must
wait another year, has been the subject of this eager dispute ; and it is not yet by any means settled. One
set of disputants maintain that the year One is completed before it begins, the other would niore reasonably
suggest that it must begin before it is completed. But then, retorts the logical dealer in subtleties, there is

a zero year before the absolute year can count, which explaios the apparent discrepancy ; just as there is a
zero pound while the shillings that compose it are being counted, and not till the twentieth shilling is flung
down does the pound absolute make its appearance. Whereto the practical man replies, that whether the year
One is to be counted at the end or beginning of its months, is all the same to him ; but that he clearly declines

to count number Two till he has had the full value of it, and that no conceivable number of unsubstantial

shillings could ever produce to his satisfaction any one substantial pound. Supposing a baby born on the

first year of a century, he may have been clearly a nothing baby for nine months precedmg ;
but would

anybody therefore call him nine months old at his birth 1 The logician again responding not less learnedly,
the question is left a profound puzzle, and as such must probably remain

; but we are decidedly of opinion
that for common-life purposes the practical view is the more convenient one, and that if we bargained to

subscribe for fifty copies of SouseJwld Words we would by no means be content with forty-nine plus

nothing.

Though the memory of the century is thus decrepit, however, let it not be supposed that it has not vigour
of life notwithstanding. There is nothing so common now-a-days as all kinds of professed ailments in midst
of the sturdiest evidences of health and strength. Nothing can equal the energy and vitality, for example,
with which the protectionists have been proclaiming all over England the entire collapse and absolute decease

of agricultural prosperity. In Worcester, Nottinghamshh-e, Edenbridge, Ross, Devonshire, York, Kent,

AValtham, and Northampton ;
in Bucks, Leicester, Horsham, Ely, and Stafford ; they have daUy, mthin the past

month, exhibited the activity and energy of a more than mortal despair. But it is plainly a case of Killing No
Murder, and the public look on enjoying the joke, as much as ever they enjoyed the venerable farce of that

uame. No year has opened during the present centui-y with more unequivocal indications on every side of

extraordinary commercial prosperity. In spite of such adverse events as the war in India, the Danish

blockade, aud the cholera, trade has made unequalled progress during the yeai- past, and the condition of the

Dulk of the people has been proportionately improved. Shipping, too, has inci-eased, as a matter of course,
with the increase of miports and exports ; the building yards are at present as full as the mills and factories ;

and the first year of the repeal of the navigation laws sees apparently firmer than ever the wooden walls of

Old England. Let the wooden heads take comfort, therefore ; and listen, with what patience they may, to

tlie admissions which Mr. Disraeli has again during the past month more than once emphatically repeated, as

to the utter impossibility of a present or speedy restoration of protection. Is it not strange, by the way, that

so clever a pereon as the protectionist orator cannot perceive, that in proportion as his o^vn hopes of seeing

protection restored have been declining (and less and less hopeful, from year to yeai-, has his language gradually

become), there must be a reason in the growing satisfaction of the people with the system that displaced it ?

Would it be possible to maintain free trade for a day beyond the time that the really preponderating interests

of the country demanded a re-imposition of protection ? The real tinith is, that the instinct of the difficulty of

returning to the old system possessed by all men out of top-boots and leathers, or in the least degree above the

lowest range of the bucolic intellect, is substantially a confession of the abuse which free trade had thrown down.
If the new an-angement were not just, or if the old one had not involved what was the reverse of just, change
would not now be so difficult or distant as it is confessed by Mr. Disraeli and the most ardent protectionists to

be. In a few more years, it is to be hoped, tliLs instinct will ripen into the sensible resolve of not desiring
to resume swaddling-clothes at all ;

in which case we shall have a manly effort to dispense altogether with

petting and coddling, and, after the fashion of Mr. Cobdcn at his farm in Sussex, shall see rents reduced,

game surrendered, land drained, trees cleared, fences moved, and, amidst all this, not only both farmers and
labourers employed and contented, but landlords cheerful and hopeful. Mr. Cobdeu went the other day to

Aylesbury, to give the farmers the benefit of that quite imprecedented strange agricultural experience ;

whereat the honest farmers at first began to hiss, then to laugh, and then to cheer.
'

It is clear that even

their's is not a case for despair. Even by them the signs of the times do not pass utterly disregarded; aud

such signs, advei'se to their wishes, have lately been niore than usually abundant. Protection has been

within these few days defeated in what was supposed to be its metropolitan stronghold, among the weavera

of Stepney ; at a meeting invoked against
" the present unfah- and i-uinous system of competition," backed

by all the pretences most likely to gull the well-meaning but half-informed artisan, and presided over by the

great guns of the "great central protection society itself
"

Against all these influences the working men
stood firm

; suppoi'ted their own views
; flung plentiful cold water over a notorious oratorical firebrand,

Mr. Oastler ; carried a series of sensible resolutions, to the effect that the best protection they desii-ed to
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have was tbe non-interference of Government with, trade, and the removal of all remaining impediments to

the free exercise of industry ;
and politely deposed the protectionist cliairman.

It is to be regi'etted that this example of politeness, however, has not as yet told generally on the gi'cat

body of the farmers. At Stafford, for instance, they enforced theu- differences of opinion with the loaded

ends of heavy riding-whips on the skulls of a party of radical shoemakers, who had mustered somewhat

strongly in the Town Hall. Indeed that sort of argument would appeal-, upon the whole, to have been the

most powerful reasoning employed by the farmers as a body, during the late meetings. The consequence of

its partial success at Stafford was its subsequent adoption, with various fortune, at Hinckley in Leicestershire,

and at Reading, Croydon, and Worcester ; for though both at Hinckley and in the latter city the top-boots and
leathers underwent decisive rout, and at Croydon it was a drawn battle, at Reading they as clearly got uppier-

most, and indeed came off with quite a triumphant victory. Their newspapers complacently record it. To
the spectators not engaged nothing whatever was audible, and nothing visible but a sea of hats bobbing up
and down like chopping waves in a tide-way, fists whirling in the air, and incidental glimpses of hand to hand
encounters in which bulky gentlemen in white top-coats "appeai-ed to great advantage." To much more

advantage, be it at least admitted, than the Lord Stanhopes, Mr. Newdegates, Lord Henry Bentincks, and

others, supposed to be their betters, who, instead of gallantly whirling fists in the air, have been basely

levelling vulgar imputations against Sir Robert Peel
; accusing him of having taken up free trade for no

higher motive than his own benefit, and reminding him that liars should have good memories. For the

latter saying Lord Stanhope more particularly is responsible.
The apophthegm, vulgar, false, and misplaced in that case, is not without point and application to another

incident of the month. Restless in his exile, the ex-railway monarch has made an attempt to emerge into

the world once again ;
but a too manifestly mdisci'eet one. His memory seems painfully short. He should

have waited quietly, used advantageously what he has not been obliged to regorge (and what could a hun-

dred thousand pounds matter out of such ill-gotten heaps as his), kept his kitchen warm, and sunk all further

allusions to reputation or character. With such props and supports he may still recommend himself as by
far too useful an instrument to a large class of •'

society
"
to be left to rust quite out of fashion. But foolishly

rejecting them, he now, forsooth, petitions the public for all sorts of consideration, on the ground of the
excited period in which the equivocal ti-ansactions occui-red, the multiplicity of concerns he had to superin-
tend and tlirect, the brief opportunities he bad for reflection, and the impossibility of giving sufficient attention

to public duties and private matters—as if the public memory were as convenient as his o^\ti, or the world
could have forgotten that the attention he had given out of his public duties to his private matters had been

only too sufficient ! Such pleas ad misericordiam might have been somev/hat less ridiculous, if the residt had
been less exclusively in Mr. Hudson's own favour ; but when a man, in the extreme of excitement, with

horribly brief opportunities for reflection, and with concerns to superintend and direct which occupy all

his energies, is nevertheless proved to have been continually filling his own pockets whUo he was emptying
those of others, "the impossibility of his giving sufficient attention to public duties" can hardly be admitted
to excuse his having somewhat over-attended to private ones. Mr. Hudson tiikes nothing by his motion. It

was a blunder.

So proved, most unexpectedly (to return to the theme of the month which has been oftenest renewed
and harped upon), the appeal of the protectionists to Ireland. One would have expected the Irish to cleave

to the fortunes of protection, as in foi'mer days the country stood by James the Second, and other exploded
things ; but the genius of blundering itself could not discover any possible supply of its wants in the certain

creation of a scarcity, and the attempted reaction has been generally a failure. Truly, the virtues of pro-
tection are so written on the face of Ireland that he who i-uns may read; and if success might have been
counted upon anywhere for unreasonable opinions, certainly that was the place for it—that generous but uuhajipy
land of delusions, that second enchanted island, so long under the spell of selfish euchantei'S. Yet, strange to say,
we have to repeat that even here, where the cap and bells belong to reason, and wisdom is the national Tom
o' Bedlapi, our protectionist friends make little or no advance. They succeeded in Kilmainham and Dublin

only by carefully shutting out the public. At Dunmanway, and in Cork, Cavan, and Donegal, free-trade

resolutions were carried at the protectionist mettings ; in the very pattern county of Down the protectionists
were beaten on their own ground, at the meeting they had themselves summoned; and one of the speakers,
an ardent repealer, sensibly explained in what way free-trade had benefited Ireland, by stimulating English
manufactures and so giving English employment to numbers of starving Irish, wthout the least apparent
notion that the argument told quite as forcibly against repeal as against protection. Thus, even while in a

rational and sensible course, the country still keeps up its character; and when things go right, they go, as

Gonzalo s;iys, by contraries. At Wexford and Longford, as in Down, there were meetings to which pro-
tectionists were summoned, and free-traders came ; and at Galway there suddenly rose such a storm of

contending motions and resolutions, that the leader of the protectionists forgot to make any motion at all !

However, if common sense is arrived at thus nonsensically in Ireland, it is surprising, on the other hand,
with what sensible and passionate earnestness nonsense is at the same time pursued. The movement

against rent, for example, becomes daily more and more formidable, and threatens to assume the worst

character of socialism. Being impracticable in its objects, its organisation is proportionately powerful. If it

had been limited to the better guardianship and security of the tenant, in all to which his labour and sacrifices

might justly entitle him, it would have been a practicable, obtainable, common-place thing, and nobody would
have lifted up his finger for it. As it is, it will doubtless attract and occupy all the disengaged enthusiasm of

the country, turn it into every kind of dangerous channel, and obstruct statesman-like exertion in every other

sound or beneficial direction.

But as little in England as in Ireland is there lack of matter for either censure or scorn. AVe have heard
too much lately of those disastrous cases which are so bitter a reproach to our civilization, where neglect and
actual starvation are left to m.urder the wretched, while officers, appointed by law to arrest such instruments
of murder, stare indifferently on. A miserable single woman, with her unborn chUd, dies of hunger and cold

at Southampton ; a mariied woman, poor and industrious but most unhappy, dies of absolute want and

neglect in Manchester; while the parish authorities, in both populous civilized cities, are no less than actual

parties, it may be said, to theso horrible calamities. More horrible still is the certainty, however, that such

cases, unseen, unheard of, silently suffered and undergone, are, in London, of even common occurrence. It
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would nevertheless appear to be a doubtful mercy to clear our streets and garrets of distressed women by
means of partial emigration subscriptions, with no attendant precaution against an immediate supply of
still larger numbers to run the same course of wretchedness. The enormous preponderance of the
female over the male population in London is attributable to those temptuig opportunities of employ-
ment existing in a great city, which lure so many girls to Loudon with utter inability to resist its

snares, with the laxity of morals that is more or less the result of country breeding, and with no pleasing
memory connected with the squalid homes they have left to aid in keeping them within the ways of virtue.
Such remedies do but film the ulcerous place, leaving the more grievous malady to fester unseen. What
has been the growth of the neglect of centuries cannot bo removed by the activity of a few earnest months
or yeare. The people must be educated, and their homes improved. More appalling even than the cases
which reveal depths of bodily destitution, arc those which now and then disclose the more startling depths
of mental ignorance and neglect concealed beneath our hollow shows of civilisation.

On the proposed swearing at Guildhall of a crossing-sweeper lad of fourteen, to witness an assault,
wo had not many days ago one of these appalling revelations. The boy looked so amazed on taking

" the
Book," that the worth}' Alderman was moved to question him on his moral condition ; whereupon it appeared
that he did not know what an oath was, that he did not know what a New Testament was, that he could
not read, that ho had never said his prayers, that he did not know what prayers were, that he did not know
what God was, tliat though he had heard of the Devil he did not know him, and that in fact all he knew was
how to sweep the ci'ossing; while manifestly prominent among the things ho did not know, was how to

speak other than the truth. The latter was not the inference, however, of the worthy magistrate ; he did
not recognise the excellent soil, only barren because no seed had boon sown there

;
but straightway, after

lamenting over the deplorable ignorance of the unfortunate child, he rejected his evidence peremptorily as that
of a creature who knew nothing whatever of the obligation to tell the truth. Now, admitting to its fullest

extent the brutal and lamentable ignorance which knew nothing out of the world or in the world

except to sweep the crossing, it is also clear that the ignorance extended equally to the arts of sub^,er-

fuge, dissimulation, and false pretences ; and that this boy's evidence was refused by the magistrate simply
because he did not know how to feign that he did know. Against himself, or rather against society to which
the shame belongs, he had borne true testimony; and therefore his testimony in regard to others was to be
excluded. The magistrate is not to be blamed ; the magisterial decision was strictlj' in accordance with the

practice of English jurisprudence : but it is surely high time to fling down suoh ridiculous barriers of custom
and prejudice, stumbling-blocks to truth as they uaust always be ; and, taking whatever evidence is proffered,

qiuuituia valeat, leave the judge and jui-y to discover the precise amount of value.

Another, and very different kind of examination, going on almost concurrently iu one of the superior
courts (that of a witness in a trial for forgery), elicited a series of facts as little credible, and quite as

disgraceful. Imagine a young gentleman, bearmg her Majesty's commission, ordering diamond rings one

day, and taking the diamonds out of their 'settings and exchanging them for money the next. Conceive
the same creditor being paid (with, of course, enormous deduction), by what he had himself supplied
not many days before. Imagine one creditor supplying the jewellery one month, by which another creditor

was paid the next month. Fancy a grown young man, of three or four and twenty, gravely deposing,
in a court of justice, that it was his habit to take rubies and diamonds out of then- settings "partly to

amuse himself by weighing them, and partly to see how they looked out of their settings," protesting at the
same time, that of what became of the settings he knew nothing. The trial ended in a veixlict of forgery ;

the victim foi'ged upon being this ingenuous youth ;
and one cannot help marvelling much that the task of

swindling such a gentleman should have involved anything so troublesome or dangerous as forgery. Mischief

is too precious a thing to be wasted, as Jonathan Wild remarks
; and never does forgery appear to have been

so tiirowu away as upon Lieutenant Clements. It was only to ask and have. It was an ordinaiy thing for

him to be satisfied with 250Z. in exchange for a bill for 500/.
;
and while almost all his dealings were by means

of jewellery, he gravely assured the Court, that he knew nothing whatever of its value. Moreover, his

memory, under examination, never amounted to more than an "
impression." The crossing-sweeper boy

knew everything of what he did not know, while the lieutenant of dragoons knew nothing of what he did
know. The one had used his opportunities to, at least, the extent of his means ; the other had thrown

away everything, means, opportunities, and friends. If the evidence of the one was rejected utterly, should
the evidence of the other have been implicitly received?

One fiuid word must be given to a case of too frequent occuiTence, and too vital importance to large
cliusses of unprotected and unfriended people, not to deserve active sympathy. A melancholy catastrophe
of fire at sea has re-opened the question often discussed as to the proper equipment of cmigi-ation ships.
There can be no question that the Caleb Grimshaw was neither provided nor commanded as she ought to

have been, and that such boats as she had, at the best quite insufficient for a service of real danger, were in

no coiiilition for use at the time of the accident. Some compulsory means should bo found of furnishing

every siicli ship with boats fit to carry large numbers in the heaviest sea, and of making it part of the daily

duty of seamen (proverbially negligent in such matters) to keep them always iu a state for launching and
for instant use.

NARRATIVE OF POLITICS.

1 HT. \y\<\\ residents in Manchester and Salford held a

puiilii- uni-tins on the 3rd, in the Corn Exchange, to

))restn^ an address to Mr. Jo' n Bi-ight, JM.P,, thanking
him fir the manner in which lie had Advocated the
C/aim-i at' Iri-linid Mr. Bright sj^ike at much lengtli,
de^crihitipr the manner in which tlie huul of Ireland is

elos. d ayaiiist the i;ulu-.try of its iieojile through its legal
possess! ,11 liy an alien or iiisoheut proprietary; and
iiidieatinn tlie measures which lie W'udil advise for the

redem]itiou of Ireland. The measnres wliieh heenuinc-
vuted included abolition of priiuoL;initui'e for undevised

property, and restrictions on its devise to lives not in

being ; registry of property ;
reduction of the enormous

charges for stamps for the sale and purchase of land ;

sccui-itv of tenure for the practical cultivators of the soil ;

abolition of the Established Church iu Ireland ;
extension

of the sufl'ragc ;
and rcinforceracnt of the representation

in the Imperial Parliament. He exhorted the intclli

gent and upright men of Ireland to come forth from

their isolation, and claim the aid of the English people
in forcing upon the government proper measures for

their country.
"

I look," he said,
" to the opening of

parliament with intense interest. We are ignorant
of what the government is about to do—of what Lord

i2
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JoTin Russell will undertake, Lord John Russell has

been praised for his courage and his sagacity. I will not

dispute his possession of these virtues
;
but the question

is—Has he courage and sagacity for the time in which he

Hves ? I hope that Lord John Russell may rise to the

great work that is before him. lie has an opportunity
of doing more for this country than almost any other

minister in our time. He might, I believe, add the

industry and the affections of millions to the wealth and

strength of this great empire. But if he should fail—
if he should prove himself to be the agent of a timid and a

selfish oligarchy, rather than the prime minister of the

crown and of the people—if he should not dare to do

these things, which in my conscience I believe he knows
to be necessary, even then we will not despair ;

for there

is growing up in England, and I hope in Ireland, a party
so strong and so numerous, that by and by it will leave

out only the pauperism at one end. of the scale, and it

may be the titled and the privileged at the other—it will

include almost the whole people."
A number of Protectionist Meetings have been held

this month ;
and at many of them, the object for which

they were called, has been entirely defeated. The
following have been most remarkable :

—
The Salisbury meeting, on the 4th, was interrupted

by the endeavours of a strong Free-trade party to pre-
vent the passing of the resolutions. Lord Nelson, the

chairman, being much interrupted by exclamations of

"Lower your rents!" threatened to have the inter-

rupters ejected. Much fighting and rioting ensued, in

the midst of which. Lord Nelson ventured to assume that

the resolutions were carried.

The Protectionists met an unexpected defeat at a public
meeting of the working classes, convened at Stepney, on
the 7th, in favour of Protection, and

"
against the present

unfair and ruinous system of competition." The meet-

ing was got up by the National Association for the

Organisation of Trades. Mr. George Frederick Young
presided; and was supported by Mr. Oastler, Mr. Paul

Foskett, and other members of the great Central Pro-
tection Society. Mr. Samuel Kydd and Mr. Alexander

Campbell represented the Protectionist Chartists ;
and

Mr. Clarke, a working man, represented the Chartists

who approve the political economy of the Free Traders.

Mr. Campbell, after stating that the meeting originated

entirely with the delegates of the London trades, a body
which had for its object the social and political improve-
ment of the working classes, moved a resolution

importing that it was the first duty of the government
and legislature to adopt measures for employing and

protecting the industrious population ;
and supported it

by a Protectionist speech. Mr. Clarke moved a direct

amendment to the resolution, which, he said, with all

its talk about protection said nothing about the greatest
of all protection

—the protection of the vote : his amend-
ment embraced greater freedom of trade, reduction of

taxation, and parliamentary reform. A stormy debate

ensued, the violence of which was heightened by the

appearance of Mr. Richard Oastler, who tried in vain to

obtain a hearing. Mr. Clarke moved that the chainnan
do leave the chair, as having lost the confidence of the

meeting ;
and the motion was carried. A Mr. Hackman

was voted into the chair ; but Mr. Young refused to quit
his place. A taproom chair was supplied, and was
" taken "

bythe new functionary ;
Mr. Clarke's resolution

was triumphantly carried
; the meeting was dissolved,

and the mass of it departed. When they were gone,
Mr. Young and some few faithful adherents attempted to

carry on the proceedings in the Protectionist sense.

Nothing more, however, was done than the passing of
votes of thanks to Mr. Oastler and Mr. Young ; who,
with their few supporters, finally dispersed, amidst the

hootings of the workmen that remained.
The Buckinrihamshire Protectionists had a meeting

at Great Marlow on the 8th. The main resolution
denounced the local taxation of real property as a serious

hardship. One of the speakers suggested, in preference,
the repeal of the malt-tax

;
but he was not listened to,

and the resolution was carried. The lead in the proceed-
ings was taken by Mr. Disraeli.
A Protectionist Meeting at Stafford on the 10th,

became the scene of a Violent Disturbance. The farmers
mustered 400 strong, the townspeople more numerous.

Lord St. Vincent moved that Lord Talbot take the
chair

;
and in the course of a speech said something

which raised shouts of disapprobation from the townsmen
;

the farmers »heered
;
and a contest of shouts led to a

contest of blows and missiles. Before long, weapons
were in use on both sides, blond was shed, and the
townsmen were ejected from the hall. Exasperated by
this defeat, they attacked tlie windows, and scoured the
streets for increased numbers to burst open the hall-doors.
"While Lord Talbot was speaking, a whole window-frame
was driven in by an immense stone cast against it.

Large stones flew about the room
;
and one which passed

close to Lord Talbot's head wounded a reporter on the

forehead, so seriously that he was removed to the Judges'
room for surgical aid. The crowd outside seemed about
to succeed in forcing open the hall-doors, and as it was
evident that the County Constabulary would be too weak
to resist them, a message was conveyed to the Mayor for

the aid of the town force. The Mayor is said to have
sent a refusal of the aid. As his message was delivered
the door was finally burst open and fighting was renewed
on the hall-floor. Mr. Adderley, the member, addressed
the disturbers on their dastardly conduct, telling them
with indignation that it convinced him of their unfitness

to be trusted with the suffrage they claimed. He hastily
moved an address to the Queen, praying for the dissolu-

tion of parliament, and the motion was seconded, but
the tumult becoming more and more dangerous, Lord
Talbot dissolved the meeting, and headed a body of

gentlemen and farmers in retreat to a neighbouring inn.

On the way, Lord Talbot received a heavy blow on the
chest from a brick

;
he coolly told the mob they were

acting very unlike Englishmen. Fighting was kept up
for an hour or more all over the town-square ;

numbers
were severely hurt, and the farmers were ultimately
fain to seek refuge in the hotels and raUway station.

A Protection Meeting at Reading, on the 19th, was
attended with Another Scene of Riot. The busi-

ness, from its commencement, was interrupted by
hostile cries, which soon led to a general battle between
the contending parties. In a short interval of compara-
tive quiet, the proceedings were resumed, but the riot

immediately recommenced. The IMarquis of Downshire,
who appeared among the Protectionists, tried persuasion,
but in a rather questionable way. "I am an Irishman,"
said the Marquis,

" and ask only fair play for all parties.
I attended a meeting the other day in the county of

Down, where arguments and common sense were put
down by a mob, and where, I am sori-y to say, we—the

respectability
—could not get a hearing. I am sorry to

say we were entirely beaten
;
but don't let j'ourselves

be beaten now. I am the last man in the room to

appeal to physical force; but I declare to you, if there

is any more row I '11 head some eight or ten farmers and
turn them out." The cheering that followed baffled

description. Mr. Wecdon (a Free-trader) rose to order
;

expostulated with the Sherift' for allowing such language,
unbecoming a magistrate, to issue from the platform ;

and, as the farmers took the hypothetical case of the

Marquis positively, and proceeded to undoubted physical
force, his Lordship again rose, and said—" Don't mis-

take me
;
I am no advocate for violence. I would only

expel those who disturb the meeting, and will not allow
fair play." The fight then raged more furiously than
ever. Several were hurled off th* scats at the end with

violence, and kicked ere passa7it to the door, while their

hats formed temporary footballs
; and, as the Protec-

tionists wore stout boots generally, the effect must have
been most unpleasant. Some Free-traders showed fight;
but were no match for the burly farmers, who knocked
them down right and left. A large gentleman in top-
boots and a white coat having danced up and down the

benches at the end of the hall, and pushed off some half-

dozen men, who were immediately forced to run the

gauntlet till they escaped at the door, shouted out,
" We 've beat them all !

"
whereupon there was a great

stamping of feet and hurraing. Lord Radnor attempted
to recal the meeting to its business, but he was not

allowed to utter half-a-dozen connected sentences. He
coolly said that "

if they liked to decide without hearing,

they might;" and proceeded to read his free-trade

amendment. Mr Philip Pusey, member for the county,
found audience only to state that the repeal of the corn-
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laws had brought prices much lower than statesmen

had sxpected ;
and that he was prepared to advocate in

parliament a return to a moderate duty. Greater

quietness at length prevailed, and the Protectionists

were allowed to go through the form of passing their

resolutions.

Another Violent Meeting was that of the West Kent
Protectionists at Penenden Heath, on the 24th. A Pro-
tectionist resolution was moved by Lord Stanhope, and
a free-trade one by Mr. Beacon. After much noise the

resolutions were put to the meeting. The show of hands

appeared equal, but was declared favourable to the Pro-

tectionists; and great uproar then arising, the Sheriff

soon after dissolved the meeting, almost before a resolu-

tion in compliment to himself had been moved. The
crowd pelted the mounted farmers with mud, and dis-

persed with cheers for free trade.

Other large meetings, however, have been unanimous
in their Support of Protection. This was the case with
the meeting of the Leicestershire and Rutlandshire
farmers at Waltliam, and the meeting of Protectionists

at Northampton. At the first the Marquis of Granby
and Lord John Manners were speakers ;

and the Earl of

Wilton, Viscount Newport, M.P., Lord C. Manners,
M.P. ; Mr. Frewen, M.P., were present : at the second,
the Earl of Southampton, the Duke of Grafton, Sir

Henry Dryden, Sir Charles Knightley, M.P., Earl Pom-
fret, Mr. Maunsel, M.P., Mr. Stafford, M.P., and Cap-
tain Vyse, M.P.
There have been a number of Protectionist Meetings,

also, in Ireland. The " Great National Meeting" of

Protectionists was held on the 17th at the Rotunda in

Dublin. The chair was to have been taken at eleven

o'clock
;
but owing to the thinness of the attendance, it

was fully an hour later. The Marquis of Dowushire
then took his seat, and even at that time the round room
was not one quarter full. There was, however, a fair

sprinkling of the nobility and gentry present. The Earl
of Roden was greeted with immense cheers, accompa-
nied by

" Kentish fires." The movers and seconders of

the resolutions were the Earl of Glengall, Mr. MacCar-
thy, Mr. Butt, Q.C., the Marquis of Westmcath, the
Earl of Shannon, the Hon. Mr. Preston, Mr. James
Martin, Lord Clements, Col. Dunn, M.P., Earl of Mayo,
Mr. J. Ennis, the Marquis of Drogheda, Ctilonel Chat-

terton, M.P., the Earl of Bandon, Mr. T. M. Redmond,
the Hon. Colonel Verncr, and othcrs.^—In the County
of Down, Mr. Sharman Crawford moved an amendment
on the Protectionist resolution, and carried it. Lord
Downshire and the Protectionists retired from the meet-

ing, but the High Sheriff would not dissolve it
;
and at

the end of the proceedings Jlr. Sharman Crawford was
voted into the chair, in order to thank the High Sheriff

for his impartial and manly conduct.—In Limerick,
Cork, Cavan, Meath, and Wexford, amendments on
Protectionist resolutions have been carried by large

majorities.
Lord "Wharncliffe has declined to join the Protec-

tionist Movement. The requisition for a meeting at

York to consider the best means of obtaining the enact-

ment of a fixed duty on grain, having been submitted
for his signature, he sent an answer, which has been

published, stating that he can in no degree concur in

that proposal. He gives it as his firm opinion that there

is nothing in the present prospects of agriculture to jus-

tify such an application to parliament ;
and he sees

circumstances in the commercial history of the past few

years which, with the present ill-defined and exaggerated
alarm, account fur the temporary extreme depression of

agricultural prices. He treats, moreover, the idea of

the restoration of the corn-laws as a mere delusion,
the propagation of which is pernicious to the true in-

terests of industry.
—Lord Yarborough, who was a zealous

Protectionist before the repeal of the corn-law, has
also declined to join in carrying on the contest. He
has refused to sigTi a requisition for a Protectionist

county meeting, advising that the experiment of free-

trade should have a further trial under ordinary seasons

and circumstances, and thinking that the attempt to

re-impose protective duties would end in failure, after

convulsing the country and sowing the seeds of mutual

animosity among the industrious classes.

A Great Meeting, in connexion with Tlie Finaiicial

and Parliamentary Reform Movement was held in the
County Hall, at Aylesbury, on the 9th, to receive Mr.
Cobden, who, in his late speech at Leeds, had challenged
the Protectionists to meet him in the Buckinghamshire
stronghold, to discuss the question of Protection and
Free Trade. Mr. Cobden, having been introduced to
the meeting, by whom he was received with loud cheers,
addressed them in a powerful and comprehensive speech.
He began by maintaining that, by every test that can
proclaim the prosperity or adversity of a nation, we stand
better now without the corn-laws thaii we did when we
had them. What were the tests of a nation's prosperity ?

A decUning or improving revenue was one test. Our
revenue was better now than it was under the corn-laws.
Our exports and imports were better than they were
under the corn-laws. Then on the question of pauper-
ism, and he would not shrink from that test even in an
agricultural district, he had the statistics of many unions
in Buckuighamshire and Bedfordshire

;
and he warned

the Protectionists that in the case of pauperism, even
the Aylesbury districts stood more favourably now with
bread at a moderate price, than they did in 1847, when
prices were high, and the loaf was nearly double its

present rate. Then take the condition of wages, which
is a test of the state of the mass of the people. What
were the people earning now, compared with what they
earned in 1847, when the Protectionists were so well
satisfied with the high prices ? As a rule, throughout
the country more money was being earned now in evei-y
branch of business than was earned in 1847, and the

working-people were getting the comforts and neces-
saries of life, in many cases, at two-tliirds (and in some
cases at less) of the prices of 1847. It had been said that
if we had free trade in corn, the gold would all be
drained out of the country, because we could not bring
in five million quarters of grain without draining away
our gold, as the foreigner would not take anything but
our gold in exchange for his corn. Now, between thirty
and forty mQlions of foreign corn had been brought into

this country within four years, and the Bank of England
was never so encumbered with gold as it is now. He
repeated, that in every branch of business the rate of

wages was improved. He made no exception of any of

the trades in that district, not even trades employing
women, and instanced the condition of the straw-plaitcrs
and the pillow-lace makers, who were both of them
getting more emplo}'ment. Mr. Cobden proceeded to

illustrate his views as to the relation between landlord
and tenant, by reference to his management of his own
small estate in Sussex. He was interrupted by cries of
" How did you get it ?

"—"
I am indebted for it," he

answered,
" I am proud to say, to the bounty of my

countrymen. It was the scene of my birth and my
infancy ;

it was the property of my ancestors ; and it is

by the munificence of my countrj-men that this small

estate, which had been alienated by my father from

necessity, has again come into my hands, and enabled
me to light up afresh the hearth of my father, where I

spent my childhood. And I say there is no warrior duke,
who owns a vast domain by the vote of the Imperial
Parliament, who holds liis property by a more honour-
able title than I possess mine." When the vehement
cheers produced by these words had subsided, Mr.
Cobden described the course he adopted when he visited

the property after it came into his possession. This was
in 1848, when prices ranged high in this country ;

but

he, never expecting that those prices wotdd continue,

thought It the proper time for every man having an
interest in the land to prepare for the coming competi-
tion by the foreigner. He gave orders that every hedge-
row tree on that estate should be cut down and re-

moved, and authorised them to remove every fence on
the estate. That portion which required draining, he
had immediately drained at his own cost. His land,

lying in the very midst of that of the largest Protec-

tionist landholders, and who as a matter of course were

groat game-preservers, had been infested particularly
with hares and rabbits

;
and he authorised the tenants

on the land to kill all the hares and rabbits, and em-

power any one else to kill them also. At that time,
continued Mr. Cobden, prices ranged high, and they
had ranged high during the greater part of the year,
and nothing was settled about rent. But in the course
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of the last year (he coutiuue^l) I received a letter from
one ofmv tenants, in which he said,

" "When I took my
farm from your predecessor, it was upon the calculation

of wheat being 66s. a quarter, but it is now little more
than •10s., and I should like to have a new arrangement
with regard to the terms;" I wrote to liim in reply

—
" The proposition you make is reasonable, and we will

have a new bargain. I am willing to enter upon it on
the ijrinciple of estimating the future price of wheat at

40s. ; but whilst I am willing to take all the advantage
of low prices, I must have the benefit of good cultiva-

tion
;

therefore we must estimate the produce of the

land to be such as can be gro'mi by a good farmer upon
that quality of land." Now, I say, from that very
moment—from the instant I had made that pro-

position to this farmer—I was not under the slightest

anxiety; for I knew there would not be the least

diificulty in his carrying on the farm just the same
under free trade as under protection. From that

moment the farmers upon my small estate no longer
felt themselves interested in the question of free trade

or protection ;
the labourers felt they had just as

good a prospect of employment as they had before,
and they likewise felt no longer interested in the ques-
tion of protection.

After disposing of the doctrines and projects put forth

by Mr. Disraeli and other Protectionists, Mr. Cobdcn

gave it as his advice to the tenant-farmers, that, on the

subject of the corn-laws, they ought to meet together,

exclusively as one community. "Donot," hesaid, "letme
be misunderstood. I am not going to be misrepresented
in this matter. I do not say that upon other questions
the small squire and the tenant-farmer ought to be sepa-

rated, or that landowners and farmers should not go to

the same church together, and that they should not meet
as friends upon all- other questions ; but whenever they
meet to talk upon the subject of protection and free-

trade, tenant-farmers, and tenant-farmers only, ought to

meet together. They ought to exclude every landlord
from their counsels. Mind, I repeat it, it is only when
they have to talk about the subject of protection, or

when they have an interest totally distinct and opposite
from that of the person who lets the land. They ought
to exclude not only the great landed proprietor who lets

the land to tenants, but they ought to exclude men
whose predominant interest is that of the landlord,

though tliey may be tenant-farmers to an inferior extent.
The occupying tenant-farmer is the man who employs
his capital in buj'ing the raw material. The land is the
raw material, loaned to him for that purpose by the
owner of the soil

;
and the tenant-farmer, in this matter

of protection, landlord and the small squire or the land-

agent. And until they meet together in a body in

theu' several localities, totally distinct and apart from all

other classes, they never will have a chance of arriving
at a just appreciation of their own position and theu-

difficulties, and they never will be able to combine toge-
ther to obtain such terms and conditions as are necessary
to enable them to carry on their business iinder the

system of free trade."
The first Metropolitan Meeting of the National

Charter Association was held on the 14th at the London
Tavern. The principal speaker was Feargus O'Connor,
who said, among many other things, that he was against
all descriptions of poor laws—he was for labour, and for

labour's rights. They were all made by God
; they

were all a devilish deal better-looking fellows than these
dukes. If the land were not tilled according to political

expediency instead of state necessity, the people would
be able to export corn. He proposed to alter that, and
to enact that every man who occupied land should have
a lease for ever, at a corn rent, and that the landlord
should not be able to oust him. Whenever machinery
with a hop, step, and jxmip, came amongst them, and
made paupers, he would provide that all such paupers
should be enabled to live out of the workhouse by their

own labour. He concluded by reciting some verses of his

own composition, and his poetry as well as his prose was
received with loud cheers. After the meeting had been
addressed in advocacy of the Charter by Mr. Reynolds,
Mr. M'Grath, Mr. Vernon, Mr. Harney, and Mr. Kydd,
a man with a red beard rushed to the platform shout-

ing,
" I 'm told to hold my tongue ! Chartists, will you

allow it ? I 'm insulted. Here is the flag of the Charter.

Liberty or death !

" Some confusion took place, and
Mr. O'Connor, after addressing a iew words to the

angry gentleman beside him, and having appealed to

his good sense not to make a disturbance, quickly au-
novinccd that he must vacate the chair, as he had tight
mUes to go. He then left tlie room, and his example
was followed by a majority of those present.
On the 18th a meeting, called by Mr. Cobden, was

held in the London Tavern, in consequence of Messrs.

Baring's advertisement for a Loan of 0,500,000/. to

Rtissia, to complete the railway between St. Petersburg
and Moscow. Mr. Charles Gilpin presided ; and Mr. J.

B. Smith, M.P., Mr. Joscpli Sturge, and a number of

dissenting ministers were on the platform ;
the body of

the large room was crowded. Mr. Cobdcn moved a

resolution, declaring that the real object of the loan was
to replenish the Russian treasury, exhausted by the

Hungarian war
;
and that to lend the money for such a

purpose would he virtually to sanction the deeds of blood
in Hungary, and tempt to future aggression and con-

quest. He supported this resolution at great length,

depreciating the security of the loan, attacking the

morality of the lenders of it, and defending the economi-
cal principles of his own course of action. The meeting
was addressed by Mr. Sturge and others, and the
resolution was carried with acclamations.

A memorial on the subject of the Dolly's Brae Affair
has been addressed by the Roman Catholics of Ulster to

the Lord-Lieutenant. They set forth the facts of the

case, and the subsequent course taken by government,
and petition Lord Clarendon to take further steps to

bring to justice all the wrongdoers in the transaction.

They pray Lord Clarendon "
to prove to the Catholic

people of this empire, that creed is no di.'i.tinction where

justice is concerned, by superseding in the commission
of the peace those Magistrates who, at a Petty Session

held in Castlewellau on the 9th of October last, refused

to take information against persons proved to ha've

formed a portion of an avowedly illegal assembly."
—A

deputation of the Ulster Catholics waited on the Lord-
Lieutenant on the 17th, to present theii- memorial. He
declared, in reply, that he was fully sensible how im-

portant it is that in the administration of justice distinc-

tions of creed and party should be unknown, but said he
did not feel that he could properly recommend to the

Lord Chancellor the prayer for the dismissal of the

Magistrates. The Magistrates were not personally im-

plicated in the transactions impugned ; they acted on
their own judgment and responsibility in rejecting the

informations ;
and they should not be removed merely

because they declined to abide by the opinion of the

law-officer of the Crown.

NARRATIVE OF LAW AND CRIME.

A EESPECTABLE-LOOKING woman, who described herself

as Mrs. Anna Maria Jones, a novel-writer, complained
at Guildhall that another person had Assumed Iter Name
in applying for relief from the charity-box. Mrs. Jones
lianded up a list of her works, which, she said, were
well-known works of fiction. Sir P. Laurie, looking
over the list, said : Did you write the whole of these ?—
She replied that she did. (They made 38 volumes.)

—•

Sir P. Latu-ie said : But you are not the authoress of
" The Scottish Chiefs," for that is the work of Anna
Maria Porter.—The applicant replied, that one work
was called " The Scottish Chiefs," and the other " The
Scottish Chieftains." She was not answerable for this

seeming piracy ;
for it was the bookseller's device, to

which, perhaps, she weakly yielded. Tlie taste of the

public had so completely altered since she began novel-

\vi-iting, at 19 years of age, that she could get nothing

by sucli labour now.—Sir P. Laurie said she was not the

oidy literary character who was complaining of the entire

change in the public taste, and had been thereby reduced

to straitened circumstances.—She said thatwas unhappily
her case. She could no longer support herself in comfort

by her pen ; and, to increase her distress, her husband,
to whom she had looked for support, liad liecome of im-

paired intellect.—Sir P. Laurie asked what her husband's

name was ?—She replied it was Lowndes, and that he
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had been in business for a long time as a dramatic book-

seller, but had failed, and that misfortune preyed upon
his mind. Although she was in straitened cireumstances,
she was not reduced to beg charity at a police-office.-

—
Sir P. Laurie said he had no doubt the newspapers would
set her right with the public.
Two smart young women, sisters, named Bridget and

Julia Connolly, were charged at Croydon Sessions with

slauglitering a Fat Wether on the lands of Mr. Fuller,

farmer, Addiscomb, on Sunday morning, the 6th, and

carrying away the carcass. As two police constables

were going their rounds that morning, they met the

girls, and, observing something bulky on their persons,

they questioned them as to what they had about them.

They said, nothing but their bed-things ; but the officers,

not satisfied witb this, overhauled them, and found on
each a half-carcass of mxitton. They iu consequence
conveyed them to the station-house, and some time after

they found the hide, head, and entrails of a sheep in a

field belonging to Mr. FuUer. On comparing the mutton
with the skin no doubt could remain they both belonged
to one and the same animal

;
and as little doubt remained

that the prisoners were its butchers, as a sharp clasp-
knife was found on each, with a part of the fresh suet

and fat attached to them.
At the High Court of Justiciary in Edinburgh, on

Saturday the 5th, Andrew Forrest, a youth of eighteen,
was tried for the Murder of a Gamekeeper, named Kirby,
at Cambuslang. There was no doubt, from the youth's
confession as well as other evidence, that he killed the

man ;
the trial turned upon the question whether he

did it wilfully. Forrest was out with a gun, intending
to poach ;

on the road he encountered Kirby, who had
two dogs in a leash, one a very fierce creature, a cross

between a Newfoundland and a bull-dog. Some alter-

cation ensued, and probably the savage dog seized

Forrest's leg, for it was wounded by a dog ;
then the

youth fired—as he said, at the dog ; but the man was
killed. The dog might have torn the prisoner after he
had fli'ed ; or, on the contrary, the lad's story might be
true. The Lord Justice Clerk summed up very favour-

ably for the accused ; severely censuring the gamekeeper's
jiractice of leading about the savage dog. The Jiiry
returned a verdict of " Not proven."
In the Bankruptcy Court, two Stoindling Bill Trans-

actions were exposed on Monday, the 7th, when
William Thomas Ferris, professedly a builder and

carpenter, applied for his certificate. He was opposed
by Mr. Walter Lockhart Scott, the grandson of Sir

AValter Scott, as creditor for more than GOO^. of costs

incurred in defending an action brought by Ferris on a

bill of exchange fraudulently obtained. The bankrujrt's
name will be recollected as that of the plaintiff in actions

against Mr. Scott and the Reverend Mr. Curzon, tried

some eighteen months ago. Bills had been fraudulently
obtained without the payment of consideration, and then
Ferris had been used as the "

respectable tradesman into

whose hands the biUS had come honestly for full con-

sideration," to sue for the amount. Mr. Scott success-

fidly defended the action against himself, and exposed
the transactions of the gang of swindlers who obtained

the bill from him. Commissioner Goulburn was con-

vinced that Ferris had been art and jiai't in the conspi-

racy from commencement to close
;
the certificate was

therefore refused.

An appalling case of Sudden Death occurred at the

Central Criminal Coui't on Monday, the 7th, during the

trial of Samuel Grieves Harvey, a tall, powerful man,
for an assaidt on James Dodsley Tawncj'. Mr. Tawney
was a slender, diminutive attorney; Hai-vey was a stout

horse-dealer : the two frequently met each other at

Messrs. Osborn and Co.'s stables in Gray's Inn Lane.

Mr. Tawney had, on behalf of clients, talvcn legal
measures against Harvey—sued him for debts, and

opposed his discharge iu the Insolvent Court
;

and

Harvey had been much exasperated. The two meeting
at Osborn's, Harvey charged Mr. Tawney with getting

up the opposition, and wanted to know who were the

opposing creditors. The solicitor declined to tell him.
The defendant went out, and returned in a short time

with two hunting-wliips, one of tliem loaded at the cud
with iron, and the other a plane cane one. The defen-

dant ottered Mr. Tawney the latter; saying, "Take

that." This was declined, and the defendant went out.
Mr. Tawney waited a short time, thinking he would go
away '. lie then went towards his gig, whicli had been
waiting for him

;
and he observed tlie defendant stand-

ing witli the heavy lumting-whip in his hand. As he
was about to get into his gig, Harvey attacked hira

behind, beat him on the back and shoulders, and tried

to beat him on the head, bxit the prosecutor lield up his

luuids and warded oft' the blows. Mr. Banks, one of
the partners, came up and laid hold of tlie defendant, and
said to him,

" Good God ! Harvey, are you mad '
"

but
the defendant threw him away from him, and continued
his violence. Mr. Tawney had just succeeded in getting
into the gig, when the defendant struck him on the
back of the head

;
the blow stunned him for a moment,

and liis horse ran off, but was soon stop])ed by some
cabmen in the King's Road. When tliis assault took

place, Harvey well knew that his victim was suft'ering
from a disease of the heart. As the prosecutor was
about to leave the witness-box, he fell senseless. Two
surgeons immediately attended him. Mr. Ballantine,
who appeared for the prisoner, was unable to ofl'er any
defence. The Recorder briefly addressed the Jury, and
they immediately gave a verdict of "Guilty." The
Recorder said he would not pass sentence at present on

Harvey for his aggravated assault: if Mr. Tawney
should die, he would have to meet a more serious charge.
This had hardly been said when the surgeons announced
that Mr. Tawney had died, as he lay on the floor of the
witness-box. The Recorder ordered Harvey to be
detained. An inquest was held on the body of Mr.

Tawney, on Thursday. The evidence showed the ill

health that he had suffered for years ; his medical
attendant stated that he had warned the deceased's
relatives that he would die suddenly. Death had been
caused by congestion of the brain, resulting from a
disease of the heart. Several witnesses described the
altercation between Mr. Tawney and Harvey. The
Jury returned a verdict, that James Dodsley Tawney
died from congestion of blood on the brain, produced by
disease of the heart

;
and that he had been cruelly and

brutally assaulted by Harvey. Sentence of imprison-
ment for twelve months was passed on Harvey, by the

Recorder, on the 11th. He regretted that the result of

the medical inquiry respecting the immediate cause of

Mr. Tawney's death would prevent Harvey's trial for a
more serious oflence.

A boy named George Ruby, who appeared about
14 years of age, was put in the witness-box at Guildhall,
on the 8th, to Give Evidence in a Case of Assault on a

police-officer, when the following dialogue took place :
—

Alderman Humphery : Well, do you know what you
are about ? Do you know what an oath is ? Boy : No.
Alderman : Can you read ? Boy : No. Alderman :

Doyouever say your i^rayers ? Boy : No
;
never. Alder-

man : Do you know what prayers are .' Boy : No.
Alderman : Do you know what God is .' Boy : No.
Alderman : Do you know what the devil is .' Boy :

I 've heard of the devil, but I don't know him. Alder-

man : Wliat do you know ? Boy ; I knows how to

sweep the crossings. Alderman : And that 's all ? Boy:
That 's all. I sweeps a crossing. The Alderman said

that in all his experience he had never met with anj-.

tiling like the deplorable ignorance of the poor unfortu-

nate child in the witness-box.

At the Hereford City Sessions on the 8th, the Re-

corder, in his Charge to the Grand Jvrij, said, it appeared
to him a very serious circumstance that there should be

at the present sessions a greater number of prisoners by
one-halt' than at any previous sessions since he had liad

tlic honour of sitting as recorder. He was further sorry
to say that some of the ott'ences charged were of a very
serious description. He had compared the present
calendar with the calendars at other sessions for Ijorougbs.

At the last Maidstone Sessions, a few days ago, wliere

tlie population amounted to at least 20,000, tlie number
of prisoners was five only. At Dover, where the juris-

diction comprehended, not only the large town of Dover

liut much of the adjacent district, and also Margate,
there were only eight jirisoners for trial. At Cantor-

bury, situated on the great highway to tlie Continent,
and" a large thoroughfare for ])eople of all descriplior.s,

witli a population of 20,U00, the number of piisouers lor
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trial on the 3rd of January last was only nine. At
Rochester there were only four prisoners for trial. The
contrast of these four boroughs with the city of Hereford

presented a result of an alarming character. He re-

peated, therefore, it became aU persons anxious for the

welfare of society to consider whether some measures

could not be taken to check that vice and immorality to

which, in his opinion, was principally to be attributed

the increase of crime in this district.

At the Middlesex Sessions on the 8th, A. Weston, a

coach-painter, was indicted lor AssauUinffMary'WestoD,
his wife, since deceased, and Mary Ann Coney. The

prisoner and his wife lived in an upper room of a house

in the Colonnade, Russell Square ;
but from his being

out of employment and his intemperate habits they

experienced severe privations. They frequently quar-

relled, and on December 6, they and Mary Ann Coney,
the wife's sister, sat down to a breakfast procured with

a borrowed sixpence, when the prisoner applied a foul

epithet to his wife. She replied, that if she deserved

the name, he was then eating the produce of the con-

duct that entitled her to it, whereupon he threw a

spoonful of hot tea into her face, and she in return

threw a mug full of tea over him. He had their child,

about 16 months old, in his arms, and, rising from his

seat, he dealt her, with the hand he had at liberty, some
blows on the side of the head, and would have done

more had not Coney taken up a knife, and threatened

to use it if he did not desist. The same afternoon he

told Coney that he should turn her out of his place,

seized her by the wrist, and threw her with great vio-

lence into the passage. On the following day he beat

his wife, who was in such a weak condition that she

could not stand, and she fell, striking her head against
the fireplace. She died on the following Wednesday.
A surgeon stated she had died from congestion on the

brain, which from her condition of body a slight cause,
such as a fall, might have produced. The defence was
that the prisoner had received great provocation, his

wife being a woman of lazy and dirty habits. The pri-

soner was found "
Guilty," and sentenced to two

months' imprisonment in the House of Correction.

At the Wandsworth Police Office on the 9th, Mr. John

McDonough, a surgeon practising at Clapham, was

charged with Assaulting Sarah Baldwin, one of his

servants. On the morning of the 7th, after some alter-

cation in the surgery, he followed her into the kitchen,
and taking hold of her by the shoulders gave her a

tremendous blow on the head. Then wresting a hot

poker out of her hand he raised it to strike her on the

head. The blow was warded oft" by her uplifted arm,
which was severely hurt. When about to strike her a

second time, the poker was forcibly taken from him by
her fellow-servant. He was fined the full penalty of 51.

At the Central Criminal Court on the 10th instant,

Sarah Drake was indicted for the Wilful Murder of her
male bastard child by strangling it with a handkerchief.

The prisoner, ofwhose previous history little was knoAvn,
had been recently engaged in the service of Mr. Huth,
of Harley Street, as cook and housekeeper. From the

evidence it appeared that in 18-18, when three months

old, the child was placed with Mrs. Johnson of Shorley
Common, to nurse. Payment was regularly made for its

maintenance for some time, but gradually fell off. On
t'ne 27th of November 1849, the nurse received a letter

from the prisoner, stating that she was going with a

family to Madrid, and regretting her inability to pay her

the arrears owing at present. In consequence of this the

nurse took the child the same day to the prisoner in

Harley Street, and left it with her, refusing her intreaty
to take him back for a week. The child was carried \ip

to the housekeeper's room, and nothing further was
seen of it. At the usual dinner hour the prisoner
absented herself under the pretext of writing a letter,

and having a box of clothes to pack for her sister. She
did not appear again until three o'clock, when one of the

servants entering her bedroom saw the box packed in a

wrapper and corded. It was carried down stairs next

morning and sent to the station, addressed to her

brother-in-law, Mr. Theophilus Burton, North Leverton,
near Retford. A letter, which had since been burnt,
was sent advising the forwarding of the box. Mr.
Burton went the day following with her brother to East

Retford and received it. On forcing the lock, the dead

body of a child was discovered. On the box being
searched by the police an apron was found slightly
stained with blood, and marked S. Drake. Various
articles of clothing were identified by the nurse. At the

Marylebone station, in answer to the inquiries of the

female searcher, she stated that, afraid of losing her

place, she had hung it and sent it to her sister to be

buried. The counsel for the prisoner made an eloquent
and feeling defence, endeavouring to prove that the

crime had been committed in a temporary frenzy of

insanity. He urged the jury to look at the situation of

the prisoner. After her seduction— after receiving the

greatest injury that could be intlioted upon her by one

of the other sex—she had been abandoned and left with

limited resources, and suffering from bad health, to pro-
vide for this unhappy child. She had done so. She had

struggled to preserve her reputation, which was all she

had to depend upon, to protect her from utter destruction,
and there was no doulit that the manner in which the

child was suddenly thrown upon her hands, and the

dreadful consequences which she foresaw must result

from it, had for the moment unsettled her reason, and
drove her to the commission of the dreadful act. A
verdict of " Not guilty, on the ground of insanity

" was
returned by the jury, and the prisoner ordered to be

detained in safe custody during Her Majesty's pleasure.
At the New Central Criminal Court on the Uth, Daniel

Blackmore, a shoemaker, aged 57, was indicted for

Stabbing Henry Alexander Matthew, a policeman, with
intent to murder him. On Sunday night, Dec. 23rd,

whilst the officer was on duty in the Old Bailey, the

prisoner's wife came up to him and said, "You are the

thief that locked me up the other night." Becoming
still more abusive and a mob assembling, he was obliged
to convey her to the station-house, where the prisoner
went and begged for her liberation. After being detained

a short time, she was let off". About a quarter to eleven,

having just been warned that her husband was in search

of him and threatened to do for him, while standing at

the corner of Skinner Street, the prisoner came up to

him and said,
" Are you the man that took my wife to

the station ?
" On replying that he was, he instantly

said,
" Take that, you ," inflicting a wound just

about the navel. Feeling that he was stabbed, the

officer called out for help, and another policeman com-

ing to his assistance, the prisoner was arrested. The
defence of Blackmore was, that being intoxicated he

knew nothing about the transaction. The jury having
found liim guilty of the whole charge, the Recorder

ordered sentence of death to be recorded, intimating
that in conseqxience of his age, and having been wounded
as a soldier, he should recommend the sentence of trans-

portation for life to be commuted to fifteen years.
In the Court of Queen's Bench on the Uth, Sir

Frederick Thesiger applied on behalf of the Count de

Thomar, Prime Minister of Portugal, for a rule Nisi

calling on the proprietors of the Morning Post to show
cause against the issue of a criminal information for the

publication of a iiieZ,'.accusing the Count of obtaining

158,000/. by corrupt and unwarrantable political prac-

tices, and imputing "light conduct" to the Queen of

Portugal in connexion with the Count. The rule was

granted.
A notable instance of GulUbility was exhibited a few

days ago. A maiden lady in Harley Street was waited

upon by a decently dressed, serious-looking person named

Brown, who presented to her the following letter :
—

Alderman Farebrother presents his complimeuts to Miss ,

and begs to recommend to lier notice the ease of Mr. Edivard

Carless Ei-own, of Klchmond (son of the late Mr. George Brown)
who has sust.iiued a severe loss of property in emigrating to

Australia, which the enclosed certificate specifies, signed by the

civic authorities ;
and if stronger claims on Miss 's purse

do not prevent her subscribing to this case, I can assure that

lady it is one meriting her sympathy, inasmnch as Mr. Brown
and family are now entirely ruined, their object being to realise

a sum sufficient to defray their expenses to Port Adelaide.

Mr. Farebrother takes more than usual interest in this case

from the circumstance of the bearer making his statement at the

Guildhall. He therefore tnists that the motive which actuate!

him in addressing Miss on his behalf will be deemed ai

apology.

Lower Thames Street, Jan. 4, 1S50.
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It never occurred to the lady to question the authen-

ticity of this epistle, though she might have ohserved
that people of education do not generallj- niix up the
third and first person in the same sentence. Mr.
Farebvother's interference, too, for the reason assigned—" the circumstance of the bearer malung his statement
at the Guildhall"—might have struck a sensible person
as somewhat odd ; but the lady was perfectly satisfied,
and handed over her subscription. Two days afterwards
Alderman Farebrother received, to his great astonish-

ment, the subjoined note:—
Barley Street, Jnn. 5.

Miss presents her compliments to Mr. Alderman
Farebrother, and in case Edward Carless Bro-mi should not
have made np the outfit necessary for himself and family, she

Ix^gs he will be so good as to send liim to her again on iMonday
morning, between half-past ten and one o'clock, as she has some
articles of clothing which she could give Iiim, In addition to

her subscription.

Of course Mr. Farebrother knew nothing ofMr. Brown,
and so he informed the lady

—one of those benevolent

persons, evidently, whose easy credulity gives so much
encouragement to imposture.
In the Central Criminal Court on the 12th, Lewis

Joel, a jeweller and bill-discounter, was sentenced to

ten years transportation for Forging a Bill of Exchange
for lOOOA, in the name of Lieut. Clements. Mr. Cle-
ments had previously been the victim of Joel and other

money-lenders, and the case altogether disclosed a very
painful, but only too common picture of extravagance
on one side and extortion on the other. Two affidavits

made by the prisoner were put in as evidence. In these
Joel stated that the prosecutor had given him a blank

acceptance while he was under age, with the under-

standing tliat Joel should fill it up for lOOOZ, when
Mr. Clements had attained his majority in August,
1847. This was the bill now said to be forged. Mr. Cle-
ments was examined. He said he knew Joel in Dublin,
while himself was in the loth Light Dragoons. Had
many transactions with him, obtaining money and
jewellery for bills of exchange. He never signed a bill

for 1000/., never accepted a bill in blank, never author-
ised any one to accept a bill. In cross-examination he
admitted he had acted in a most reckless way in raising
money on bills, and getting into debt with tradesmen
during his minority. Two other bills for smaller amounts
now in existence, he declared to be forgeries. Many of
his answers began, "My impression is," and his recol-
lection of money transactions was very imperfect. He
had taken stones out of the jewellery that he had
bought, and sold them. I cannot say whether I so dis-

posed of them on the day after I received them from
the prisoner, but I should think it was not so soon. I

took the diamonds out of the settings partly to amuso
myself by weighing them and partly to see how they
looked out of the settings. I don't know what became
of the settings." He gave

"
jewellery and money to a

woman in Dublin." Mr. Pullman, a barrister, employed
in 1847 to settle the prosecutor's affairs, deposed that
Joel did not state to him that he had the 1000/. bill

;

he only heard of it last summer. Evidence was adduced
showing how the present holders of the bill, who had
instituted legal proceedings against ^Ir. Clements upon
it, had received it from Joel in Dublin, in September
last. Several witnesses expressed a belief that the sig-
nature to the bill was not Mr. Clements' writing. The
jury, after considering for an hour and a half, gave a
verdict of "

Guilty" of uttering the bill, knowing it to

be forged. ,

An extraordinary ease of obtaining goods, or "
Living

on the Public" was disclosed in the Insolvent Debtors'

Court, on the 19th, when Joseph William Williams,
late of Fenchurch Street, ironmonger, was opposed by
various creditors. The insolvent made on the present
occasion his

" fourth appearance
"

before the court,
besides having figured as a bankrupt. In 1831, he was
a bankrupt, owing 1100/.; in 1834 he petitioned this
court and was relieved from debts to 760/.

;
in 1840 he

again petitioned, and was remanded for three months
for a vexatious defence; he then owed 1027/. Again, in

1847, he made his third appearance, owing 2300/., and
having in his schedule no fewer than 106 creditors. He
now again made his appearance with nunrerous creditors

and debts to 1300/., including bills accepted by a per-
.son named Thomas Thomas, for his accommodation.
The complaint on the part of the creditors was that
their debts had been contracted by means of fraud.
Evidence was given to the effect that the insolvent had
offered iron at 6/. a ton, when he was charged 8/. 15*.
for similar iron

;
and it was alleged that the exposure

would be advantageous to the public, in order to put the

trading community on their guard against a person of
his plausible manners. For the last eighteen years he
had gone on getting into debt 6400/., or living on the
public at the rate of 350/. a year. Mr. Commissioner
Phillips, in giving judgment, held that the debts had
been fraudulently contracted. This was the case of a
man now coming for the "

fifth time
" with accumulated

debts of more than 6000/. For the protection of the
public, he was bound to mark such a case by a judg-
ment of imprisonment for twelve months. *
On the 21st, Mr. Alexander Novelli, a merchant of

Manchester, and Mrs. Novelli, his brother's widow,
were found dead under circumstances that immediately
led to a suspicion of Mxirder and Suicide. Mr. Louis
Novelli died about sixteen months ago, leaving his
widow and two children handsomely provided for. Mr.
Alexander Novelli was one of the executors, and took

up his residence with the widow. They appeared on
good terras. On Sunday, the 20th, they seemed in

ordinary health ; at night the servants left them in the

sitting-room. Next morning a servant found Mrs.
Novelli dead, lying on the floor of the sitting-room, and
partly undressed

;
the body quite cold. On searching

for Mr. Novelli, his body was found suspended to a rail

in his bedroom
;
the body was stiU warm, as also was

his bed. An inquest was begun the same day. Evi-
dences were shown of a struggle in the sitting-room ;

there were marks of pressure and scratches on Mrs.
Novelli's throat and head. The state of the heart, blood

vessels, and blood, showed she had died from strangula-
tion. The inquest was adjourned to the 23rd, for evi-

dence of Mr. Novelli's mental state, when his solicitor

described his strange conduct on several occasions. He
complained that inspecting the accounts afleeted his

head. The witness said, that the deceased was a weak,
soft-headed boj-, passionate and impulsive. Another
witness stated, that Mr. Novelli's mother had been
insane

;
two of his brothers died by their own hands

; a
sister now living, is insane. The Jury consulted for a

quarter of an hour, and then returned this verdict—
" That Mr. Novelli had destroyed the lives first of Mrs.

Novelli, and afterwards of himself, being at the time of
insane mind."

Judgment was given on the 22nd, in the Exchequer
Chamber, on the Braintrce Chtirch-rate Case, which
has been several years before the ecclesiastical and
common law courts, and has excited much public interest,

involving the important question, whether the church-
wardens and a minority of the parishioners can make a
valid church-rate. In the month of July, 1841, at a

vestry meeting, called for voting a rate for the repairs of

the parish church of Braintrce
;
a motion was made for

a rate of two shillings in the pound, and duly seconded;
an amendment was then moved, and carried by an
immense majority, denouncing all connexion between
church and state in general, and church-rates in par-
ticular. After this the great majority of the parishioners

left, and then the churchwardens and others of the

rate-payers carried the original resolution without

opposition. When the inhabitants heard of this result

they resolved to oppose the rate, and the churchwardens

having commenced proceedings in the ecclesiastical

courts against the plaintiff' in error, the latter moved
tlie Court of Queen's Bench for a writ of prohibition.
The writ was granted, and on the return to it being

argued the court gave judgment, approving of the

proceedings of the churchwardens, thereby affii-ming the

validity of the rate declared by the minority. From
that decision the case was brought into the Exchequer
Chamber, on a writ in error. The court which now

gave judgment was divided in opinion. Baron Piatt,

Justice Cresswell, Justice iMaule, and Baron Alderson,
affirmed the doctrine that the repair of the church fabric

is a duty which the parishioners are compellable to

perform, and that the minority can make a rate if the
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majority refuses to make one
; Baron Rolfe, Baron Parko

and Chief Justice Wilde, dissented from the doctrine

that the minority can bind the majority. The judg-
ment of the majority of the bench was, that the

judgment of the court below (the Queen's Bench)
must be affirmed. So the monition of the Ecclesiastical

Court to make a rate is now of operative force.

At the Middlesex Sessions, held at Clerkenwell, on
the 22nd, William Anderson, a sharp-looking boy, aged
foui-tecn, was indicted for Robbery. At about mid-day,
on the 10th, he entered the shop of Mr. Cooper, balder,
at Stepney, and asked Mrs. Cooper, who was serving
behind the counter, for a halfpenny-worth of bread, at

the same time laying down a penny. As she was about
to give him the difference, he throw a handful of popper
in her eyes ; and, jumping upon the counter, proceeded
to help himself to the contents of the till, but becoming
alarmed, he retreated, having got but threepence into his

possession. Mr. Cooper pursued, and having overtaken
him in Suffolk Street, he very coolly turned round, and

presenting Mr. Cooper with the threepence, said,
"

It 's

only threepence, so it 's not worth running for, and I

gives in
;
but you woiddn't have nabbed me if it had

been more !

" He was then handed over to a policeman.
But two days before this transaction, the prisoner had
been liberated from Ilford gaol ;

where he had been

imprisoned for highway robbery. He, and three others,

having stopped a chaise on a turnpike-road ;
and one of

them, not the prisoner, fired a pistol at the driver. They
robbed the cliaise and made off. Thejudge said this case

presented a most extraordinary instance of juvenile

depravity ;
and sentenced the culprit to imprisonment

with hard labour for six months.
At the Mansion House, on the 28th, Alderman

Humphery expounded a point in Omnibus Law,
when a conductor of a Camberwell omnibus was sum-
moned for having refused to admit a gentleman as a

passenger into his omnibus. A few days before, at a

quarter before five, the complainant went to the door of
the omnibus, being desirous to be driven as far as Wal-
worth, and requested the conductor to allow him to

enter. The evening was extremely wet, but the con-
ductor refused to admit the applicant, and excused
himself upon the ground that all the seats were engaged,
at the same time that there was abundance of room in

the vehicle. The complainant represented the imfair-
ness of the refusal, and determined to have the decision
of a magistrate upon the subject. A gentleman who
regularly takes a seat in the defendant's omnibus stated
that the defendant was expected by his regular

" whole
of the way

"
customers to keep seats for them, especially

in wet weather, during which alone the passengers to

Walworth or the Elephant and Castle were disposed to

ride. The conductor stated he considered himself
bound to reserve seats for his regular

" whole of the

way" customers, and had acted accordingly. The
Alderman admitted the reasonableness of the defence,
but the law was positive on the subject. No seat could
be reserved so as to prevent any applicant being refused
admission into the omnibus. No penalty was inflicted.

An inquest was held on the 29th, on Martha Joachim,
a Wealthy and Eccentric Lady, late of 27, York-build-

ings, Marylebone, aged 62. The jury proceeded to view
the body, but had to beat a sudden retreat, until a bull-

dog, belonging to deceased, and which savagely attacked
them, was secured. It was shown in evidence that on
the 1st of June, 1808, her father, an officer in the Life

Guards, was murdered and robbed in the Regent's Park.
A reward of 300/. was offered for the murderer, who
was apprehended with the property upon him, and
executed. In 1S25, a suitor of the deceased, whom her
mother rejected, shot himself while sitting on the sofa
•with her, and she was covered with his brains. From
that instant she lost her reason. Since her mother's
death, eighteen years ago, she had led the life of a

recluse, dressed in white, and never going out. A char-
woman occasionally brought her what supplied her
wants. Her only companions were the bull-dog, which
she nursed like a chUd, and two cats. Her house was
filled with images of soldiers in lead, which she called
her "

body-guards." When the collectors called for
their taxes, they had to cross the garden-wall to gain
admission. One morning she was found dead in her

bed ; and a surgeon who was called in, said she had died
of bronchitis, and might have recovered with proper
medical aid. The jury returned a verdict to that effect.

In the Insolvent Debtors' Court on the 29th, Capt.
Robert Talbot, of the Royal Artillery, having appUcd
for his Discharge, tlie application was opposed by coun-
sel on behalf of John Jeffreys. Jeffreys was the racket-

keeper of the regiment, and Captain Talbot its treasurer ;

Jeffreys sued his Captam in the County Court for 51.

arrears of salary, and obtained judgment ; thereupon
he was dismissed from his appointment, and "

forcibly

ejected therefrom" by Captain Talbot and some other
members of the regiment. He brought an action for

the assault
;
and it came on for trial at the INIaidstone

Assizes, but was compromised on the advice of the

Judge, by an admitted verdict for nominal damages
only enough to carry costs ;

six counsel had been en-

gaged. It appeared that Capt. Talbot's debts amounted
to 700^. ; 600/. in respect of his own costs and those of

Jeffreys. Not being in possession of funds to pay t'nis

amount, he sought the ben'^tit of this Court, almost

exclusively, if not solely, for the purpose of relieving
himself from the costs attendant on keeiiing up the legal
ball with Jeffreys; and he admitted the arrest on which
he was in custody was a friendly one, made with the
above object. The Commissioner felt doubts as to

receiving such a petition, and dismissed it after consult-

ing with the Chief Commissioner.
At the Marylebone Police Office on the 30th, J.

Gammagc, master of a National School at Paddington,
was charged with having Cruelly Ill-used a William

Taylor, one of his pupils, a delicate little boy, 10 years
of age. The witnesses examined proved the boy had
been so severely caned for a breach of school discipline,
that large wheals, from one of which blood flowed, were

produced on his shoulders and sides. In reply it was

alleged that the boy had behaved with great impropriety
while in attendance on a lecture in the school, and re-

quired correction, and also that ho was generally unruly ;

and a number of testimonials from clergymen, which
set forth that the defendant was a man much respected,
firm of purpose, and kind towards his pupils, were pro-
duced. The Rev. Mr. Boone spoke in the highest terms
of the defendant, whose salary had recently, in conse-

quence of his valuable services, been raised. The magis-
trate considered that the chastisement was of much too

severe a natui-e, and inflicted a penalty of 40,s. The
amount was paid by the Rev. W. Boone, who considered

it a very hard case.

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT AND
DISASTER.

Accounts have been received of the Loss of the Trans-

port, JRichai-d Dart, with a lamentable loss of life. She
left Gravesend on the Sth ofApril last year, for Aucldand ;

besides the crew, there was a detachment of twenty-eight
sappers and miners, imder the command of Lieutenant

Liddell, Dr. Fitton with his wife and child. Dr. Gale,
Mr. Kelly, four soldiers' wives, and nine children.

South of the Capo of Good Hope bad weather was

experienced, and on the 19th of June the ship struck on
the north side of Prince Edward's Islands. The waves
ran terrifically high ; the boats were filled and torn from
the quarter, and the sea swept away forty-seven of the

passengers and crew. Of these, the chief mate alone

contrived to reach the rocks. The commander, four

.icamen, an apprentice, and four of the soldiers, took

refuge in tlie mainmast rigging ;
and the wreck having

been driven broadside to the .shore, the mainmast went

by the board, falling fortunately upon the rock, and the

survivors crawled along the spar to the .shore. The

night was intensely cold, and there were frequent falls

of snow
;
the sufferings of the unfortunate men were

consequently most severe. They found on the shore a

few blankets which had been washed from the wreck
;

but they were unable to obtain any provisions beyond a

piece of beef, and they subsisted upon the raw flesh of

birds. In the course of six or seven days they determined
on exploring the island. One of the soldiers perished
fronr the intensity of the cold and the want of proper

nourishment, and after rambling about the island for no
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less than forty-two days, they fell in with a party of men,
explorers, in the service of a Mr. Geary, of Cape Town

;

and for the following thirty-two days, no vessel touching
at the island, these people generously shared with the

sufferers their stock of food. They were at last con-

veyed to the Cape, hy a vessel that had brought a supply
of provisions to the island.

A merchant schooner, the "
Mary," of Dartmouth,

bringing palm-oil from the coast of Africa, was Wt'ecked

on the morning of the 28th of December, on the coast of

Cornwall, between Manacle Rock and Pendennis Castle.

Her crew were seven in number, of whom two were
blacks. They had been fourteen days without any pro-

visions, except an allowance of two table-spoonfuls of

fiour daily, and it had been agreed to kill the dog on
board for sustenance, unless relieved. She was driven

into the bay by a violent gale, and the exhausted crew
were unable to keep her off the shore, upon which she

was stranded, the waves dashing over her at each return,
and the crew clinging to the lee side, making earnest

gestures for assistance. At length the expedient was

adopted of throwing the log-line from the ship, as a

primary means of establishing communication. The
vessel lay under the cliiT, above which is the house of

the Reverend Mr. Coope, the rector of Falmouth. The
rector, having a great knowledge of the footing on the

clitf, attempted to catch the line, for which purpose he
waded into the water some feet, and was nearly carried

off by a sea. To the log-lino a large rope was attached,
and to it a hemp cable

;
the end of the cable was fixed

round a bridge in Mr. Coope's walk, near the bathiug-
placo. The first who ventured and succeeded in reach-

ing the shore by the cable was the mate. It was a

passage of much hazard, he being some seconds sus-

pended midway, owing to the rope not traversing the

cable, and by every lurch of the vessel dashed into the
surf on the rocks. The remainder of the crew got on
shore one by one in a barrel, hung by a hank to the

cable. As they landed they were most kindly received

by the rector and his family. Soup, brandy and water,
coffee, and a joint of meat, were placed before them

;

the greatest care being taken to guard against the

danger to be apprehended from the incautious feeding
of long-famished men. To those who were inclined to

take rest, beds were offered, of which three of the men
took advantage, including an African, who appeared
quite exhausted. Mr. Coope, throughout the entire

day, remained in the vicinity of the wreck, ofl'ering

every assistance in his power. The vessel did not go to

pieces for several days, during which time a considerable

portion of the cargo was saved.

Madame Sontag, the celebrated singer, has been

nearly Lost in the Snow in the Highlands of Scotland,
where she has been giving concerts. On Friday morn-

ing the 28tli of December, she left Glasgow with her

party for Aberdeen, to attend the morning concert on
the following day. At Middleton Bridge, near Laurence-

kirk, the engine ran into a cutting filled with snow to

the depth of six feet and then became completely im-
movable. At this time, five in the afternoon, the blast
was most fierce and cutting, carrying the drift from the
fields into the hollow of the railway, and rapidly biirying
the carriages. A consultation having been held with
the guard and driver, a gentleman of the party deter-
mined to leave the train, and endeavour to reach
Laurencekirk on foot. This, with the assistance of two
guides, he happily accomplished, although the strength
of the wind and the depth of the snow brought them
several times to a stand-still. Aid ha-sang been procured,
and a basket of provisions got ready, the party again
started for the embedded train. The wind being now
in their fiices, the task became more difficult as well as

dangerous ; but, by avoiding the road and taking through
the fields, from which the snow had been partially dis-

lodged, the train was once more reached, at hali'-past
seven. The question was now, whether it was possible
to remove the ladies from the carriages, and gain the
summit of the cutting. Madame Sontag, with un-
daunted energy, at once determined to attempt it, and
descended from the carriage. The men were sent on
before to make a track

;
and Madame Sontag, after great

exertion and several falls, reached the level ground.
There the blast became quite blinding; but Madame

Sontag, having covered her head with a cloak, was soon

supported through the fields and over the fences to the
house of Mr. Wilson, a most hospitable farmer

; where,
with Count Rossi, Mr. F. Lablache, Signor Calzolari,
and Signor Piatti, she remained all night. Mr. Wood,
Avith some others of the party, again faced the blast,
and reached Laurencekirk in safety, although much
worn out. Next morning, the snow had so completely
filled the cutting as to bury the carriages.
On New Year's Eve Mary Ann Weed, the wife of a

lighterman at Banksidc, Drowned Herself in the
Thames. She was confined with a daughter, and
progressed very well until the night of the 5th, when
symptoms of delirium came on. She was frequently
seen by Mr. Caudle, surgeon, of Great Guild ford-stceet,
who gave the nurse particular orders not to leave her for
a moment, nor to let her go from her sight. She became
so much worse that a relation went for Mr. Caudle, who
attended, and found her so alarmingly altered that he
questioned the nurse as to what she had been giving her,
when she admitted that she had allowed the deceased to

drink a glass of beer. Having remonstrated with the
nurse he left the room, and shortly after his departure
she got out of bed and asked the nurse to let her go
below to sec her husband, who was asleep in the parlour,
which was acceded to. She had not been gone more than
two minutes when the nurse went in search of her, and,
to her astonishment, found the street door open, and her

charge missing with only her night-dress on. An alarm
was raised, and every search made for her, and although
every possible effort was made, the deceased was not
discovered till Wednesday the 24th, when she was found
in the river, off the centre arch of London-bridge, by a
waterman. At the inquest, the jury in strong terms
condenuied the conduct of the nurse, and ultimately a
verdict of "

Temporary Insanity
" was recorded.

Three lives tcere lost at the Maghull station on the
East Lancashire Railway, on the 1st of January. A
train left Preston for Liverpool with only one carriage
attached ; at the Ormslcirk station there was an accession

of passengers, for whom there was no adequate room.
When the train arrived at the Maghull station there was
a spare carriage on the siding, and to get hold of this

the train was moved to the other line of rails. Mean-
while another train was heard approaching; knowing
they were on the wrong rails the passengers grew
alarmed, and several jumped out; three of them got on
to the other rails, were caught by the engine, and
killed oil the spot. At the inquest it was shown that
the train, a luggage one, was following the passenger
train at a speed of more than forty miles an hour, con-

traiy to the regtdations of the company. The driver
was given into custody.
A melancholy case of Death from Starvation, has

occurred at Southampton. Elizabeth Biggs, a delicate

young woman, whose poverty had made her a constant

recipient of parish relief for some months past, applied
one day, towards the end of last month, to the parish
doctor for medical relief. He saw that she was more in

need of nourishment and shelter than of medicines, and
he gave her an order for immediate admission to the

ivorkhouse. Her brother accompanied her thither, and
she obtained admission ;

but it would seem that she

remained only a short time. Too delicate to endure the

severe cold of the lodging in the "
tramp-house," where

casual paupers are given shelter for the night on a bed of

straw, with the covering of one quilt, she complained of

illness, and, on her own request, was let out of the

workhouse. She was found by her sister in the afternoon,

sitting on the ground in the street, with her child of two

yearsold at her side ;
she seemed too weak to go on to

the lodging-house on which she had a poor-law order

for a night's sleep. Her sister took her to this lodging-
house for the night. Next day her sister found her very
ill indeed, from sheer starvation ;

and asked why she

had not applied to the workhouse people for a loaf.

"A tall man, a doctor," she said, "told the relieving-

officer not to do so ; and bade her go to her own parish,

for her parish would not do so for them." Ilcr sister

persuaded her to go once more to the workhouse ; but

the porter refused admittance, on the ground that she

had no order for that day. The sister took her to

lodgings, and paid for a bed for one more night. Next
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morning, the poor woman was so ill that Mr. Cooper,
the Union snrgeon, was sunt for. lie sent her medicine

immediately, and attended in the course of the day, hut
too late to save her life; for, on his arrival, she was

already dying. At the inquest the people of the

lodging-house stated that she had been offered food, but
was unable to take it. The surgeon and the relieving-
otficer were fully examined. After much deliberation,
the jury gave the following verdict :

—" We find that the

deceased died Irom .starvation and exposure to the cold,
and the want of the common necessaries of life

;
and

that there has been great and culpable neglect on
the part of some of the oifieers connected with the

administration of the poor-laws at Sovithampton, in

not receiving the deceased into the workhouse, and

providing proper lodging and nourishment on the nights
of Friday and Saturday, of last week

; but no sufficient

evidence doth appear to the said jury, as to who are the

parties actually blameable." The board of guardians,
with the mayor in the chair, have held an investigation
into the conduct of Simmonds, the officer who rejected
the woman from the workhouse door. Witnesses deposed
to hearing him refuse her the relief ordered by the

surgeon, and tell her that " there was nothing for her
that night but the tramp-house." The guardians
resolved to indict him, and had him arrested and

brought before the bench oi' magistrates. Evidence of

his drunkenness was then adduced, and he was remanded.
In the meantime, Simmonds, and some other of the poor-
house officials, have been dismissed by the guardians.
Another case of Death from Destitution, attended

with circumstances of alleged official neglect, has occurred
at Manchester. Mary Hunter, a woman who gained a

scanty hvelihood by selling apples, &c., was taken ill

with pain in her side on Saturday week. She lodged
in the kitchen of Mrs. M'Donougli, a woman nearly as

poor as herself, and slept on the flagged floor, with but
a few flocks between her and the stones, and a piece of

carpet for her sole covering ;
she was corpulent, how-

ever, and did not while well suffer acutely from cold.

Mrs. M'Donough went for a medical man several times
that day, but could not get one. On Sunday, the 30th

ult., she got directions to put on a poultice ;
which was

put on, without relief to the patient. On Monday the

poor woman was dangerously ill, and consented that an
order for the workhouse should l5e applied for

;
but Mr.

Pierce, the relieving-officer, had moved his residence
and could not be found for some time : he gave a
note to Mr. Noble, the parish doctor ; and the note was
delivered, but " no one came that day." On Tuesday,
Mr. Noble's assistant, ISIr. Brown, came, and ordered a

poultice ;
but said nothing about removal of the patient

from the stone floor. He directed Mrs. M'Donough to

come for medicine
;
she went, and was told she must

fetch a bottle—no bottle would be given with the medi-
cine

;
after further loss of time a bottle was got, and

the medicine procured and administered—without relief.

During Tuesday more poultices
—without efl'ect

;
more

messages backwards and forwards to the relieving-officer
and surgeon, with warnings that the woman would be
dead by morning. Visits were made by the officer and
surgeon late in the evening. On Wednesday the poor
woman grew worse, and on Thursday morning she died.
On a post-mortem examination, it appeared that she
died of acute internal inflammation ; and Mr. George
Morley Harrison, surgeon, deposed that such a condi-
tion would, in the first instance, be produced by exposure
to cold, and would subsequently be aggravated by the
want of proper nourishment and other comforts. The
Coroner's Jury returned a verdict of " Died from inflam-
mation of the kings, aggravated by exposure and lying
in the place deserted ;

"
and they expressed their unani-

mous opinion that there had been neglect on the part of
the overseer and the medical man who visited the
deceased

; recommending that a copy of the depositions
be forwarded to the Poor-law Board.
A third case of a similar kind has been discovered in

the Metropolis. On the 1st inst., an inquest was held

respecting the death of a middle-aged man who had
Diedfrom Want and Exposure to the Cold. It appeared
that on the previous Friday morning, Mrs. Gibbs, re-

siding in Tyndall Buildings, Gray's-inn Lane, was
alarmed by hearing some person moaning in the cellar

of the house, and found the deceased lying in a corner
of the cellar, huddled up in a quantity of filth and dirt.
He was insensible, and Mrs. Gibbs immediately obtained
the assistance of several police-constables, who had him
removed to Holborn workliouse. He was stripped and
placed in hot blankets, and the usual remedies of
ammonia and brandy were applied; but he never rallied,
and died sliortly afterwards. Two penny-pieces were
found placed upon two ulcers on his legs, and a few
pieces of stale bread were also discovered in his pockets.
He had obtained admission to the cellar by the window
which looked into the street. The coroner remarked
that the cellar appeared to be in the same bad condition
as before the cholera broke out ; and that the parochial
authorities ought to have the place thoroughly cleansed

every week. The Jury returned a verdict of— " Death
from exhaustion, caused by exposure to the cold, and
the want of the common necessaries of life."

On the 2nd, Alexander M'Donald, a police constable,
was Accidentally Droimied, whilst endeavouring, along
with a brother constable, to cross the water of Leith, by
a dam-dyke, in pursuit of a person accused of assault;
his foot slipping on the ice with which the dyke had
become incrusted, he fell into a deep pool below. His
body was not recovered till several hours afterwards.
On Sunday, the 5th, the brig, Catherine Charlotte,

sailed from South Shields for Barcelona, with a cargo of
coals and iron, the crew consisting of the captain, mate,
and nine other hands. At 10 o'clock on the morning of
the 12th, when about 86 leagues up the Mediterranean,
the brig sprung a leak ; their course was then changed,
and the pumps incessantly worked till Wednesday night,
when they found themselves nearing St. Finaue's Bay,
in sight of the Skellig Lights, but the vessel so water-

logged as to be almost unmanageable. On Thursday
morning, after 2 o'clock, five men launched a boat,
leaving on board the captain, mate, and four other sea-
men (who they expected would soon follow them in the

jolly-boat), and after 14 hours' rowing reached the
western coast of Keel, near Cork, in so exhausted a state

that one of them was not expected to survive the fatigue.
He was, however, brought round after some care.

When about four hours to sea, soon after day-light

they perceived the vessel going do\vn in the distance.
The six who unwisely remained on board went down
with the unfortunate brig.

Frost having set in during the early part of the month,
the ice on the waters in the Parks was sufficiently

strengthened to tempt thousands of sliders and skaters.

The ice broke repeatedly, and many persons were im-
mersed. On Sunday, the 6th, a young man was skating
on the Serpentine, when the ice broke, and lie was
Droicned. He had been warned by an iceman not to

venture on the part of the ice where he perished—the
rash young man instantly glided into the very centre of
the dangerous spot.

—On Sunday the 13th, a large portion
of the ice broke in the Victoria Park, Bethnal-green, and
nearly a hundred people were plunged into the water.
The scene was frightful ;

and when all had been pulled
out that could be seen, it was feared that some persons
had been lost under the ice.

A Revolt in the Workhouse of Barham LTnion, near

Ipswich, broke out on the 6th and 7th. A great number
of young men had recently entered, the farmers ha«ng
discharged them at Christmas. They were riotously

disposed ; and though the dietary was not bad or de-

ficient, they burst into the master's office and demanded
more food. On his refusal they broke into the day-
room, tore \ip the seats and the floor, and threw burn-

ing coals into the room beneath, which fortunately had
a brick floor. After much more disturbance the master

got a policeman ; they seized the ringleader, but he was
rescued. The rioters broke into the hall, and ate both
their own breakfasts and those intended for the old men.

They then entered the married women's ward. A posse
of constables was now obtained, and some prisoners
made. The women grew violent and smashed the win-

dows. The military had been sent for, and a detach-

ment of Lancers arrived from Ipswich. Their services,

however, were not required, the police having succeeded
in quelling the riot.

An accident, fortunately not serious in its results,
occurred on the evening of the 7th at the residence oi
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"W. 0. Bigg, Esq., of Abbot's Leigh. There was a

large party at the house, and during the night a " Ger-
man Tree," about five feet high, -with it« branches
covered with bon-bons and other Christmas presents,
and lit with a number of small wax tapers, was intro-

duced into the drawing-room for the younger members
of the party. While leaning forward to take some toy
from the tree, the light gauze overdress of one young
lady, Miss Gordon, took fare, and blazed up in a most

alarming manner. One of the lads present, whose quick-
ness and presence of mind were far superior to his years,
with much thought and decision threw down the young
lady, and folding her in a rug that was luckily close by,

put out the flame before it had done any serious damage
beyond scorching her arms severely.
An Inquest was held on Tuesday the 8th, at Kempsey,

on the body of a newly born male child, whose death
was caused the previous dayy;-o?» Exposure to the Cold.

The mother, Mary Ann Thompson, had been wandering
in company with another mendicant about the country
begging. On reaching Kempsey, the pains of labour sud-

denly came on, and she was delivered of an infant while

lying on the snow in the turnpike road. Her companion
immediately sought assistance at the Crown, and was
told by Mrs. Webb to go to the relieving officer. The
woman remained in the road full twenty minutes before

she was removed, and from the evidence taken at the

inquest, it appeared the poor creature did not receive

that timely aid which her perils under the most ordinary
circumstances would have met with. The jury returned
the following verdict:—" That the child died from ex-

posure to cold and want of proper attention at its birth
;

and the jury blame Mrs. Webb, the landlady of the

Crown, for not giving prompt attention to the applica-
tion made for assistance on behalf of the mother.
On the nth, at Chatham, Ellen Bright, a girl of

seventeen, known as the " Lion Queen," attached to the

menagerie of her uncle Mr. George Wombwell, was
Killed by a Tiger. An inquest was held on her body.
She had been in the habit of entering the dens several

times daily for the last twelve months. On that evening
she entered a den in which were a lion and a tiger ;

she
had only been in two or three minutes when, the tiger

being in her way, she struck it slightly with a small

whip she carried in her hand. The beast growled as if

in anger, and, crouching close to the bottom of the den,
stretched out its paw as if at her leg or di"ess, causing
the deceased to fall sideways against the cage ;

the
animal at the same moment sprang at her, and, seizing
her ferociously by the neck, inserted the teeth of the

upper jaw in her chin, and in closing his mouth inflicted

frightful injury in the throat with his fangs. He then

appeared to change his position, making a second gripe
across the throat of his victim. A keeper who was

standing on the step of the den, armed with a whip,
immediately rushed to her assistance ; but the animal
did not loose its hold until struck over the nose violently
with an iron bar

;
and whilst the keeper held the animal,

the unfortunate girl was removed from the cage, bleed-

ing profusely, and life all but extinct. She was taken
into one of the caravans, where she was immediately
attended by two medical gentlemen who happened to be

present at the time of the occurrence. She died in a
few minutes after she was taken from the den, from the
wounds and from the shock to the system. The Jury
returned a verdict to the eficct that deceased was kdled

by a tiger whilst exhibiting in its den ; and expressed a

strong opinion against the practice of allowing persons
to perform in a den with such animals.
On Friday the 11th, as Mr. Charles Godwin, mcalman,

of Somerton-mill, Oxon, was returning from Bicester

market, he met with his Death by walking or slipping
into one of the locks on the Oxford canal, a very short
distance from his house. It seems the deceased borrowed
a horse of his brother-in-law to go to Bicester, and called
and left it on his return

;
and the nearest road to Mr.

Godwin's mill being along the towing-path, and the

night extremely dark, it is supposed he walked into the
lock. When found, the next morning, his hat was on
his head and his walking-stick in hfs hand.
A gentleman passing through New North Street, City

Road, on the morning of the l'2th, was observed to

Stagger and Fall to the Ground, and being raised up

by some bystanders, was conveyed into the house of a
respectable tradesman ; but appeared then to be dead,
having been heard merely to groan two or three times
after he fell. Mr. Coulton, a surgeon, resident in
Cliftou btreet, presently attended, but found life quite
extinct. On his person were found cards bearing his

name and address,
" Rev. Spencer Thornton, Wendover

Vicarage," and various documents from which it was
ascertained that he was son-in-law of a gentleman of the
name of Dupree, whose town residence is in Portland
Place. His coachman identified the body as that of the
Rev. gentleman. It appeared that he had just come to
London from his father's at Wood-hill, in Hertfordshire,
and he was supposed to have been proceeding from the

railway to Portland Place when he died in such an
awfully sudden manner, the cause of death being con-

jectured by the medical gentleman to have been clisea.se

of the heart, although his friends in London did not

appear to have been aware of his previously suffering
from such a disease.

A woman named Rachel Riach, who lived in Glen
Conglass, had gone to Tomautoul on the afternoon of

Saturday the r2th, for meal and other household neces-
saries. She left Tomantoul in the twilight on her way
home, which she never reached. The night was stormy ;

and the falling snow, and frequent gusts of wind drift-

ing the snow, added to the darkness. The hapless
woman soon lost her way, and wandered for hours

among the moors and mosses that intervene between
Tomantoul and Glen Conglass. About 10 o'clock p. m.
her cries for help were heard by two lads, who followed
the calls, but could not discover the perishing woman.
They gave no alarm, and the poor woman was not missed
till Sabbath afternoon, as her family thought, from the
badness of the night, she might have remained in

Tomantoul. Not returning with those who had gone
to attend the places of worship ia Tomantoul, alarm for

her safety was instantly raised among the neighbours.
Search was made in the village, and the body was found
frozen and Hfeless, only a few hundred yards from a
house. The bag with the meal, and a pail containing
groceries, were lying near her.

On the night of Monday, the 14th, A Fire, attended
with Dreadful Loss of Life, took place in Killarncy. It

broke out in a portion of the building formerly known
as the College, but for months past used by the guardians
of the poor as a workhouse hospital. The inmates were,
with much difficulty, saved from the fire

; and the

building was reduced to a ruin in two hours^ Scarcely
had the fire in this portion of the building been sup-
pressed before it broke out in another portion called the

Brewery, and used as the dormitory of a multitude of

ehUdreu. The doors and windows were fastened
;
and

the only ready access was by a loft through w^hich the
flames were already pouring. The police and multitudes
of assistants made extraordinary efibrts to drag forth

every one of the children, and their nurses
;
but when

they had nearly performed their perilous task, the rafters

of the loft gave way ; and twenty-eight persons were

instantly killed, and as many more frightfully muti-
lated.

A distressing accident, resulting from the Incautious
Use of Fire-arms, occurred at Walsall on the 1-lth. A
youth about fifteen or sixteen years of age, son of Mr.

Swanwick, relieving ofiicer, was on a visit with a

relation, of that place, and in the morning went out
with two or three young companions to shoot birds. On
their return home, two of them put their unloaded guns
in the corner of a room, and shortly afterwards the tldrd

put his gun with the others
;
but unhappily this one

was loaded. The young men were soon after playing
with the servant-maid

;
and Swanwick, laying hold of

one of the guns, and under the impression that they
were all unloaded, presented it at her, and said he would
shoot her. Thinking to frighten her, he puUed the

trigger and fired ; when, in an instant, the poor girl

dropped dead at his feet.

On the night of Tuesday, the loth, Edwai'd Hurley, of

Ballinahinch, near Knocklong, in the county of Limerick,
was Murdered in his own house ;

in the presence of his

wife and five children. Hurley and his family, after

rising from prayers, directed his son to look after the

cattle before they retired to rest. The boy proceeded to
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the door ;
and upon opening it, observed an armed man

outside. The fellow told Hurley's son to go back, and

with the muzzle of the gun, forced him to the centre of

the dwelling; when his father, mother, brothers, and

sisters, promptly assailed the intruder, who was repulsed ;

but, as Hurley was locking the door, the ruffian fired

from without; the ball entering his left eye, carried

away the upper part of his skull
;
and the -victim fell

dead on the spot.
A Dreadful Explosion of Naphtha took place about

six o'clock, on the evening of the 17th, on the premises
of Mr. Moffett, 61, John Street, Tottenham Court Road,
which resulted in the death of a youth named Moore

;

and the serious injury of a younger brother. They were
alone in the shop at the time. It was very dark ;

and
the deceased was going to fill the lamp, which usually
burnt naphtha. The deceased held the can which con-

tained the naphtha, and the lamp in the other hand. His

brother stood at his side, with a lighted match in his

hand, while the deceased was pouring the spirit into the

lamp; he drew the lamp close to the light, and the

spirit immediately exploded.
Mr. Robert Rouse, of Walham Green, surgeon, who

had been in practice nearly thirty years, destroyed him-
self by Siralloicing Prussic Acid, on Friday the 25th.

Not making his appearance as usual in the morning ;
he

was found dead in his bed, with the empty phial on a

table near him. Of late he had suffered severely from
illness

;
and was constantly saying he must come to the

workhouse. During the prevalence of the cholera, he
had exerted himself very much ;

and on its subsidence

wi-ote a very intelligent report on the sanitary state of

Fulham parish.
Mr. Joseph Ivon Winstanly, aged fifty-eight, an out-

fitter of No. 54, King William Street, London Bridge,
committed Suicide on the 29th. The day previous he
called at the shop of Mr. Buckle, chemist, in Leadenhall
Street and purchased sixpermyworth of the essential oil

of almonds, which he said he wanted to scent pomatum
with. It was of the greatest strength, and consisted of

thirty drops. He was found dead, with the empty
bottle in his pocket. Depression of mind, arising from
his business not prospering, is supposed to have occasioned

the act. A verdict of "temporary insanity" was
returned at the inquest.
Buchanan house, the seat of the Duke of Montixise on

the shores of Loch Lomond, was Totally Destroyed by
Fire on the night of the 26th. Much valuable property
was lost, but the pictures and the principal family records

were preserved
The Tide Ho^e to a great Heiglit in the Thames on

Tuesday the 29th. On Monday the water had been

unusually low, so that at some parts it would have been

possible to walk across. About three o'clock, p.m., on

Tuesday, the stream began to flow higher than ordinary,
and eventually it stood two feet one inch higher than in

the destructive flood of Oct. 1844. Some damage was done
at Woolwich Dockyard, the water getting into the build-

ing docks and saw-pits. At Charlton the houses were
flooded. Wharfs and streets on the low-lying parts of

London were inundated. In Lambeth, Vauxhall,
Battersea, Fulham, Bermondsey, and other places, the
streets became rivers, cellars and kitchens were filled

with water, and the destruction or damage of property
was very serious. The Temple gardens were covered
with water for a time. It does not appear that any one
was drowned, though some children narrowly escaped.
An inquest was held on the 31st at the Middlesex

Hospital, on the body of Mrs. Elizabeth Mitchell, aged
35 years, the wife of Mr. Mitchell, the proprietor of the
CroAvn public-house, at the corner of Broad-street,

Golden-square. The deceased, while labourmg under
Delirium Tremens, leaped from a second-floor window
into the yard, a distance of 30 feet, and sustained some
dreadful injuries in the fall. She died on the 29th at

the above-mentioned hospital. The jury returned a ver-

dict of " Death from delirium tremens
;
but whether the

deceased jumped from the window with a suicidal intent,
or not, there was not siifficient evidence to prove."
A Fire of agricultural buildings and produce took

place at the homestead of ]Mr. Smith of Girton, near

Cambridge, apparently the work ofan incendiary, tho\igh
Mr. Smith has the character of being a kind and spirited

employer of the poor. The labourers, accordingly,
exerted themselves to subdue the flames, but without
success. The fire arose in the eye of a high wind, and
had risen xmcontrollably high even before discovered.

Eight fine horses, three bvdlocks, two calves, twelve
cows and heifers, twenty-seven pigs, and a large quantity
of poultry, were consumed. The cries and moans of the

poor animals, which were beyond the reach of human
aid, were frightful. The yard-dog succeeded in saving
himself by an almost supernatural effort; for he made
off with his kennel (a very heavy one) at his heels, and
was afterw.ards found at some distance. The damage
done to Mr. Smith's property was about '20001., but he
was fully insured. Mrs. Carter, an aged person whose
cottage was burnt, has lost the whole of her furniture
and clothes.

SOCIAL, SANITARY, AND MUNICIPAL
PROGRESS.

In pursuance of directions from the Commissioners of

Baths and Wash-houses for the parishes of St. Margaret
and St. John,Westminster, several houses in Ann Street

and Peter Street were sold by auction, for the purpose
of being removed to form the site on which it is intended
to erect baths and wash-houses for that district. There
are to be 60 baths, and as many washing and ironing
departments. There will also be two plunging-baths,
each above 40 feet in length, and from about 4 feet to

5 feet 8 inches in depth. The Commissioners have pur-
chased the area for the building, and will be empowered
by the Select Vestry to borrow 9500^. to carry the object
into efiect.

The Gazette of the 4th contains the names of the

Royal
" Commission for the promotion of the Exhibition

of the Wor'ks of all Nations, to be holden in the year
1851." They are—Prince Albert, the Duke of Buc-

cleuch, the Earl of Rosse, Earl Granville, the Earl of

EUesmere, Lord Stanley, Lord John Russell, Sir Robert

Peel, Henry Labouchere, William Ewart Gladstone,
Sir Archibald Galloway or the Chairman of the Court
of Directors of the East India Company for the time

being. Sir Richard AVestmacott, Sir Charles Lyell or the

President of the Geological Society for the time being,
Thomas Baring, Charles Barry, Thomas Bazley, Richard

Cobden, William Cubitt, or the President of the Insti-

tution of Civil Engineers for the time being, Charles
Lock Eastlake, Thomas Field Gibson, John Gott, Samuel
Jones Loyd, Philip Pusey, and William Thompson.
Secretary, John Scott Russell. The Commission orders

an inquiry as to the best mode for introducing the pro-
ductions of Colonies and foreign countries, the best site,
the general conduct of the exhibition, and the distribu-

tion of the prizes. The following gentlemen are ap-

pointed an "Executive Committee."—Henry Cole,
Charles Wentworth Dilke, jun., George Drew, Francis

Fuller, and Robert Stephenson. Secretary, Matthew
Digby Wyatt.

The College of Preceptors held its half-yearly meet-

ing on the 5th, at the Institution in Bloomsbury Square;
Dr. Hodgson of Manchester in the chair. The financial

report showed that the receipts and debts for the year
make a total of 1565^.

;
the payments and debts due

from the College, 922/. Dr. Wilson, the Dean, read the

report of the results of the examinations, and certificates

were presented to the twenty candidates who had passed.

Amongst these were two ladies, who obtained great
credit for the manner in which they had gone through
an examination in history and the classics. The Corpo-
ration then revised some by-laws.
The expediency of the adoption, in banking, of the

Scotch System of Cash Credits, was discussed at the

half-yearly meeting of the proprietors of the London
and Westminster Bank, on the 16th. The practice in

question is this :
—A bank agrees to advance to a par-

ticular person, a sum within specified limits, to be drawn
for as needed

; security for repayment being provided
by a bond bearing the names of the person for whose
use the money is to be advanced, and of two and some-
times three other persons, who join as sureties. Two
objections to the adoption of this plan were stated : first,

that the bank-note system does not hold in London
;
and
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second, that the people of London do not know each

other sutiiciently well to induce them to join in bonds

involvins? liabilities which might extend over many
years. The chairman remarked, that the experiment
was now under trial by the Royal British Bank

;
and

that, if it proved successful, there was nothing to prevent
the London and Westminster from following the example.
A dividend of 6 per cent, was declared; and, as showing
the greater certainty which prevails in bill transactions,
it was mentioned that the 70,000/. of loss incurred in the

disastrous year of 1847 had now been entirely wiped
ofl'.

A further important step has just been taken at the

Post Office, towards the Beduction of S-tmdai/ Duties,
and this time in the London district. Hitherto, in the

suburbs of London, thei'e has always been a delivery
on the Suudaj' morning of letters and newspapers de-

spatched from St. Martiu's-le-Grand on the Saturday
night ;

but under the new arrangement these will be
delivered at a late hour on Saturday night at all places
within six miles of St. Martin's-le-Grand, and the

Sunday morning's delivery at such places will be abo-

lished. This plan, which came into operation on the

29th ult., combined with another for alDolishing certain

cross-posts, has released from Sunday duties 191 men in

the London district.

A public meeting of persons connected with the Tailor-

ing Trade in the metropolis, was held on the 17th, in the

large room at Exeter Hall. The object of the meeting,
which consisted of upwards of 2,000 persons, was to con-

sider the jiropriety of petitioning Parliament in reference

to the present slop and " middle "
system, which, it was

stated, injured the fair trader as well as the working-
people. Several working tailors addressed the meeting,
one ofwhom stated that he had been employed by Moses
and Son for several years past as a confidential man at the
rate of Id. per ho\ir, and expressed his regret that with

400,000^. per annum, the Marquis of Westminster dealt

with that establishment. Another speaker observed,
that it was very well known that the working-men
engaged in making clothing for the Government esta-

blishments, the Post-office, the Custom-house, and for

the soldiers and police, did not get more than Is., or at

most Is. 6d. a day ;
and a third speaker declared, that

for making a coat for a first-rate master tailor, patronised

by the Duke of Wellington and other aristocratic cus-

tomers, he had only received 5s., out of which sum he
had to pay for candlelight and trimmings. Resolutions
and a petition to Parliament were agreed to, denouncing
the slop and middle-men systems, and praying for the
enactment of a law compulsory on employers to have
their work done on their own premises.
A meeting was held at the Mansion House on the

25th, to raise fimds for the next year's E.tJiibition of
1851. The Lord Mayor presided, and it was attended

by a number of leading men in the City ;
also by Lord

John Russell, Mr. Labouchere, and Earl Granville.

Mr. W. Cotton expressed a hope that not the opulent
only, but the whole people, would come forward accord-

ing to their means, and make the E.xposition what
Mr. Jones Loyd designated the great Olympian festival

of modem times. Lord John Russell advocated the
movement. It was resolved to make arrangements for

raising the funds on a scale commensurate with the

importance of the occasion. The subscrijitions announced
amovmted to upwards of 10,000/!. ; and include 1000/.

from the Queen, 500/. from Prince Albert, 100/. each
from the Premier and six colleagues, and several sums
of 500/. from leading members of the great banking and
commercial firms.

From the Returns of the Specie and Bullion imported
durinr/ the last year from the gold countries of South
and North America, and the Atlantic and Mediterranean

poi-ts of Southern Europe and Northern Africa, it appears
that the West Indian packets have brought 4,648,270/.,
the jn-oduce of the mines of California, Mexico, Central

America, and the Pacific States of South America. Of
this amount, it is estimated that about 400,000/. in gold
has come from California, direct or via Lima and Valpa-
raiso, wliere much California dust is melted into ingots
for England. The Peninsular and Oriental steam-

packets have brought—from Alexandria, 728,857/.
"
gold

and silver coin;" from Constantinople, 933,610/. "gold

and silver;" from Spain and Portugal, 310,000/. Tota;
of the year, 6,788,656/.
The Returns of the Board of Trade for tlie~mont>

ending the 5th December, show an increase in the ex-

ports of 374,993/. over the corresponding month of 1848;
a result the more satisfactory, since the exports of
December 1848 were not less than 132,346/. more valu-
able than those of December 1847. The chief items o(

increase have been manufactures of cotton, flax, wool,
and silk, hardware goods, metals, and leather. Tha
instances of marked decrease are cotton-yarn, machinery,
and soap. The entire increase in exports during the
first eleven months of the year 1849, as compared with
the corresponding months of 1848, is now 9,681,897/. ;

the totals respectively being 44,407,912/. and 54,089,809/.
The import returns show a large increase under the
head of grain, provision-meats, cocoa, eggs, (from
4,471,718/. to 5,476,673/.,) and tea; also an increasing
consumption of sugar, though the imports somewhat
declined. Both the import and the consumption of
flour and of cofiee had declined. Tobacco imports had
largely increased.

The plan of a Submarine Elecfiic Telegraph between
England and France is about to be proceeded with.
The concession signed by Louis Napoleon and the
Minister of the Interior, M. Dufaure, granting to Messrs.
J. Brett, Toche, and Co., the right to establish an electric

telegraph line between France and England by a sub-
marine communication across the channel, arrived in
town on the 31st ult. The company propose to establish,

by means of the electric telegraph, an instant communi-
cation between the two countries. The patentee guaran-
tees that this telegraph shall, by the aid of a single
wire, and of two persons only (the one stationed in

France, and the other in England), be capable of print-
ing, in clear Roman type (on paper) 100 messages, of

fifteen words each, including addresses and signatiu'es,
all ready for delivery in 100 consecutive minutes.
The Summaries of The State of Trade and Industry

in the United Kingdom during the past year, given in

the leading provincial journals, exhibit satisfactory and
promising results. The Manchester Examiner states,
that " the activity of the manufactures in tho West
Riding of Yorkshire, is perhaps without parallel in the

history of that thriving district." The Manchester
Guardian affirms that, in Lancashire, the transactions

have been of great magnitude, and that "the average
rise of prices by the end of the year was not less than
10 per cent, on goods, or than 8 per cent, on j'arns."
The large profits on coarse j'arns and goods in 1844,

1845, and 1846, induced an excessive production, which
has made that branch the single exception to the pros-

perity of the past year. The evil is correcting itself;
coarse stocks arc exhausted, and many makers have
turned their spindles and looms to the making of finer

yarns and fabrics. A drawback from the prosperity of

1850 was anticipated from the scarcity of raw cotton
;

but the discovery of an error of nearly 100,000 bales in

the estimated stock, one-sixth of the whole, has con-

siderably lightened the weight of this anticipation. In

Scotland, says the Dundee Mercantile Gazette,
" tho

linen trade has been as satisfactory, in almost all its

branches, as could be desired:"— "every hand-loom
weaver willing to work has been busily employed ;

"—
" our linens can be laid down in Germany as cheap as

in Liverpool ;

"—"
foreign merchants in Hamburgh find

it for their advantage to buy Dundee linens from the

Hamburgh dealers, instead of those of German manu-
facturers." In tlie North of Ireland, the Northern

Whig of Belfast says
—" All the manufacturing classes

are better off' than for many a year;
"—" there is full

employment to hand-loom weavers "
at "

wages increased

from 10 to 15 per cent.," and to " an immense number
of women and girls" in the sewed-muslin business, at
"
wages advanced 40 or 50 per cent." In the iron trade,

upon view of the whole operations both in the raw and
manufactured material, there has been a great business

at improved prices. In the sliip-building trade, a de-

pression visible at tho beginning of the year is passing

away : Messrs. Tonge, Curry, and Co., of Liverpool, say,
in their trade circular—"

During the last two mouths,
more contracts have been made, and more keels laid

down, than we were prepared to expect;
" the number
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of vessels—eight vessels, of 2800 tons aggregate burden—now building at Liverpool,
"

is not under the average
number." The moderate prices held for some time past

by all the articles of food-consumption, have induced an
increased consumption throughout the country ;

and the

increase of consumption has in its tm'n raised to their

natural position in the \vholesale market some articles

which special influences had deiiresscd to panic prices.
The Hospital attached to the medical school of Kinr/'s

College has been placed in permanent connexion with
the College itself. At a special meeting of the Governors
of the Hospital, on the 29th ult., it was resolved to abro-

gate the thirty-fifth rule, vesting the funds of the insti-

tution in trustees, and further,
" that the site of the

Hospital, together with all the property belonging to it,

.ihall vest in the corporation of King's College, London,
for the purposes of the Hospital." This amalgamation
has been effected with a view to facilitate the measures
now in active progress for carrying out the project of a
new and regularly endowed liospital. The subscription
towards the fund of 50,000^. for the new building and
endowments, in the short time since the Council of
the College took the matter in hand, has risen to nearly
2i,ooo;.

The Financial Returns of the country, to the 5th

instant, present very satisfactory results. Notwith-

standing the replacement on the 1st of February, 1848,
of the last sliding-scale of duties on corn by a nominal

duty, and the reduction of the sugar duties on the 5th
of July, the decrease on the Customs, as compared with
the Customs of the quarter ending January 5, 1849, is

little more than 40,000/. On the Excise there is an in-

crease of about 36,000/., and on the Stamps of about

40,000/. ;
both showing resuscitated enterprise, full em-

ployment, and wages more than sufficient for the neces-
saries of life. On the assessed taxes there will be a
decrease of about 20,000/. ;

and in the Post-office a

trifling increase. In the Excise there is a decrease of

about 89,000/,. ai-ising wholly from the postponement of
the hop duty. The Stamps show an increase of about
257,000/. ;

the assessed -taxes, a decrease of 9,000/., and
the property tax, an increase of about 65,000/.

—a sum
which represents additional income to the amount of

2,200,000/. per annum, and, at 5 per cent., an additional

capital of 41,000,000/. From the beginning of the
financial year to the end of December, including a period
ofnearly nine months, the expenditure of the United
Kingdom feU short of that in the corresponding period
of the previous year by no less a sum than 3,340,000/.
This is made up out of the following items :

—To the
reduction on the interest of Exchequer Bills we owe a
dificrence of nearly 150,000/. ; to the reduced expendi-
ture in the army we owe nearly 540,000/. ; to the same
process in the navy nearly 1,300,000/. ;

in the ordnance
about 740,000/., and in the services proi-ided for by the
miscellaneous estimates nearly 300,000/. Since April 5,
there has been no fresh grant for Irish distress, whereas
in the corresponding period of the previous financial

year, there was expended on this account 272,382/. In
other items there is an aggregate diflerenco of about
70,000/. in our favour. The Treasurv, however, does
not

yet_
derive the full benefit of this sum of 3,340,000/. ;

for, owing to the advances by way of loan under various
British and Irish acts, which nearly double the repay-
ment of advances during the last nine months, the
actual reduction of expenditure during that period
amounts to about two millions and a half.

PERSONAL NARRATIVE.
The Queen and Prince Albert, with their children,
personally witnessed the distribution of her Majesty's
Ne7V Year's Gift of food and raiment to the poor of
Windsor. The distribution took place in the Kiding-
school of the Castle. The presents consisted of a hand-
some quantity of blankets, flannel, and calico, of meat,
bread, and plum-pudding, and of coals, distributed to all
the deserving poor in the parishes of Windsor and
Clewer, as indicated in a list by the ladies of the Dis-
trict Visiting Society. A number ot the clergy were

present. The poor people manifested respectful gra
titude.

On New Year's Eve, the Lord Mayor and Lady
Mayoress gave a Juvenile Entertainment, in the Man-
sion House, to several hundreds of the young children of
the citizens. The company entered the Egyptian Hall
at about seven, and the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress
tliemsclves led off a country-dance with a young partner
each. At ten o'clock the amusements were varied by
the introduction of Mr. Love the polyphonist ; who,
from a stage erected for him in one corner of the room,
delighted and mystified the young people with his clc ver

ventriloquisms. At eleven the parents of the children

arrived, and assumed a wise control at the sumptuous
supper-table. After supper, dancing was resumed tiU

near twelve, '^^'^len the hour of midnight began t

strike, the lights waned simultaneously, in signification
of the departing year ;

when twelve o'clock had struck
the lights again sprang up, and the hall was in its former
blaze of illumination. The Lord Mayor and Lady
Mayoress seated themselves at the upper end of the

hall, and shook each young couple by the baud as they
passed ;

a courtesy they acknowledged with wishes of a
"
happy new year."
Lord Brougham has been passing his time, in his

retirement, at Cannes, in philosophical pursuits. A
letter from that place dated the 19th, says,

" Lord

Brougham has been making some interesting experi-
ments on light here, which are just terminated. At
eleven o'clock at night on the 14th inst., four members
of the Royal Society of London gave to our population
a ravishing spectacle ;

at the top of the towers of the
Noble Lord the apparatus of the electric light was

placed, and at the same instant a luminous point shone
from the He Saiute Marguerite, and its brilliant rays

displayed to all eyes the beauty of that enchanting site.

The same rays were afterwards directed on the mag-
nificent scenery of the Cap-Roux, and on the pictu-

resque roadstead of Agai. The coup d'osil at such an
hour was so beautiful, that applause suddenly broke
forth from all parts. The next day Lord Brougham, in

the midst of a numerous and chosen circle, gave a de-

tailed and very interesting accotint of his experiments
on light."
At a meeting of the York, Newcastle and Berwick

Railway Company at York on the 1st instant, the settle-

ment of the company's Claims on Mr. Hudson, their

late chairman, came on for discussion. The chairman
said that legal proceedings had been commenced, two
bills in equity having been filed ; but propositions had
been made by the friends of Mr. Hudson, and the direc-

tors had taken legal opinions which recommended a

compromise with Mr. Hudson, on the following terms :

Mr. Hudson had undertaken to pay in all to the com-

pany the sum of 100,000/., he (Mr. Hudson) having,
during the past year, paid to the company no less than

90,036/., and Mr. Hudson would further pay the ex-

penses the company had been put to in the matter. After
some sharp discussion the compromise was agreed to.

Mr. Hudson has at length come forward to defend
himself from the charges made against him in regard to

liis Raihoay Transactions. He has published a letter

stating the pith of his justifications in the several mat-
ters of—1. The Brandling Junction Railway, and the

Newcastle and Berwick Railway; 2. The Sunderland
Docks

; 3. The purchase of his own iron rails for the

York, Newcastle, and Berwick Company. On the first

head, he says the shares were voted to him in public

meeting, for services previously rendered, and then

thought valuable. On the second, he says that his

Newcastle and Berwick Railway shares were original
shares in the company of which he was the originator,
and for which he was responsible. The Sunderland
Dock shares were taken by him with two other directors,
for the direct benefit of the York, Newcastle, and Ber-

wick Company; It is not denied that in this he exceeded
the legal authority reposed in the Directors : parlia-

mentary sanction was, no doubt, necessary, as in all

former cases,
" where the Directors had not shrunk

from this description of responsibility, when it was

important that delay should be avoided." " The Com-

pany has ratified the purchase of some West Dvirham

Railway shares taken by me in a similar manner, and
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with the same absence of authority ;
the only difference

being, that it has now been thought advantageous for

the Company to retain these shares. On the third

point, he says he purchased iron largely in October,
1844, when the Company was not in existence, but when
iron w;is low: " like any other man," he was "

surely
entitled to the enhanced worth of his own iron." The
tenders for the iron were open and public ;

and ^Messrs.

Thompson and Forman, in furnishing iron partly out of
their own stock and partly out of that which they held
for him, did not in anywise affect the price.

" In con-

clusion," says Mr. Hudson,
"

I would observe, that I

am aware that transactions have occurred which are to
be regretted ;

but in respect to which it is some conso-
lation to me to reflect that the Company have in no
instance sustained pecuniary loss. Allow me to ask you
to review those transactions with some remembrance of
the excited period in which they occurred—of the mul-
tiplicity of concerns which I had to superintend and
direct—of the brief opportunities I had for reflection—
and of the impossibility of my giving sufficient atten-
tion to the public duties and private matters which then
claimed my attention."

Accounts of great interest have arrived from the

Pacific, in reference to the expedition in search of Sir
John Franklin. From Mazatlan, under date the 24th
of November, we learn the arrival at that port on the
13th of Her Majesty's ship Herald, Captain Kellatt, and
also that of the British yacht Nancy Dawson, Captain
Bill, with intelligence from Her Majesty's ship Plover
at Bchring's Straits. We learn that the relief ship had
previously penetrated as far as 73 deg. 10 min. N. latitude,
in search of Sir J. Franklin

; and in company with the

yacht named, the Plover's boats also penetrated along a
vast extent of the coast of North America, extending
from Bchring's Straits to the mouth of the Mackenzie
River, the scene of Sir J. Richardson's exit into the
northern seas during the late expedition. It appears
that no traces of the missing navigators were discovered ;

and it is stated that the boats of the Plover consequently
determined, in accordance with their instructions, to
winter on the spot, attempting to roach one of the nearest
traders' stations in the vicinity. The private schooner-
yacht then returned, her light draught liaviug previously
enabled her to explore in company with the boats, and
with the Plover re-entered Bchring's Straits from the
north

;
there the Plover took up her winter quarters,

and subsequently the Herald and Nancy Dawson re-
turned to Mazatlan. The commander of the Plover, it

is stated, entertained gi-eat hopes of Sir John Franklin's

safety, although we are not informed of the grounds upon
which that expectation is based. It is to be regretted
that the advices received are in a measure indefinite ;

and it is still more mournful to learn that the owner of
the yacht which was so nobly conducted along the Arctic
coast from the promptings of a philanthropic spirit,
should have subsequently closed his career at Mazatlan.
It is stated that he had previously been engaged in a
tour round the world, and suddenly altered his course
to aid in the search for Franklin's ships. The yacht had
been put in charge of a sailing-master from one of Her

Majesty's ships at Mazatlan, and will be despatched
home by the British Consul. From New York we
learn also some details of interest in reference to Sir
John Franklin. Letters had been received by influen-
tial individuals in that city from Lady Franklin, desiring
advice and information from the person to whom they
were addressed, as to the expediency of her visiting New
York to arrange an expedition, at her own expense, for
the renewal of the search for her lost husljand next
spring. Lady Franklin is described as meditating the
purchase of two small vessels with that aim.

The Hon. Mrs. Otway Cave, widow of the late ]!on. Robert
Otway Cave, ami eldest daughter of the late Su' Francis liurdett
Bart,, died in Dublin on the 30th ult.

M. QuATREMERE DE QuiNXY, member of the Acadomie dcs
Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, perpetual houorary secretary or
the Academle des Beaux Arts, aud senior member of the Insti-
tute of Frauce, has lately died in his 95th year.

Lieutenant-Colonel Irvine, C.B., of the East India Com-
pany's service, chief director of engineering and architectural
works of the Admiralty, died on the 29th ult. at hi.s residence,
Ilighgate. Colonel Irviue's career was an arduous aud most
distinguished one. He served in many sieges and storms, in
which he was severely wounded, and personally led one or two
forlorn-hopes. As a militaiy engineer his talents were highly
prized in India.

The Princess Caroline Henrietta, mother of the reigning
Prince of Keuss-Schleiz, died on the 24th ult., at the age of 89.

Sir David Dickson, M.D., Inspector of Hospitals .and Fleets
died on the 9tli, at his residence, Durnford Street, Stonehouse, in
the 70th year of his age. He was surgeon of the Brakel in the

expedition to Egypt in 1801.

Lieutenant Waghorn, R.N., the gallant pioneer of the
overlaud route, died at his residence. Golden Terrace, Peuton-
ville, on the Stli, in the 49th year of his age. Mr. Waghovn
had returned only on Christmas day from Malta, where he had
been residing a short time for the benefit of his healtli,
which had been considerably impaired by anxiety aud harass
of mind, arising chiefly from pecuniary engagements contracted
in his prosecution of the Trieste experiments in 1846, and which
liabilities the devotion of all his means and the sacrifice of his
entire property were inadequate to liquidate. Independent of

the main incident of his histoi-y in connection with the Indian

entei*prise, that has immortalised his name as one of the greatest
practical benefactors of the age, his career has been most extra-

ordinary, full of the strangest vicissitudes, and abounding in
evidences of character in eveiy way worthy of enduring com-
memoration. Of the pension lately awarded to him by Govern-
ment he lived to receive only one quarter's payment.

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir James Malcolm, K.C.B., of the

Royal Marines, died on the 3rd, at his seat, Minholm, Dumfries-
shire, at the age of 82. He was second son of Mr. G. Malcolm,
of Burnfoot, and elder brother of Admiral Sir C.Malcolm. He
entered the Royal Marines at the early age of thirteen.

Lieutenant-General Nicol, C.B., died at Clifton on the 6th.

He served with distinction throughout the Peninsular war, and
afterwards in India, in the Nepaul war, when he commanded
a division of the army under Sir David Ochterlony.

Mrs. Bartley, fonnerly Miss Smith, the celebrated tragedian,
died on the 14th in her 65th year.

Madame Grassini, the once celebrated Italian singer, died

lately at Milan, aged 77. She was the aunt of Giulietta Grisi.

COLONIES AND DEPENDENCIES.

A NEW metropolitan association for the reform of Colonial Government challenges unusual attention at
^^ the opening of the year, from the fact that it comprises leading men of all parties not absolutely
engaged in office. Its object is to obtain for all the colonies the most ample powers of local self-govern-
ment, to secure them in such rights as the disposal of their own waste lands, and to protect them in framing
or altering at pleasure the local constitution of each colony.

Such news as meanwhile we receive from the colonies themselves appears to exhibit a somewhat large
field for the exertions of the new society. The settlers of the Cape still resist the admission of convicts, and
Western Australia has pronounced hardly loss unreservedly against the proffered boon of convict labour.

The West Indies groan as loudly as usual, the Canatlians are clamouring for " an independant union
"
of all

the British North American provinces, and New Zealand insists upon the promised constitution which its

new governor has hitherto thought it right to withhold.
The news from India is limited to a rumour of disturbances on the frontier of Peshawur, which receives

importance from the accompanying statement that a distinguished officer had been ordered with a
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considerable force
"
including artillery

"
to maroli to reduce it. It is said to be connected with " the tyranny

of tax-collectors
"—a fruitful isource of rebellion.

The Orerlcmd Mail has brought news from Bombay
to tlio 17th, from Cak^utta to the 7th December, and

from Hongkong to the 30th November. From Bombay
iuformation is'brouglit that more plotting against our

rule by the fugitive Ranee has been discovered
; agents

had been tampering with our troops, and tlius had, as in

many late instances, been delivered into the hands of the

authorities by the honest native subalterns. The young
Maharajah had been sent under strong guard to

Futtebghur. The chieftains whose arrest for plottings
in higher regions were mentioned in late accounts, were

to be sent to Calcutta, there to remain under surveillance

for life. The Governor-general was on his way down
the Indus, and would beat Moultan on the 13th or 1-lth

instant ; Lady Dalhousie was coming homo ill, and her

husband proposed to accompany lier as far as Suez.

Fi'om Calcutta there is anaccouutof personal adventures

of two of our officers, which have ended in their im-

prisonment by the rajah of Sikkim. Dr. Campbell, the

British resident ofDarjeoling, a station near the Thibetian

frontier of Bengal, and Dr. Hooker, a botanist, son of

Sir William Hooker, went on a botanical exploration
over the Thibetian frontier, and were ai-rested by the

Tartar authorities ; they were sent under guard to the

rajah of Sikkim, whom the Tartars hold responsible for

the sacredness of their frontier. The rajah sent word to

our resident at Darjeeling, that he would keep his

prisoners in custody till he obtained satisfaction for

grievances he had been writing about to our Government
for three years past; he was answered with a demand
for the prisoners instanter, and with advice to rely on

the impartiality of the Governor-general for justice.

Meanwhile, the captives were treated with great perso-
nal cruelty.
From ilonglMng the onlj' news of interest relates

to the e-xpedition, consisting of the Phlegethon and

Fury war-steamers, and the Columbine frigate,
under Commander J. 0. D. Hay, against the pirate

Shapng-tsai, which set out from Hongkong on the 1st of

November, just before the last accounts were despatched.
The pirate iieet had retreated to Hainan, and thence to

the Bay of Tonquin ;
the chief trusting to his knowledge

of the difficult waters. On the 17th November our ships
fall in with one of his look-out vessels

;
she took to the

shallows, but was disabled by the Phlegethon's guns,
and then pxirsued and destroyed in the shallows by the

Phlegethon's boats. On the 20th, the pirate fleet was
discovered in the mouth of a river twelve miles beyond
Hoo-nong. It consisted of a large junk mounting 42

guns, commanded by Shapng-tsai liimself, and sixty-three
other war-junks mounting armaments ranging from 34

gains down to 6 guns ;
the whole force afloat being some

1224 guns and 3150 men. Our fleet was steered into the

river by a pilot who had escaped from the shore. In

forty minutes our three ships were all engaged ;
in

another hour the fire of the enemy had been silenced
;

and before eight p.m., twenty-sevenjunks were in flames

and nearly all the rest cut ofl' from retreat. Upwards
of 1000 pirates deserted their ships and took to some

islands, and were there attacked by the natives whose

villages they had ravaged. Next day, twenty-four more

junks were destroyed. In the end, only six of the

smallest junks escaped, with the pirate chief him-
self on board, and these the mandarins declared they
would shortly destroy. Our fleet was assisted by a

small force of junks, despatched under a mandarin.
Major-general Hwang, by the Governor-general Ho

;

and it is stated that he distinguished himself by his

courageous and intelligent command.

been brought in to raise a revenue, by a duty on im-

ports, to pay the interest of the island debt. A petition

was getting up against it, to be sent to the Council,

should it pass the House. The island was healthy, but

business was very dull.

The Jamaica House of Assembly have passed a bill,

for one year, giving the Governor a salary of 4500/. ;

and at the same time a memorial has been transmitted
to the Queen, praying her to relieve the island of this

heavy expense, and requesting that it may be paid from

England as is done in some other islands. This bill is a

renewal of a previous bill, also for one year, which

expired on the 31st of December last. Another bid has

In Barbados a Public Meeting to promote an exten-

sion of the franchise had been held, and resulted in the

formation of a committee in furtherance of that object.

Two anti-slavery meetings had been held, the iii'St

called by the Lord Bishop, the Chief Justice, the Presi-

dent of the Council, and Speaker of the House of

Assembly. This meeting adopted a petition to the Im-

perial Parliament, praying for the enforcement of the

treaties with foreign Powers. The second meeting was

called to afford a deputation from the Anti-Slavery

Society of England an opportunity of addressing the

people. These meetings were well attended, the

speakers consisting of white, black, and coloured

persons. The weather was highly propitious for the

ensuing crop. A much larger yield of sugar was ex-

pected than in 1849. The corn and provision crops

were good and abundant, with the exception of the

yams, which had again been destroyed by bUght.

Advices from the Cape of Good Hope, which are to the

16th of November, state that in answer to innumerable

petitions to send the convicts away, without waiting for

the receipt of the order to do so from England, the

Governor said that ho would not commit an act so illegal,

impolitic, and of dangerous example. The persons

who, in defiance to the Anti-conviet Association and the

pledge, had furnished supplies to the government
officials and the military, had lost all their customers.

Some of them had intimated to the newspapers, and

especially to the South African Advertiser, that actions

for damages were to be brought against them. In one

instance the damages were laid at 500/.

The accounts from Canada state that the Government

had dismissed seventeen Magistrates from the commis-

sion of the peace, as having been parties to the address

for annexation to the United States. Sixteen of these

persons were men of station in Montreal ; two of them

—Mr. Jacob de Witt and Mr. Benjamin Holmes—men-
bers of the Colonial Parliament. Mr. Holmes had

replied to the official notification of his dismissal with

the resignation of his place as member of the commission

for the management of roads, an' office he fiUed with

much advantage to the community

News from Western Australia have been received to

the middle of November. The Swan River settlement

had been thrown into great excitement by the official

announcement that the colony had been converted into

a penal colony from June 1849, without the counter-

vailing boon of a protective force and parliamentary

grant, which had been tacitly calculated on as certain

accompaniments of the convicts. The journals inveigh

with much warmth against the trick by which they
have suffered ; and express great indignation^

at the

loathsome contamination of their shores which the

Colonial Office purposes.—
PROGRESS OF EMIGRATION AND COLONISATION.

An interesting letter from Mrs. Chisholm, on the

subject of Famili/ Colonisation, has been published.

It contains the following observations :—" There is

one fact I feel most anxious to impress upon the

minds of all who are interested in the amelioration

of the poor by means of emigration, viz., that their

emigrating to Austraha improves \mdcr ordmary pru-

dence the circumstances of the individuals, and, if

they conduct themselves with propriety, raises their

position in society. With young women the greatest

caution is necessary in this respect, for their opportuni-

ties of doing well and advancing themselves by marriage
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in the colonies are much greater than in England ;

indeed, as regards the working classes, the advantages
in this way bear no comparison. Emigration gives to

every man, who by character likes to try for it, a certain

position in the community which he could not arrive at

in this country ; every office, I may say, is open to him;
and, if he is by educatiqn unlit to forward his interest in

this way, he at least can by rectitude of conduct gain a
station which wUl enable him to give his children every
advantage. We have not in our colonies the titles that
in this country give importance to a name—-we have not
old baronial castles to appeal to our feelings of national

pride in behalf of the owners
; consequently men look to

men through a more equalising standai'd, and if one
man is to be raised above another, it is by mutual con-

sent
;
the suffrages of the people and character become

there, in a more especial manner, the ladder by which
an ambitious man must rise. Beai'ing in mind what has
struck me on this subject, I have always, in giving
advice to a poor man wisliing to emigrate, looked more
to the position his children were likely to gain, than to

any immediate advantages to himself. Since my arrival

in England, a poor man came to me, having three

daughters, aged from twenty-one to nineteen
;
he pro-

posed to emigrate with his family, through the aid of

the parish to a certain extent. When I looked at his

well-reared and intelligent girls, I was so certain of their

doing well, that I advised the father to send only one
under the care of a friend that was going. He took my
advice. I felt confident that she would soon have a
better oifer than 20/. a year. Four months after she left, I

sent the second sister. On lier arrival in the colony, she
had a married sister to receive her. A letter has since

arrived from the husband of the first married with a

remittance for the third daughter, who is now on the

way out. This again has been followed by a joint letter

from the husbands of the two fii'st girls who went out,

promising a remittance of 50/. to make the father and
mother comfortable, with instructions to an agent for

the emigration of the family. In the daughter's letter

to the father, she says :
—"

Don't, when you are board

ship, say how you got your living at home, or tallv about
what you are to do when you come here. Mrs. Chis-
holm will tell you how to act. Remember, you are to

be a gentleman if you come here
;
that is, you will be

dressed as well as any country farmer in Scotland—you
wiU have the best food, a good horse to ride on, and a
farm of sixty acres to go to, well stocked, so that you
can keep my brothers to help you. . On no account get
a pound from the parish ;

if you should run short of

money, get Mrs. C to manage with the agent. I am
so thankful I took advice, and came as I did." This is

one instance of what I call
"
family colonisation."

The Committee of the Female Emigration Fund ha.ve
received a report from their Sulj-Committee, on the best
mode of conducting the emigration. The following
points appear to be settled:—The candidates must not
exceed thirty-five years of age ; they must be free from
"
any bodily or mental defect likely to impair their use-

fulness as settlers
; they should have had the smallpox,

or have been vaccinated ;
their characters for industry

and morahty should be satisfactory, and it is desirable
that they should read and -nTite ; they should ha-\-e boon
accustomed to washing and cooking, or have had some
experience in domestic service as housemaids or nurses."
The candidates will at first be received in a probationai-y
house, in this country, superintended by a sub-committee,
with a matron accustomed to colonial life, and a sur-

geon ;
there they will acquire some training, and will

prepare their outfit, which must be provided at their
own expense ;

the machinery of the Colonial Land and
Emigration Commission will probably he placed at the
service of the enterprise, both for the passage and the

reception of the emigrants in the Colonies
;
each emi-

grant wiU receive 10s. on landing. The report suggests
that persons having relations in the Colonies might be
invited to apply for assisted passages, one-half of the
cost to be defraj'ed by their friends or the parish. This

report has been adopted by the General Committee
; and

a Committee of Selection has been appointed to prepare
a list of fifty candidates.

A preliminary meeting for the purpose of forming a

parochial association, in aid of the Committee recently
appointed for enabling Distressed Needlewomen to Emi-

grate, was held in the vestry-room of Marylebone parish,
on the 29th ult. The vestry passed a resolution ap-

proving of Mr. Sidney Herbert's scheme for promoting
female emigration, and appointing a committee to

organise a branch association in the borough of Maryle-
bone, with a view to the assistance of their own female

population. The Rev. Dr. Spry, the rector of Maryle-
bone, was requested to act as chairman to the parochial
association, and Mr. H. C. Wilson, honorary secretaiy.—On the 3rd inst., another meeting was held for fur-

thering the object in view, when, after several resolu-

tions of a purely formal character had been agreed to, it

was proposed by Captain Holland that a letter should
be sent to Mr. Harley, the secretary of the central asso-

ciation, expressing the desire of the parishioners of

Marylebone to assist him by a general subscription

throughout the parish, and stating that a public sub-

scription had been commenced. The proposal underwent
some discussion, and it was finally agreed to forward
the letter, as, without pledging themselves to any par-
ticular course, it would elicit the views of the central

body. A subscription was then opened.

MRKATIYE OF FOEEIGN EYENTS.

TTOR the continent generally at the opening of the now year, it is to be said of it simply that tie People
-^ who were lately its masters, have everywhere had to change and make way for the Jlilitaiy, who are its

masters now. But the late governors have left some awkward immoveables behind them, such as representa-
tive government, universal suffrage, jury law, the necessity of popular assent to elections, enfranchisement of

serfs, &c., wliieh will not tend to simplify the toils that await the men of the sword. It will be insti-uctive

to watch the course of events, to observe the alternate preponderance of argument and arms, and discern
to what extent the enlightened, industrious, and liberal classes ^vill be able to stand against the extravagan-
ces of the extremes above and below them.

Louis Napoleon has been trying the pulse of France in regard to absolutism, and has set up a journal to

preach it. It is edited by an old hanger-on or secretary of his in this countiy, who wrote a book about his

captivity in Ham, and was in all respects his convenient flatterer. IL Briffault foi-merly told his prince that
it was bis destiny to suifer, and make suffering heroic and sublime. Now M. Briifault tells his prince that his

task is to repress and create, just as his uncle's was ; and, once and for ever, to lay a strenuous coercive hand on
the press, on his own administration, and on all the factions old and new. The parallel is Napoleon at Marengo ;

and the little Napoleon's journal is to put to flight, as the great man's sword did on that occasion, makers of

chimerical schemes
(e. g. framers of republican constitutions), advocates of old and cflFete customs (e. g. such as

direct representation of the people), traffickers in the public money (e.g. penurious folk who won't increase

the president's salaiy), slanderous scribblers (e. g. every body who objects to the president), and conspii'ators
of the higher and lower orders [e.g. Thiers and Mole as well as Louis Blanc and Caussidiere). Poor President !

A path is before him with daugors accumulating at every step ; with shadows, clouds, and darkness resting
on it ; and not a step has he tiiken hitherto, that has not proved a stumble. The siUiues.- of his present
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move for absolutism is at once tlie measure of his gigantic bopes and his miserably incapable moans. It will

have the fate of all he has tried. He has flung over the socialists without winning the aristocrats. He has

sacriflcod tlie war party without recommending himself to the bourgeoisie. Aud now, rejected for the present

by all, he leans on—M. Briffault ! Alas ! poor Louis Napoleon.
And Pio Nono ! Still more alas, and well a-day, for poor Pio None !

An encyclical letter of the forlorn Pope recants all the hopes and efforts witli which he began Iiis popedom.
The Cardinals are again his masters, and he is the selfannounced willing slave to the College of the Propaganda.
He denounces the new traffic of book-selling (by ^\•llich bibles are sold as well as communist tracts'), affects to

hold up his hands in horror at sociahsm, and calls the ladies who tended the wounded in Rome by the name of

prostitutes ! Nor does his holiness scruple, in this production, to couiile the advance of communism -in

Italy with the operations of the British and Foreign Bible Society in England,—a comparison which will

probably help to open the eyes of some people in this country to the peculiar sort of interest which is taken
in us by the College of Cardinals.

In America the whig President has delivered his Message to the democratic majority in a tone which

party circumstances necessarily render somewhat ambiguous, as it is unquestionably moderate, but of which
this country certainly has no reason to complain. If any regret is to be expressed that General Taylor aud his

government should avow themselves partisans of prohibitive duties for protection as well as revenue, it is for

the argument it suggests against all federative governments, wherein it would appear to be so difficult to levy
the expenses of the general government other than by means of customs. It is also somewhat ominous that
not a word of slavery appears in this Message, when we remember that the claims of the new territories

for admission within the Union, now pressing and imminent, are likely to revive that ciuestion in its most

dangerous aspect.

On new year's day the President of the French Re-
public distinguished the occasion by an Act of Reconci-
liation with an estranged hi-anch of his family

—he
created his uncle, General Jerome Bonaparte, a Field
Marshal of France

; the first creation of the rank which
has been made since the revolution of February.

Considerable sensation was excited in Paris by the

appearance, on Sunday the 6th, of the first number of a

weekly political journal entitled " Le Napoli-on," which
had been announced as being under the patronage of
the Elvsue, and which contained a direct attack upon
the majority of the Chamber, in the following terms ;

—
" With regard to the feeble majority given to the late
measures of the Government, certain journals, whose
intentions are open to doubt, advise the Ministry to
retire. They pretend, in arguing on certain customs of
the past, that, after such checks. Ministers who respect
themselves can no longer, remain in oflico. These
journals are, or feign to be, ignorant of what is now the

position of the responsible liead of the Executive Gov-
ernment. In the new order of things, so long as the
Ministers enjoy the confidence of the President, they
meet with no check. Once for all, we inform the obsti-
nate defenders of the old constitutional routine, that the
chief of the State will retain his Ministers in spite of

jealous attacks, and that the deplorable fact of minis-
terial instability will not be produced again at the will
of parliamentary ambitions." This paragraph appeared
on Sunday night in the " Patrie " and the " Monitour
du Soir," in the place where semi-official articles are

generally inserted, with the word "communique"
attached to it, as an indication that it came from the
Government

;
but in the Assembly on INIonday the

Ministiy denied all responsibility with regard to the
articles which had appeared in the "

Napoleon."
On the lith the legislative assembly commenced the

general debate on the organic bill concerning rublic
Instruction. Its chief opponents were M. Barthelcmy
Seffilaire and M. Victor Hugo. The former attacked it

as a measure which wouUrultimately lead to the des-
truction of the university,—an evil that would leave the
State unable to prevent the imparting of doctrines
subversive of its o\vn constitution. It would create a

monopoly in primary instruction, most for the advantage
of the clergy, since the members of the religious bodies
devoted to teaching would he those who would princi-
pally obtain diplomas as teachers, allhough the laical
teachers are to the clerical teachers as 40,000 to only 3000.

Referring expressly to the Jesuits, M. St. Hilaire
declared his opinion that their re-appearance in France
as a body would be illegal. M. Victor Hugo made a
speech in favour of the voluntai-j' principle in religion,
interspersed with declamations against priestcraft and
the Jesuits. He exclaimed :—" The clerical party is

alarmed at Socialism; it sees the waves rising, and it

imagines that it will have saved societv when it shall

have combined material resistance v.dth social hypocrisy,
and placed a Jesuit wherever there is not a gendarme."
The bill was an attempt to petrify human thought ; to
arrest France in her onward course

;
its authors, fatigueo

with glory, genius, science, and knowledge, stood fast

and proclaimed immoveability to the nation. To such
men he proclaimed in warning accents, that amidst the
movement of all around, their opposition would produce
the most lamentable renewal of revolution. M. Hugo
was boisterously applauded by the mountain

;
and was

so much interrupted by the right, that the President
declared himself restrained from acting as he would
otherwise have done in curbing M. Hugo's Anti-Catholic

eloquence. The bill was supported by tlie bishop of

Langres, who characterised it as a measure of peace,
concord, and compromise. The debate was continued
on the 19th, when the bill was warmly supported by M,
Montalembert and !M. Thiers. M. Coquerel, the eminent
Protestant clergyman, said that he was unable to find in

the bill either real peace or real liberty. The question
of the second reading was carried by a majority of 268.
On the same day, the bill for transporting the insur-

gents of Jime to Algeria, was passed by a large

majority
At a meeting of the cabinet council, it has been

determined almost unanimously that no intervention in
the aff'air of Monte Video shall take place, even should
the government of that republic ofi'er to pay the expenses.
Accounts from the French departments speak of the

immense quantity of snow that has fallen, and which
has occasioned several disasters. Travellers lost their

way, and a rural letter-carrier was found dead in the
snow. In many cantons of the department of the

Ariege the snow has risen to the coping of the houses.

Many persons have perished in the avalanches, which
are frequent; and whole fioeks of sheep have been swept
away. In the Jura the communication is completely
interrupted, ami many persons have fallen a prey to the
wolves. In the sti'eets of several towns the snow is

more than three metres in depth. In the Saone and
Lohe, the wolves, impelled by cold and hunger, boldly
enter the villages ;

and in one a woman was devoured

by these animals, almost at the door of her house. In
other places the bells had to he pealed during the day
and niglit, in order to serve as a guide to the traveller

and to the field- labourer.

A villain named Aymet has poisoned a number of

persons at Paris. On New Year's Day, he sent packets
of pastry and bon-bons to two women

; employing boy.")
he found in the street to deliver them. The recipients
did not know who had sent the articles, and which were
eaten by many persons. All were soon after attacked
with the symptoms of poisoning, and suff'cred much

;
an

officer of the National Guard and a girl died. Aymet
had formerly seduced one of the females to whom he
sent the confectionary, had been imprisoned, and had
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rowed vengeance. Suspicion fell on him from an anony-
mous letter which accompanied one of the packets ;

he

was arrested ;
and then a number of circumstances fixing

guilt upon him came out. Eventually, he avowed him-
self as the assassin.

77(6 Portuguese Cortes -were opened on the 2nd inst.

by the Queen in person, on which occasion her Majesty
delivered a speech, presenting on the whole a favourable

view of the afl'airs of the nation. The last and most

interesting paragraph is as follows: "I most especially

recommend you to go hand in hand with my Govern-

ment in studying the real situation of the country, and

adopting the measures required to establish upon a

solid basis the definite organisation of the national

finances." In the mean time commercial and monetary
affairs continue in the same depressed state at Lisbon as

before. All the civil, military, and naval departmental
officers are in arrears of pay from four to ten and twenty
months.

Considerable agitation has been excited at Berlin,

owing to the probable success of the extreme Conserva-

tive party in persuading the King not to swear fidelity

to the Constitution, and a ministerial crisis was expected.
The King, however, has intimated his willingness to

take the oath to the Constitution, but witli modifications

which were to lie proposed to the Chambers.
The Plenipotentiaries forming the Council ad interim

for managing the affairs of the German Federation have

met at Frankfort.

The Journal of St. Petersburg of the 6th instant con-

tains the official sentences passed on twenty-one Russian

subjects, arrested some months since, as members of a

conspiracy against the Emperor's person. They are

chiefly officers in the Guard, or civil officers of rank.

Three of the number, Timkovski, Luvof, and Plests-

cheief, belong to the old nobility of the empire, and the

last is a name taking precedence in history of that of

the Romanoffs. But Kaschkine, son of a conspirator
exiled to Siberia after the revolt of Pestel and Releife

in 1825, seems to have played the most remarkable part
in this transaction. Confronted with the Emperor, who
promised him a full pardon if he would betray his ac-

complices, Kaschkine indignantly refused
;
and added,

that he had not been inspired with the idea of revenging
the condemnation of his father, which was accounted

one of the glories of his house, but by the conviction

that neither Nicholas nor his family were fitted to make
his country's happiness. Twenty of the conspirators
were condemned with him to death

;
and their sentences

were commuted into hard labour in the Siberian mines,

by the Emperor.

A letter from Presbiirg, dated the 30th of December,
gives the following information respecting the families

of Kossuth, Guyon, and others of the late Hungarian
leaders :

—A paragraph has gone the round of the Ger-
man papers, giving the world to understand that the
mother and children of Kossuth have been set at liberty ;

that upon their leaving their prison at Pesth they came
to Vienna, in order to provide themselves with a pass-

port to Turkey. The only word of truth in this story is

that this
" noble old mother," with her three grand-

children, left their prison at Pesth, but it was to enter a
new jail at Presburg : and such a jail ! When these

helpless beings were consigned to the hospital of the

Schloss-berg, the cholera and typhus fever were both

raging there, and "
Death, busiest from couch to couch,

tended the sick." The cholera and typhus have done
their work, and death is not so busy now among the

patients ;
the grandmother and the three little Kossuths

are still there, thank God, all well. The children of

Guyon are also there, behind that tall black wall, pierced
with little square holes, that runs round the top of the
conical hill overhanging the town. You are not to

understand that, because they arc in a prison-hospital,

they are in a ward mixed with either the crowd of sick

or criminals. Their apartments are such as, separated
from such a neighbourhood, and unhaunted by such
terrible associations, would probably content their modest
wants. The children have a tutor appointed by the

Government. An attempt was made latterly to induce
Madame Kossuth, by the offer of liberty and a commo-
dious residence elsewhere, to leave the children, with
what success may bo imagined. If she had been their

mother, instead of their father's mother, the proposition
could not have been rejected with greater scorn. Where
the wife is remains to this moment a profound secret.

The children consist of two little boys and a girl. The
youngest boy is a charming little fellow, full of infantine

malice. He says to the Austrian officers,
" Wait : I will

draw you papa's picture ;

" and then he scribbles one of

those naive ovals which pass current with such artists

for symbols of the human head divine, with a lot of

scratches at one end for the beai.I. Sometimes he pre-
tends to smuggle something in as lie passes the sentinel,
who cries out,

" Show me what yon have in your hand,
sirrah!" The little fist, after some sham reluctance,
expands, and shows—nothing ! Then off he bounds in

ccstacies of laughter. One can never look up at those

dismal walls without thinking of the " noble old mother "

and that pretty little fellow singing in his stony cage.
Nor are these the only family at Presburg struck by the

Hungarian calamity. There are some struck indeed far

deeijcr. There is the widow of General Leiningen ;

there is the widow of General Damjanich, free, indeed,
both to carry their sorrows and destitution ^^•hither they
please. These helpless women, after the execution of

their husbands, were not only despoiled of all property
in laud inherited in their own right, which is contrary
to the Hungarian law, but not even suffered to retain a

fraction of the personal property of their husbands.

Nay, even their wardrobes were sacked, and their

dresses and trinkets snatched from them. It does credit

to the citizens of Arad that they would not bid for

those articles of female apparel when put up to pultlic
auction

;
for that they deserve the blessing of Damjanich.

The dresses were knocked down without civil competi-
tion eher.p to Austrian officers. Leiningen was an ac-

complished scholar as well as soldier, and had composed
a liistory of the war. This manuscript, secreted with

jealous care by his widow, who valued it more than her

jewels, did not escape the narrow search to which her

effects were exposed, and was also torn from her pos-
session.

Accounts from Stockholm state that the festivities of

Christmas Day were interrupted by a large fire, which
threatened to reduce the town of Drottnigholm to ashes.

There was great difficulty in obtaining water, in conse-

quence of the river being frozen over. The King and
the Crown Prince, with several officers, instantly set out

from Stockholm, and were among the first on the spot ;

and by their presence and encouragement greatly stimu-

lated the efforts of the firemen and others, and the con-

flagration was subdued after destroying several buildings

belonging to the Castle.

Letters from Constantinople of the 31st ult. announce
that diplomatic relations have been officially renewed
between Russia and Turkey, the difference relative to

the refugees of Widdin having been completely adjusted.
The exchange of the protocol took place on that day
between M. Titoff and the Minister for Foreign Affairs.

The last-mentioned accounts add that the Poles impli-
cated in the late Hungarian insurrection are to be

confined in the town of Koniah, in Asia Minor. Neither

the Porte nor any foreign power can, for the future,

protect political delinquents flying from Russia or

Austria into Turkey. No person, however, furnished

with an English or French passport can be seized by the

Russian or Austrian authorities whilst in the Ottoman

territory, unless the crime he is charged with be fully

proved before the ambassador, consul, or agent of the

government whose passport he holds.

Great excitement has been occasioned by a publication
of official documents from Honduras, announcing tliat

Tigre Island, and other islands alleged to belong to the

republic of Honduras, had been taken possession of by
Mr. Chatfield, the agent of Great Britain, and the com-

manders of her Britannic Majesty's steamers Gorgon
and Plumper. One accoimt infonns us that the flag of

Honduras had been hauled down
;
and another, that the
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" American flag had been torn down." Mr. Squicr,

agent of the United States, had previously negotiated
with Honduras for Tigre and other islands in the Bay of

Fonseca, on the Pacific coast, to be ceded to the United

States. "We learn also that he had previously taken

possession of Tigre. According to private letters, an

English force has also seized the ports of Tru.'dllo and

Moro. Mr. Squier, it is added, demanded the evacu-

ation of Tigre in six days, which was refused by Mr.
Chatiield

;
but the latter agreed to submit the question

to his Government immediately. One letter-writer,

dating fi-om Leon, says that Mr. Chatfield denies the

right of Honduras to sell—denies her national existence

(formerly part of Central America), also of San Salvador

(likewise a part of Central America), and also because

England has a lien upon the islands of Honduras, and
the ports of Moro and Truxillo in San Salvador, in

Tirtue of loans and claims of British subjects, duly

guaranteed. These claims arose, it is said, prior to

the division of Central America into small republics.

TigTe Island is about 120 or 130 mOes west by north
of Lake Nicaragua, and is naturally a point of some

importance in connexion with the projected Nicaragua
Canal, and it therefore acquires great value in American
calculations.

The message of the President of the United States,
on the meeting of Congress, on the 24th of December,
embraces many topics; among which, the relations of

his government with Great Britain is, of course, the

most interesting. On this head, he says :
—" Our rela-

tions with Great Britain are of the most friendly
character. In consequence of the recent alteration of

the British navigation acts, British vessels, from British

and other foreign ports, will (under our existing laws),
after the 1st day of January next, be admitted to entry
in our ports, with cargoes of the growth, manufacture,
or production of any part of the world, on the same
terms as to duties, imposts, and charges, as vessels of the

United States with their cargoes ; and our vessels will

be admitted to the same advantages in British ports,

entering therein on the same terms as British vessels.

Should no order in Council disturb this legislative

arrangement, the late act of the British Parliament, by
which Great Britain is brought within the terms proposed
by the act of Congress of the 1st of March, 1817, it is

hoped, will be productive of benefit to both countries."

The President expresses his pleasure at the resumption
of diplomatic intercourse with France, after its tempo-
rary interruption. Regarding the dispute between
Denmark and >Sleswig-Holstein, he professes the strictest

neutrality. With regard to Germany, the following
passage is remarkable:—"Although a minister of the

United States to the German Empire was appointed by
my predecessor in August, 1848, and has for a long time
been in attendance at Frankfort-on-the-Maine

;
and

although a minister, appointed to represent that empire,
was received and accredited here, yet no such government
as that of the German empire has been definitely
constituted. Mr. Donnelson, our representative at

Frankfort, remained there several months
;

in the

expectation that a union of the German states, under
one constitution or form ofgovernment, might at length
be organised. It is believed by those well acquainted
with the existing relations between Prussia and the
states of Germany, that no such union can be perma-
nently established without her co-oi)eration. In the
event of the formation of such an union

;
and the

organisation of a central power in Germany, of which
she should form a part, it would become necessary to

withdraw our minister at Berlin ; but, while Prussia
exists as an independent kingdom, and diplomatic
relations are maintained with her, there can be no

necessity for the continuance of the mission to Frank-
fort. I have, therefore, recalled IMr. Donnelson, and
directed the archives of the legation at Frankfort to be
transferred to the American legation at Berlin." The
message earnestly calls the attention of Congress to an
amendment of the existing laws, relating to the African
Slave Trade, with a view to its effectual abolition

;
and

sketches out the proposed plan for a canal across the
Isthmus of Panama, inviting all nations to co-operate
in this pxeat work.

On the 22nd of December, after sixty-four ballots, the
Honorable Howell Cobb, of Georgia, the democratic

candidate, was elected Speaker of the House of liepre-
sentatices.

The Hungarian Refugees have arrived at New York,
where they have been received with great distinction.

Before leaving Europe, Governor Ujhazi, the defender
of Comorn, wrote from London to General Taylor
informing him of the desire of the Hungarian exiles to

find an asylum in the United States. General Taylor
said, in reply:

—"The people of this Republic have

deeply sympathised with the Hungarians in th' ir recent

struggle for constitutional freedom, and in the calamities

which have befallen their nnhajipy land
;
and I am sure

that I but speak the universal sentiment of my country-
men in bidding you, and your associates, a cordial

welcome to our soil—the natural asylum of the oppressed
from every clime. We offer you protection and a free

participation in the benefits of our institutions and our
laws

;
and trust that you may find in America a second

'home.'"
General Cass has given notice in the senate of an

instruction to the Committee on Foreign Relations, to

inquire into " the expediency of suspending diplomatic
relations with the Austrian Government," on account
of her cruel political executions of the Hungarian
patriots. A resolution proposed by Mr. Root, of Ohio,

tending to establish territorial governments in the
Mexican conquests, and prohibiting slavery therein, has

produced a division of 101 to 81
;
which the Northern

or Wilmot Proviso party deemed a triumph.
The Legislature of the State ofVermont unanimously

voted resolutions expressing readiness to receive the

Canadas into the American Union, provided the step
were effected " without a violation of amicable relations

with the British Government and of the law of nations."

A strange and romantic incident has occurred in the

Boston Lunatic Hospital. A mother and daughter
(emigrants) both became inmates at different dates, and
were placed in the same story of the budding, where

they had access to the same hall. They met and recog-
nised each other, though one had left the other years

ago in Ireland. They had each crossed the ocean,
become residents in New York, and lost all knowledge
of the other's history or fate

;
both became bereft of

reason, and in a madhouse, surrounded by those who
were hopelessly insane, the child and parent met

;

though reason was dethroned, and they were there with
minds diseased, yet nature triumphed over the clouded

intellect, and for a brief moment they conversed on the
land of their birth, and of their separation.

Advices from California to the 16th November have
been received. The new Constitution, of which we
some time since gave the marked features, had been

adopted abnost unanimously. The rainy season had set

in ;
the streams in the mining country were already

much swelled, and large numbers of miners had returned
to the coast for winter quarters. In consequence, there

had been a sudden rise in the cost of provisions, &c.,
and an increase of disease

;
the cholera, dysentery, and

fever prevailed
—though not so fatally as to cause much

alarm. The gold-digging of the year is thoughl to be

only about equal to that of last year
—about 8,000,000

dollars' worth.—A letter from San Francisco says,
—

"
Walking through the city reminds me of an immense

fair
;
music issues from every third house, where gamb-

ling is carried on to a frightful extent, ragged loolcing
fellows staldng their 10, '20, or 30 dollars at montem,
and losing them with the utmost coolness Women
occasionally may be seen, with handkerchiefs full of

dollars and doubloons, playing with great eagerness."
The rush for California from the United States is

described as being immense. No less than three steamers,
each filled with passengers, left New York for the

golden land a few days before the last mail for England.
Emigration to the Pacific also from New England is

quite active. It is calculated that there are at present
300 ships in the Bay of San Francisco, mostly without
crows

;
that 500 vessels have sailed from the United

States for California, besides steamers
;
that these vessels

have conveyed 50,000 passengers ; and that 50,000 more
have gone by land, making 100,000 in all.
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NAERATIYE OF LITERATURE AND ART.

THE opening of the new year has been signalised by a discussion (arising out of the death of Mr. Tytlej
the historian) which illustrates the position of literature in England with relation to the State. His

pension falls, and is not renewable ; the State having compromised all such claims upon it, fifteen years

ago, by that new and magnificent arrangement of the Civil List which secured the yearly disposal of

twelve' hundred a-year, as its total and entire recognition of all sucli services. But even this superb
economy docs not satisfy everybody. It has given opportunity to an ardent enemy of protection (a

convert, and over zealous, as converts generally are) to protest that all protection, by way of pensions
or otherwise, is as mischievous in literature as in commerce, and that the let-alone system is best for both.

In other words, that the Government of a country, which is encouraged on all occasions to recognise
sendees done to the State by professors of arms, lavsr, divinity, and diplomacy, should be forbidden to

acknowledge, in any manner, services done to the State by distinguished eftbrts in art, literature, and science.

It is highly fitting and appi-opriate that the Mr. Jenkins who proposes this should have taken the same
occasion of contrasting professional "authors of the middling and lower order," as a public nuisance, with

cravings "after literary fiime in men of rank and fortune," as a symptom of social progress. The real truth

is that, manifold as are the shortcomings of our Government in questions not directly affecting the markets
or prices current, it labours under no opprobrium so gi-eat as its exaggerated appreciation of the military
services, and its neglect of great scientific, literary, and moral services. The most common of the abilities

are the most rewarded, while the most rare benefactors of the human race ai'e left to such nobility as

they can bestow upon themselves. No rank was conferred on Jenner ; and the highest rank assignable by
custom to the most exalted literary genius, is the honour of a bai'onetcy. We take nothing to do from a

parcel of sinecure clerks in Chancery, and compensate them with tens of thousands a year. But so

abundant and dog-cheap are worthy laloourers in literature, or so few and easily rewarded, that an annual

pension-fund to the amount of twelve hundred pounds satisfies them all
;
to say nothing of royal writing-

masters, dancing-masters, and retired coachmen, flimg into the same Ust ! How long
—how long?

The publications of the first month of the new year
have been more than ordinarily numerous, but of com-

paratively trifling importance. To a great extent, they
have been reprints of new editions, or of books originally

published in America. Mr. Murray has thus reissued

the leading works of Washington Irving, with some new

biographies, in the library form which they had lately
received from a New York publisher ;

Mr. Bentley has

reprinted some volumes of travels and geographical
science ; and Sir. John Chapman has published a new
work by Emerson on Representatiie Men.
But decidedly the most welcome and valuable of our

literary visitors from the other side of the Atlantic has

been Mr. Ticknor's History of Spanish Literature. The
author of this book was well known to Southcy, and, as

well in his love for Spanish and Portuguese literature,

as in the character of his mind and tastes, bears some
resemblance to our distinguished countryman. His

style is not so well knit, but it is ample and forcible
;

and in this book, which appears to have been the labour

of a life, a want is supplied which scholars and men of

letters have heretofore distinctly felt. The subj ect is taken

in three periods : the first conducting the language and
literature from their origin to the end of Ferdinand and
Isabella ;

the second, descriptive of the course and fate

of Spanish literature under the house of Austria ; and
the third, of its de^stinies under the Bourbons. Under
these divisions, there are also sub-divisions of the

authors treated of, iuto the various classes of chronicles,

ballads, the drama, and so forth,
—excepting always where

in one great name is included an entire literary epoch,
as in those of Alphonso the Wise, Cervantes, and Lope
de Vega, when the works of that writer form a section

in themselves.

The most important English book has been a long-

promised edition of Marloioe's Wm'ks, by the Rev.
Alexander Byce, with a text thoroughly revised from a

comparison of the foi-mer editions, and a new life. To
none of the early English dramatists was such a service

so emphatically due. The modern edition it displaces is

one of the worst conceivable ; yet this rude great writer

will always possess an interest superior (with but one

exception) to the most refined of his cotemporaries or

successors, because in him we find first those forms of

fancy, and that intense beauty and fitness of language,
which were transfused into the later poets. Excepting for

this his writings would hardly have survived their general
violence and extravagance ;

but this has made them a

vital portion of English literatvue, and connected them
with even the history of our language. Among the

curious facts discovered by Mr. Dyce two are worth
mention. The first is that the poet, who was the sou
of a shoemaker at Canterbury, received his education at
the king's school in that city ; where it seems probable
that by early indications of learning and genius he
obtained the patronage of Chief Baron Manwood, and
was thus enabled to proceed to Benet College in Cam-
bridge, where he took his bachelor's degree when he
was twenty. Mr. Dyce's second curious discovery is,

that after he had pi-oduced "blaspheming Tantburlaine"

xipon the boards of a London theatre, when he was four
and twenty, he was enabled to take his master's degree.
This would seem to indicate that a writer of stage plays
at that period could hardly have seemed so contemptible
a person to a University Don as he is generally supposed
to have been.
The other most interesting book of the month is the

commencement of Soiithey's Life and Correspondence,
by his son. A new Life of Calvin has also been published
by Mr. Dyer, with information from original sources

;

a book upon The London Prisons, by Mr. Dixon, con-
tains useful and curious information

;
and Yankee land has

suggested another book of travels and of shrewd womanly
observation under the title of Hesperos. In the way of
fiction there is nothing worth placing upon record

;
but

our summary may close with the mention of a tragedy
on the subj ect of Ga^jVeo Galilei, hy a writer not hitherto
known in poetry, which is marked by unusual evidences
of philosophic thought as well as high poetic feeling.

Mrs. Mowatt, the American actress, has produced e
five-act comedy at the Olympic Theatre, called Fashion,
or Life at New York. It is well acted, and has had
some success. If it is a true portraiture of American
fashionable society and manners, then the Americans
have no reason to complain of Mrs. TroUope and other

English writers as unfair caricaturists.

Mr. Mitchell has resumed his performances of French

operas at the St. James's Theatre, with a good companj-,
comprising Chollet, Nathan, Mdlle. Charton, Mdlle.

Guichard, and SIdlle. Cotti. Halevy's latest work, Le
Val d'Andorre, and Herold's Zampa, have been ex-

tremely well got up and performed, and received with
much favour.

The only musical perfonnances are the Wednesday
Concerts at Exeter Hall, where a great variety of popular
music is very well performed. They consequeutJy draw
crowded houses.
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COMMERCIAL RECORD.

BANKRUPTS.
Frmn the Gazette of Jan. 1. Edward Bell, Lambeth-vralk,

grocer.—Joseph Fisher, Cleeve, Somersetshire, money-scri-
vener.—William Pearson, M.iryport, Cumberland, iron-founder.—Zaccheus Stafford, Nottingham, innlieeper.—John Wil-
liams, Newport, Monmouthsliire, auctioneer.
Jan. 4. JoHX Dixox, Liverpool, gi'ocer.

—William Pauling,
Ilulyhead.hotel-keeper.

—Hexky Edwaed Tl'ck, New Cavendish-

street, milliner.
Jan. 8. William Bedforo, Fen Drayton, Cambridgeshire,

farmer.—Elias Cocker, Manchester, cotton manufacturer.—
Edward Effer, Totnes, Devonshire, victualler.— Edward
Farkar, Guildford-street, apothecary.

Jan. 11. William Cornish, Bristol, cabinet-maker.—William
DoBBS, Wolverhampton, Staflbrdsliire, brassfounder.— John
Freeman, Millbank, AVorcestershire, hor.se-dealer. — Henry
James Hinxhan, Bury, Lancashire, apothecary.

—John Mat-
thews and John Martin, Chichester -place, King's-cross,

drapers.
—John Head, Melcombe Regis, Dorsetshire, grocer.

—
John Stuckes, Exeter, innkeeper.

—George Tkottee, Glou-

cester, coachmaker.
Jan. 15. Vincent Cooke, Worcester, cabinet-maker.—Wil-

liam Drabbes, Askern, Yorkshire, innkeeper.
—William Lee,

King's Mills-wharf, Rotherhithe, barge-builder.
—John Morrish,

Tiverton, Devonshire, cooper.
—John Mickleston, Jun., Shrews-

bury, grocer.—John Charles North, Stamford, coal-dealer.

George Olney, Liverpool, passenger broker. — Jonathan
Payne, Milton-street, Dorset-square, livery stable-keeper.—
Benjamin Rawlings, Queen's-row, Pimlico, linen-draper.—
Henry SnxcLiFFE and Joseph William Harris, Roehd.ale,

cotton-spiuners.
—John Edward Toduunter, Darlington, Dur-

ham, bookseller.

Jan. 18. Edward Brattan, Northwich, Cheshire, cabinet-
maker.—Edward Dixon, Gravesend, oil and colourman.—John
Edwards, Manchester, manufacturer.—John Sewell Gowrixg,
Swatfham, Norfolk, bookseller.—Nelson John Holloway-,
Minories, City, clock-manufacturer.—Jesse Hitton and Jona-
than Fisher, Foleshill, Warwickshire, silk-manufacturers.—
Benjamin Jefferies, Worcester, boat-builder.—George Stone,
Colchester, grocer.

—Samuel Sutton, Old-Bailey, City, hard-
wareman.—Charles Wood, Ditcheling, Sussex, butcher.
Jan. 22. James B.\nnehb, Exeter, law-stationer.—D.AN1EL

Bishop, York-street, St. James' s-square, wine-merchant.—
Robert Fulford, Fulford's-place, Southgate-road, Middlesex,
builder.—George Hammond, Milton next Gravesend, Kent, and

Mill-wall, Poplar, wharfinger. — John Hignett, Weaverham,
Cheshire, shoemaker.—Jesse Hilton and Jonathan Fisher,
Foleshill,Warwickshire, silk-manufacturers.—Robert Kennett,
Broadway, Westminster, and Wilton-mews and Wilton-road,
Pimlico, licensed victualler.—John Oliver, Queen's-road, Bays-
water, plumber.—William Shaw and Samuel Shaw, Upper
Jlill and Grasscroft, Yorkshire, timber merchants.
Jan. 2,5. Johann Christian Bremer, Mark-lane, City, mer-

chant.—Benjamin Hewitt, Burton-upon-Trent, licensed vic-

tualler.—Peter Mann, Leeds, corn-factor.— George Rennie,
Liverpool, merchant.—"Thomas Smurwaite, Scarborough, York-
shire, wine merchant.—John Webster, Southgate, Middlesex,
dealer in mining shares.

Jan. 29. John Baker, Cheltenham, boot and shoe manufac-
turer.—Sajhiel Banfill, Edward-street, St. Marylebone, cabinet
maker.—Thomas Don, Swinton Iron Works, 'West Riding of

Yorkshire.—Timothy' Harvey, Newark-upon-Trent, Notting-
hamshire, miller.—Richard Leach, Newmarket, Suffolk, tailor.

—James Henry Mills, Hove, Sussex, broker.—Thomas M.vr-
thew Peacock, Lower-marsh, Lambeth; High-street, Poplar;
and Dcptford, boot and shoe maker.—Henry George Rideout,
Nottingham, glove manufacturer.—Henry Rose, Manchester
and Salford, common brewer.—George Fletcher Sharples,
Manchester, hosier.—Henry Stb.atton, Aylesbury, Bucking-
hamshire, trader.

BANKRUPTCIES ANNULLED.
Jan. IS. George Teaglb 'Winter, Brick-lane, St. Luke's,

builder.—Josf.ph Fox, North-street, IBethnal-green, and 'Vic-

toria-grove, 'Victoria-park, timber merchant.—Francis Teale,
Leyton, Essex, brewer.

Jan. 24. Thomas Wickekden, Harp-lane, Tower-street, City,
wine merchant.

THE STOCK AND SHARE MARKETS.
City, Jan. 28.

There has been a good deal of fliictuation in the Stock Market
during the month, and the transactions during the first fortnight
were on a very extensive scale. The New Y'ear opened with
Consols at 96 to J for th« 16th Januaiy, but the price speedily
rose, marking 97J on the 4th; and notwithstanding a slight
re-action which then occurred, the upward movement continued
till the 9th, when Consols reached 97.f. After this some weak-
ness became apparent, which was farther increased by the an-
nouncement of a new Russian loan for five millions and a half

sterling, and on the 16th the price had fallen to 96. By the
20th it had reached 97, and again receded, and to-day is quoted
U6J to \. Of late the business has been on a very quiet scale.

The Railway Share Market has been good and buoyant during
the month, and a very sensible rise in value has taken place for

every description of stock. There has been a large increase in
the business, and more investment on accoimt of the public than
for some time past. The tone at present is still very iirm and
satisfactory.

STOCKS.
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THE THEEE KINGDOMS.

THE Great Protectionist Giui has gone off in parliament without any effect much more notable than the

-^bringing Jo\vn of Mr. Gladstone. The aim of the thing was a motion to relieve the land of alleged peculiar
burdens ; and the "

cunning man
"
thought it so modest of Mr. Disraeli to ask for protection in that way,

that he voted for granting it, in order to prevent any more being asked foi\ To concede a part, he argued,
was the way to avoid all necessity of conceding any more ; which was as if old Thomas Aquinas had come
back to prove to us, that the effectual way to exclude the big end of the wedge wa.s to make no scruple of

admitting the little end. Nevertheless Mr. Disraeli's modesty, though rewarded by a somewhat larger
minority than usual, has not increased his popularity wth his o\\^l party ; which is manifestly a house divided

against itself, for all purposes but those of faction. The farmers now hear one batch of their friends

clamouring for protection, as a dear defunct who must be revived ; while the other sensibly advertises its

readiness to be content -with compensation for the departed. The choice is whether they will wait for the
chance of a dead spouse re-appearing, or "relieve their burdens" of giicf by asking another spouse to
take her place ; and the public has cause to be equally on its guard against both. Its interest does not lie

with the choice of either. It is not possible that the beloved of the farmers should have charms for any but
themselves : for though they quarrel mightily aliout their own intei-ests, they never combine without a most
astonishing zeal against everybody else's. Their leader in the House of Lords is now conducting a powerful
opposition against equal law for Orangemen and Catholics in Ireland ; and no less than eight times did their

representatives, in the House of Commons, divide the other night against amendment of the Irish franchise.

From the sense of labouring with injustice, when really strong and sincere, a certain sjTupatby with its

victims of every kind would seem to be inseparable. But the cry for protection is 'oased on no such feeling.
Selfishness is the largest ingi-edient in it.

Nor is it confined to farmers. The Bishop of London is now clamouring for protection against Mr. Gorham
and the Privy Council, in precisely the spirit with which fanner Lennox cries out to be protected against
Mr. Cobden and Mr. Bright. His grace is alarmed, forsooth, and feels his conscience heavily burdened, by
the fact of such questions as are now in issue between Mr. Gorham and Doctor Philpotts, being referred to a

lay tribunal, for whose orthodoxy there is no guarantee. \Miat the judgment is likely to be, he knows not :

but whatever it may be, the constitution of the judges forbids orthodox reliance on their ^visdom. In other

words. Doctor Blomfield desires to see the church of England released from the civil bonds which separate
her, more than any other peculiarity in her institutions, from alliance with the Church of Rome. Ho will

have nobodjT but archbishops, bishops, deans, and professora of divinity, sit in judgment upon her ; and for

that purpose has submitted a bill for the enactment of such a court of appeal, rice the pri^'T council deposed,
to the house of which he is a member. It is to be hoped that their lordships, mindful of the great event
which gives Doctor Blomfield his seat among them, will know how to deal with it. It is in effect an attempt,

very thinly veiled, to assail the doctrine of the Royal Supremacy. What the Bishop of London means by
orthodoxy is evasion of the troublesome fetters of the State.

It is precisely the feeling which actuates the reverend brawlers against the Government on the subject of

education. One of their bigots, a Doctor of Divinity, went so far the other day at a meeting in Willis's

Rooms, as to call down a curse on all who were engaged in promoting a particular bi-anch of the system of
education sanctioned by the Government Council. Three bishops (Philpotts, of course, was one), five peers,
fom' archdeacons, and numerous dignitaries of the Church, stood upon the platform beside the reverend impre-
cator

;
but not a voice was lifted in protest or rebuke. All present were in fact committed to tlie same horrible

doctrines. They proceed, asamatter of course, from the pretensions to infallibilitynowcommon mth large sections

of English churchmen, and which are in fact the origin of such proposed enactments as those of the Bishop
of London. The men who hold these doctrines stigmatise as mfidels all who would dispute the Church's claims

to a monopoly of education. They denounce, as worse than ignorance, all education not directly emanating from
the Church, and exclusively controlled by it. They carry out, in their thoughts and practice, an intolerance

even more awful than the intolerance with which the great Roman satirist charges the Jews, to whom he

imputes a bigotry so unfeeling, narrow, and extreme in its bitterness, that out of their own sect tlicy would
not point the way to the traveller, nor show the thirsty the desired spring. And all this is going on in a

couutiy where the proportion of children at school to the population is one in thirteen, and in which one

half of the population cannot write their names !

Earnest men, however, begin to see the tenible danger that threatens us in this direction, and arc making
strenuous efi'orts to avert it. Nor, it might have seemed to a stranger present in the House of Commons
when Mr. Fox lately introduced the subject, are the chances of success for such efforts by anj- means
remote. Mr. Fox asked leave to bring in a bill, giving at the same time a general view of the educational

scheme intended to be embodied in it
;
and the mixed conciliatoiy and comprehensive character of this

saheme seems to have come before the house so much in the nature of a surprise, that nobody upon the

instant was prepai-ed to threaten opposition. The effect was curious. Never till then had such a reception
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been given to a Radical speech on Education. Tlie ChuFch-party did not disallow, the Minister even spoke
iu approval, and the advocates of secular instraction were fain to express by silence at once their hopes and
their fears. But the latter have most reason to predominate, notwithstanding apparent signs to the contrary.

Supposing even the cursing priests silenced and defeated, it would, we fear, be building a tower on sand to

expect that all other conflicting parties in this country are prepared suddenly to unite in tlie assertion that

differences of creed shall no longer be allowed to act as a prohibition against knowledge. Substantially this

is the principle of Mr. Fox's proposal ; and though, to save us all, such a principle must be carried into

practice sooner or later, there is siuall chance of the right beginning being made, till the Government arc

bold enough and strong enough to take some steps in advance of the people. Who can doubt but that the

religious cry, if not the religious curee, will again bo raised if needful, to sustain the monstrous charge of infidelity

against men whose only error (if it be one) is to think religion too vital an element in education to bo marred
or excluded by scctaiian dispute ?

Such is the vicious circle in which ignorance moves, that only to a people uneducated could the arguments
used to keep them so be addressed with any chance of acceptance. Secular education is described and
believed to be exclusive of religion, while all its efforts are shaped to give practical force to religion.

Does anyone believe that what at present passes for religious education, at Sunday-schools and. the like,

is deserving of the name of education at all ? Does anyone doubt that in proportion as spelling is taught,

religion is not taught, when the Bible is used for a spelling-book '\ We shall have to look these truths in

the face before long, and to confess that children will not know religion less by knowing other things
as well, but that the capacity of better comprehending and acting upon its ti-uths will be strengthened

by gcnend knowledge. At present it is called encouraging infidelity to inculcate such doctrines ; but
in what other way could religious teaching be made universal, but by giving free scope to the efforts of

every religious sect 1 AVhat is now proposed to be tried would meddle with no existing plan by which,
in any small or great degree, education is ah'cady extended to the people. All that it asks to do is to

educate such waifs and strays as neither Chui'chmeu nor Dissenters can draw within their several folds. Nay
more, it would make religion compulsorily a part of education, simply reserving to the parent a liberty of pro-

viding the religious instructor. It woukl compel certificates of attendance on the instnictors so appointed. It

would use the official machinery already established, apply no compulsion where voluntary efforts are found
to operate successfully, confirm all Government aid as at present given to rival or contending sects, and

simply secure (by a local rate) what every other means may have failed to provide for the remaining portion of

the people. But its merits foredoom it against all favourable fortune but such as it may derive from discus-

sion. Free and fr;uik discussion alone can help us in the matter. The more discussion there is, and the

bolder it is, the more it will be made obvious that knowledge and religion can have no exclusive or separate
interests ; seeing that the knowledge which indisposes a man to religion is as likely to be false knovvledge, as

the religion which indisposes a mau to knowledge is certainly false religion.

The representative of Oxford bigotry made a serious mistake in pointing to the celebrated tenth of April
as an answer to all this, and proof of a well educated people. Admitting that numbers of the working men
behaved well on that occasion, what is to be said of the numberless others whose ignorance and violence

made such a demonstration necessary ? What is to be said of a multitude so duped and ignorant as to have

pinned their political faith on such an apostle as Mr. Feargus O'Connor 1 It would be difficult to conceive

so unanswerable an argument for the necessity of a more general system of education, than is supplied by the

influence of such a person over the tens of thousands he has deceived and misled. Most opportunely
occurred the case of O'Connor v. Bradshaiv, for a comment on Sir Robert Inglis's remark. It has been made
manifest by this case, that, by a scheme entirely illusory which was to secure small freehold tenements to

working men, backed by a tissue of pretences now proved to have been utterly false, Mr. Feargus O'Connor

got possession of more than a hundred thousand pounds of the hard earnings of the poor ; and that by the very
means which placed this money in his power, these being illegal, he was released from all subsequent accoivnt-

ability for it. In fact the money became absolutely his onstq, if it had been his pleasure so to consider it ; and

though, after he got it, he wrote to his " dear childi-en" to tell them he would not rob them, his deluded and

dear children have never since had any profit from their dependence on his word. The most part of seventy
thousand industrious and honest, but easily gulled working men, arc still trembling for their little earnings,

so foolishly committed to such hands, on the faith of an amount of braggadocio quite incredible and

monstrous. " I say that there never was such a day for England and the world," he wrote to these unhappy
men, on the cveof openiDgoneof the land company's settlements, "as the first of May v.dll be"— (a pity it was not

the first of April !

)

" At twelve o'clock on tliat day, your brethren will be each put in possession of his estate

for ever ;
and your feelings will be the best answer to my accusers, and the opponents of this plan, when

you sit down in your own house, from which no tyrant can hunt you. And when you are located, you and

yom- children, and yom" children's children (if I shall ever live to see my great-grand-children), shall ever be

the chief object of my every care and thought ; and I won't rob you, neglect you, or diminish your store of

happiness ;
but I will work the harder to assist the needy, as I would sorrow greatly if any lost the nest I

buUt for him and his family." Could a more lamentable exhibition of the absolute need of education be

given, than that such rubbish as this should have imposed ou seventy thousand men, with prudence to save

money but without knowledge to make proper use of if! Could ignorance be c^ ceived more bigotted than

that which welcomed a braggai-t for a god, and "
worshipped this dull fool." But he promised them

social and political emancipation ;
and said he would not I'ob them (an odd notion to have entered

his head) ; and, appealing to two of the strongest motives that actuate the uneducated and educated

alike, the passion for gambling, and the desire for possession of land, iiltimately succeeded in obtaining
absolute control over more than a liundred thousand pounds. To not a farthing of this money, it was

proved at the recent trial, has any other person than Mr. O'Connor any legal claim. So completely is it

in his power, that (as the Chief Baron lucidly explained the lav,'), supposing he became a bankrupt, his

creditors might seize it in satisfaction of their demands, and, if he bequeathed it conscientiously for the uses

of his subscribers, his hcii'-at-law might refuse to carry his intention into efloct on the score of the illegality

of the transaction. The bursting of the bubble (and that the " Earth has bubbles" this land-scheme sadly
demonstrates !)

of covu-so took place as soon as the attempt was made to float it; the nests which Mr. O'Connor
had built for his children were flung open to the storm ;

and by a worse tyrant than he had promised to
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protect them from, even by Want and Hunger, starving husbands and families wci-e hunted from their "
estates

for ever." At this time twenty thousand subscribers to tlic scheme had paid their shares in full, and were
entitled to stand the ballot for allotments ; yet it was proved before the House of Commons, that, sup-
posing the claims to have been allowed, such had been the measures taken to secure the subscribers'

titles and realise the promised advantages that the whole number could not have been located in a less

period than about two hundred years ! For a.ssertiug upon this condition of facts that the wretched victims
of the bubble had been swindled out of their money, the member for Nottingham prosecuted the editor
of the Notlinrjham Journal ; and a sapient jm'y decided that the editor was justitied in his assertion, but that
nevertheless the member's character stood unimpeached as regarded personal honesty !

Perhaps the saving clause was thro-wii in as a sop to the house which the worthy member adorns: but
if so, it was quite uncalled for. A debate was going on there, almost concurrently with the trial, of which
the object was to disqualify members banknipt and insolvent, in worldly goods, from continuing to retain

their seats ; but not a word was whispered in the debate of the necessity or expediency of disqualifying
members who were simply bankrupt in reputation and character. Silently it was confessed that against
these there was no remedy; aud in oui- judgment it was therefore the most mauly course to let the
other also sit unquestioned. In tnith the remedy lies not with the house against either. All that with

propriety it can do in the matter would be to waive its privileges sgainst th.e just claims of a creditor. The
retention of any right bai-ring the free operation aud enforcement of the laws, is a scandal to a house of
law-makers. But everything else is the afiair of the constituencies. If it is the pleasure of any electoral

body to prefer a man of broken fortunes but honourable life to a man in the possession of enoi-mous
wealth obtained by questionable means, it is quite right that it should be at liberty to do so. The
opposite com'so is of the more frequent occurrence, but neither agamst that should any legislative bar be

placed. They are questions affecting solely the electoral functions, aud to them they should be refeiTed.

The dispute of Mr. Horsmau with the premier, which so agitated the nerves of the house during these

discussions, is now hardly worth allusion. In the heat of supporting a cause which has been far from
successful to the extent of its deservings, and with which bishops and all kinds of quarrelsome and explo-
sive matter have been inextricablj' mixed up, Mr. Horsman may be excused for a hard word now and then

;

biit the charge of meanness and dupUcity applied to such a man as the premier, i-efutes itself. His very
faults disprove it more emphatically than his virtues. The question in dispute is not whether certain

amendments which Lord John Russell promised to make in the Ecclesiastical Commission Bill, so as to

adapt it to the recommendations of the house of commons committee, were not so made by him as directly
to evade or contradict those recommendations

;
but whether the promise was general or specific

—whether
it was for alterations in consequence of the committee, or for alterations to meet the views of the committee—and whether there was any intention deliberately to mislead before those amendments were printed, by
inducing Mr. Horsman to suppose that they were what he expected them to bo. It is certain that Mr. Horsman

ought to have possessed himself of what the amendments really were before he consented to the printing ;

and, that not ha\'ing done so, he leaves the entire question as a misunderstanding. Such it clearly would

appear to have been. It is quite possible that more than was meant might have been said on one side, and
more than was meant understood or inferred on the other.

NARRATIVE OF PARLIAMENT AND
POLITICS.

r AKLi.VMENT was opcncd by Commission on the 31st

of January. The Commissioners were the Lord Chan-

cellor, the Marquis of Lansdowne, the Marquis of

Broadalbane, the Earl of Miuto, and the Bishop of

London. The Royal Speech was as follows :
—

"
>Iy Lords and Gentlemen—We arc commanded by

her Majesty to assure you that her INIajesty has great
satisfaction in again having recourse to tlie advice and
assistance of her Parliament.

" The decease of her Majesty Queen Adelaide has
caused her Majesty deep affliction. The extensive

charity and exemplary virtues of her late Majesty will

always render her memory dear to the nation.

"Her Majesty happily continues in peace and amity
with Foreign Powers.

" In the course of the autumn, differences of a serious

character arose between the governments of Austria
and liussia on the one hand, and the Sui.lime Porte on
the other, in regard to the treatment of a considerable

number of persons who, after the termination of the

civil war in Hungaiy, had taken refuge in the Turkish

territory. E.\pIanations which took place between the

Turkish and Imperial governments have fortunately re-

moved any danger to the peace of Europe which might
have arisen out nf these ditt'erences. Her Majesty,

having been appealed to on this occasion by the Sultan,
"united her efforts with those of the government of

I'rance, to which a sinular apjieal had bcfu made, in

order to assist, by the employment of her good offices,

in effecting an amicable settlement of those differences

in a manner consistent with the dignity and inde-

pendence iif the Purte.
"
Hjcr Majesty has been engaged in communications

with Foreign Slates upon the measures which might be

rendered necessary by the relaxation of the restrictions

formerly imposed by the Navigation-laws of this country.
The Governments of the United States of America and
of Sweden have promptly taken steps to secure to British

ships in the ports of tlieir respective countries advantages
similar to those which their own ships now enjoy in

British ports. With regard to those Foreign States

whose navigation-laws have hitherto been of a restrictive

character, her Majesty has received Irom nearly all of

them assurances which induce her to hope that our

example will speedily lead to a great and general diminu-

tion of those obstacles which previously existed to a free

intercourse by sea between the nations of the world.
" In the summer and autumn of the past year, the

United Kingdom was again visited by the ravages of the

cholera
;
but Almighty"God, in His "mercy, was pleased

to arrest the progress of mortality, and to stay this

fearful pestilence. Her Majesty is persuaded that we
shall best evince our gi-atitude by vigilant precautions

against the more obvious causes of sickness, aud an en-

lightened consideration for those w ho ai-e most exposed
to its attacks.

" Her Iilajesty, in her late visit to Ireland, derived the

highest gratification from the loyalty and attachment

manifested by all classes of her subjects. Although the

effects of former years of seareity arc painfully felt in

th.-it part of the United Kingdom, they are mitigated by
the present abundance of food aud the tranquillity which

prevails.
" Hor Majesty has great satisfaction in congratulating

you on the improved condition of commerce and manu-

factures. It is with regret that her JIajesty h;us observed

the complaints which in many parts of the kingdom
have proceeded from the owners and occupiers of laud.

Her Majesty greatly laments that any p rtiou of her

subjects should be suffering distress i but it is a source

of sincere gratification to her Majesty to witness the in-

c2
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creased enjoyment of the necessaries and comforts of life

which cheapness and plenty have bestowed upon the

great body of her people.
" Gentlemen of the House of Commons—Her Majesty

has directed the Estimates for the year to be laid before

yon. They have been framed with a strict regard to

economy, while the efficiency of the various branches of

the public service has not been neglected.
" Her Majesty has seen with satisfaction the present

state of the revenue.
" My Lords and Gentlemen—Some of the measures

which were postponed at the end of the last session for

want of timc'for their consideration will be again laid

before you. Among the most important of these is one

for the better government of the Australian Colonies.
" Her Majesty has directed various measures to be

prepared for the improvement of the condition of Ire-

land. The mischiefs arising from party processions, the

defects of the laws regulating the relations of landlord

and tenant, the imperfect state of the Grand Jury Acts,
and the diminished number of electors for members to

serve in Parliament, will, together with other matters

of serious consequence, form the subjects of measures to

be submitted for your consideration.
" Her Majesty has learned with satisfaction that the

measures which have been already passed for the pro-
motion of the public health are in a course of gradual

adoption ;
and her Majesty trusts that, both in the

Metropolis and in various parts of the United Kingdom,
you will be enabled to make further progress in the

removal of evils which affect the health and well-being
of her subjects.

" The favour of Divine Providence has hitherto pre-
served this kingdom from the wars and con\-ulsions

which, during the last two years, have shaken so many
of the States of the Continent of Europe. It is her

Majesty's hope and belief that, by combining liberty
with order, by preserving what is valuable and amending
what is defective, j'ou will sustain the fabric of our in-

stitutions as the abode and the shelter of a free and

happy people."
The Earl of Essex moved the address, which was

seconded by Lord Metheun. The Earl of Stadbroke
moved, as an amendment, the insertion of the words

"great body of the people," following the passage;
"But we feel compelled humbly to represent to your
Majesty, that in many parts of the United Kingdom,
especially in Ireland, various classes of your Majesty's

subjects connected with the land are labouring under
severe distress ;

which is attributable, in our opinion, to

recent legislative enactments, and aggravated by the

operation of local taxation." This amendment was
seconded by the Earl of Desaut. TheEarl ofCarlisle

opposed it. He ascribed the lowness of the price of

corn to temporary causes, failure of the Irish potato

crops, &c. Tlie trade of agriculture was not decreasing ;

on the contrary, he understood that a greater breadth

of wheat had been sown during the last year than had
ever been the case before ; and the applications for en-

closures of land were seventy-two, affecting 48,06o acres
—the largest amount for which application had been
made in any one year. With regard to any change of

policy founded on these complaints, whatever might be

the case on the well-ordered estates of their Lordships,
there was scarcely a by-lane in the rural districts, or a

back street in their large towns and cities, that would
not cry out loudly against any such attempts. The
Duke of Richmond handled the usual protectionist

topics. Earl Fitzwilliam and Earl Granville .sup-

ported the address
;
the latter declaring that the question

raised by the Protectionists was exclusively one of rent.

The Ear) of Winchelsea warmly declared that the

Saxon blood in the veins of the English tenantry and
labourers would not let them consent to be trampled
upon. Lord Brougham said that free trade could not

be the case of the existing distress, for the distress was
much greater in France, a jirotected country. Lord
Stanley said that he maintained aU the opinions that

he had ever expressed as to practical impolicy of the ex-

periment that had been adventured, and as to the im-

practicability of obtaining reciprocity from the countries

which compete with us. He believed that a moderate

protective duty would be advantageous to the revenue

and the agriculturist without being injurious to the
consumer

;
but he would not then call upon their lord-

ships to interrupt the great experiment now trying.
The Marquis of Lansdowne replied to Lord Stanley ;

and, on a division, the address was carried by lo'2 to 103.
On the 4th, Lord Stanley questioned the government

with respect to our relations with Greece. He was
surprised that within twenty-four hours of her Majesty's
declaration of the existence of amicable relations with
all foreign powers, the public should have been informed
of the blackade of the Piraeus by Sir W. Parker. He
asked if this step had been taken in consequence of
instructions sent to the admiral; and, if such instruc-

tions had been issued, whether they would be laid before
Parliament. The Marquis of Lansdowne replied that
he hoped that the interruption of amicable relations
towards Greece woxild be temporary, but the proceeding
in question was founded on a long series of events, and
that it had only been resorted to when all others had
failed. He had no objection to lay the papers before
the house, and he believed they would contain the
fullest justiftcation of the course adopted by the

government.
On the 5th, the Bishop of London moved tlie first

reading of the Clergy Proceedings Bill, calling the par-
ticular attention of their lordships to a clause establishing
a new tribunal for all cases of heresy and false doctrine.
The Archbishop of Canterbury' expressed a hope that
the bill might be carried into law in the course of the

present session
;
and Lord Brougham expressed his

high satisfaction at the measure.
Lord Monteagle, after inquiring the intention of

the government as to the Railway Audit Bill, observed
that there were at this moment no less than sixty- one

railway bills before the house, or in the private bill

office. Earl Granville stated, that if the railway
interest did not shortly propose an audit bill, he would

early state what measures the government would take
on the subject. The noble earl also announced, in reply
to Lord Beaumont, that the government would intro-

duce a bill similar to that of last session, to enable those

companies to wind up who were unable to carry out
their projects.
Some further explanations respecting the dispute with

Greece were given, on Monday the 11th, by the Mar-

quis of L.VNSDOWNE. In answer to a question from
Lord Stanley, he stated that the good offices of France
had been accepted by the British government, though
the offer had been at first declined by Mr. Wyse, who
did not know whether his acceptance would be sanc-

tioned at home. The nature of our pecuniary claims,
and the amount of our pecuniary indemnity, formed
the only question on which the good offices of France
had been accepted. The dispute as to the islands of

Sapienza and Elaphonisi had been excluded, as rest-

ing entirely on other grounds.
The Marquis of Lansdowne moved the second read-

ing of the Ecclesiastical Commission Bill, explaining
that its principal provision was for the separation of the
financial from the ecclesiastical duties of the commission,
tlie former being transferred to two paid and responsible

commissioners, one to be appointed by the Archbishop
of Canterbury, and the other by the crown. The bill

was read a second time without opposition.
On Tuesday the 12th Earl Grey, in answer to some

observations from Lord Stanley respecting the late

disputes in consequence of Transporting Convicts to the

Cape, observed that the order in council, which had
now been revoked, was never intended as the founda-
tion of a system. The government had no intention of

transmitting convicts to any colony which had not

expressed its willingness to receive them. But there

were special circumstances of difficulty attending the

disposal of the Irish detenus in Bermuda, who were very
different from the ordinary class of convicts, and for

whom it was thought no unfairness towards the inhabi-

tants of the Cape to provide an asylum in the colony.
On Thursday the 14th, the Earlof Lucan, in moving

for certain returns relative to the Irish poor law, re-

ferred to the debts that almost every union had incurred

throughout the country. He wished to know what was
to be done to extinguish those debts ? Great destitution

prevailed everywhere. Even magistrates on the bench,



Fedeuary.] PARLIAMENT AND POLITICS. 29

possessed of large landed properties, were very generally
insolvent, and many estates did not produce food

enough to maintain the animals upon thcni.—The
JIarquis of Lansdowne was happy to say that matters
weru improving. Returns made up to the Sth of January
last, showed a diminution of expenditure upon relief of

fully one-third. Affairs might right themselves in time
without any extraordinary measures being necessary.
All the papers asked for, and many others on the same
subject, would be laid on the table in the course of a
few days.
On Monday the 18th, Lord St.\nley brought forward

his charges against the Lord Lieutenant and the Lord
Chancellor of Ireland for their ofheial conduct in regard
to The Collision at Dolly's Brae. The house was un-

commonly full
; many ladies were present, and tho

space below tlic bar for members of the House of

Commons was crowded to suffocation. Lord Stanley pre-
faced his motion (wliichwas formally for the production
of papers, but was virtually for a vote of censure of the

government) by a speech of three hours' duration. He
premised that lie did not wish to cast any imputation
upon Lord Clarendon's motive

; being satisfied that on
this occasion, as on every other in the period during
which the Lord Lieutenant had been in his high office,
his main desire had been to act in consistency with his
own duty and for the welfare and tranquillity of Ireland.
In proof of Lord Stanley's own aversion to party pro-
cessions in Ireland, he reminded their lordships that he
was the individual minister who brought in the Pro-
cessions Act, which continued in healthful operation
from 1832 to 18f-l. Rapidly recalling the facts of the
collision on the 12th of July, he also admitted that at
the end of the unfortunate transaction there did occur
scenes of retaliation and retribution such as he could
neither palliate nor justify. He recounted the commis-
sioning of Mr. Berwick

;
the refusal by the Castlewellan

magistrates to take the informations proffered at Sessions
;

the dismissal of Lord Roden and the Messrs. William
and Francis Beers from the magistracy. Admitting,
perhaps, a prinid facie case against Mr. William Beers,
he could make out no shadow of charge against Mr.
Francis Beers, whom ]\Ir. Berwick himself reports to
have co-operated with the stipendiary magistrate in

preventing collision, and to have been most active in

restoring peace and saving life afterwards. But if he
admitted all the facts, he found no justification for the
course pursued. The magistrates were justified in sup-
posing that the procession was legal : they consulted the

government itself, and learned that party processions as

such were not illegal since the expiry of the Processions
Act ; the government stipendiary magistrates them-
selves acted on that opinion ;

and though the Govern-
ment was expressly warned oftener than once that a
coUisiou was to be apprehended on this occasion, they
took not a step, such as former governments had taken,
to warn the magistrates of their duty, or to inhibit
them from that wliich they are now dismissed for having
sanctioned. As military and police attended the pro-
cession, instead of preventing it, there wanted no fact
to make the magistrates certain that cheir proceedings
were under the very sanction and protection of govern-
ment. The commission issued to Mr. Berwick was
unconstitutional : it presumed a power of delegating
functions which the Lord Lieutenant does not possess.
Mr. Berwick had no right to administer an oath

;
the

witnesses before him could not be indicted for perjury,
and they were throwing out calumnies on the characters
of individuals without that check. In professing to lay
before the Lord Lieutenant the " material

"
portion

of the evidence, he garbled and perverted it. For
example he omitted the essential fact that Mr. W.
Beers remonstrated witli the Orangemen on then- turn-

ing to repel the attack made by the Ribandmen
;

ho related how an idiot was barbarously killed liy the

beating in of his skull,
—the fact being tliat a bullet

was the cause of death, and troops of horse had passed
over the man's body ;

he considered it doubtful which

party it was that fired the squib and fired the first two

shots,
—

although a number of the soldiery unconnected
with that part of the country swore positively they saw
the squib fired on the hill, and then saw two Riband-
men tire the first two shots, the only evideace in con-

tradiction being that of persons whom he elsewhere

says he did not believe. These facts appear in detail
from the sworn verbatim report of a short-hand writer
who attended the investigation. The Lord Lieutenant
reeommcndcd that the three magistrates should be

dismissed, for reasons which he stated
; the Lord Chan-

cellor executed the dismissal as if lie had been a mere
ministerial oflicer, without inquiry or deliberation. Mr.
Berwick had laid down the law, that all bodies of men
assembled under circumstances to e.xcite terror and
endanger the public peace are illegal and should be

suppressed ;
and that any body of private persons com-

bined even for an innocent and lawful object, proceeding
to eifect their object with a determination to resist

opposers by force, is dangerous to the public peace, and
the abettors are answerable : this doctrine is a monstrous
contradiction to the fundamental principle that every
Englishman may defend himself, his family, and pro-
perty, by numbers and arms. Nothing would have
been easier than to apply to the Court of Queen's Bench
for a mandamus compelling the magistrates to receive
the informations

;
but to this day no such application

has been made, and to this day the informations are
refused. This foct pi'oves, beyond doubt, that the

magistrates are deemed to have made a proper exercise

of their legal discretion in refusing the informations
;

and, if they have so acted, that the Court of Queen's
Bench would not question their discretion, the govern
raeut having acted with tyranny and injustice in

dismissing them.^—Lord Clarendon prefaced his " few
remarks upon the speech of his noble friend

"
by a pro-

test that his attendance in Parliament should not be
considered a precedent for a Lord Lieutenant to appear
there in person to answer attacks upon his administration.
He then went over the ground traversed by Lord

Stanley, with explanatory and corrective statements.
Since the expiry of the Processions Act, party pro-
cessions had been looked upon not as necessarily or a

priori, illegal, but liable to become so according to the

character they assume. It was the opinion of every
sound lawyer, that if they inspired reasonable terror

among the peaceable, they were illegal. The Messieurs
Beers deliberately prearranged and led a procession,

though they had twelve months' notice that it would

probably induce a breach of the peace. The government
had the fullest private information as regarding Dolly's
Brae, and expected a great demonstration on the 12th

of July ; but they had no information of the special
intentions in particular localities. Lord Clarendon him-
self had superintended the arrangements for preventing
disturbance ; sending down experienced police in-

spectors, a body of that force, and a body of military.
The procession marched ; after it had passed Dolly's
Brae the first time, the stipendiary magistrates became

apprehensive of collision. Mr. Fitzmaurice urged Lord
Roden to prevent the return of the procession by the

same way; but no eflbrt was made by cither Lord Roden
or the Messieurs Beers to prevent it, although the latter

admitted that he could perhaps have prevented it. It

must be left to the local magistracy to determine what
is necessary for conserving the peace, the government
supplying the means : if they prearrange and sanction

that which leads to danger, and afterwards, when the

danger is pointed out, do nothing to prevent it, they are

unworthy to remain in the commission of the peace.
As to the nature of Mr. Berwick's inquiry, it had been
sanctioned not only by successive governments and

Parliaments, but by Lord Stanley himself, in the

Maghery and Portglenone cases, when he was Irish

Secretary, in 1830— 1832. Moreover, Mr. Berwick was
himself put in the commission of thi! peace. The Lord
Chancellor was recommended to dismiss the magis
trates ;

and he was enabled to act on that recom-

mendation the same day, because he had himseh' come
to the determination to do so, on investigation of proofs.

The weight of those proofs was not impeached by criti-

cism of Mr. Berwick's report in comparison with the

short-hand notes. The government had information

that those notes were grossly false, and that it had

been falsely sworn that they were taken in court;

and Lord
"

Clarendon lamented that ujion oiidence

such as this a man of high judicial character and

of unimpeachable conduct should l.ave been charged
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with garbling and suppressing testimony. In re-

ference to the dismissal of Lord Roden, Lord Clarendon

expressed himself as follows:— "My lords, when Mr.

Berwick's report came into my hands, I am bound
to say that I perused its contents with veiy great

regret : the opinion which I formed from it with refer-

ence to the noble earl, I communicated to my noble

friend at the head of the government ;
from whom and

his colleagues, including the noble lord on the woolsack,
it received the most anxious and careful consideration.

The result was, that they appealed to me on the neces-

sity of superseding the noble earl in the commission of

the peace ; and, my lords, I must say that to me it was
a most painful act to execute. I had long been honoured
with the friendship of the noble earl. From the moment
that I had gone to Ireland until then I had received

from him acts of the most useful character. I felt the

most sincere respect for him. I knew how much his

dismissal would be resented by his numerous friends,

and the unpopularity I should earn for myself, even

among those who were not his friends throughout the

North of Ireland. I felt and I foresaw all that: but
still there was one feeling superior even to that—a feel-

ing of duty ;
a feeling from which I did not venture to

shrink, and by which I need not assure your lordships
I was alone actuated in the course that I adopted. Ever
since the government of Ireland was confided to my
care, my great object was to render the law a reality

—
to inspire all classes of the community with confidence

in the impartial administration of justice
—to convince

them that before the law all men were equal ;
and that,

whether high or low, rich or poor, the same justice
should be meted out to all. And I should have felt

ashamed of myself, and unworthy the confidence of

my sovereign, if I had decided in a manner different

with respect to the noble earl, to that in which I should
have decided in the case of any other man

;
or if I had

allowed for one moment any personal consideration to

interfere with what I believed the justice of the case

required." Lord Clarendon entered into explanations
with regard to the allegation that he had furnished, or been

pr'" vy to furnishing, the Orangemen with arms in the year
1848. He read passages from a private letter by Captain
Kennedy, now serving in India, which showed that he,
the captain himself, really furnished the money [600^.]
from his own pocket. Lord Clarendon wound up these

explanations with this assurance^" I hope it is suf-

ficient for me to give my solemn assurance, that during
the whole time I have held office, I never, directly or

indirectly, have given a weapon, or a shilling to purchase
one, to any person in Ireland." In conclusion, he de-

clared his opinion, that had it not been for this unfor-

tunate rencontre and its consequences, their lordships
would have had the satisfaction to know that Ireland is

now more free, on the whole, from religious as well as

political agitation and agrarian outrage than at any
period within recollection. Twenty years of political

agitation destructive of industrial prosperity, and a

calamity unparalleled for magnitude in ancient or

modern history, had left much distress to be relieved.

Let us hope (he said) that the worst is over, and that the
earnest exertions of all classes for the common good may
commence that social regeneration with which the best

interests of England as well as Ireland are inseparably
connected.—The Earl of Roden repeated his complaint
that he had been harshly treated by the government,
and particularly by his noble friend the Lord Lieutenant
of Ireland

;
whom nevertheless he had always esteemed,

and from whom he had received many acts of kindness.
'—The Earl of Winciiilsea and Lord Abingek ad-
dressed the house briefly in condemnation of the
Government.—Lord Brougham amusingly satiri.sed

the volatility of the Irish, and their way of going to

these processions with their Bibles and their blunder-

busses, just as if they were going to a picnic ;
and he

gave his opinion, that substantial justice has been done
and a right course pursued by the government and
Lord Clarendon in this case.—The Marquis of Cl.vn-
ricab.de stated, that in every step which his noble
friend the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland had taken on this

subject, he had the entire co-operation, and the fullest

approbation of Ler Majesty's government. — Lord
Stanley professed himself well satisfied with the result

of the debate
;
and the motion for papers, unopposed by

Ministers, was agreed to by the hotise.

The Earl of Desart, on Thursday, the 21st, in

bringing forward his motion on the Irish Poor Lair,

enlarged on the ruin to which the extension of out-door
relief was reducing that country. One liundrcd and five

imions were insolvent in 18-1'.). Proprietors were en-

cumbered and tenants impoverished by the rapidly-

increasing demands for the poor-rate, which had been to

a great degree levied from the capital instead of the
income of the soil, and inflicted immeasurable injury to

a multitude of industrious occupiers. Of the three

classes of districts in Ireland, the solvent, the struggling,
and the insolvent, the ministry should, as far as possible,
relieve the weight which might sink the two former into

the abyss of pauperism. For the third, and largest class,

the only remedies were to direct labour into profitable

channels, and stimulate emigration. His lordship then
moved the resolution which embodied the principle that

in-door relief should alone be sanctioned throughout the

Irish unions. The Marquis of Laxsdowne argued that

out-door relief was justiiicd by its absolute necessity, but

by that alone. To remedy Irish evils, two measures
bad recently been passed

—the advances for improve-
ments, and the encumbered estates acts. Both of these

had worked exceedingly well. Other tokens, especially
the diminution in the charges for pauper relief, proved
that prospects had begun to brighten in that country.
After some observations from Lord Monteagle, the

Earl of Wicklow, Lord Stanley, and Earl Grey, the

Earl of Desart withdrew his proposition.
The Ecclesiastical Commission Bill was considered in

committee, on Monday, the 2oth. The twelfth clause,

consolidating the episcopal and common fund, was

opposed by Earl Powis, who proposed an amendment,
re-asserting the promise contained in the preamble, to

erect the bishopric of Manchester. On a division, this

amendment was carried by 31 to 26. The Bishop of

S.4.LISBURY opposed clause 1-5, reducing the futtire

incomes of certain deaneries, and proposed an amend-

ment, which without cutting down the existing incomes
of deaneries, rendered the holding of distant parochial
benefices incompatible with cathedral preferment. The
amendment was opposed by the Marquis of Lajjsdowne,
but was carried by 21 to 19. Some clauses were then

proposed by the Bishop of Oxford, and agreed to.

In the House of Commons, on the 31st of January,
the Address was moved by Mr. Charles Villiers. He
argued at considerable length, that every prediction
made by the advocates of free trade, in commerce and

navigation, had been fulfilled, and that every prediction
made by the advocates of protection had been nullified.

He read copious shipping statistics, showing that in

Liverpool the vessels building had increased from 2,229
tons at the beginning of 18-19, to 2,850 now ;

with similar

increase in other ports. He also cited statistics to show
that pauperism and crime were decreasing, that employ-
ment was increasing, and food abundant : more food had
been imported during the last sixteen months, than was

imported in the sixteen years before,
—

namclj-, at the
rate of 1,000,000 quarters of corn a month. He calcu-

lated the amount of saving to the coimtry in 1849 from
the diminution in prices of food, as compared with those

of 1847. The average price of wheat had fallen fi'om

69s. 5(1. to 39s. 4rf.
; barley, from 37s. to 25s.

; oats, from
28s. to 15s. ; beans, from 40s. to 26s.

; peas, from 39s. to

29s. 6rf. : he took the consumption of wheat at 20,000,000

quarters ; barley, 20,000,000 quarters ; oats, peas, and
beans, at 20,000,000 quarters : at the different prices,
the gross saving on all those kinds is 61,000,000^. At a
low estimate, the corresponding diminution on butter,

cheese, potatoes, and other vegetables, amounted to

30,000,000/. ; making an entire saving of not less than

91,000,000/. sterling. He regretted the existence of

agricultural distress ; but as a proof that the farmers
did not despond, he observed that land fetched as high
a price in the market as ever it did. He denied that

the land has peculiar burdens ; it had. on the contrary,

peculiar exemptions ;
and in facilities—as to the manner

of farming, the neighbourhood of markets, and ready
communication—the land of Great Britain had advan-

tages superior to that of other countries.—Sir James
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Duke seconded the address. Sir John Trollope
moved an amendment similar to that moved in the

Lords : it was supported by Colonel Ckatteiiton.—Sir

Charles Wood supported the address, in a speech full

of statistical details.—The amendment was suppoi-tcd

hy Mr. H. Herbert, Sir John Walsh, and Mr. Grantley
Berkeley. The debale was adjourned.

It was resumed on the 1st of Fcliruary. The amend-
ment was supported by the Marquis of Granby, Mr.

Christopher, Mr. R. Palmer, Mr. Herrie.s, Mr. Disraeli,

and Mr. H. Drummond ; and opposed by Jlr. E.

Denison, Lord Norrej's, Captain Pelham, Mr. M'Cul-

lagh, Mr. Labouchtre," Lord John Russell, Mr. Cobdcn,
and Colonel Thompson. The most notable speeches
were those of Mr. Disraeli and Lord John Russell.—
Mr. Disii.\.ELT solemnly called upon the prime minister

to say whether ministers intended to emancipate every
branch of industry, while the land alone was to be their

slave and their victim.—Lord John RtissELL replied

sarcastically (alluding to a proposition that had been
made by Tilr. Disraeli) that ministers had no intention

of proposing an increase on the land tax. Lord John,

observed that he was at one time in favour of a compro-
mise on the question of the corn-laws—a fixed duty
might have stayed the proceedings of the Anti-Corn-law

League ;
but now, when the cliango had been followed

by a period of unusual prosperity, it was not a time to

go back ; and the decision of the house that night
would determine, by continuing that course of peace
and prosperity or abandoning it, not only whether they
should advance the welfare of the people and the
fortunes of the state, but also whether their example
should be beneficial or injurious to mankind.—The
amendment was negatived by 311 to 192 ; a majority for

ministers of 119.

On Monday, the 4th, Mr. Geeene read a letter

respecting the New House of Commons, from Mr. Barry,
the architect, stating that the hoxtse itself might be got

ready for members during the present sessiou, but that

the adjuncts (the rommittee-rooms, refreshment-rooms,
&c.) would require considerable time, and that if a

sufficient vote were immediately granted (a suggestion
at which the house laughed heartily) Mr. Barry would
undertake that all should be ready by the first day of

next session.—In answer to a question from Mr. Milner

Gibson, as to the rumoured state of afiairs in Greece,
Lord Palmerston briefly stated that differences had
arisen, and that Admiral Parker had received orders to

assist Mr. Wyse in bringing about a satisfactory termi-

nation to those differences. The government had
received an account of an interview between 'My. Wyse
and the representatives of the Greek government, which
had ended unpleasantly, and "here," added Lord Pal-

merston (amicf the laughter of the house)
" the accounts

break off."—On the report on the adtbxss being
brought up, Mr. Disraeli reverted to the subject of

Greece; and elicited from Lord Palmerston a fuller

account of the alleged grievances for which redress had
been demanded from the Greek government. In the

first place (Lord Palmerston said) there is a Mr. Finlay,
[a British subject,] who has been long established in

Greece, and who some time since had lands there, part
of which was taken forcibly froni him for the purpose of

forming a portion of the gardens of the palace which

King Otlio was then building. Mr. Finlay has been for

a long course of time, supported by her Majesty's repre-

sentatives, endeavouring to obtain proper payment for

the laud so taken. That payment, however, has never
been got. The other case is that of a Gibraltar subject—not a Portuguese jew, as stated by my honourable
friend—of the name of Pacifico. His house in Athens
was violently broken into at mid-day by a mob, of which

part were soldiers, in the service of the King of Greece,
some gendarmes ;

the son of the minister of war encou-

raging them. There wore besides, Ionian subjects,
who upon different occasions were the victims either

of plunder or corporal ill-usage, for whom also com-

pensation and indemnity has been required. With

respect to the other and separate question about

the two islands of Elaphonlsi and Sapienza, Lord
Palmerstom made this statement—"

By the treaty
between Russia and the Porte, signed in 1800, the

Ionian State was constituted with the consent of the

Sultan
;
and that State was to consist of certain islands

therein named, and of all other islands and islets lying
between those islands and the coast of Greece, np to a
certain point. In pursuance of that treaty, the two
islands in question, lilaphonisi and Sapienza—two very
small islands, though from eu'cumstances one of them is

of impoVtance—were by name aggregated to two of the

larger islands named in the treaty ; and those islands
have ever since been considered by the Porte, and have
been considered by the sovereign of Greece, as part of
the Ionian States. When the treaty of 1830 was signed,

by which the Greek State was constituted, the terri-

tories of that state were specified as consisting of certain

portions of the continent, and of certain islands
;
those

islands did not include the islands of Elaphonisi and

Sapienza. There can, therefore, be no doubt whatever
that those islands have been, ever since the ti-eaty of

1800, confirmed by the treaty of 1815, and that they are

portions of the Ionian States."—A number of desultory
comments on portions of the queen's speech were made
by different members

;
after wliich the report was

agreed to.

On Tuesday the 5th, Mr. Horsmak made the motion,
of which he had given notice, respecting the Eccle-
siastical Commission. It was to the effect that three

paid commissioners should bo appointed for the manage-
ment of the property under the commission. He en-

larged upon the importance of the commission, and the

necessity for ijarliamcutaiy watchfulness upon it. He
said that the church was now convinced that the

spiritual duties of her bishops were enough for them ;

that they were giving up their time to secular matters
elsewhere

;
which laymen could attend to quite as well,

and that they were in London instead of their provinces.
That another party (his own) treated the question on

higher grounds, considering that the vast financial

affairs of the church were beneath the office of the

bishf'p, who ought not to be a " server of tables," but
should be at home, studying the character of his clergy,
and generally regulating the diocese in his charge.
That a third party judged the question upon the fact

that the hierarchy had completely failed in their duties

as commissioners. AU confidence in our prelates was

destroyed, and the whole body of the English clergy
wished them to retire from the commission. But the

bishops were unwilling to lose their hold upon the grasp
of the goods of the church, and an appeal to parliament
became necessary. He then traced the history of the

commission, and described its composition and duties.

He dwelt upon the vicious sj-stcm of administration

adopted by it, and the carelessness, extravagance, in-

justice, and blundering arising therefrom. The com-
missioners had squandered the "

treasury of the poor."
He showed that no member of the board could possibly
become master of the business on which he had to

decide, and that the only person who could understand
it was the secretary (Mr. Murray), who, practically,
had become the commission. From 1836 to 1845, the

commission allowed the secretary to receive all the

money coming to it by \-irtue of its powers, to pay that

money into his private banker's, to draw upon it by his

cheques, and to administer it without any supervision—
the fund amounting to 1,000,000/. Mr. Horsman then

contrasted the aroused religious feeling of the lower

clergy and lay members of Uie church with the apathy
and neglect manifested by the hierarchy. The com-
mission "had become banki-upt, and the secretary had
"bolted" with whatever money he could lay his hands

on. No successor had been appointed. The honourable

member then sketched the history of the committee

upon the commission, bringing forward the fact that all

the commissioners who were members of this house

were chosen upon the committee, which was to inquire
into their own proceedings. This very committee, thus

constituted, unanimously condemned the constitution

of the commission, the cabinet ministers joining in that

condemnation.— Sir George Grey, in opposing the

motion, contradicted certain st.atemcnts made Mr.

Horsman as to the terms on which the committee had

been granted. He ctmcurred with Mr. Horsman as to

the substratum of some of his charges, and he thought
the composition of the commission objectionable from

its numbers. It was time that the s< crctary to the com-
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mission had gone oS, but with not more than 7000?.

No successor had been or woukl be appointed at present.

Sir George repelled Mr. Horsman's sarcasms against the

prelates. They had done incalculable good, and had
themselves contributed liberally to objects of the com-

m.ission. There was, however, much room for improve-
ment. He then met Mr. Horsman's criticisms on the

committee, and defended its composition. He, as a

member of it, differed from the interpretation put upon
its opinion by Mr. Horsman, and read the words, which

will be found in their place in our report. He con-

tended that the committee did not recommend the

appointment of such commissioners, as described in Mr.
Horsman's motion, but a subdivision oflabour, which the

bill already alluded to, and founded substantively upon
the opinion of the committee, had been intended to effect,

and to reduce the working number of the commission,
which he (Sir George) considered the great evil. A
bill for this purpose was already before the other house,
and he was not disposed to anticipate that house's pro-

ceedings. Let the House of Commons wait and see

that bill, and not commit itself beforehand. Sir George
then severely reprobated a letter written by Mr. Horsman
to his constituents, upon the subject, accusing Sir George
Grey of gross dishonesty ;

but he said he would not

condescend to reply to statements Mr. Horsman had not

presumed to repeat in his (Sir George's) presence.
—

The debate was continued by Mr. Hume, Mr. Aglionby,
and Mr. Mangles, in support of the motion ; and by
Sir R. Inglls, in opposition to it. Finally, Mr.
Horsman withdrew the motion, stating that Sir G.

Grey had given him a good reason for his doing so.

Sir R. H. Inglis, in moving for papers in reference

to Sir John Franklin's Ejcjicdition, said his obect was
not only to obtain them, but to elicit from the house

an expression of sympathy in the objects referred to in

them, and to urge the government to take such further

measures as might be advisable in pursuing the search

for Sir John Franldin. He made several suggestions in

regard to the mode of prosecuting this search. A con-

versation took place, in which Mr. Anstey, Sir F.

Baring, and Mr. Wyld took part, and the papers
were ordered.

On Wednesday the 6th, Mr. Hawes moved the re-

appointment of the select committee of last session on
the grievances complained of in C'ei/lo7i. In answer to

Mr. Hume, he explained that Guiana was left out of

the motion this year, because the committee had fully

reported upon that colony.
—Mr. Baillie complained

that the governor and attorney-general of British Guiana
had accused him of making speeches, in reference to

the salary of ofhcials there, for the sake of misleading
the house. He said he had obtained his information

from the under-secretary of the colonies, who must
have received his own from Guiana. He then adverted
to the Ceylon question. Government had, in the

opinion of Mr. Hume and of himself, insulted the late

Ceylon committee as never committee had been insulted

before. Government had promised every facility to

that committee for the examination of witnesses, and

then, when the committee, through its chairman, sent

a list of witnesses whom it considered absolutely essen-

tial to send from Ceylon, Earl Grey announced that two
witnesses had already been ordered to England, and
that he should not recognise the right of the chairman
of a committee to dictate to the secretary of state as to

what witnesses should be summoned before it. But

(added Mr. Baillie), when these witnesses should be ex-

amined, the proceedings of Marshal Haynau in sup-

pressing a bloody revolution in Hungary would seem
mild and legal compared to the acts of our otKccrs in

Ceylon, where a harmless riot, without loss of life, was
all that had occurred. He read Captain Watson's pro-
clamation, aslung whttlher it seemed directed against
mad dogs or human beings, and he narrated several

incidents of the executions in Ceylon, showed their

hasty and wanton character (many men having been put
to death by mistake, and others from erroneous identifica-

tion), and concluded by demanding that, if we had an

inquiry at all, it should be an impartial and not an ex

parte one.—Mr. Hawks denied the statements made by
Mr. BailUe, and described the case of the Ceylon griev-
ances as the result of a mean conspiracy in the island.

He affirmed that every facility had been given for a fair

inquiry, and that there had been no refusal of witnesses
;

and concluded by saying that if the committee were re-

appointed, it should not be the fa\ilt of any one con-
nected with the government if this inquiry was not

prosecuted to its utmost legitimate extent.—Mr. Hume
commented with indignation on the unblushing effrontery
with which it had been asserted by Mr. Hawes that this

inquiry arose from " a mean conspiracy on the part of
certain individuals in Ceylon

"
: had a " mean con-

spiracy
"

brought, 5000 petitioners in one case and
39,000 in another, to ask that house for redress ? He
had not the least confidence in the secretary of state for

the colonies; believing that every possible means would
be taken to cloak the atrocities committed, if the inquiry
wore allowed to stand over another session. Up to this

hour the means taken had been to stop the course of

justice. He understood that lettei-s had been sent to all

justices of the peace in Ceylon, requiring them not to

take any affidavits that were against the government,
but only such as were on the other side. He could

prove himself, that one honourable and distinguished

gentleman who had been named as a witness had been
threatened that if he ventured to go to England and

give evidence on a subject on which he was understood
to have expressed himself freely, charges would be

brought against himself. In a variety of cases intimida-

tion had been used ;
and he would also show that those

who had served the evil cause of despotism were re-

warded by office, and were now enjoying the fruits of

their acts.—Mr. Disraeli accused Mr. Hawes of

having transposed all the documents he read, so as to

convey an impression opposite to the truth. He pro-

posed to add to the words of the motion an expression of

disapprobation of the conduct of ministers.—Lord John
Russell repeated and supported the statements of Mr.
Hawes.—Sir James Gr,\h,\m bore testimony to the

honourable character of Lord John Russell, and would
not believe that he would sanction any interference with
a due Parliamentary inquiry. He therefore opposed
Mr. Disraeli's amendment. The house divided on this

amendment, which was negatived by 140 to 68.—Mr.
Hume then moved that the witnesses required by the

committee should be sent for by that day's India mail :

his motion was rejected by 109 to 100.

On INIonday 7th Lord Dudley Stuart moved an
address for correspondence relating to the Affairs of
Ilimc/ary. This motion he supported at great length,

recapitulating the history of the Hungarian constitution

and national development ; the history of the recent un-
successful war of independence, and the atrocities com-
mitted in Hungary by Austrian officers. He rejoiced at

the check wliich had been given to the insolent claim
for the extradition of the Hungarian refugees ; but he
did not think that our fleet in the Dardanelles had
obtained all that might have been obtained.-— Lord
Palmerston said in reply, that the active interference

of the British Government had necessarily been re-

strained within limits perhaps too narrow. 'Turkey had
fulfilled the convention with Russia, mutually to reduce

their forces in the Danubian Provinces to the amount of

10,000 each ; and it was his conviction that Russia was
about to carry that convention into execution. He ex-

plained how the Sultan had not imprisoned the Hun-
garian refugees, but remo^'cd them from the frontier,
and placed them under surveillance. It was the wish
of her Majesty's government to give all the information

of these transactions which it might he consistent with
the public interests, and consistent with the courtesies

due between governments and countries, to afford
;
but

there Avere substantial reasons why it was not in his

power to accede to the motion in its original form. He
hoped that Lord D. Stuart would allow him to submit
to the house such portions of the papers as could be laid

upon the table without being injurious to the pubhc
interests.— In the debate which succeeded, Lord

Dudley Stuart was supported by Mr. Anstey, Mr. Cock-

burn, Sir De Lacy Evans, Mr. Monckton INIilnes, and
Mr. Grattan

; opposed by Lord Claude Hamilton and Mr
Disraeli.—Lord Dudley Stuart having observed that

he was not satisfied with the power of Turkey to protect
the detained refugees, for Austria was unscrupulous,
and attempts had" already been made (by persons with
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Austrian passports) to assassinate Kossuth by poison—
Lord Claude Haiiilton said, witli mucli warmtli, tliat

lie believed this charge to be a base calumny against a
faithful ally ;

—on which Mr. Grattan, as an Irishman,
disclaimed tlie sentiments of Lord C. Hamilton, whose

parasitical adulation of a band of assassins he utterly
condemned. He had read au account of the alleged
flogging of an Hungarian Countess by Austrian soldiers.
" What would his lordship say," he exclaimed,

"
if the

Marchioness of Abercorn (Lord C. Hamilton's relative)
were to be flogged in a square by the Guards in Bird-

cage Walk ? What if the Duchess of Devonshire were
to be ?

"—a supposition at the suggestion of which the
house roared with laughter, Mr. Grattan declaring that
the laughers ought to be "

spit upon by the children in

the streets." The motion was then withdrawn.
In moving the re-introduction of his Marriages Bill,

[to abrogate the prohibition of marriage between a
widower and his wife's sister,] Mr. Stuart Wohtley
briefly explained the principal alterations that he had
made in it : one would render valid such measures as

had been recentl}* contracted
;
the other removed from

the bill the compulsion on the clergy to celebrate such

marriages.'
—Sir Robert Inglis obstinately resisted the

bUl, on the old grounds.
—Mr. Sidney Heubert would

not oppose a re-introduced bill at that stage
—the less

since it was no longer proposed to alter the ecclesiastical

law. On a division, leave to bring in the bill was voted

by 149 to 65.

In a committee of the whole house on Friday the Sth,
Lord J. Russell made a statement of the Colonial Policy
of govei'ument. After a general sketch of the histox-y of
the colonies, he described the political state of each colony
separately. As to Canada, he said, its constitution was
well known

;
and it was only necessary for him to add,

in reference to the idle threats of annexation to the
United States, that the discontented parties were too well
aware of the determined will of the sovereign and her
advisers to think they would ever be permitted to

execute their threat. If the present ministers in Canada
met with proper support (as seemed probable) they
would remain in office

;
if not, the governor-general

would call in others in accordance with the Canadian
constitution. It had been resolved to introduce repre-
sentative institutions into our Cape colony, where an

assembly and also a legislative council would be estab-

lished. Kew South Wales was to have a single council,
one third of its members to be appointed by government,
and two-thirds to be elected

;
but the colony was to have

the power hereafter, of demanding two chambers if it

wished. Customs-duties were to be settled by them-
selves. Port Philip was to be separated from New
South Wales, and to form a distinct district

; and, in

addition to the introduction of free institutions into Van
Diemen's Land, South Australia was to have a repre-
sentative body. Into New Zealand the governor had

already introduced a legislative system, and had reported
in favour of a representative one, which would, after

some further information, be granted to that colony.
The exception to the representative rule would be in the
cases where we had only military stations, or where the

races were mingled in a way which rendered such insti-

tions impossible. Barbadoes and Jamaica had long
enjoyed their own governments. Trinidad was to have
a municipal council in aid of the executive, and so was
Mauritius. JIalta was to have elective members added
to its council. His lordship tlien went, at some length,
into the British Guiana question, and said that a species
of oligai'chy was paramount there

;
but by an infusion of

new electors it must be broken down, and this had been
done to a certain extent, and the reform would have a
still further etiect. He referred to the recent debate

upon this subject as an illustration of the ignorance and

inconsistency of certain opponents of government. He
then made some general remarks on the question of

transportation and emigration ;
and concluded a speech

which occupied more than two hours and a quarter, and
which was listened to by a full house with great atten-

tion, by saying that the two principles upon which the

colonial policy of the present government was founded,
were the maintenance of the free-trade system to its

fullest extent, and the establishment, wherever it was

possible, of political freedom. In the desultory debate

which ensued, Sir William Molesworth agreed with
many points of Lord John's speech, but did not clearly
understand his policy as a whole, and could not yet put
faith in the promises of the Colonial Office, especially
those relating to Australia. Other speakers expressed
satisfaction with Lord John's progress m opinion, but
took exceptions to his shortcomings. Mr. Roebuck could
not understand why Lord John reversed in New South
Wales the just conclusion to which he had arrived in
South Africa with respect to an elective second chamber.
Mr. Anstey claimed greater liberty for Van Diemen's
Land; Mr. Baillie, for British Guiana

;
Mr. Scott, for

New South Wales
;
Mr. Aglionby, for New Zealand.

Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Hume argued for a complete
extension of the British constitution, with its two
chambers, to the representative colonies generally.
Mr. Roebuck, Mr. Gladstone, and Mr. Adderley,
showed that the Colonial Reform Society had already
produced fruits in the new impulse given to the govern-
ment. It had led to the new constitution for the Cape;
the idea of which was conceived by the committee of
the Board of Trade in January. Mr. Hawes was again
convicted of misquoting or garbling ;

he read an extract
from a despatch as confirming his assertion that the

governorofVan Diemen's Land was in favour of a single
chamber

;
but Mr. Gladstone showed that he had only

read from the preface to the governor's declaration,
which was in these words—"

I should most strenuously
recommend the adoption of a second or upper chamber."
The committee unanimously passed the following resolu-

tions, to be reported on Monday:
"

1. That provision
be made for the better government of her Majesty's
Australian colonies. 2. That the governors and legis-
lative councils of her Majesty's Australian colonies be
authorised to impose and levy duties and customs on
goods, wares, and merchandise imported into such
colonies."

On Monday the 11th, the Personal Dispute between
Mr. Horsman and Lord John Russell was amicably
settled. Lord Ashley introduced the matter by saying
that he did not think a committee the proper tribunal
to settle the question, and that, as the difi'erences must
have arisen from misunderstanding, he projjosed that
the matter should go no further.—Mr. Horsm.vn"

regretted that some of his expressions had been mis-

understood. He believed that Lord J. Kussell had not

deliberately attempted to deceive him, but had availed
himself of the forms of the house to annoy him, being
irritated at his perseverance. He admitted that he had
often given provocation, but would alwaj'S avoid doiug
so in future.—Lord J. Ri.'SSELL said that nothing could
be more satisfactory ;

he had no doubt of Mr. Horsman's
motives as regarded his public conduct, but he and Mr.
Horsman were in somewhat dift'erent positions, and it

was his (Lord John's) duty, when introducing a bill to

the house, to satisfy all parties of its justice.
—Sir G.

Grey also expressed his entire satisfaction at what had

passed, and added that he should make it his study to

convince Mr. Horsman of the sincerity of his intentions.—Thus the aff'air ended.
Before the house proceeded to the nomination of the

Ceylon Committee, Lord John Russell called the atten-

tion of the house to some observations made by Mr.
Baillie upon Captain Watson, with respect to a procla-
mation alleged to have been issued by that ofKcer in

Ceylon ;
and read a letter from Captain Watson to Earl

Grey, declaring that the document was utterly spurious ;

that he had never issued nor authorised such a procla-
mation.-—Mr. Baillie said he had received the pro-
clamation from Ceylon, with the signature of Captain
Watson, in his own handwriting, or what jiurported to

be his handwriting, attached to it.—The select com-
mittee of last Session was then re-appointed.
On the motion for the second reading of the Pirate

(Head-Money) liepeal Bill, Sir Francis Baring ex-

plained, that though it repeals the existing acts, it does

not preclude the Admiralty from making allowances of

the nature of head-money ;
it would not, tlierefore,

remove from officers and men of the navy the expecta-
tion of such rewards for valuable services in the capture
of pirates as the old law entitled them to. He proposed
to leave in the hands of the Admiralty a large dis-

cretionary power to be exercised in communication with
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the Treasury. For the recent suppression of piratical

forces, he feared he shoukl have to call on the house for

a pretty large vote—as much, he feared, as 100,000Z.
—

Mr. Hume apprehended that something had hccu kept

hack, and would ask for full information before the half

of 100,000?. were voted.—Mr. Cohden and Colonel

Thompson desiderated evidence that the aboriginal

tribes whom we have hceu slaughtering are really

pirates—that they have ever molested English com-

merce : they do not appear to have been other than

tribes in a state of barbarism carrying on war with each

other.—The second reading of the bill passed unopposed.
The house then went into committee on Mr. Laeoit-

CHEke's resolutions for the improvement of our Maritime

Legislation ; wheu he explained his several propositions

for improving the merchant marine, for better organising
and managing the Merchant Seamen's Fund, and for

better determining the admeasurement of merchant

shipping. His explanations and proposals were in general

favourably received ;
the chief doubts coming from Sir

George Cleric, Mr. W. Fagan, and Mr. Cardwell,
on his proposals regarding the Seamen's Fund.—Mv.
Hume and Mr. Headlam cordially approved of his pro-

posed abolition of the present system of registration.—The resolutions were agi-eed to ;
and leave was given

to bring in bills in accordance with them.
The second reading of the County Hates a7id Expen-

diture Bill was moved on Wednesday, the 13th, by
Mr. Milncr Gibson, who explained that its general pur-

port was to provide for the regulation of county expen-
diture a series of councils analogous to the borough
councils, which held authority over borough expenditure.
His object was not to supersede the county justices, but

to give a concurrent control over the county rates to a

board who should be elected by and represent the great

body of ratepayers. The judicial functions of the magis-
trates would remain wholly untouched. He proceeded
to rebut the accusation of inconsistency brought against
him on a former day by Mr. Disraeli, as having re-

quired, on behalf of the occupier, a control over taxes,

which, by his own doctrines, fell solely on the landlords.

He showed how far the occupiers were interested in the

question ; and submitted that in the rapid expansion of

the rates that often took place within the period of a

single year, the tenants bore the whole increase of the

burdens.—Mr. Spooner dcin-ecated hasty legislation on
tills subject, and moved the adjournment of the debate.—Sir G. Grey thouglit the proposal for adjournment
not unreasonable, considering the magnitude of the

interests involved in the bill. An early expression of

the opinion of the legislature was, however, very
desirable.—Eventually the debate was adjourned to

Wednesday, the 13th of March.
Mr. Cornewall Lewis moved for leave to bring in a

bill to amend the laws respecting the management of

the Hig/ncays of England and ]Vales. He explained
the main provisions of the bill to be, the vesting of tlie

power now in the ratepayers at large in the boards of

poor-law guardians, and the appointment of paid
district surveyors in lieu of the present unpaid parochial

surveyors.
—Several members, among whom was Sir

R. Feel, expressed opiiuons generally f;xvoiu"able to the

bill, and leave was given to introduce it.

On Thursday, the 14th, Mr. Adderly introduced a
hill on the subject of Convict Transportation. Its

object was to repeal the act wliich empowers the

queen and privy council to detennine the place to

which felons shall be transported.
—Its introduction was

strongly opposed by Sir G. Grey and Lord J. Russell
;

and leave to bring it in was refused by 110 to 32.

On Friday, the 15th, the house went into committee
on the subject of the Advances and Repayment of Ad-
vances to Ireland, and Lord John IIussell made a pro-

posal for consolidatiug the debts and enlarging tlic

indulgence of time to distressed unions. He described

the condition of Ireland as materially improved, as was
shown by the great diminution of poor rates during the

last year. The loans and advances, repayment of which
was now due from Ireland, including a balance of

1,130,000/. granted for building workhouses in 1S39,

amounted, in the gross, to 4,483,000?. In the more dis-

tressed unions, about thirty in number, there was an
amount of debt due to contractors during the famine, for

food, clothing, &c., and in some cases payment had been

pressed so severely that the beds of jjcrsons in the

infirmary had been taken from under them : these debts
amounted at the end of December last to 270,000?. ; and
some other expenses were estimated at 30,000?. These
sums made the total liabihtics 4,783,000?. Under the
Rate-in-Aid Act, of 250,000?. to be repaid out of the

rate-in-aid, 150,000?. had been repaid, and it was pro-
bable that tbe other amount would be forthcoming.
Lord John proposed to advance the 300,000?. to meet the
debts for the distressed unions

;
to convert the other

debts, in places \\here the pressure of the poor-law is

strongly felt, into consolidated annuities ;
and to allow

forty years for the repayment by annual instalments,
with interest where it is named by previous acts of

Parliament, without interest where it is not so named.
The resolutions were agreed to at once

;
but a debate

arose on the question that they be reported. Some
Irish members complained, with Mr. Grattan, that
the relief was not enough ; others, with Mr. Monsell,
expressed grateful satisfaction. Mr. Bright insisted on
a more rigid and just administration of relief; and

pointed to instances, in the unions of Cliefdeu, Ballin-

robc and Castlebar, where landowners, and even county
members, are open dei'aulters in the jiayment of poor-
rates, and resort to various devices for the evasion of the
bailiff. Several Irish members expressed greai anger at

this charge, and called for names; but they were not

given. Mr. Bright said he had taken his information
from the union books. The resolutions were ordered to

be reported on Monday next.
The Court of Chancery (Ireland) Bill was read a

second time, after a smart debate, which consisted

almost entirely in personal sparring without substantial

interest.

On the motion for going into committee on the

Registrar's Office in Bankruptcy Bill, Mr. Henley
moved to refer it to a select committee, objecting that

the union of two sinecures would have the effect of per-

petuating one. The Attorney-General opposed him,
but, after some discussion, Mr. Henley's motion was
carried against the government by 61 to 57. This result

was received with cheers.

On the second reading of the Australian Colonies Bill

being moved on Monday the 18th, Mr. Scott moved the

postponement of the second reading till further papers
were produced, being of opinion that this measui'e re-

quired the most deliberate consideration. Mr. Roebuck
objected to the biU on the ground that it gave power to

men who did not derive their authority from the will of

the colonists. This bill was the worst of all abortions

ever put forth by an incompetent administration. We
were taking an irrevocable step, and one which would
for the future be a continual source of discontent and

quarrel ;
whereas we ought to give the Australians

really free institutions, instead of a government by the

clerks of the Colonial office. He wished to understand

why different measures were doled out to Australia and
to the Cape ? The influence of the Colonial Office was
a mildew upon the colonies. Lord John Russell said

that he had never heard a speech so full of blunders as

that of Mr. Roebuck, who, moreover, was really aslung
the house to set at nought the opinion of the Australians,
and to force its own idea of a constitution upon them.
The attacks which it was the fashion with Mr. Roebuck
and others like him to assail the Colonial Office, wre in

trath attempts to dispute the power of the Crown. The
" clerks

" had literally nothing to do with any matters

of decision. The object of ministers in bringing in the

present bill, which was provisional in its nature, was to

give increased weight to the opinion of tlic colonies.

The people of Australia would certainly not be satisfied

with the species of constitution \vhich had been sent to

the Cape ; and though he (Lord J. Russell) preferred
two chambers to one, it was for the Australians to

decide the question. After defending the Colonial Office

from Mr. Roebuck's attack, and declaring that the bill

had been drawn with great care. Lord John asked the

house to read it a second time. Sir W. Molesworth
would ofi'er no opposition to the bill in its first stages, but
claimed the ojiportunity of discussing in omiraittee,

questions concerning tlie form of government, and the

powers to be delegated to the colonial authorities.
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After a number of desultoi-y remarks from various

mcmbei-s, tlie bill was read a secoail time.

The subject of Agricultural Distress was brought
before the house, on Tuesday the 19th, by Mr.

Disraeli, who moved for a committee to revise and
amend the Poor-laws, for the purpose of affording-
rehef to the agricultural classes. He began by admitting
the fact that a large majority in both houses were dis-

inclined to disturb, at present, the settlement lately
amvcd at, and his party were convinced that an abro-

gation of the recent legislation on the subject could not

be obtained. It was necessary therefore to adapt our

position to the altered state of the case, and so to revise

taxation that those connected with the soil should be

placed on an equality with their fellow-subjects. He
denied the assertion frequently made, that the landlord

class is luxurious, indolent, and aristocratic. If you
divide the whole rental of England—sixty millions—by
the number of proprietors

—205,000—the average income

of each is about 240/. a year ; and, as many have much
more, many must have much less

;
the truth being that

they are the most thrifty, industrious, hard-living class,

as a whole, in the Idngdom. On the subject of the

Poor-laws, he maintained that the burden of sup-

porting the poor ought to fall equally on all, and not

upon a particular class. It had been said that the land

in this country was inherited subject to this and all

other charges ;
but this was not true, at least as regarded

Ireland nor Scotland, nor a considerable portion of land

in England. A surprising number of very considerable

estates, and some very interesting tenures, were not

originally subject to this charge. He stood opposite to

a noble lord, the son of one of our greatest houses—
one which had used its vast possessions generally for the

honour and dignity of England—which certainly did

not inherit or otherwise acquire those vast possessions

subject to the provisions of the 43rd Elizabeth. But in

principle, if you say property ?o«s inherited subject to

an impost, was it not also taken subject to laws which

gave it an adventitious value, by securing a market and

offering a bonus ? With these general explanations
Mr. Disraeli stated, that the first point he would con-

sider in committee would be the charges known in

Poor-law administration by the name of the establish-

ment charges. These he would have defrayed o\it of

general revenue of the state, after the 2oth March, 18-50.

These are modern unlocal charges ; by their transfer

local burdens would be diminished about 1,500,000/.

Secondly, he would deal with all rates raised by the

Poor-law machinery which have nothing to do with the

relief of the poor—excepting the police and county
rates ; charges for registering births and deaths, pre-

paring jury and burgess lists, executing the Nuisances

Act, the Sanatory Acts, the Vaccination Act, and such

irrelevant matters : local burdens of this kind, amounting
to 700,000/. for the United Kingdom, he would transfer

to the charge of the Consolidated Fund. Lastly, he
would transfer to the chai'ge of the general revenue of

the kingdmu the whole cost of relieving the casual poor.
This was not even, at present, a parochial charge ;

it

was already paid out of a common fund—the union
rate. These propositions were just and practicable ;

they destroyed no old principles or machinery ;
and

their cost might be well discharged out of that balance

in the Exchequer of which we have heard much and

hope more.—Sir G. Giiey rejoiced that the mountains
which had been prophesied in so many county meetings
had resulted in so harmless a proposition as that of

Mr. Disraeli. The hon. member had based his demands

upon an assumption of agricultural distress. He (Sir
G. Grey) would not deny that distress existed

;
but he

denied that it had increased. The returns of crime and

pauperism Avere the best tests, and both concurred in

proving that destitution had diminished since 1848. In

passing on to the proposition of Mr. Disraeli, he sig-
nalised the important omission of any reference to the law
of settlement. This law as it existed he admitted to bear

heavily against tlie landed iutercJt, and recommended
the subject to the attention of those who had consti-

tuted themselves the protectors of British industry.
Mr. Disraeli's proposals were founded upon a confusion

of all descriptions of real propertj' with the landed
interest. Difficulties had always stood in the way of

fairly rating personal and trading properties, and they
were still insurmountable. But the burthens com-
plained of were decreasing. Since 1813 the amount
raised for the poor and county rates had diminished by
nearly a million, while the population upon whom it

was assessed had expanded from ten to seventeen
millions, and the value of the real property chargeable
had increased from fifty to ninety-one millions. Of
this the land bore a rated value of only fortv-three
millions. The rest consisted of houses, railways,
and various other forms of realised property. Laud
had nevertheless not decreased in absolute, but

only in relati^-e value, and, as was thus proved, had
in no degree gone out of cultivation. These figures
disposed of the allegation of injustice to the land
in the incidence of local taxation. Sir G. Grey
then commented upon Mr. Disraeli's several proposals.
Instead of a million and a half, the establishment charges
of England were, last year, only 700,000/, If this was
withdrawn from local cheeks, considerable danger of

extravagance would be incurred. Much the same might
be said of the other charges included in the propositions.
But on this point he would not, on the instant, declare
what the government might determine when they came
to decide what was to be done with the surplus revenue.
He denied, however, that they differed materially in

principle from other items of local ta.xation. The charge
for the relief of the casual poor it was highly inex-

pedient to remove from the local control, which had
effected recently a considerable economy in its distri-

bution. Altogether, he characterised the propositions
as narrow and immature. They would purchase, at a
cost of much trouble and complication, a relief not ex-

ceeding threepence in the poimd on the aggregate rates.

Even this modicum of benefit would be monopolised
by the lando\vner. He concluded by challenging
Mr. Disraeli to reveal a little more of the threatened
series— whose first member had turned out so inauspi-

ciously and asked what had become of his sinking
fund and the ad valorem duty.

—The motion was sup-
ported by the Hon. M. Cuarteris, Sir J. Tyrell,
and Lord J. Manners

;
and opposed by Mr. Hoh-

HotrsE and Mr. Bright, who asked, how could Mr.
Disraeli's proposals satisfy the clamour which the
Protectionists had excited during the recess ? The
self-called farmers' friends did not attempt to re-

move the farmei-s' taxes by taking off the duties on

tea, tobacco, and malt. Nor did they speak one word
about reforming the Game-laws, or appear willing to

support the tenant compensation lately introduced into

the house. The true prospei'ity of the cultivator and
the landlord would spring from the expansion of industry,
the increase of population, the improvement in wages,
and the reduction of crime and pauperism—results that
were rapidly following as the legitimate consequences of

free-trade.—Mr. H. Drumjiond said that the farmer
had been accused of not knowing his busmess. Were
the learned men of Manchester much wiser ? Did they
know the scientific qualities of the pigments and drugs

they used ? Was not a school of design provided in

pity for their ignorance ? Free trade had promoted
some manufactures but destroyed others. It had anni-

hilated the farming trade, cut down half the value of

timber and bark, and reduced tlu^ produce of all the

land in England from 80s. to 406'. an acre. The de-

struction of property on one side had surpassed its

increase on another, and the whole system was one of

class legislation. This was the first skirmish of the

battle. The terms of free trade and protection were the

watchwords of the struggle between capital and labour,
between wealth and life. He should vote for the pro-

position« of Mr. Disraeli, but would vote also for placing
the burdens upon the property of the rich, leaving the

poorman free to drink untaxed beer, to build with untaxed

bricks, and grow hci])s, tobacco, or anything else he liked

in his garden.
—Captain D. Pelh.\m made some ob-

servation, after which the debate was adjourned to

Thursday.
The debate wa.s resumed on Thursday the 21st. Mr.

Stafford supported the motion, and, among other

observations, calculated that Ireland would be relieved

by the transfer of burdens on land, amounting to

490,000/., to the Consolidated Fund.—Sii- James Gka-
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HAM characterised the motion as a clever party
manoeuvre. Taken by themselves, the propositions
would confer an almost imperceptible benefit on the
landed interest. He had always enforced upon the

agricultural body, to whom he himself belonged, the

imprudence of legislating for themselves as a class

distinct from the rest of the community. Eleven articles,

all of them to be classed among the necessaries of the

operative and manufacturing population, paid in taxes

thirty-one millions annually. Was it equitable to add
to this burden by transferring some of the load now
resting upon realised property ? The burdens on land
were diminishing. A report drawn up in 1S33 showed
a condition of the landed interest vuider the sliding scale

far more deplorable even than at present. What
personal good management could effect, he exemplified

by his own experience, the poor-rate, county-rate, and

highway-rate in his neighbourhood having been reduced
from 30 to 40 per cent, since he came into his property
in 1822. The increased imports of guano and applica-
tion for inclosure bills showed that agricultural enterprise
was still lively. Land enjoyed many exemptions from
taxation. Nothing was paid by it on descents, while

personal properties had paid sixty millions in legacy duties

since 1797. Stamps, servants, vehicles, and horses were
also exempt from duty when they appertained to laud
and agriculture. The reliefs to which the landed
interest was fairly entitled were the alleviation of
burdens that checked improvement. Among these
were the duties on brick and timber. If the income-
tax were re-enacted after its expiration next year, some
claim might also be urged for a revision of Schedule B,
which fixed the farmer's profits at half his rent

;
and

even of Schedule A, where no allowance was made for

the landlord's expenses and repairs. Speaking of the

general condition of the English labourer, he declared
that in his own neighbourhood there had been no reduc-
tion of wages, while all articles of consumption had
fallen, and the husbandman was able to enjoy more
comforts than he had ever known before.—Mr. Glad-
stone expressed his intention to vote for the motion

;

but said he should not do so if he thought that it in-

volved a reversion of the Free-trade policy. He agreed
that local management is a stimulus to economy ;

but
he would go into committee to consider the charges—such as establishment charges and the like—which do
not need that check, and might therefore be transferred
to the Consolidated Fund. As a matter of justice, it is

clear that property should be made liable for the main-
tenance of the poor. He supported the motion mainly
because he thought it would have a tendency to lessen

the agitation for the restoration of protection, by draw-

ing off the moderate
;
and the struggling class which

now makes its claim upon the house should be met with
aid and encouragement.

— Sir R. Peel admitted the
existence of agricultural distress, for which he felt

sincerely ;
but described it as exceptional, and owing to

special causes : similar distress existing in protected
countries. He characterised Mr. Disraeli's proposition
as a plan tending to shake confidence in public credit ;

and said that he should consider its adoption a most

precipitate and tinwise act. And how could we remove
the tax upon bricks, timber, and other articles on which
relief might properly be given, if wc took away from
the exchequer the surplus which might justify such
relief? And yet real property, by the repeal of the

500,000/. or 600,000/. of brick duty, would be gaining
more real benefit than if the proposal of Mr. Disraeli
were acceded to. Sir R Peel further objected to the

proposal as a reversal of the financial policy of the

country ;
and said that its adoption would render it an

impossibility to repeal any tax, however objectionable.
It would be an ill return to the mass of the people for

their patience and loyalty to begin to reverse a policy
which had made them so thankful. He (Sir Robert)
had been charged with acting treacherously towards a
certain interest. What reason (he asked, amid loud

cheers), personal or political, coxild he have for such a
course ? He alluded to an attack made upon him by
Lord H. Bentinck, who had accused him of having a

pecuniary interest in supporting the funds as against
land. Lord H. Bentinck, in describing his (Sir Robert's)
fortune, should, if he wished to speak truth, have

exactly reversed the account he gave of it. He then
defended himself for his course upon the Corn-law

;

—a
course which, he said, he believed to have been his duty
to God and to his country, and of the wisdom of
which he was more confirmed than ever. Protection
never could be re^-ived ; and the landed aristocracy
would one day see that the abrogation of protection had
established their just influence more firmly than ever.—
Lord John Rus.sell supported and enforced the argu-
ments of Sir James Graham and Sir R. Peel, and
expressed some regret that Sir Robert had thought it

worth his while to allude to the personal attacks made
on him ; feeling convinced that in the present as well as

future time, full justice would be done to Sir Robert's
motives (a testimony loudly cheered by the house).—
Lord Henry Bentinck attempted to renew his previous
attack, but was prevented from going on, by indignant
exclamations from all parts of the house.—On the divi-

sion, Mr. D'Israeli's motion was negatived by 273
to 252.

On Monday the 25th, on the order of the day for

going into committee on the Parliamentary Voters

{Ireland) Bill, Mr. Disraeli urged its posti)onement
till after the termination of the Irish assizes. This was
opposed by ministers, and a pertinacious party struggle
took place. After two divisions the house went into

committee
;
but the committee was prevented from

proceeding by a series of obstructive motions and
divisions on them, to which ministers were forced to

give way.
On Tuesday the 26th, Mr. W. J. Fox moved for leave

to bring in a bill for the Promotion of Secular Educa-
tion. In a speech of great ability, he explained the
nature of his measure. It provided that there should
be a government examination into the educational defi-

ciency of each district in England, and that the inha-
bitants should be invited to supply that deficiency, by
providing the means of adding to the numbers in exist-

ing schools, and by instituting free schools in which no

religious system should be taught, except by desire of
the parents. Where a locality refused the invitation,

government should interfere, and compel it to do its

duty. One of the advantages of this plan would be,
that the sturdy independence of the lower class, which
revolted against "charities," and objected to theological

dogmas, would be won over to education. He said that,

accoi'ding to a Lancashire estimate, a rate of 4|f/. in the

pound would provide schools all over England, against
which should be set the expected diminution in criminal

expenditure. After dwelHng upon the necessity of

raising the standard of the teacher, he hoped that his

bill might be laid on the table of the house, and be
considered by the country, where thousands xipon thou-
sands of children were growing up in savageness and
crime.—Lord J. Russell recognised the importance of

the subject, and the reality of the deficiency alluded to

by Mr. Fox. He hoped the house would allow the
bill to be introduced

;
but whether the plan it included

would meet all the vast difficulties of the question, he
would not at the present moment pronounce a definite

judgment. The statement as to the total failure of the

existing societies to extend the means of instruction, he
however believed to have been somewhat overcharged.
The noble lord trusted that something might result

from the motion, and acknowledged the admirable spii-it

in which the subject had been approached by the hon.

member for Oldham.—After observations from Mr.

Hume, Mr. Plumptre, Mr. B. Osborne, and others,
leave was given to introduce the bill.

Mr. FiTZROY, for leave to bring in a bill Extending to

601. the Jurisdiction of County Courts. The Attorney
General said he would not oppose the introduction of

the bill, though he had serious objections to extending
the powers of these courts. Leave was given, and the

biU brought in.

On Wednesday, the 27th, Mr. Stuart Wortley
moved the second reading of the Marriayes Bill, ex-

plaining that its main features were similar to the bill of

last year, except that he had withdrawn the words which

legalised marriage with a deceased wife's niece, and had
also left it to the discretion of the clei-gy to solemnise

the marriages with the deceased wife's sister or not, ac-

cording to their conscience. Mr. Thesiger moved that
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the bill be read that day six months. The debate, in

which the general question of marriage with a deceased

wife's sister was again opened up, was adjourned.

PROGRESS OF BUSINESS.

House of Lords.—January 31. Opening of parliament.
—Her

Majesty's speech.
—Address and amendment; address carried

by 152 to 103.—Bill to consolidate and amend tlie Laws relating
to Bankruptcy ; and Bill for tlie Regulation of Select Vestries,
read a first time.

February 5th.—Clergy Proceedings Bill read a first time.

11th.—Ecclesiastical Commission Bill read a second time.

12th.— Bill to shorten the Language of Acts of Parliament,
brought in by Lord Brougham and read a first time.

18th.—Dolly's Brae
;

Lord Stanley's charges against the

gOYernment, and Lord Clai'endon's defence.

21st.— Irish Poor Law, Lord Desart's resolutions withdrawn.
22nd.—Royal assent given to County Cess (Ireland) Bill.

25th.—Ecclesiastical Commission Bill considered in committee.
Rouse of Commons.—3 a.n\iary 31. Address and amendment

moYed
;
debate adjourned.

February 1.—Division on the Address; carried by 311 to

192.—New writs ordered for Windsor and Colchester.
5th.—Mr. Horsman's motion respecting Ecclesiastical Com-

mission debated and withdrawn.
6th.—Irish Law Reform

;
four Bills, viz., the Common Law

Process, Court of Chancery, Registration of Deeds, and Judg-
ments Bills, brought in by Sir J. Romilly.—Ceylon Inquiry;
motion made by Mr. Hawes for re-appointment of committee

;

vote of censure proposed by Mr. Disraeli, and negatived by 140
to 68 ; amendment by Mr. Hume negatived by 109 to 100.

House adjourned without putting the original question.
7th.—Mr. P. Scrope's motion for leave to bring in a Small

Tenement Rating Bill negatived.—Lord D. Stuart's motion for

papers on tlie atfairs of Hungary debated and withdrawn.—
Mr. Macgregor's motion to incorporate a suburban district of

London into a borough, vice Sudbury disfranchised, withdrawn.—Mr. S. Wortley's Marriages Bill read a first time.— Mr.

Anstey's motion for leave to bring in a Bill to repeal Penal Acts

against Roman Catholics negatived.
11th.—Ceylon Committee re-appointed.

—Pirates Head-money
Repeal Bill read a second time.—Australian Colonies Bill read a
first time.— Bills brought in for Improving the Mercantile

Marine, Regulating the Merchant Seamen's Fund, and Regulat-
ing the Admeasurement of Mercliant Shipping.—Parliamentary
Voters (Ireland) Bill, and Electors (Ireland) Bill, ordered to be

brought in.

12th.—New River Company's Water Bill, second reading
postponed.—Process and Practice (Ireland) Bill read a second
time.

13th.—Bill to amend the Laws relative to Highways read a
first time.

14th.—Public Libraries, leave given Mr. Ewart to bring in a
Bill.—Transportation of Felons, Mr. .^dderley's motion for le.ave

to bring in a Bill negatived.—Mr. Ewart's Committee on Public
Libraries re-appointed.

—Leave given Mr. Pusey to bring in a
Landlord and 'Tenant Bill.

15th.—Distressed Unions in Ireland, Lord John Russell's

resolution for fm-ther aid.—Court of Chancery (Ireland) Bill read
a second time.—Registrar's Office Bankruptcy Bill, reference to

a Select Committee carried against Ministers.— Merchant

Shipping, Mercantile Shipping, and Merchant Seamen's Fund
Bills, read a first time.—Army Estimates presented.

18th.—.Australian Celonies Bill read a second time.—Landlord
and Tenant (Ireland) Bill read a first time.—Commons Enclosure
Bill read a first time.

19th.—Party Processions (Ireland) Bill considered, as amended.
20th.—Address for a Royal Commission to Ceylon agreed to.—

Bankrupt and Insolvent Members Bill thrown out on second

reading.
—Benefices in Plurality Bill, Larceny Summary Juris-

diction Bill, and Tenants at Eackrent Relief Bill, read a second
time.

21st.—Local Burdens on Land
;
Mr. D'Israeli's motion nega-

tived by 273 to 252.

22nd.—Party Processions Bill read a third time and passed.
—

Parliamentary Voters (Ireland) Bill, and Elections (Ireland)
Bill, read a second time.

25th.—Parliamentary Voters (Ireland) Bill in Committee.
Proceedings obstructed by repeated motions tliat chairman

report progress.
26th.—Leave given Mr. W. J. Fox to bring in a Secular

Education Bill.—Mr. Hume's motion for a drawback on brick
and timber duties mthdrawn by consent.
27th.—Marriages Bill; motion for second reading; debate

adjourned.

At a meeting of the liutland Protectionists on the
28th of January, very violent language was used by
some of the farmers. A Mr. Chcctham held forth in the

following strain:—" The phantoms of ruined farmers
must haunt the sleeping pillow of Sir Uobcrt Peel.

Knowing how much he was execrated, he really should
thinli he must move about in fear and dread. Even if

Sir Robert Peel should ever have a majority again, he
dared not take office. He knew that if he was in Sir

Robert Peel's position, he should be afraid of the poniard
and the dagger ;

and so ho had a right to. (Here he
was interrupted by loud cries of ' No—no ! ') He should
be sorrj' to say what he did not feel, but he thought he
was justified in saying what he had, seeing what a narrow-

escape Peel once had, when he was not so much execrated
as he is now. He believed that Cobden and Peel were

travelling the same road. Peel, he was informed, had
a strong grudge against the aristocracy, because one of
them in the House of Lords once called him a weaver's
son. Sir Robert Peel's son need not be afraid of being
called a weaver's son or a weaver's grandson, but he
would be called ' the traitor's son.'

" Mr. Staft'ord, M.P.,
made the best apology he could for this language : he
was sure Mr. Cheetham meant no harm, hut his words

might be misinterpreted. The usual Protectionist
resolutions were passed.
The County meeting at Brecon ended in a signal

defeat of the Protectionists. Called by themselves, well

attended, with Colonel Pearce, the High Sheriff, a man
of their own party but of impartial mind, for chairman,
it ended by carrying a Free-trade amendment by a
decided majority.
The County meeting at Bedford began in favour of

the Protectionists, but ended in a virtual defeat. The
townsmen of Bedford at the last moment crowded into

the place of meeting, outnumbered the Protectionists,
and threatened to carry Anti-Protectionist resolutions ;

to prevent which, the chairman dissolved the meeting
prematurely.
The Manchester Financial andParliamentary Reform

Association held a meeting in the Pree-trade haU on
the 29th ult., for the purpose of hearing addresses from
Messrs. Cobden and Bright previously to their departure
for their Parliamentary duties. Upwards of 8000 per-
sons were present, including Messrs. Henry, M.P.,
Brown, M.P., Kershaw, M.P., Sir E. Armitage, Mr.
H. Ashworth, and many other prominent friends of the

movement. Mr. G. Wilson was in the chair, and stated

the object of the attendance of the members of the

association to be for the purpose of seeking the co-

operation of the meeting in favour of a scheme for

enfranchising the people, to a certain extent, through
freehold qualifications. Mr. Cobden addressed the

meeting, exposing with great force the Protectionist

fallacies at present so industriously propagated through-
out the provinces, and showing the important purposes
which might be accomplished by means of the freehold

land movement. Mr. Bright followed, strongly and

ably advocating the same course. Their speeches made
a powerful impression on the immense assemblage.

Several great meetings have been held in the manu-

facturing districts of Yorkshire and Lancashire, with the

view of securing the integrity of the Ten Hours' Act, and

subverting the mode of working by shifts and relays.
In particular, a meeting of delegates was held at Brad-

ford on the 23d inst. ; another at Oldham on tlic 2oth
;

and a meeting of power-loom overlookers at Manchester
on the 26th ;

at all of which petitions to Parliament

were adopted.
There have been Sertoxis Piots at Limerick ; large mobs

having for several days marched through the streets de-

manding bread. Several bread-shops- have been broken
into and plundered, and in one shop the till was rifled

ofmoney. A large force ofmilitary and police was called

out andcaptured a number of the rioters. Several ofthem
were brought before the magistrates, and sentenced to

various terms of imprisonment. The great majority of

them refused to go into the workhouse, and in parading
the streets they frequently shouted " Bread or Blood."

Archbishop Slattcry has just issued a letter, addressed

to the Catholic clergy and people of Cashel and Emly,
denouncing the Queen's Colleges, on account of their

grievous and intrinsic dangers, and in conformity with

the judgment pronounced upon them by the Holy See,

by which it is declared to be unlawful for Roman
Catholics to encourage or frequent these institutions.

Lord John Manners was returned for Colchester on

the Cth, in opposition to Mr. Wingiove Cook.
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NARRATIVE OF LAW AND CRIME.

Edmund Francis Hunt, a plasterer, of Bath, Dmoned
himself and an Infant Child ou the 2nd. Hunt was in-

dustrious and well-conducted, but his wife wasteful,

drunken, and dishonest : she had several times been

imprisoned for theft. This preyed on the husband's
mind : in autumn last, when she was in gaol, where she
was delivered of a child, he thi-eatened that if she ever

again committed a robberj', he would destroy himself.

On the 2ud she iras taken into custody for shoplifting,
and a neighbour informed Hunt of this at night. Hunt,
who had been drinking a little, became excited, and
hastened home. At the inquest, his son deposed : "As
soon as father came home, he asked,

' Where 's mother ?
'

and I told him I did not know. My little sister, who
wa.s up staii-s in bed, then called out ' Father !

'

My
father told me to go up stairs and fetch her. I gave
him my sister, and asked him to come up to bed. He
told me to go up to bed, and said he should not see my
face any more. When in bed I heai-d my father go out
and shut the back-door. I then heard him say some-

thing to my sister, but I could not understand what it

was. My sister was two-and-a-half years old. She was

my only sister, and my father was particularly fond of
her. He liked her better than all the i-estofus, and
often had her brought down stairs to him when he came
home." The river Avon flowed at the back of the

house, and thither he proceeded with his child. Their
bodies have since been found in the stream—the child's

near Bristol. The verdict of the coroner's juiy was
"
Temporary Insanitj'."
Two children were Drowned at Exeter on the night

of Saturday, the 2nd. Elizabeth Bradford, the wife of

a joiner, was seen walking towards the ship-basin, with
her three chiltb'en ; some time after, a man heard a

splashing in the water, and he pulled a little boy out of
the basin, still alive

;
the mother said he must have

fallen in. But it was reported that the two little girls
of the woman were missing ;

next morning the police

dragged the basin, and the bodies of the children Avere

found. Elizabeth Bradford Avas arrested, in a wild and
frantic state. The coroner's jury have returned an

open verdict, to the effect that the children were
"found downed," but how they came into the water
there was no evidence to show.
At the Surrey Sessions, on the 4th, two women, one

aged twenty, and the other thii-teen, were tried for

Stealing a Sheep at Addington, near Croydon. Their

apprehension was mentioned in oui' last Number. The
evidence clearly made out that they had taken the

sheep from a number of others in a fold, cut and
wrenched its head off, skinned the body, and torn it to

pieces ;
and were stopped when carrying the meat

away at night. They were both convicted. The woman,
a bad character, was sentenced to ten years' ti'ausxJorta-
tion

;
the girl, to a year's imprisonment.

Geoi-ge Wild, a policeman of the M Division, was
tried on the 5th for Stealing Babbit- Skins. Much in-

terest was excited on account of the antecedents of the

accused : he had been in the police ten years, had held
a high character, and was very active in detecting
crime

; through his means thirty persons have been

transported, and more tlian a hundred summarily con-
victed for robbery. Mrs. Sinnetts, a furrier, occupied
some cellars in Southwark as warehouses for skins

;
it

was suspected that t'ne place was robbed; ajipUcation
was made to Wild, and he undertook to investigate the
matter. To attempt to catch the thieves, he and one of

Mrs. Sinnett's sons watched at night ;
and eventually

Wild was left in the place by himself. An air-hole

communicated from one of the cellars with the Cross-

bones burial-ground. The prisoner appears to have
thrust a number of skins through this hole

;
then he

got admission through a house into the ground, and
took away a bag-full of skius

;
but as the tenant of the

house suspected and questioned him, he took the bag
and part of the skins to Mi's. Sinnett's son, pretending
that a robber had thrust them into the grave-yai-d, and
that he had noticed the articles through the railings.
A number of skins were found in a yard near Wild's

lodging, and there was no doubt he tJirew them there.

The verdict was "
Guilty," with a recommendation to

meiey. He was sentenced to six months' imprisonment,
with hard labour.
Thomas Cox, a boy of nine years old, was killed on

the 6th, by Falling into an old Coal-pit. He left home
on the morning with his father to work in a coal-pit,
near Darlaston, in Staffordshire. In passing through
a field, near Potter's Bridge, his hat blew off. The
morning was dark and windy, and wliilst in search of it

he fell into an old pit exposed without anj' fence round
or over it. He was brought up, his head fractured, both
his legs broken, dreadfully crushed, and quite dead.
A public road passes within twenty yards of the pit, and
there is no fence against either the road or the pit, which
is about thirty-five yards deep. There are two or three

other pits near, in an equally dangerous state. The jury
returned a verdict of " Accidental Death

;

"
expressing

an opinion that " there had been great want of proper
attention and care on the part of the occupier of the pit
in question, in not having seen that it was properly
protected."
Mr. W. H. Apperley, a land-agent, was Attacked by

Highwaymen on the 7th. Whilst returning in the

evening from Abergavenny towaixls Hereford in his gig

alone, he was stopped by three men in a lonely part of

the road. Perceiving that resistance was useless, and

having a sum of money upon his person, he leaped fi-om

the gig over the fence dovra into a strip of land adjoining
the river, the field being here many feet below the road;
almost before he regained his feet, he heard the horse

and gig roll over the fence also. He ran for a,5sistance,

and found three men at home in a cottage not three

huncb'ed yards distant, who immediately returned with
him

; they found the horse and gig (the latter doubtless

upset in its passage over the fence) near the river. The

highwaymen hatl followed the gig down tiie place, and
ransacked the contents

;
but the only booty they obtained

was a letter-case, and about five or six French coins.

Not the least damage was sustained by either horse, gig,
or liarness.

At the Central Criminal Court, on the 8th, Margaret
Higgins and Elizabeth Smith were indicted on a charge
of robbing Mr. Frederick Hardy Jcwett, a solicitor, after

having Stupi-ficd him loith Chloroform. Between nine

and ten o'clock on the evening of Jan. 10th, whilst pro-

ceeding slowly along the Whitechapel Road, lie felt

somebody, he believe'd a woman, touch his left side, and
a rag or handkerchief pressed over the lower part of the

face. He became insensible until the following morning,
when he slowly revived, and found himself lying on a

very dirty bed in a wretched apartment, and in a com-

plete state of nudity, with the exception of an old piece
of rag which had been carelessly throAATi over him.

Some of his clothes were in the room
;
other articles had

been stolen, with his watch, jewellery, and money. His

trowsers were muddy, as if he had been dragged through
the streets. The door of the room was fastened by a

padlock outside ;
he found the key on the floor

;
he

pushed it under the door to a potman who happened to

be in the house, and was thus liberated. He found that

he had been conveyed to a low lodging-house in Thrall

Street, Spitalfields. Policemen and other witnesses gave
evidence. The women rented the room ; when arrested,

they accused each other. Higgins had been heard to say
that she had " done " the robbery. She told a woman
that a man named Gallagher, with whom she cohabited,
had undergone an operation at the London Hospital,
where they had given him some stuff to send him to sleep,

and that he liad'contrived to bring some of it away with

him. The JU17 returned a verdict of "
Guilty," and the

prisoners were sentenced to be transported for fifteen

years. It is doubtful whether the unfortunate gentleman
will ever recover from the cfl'ects of the treatment he

suffered.

At the Surrey Sessions, on the 9th, Charlotte Wilson
was indicted for a Similar Ofence. Mr. Barnet Lea,
whilst passing St. George's Church, in the Borough, on
the evening of the 1st of January, was accosted by the

prisoner. On telling her to go about her business, she

suddenly passed a handkerchief across his fiice, and he

became very unwell. Not suspee'ing any narcotic in the

handkerchief, he ran into a public-house close by, and
called for a glass of brandy ;

but before he could drinli
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it he became insensible, and knew nothing of what took

place afterwards, until he found himself under the care

of a surgeon. A policeman had seen the act, aud
watched the prisoner enter the public-liouse ; she ])re-

sently darted out with a hat and scarf, aud escaped in

the intricacies of the -vicinity, but was subsequently
captured. The jury recommended the severest sentence
the law empowered. Sentence, ten years' transportation.

Judgment was given on a claim for ijeatnen's U'or/ti,
a case of considerable importance to the mercantile com-

munity, at the Mansion House, on the 9th. Two days
previously, several seamen of the vessel Queen had sum-
moned the owners lor wages. The Queen, on her
homeward voyage from Callao in South America, had
touched at San l''ranci.sco, where the master ol' the vessel

had deserted for the Californian gold washings, with a

portion of the crew. The mate assumed the command,
and, to retain the others, promised them extra wages ;

they stayed by him, aud he was able to na\Tgate his vessel

home. But the owners disclaimed tlae agreement for

extra wages : if the men had all left the ship at Cali-

fornia, they could have been punished as deserters if

they had ever been caught afterwards in England ;
it

was their duty to bring home the ship for the wages
originally agreed upoU: As to the master's promising
more money, what could he do ? he was obliged to adopt
any means to keep some of his crew to their duty. After

taking time to consider, the magistrate made the follow-

ing award: "Taking into eon-sideration the fact that
after the desertion of the fii'st captain and part of the

crew, the new captain and sundry seamen appeared
before the Vice-Consul at Callao, who recorded that by
mutual agreement the wages should be twenty dollars

per month, it is my decision tliat the complainants are
entitled to such increased wages upon a new hiring, and
I accordingly award the same to them with costs."

Mr. Leggett, a leather-merchant, w;is charged at the
Mansion House before Aldermen Cardeu and Hum-
phreys, with committing an Assault upon a young Lady,
and following it up by using grossly indecent language
to her. The defendant's plea was intoxication

;
he and

a friend had dined together, and drank four bottles of
wine at a tavern. He had no notion, he .said, of insult-

ing the lady. Alderman Garden said : You were not

only able to run after and persecute her, but to attempt
to escape when you found that persons were ready aud
determined to protect her, and you greatly aggravated
your oft'ence by repeating language unfit for any cars in

the presence of one to whom, as a man, you were bound
to ofi'er succour and assistance instead of insult. We
are perfectly aware that a sum of money as a penalty
upon you would be considered of no imijortance. You
manifested by your smiles and indifference, while the

young lady was so modestly giving her evidence, that

you felt very little lor her, or for yoiu- offence against
society, or apprehension as to the result of this investi-

gation. But it happens as magistrates we have the

power of inflicting a very disagreeable substitute for a

pecuniary penalty, and we think that this is a most
excellent opportunity of testing the efficacy of that

power. Our sentence upon you, therefore, is, that for

your violent and indecent conduct you be imprisoned
seven days in the House of Correction. The defendant
was shocked at this judgment, and assured the Bench
that he deeply regretted his conduct, aud was willing to

pay any penalty they might think proper to inflict. He
repeated that he was must willing to be allowed to apo-
logise to the lady and aU other persons whom lie might
have ofi'ended. Alderman Garden said, the Bench did
not consider it necessary to coiLsult the lady at all upon
the occasion, and certainly could not suppose that she
would condescend to listen to the language of apology
from one who had used language for which there could
be no apologv'. The defendant was then taken ofi' to

the House of Correction. There were several gentle-
men present who were ready to testify as to the high
respectability of Mr. Lesgett, but the aldermen said the
case was disposed of.

John Baguley, aged 70, who died at Chilwell, near

Nottmgham, on the 16th, Confessed on his death-bed that
23 years ago he murdered a hawker, and robbed him of

shawls, blankets, &c., and disposed of the body. At
the period of his sudden disappearance, the murdered

man professed to be courting one of Baguley's dausjhters
and, as he was known to be in possession of a considerable
sum of money he was looked upon as being a rather
desirable suitor, especially as the Baguleys were very
poor. The hawker had not been missing more than
twelve mouths before their circumstances began to im-
prove, aud from the poverty-stricken labourer Bagidey
became sudrlenly a comfortable cottager, with a number
of pigs in his sty. Baguley's first wife, whenever she
quarrelled with her husband, was in the habit of putting
a stop to the violence of his temper by saying, "Be
quiet, John

; you know I have your coat of arms up-
stairs," alluding to some bloody clothes that were sup-
posed to be kept in a lodging-room. This first Mrs.
Bagidey died five or six years ago, and said, a short time
previously, that she had something ou her mind which
she should like to reveal ; but this coming to her hus-
band's knowledge, he never afterwai'ds would allow a

stranger to go to her room. The present Mrs. Baguley
was married to him three years, and since vvhichtime
siie says iiis conduct has been verj- strange. In his sleep
frequently he would jump up in a state of great excite-
ment and exclaim that some one was about to seize him.
The day before he died he .said to her,

" The pick that
1 did it with is in the dyke ;

" and other revelations
followed. It is singular that the cottage in which the
murder was committed has never since been occupied
for any length of time, and in it periodically strange
nocturnal noises are said to be heard. " The'Chilwell

ghost," and talcs respecting "the haunted house at

Chilwell," have during the last twenty years dismayed
many thousands of persons residing within a circle" of
150 miles of the locality.
An Action of Libel, which occupied several days, was

concluded on the 16th in the Court of Exchequer,
between Mr. Feargus O'Connor, M.P., and Mr. Brad-

shaw, proprietor of the Kottingham Journal. The libel

was au advertisement in the Nottingham Journal, thus
worded—" The subscribers to the ' National Laud Com-
pany

'

and the admu'crs of Feargus O'Connor, Esq.,
M.P. for Nottingham, who has wheedled the people of

England out of" 100,()00;., with which he has bought
estates and conveyed them to his own use and benefit,
and all who are desirous to witness the final overthrow
of this great poUtical impostor, should order the

Nottingham Journal, in which his excessive honesty, in

connexion with the Laud Plan, has been, and will

continue to be, fearlcs.sly exposed." The defendant

justified his libel by calling witnesses, who exposed the

illegality and commercial failure of the National Land
Company. The plaintiff answered with witnesses from
the management of the company, who laid bare its

affairs, with the object of showing that at the worst
Mr. O'Connor had been au honest though erring
philanthroijist. Chief Baron Pollock, in summing up,
recounted a multitude of illegalities in the scheme,
which required explanation,-

—such as a false registration
of Mr. Roberts instead of Mr. O'Connor as treasurer,
because it would " not look so well

"
for Mr. O'Connor

to be both director and treasurer
;
the irresponsible ])ur-

chase of 60,000/. worth of land before the company had
been registered ;

the receiving of 100,000/. of deposits at a
time when the company had no legal right to call for more
than 620/.

;
the non-registration of the banking division

of the scheme
;
the publicatiou of Mr. James Knight's

name as director thereof after he had significantly
declined to be connected with it. The efTect of these

illegalities was to shut out the shareholders from legal

remedy—they could call for no restitution against
Mr. O'Connor in any court of law or equity; his heir

might hold the laud, and his personal representatives
the money, freed of idl accountability ; or he himself

might s(iuander it, or lose it by specxdation. The jury
found for the defendant, with the expression of tiicir

unanimous opinion that the ijlaintiff's character stood

unimpcachcd as regarded his personal honesty.
An action was brought in the County Court of Cornwall,

on the 19th, on behalf of a boy named Eobius, against
William Brabyn, a schoolmaster of Withie!, arising out

of a Sacage I'unishment. The master beat the buy on
the head with a stick ; the brain was afl'octed, and blind-

ness and deafness resulted. The jury gave a verdict

of 20/. damages.
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At a Protection Meeting at Dorchester, on the 20th,

a Violent Affray took place between the farmers and the

freetraders ;
and a young man, named Allen, was killed

by a struck down blow by one of the farmers. He died

in the County Hospital a few days afterwards. It has

not been discovered who inflicted the blow.

A case of Extraordutari/ Credulity was disclosed at

the Islington County Court on the 23rd, when a poor
Irish giri, named Sullivan, sought to recover the sum of

4/. \6s. from a man named Taylor. She stated that she

was in respectable service at Hoxton, and met the de-

fendant nine weeks back, when he suddenly pretended
to admire her, telling her she resembled a sister who had

died, and asked her "to favour him with her company for

a walk, as he was a single man and anxious to get
married. She believed his representations, and he con-

tinued paying his addresses to her until a fortnight ago,
when he induced her to obtain leave of absence from
her misti'ess for a day and a night, for the purpose of

taking her to Shoreditch church to be married. Her
mistress granted her request, and she met the defendant,
who took her to the church, which was closed, when, on
his entreaty, she accompanied him to a beer-shop in

Whitecross-street, where several men and women, who,
he said, were his relatives, induced her to jump over a

broom, and go through other mock ceremonies of mar-

riage, under an impression that it was legal ;
and she

parted with the amount now claimed, fully believing
that he was her lawful husband. After enjoying herself

in his company and that of his friends, during the day
at the beer-shop, she accompanied him to his lodgings
for the night, and went to her service in the morning,
when she mentioned to her mistress that she had prac-
tised a deception on her in obtaining permission of

absence, and then detailed the above extraordinary

circumstances, which reaching her master's ears, he

adopted the present proceedings, and convinced her of

the cruel trick of which she had become the victim.

The Judge expressed his surprise that the girl's master

had not handed over the defendant to be dealt with

criminally, which he most richly deserved
;
before giving

judgment, an officer of the court was sent to her master,
and ascertained the truth of her statement. The Judge
ordered the defendant to pay the money and costs in a

week. The fellow was then hissed from the Court.

At Marylebone Police Office, on the 27th, Elizabeth

Higgins, wife of a wheelwright, was committed to

Newgate for trial, chai'ged with Attempti7iff to Murder
her Three Children, respectively of the ages of seven

years, live years, and seven months. Anne "West, in

passing along the Bloomfield Road on the 18th, saw the

accused on the towing-path of the Regent's Canal
;
she

had the three children with her ;
she lowered the baby

into the water, put another child in, and then walked
in herself with the third child. West saw this through
a paling ;

she raised an alarm, and two men came up.
One of these, John Rollins, a painter, plunged into the

canal, and successively rescued all four. The mother
was taken to the Paddington workhouse. To the in-

quiries of a police inspector there, .she alleged her hus-

band's cruelty and ill-usage as the cause of the act. She
said :

" He earns 21s. a week, and out of that he gives
me the odd 7s. to keep house and find everything : the

20s. he spends entirely upon himself He comes home
drunk, pulls me out of bed, and beats me, saying that

he will be the death of me, and that it shall not be a

sudden but a lingering death. I have also been afraid

that he would poison me, and I thought that I and my
children might as well have died at once as not." The

magistrate warmly applauded the conduct of Rollins and
Mrs. West for their exertions in this distressing case.

Two more Savings-Bank Defalcations have been dis-

covered, at St. Helen's, near Liverpool, and at Scar-

borough. The St. Helen's Bank was established about
the year 1818

;
the management was vested in six

trustees and fifty managers, who agreed to attend in

rotation and affix their initials to the depositors' pass-
books. Mr. John Johnson was appointed actuary, with
a commission amounting to about 50Z. a year ; and,
about 1833, he introduced his brother "William as his

deputy, calling him the sub-actuary. Mr. John Johnson
was tlien, and is still, the managing partner in an exten-

sive colliery fijm. Recent events in connexion with

savings-banks made the trustees and managers vigilant;
and as the accounts tendered them showed that the
amount of deposits had decreased of late years, though
the neighbourhood was increasing in prosperousness,

they resolved to examine the pass-books. On learning
this resolve, Mr. Johnson admitted that he had also

received a government notice ordering the same step.
This precipitated a disclosure. William Johnson in-

formed the trustees that money had been misappro-
priated by his brother, and that he had falsified accounts

by his brother's direction
;
but he declared that this

had been done during the past year only, and to the
amount of but 1500/!. As the examination of the books

proceeded, it was found that these declarations were
untrue. The malversations have amounted to about

10,000^., and have been carried on for about seventeen

years. The accounts tampered with were principally
those of friendly societies. A person who was a de-

positor before the alteration of the law restricted the

amount of deposits, had paid in 800^. : Johnson appro-

priated the whole. The original trustees and managers
having mostly died, it was only within the last few

years that their places were supplied ;
the attendance

to check the books became a mere irregular form
;
un-

limited confidence was placed in the popular Mr.
Johnson

;
and " at last the bank degenerated into an

institution managed by Mr. Johnson for his own pur-

poses." Hence the impunity for his frauds. Mr. John
Johnson lived in a most expensive style, was very hos-

pitable, and spent much money upon his conservatories.

Fortunately, both the brothers liave property ;
and

they have made it over to the trustees of the bank : it is

expected that it will be sufficient to meet the deficiency.
Mr. John Johnson has been arrested on a charge of

embezzlement, his brother for conspiracy and aiding.
The private book, in which the frauds were noted, has
been found, and is likely to .show the true nature of the

bank transactions.—Mr. Smurwaite, a wine-merchant,
has been arrested for embezzling the funds of the Scar-

borough Bank, of which he was the actuary and

secretary. He carried on a good business in the town.
The total amount of his frauds is not yet ascertained.

At present it is nearly 4000i. Mr. Smurwaite has been

gazetted as a bankrupt.

Henry Jackson, a money-taker in the service of the

Citizen Steamboat company, has committed Suicide.

Serious defalcations having occurred in the receipts of

the company, a number of the people employed were

suspected. Among them was Jackson, who was ordered,
on the 11th of January, to attend the solicitor to the

company. He left the place, saying he would presently

return, but was never seen aUve again. On the 20th

inst. his body was found floating in the Thames, at

Rotherhithe. A coroner's jury gave this verdict :

" That the deceased had destroyed himself while in a

state of temporary insanity, arising from fear of a cri-

minal prosecution."

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT AND
DISASTER.

James Wilson, an engine-driver, and John Tinkler,

fireman, were A'l'Werf 'on the 2nd near the Darlington
station of the York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway,

by the bursting of a locomotive engine boiler. At the

inquest, Mr. George Barker of Roundhill, stated, that

whilst attending to his homestead, he was alarmed by a

loud explosion, proceeding from a train on the railway,
which runs close by his farm. Perceiving a great body
of fire and steam proceed from the train, he ran to

render assistance, and on gaining the line, found the

engine had burst. It was off the line, and the tender

seemed to have been blown on to the opposite rails.

Between the two lines lay a man apparently dead, and
on looking round he found another in a ditch. Mr.

Bell, the superintendent of the locomotive department,
stated he was at the Darlington station when the train

took its departure. It was a luggage train, consisting
of 26 waggons, five loaded with timber, and the rest

with coals. It was dra\vn by an old locomotive, one

that had been damaged by a collision, but the boiler

and its machinery were perfect in every respect, capable
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of running with safety. It had been running some
miles that day. The explosion was attributed to the
boiler being kept short of water.
The village of Ashwell in Herts was ravaged by a

terrible Fire on the 2nd, supposed to have been wilfully
caused. Six farm premises, the produce of 1400 acres,
26 cottages, 3 malt-houses, and a handsimie Independent
chapel, were utterly destroyed. Thirty-two families

have been rendered houseless, and 60 or 70 people
thrown out of work. The damage amounts to from

25,000^. to 30,000Z.
A tremendous Storm of Wind swept over all parts of

the kingdom on the night of the oth and 6th. Its equal
in violence lias not been experienced for years, and a
vast destruction of property has taken place. The
remarkable fall of the barometer in the afternoon, indi-

cated a change in the weather for the worse, and after

dusk the wind rose rapidly from the W. and N.W., with

occasionally heavy falls of rain. By one o'clock the

gale had reached its climax, at times resembling thunder,
it so continued till six o'clock, when the blast, if any-
thing, increased, as the wind-gauge at Lloyd's showed.
The pressure throughout the night up to the time men-
tioned was 91bs, lOlbs, and lllbs on the square fbot

;

but a few minutes after six o'clock it reached ITlbs.,
the highest pressure known since the apparatus machine
has been erected, now three years.

Large branches were torn from the trees in and round
the metropolis, numerous stacks ofchimneys blown down,
and lead stripped from the house-tops. At Bethnal
Green the roof of a chapel was torn up and shattered to

pieces. Much damage was done to the shipping in the

river, accompanied with loss of life. At Manchester

many of the houses were unroofed. Three heavily-
laden coal-waggons on the West Yorkshire Railway
were set in motion down an incline, and dashed through
the Bolton station towards Manchester, at the speed of
an express, overtaking a passenger-train at Clifton

;

they ran into it with extraordinary violence, shivering
the three last carriages almost to atoms. Many of the

pa,ssengers were severely injured. At Preston the
arches of a new railway viaduct wore blown down. At
Bristol and Liverpool, numerous vessels were driven
on shore.

The shipping on the coasts suffered enormously. In
the west, a ship was shattered to pieces on the shore at

Mawgen Forth, and all hands perished ; at Ilfracombe,
a Fowey vessel was wrecked, with the loss of the whole
crew. In Wales, both at sea and on land, the damage
Avas extensive. A ship was wrecked in attempting to

enter Cardigan harbour, and eleven out of a crew of
thirteen perished. The gale caused the destruction of

a well-known windmill at Castledown in the Isle of

Man : the sails were whirled round with such rapidity
that the mill was set on hre, and was speedily burnt
down. On the east coast, a great deal of shipping was

damaged or destroyed. A brig was seen to go down
near the Dudgeon Light ; nothing heard of the crew.
A West Indiamau seems to have been lost in Margate
Koads. The Sarah, from Jamaica, was on the way to

London, towed by a steamer, when the hawser broke,
and the ship went adrift during the night. A quantity
of West India produce and pieces of wreck have been
cast ashore

; nothing heard of the crew.
Near Ayr, the Jubilee of Sunderland was lost on the

rocks
;
the mate and four seajnen drowned. The jMar-

garet, from New Orleans, went ashore near Dunure
; the

crew got to land
;

but a young man determined to

return and save his chest: he got back to the ship,
much exhausted, and caught hold of a rope ;

he hung
by this for twenty minutes, and then, quite worn out,

dropped into the waves and was drowned. A coal-ship
ran a.shore near Girvan

;
the men took to the boat

;

this afterwards filled and sank, and five men were lost.

At Ardrossan, a steamer which plied to the Lsle of
Arran caught fire while lying in port ;

and the wind so

fanned the flames that nothing coidd be done but
scuttle the ship, which then burnt to the water's edge.
The storm raged :n Ireland. At Limerick, the master

ofa ship was drowned, having been blown off a jilank
as he AS'as going to the vessel. The Queen's College at

Belfast was a good deal damaged ;
and a fatal accident

occurred at the Union Workhouse : a chimney was

blown down, and a largo stone fell through the roof of
a dormitory, killing three boys. At White Abbey, a
child was killed by the fall of a chimney, while sleeping
with its parents. In some districts the wretched hovels
of the peasantry have been swept away by wholesale.

Early on the morning of the 7th, a Destructive Fire
broke out in the vicinity of the York Road. It originated
in the extensive premises of Mr. Myers, a builder,

timber-merchant, and contractor: in the midst of a

square of houses formed by the Westminster Road, the
York Road, the Belvedere Road, and Guildford Street,
which runs between the two last. From the situation

of the buildings, the fire had gained great head before it

was discovered, and then it spread rapidly. The result
was the entire destruction of Mr. Myers's premises, of
Messrs Nickels and Co.'s India-rubber webb manufac-

tory in Guildford street, the damaging more or less of
twelve houses in the York Road, of five in the Belvedere

Road, and of other buildings. The body of fire was
enormous, and the Brigade men could do nothing to

save the manufacturing buildings. Mr. Myers was the
contractor for ornamental stone-work for divers of Mr.
Pugin's works, and the builder of the new Roman
Catholic Cathedral, St. George's Fields. Upwards of

fifty workmen have lost all their tools. Seventy young
women are thrown out of employment by the destruction
of Messrs. Nickels and Co.'s factory ;

this building was

formei'ly part of Grissell and Peto's establishment. In
one floor alone there were 500 machines, and in another

300, besides about a dozen power-looms and various
hand-looms. The superintendent, who lived on the

premises, escaped with his wife and four children in

their night-clothes, every article of their furniture and

clothing being destroyed. The whole of the property of

Mr. Myers was consumed, including four valuable

horses, which the firemen were unable to rescue. The
total amount of property destroyed is estimated at

50,000^. Three-lburths of the amount is insured.

An Alarming Fire broke out on the IDth in the ex-

tensive flax-mills of the Messrs. Mulhollaud, at Belfast.

Property to the amount of 10,000/. was stored in the

wing of the building where the fire took jilace, and a

very considerable portion of it is stated to have been
consumed or damaged. The injury, however, was

amply covered by insurance.
John Walker, a compositor, aged 44, Committed

Sicicide on the 9th. He had been discharged that day
from the office of INIessrs. Sehultz and Co. in consequence
of intemperate habits. He went to bed quite sober, and
about nine o'clock on the following morning he was
found in bed bleeding profusely from several wounds
ua his throat, which he had inflicted with a razor dis-

covered lying by his side. The deceased was quite

sensible, and said to Mr. Davis, with whom he lodged,
that "he was ashamed to look him in the face, but he
was compelled to do it, as he had been in great agony all

the week." He was speedily placed in a cab, and on

being removed to St. George's Hospital he was found to

be quite dead. The liouse surgeon said, the wounds in

the deceased's throat were not suflicient to cause death,

and, from the appearance of the stomach and the intes-

tines, the deceased had taken some corrosive poison
which had caused death.

An Explosion of Gunpoicder, attended with loss of

life, occurred on the 14th, at Norris Castle, Isle of

Wight, occupied by R. Bell, Esq. Mr. Hill, who is a
member of several yacht clubs, kept his spare stores,

including gunpowder, plate, &c., in some stabling ad-

joining the castle. The ammunition, from some cause

unexplained, exploded, destroying the building and its

contents, lulling a man and boy, and wounding severely
two others.

A collision, involving the Loss of Two valuable

Vessels, occurred on the night of the l4th. Both were

English traders—one the Floridian, a large barque, 300

tons burthen, the other a brigantine, the Helen, from

Lisbon, bound to Leith,—both heavily laden. It was
between 11 and 12 o'clock when the accident happened,
the spot lat. 47.58, Ion. 8, west. The Floridian was
under closc-rccfcd topsails, as was also the case with the

Helen, and both, it is asserted, had a "
goinl look-out,"

yet it appears neither of the vessels was seen until the

very moment they came in coutaet. The Helen
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foundered almost instantly after, her crew having barely
time to clamber away from the wreck of the Floridian,
which seenied in the same condition. Ilcr hull was cut

down to the water s edge, and it was not expected she

could outlive the night. One of the Helen's crew

perished in attempting to gain the Floridian. By
incessant worldng at the pumps both crews managed to

keep the vessel from sinking. Fortunately, on the

morning of the loth, her perilous situation was observed

by the schooner Victoria, which bcn-e down to her aid,

and the master succeeded in taking ofif the wreck the

crews of both vessels. The Floridian disappeared under
water in the course of an hour after. Their loss and

cargo is calculated at upwards of 17,000/.

At the Wakefield station of the Lancashire and York-
shire KaUway, a man was Killed oa the 20th, by being
crushed between the bufl'ers of two waggons, while em-

ployed in getting some pigs ofi' by a goods train to

Halifax, where he resided. The cause of the accident

was the backing of the engine without a warning signal.

By the Trent, West Indian Steamer, which arrived

on the 22nd, a number of persons were brought home,
who had been Shipwrecked on the passage from New
York to Liverpool. The following is the account given

by one of them :
—The liner ship L. Z. sailed from New

York on the 12th of January, with 45 passengers. On
the 14tli, it was announced that from seven to foui-teen

feet of water was iu the hold, entering from a leak. A
pump was then attempted to be rigged by the carpenter,
who was searching for his tools, until the water poured
in so fast that his preparations were useless. The pas-

sengers were obliged to give up the pumps, being
both choked and not in order. The vessel was given

up for lost after midnight, when the crew got drunk,
and began plundering and breaking trunks and chests,

and looking for grog, and some selling and offering

pieces of beef and pork for grog to the passengers. The

captain, for the first time, crawled out of the cabin as

if drunk, and ordered the cargo, or a part of it, to be

thrown over. He remained a few minutes, when he
went to his cabin again, and left the ship to the

management of a drunken crew and officers. The pas-

sengers and second mate employed themselves in

putting overboard some flour barrels and cotton bales.

On the morning of the 15th of January, the American

barque Marieta appeared in sight, and took the passen-

gers on board, but they were not allowed to take with
them a single article of property, except the clothes they
had on. This barque was bound for Havana, but
steered for Bermuda, to land them there. When a few
miles from the island, she struck upon a rock and was

wrecked, but the crew and passengers were saved by
boats from the island. The passengers who had sailed

from New York in the liner, obtained a passage for

England in the Trent, and arrived at Southampton, all

of them in a state of such destitution, that they received

support from the guardians of the poor. One of the

passengers had perished when leaving the wreck of the

liner, and another had become mad from terror and

suffering.
An Explosive Fire took place on the 23rd, on the

premises of Messrs. Heathfield and Burgess, chemists

and naphtha distillers. Prince's Square, Finsbury. It

was said to have been caused by some apparatus having
been incautiously overheated to such an extent as to

burst a boiler, the inflammable contents of which being
scattered about, the building appeared in an instant to

be enveloped in flames, which penetrated the roof, and

spread through the adjacent yard. The building was
in part destroyed, but, by the speedy arrival of engines,
further damage was prevented. Three workmen, named
Page, Talferd, and Berry, who were on the spot when
the explosion took place, were so severely burnt and

injured, that they were conveyed in cabs to St. Bartho-
lomew's Hospital.
On the 26th, a Fire broke out at the warehouses of

Messrs. M'Culloeh and Co., wholesale chemists and

druggists, in Bishopsgate Street. The floors were well

filled with drugs, but, fortunately, very little spirit or

oil was in the building. A considerable amount of

property was destroyed, but the adjoining buildings
were preserved by the exertions of the firemen. The
firm was insured.

A Fire broke out on the 23rd, at Clay-hill Hall, near

Enfield, the seat of Mr. Bosanquet, the banker, in a
detached building, which was being prepared for a

library. It was of an old-fashioned construction, the

fronting covered with ivy. Some persons had been
engaged during the day in airing the place, and about
six o'clock in the evening smoke was seen issuing from
the windows. An alarm was raised, and an attempt
made to enter the buiWing. The heat and smoke were
too overjiowering to allow them to proceed far into the

interior, and in a very short time the flames had full

possession of the building. Engines were promptly
despatched, but Avere not able to save any portion of the

place. The exact loss is not known, but it is stated that
some very choice books were stored in the building.
John Drurj', a painter in Carey Street, was Killed by

a Fall on the 25th. He lived with his wife in a garret.

They had had a quarrel and a fight, which was put an
end to by a fellow- lodger, and the wife went down
stairs. Drury said he would not meet his wife again by
descending the staire, but would go down bj- the water-

spout on the outside of the house, as he had often done
before. He made the attempt, fell into the yard, and
died' on the spot.
On the 26th, an accident occurred at the mouth of

the Devonport harbour, by which four persons were
Drowned. The cutter of her Majesty's steam-ship Strom-
boli was proceeding from the vessel in Plymouth Sound
to the harbour, when, between St. Nicholas Island and
the main, the weather being boisterous, with a strong
north-easterly wind, a large quantity of water was

shipped at the lee-bow, and the cutter immediately
sunk. The crew, consisting of 13 persons, were all

immersed. The accident was seen from several quarters,
and ten persons were rescued from their pei'ilous position,
but a midshipman and three of the cutter's crew were
not recovered.

SOCIAL, SANITARY, AND MUNICIPAL
PROGRESS.

A PUBLIC meeting called by the Aborigines Protection

Society and the Peace Society was held at the London
Tavern on the 30 th of January,

" to consider the fearful

Sacrifice of Human Life o?i the Coast of Boriieo in July
last, and to petition parliament for the total and imme-
diate abolition of the practice of awarding head-money
for the destruction of pirates." Between three and four
hundred persons were present : Mr. Joseph Sturge pre-
sided ;

Sir Joshua Walmsley and Mr. George Thompson
were among the leading occupants of the platform. A
letter from Mr. Cobden expressed reprobation of the

sanguinary attack on the Sarebas Dyaks,
" as a gratuitous

and cold-blooded butchery, which brands its authors not

only with cruelty but with cowardice." The chainnan,
as a commercial man, stated that his firm had paid
hundreds of thousands of pnimds for ship insurance, and
he was not aware that they paid a shilling less for Eng-
lish vessels on the ground of their being protected by
English men-ofwar: if the latter were all scuttled

to-morrow, he beUeved he could go to Lloyd's next day
and insure his vessels without a shilling more. He
quoted a letter from China, to the effect that from 1845
to 1848 the writer never knew of an instance in which

English vessels were attacked by pirates,
"
except such

as were notoriously engaged in the illegal opium traffic."

A seafaring man, who gave the name of "
Captain Aaron

Smith," here declared from the body of the meeting,
that he could prove such attacks. He was invited to the

platform, and took a place there. He then rose and said,
that he had been attacked by pirates in the China seas,
at midnight, by a fleet of prahus

—no mere "
baskets,"

but boats manned by a hundred men each, and rowed by
seventy or eighty oars. He had navigated those seas

thirty years, and the pii-ates had cost him many a

sleepless night. Bound from Sourabaya to China on
the 30th of April, 183G, he had been set upon by twenty
of these pirates.

" We had a three hours' engagement,
and during that time I can tell you I killed as many
men in proportion as Rajah Brooke. I only did my
duty, for it was my duty to defend my ship. After a
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three hours' engagement there was about a hundred of

'em shot. I destroyed one crew, and disabled the rest.

The next morning I hoisted out the British ensign, that

the chief of the pirates might know who he had to do

with. But ho hoisted up another British ensign. Now,
he couUl'nt have bought one in those seas, and the one
he hekl up could only have been gained by the massacre

of those to whom it had belonged." He went on descri-

bing the ferocity and bloodthirstiness of these pirates, and
assured the meeting that if they were not put down,

they would cut ofF every British ship that went into

those seas. His speech was received with mingled cheers

and hisses. Mr. George Thompson next addressed the

meeting, and said he hoped the meeting would commis-

sion him, in his place in parliament, to demand a com-
mission of inquiry. Then they could have the last

speaker before it to give evidence ;
and ifhe (Mr. Thomp-

son) were on the inquiry, he would not be satisfied till

he turned the witnesses inside out. Resolutions were

passed, demanding a parliamentary inquiry into the

slaughter of the Dyaks under the direction of Sir James

Brooke, ou a vague and general imputation of piracy,
and condemning the principle of head-money for the

destruction of pirates ;
and it was agreed to present a

petition to parliament.
An important meeting was held in Freemasons' Hall,

on the 6th, to promote tlxe Sanatory Condition ofLondon.
The Bishop of London presided ; several noblemen, some
members of parliament, the Bishop of Chichester, and a

number of clergymen, were present ; Lord Ashley, Lord
A. Grosvenor, Mr.WyM,M.P., the Rev. Dr. Gumming,
Mr. C. Dickens, Mr. Slaney, M.P. Mr. Pownall, and
the Rev. Dr. Worthington, wti-e the speakers. In

opening the business, the Bishop of London observed,
that amidst much that is dark and discouraging in these

times, there is much to cheer and animate in this sana-

tory cause : its effect on public feeling, if carried out to

the extent he hoped, would lessen the fearful chasms in

respect of worldly comfort which divides the extremely
poor from the extremely rich. A sense of this duty
acting on a few individuals, and afterwards pressing

upon a larger body of associated persons, has at length
reached the legislature ;

aiid the legislature, thus

awakened, had already done much. But the provisions
for improving the health of Loudon had proved by no
means sufficient ; and it was in the hope of urging
government to effect stronger measures, that the meeting
had been convened. Lord Robert Grosvenor said that

the meeting was the resuscitation of an association prac-

tically defunct, in order that the metropolis might be

brought under the general law respecting sanatory
measures. Suitable resolutions were passed, and a

number ofnoblemen and gentlemen were appointed to act

as officers of the "Metropolitan Sanatory Association."

The returns of the Board of Trade just issued show a

total increase of exports compared with those of 1818,
to the amount of 9,901,717^. All the great staple
manufactures shared the movement, except machinciy,
which fell off by 108,585^. The imports of wheat ex-

ceeded those of 1848 by more than 1,250,000 quarters,
and at the same time the quantity taken for consump-
tion was more than 4,500,000 quarters in excess of last

year. The import of coffee increased largely, that of

sugar moderately
—the considerable increase in the

Colonial being nearly balanced by a decrease in Foreign.
The Duke of Portland has announced to his tenants

in Nottinghamshire, that, from Lady-day hist, a moiety
of their rents shall he calculated according to the

average price of wheat for the half-year preceding the

usual time of payment, taldng 5Gs. per quarter as the

standard of the present rents.

The Marquis of Hertford has aimounced his intention

to allow 15 per cent, to such of his Irish tenants as pay
their last half-year's rent by next April ;

and to allow

certain other tenants tickets for draining to the extent

of 20, 25, and, in some cases, 30 per cent, of their last

half-year's rent, without any charge of interest. He
asks the surrender of no lease, anti much less will he

interfere with the tenant-right which his tenants have

enjoyed.

According to a report by Mr. Braidwood, the super-
intendent of the Fire Brigade, there were 838 fires in

London during the last year ;
256 of which were pro-

ductive of much damage, the others were slight. There
were eleven fatal fires, with a loss of twenty lives. In

1848, the total of fires was 805.

A deputation, representing the paper-makers, pub-
lishers, and printers of Great Britain, had an interview
with Lord John Russell, in Downing Street, on the

12th, on the subject of The Paper Duties. The spokes-
men were Mr. Crompton, of Farnworth, in Lincoln-
shire ; Mr. James Baldwin, of Biiininghana ; Mr.
Robert Chambers, and Mr. Chai-les Knight. Mr.

Crompton urged the unfairness of imposing on a raw
material of the most wortlilcss character—the very
refuse made from cotton and linen in the process of

manufacturing them into cloth—a duty amounting to

600 percent, upon its cost price when made into paper;
whilst cotton manufactures have obtained the removal
of a tax of only five-sixths of a penny per pound—not
more than 5 per cent, on its value—on the cotton itself.

He detailed various vexatious obstructions caused by
the capricious and inconsistent conduct of the E.Kcise ;

and urged the demoralising tendency of the tax, which
was encouraging iniquitous practices, and breaking
do\vn the probity of manufacturers. — Mr. Robert
Chambers illustrated the pressure of the paper-duties
on the publication of cheap periodical literature. There
was one called a "

Miscellany of Tracts," which his

brother and he published. It met a large sale, and was
in the way of doing some good amongst tiie humbler
classes. It returned, however, so slight a profit that

they gave it up, while selling to the extent of 80,000

copies. On the whole amount of this work printed, the

duty was 6220/. Now, this would have been a very
ample profit in itself, though a mere shade upon each

copy. In a cheap publication, the value of paper may
be set do«ni at nearly one-fourth of the selling price,
and considerably above one third of the price to the

retailer.—Mr. Charles Knight developed the injurious

tendency of the tax on "
cheap publications for which

high priced skilled authorship is paid." He had been
able to show that the duty had been a positive burden

upon the "
Penny Cyclopaedia," to the extent of 16,500/.

That work was undertaken under the auspices of Lord
John Russell himself, amongst other eminent persons ;

but the cost had been borne by Mr. Knight. It had
never been remunerative ;

for tlio cost was largely in-

creased by the natural operation of the tax upon the

price 01 paper This was an example of the peculiar
burden of the tax upon the higher kind of literary

labour, compelled to compete with low-priced authorship
in the rate of cheapness. Mr. Knight believed that the

great mass of publications were tending to cheapness—
the good as well as the bad. He believed that books

for the few were fast going out of demand ;
and further,

that the many would ultimately pay the proper rewards

of good writers as well as, if not better, than under the

present system of a limited demand. But, with the

paper-duty, the profits of a publisher employing the

best authors to produce cheap books were so curtailed

by the burden of the tax upon the large amount of

paper used for such books, that the higher class of hte-

rature was deprived of its proper encouragement.
—The

Premier received the deputation with courtesy, but

gave no indication of his sentiments on the subject.

A meeting was held at Willis's Rooms on the 13th

for the purpose of condemning the measures of govern-
ment for promoting National Education. Upon the

platform were the Bishop of Bath and Wells, the Bishop
of Exeter, and the Bishop of Chichester ;

Lords Nelson,

Campden, Fielding, Castlereagh, and Lyttelton ;
Arch-

deacons Manning, Thorp, Hai-rison, and Allen ; and a

long list of reverend dignitaries and gentlemen. The
most notable speech was made by the Rev. Dr. Bibcr,
who moved a resolution against the Knellcr Hall Nor-

mal school, and concluded thus—" It was avowed by the

Privy Council that the only Gospel taught at Knellcr

Hall was that which was comprised in the moral agencies

relied upon by the Poor Law Coramifsioners for the

elevation of the poor. Of him who sought to introduce

such a Gospel into the education of this country be hesi-

tated not to say, without any personal feeling,
' Let him

be accursed ;' and he believed that the events which

would be witnessed by the next two generations would

fully justify the use of such language."
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PERSONAL NARRATIVE.
The Queen and Prince Albert, with the guests at

Windsor Castle, witnessed a dramatic performance,
under the direction of Mr. Charles Kean, in the Rubens
room, on the evening of the 1st. The piece was Julius

Ctesar, and the leading parts were taken by Mr. Kean
and Mr. Macready—the first time on which those per-
formers have ever appeared on the same stage together.
Thomas Maitland, Esq., her Majesty's Solicitor-

General for Scotland, has been appointed to the place
of one of tlie Lords of Session, in the room of Francis

Jeffrey, Esq., deceased; and James MoncreifT, Esq.,
Advocate, has been appointed to the vacant place of

Solicitor-General for Scotland.

Mr. Justice Talfoxird has received from her Majesty
the honour of knighthood.
The Lords of the Admiralty, on obtaining the sanc-

tion of the House of Commons to another expedition in

search of Sir John Franklin, have lost no time in

deciding on the plan to be adopted for proceeding in the
direction of Davis's Straits, Lancaster Sound, and on-

wards to Melville Island
;
and ordei-s have been sent to

Woolwich to get two steam vessels and two dockyard
lighters ready for sea at the shortest notice. Captain
Austin has been daily at the Admiralty making the

arrangements for the expedition which he is to com-
mand. Some thirty captains, including among them
Captain William Peel, a son of Sir Robert Peel, and

Captain Caffiu, formerly of the Scou7-ffe, have volun-

teered their services, and earnestly pressed for commands
in the expedition. jNIr. Penny, whom Lady Franklin
has engaged to conduct an independent expedition, has
also been at the Admiralty, and has received encourage-
ment and assurances of co-operation.

©Iiituarjj of i^atafilc ^ScrsciiS.

Lord Jeffrey died at liis residence in Moray-place, Edin-
burgh, on the 26th ult., in the 77th year of his age. He was
admitted an advocate of the Scottish bar in the year 1794, and
for forty years pursued that profession, filling the office of Lord
Advocate, and attaining the dignity of the bench. He was
married twice : first, in the year 1802 to Catharine, daughter of
tlie Rev. Dr. Wilson, of St. Andrew's

; and secondly, in the vear

1813, fo Charlotte, daughter of Mr. C. Wilkes, of New York,
and grandniece of the well-known Alderman Wilkes, of London.

Sir Felix Booth, Bart., died at Brighton on the 18th ult.

He was a wealthy distiller, and served the otfice of sheriff of
London in 1828-9; he was al:io distinguished for his munificence,
having presented Sir John Ross with 20,000?. to enable him to

fit out his polar expedition.

Lieut.-General Robert Crawford, of the late Royal Irish

Artillery, died on the 14th inst. He served in Holland in 1794
and 1795, and in 1798 he was actively employed in Ireland

during the rebellion. He commanded the Irish Artillery when
that force was consolidated with the British.

Lord Godolpiiin died, on the 15th inst., at Gogmagog Hills,
in Cambridgeshire, aged 73.

General Lord Aylmer, G.C.B., died on the 23i-d, in his
75th year.

Sir William Allan, R..\. and President of the Royal
Scottish Academy, died on tlie 23rd, in liij 68th year.

COLONIES AND DEPENDENCIES.

TN the absence of any news of special mark from the colonies, news has gone out to them from us that \rill
-•- be more welcome than any transmitted during the present century. They will learn from it that the

English prime minister has delivered views of colonial policy in parliament, which the most vehement
advocates of their claims, and exponents of tlieir wrongs, had hailed with satisfaction and delight. These views

may indeed most worthily date a new era in colonial government. They were announced by Lord John
Russell in proposing the measure for giving new constitutions to the colonies of Australia, and the principle
vrhich governs them may be briefly described. It is that wherever the British flag has been planted abroad,
and a society of Englishmen has been brought together, the English institutions which secure English
freedom shall hereafter have place among them, and development according to the growth of the colony.
Thus, in the present instance of Australia, ample powers of local self-government are given, with only such
resei-vation of imperial power as may be used with advantage to the colonists themselves. Nor was the satis-

faction felt and expressed at the speech derived more from the premier's tone in regard to the future, than
from the spirit in which he reviewed the past. The courage of entering a new path is not always attended by
the courage of confessing an old error, but there was no flinching in the speech of Lord John. He did not

say that having governed their colonies with consummate wisdom for a hundred years, it was now incum-
bent on English statesmen to govern them in a cjuite diSerent way ; but he frankly implied sufficient of

past miscarriage, to guarantee strongly what he said for amendment in the future. It is a pity that something
of the same spirit, bold yet pn-udent, does not govern and control the great soldier and reformer now in
India. Sir Charles Napier is doing good in the most ofifensive waj' conceivable. His last general order is

a denunciation of the Bengal army for gross military ignorance and want of discipline, in terms which
will intercept half the benefit intended. Nevertheless the other half will be no inconsiderable boon.

The Overland Mail has brought advices from Bombay
to the 17th of January. There is little intelligence of

importance. A great sensation had been excited by a
General Order issued by Sir Charles Napier, in which
he censures most severely the state of discipline in the

Bengal army encamped at Lahore. The following are
some passages from this characteristic document, which
is dated from Head Quarters at Lahore, on the loth of
December :

—
" At the late review of the troops on the plain of

Meean Meer, the following egregious deficiencies were
evident to all—

"
1st. That some commanders of regiments were

unable to bring their regiments properly into the

general Hne.
" 2nd. One commanding-officer of a regiment at-

tempted to wheel his whole regiment as he woukl a

company." 3rd. Several officers commanding companies were

seen disordering their companies by attempting to dress

them from the wrong flank.
" 4th. When the line was ordered to be formed on

the left column, some commanders deployed too soon,
and ordered their lines (thus improperly formed) to
' double quick,' in order to regain their position. This
was all bad ; but it was worse to see the regiments, on

receiving the word to 'double quick,' at once charge
with loud shouts,

—no such order to charge having been

given by any one, nor the words '

prepare to charge
'

:

nor did anything occur to give a pretext for such a

disgraceful scene, exhibiting both want of drill and
want of discipline.

" 5th. Bad as this was, it was not the worst. When
these regiments chose to 'charge,' the Commander-in-
chief, to his astonishment, beheld the men discharging
their firelocks straight up in the air, and he saw some
men of the rear-rank actually firing ofi' their muskets to

the rear over their shoulders as their bearers Qio will
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not call them soldiers) were running to the front. He
feels assured that no such scene could have occurred in

any other regiments in the army : if ever such again
happen, he will expose the commanding-officer of any
regiment that so disgraces itself, in public orders, to the
whole Indian Army. In the course of his service he
never before Avitnessed such a scene. No commander
could go into action with a regiment capable of such
conduct without feeling certain that it would behave ill.

The Commander-in-chief will, therefore, hold com-
manding-officers responsible (for they alone are to blame)
that any soldier who shouts, or charges, or fires, without

orders, be instantly seized, tried at once by a drum-
head court-martial, and the sentence executed on the

spot."
He adds :

—" The Sepoy is both a brave and an obedient
soldier ; and whenever he behaves ill, it is in a great
measure the fault of his commanding officer.

" The drill and discipline of all armies rest mainly
with the commanders of regiments and of companies.
They are in immediate contact with the officers, non-
commissioned officers, and private soldiers

;
and to them

general officers must look for that i)erfect obedience

without which any army is an armed mob, dangerous
to its friends and contemptible to its enemies.

" The Commander-in-chief does not apply this order
to all commanders—he well knows that there are abun-
dant first-rate soldiers, and first-rate regiments in the
Indian army ;

but he applies it to those whose regiments
are in bad order."

The news from Canada comes down to the 2d inst.

The Quebec election had resulted in the return of the

government candidate, M. Chabot : the votes were—
2007 for Chabot, and 1203 for M. Legare, the Annexa-
tionist. It is stated that one-third of the voters held
back rather than vote for the ministry or annexation.
The contest lay between the French Canadians, the
followers of Lafontaine, on the one hand, and those of

Papineau, or the "Young Canada" party, on the other;
and the result gave little cause for triumph either to the

royalists or the annexationists.—A despatch had been
received from Earl Grey approving of the dismissal of
the magistrates who had signed the annexation mani-
festo, and directing other measures of discouragement
and repression.

NAREATIVE OF FOEEIGN EVENTS.

'T'HE old hackneyed phrase about foreign affairs is absent from the speech on the opening of Parliament.
-^ Her Majesty fails for once to inform us that she has received the most friendly assurances from all

foreign powers. Lord Stanley regi-ets the omission veiy much, but it is doubtful whether the people generally
vsdll regret it. Vast numbers may be apt to think that friendly assurances from Russia, Austria, and such
like, would be anything but complimentary just now. England aloof from these gentry, neither making nor

meddling, leaving them to their own tyrannies and intrigues, and resolute to co-operate wth none of them,
whether for the strengthening of old despotisms or the creation of new despots, is in the position best suited
to her own respectability and character. A more satisfactory contrast than that which was latelj' exhibited
to the oppressed peoples of the continent could hardly have been desired by Englishmen. Very nearly about
the time when General Lamoricicre.. the French ambassador at St. Petersburgh, was attending the Russian
Te Deum for the defection of Gorgey and the fall of Hungary, Su- William Parker, the BritLsh admiral in the

Mediterranean, was sailing up the Dardanelles with a i^owerful ileet to support Turkey iu her humane refusal

to deliver up to the scaffold the fallen Hungarians.
The matter of most importance in the foreign politics of the past month has been the affair with Greece.

Lord Palmei-ston, after trying yeare of negotiation for i-edress of certain confessed wrongs on the part of the
Greek Government to British subjects, has at last proceeded to enforce those claims by the shai-p argument
of a blockade ; the effect of which has been that all who were before the loudest in their indignation at the

neglect of those wrongs, became suddenly the foremost denouncers of the means taken to redress them. It

is natural perhaps, but inconvenient, that this instinct of sympathy with the weaker party should enter as
much into the affairs of States as of men. AVhether it be a culprit nation or an individual offender, the feeling
which attends the wrong too rarely survives to the chastisement. With the largest class of over sensitive

minds, the ^vrong doer under punishment is quite as worthy an object of sympathy as the sufferer under

oppression ; and the wretch pinioned beneath the halter, is in no respect the same as the wi-etch aimed

against his victim. However, arbitration iu the present case is to settle the dispute ;
and King Otho, after

much screaming and blubbering, is already wiping his eyes. His quarrel with us, or, to speak more properly,
his spite against us, originates in nothing more offensive than the benefits we liavc conferred upon him, and
our occasional ad^ace to him from time to time to govern constitutionally.
Of incidents from abroad there are none worth remark. The daily occurrences in Paris, whether it be

crusades of the police against the poor faded trees of liberty, or the great police engagement against the
flowers flung around the funeral column of the victims of the 24th February on the recent anniversai-y of

that notable day, or the bepuffed revelations of Chenu the shoemaker against the revolutionaiy heroes, are

simply contemptible. Nor iu tnatii is much more to be said for the solemn farce at Berlin in which Frederick
William lately took the oaths to the new constitution of Pnissia, protesting that he sliould govern for the
future in accordance with the new laws and responsibilities placed around the Prussian throne, but at the
same time declaring that he was to be obeyed as governor, not because it pleased himself or any body else,

but because God had so ordained. Such a preposterous jumble of constitutional doctrine and divine right
was probably never listened to.

The accounts from Pans state that the recent pro-
ceeding, on the part of the authorities, of cutting down
the trees of liberty in all parts of the city, has given rise

to serious popular disturbances. On the 4th inst.,
the artisans of the quarter St. Martin assembled in a

large and tumultuous mob, and attacked the police
while employed in cutting down some of those trees.

The police repulsed the crowd, but were attacked with
fury by increasing numbers ; and several of them were
wounded with hammers and sharp weapons. The mili-

tary were promptly called out by General Chang.ii-nicr

and the rioters were put to fiight, with loss of some two

hundred or more of prisoners. In the course of the

riot. General Lamoriciere, passing in a coach, was

hauled from his seat, and roughly handled, before he

could retreat to the shelter of a house : he escaped at

last, covered with mud. On the following day some

slight collisions again occurred on the removal of more

trees. The government issued a notice in the morning,

stating that no more would be removcl if they were not
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made seditious centres. Several person.s having defied

this notice, by hanging symbols of revolution on a tree

in the Rue St. Martin, the police were ordered to pro-
ceed with their work ; and under the protection of the

soldiery the offensive task was completed.
A horrible murder and suicide have been committed

in Paris. A lieutenant of the 56th Regiment of the

Line, lodging in the Rue du Havre, killed his mistress

with his sword, and then threw himself from his window
into the street. He was killed on the spot.

The King of Prussia, together with the two chambers,
took the oath to the new constitution in the Hall of

Knights, on the 6th
;

divine service having first been
attended in the cathedral. The King and the Princes of

the blood royal entered the hall togetlier ;
the Prince of

Prussia absented himself: the tAvo chambers were pre-
sent in mass, packed together wherever they could
stand in the narrow hall : the constitution of the 31st

Januai-y lay on a table in front of the throne. The
King having taken his seat, rose, and in a tone solemn,
though not without humour, said he would avail himself
of the last occasion to address them xmbound by the
influence of ministerial responsibility. His Majesty's
speech, which was patriotic in tone, and delivere<l with
much earnestness, was listened to with eager attention

;

loud hurrahs burst from the assembly at its close.

Count Brandenburg approached, and read the formula of
the oath. The King, uncovering himself, pronounced the

oath, raising his hand and eyes to heaven, and then
with fervour exclaimed: "

I, Frederick William, swear
it—swear it so true—God help me !

" The ministers
were sworn to be fiiithful and obedient to the King, and
conscientiously to observe the constitution. All the
members of the two chambers wore in like form sworn,
each sepai-ately, and each according to his religious
belief, raising three fingers of the right hand, and adding
the characteristic asseveration of his creed. The minister
then addressed the King in terms of homage and grati-
tude

;
the King replied by an invocation of God's

blessing on the work, and departed ; and the assemblage
broke up with loud shouts of applause.

A letter from Vienna, of the 30th Januaiy, reports a
disaster from a snow-storm, in the neighbourhood of

"VVieselburg. About 108 artillerymen received orders to

march from Nickolsdorf to Parendorf. AVhen on the
road which leads across a great heath, they were surprised
by such a terrific snow-storm that they soon completely
lost their way, and many of them were frozen to death.
A few, after suffering inexpressibly, managed to reach
some of the neighbouring villages, and sent out the

peasantry in search of their unfortunate comrades
; but,

alas ! the twenty or twenty-five first found, among whom
was the captain of the company, were already dead.
The latter was on his knees. The rest have since been
brought in dead or so frozen that there is but little hope
of their recoTery.

Intelligence fi-om Lisbon has been received to the 9th.
A sti-ingent law against the press had been presented in
the chamber of deputies. Violent attacks had been
made on Thomar in the chambers, and equally severe
remarks upon him had been indulged in by tlie press.
The government have a majority. S;Jdanha had been
dismissed from his office. The Prince de Joinville had
been entertained with great distinction at the palace,
and much importance was attached to his arrival in
Portugal.

Accounts from FiOjne describe murders to be of nightly
occurrence in the streets. On the 11th, General Para-
guay D'Hilliers issued the following proclamation :—" Inhabitants of Rome—The General-in-chief, with a
view of putting an end to the vile assassinationis that

endanger the lives of the officers and soldiers of the army,
orders that no person shall henceforward carry about
him knives, stilettos, or any instrument applicable to
the perpetration of a crime. AVhoevcr shall be found
with such arms aliout his person shall be instantly shot."—The life of the Prince of Musignauo, son of the Prince
of Canino, was attempted on the 9th instant. While

on the Corso with his sister, he lifted one of many
bouquets thrown tu bun, and offered it to his sister,

who was looldng in another direction ;
an explosive con-

cealed in the tiowers burst in his hand. The prince was

badly but not dangerously wounded in the hand and

thigh, and the princess was slightly wounded in the leg.
One hundred and fifty persons were arrested. It is

further stated that Austi'ia, having demanded that her
arms should bo replaced at Rome with the usual pomp,
the Pope asked General Baraguay D'Hilliers whether
on such an occasion lie could answer for the ti'anquillity
of the capital ;

to which the General had replied that
he could answer for nothing, and that his troops would
be consigned to their barracks and remain perfectly
neutral. The idea of restoring the Austrian arms had
been abandoned in consequence of this answer. The
loan to the Roman government has been taken by the
house of Rothschild. The amount is 33,000,000 francs,
divided into 42,000 bonds of 78 francs each. The difii-

culties connected Avith this loan have for some time past
been considered the jirincipal obstacle to the return of
the Pope to Rome, and it is now thought that there will

be no further delay.

A letter from Naples of the 18th, announces that the

King, at the suggestion of the Pope, had granted an

amnesty to all the Neapolitans who had fought against
the Austrians in Lombardy and at Venice. In the pro-
vince of Aquila no less than 1846 prisoners had been
restored to liberty. The amnesty, however, did not
extend to persons detained for political offences of a

domestic nature.

Advices from Athens of the 19th state, that Admiral

Parlier, having arrived with his fleet, had demanded
from the Greek government the payment, within twenty-
four hours, of all moneys due to the British, or protected
British subjects, from Greece

;
also that the island oi

Sapentia and Cabrera, off the south-west side of the

Morea, and which form a part of the Ionian Isles, shotild

be immediately given up to him, threatening, in the

event of refusal, to blockade the Piraeus and make
reprisals. Otho, however, refused the demand in toto,
and Admiral Parker had consequently taken possession
of the men-of-wai- in the Piraeus, and blockaded the

coast. The islands of Cabrera and Sapieuza had also

been taken possession of by Enghsh parties.

The advices from Neio York are to the 9th instant.

The President had addressed to Congress a message
recommending that the constitution which California

proposes for itself shall receive the sanction of Congress.
The message was founded on the constitutional right of

every new state to decide for itself whether slaveiy
shall or shall not be among its institutions

;
thus com-

bating the principle of the Wilmot proviso, that slavery
shall be excluded from all new territories. In the

particular instance of California, the new state has

already decided against the existence of slavery within
its confines.

In
tl^e senate, Mr. Clay had moved resolutions in-

volving a settlement for the present of the slave question.
He proposed to admit California as a state ; to establish

territorial governments over all other newly-acquu'ed
countries without reference to slavery ; to abolish all

traffic in slavery in the disti-ict of Columbia, but to

declare it inexpedient to abolish slavery there without
the consent of the citizens and the citizens of Maryland ;

also assuming the debt of Texas. Mr. Clay advocated
his resolutions with efi'ect, and induced the senate to

defer their consideration some days for the same calm
and patient consideration he had given them.
Four bills were before the senate on the subject of

appropriating public lands. They propose the free

granting of IGO acres of land to all applicants, whether
native or foreign, on the condition of their residing upon
them and cultivating them.

A serious Affair with Pirates has taken place in the

river Seba, on the coast of Africa. An English merchant

vessel, trading on the coast, was seized by a body of

pirates, and some of the crew were shot. The governor
of Bathurst obtained from the French governor of
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Senegal a small war-steamer and some marines, to assist

in punishing those banditti and retaking the vessel.

An expedition, of two British and the French vessel,
was formed against the island in the mouth of the river

which the pirates inhabited. One of the British vessels,
the Teazer, and the Ruby (the Frenchman) having gone
up the creek where the island is situated, anchored off

the place where they were to land. The Centaur, being
too tirge to come up so far, sent up her boats, twelve in

number, while she remained about three miles do^^^l.

Captain Buckle, of the Centaur, and Lieutenant Sehvyn,
commander of the Teazer, then went in advance of the

other boats near the sliore, intending to demand the
restitution of the vessel togetlier with the men who
murdered t)ie ci-ew ; when he was fired at. The ball

took effect on Mr. Young, midshipman of the Centaur,
dangerously wounding him in tlie breiist. The Teazer
and Ruby, together with the boats that had cannon,
then opened a furious cannonade, which lasted nearly
half-an-hour. The natives stood it without answering
a shot. They then attempted to land from the boats:

however, the first that came near the bush, which
they had to pass through, received a volley which
took great effect, killing Lieutenant Crocket, com-
manding the marines, and dangerou.sly wounding eight
others, sailors and marines. They then withdrew, and
our men landed without further opposition ; and after

beating about for some time, returned to their vessels.
Thene.xt day the party went ten miles up the creek, and
recovered the vessel without opposition or seeing a man.

NAEEATIYE OF LITERATUEE AND ART.

T'HE death of Francis Jeffrey lias come with a certain strange suqirise as well as general sorroxr. No man
J- had more successfully and thoroughly completed what may be called the appointed business of his life ;

but the public as well as private manifestations of his intellect were still so active and unwearied, and
Lis sensibilities and enjoyments, to the last, were so young, that it was difficult to connect the idea of old

age with him. He will be remembered with the Edinburgh Eeview. A most successful lawyer, and a bold
as well as prosperous politician, his fame will nevertheless chiefly rest on his connection with that remark-
able periodical. Some six or eight young men, living in Edinburgh at the beginning of the century, were its

foimders ; of whom, the eldest, Sydney Smith, was thirty-fom- yeai-s old, and the youngest, Lord Brougham,
was twenty-three. They were all busily engaged in other pm-suits at the time

;
and what they called the

" subordinate occupation
"
of literature, they perhaps thought, in their several conceits, to have been a little

(00 subordinate. Certain it is, that they began very savagely. They hung out the black flag even in theu-
motto ; proclaiming writers to be a sort of criminals, whose lapse into literature would bring them justly
to the dock, and promising that unmitigable judgments should there aw^ait them. This was hard,
and was rather imeompromisingly carried out. For though a judge may be criminal who acquits the
man of guilt, it is nevertheless safer to do this in a dozen cases than to condemn the innocent in one.

But whatever was thus harsh or indiscreet has long ago passed away, and left nothing but an invigo-

rating influence and a thoroughly good example. Nothing could be more touching or wise than Jeffrey's
silent repudiation of the bitterness of his youth in the articles he republished a few yeai-s ago.
All desire had died within him, then, but that of connecting with his name, in the regai-d of such as

might take interest in his writings hereafter, only those papers which he hoped might have a ten-

dency to make men happier and better. The Devil in the Revelations is described as having great wrath
" because he knoweth he hath but a short time." Anger is fleeting, as faults are

; but beauty and admii-a-

iion endure. To measure the depth of a critic's perception by what he praises, therefore, rather than by what
he blames, will be always tlie safest com-se ; and we may assume that to discover the minutest faults more
easily than the greatest beauties proves nothing but that "the intellectual as well as the actual vision is subject
to a kind of ophthalmia. JeSi-ey's last act in literature substantially admitted this tnith.

The publications of the month have been chiefly

translations, continuations, and new editions. Of the

last, the most valuable as well as interesting is the

commencement of a new edition of Evelyn's Diary and

Correspondence in a form which was greatly to be
desired. Of translations three maybe mentioned.
We have had a vivid English version of an Hungarian

novel, called The Village Notary, by the Baron Eotvos.

which has an interest oven beyond its graphic scenes

and characteristic portraiture, in its clever representa-
tion of tlie actual working of the local and self-governing
institutions of Hungary, with all their abuses, as well

as their poiiits of merit. Guizot's treatise. On the

Causes of the Success of the English devolution,

1640-1688, has had the advantage of incomparable
translation by Mrs. Austin, and is a thoughtful glance
over a momentous half century of our English annals

by a writer of keen and calm historical insight.
It must be confessed, however, that its contribution

to the philosophy either of politics or history is not

great. For such a man as Guizot, relatively to the

greatness of the subject, it is little more than a

schoolboy theme. The Memoirs of Cardinal Pacca,
which have been translated very cleverly by Sir George
Head, derive their principal interest from the fact of

the writer having been secretary of state to Pius the

Seventh, when the latter was seized by Napoleon. The

mishaps of Pio Nono have, to a certain small extent,
renewed (he interest of that passage of liistory ; and
will probably obtain a more respectable audience for

the good cardinal's narrative, than its somewhat duU
self-importance might otherwise have claimed.
Mr. Carlyle has commenced, under the title of Latter

Day Pamphlets, a series of montlily lucubrations on

Coudition-of-England questions, and matters aft'ecting
the universe generally, which seem likely to attract no
small attention and discussion. Miss Martincau has

brought her Continuation of the Pictorial History to a
close. Another very interesting volume of Southey's
Life and Corresponde?ice has been issued ; and our
month's summary of publications will be sufficiently

complete when mention has been made of two somewhat
clever books of travel. The first is, Baxter's Impres-
sions of Southern and Central Europe, which are some-
what bitter im^jressions, not at all likely to be palatable
to people who don't like ugly things called by ugly
names. The second is a denunciation of Turkey atul

its Destiny, in two bulky volumes, by Mr. Mac Farlane,
whose hero is the Emperor of Russia, and who writes

this enormous party pamphlet to prove that the poor
grand old empire of the cast is at last arrived at its
"
dying agonies." —
Several new dramatic pieces have been produced

during this month. The principal \cvrc—Iictribution, a

romantic play by Mr. George Bennett, at Sadler's

Wells ;
The Noble Heart, a tragic play in tlirce acts by

Mr. M. G. Lewes, at the Olympic ;
and Old Love and

New Fortune, a five-act play in blank verse, by Mr.
H. F. Chorley, at the Surrey.
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COMMERCIAL RECORD.

BANKRUPTS.
Frnm the Gasette of Fell. 1. James Eakr, New Tunistilo,

High Uolborn, and Old Road, St. Paiicras, builder.—Chakles
Cooke, Stafford, grocer.

— William Eumonuson, Ecclesiield,

Yorkshire, coal-mercbant. — Joseph Fahbah, Wych-street,
Strand, victualler.—Samuel Gib.son, York, licensed victualler.—Sajiuel Glenxy, Liverpool, com-merchant.—James Jones,
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, baker.—Maurice Jones, De-

lamere, Cheshire, livery-stable keeper.
—Henky Rose, Man-

chester and Salford, Lancashire, common brewer.— Edwaed
SxiDWORTny, Modbury, Devonshire, inkeeper.

—John Oliver
SuRTEEs, Wigmore-street, Cavendish-square, printseller.

—
Henry Watts, Upper Bryanstone-street, Bryanstone-square,
corn-dealer.—Edward West, Leadenhall-street, City, ship and
insurance agent.

—Charles Wright, Crooked-lane, King-Wil-
liam-street, City, agent and dealer in edge-tools.—Walter
YoNGE, Strand, watchmaker.
Ftb. 5.—William Hulme, Manchester, tailor.— Ezekiel

Julian and John Julian, New Rockingham, Norfolk, grocers.— Jonathan Lucas, Aldgate High-street, City, licensed
victualler. — Martha Mondy, Longcot, Berkshire, tailor. —
WillijUI Palmer and Francis Mortin Palmer, Loughborough,
Leicestershire, hosiers. — CJeorge Rogers, Conipstall-bridge,
Cheshire, grocers.

—Richard Stone, New Oxford-street, tallow-

chandler.— Thomas Thornton, Newark, Nottinghamshire,
small-ware dealer.

Feb. 8.— Henry Charles Cawston, Upper Dorset-place,
Claphain-road, grocer.

—Thomas Cooper, sen., Wolverliampton,
Staftbrdshii'e, locksmith.—Arthur Ford, Stokefleming, Devon-
shire, miller.— Edwaed Wolset, Wereham, Norfolk, corn-
merciiaut.

Feb. 12.—.John Baker, Cheltenham and Gloucester, boot-
manufacturer.—Robert Chattham, Goole,Yorkshire, innkeeper.—Robert Peter Croft, Landsdowne-villas, Brompton, and
Ilaymarket, tavern-keeper.

—Benjamin Drewry", Hulme, Lan-
cashire, joiner.

—John Harrington, Manchester, commission
agent.

—.John Harrington Musgrave, Eastcott-place, Ferdi-

nand-street, Hamjistead-road, and New Bond-street, embroiderer.—J.ame-t; Patching, Henfield, Sussex, brewer.—William Pow-
NALL, Macclesfield, Cheshire, silk-manufacturer. — Robert
Savory-, Hereford, plumber.—William Edward Smith, Ply-
mouth, shipwright.

—Edward Steward, Boughton, Norfolk,
corn-merchant.— William Woodbridge, Mincing-lane, City,
colonial broker.—George Woods, Portsea, Hampshire, saddler.

Feb. 15.—David Bl.ackburn, Thomas Pickles and William
Blackburn, Wadsworth, Yorkshire, cotton-spinners.

—Abraham
Oesforges Willey Desforges, Alford, Lincolnshire, brick-
inaker.—Thcmas Skelton Sleightiiolm, Scarborough, York-
sliire, painter.

—Frederick Johnson, Lincoln, watch-maker.—
Richard Noble and George May, Almondbury, Yorkshire,
fancy-cloth manufacturers.—Hugh Parry-, Abergele, Denbigh-
shire, druggist.—John Price, Birmingham, cabinet-maker.—
Thomas Sadler and William Edmund Sadler, Brightlingsea,
Essex, sail-makers.—James Stephenson, Arbour-terrace, Com-
mercial-road, draper.

— John Wakseldine, Cambridge, up-
holsterer.

Feb. 19.—Abraham Desforges Willet Desforges, Alford,
Lincolnshire, brick-maker.—John Ellison, Selby, Yorkshire,
linendraper.

— Richard Green, Brighton, ironmonger.— Eli
Cornelius Hawkins, Bath, beer-retailer.—George Hutton,
Sheffield, grocer.

—John Jaffa and Joseph Willis, Liverpool,
tailors. — Joseph Jardine, Dartford, Kent, linendraper.

—
Thomas Skelton Sleightholme, Scarborough, Yorkshire,
painter. — Robert King, Oxford, coal-merchant Robert
Knight, Lancaster, tea-dealer.—Angus Nicholson, Bowling,
Yorkshire, linendraper.

—John Prentice, Oxford, ironmonger.—William Richards, jnn., Wednesbnry, Staffordshire, coach-
smith.—RoRERT RoBSON, Ncwcastle-npon-Tyne, manufacturer

ofplaster of Paris.—Henry John Stacy', Crosby-row, Walworth
road, grocer.

—Joseph Stephens, joiner, Coalbournbrook, Staf-

fordshire, glass-manufacturer.—John Sydenham, Poole, Dorset-

shire, printer.

Feb. 22.— BenjamtnAxford, Devonport, Devonshire, vic-

tualler.—John Belpin, Beaumont-street, St. Marylebone, coacli-

iiiaker.—Charles Joseph Caettar, Greenwich and Shooters'-

hill, Kent, solicitor.—Zechariah Richard Catchpole, Upper
Lisson-street, Lisson-grove, cheesemonger. — Thomas Dunn,
Hastings, Sussex, builder.—William Hamley-, Crockernwell,
Devonshire, victualler. — George Jameson, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, mercer.—Francis Kemp, Colchester, Essex, carpenter.—William Lucan, Preston, Lancashire, innkeeper.—Nicholas
Marquand, Treforest, Glamorganshire, draper.

— Nicholas
Mould, Woolwich, Kent, licensed victualler.— Frederick
Peake, Honiton, Devonshire, linendraper.—Thomas Skelton
Sleightholm, Scarborough, Yorkshire, painter.

—Thomas Yol-
land, Ashburtou, Devonshire, limebnrner.

i^eft. 26.—Charles Joseph Carttar, Greenwich and Shooters'-

hill, solicitor.— Louis Bernard Choffin, Bristol and Bath,
bookseller.—John Berrthill Cross, Ciirnhill, watchmaker—
George Matthews, Monmouth, pianoforte-seller. — James
Sharkey, Saint Lukes, carpenter.

—Abraham Whelee, Buck-
ingham, cabinet-maker. — John Dale, Woodcock, Leeds,
caleuderer.

BANKRUPTCY ANNULLED.
Feb. 19.—Thomas Matthew Peacock, Lower-marsh, Lam-

beth; High-stieet, Poplar; and Deptford ; boot-maker.

THE STOCK AND SHAKE MARKETS.
C»(y, Feb. 27.

There has been a good deal of fluctuation in the home funds
this month, prices having varied above 2 per cent. The earliest

quotation of Consols was 96J to J, but the unsettled aspect of
the Greek question soon began to exert an influence on the
market, the price falling to 95i on the 5th, and further declining
to 94J on the 14th. By the 20th the quotation had rallied to 95i,
but since then the tone has been heavy, and to-day Consols are
marked as low as 94J. The,' leave off, however, rather better, at
95 to i.

The tendency of the Railway Share Market has been
decidedly downwards, and a fall has occurred in the prices
of nearly every line. The greatest decline has, however, been
in London and North Westerns, owing to the reduction of the
dividend from 7 to 5 per cent.
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THE THREE KINGDOMS.

T'HE judgment of the Privy Council in the Ccose of Gorliam and Exeter has spread consternation and dismay
-*-

throughout the Romauisers in the Enghsh Church. They are everywhere up in arms. They are

forming Church Unions into wliat their chief newspaper organ calls a " line of battle
"

against the State. They
are reading protests in their churches against the right of the Privy Council to deliver judgment in such a
matter. They are denouncing everybody in any manner connected with furthering and promulgating the

particular judgment, be they archbishops, judges, ministers, nay, even the supreme ecclesiastical Head and
Governor lierself, as involved in heresy [ Dr. Piiilpotts flatly refuses to obey the decision ; and Dr. Blomfield

waits to see how far it will be safe to go, beyond the cautious admission that he " does not concur in it.'

It is for all who are sincerely attached to the principles and doctrines of the Reformation to understand
what is really meant by these movements on the part of men who style themselves Protestant Churchmen.
The judgment of the Privy Council against which all this abuse is directed, does no more than reiterate the
wise and tolerant principle on which the Protestant Establishment has always rested. But manifestly any such

principle does not now satisfy a large section of the men to whose keeping her interests and doctrines have
Ijcon committed. They are bent and resolved upon shutting up, as far as lies within their power, all the safety-
valves provided, at the Reformation for a reasonable latitude and difference within the Reformed Church. The

judgment against which they clamour declares nothing more, in effect, than that the subscription of certain

articles, and the adoption of certain formularies, should be held sufficient to cover a considerable latitude of

construction, and liberty for divergencies of opinion, in disputed points of dogmatic theology. To question

any proposition so moderate and reasonable, is to hanker after infallible claims. Indeed, if a question was to be

raised upon the judgment, it might have seemed to good and honest Protestants much more natural to object
to the license extended by it to such opinions as those of .Doctor Piiilpotts, than to the liberty I'eserved

by it for such as those of Mr. Gorham. Supposing, for example, the fanatical high-church party to

succeed in their now declared object of overthrowing the practical supremacy of the Crown, the whole
Establishment would at once be put in peril. The church established by the nation cannot exist inde-

pendently of the nation : nor can it fall into these unseemly disputes without losing some part of the

authority by which it exists. Every fresh ovitbreak of such fanaticism has its effect upon the people, how-
ever little perceptible at the time ;

for they are not ignorant that the brawling priests hold their bishoprics,

archdeaconries, and vicarages by the very power and tyranny they are constautl}' denouncing. They know

perfectly well that Protestantism, as it now exists with the support of the State, is the sole bulwark against
claims and authorities ahvays clashing and claiming to be co-ordinate, which its removal would bring at once into

internecine conflict. They have hitherto been true to it, and been willing and wise to adhere to it, because

under it they have enjoyed the benefits of the most practically tolerant church system ever invented ; but let

it once be settled by authority that Tractarianism is the ti-ue exponent of its spirit, and the question will not

be one of reform, but of removal. The English people will never again trouble themselves to reform an

establishment which tlicy may happen to dislike.

There would thus appear to be much more reason to object to the Privy Council's tolerance of High Cliurch

Philpotts, than to its tolerance of Low Church Gorham; and this is the feeling of a majority of true Protes-

tants, and honest members of the church. But the fanatics will not see it ;
and scarcely a week passes in

which the question of some fresh ecclesiastical outrage does not startle friends of the establishment into

alarmed question of what the next madness will bo. One of the most recent specimens of high church

Christianity was a flat refusal to marry a young couple, on the plea that the maji had not been confirmed, but

in reality because he had preferred giving notice out of church to having the banns published in church.

"As you have been asked by the guardians, let the guardians marry you," was the decent sneer of the

pattern divine ; and the result was the birth of a bastard child, which, but for that un-Christian refua;il of the

rites of the church, would have been born legitimate. What a comment on tlie spirit of a clergyman's teaching !

Two young persons who had erred, claim the service of a minister of the Gospel to aid them in their escape
from Sin

;
but so far from the helpmg hand being given, they are thrust back into its worst temptation and most

enduring shame. The i-everend man had some decency, notwithstanding. He did not quote the Saviour's
" Sin

no more," to support his own refusal to snatch them from further degradation. So much modesty is not com-

mon to all his brethren. The cursing priest who figured in our last summary, for instance, has since defended

his imprecation with Scripture warrant ; protesting that he had but quoted St. Paul's denunciation against

falsifiers of the Gospel. In other words, this tolerant and Christian minister would bring under the awful

curse of the Apostle, all who have sanctioned tlie plan of education adopted at a particuhir training school in

connection with the administration of the government system by the Committee of the Pri\'y Council. That

is, ho would curse the whole Government to begin with ;
then he would throw in the few good and pious

prelates who have assisted them in this matter
;
he would next offer up the entire hberal minority of the

church; and would complete the holocaust by bringing the sacred Head of the church herself within St.

Paul's imprecation. And all for what 1 Admitting to the extreme the error charged, it would be no more
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than an erroi- of conscientiousness—a means mistaken for a purpose confessedly benevolent. But the man
guilty of such wicked malice to his fellow-men. knows perfectly well that he differs only in degree from a

large" and powerful section of ministers of higher rank and authority in the church, and from men of dis-

tinction and influence in both brandies of the legislature, who are substantially as guilty as himself of hurling
similar imprecations against those who have merely opposed the exclusive claims of a particular party of

bigots to control the general civilisation of England. The late carping debate in the House of Lords on
the working of the Government scheme, and in awful deprecation of the success of Mr. Fox's scheme,
meant this if it meant anything. AVell might Lord Brougham warn then' lordships, that,'in the conflict. Education

was falling to the ground
" instead of winging its way through wind, and air, and mounting aloft to its

native skies."

A sober practical translation of that eloquent flight of his Lordship's happens to lie close at hand. Let us

take some very recent gaol returns presented to the House of Commons, in proof of the connection of ignorance
and crime, and of the responsibility of our legislature and platform-brawlers for the continuance of both. The
returns are alphabetical, and our examples shall be taken impartially from the four first letters of the alphabet.
Of a hundred and ninety-sis prisoners at Abmgdon, thirteen were in utter ignorance, and unable to repeat the

Lord's Prayer ; fifty-two could not read ; and eighty-three knew neither the Creed nor the Commandments. In
Bedford the great majority of the prisoners were ignorant, stupid, unconcerned, and unacquainted with the

commonest Scripture phrases. In the Berkshire County Gaol, out of sis hundred and thu'ty-one prisoners,
two hundred and thirty-six were ignorant of the alphabet, while two hundred and four were uninstructed in

the first princiijles of the Christian faith, and ignorant even of the Saviom-'s name. The chaplain
observes in his report that children, or men still childish, had indeed learned to read and wiite, but had
not learned to think about or understand anything which they had been taught. That 1% in strict

consonance with the Sunday-school system which was described in our last summary, the eai'S had
heard, and the tongue had learned utterance, but the mind had received no idea, no impression.
Lamentable is it, proceeds this excellent man, that even the criminal population of a Christian land

should show a proportion of one-third strangers to the very simplest truths of rehgion. The report
of the Brecon chaplain is somewhat similar. He says that though the majority of j^risonere can read

uuperfectly, yet their education has been so defective that they have no notion of the bearing and
connection of one part of a sentence with another, or of the meaning of words of continual occurrence in

Scripture. Nine out of ten were utterly ignorant of the merest iiidiments of Christianity ; six out of ten

did not know whose sou Jesus Christ was, nor wherefore he came into the world
;
and five out of ten did

not know the name of the Queen. In Buckhighamshire about one half of the prisonere could read and

write, and one fourth could read (without apparently understanding) easy passages of Scriptui-e ; but
another fourth were in complete ignorance, and this ignorance, the chaplain adds, had been uniformly
accompanied by the greatest depravity. In Cambridge, one of our highest seats of Christian learning, out of

two hundred and twenty-nine prisoners, only one hundred and forty were able to read, eight-nine could not

read, sixty-one could not repeat the Lord's Prayer, and eighty-eight were ignorant of the Commandments
and the Creed. In Cornwall, out of six hundred and eighty-eight prisoners, three hundred and four could
neither read nor write, while one hundred and thirty-nine could not repeat the Lord's Prayer, and were

ignorant of the Saviour's name. Finally, in Dorset, out of six hundred and seventy-four prisoners, four

hundred and nine did not understand the meaning of the Lord's Prayer, and a hundred and nineteen were

entirely ignorant, one or two of the very name, and all of the work and mission, of the Redeemer.
Let the reader imagine the other twenty letters of the alphabet supplying cases yet more striking than

these, and measure the guilt of responsibility for obstructing education in England ! Let him imagme how
far the curse of the great Apostle might uideed be found applicable to men, who, in place of grappling with

gigantic evUs so directly claiming the application of their functions, are playing at little holy games of penance
and confession ; are transforming the manly services and liturgy of our Protestant Church into something little

better than the incantations of a parcel of howling dervishes ; and, learned in flowers, processions, genuflexions,

surplices, candles, altar-pieces, oifertories, and singing men and boys, are only ignorant when the Gospel has

to be expounded, or the vital ti-uths of Christianity enforced. Again, however, in justice it is to be said, that

such mvimmeries and follies could not exist for a day without countenance from the higher authorities. As

surely as Mr. Gorham would have been driven out of the church by the Bishop of Exeter, but for the prudent
control established at the Reformation ; so surely ai-c the men who have insidted the Reformation, such as

Ml'. Bennet and Mr. Allies, only retained within the chui-ch by favor of the Bishop of Loudon and the Bishop
of Oxford.

Yet the House of Lords, which desires No More education, is quite ready to raise the ci-y of More bishops !

Most vigorously was it shouted forth in the discussion on the Ecclesiastical Commission Bill, when, moderate
as the proposed provisions ai-e for the appropriation of large surplu.s revenues to the succoui' of the poor
working clergy, nothing was so vehemently insisted upon as that such provisions would preclude the creation

of new bishoprics. With nothing but the wealthy
"
prizes

"
do their lordships sympathise. The clause

for lowering the emoluments of cathedral deans from fifteen hundred to a thousand a year was disabled, and
that for consolidating the episcopal with the common fund was thrown out altogether. Lord Stanley led the

opposition on this point, and frankly stated his objection to mixuig the two funds. If they were not kept
apart, he said, the parochial clergy would have a plausible groimd for complaining, thi'/-, in establishing a new

bishopric, funds were taken which might have been applied for the support of forty clergymen. This was
at least candid ; and it is to be hoped will not be forgotten, either when the next appeal is made for a

plethoric bishop, or the next complaint for a starving curate. That the one class may be overpaid the other

must be stinted, it is thus plainly confessed ; nor must forty working clergymen be simply satisfied now,
lest the chance should be run hereafter of undorgorging one right reverend prelate. The Bishop of St.

Asaph completed the self-exposures of this memorable debate, by protesting ho was convinced that no men
in the coimtry worked harder than the bishops. They were, he affirmed, really the working clergy ; and so

pathetic was the good man upon the subject, and upon the spiritual assistance for sundry places in his

diocese which his own straitened means and over'ourthened energies obliged him to forego, that one could

hardly be surprised if he originated a bill for relieving his episcopal brethren of at least the legislative portion
of their labours.
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Meanwhile this definition of his right reverend brethren as the real labouring classes of England, comes in

timely aid and illustration of an admirable I'emai-k of Mr. Roebuck's on the question of extending the

franchise, so as to bring the most intelligent members of the working classes \vithin its pale. Mr. Hume's

proposal was to make the franchise co-existent with the poor-rate, to take the votes by ballot, and to limit

the duration of parliament to three years ;
all excellent proposals, though it may be doubtful whether some-

thing better than a uniform franchise, something that would be more likely to include the different conditions

presumptive of education and intelligence, might not be devised. The proposition was opposed, of course,

by the liackneyed cry of property as a necessai-y basis of the franchise, and by the old conventional distinctions

between property and labour
;
as if either property or labour could be so strictly defined, as accurately to

measure the gixarantees of the one, or the non-restraints of the other. For in regard to property, would any
one dream of asserting that the prudences arising out of its possession wei-e to be rated by its positive

magnitude rather than by its value in the eyes of its possessor, or that the working man with ten or twenty
poimds in a savings' bank might not have an interest in property a thousand times more vivid and intense

than a needy spendthrift with his nominal thousands a-year] And as for labour, if a labouring man is to be

excluded, why should the Bishop of St. Asaph remain 1 But no wiser thing could be said on this head
than was said by Mr. Roebuck, though mthout the inspiration of the Bishop of St. Asaph's discovery. AVas

not the whole character of the entu-e covmtry, he asked, as one piece of paper, shaded all over with the shade
of labour; darker here and lighter there, it was true, but still all shaded, except perhaps where the house of

lords (when a bishop didn't happen to be present, he should have intei-posed) occupied one small spot of light 1

Where, on this dark page of work, all occupied with labour, from the lowest operative to the highest intel-

lectual labour, were we to begin to mark out the labouring class'? It was an idle bugbear, he added, tliis

alarm about the laboui'ing classes ;
it arose in a great degree from putting under one name classes wholly

various in position, interests, everything ;
and the sooner we got rid of it the better. Trao : but yet it will not

be wholly got I'id of, till the present deplorable ignorance of a part of the population of labour is first got rid of.

That is the real danger. That is the bar to anything like immediate and general concession of the fi-anchise ;

though unquestionable guarantees both of conduct and intelligence already exist, sufficient to warrant its

instant and large increase
;
and with every step of advance in the latter respect, the country will make so

many advances to its own content, and clearance from the pest of trading agitators.

The woi-k of the agitators for protection, by the way, has been greatly simplified and assisted during the

past mouth, by the fact of a section of the free-traders giving them unexpected support. To such a pitch of

distress has free-trade brought the country, is now the averment of our fai-mers' friends, that the country can no

longer support its needful burdens, or keep up its establishments, or pay its servants properly. Evei-ything
must be reduced. \^''hercupon some score or so of free-traders echo the cry, and consent to play the game of

their enemies by way of spiting their friends into economy. Yet is this an ill reward to men who had

brought on themselves the protectionist clamouraboutburdens^by no woi'se miscarriage than that of relieving
the country, for the sake of free-trade, of its greatest burden of all. If they had only done nothing, they
would not r.ow have been asked to do anything. They suffer as the Chancellor of the Exchequer does for a

successful stroke m finance. Poor Sir Charles Wood has been all the month undergoing the troubles and
distresses of a surplus. What is a million and a half amidst claims that would swallow up fifty millions '

Mr. Disraeli would confiscate the whole sum in the shape of a transfer of local burdens to the consolidated

fund. Mr. Drummond would put more of it in the pockets of the landlords by reducing establishments.

Timber carries a motion in its own behalf in the House of Commons. Stamps complain that they will not

be distributed anew, so as to relieve small jiroperties, and draw higher sums from properties that are large.

Malt says it has as good a claim as bricks ; hops claim precedence over malt ; tea says it has a better claim

than either
; the newspaper stamp cries out in the name of knowledge ; the advertisement duty has many

poor clients to clamour for ;
and even bricks, most lucky commodity of clay, complain that their remission is

not accompanied by a di-awbaek, and their bread buttered on both sides. Poor, luckless, prosperous. Chan-

cellor of the Exchequer ! But in what he has done, if he has offended powerful claimants, whom in any case

he could hardly have satisfied, he has at least offered service whei'e there was little power to enforce, and there-

fore more need to receive. It is' the poor who will bo chiefly benefitted by the remission of the dutj- on

bricks. They will feel it in the improved comfort of their dwellings, where reformation is still so much

required for the sake of morals, not less than for that of cleanliness and he?lth.

NARRATIVE OF PARLIAMENT AND
POLITICS.

,

Un the 4th inst. the house went into committee on the

Partij Processions (Ireland) Bill. The Duke of Wel-
lington objected to the bill, as not going far enough.
He never could understand the reason why the Legisla-
ture should not prevent persons in Ireland from appear-
ing abroad with arras

;
a privilege which he ventured to

say does not exist for the people of any other portion of

the civilised world. Why should any person bo allowed
to appear with arms, except for sporting, as in this coun-

ti-y ? and why not require every man appearing abroad
with arms to jjroduce his certificate, or lie deprived of
his arms, and be called to account for possessing them
under such circumstances ? He gave notice, that either
on the report or at the third reading, he shoidd propose
a clause, and he hoped the government would not object
to it, to carry out his opinion.
The Marquis of Lan'sdowne observed, that it would

be difficult to introduce snch a clause into a "bill to

restrain party processions;
" and he questioned the expe-

diency of converting the hill into an arms bill though

far from saying that it might not be nccessaiy to intro-

duce one. Lord Stanley saw the force of this objection,
and suggested, that the penalty of forfeiture of arms
should be imposed on armed appearance in procession,
as well as on rofiisal to separate after command.
The bill passed through committee, and was reported.
The above bill was read a third time on the 8th. The

Duke of Wellington proposed a clause declaring that

arms borne by persons assembled to the number of three

or more, shoidd be seized and forfeit. The Marqiiis of

Lansdow.ne declared, upon information whicli lie should

be happy to show privately to the Duke of A\'elliiigton,

that, although the intro<lnction of the clause would not

prevent the passing of the bill in the House of Commons,
it would occasion such delay that it would not be passed
in time to prevent an outrage on the 17th of March ;

Ribandmen were making preparations to violate the law

on that day, and to renew the collisions whicli had so

often ended in bloodshed. The existing Anns Act, pro-

nounced by Lord Clarendon to be " the best ever passed,"
would liave to be renewed this sunmior, and into that

bill Lord Lansdowne pledged himself to introduce a

clause like that now proposed. The clause was with-

drawn. But after some discussion. Lord Monteagle
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induced ministers to acquiesce in a clause which would

subject to forfeiture arms borne by persons in proces-

sions, &c., forbidden by the bill itself.

On the 11th, Earl Granville moved the second

reading of the Railway Audit Bill, and after recapitu-

lating the details of the measure alluded to the bill

prepared by certain shareholders of the North-Western

Railway, to which the government could not give their

support, because it would not secure a continuous and

independent audit. Lord Stanley would not oppose the

second reading of the bill if the government would pro-
mise not to press it forward too rapidly. He had been

requested to take charge of the other audit bill, to which
Lord Granville had alluded, and though he was little

verse in railway matters himself, he hoped the house
would not object to have the bill printed ;

and trusted

that though the government bill might be read a second

time, yet its rival would receive a due share of consider-

ation. Lord MoNTEAGLE again expressed his satisfaction

that the government had taken this question up, and

hoped the house would remember the immense amount
of property sunk in railways, as well as the fact that the

accounts of those companies had got into such confusion

that no confidence was placed in them. Public con-

fidence could only be restored by an independent audit,
and as he could not support the government bill in all

its parts, he thought the better course would be to send
both bills to a select committee, which could take the

evidence of gentlemen connected with railways and con-

versant with financial matters. Lord Granville under-

took not to hurry the bill on without affording due time
for consideration ;

and it was read a second time.

On the Hth Earl Grey moved the second reading of

the Convict Prison Bill. The system which the

government designed to follow as regards the graver
class of criminals was explained by him to include a pre-

liminary imprisonment in this country, in which sepai-ate
confinement (for a term not exceeding eighteen months), -

education, industrial instruction, and various .species of

corrective discipline were to be employed successsivoly
or altogether for the purpose of reforming the convicts.

The principal alterations contemplated by the govern-
ment were that penal labour, which had always formed

part of the sentence of transportation, should be effected

where it could be more clearly superintended by the

government, as at Gibraltar or Malta
;
and that penal

labour should be preceded by a period of separate im-

prisonment. They also proposed that the convicts sen-

tenced to transportation should be removed from this

country, not in a penal condition, but with conditional

pardons—as exiles, instead of convicts under sentence.

Lord Grey further entered into details, to show the use-

ful purposes which the convicts had been made to serve

in New South Wales. Various contrivances were now
to be added to increase their utility, and protect the

colonists from danger or expense. Free emigration was
also to be encouraged, so as to avoid the danger ofhaving
the settlement swamped with a criminal population.
For this purpose the legislative grants for emigration
would be available, as also to transmit their wives and
families to such convicts as should deserve that privilege.
The bill was read a second time.

The Greek Question was again brought forward on
the 15th. Lord Stanley said that there were facts on
which he required direct information. He had under-
stood that, from the period of the acceptance of French

mediation, hostilities should cease, and that reprisals
had been confined to Greek vessels of war, yet that

limitation had been set at nought. After referring to

several public papers, his lordship complained that Lord
Palmerston's despatch to Mr. Wyse of the 8th of

February, which ought to have contained instructions

to cease hostilities, was silent on the point, and the

British fleet was consequently placed in an unworthy
situation. It had been altogether unnecessary to

blockade and capture. Franco and Russia expected
that, on the mediation of the former, hostilities should

immediately cease, and, though the necessai'y instruc-

tions had been left out of the packet, that so trifling a

circumstance should not endanger the peace of the

world. We were bound to protect the Ionian Islands,

and, with Franco and Russia, to guarantee the inde-

pendence of Greece. It was the more necessary to

ensure a good understanding with France and Russia
respecting Greece, as on the good understanding with
those powers depended the peace of the world.—The
Marquis of Lansdownb, after admitting that the noble
lord had confined himself to facts, replied that, on the
oth of February, though the French ambassador stated
that he was not authorised by his government to make
an offer on the subject of the affairs of Greece in form,
yet that a private letter, dated the 5th of February, was
sent by Lord Palmerston to Mr. Wyse, directing him to

discontinue the then existing state of things. On the

7th, the French government made a formal oflier, and
instructions were instantly sent in duplicate, via Naples
and via Marseilles, on the loth and 16th of February,
to Mr. Wyse, and were carried out by him on the 1st of
March. Even before those instructions the blockade
had been discontinued by Sir W. Parker. The reprisals
had been limited to a sufficient sum to cover the demand
made on the Greek government.
On Monday the 18th, Lord Brougham called atten-

tion to the constitution of the House of Lords and the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Cf)uncil as Courts of
Appeal from the Decisions of our Colonial Tribunals,
and quoted a number of statistics to show their inade-

quacy to these duties. He praised the education now
given at the East India College at Haileybury, and im-

pressed upon the government the importance of selecting

highly qualified judges for our colonial possessions,

strongly condemning the paltry salaries of judicial func-
tionaries there, and the miserable policy which, by
paying them insvifficiently, and refusing them retiring

pensions, prevented the best lawyers from accepting
these appointments. He concluded by moving a series

of resolutions in accordance with his speech. The reso-

lutions were laid upon the table and ordered to be

printed.
A little Personal Sparring, between Lords Brougham

and Stanley, amused the house on the 21st. Lord
Brougham, in referring to the contemplated exhibition
in 1851 of the works of all nations, alluded to the
circumstance of his having been designated by Lord

Stanley at the Lord Mayor's dinner on the previous

evening, as his " volatile friend." "
Volatile," said

Lord Brougham, "means flighty; but I, to answer a

speech made in my presence in the House of Lords,
have never flown to the House of Mayors."—Loi-d

Stanley was sorry he had occasioned disquietude to

his noble and learned and very grave and discreet

friend; but he had been "somewhat volatile." "In
point of acuteness, activity, rapidity, and pungency, sal

volatile is nothing when compared with my noble and
learned friend. You may put a stopper of glass or

leather on that etherial essence ; but I defy any human
power, even that of my noble and learned friend him-

self, to put any stopper, either of glass, or leather, or

any other material, over the activity, ingenuity, and

pungency of his mind. Volatile his wit and readiness

of humour are, but acrimonious or offensive never
;
that

I shall at all times be prepared to deny. I hope the

long friendship between us will not be disturbed for a

single moment by the expression I used I will foi-m a
more correct estimate of his character-. I will look on

him, not as one of those great, rapid, and energetic

men, who take part in any and every question
—and

come in with such velocity that they seem not many
questions but one continuous question ;

but as a man of

a grave, serious, plodding, and rather slow and heavy
nature—not hasty in taking up a subject, nor in laying
it down—nor in expressing his opinion upon it—unless

he had previously considered it in every light and in

every bearing. If my noble and learned friend will put
himself under my tuition—and, considering the con-

stancy with which he favours us with his company on
this side of the house—I may perhaps venture to give
him one hint : it is, that when my noble and learned
friend favours us with his sincere opinions he should not

give them so much an air of irony, and that when he
wants to promote an object like the Exhibition of 1851

he should not throw out a sarcasm that is calculated to

deter people from supporting it—to make them tliink

that they are great fools if they suffer themselves to be

deluded by it. He should separate that which is serious

from that which is ironical. And if his real desire was,
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as he says, to jiromote the objects of this great exhibi-

tion, I very much regret that he did not accept the

invitation of the Lord Mayor, that we might have
thanked him for the efl'ective aid with which he has, it

appears, endeavoured to promote its ultimate success by
the speecli he delivered the other night in this house."
Lord BlioUGHAM, who sat covering his face with his

liand, now rose to reply, with much energy. In the

course of liis reply, he declared that he possessed the

kindest and most benevolent feeling that he could pos-

sibly entertain for Lord Stanley ;
but rebuked him for

attempting by a dull joke to set people laughing at an
absent man. He concluded by saying that no one could
entertain a higher respect for that illustrious Prince

;
a

respect increased by the interest which the Prince has

recently shown in the condition of the working classes—
" so that it is difficult to know which most to admire,
the sound judgment or the benevolent feelings of the

Prince."—Their lordships, w-ho had roared with

laughter during this encounter, now composed them-
selves and proceeded to business, which was of an

unimportant nature.

On Monday, the 2oth, Lord Brougham moved the

second reading of a bill intended to Reform the Proceed-

ings ill the Court of Chancery, in cases where the will

of a deceased person was uncontested, and to assimilate

the proceedings to the coxirse provided under the wind-

ing vip of railway acts. The noble and learned lord

introduced his motion with a graphic description of

the delay, expense, and irritation to which parties were

subjected in that court, even in cases where there was
no opposition whatever, and stated that the efi'ect of his

measure would be to reduce the preliminary expenses
from between 200/. to 300/., which they were now, down
to ns., with a proportionate saving in all the subsequent
steps of the suit. Lord L.\ngdale expressed a cordial

concurrence in the objects of the bill, though he had
some doubts whether this measure would attain them.
The bill was then read a second time, and the
house adjourned for the Easter recess until Thursday,
April nth.

On Thursday, the 28th of February, in the House of
Commons, Mr. Hume moved for leave to bring in a
bill to Amend the National Representation, by extend-

ing the elective franchise to resident occupiers of houses
or lodgers for a year, rated to the poor ; by enacting
that votes shall be taken by ballot ; the duration of

parliaments limited to three years; and the proportion of

representatives made more consistent with the amount
of property. The debate which ensued was not charac-

terised by novelty, the usual topics being urged on
both sides. On a division the motion was negatived by
242 against 96.

On Friday the 29th, Sir B. Hai^l presented several

petitions from subscribers to Mr. Feargus O'Connor's
National Land Scheme, complaining that they had been
deceived. Mr. O'Connor defended himself : he had
deceived nobody ; hfid got no money out of anybody ;

and had neglected no means of securing the welfare of

his clients and subscribers. The petitioners had paid,
he said, little or no rent; the scheme was his debtor for

large advances, and it was no fault of his that the com-

pany had not been fully registered, and its financial

concerns placed under the control of responsible trustees.

He had applied to Lord Duncan and Mr. S. Crawford
to assume those functions, but had received a refusal

from the former. Finally he promised to offer a bill to

settle the afl'airs of the association under the supervision
of parliament.
Lord Palmeh.ston, on Monday the 4th of March,

gave some explanations respecting the State of our Rela-
tions viilh Greece. He said that application for redress

having been refused by the Greek government, reprisals
had been made upon Greek vessels in order to obtain

secvu'ity for satifying our demands, and that the reprisals
weie thought, at the date of the last accounts, tlie LSth
of February, to be sufficient for the purpose ; that the

good offices of the French government had been accepted,
but that the French negotiator had not arrived

; tliat

diplomatic relations with Greece had not been suspended,
Mr. Wyse being stiU in diplomatic intercourse with the

Greek government, and his lordship mentioned a con-

firmatory fact, which, however, appeared to be rather

amusing than convincing to the house, namely that the
British fleet had fired a salute in honour of the Queen
of Greece.— The rarUamentari/ I'oters (Ireland) Bill
was considered in committee. Sir R. Fergvson moved
the omission of the 2nd clause, which gave a title to
vote to joint-occupiers rated at 8/. each

;
but after some

discussion, upon a division the clause was retained by
144 against 104. Clause 3, creating a freehold county
franchise of the rated value of 51., was opposed by
Mr. Keynoi.ds, as a dangerous innovation, opening
the door to fictitious voters, since neither occupancy nor

payment of rates is reqxiired. Sir Frederick 'I'hesiger
followed up the objection, and in a long speech supported
an amendment by which he proposed to secure that
the 51. value should be net value above all rates and
charges. The amendment was rejected, by 106 to 30.—
Clause 6, creating a borough franchise for 8/. occupants,
was criticised by a number of Irish members, as too high
in value; Lord Castlereagh, Mr. Monsell, and
Mr. M'CuLLAGH joining in the representations that
an 8/. franchise is higher for Ireland than a 10?. one for

England ; and urging reconsideration of the matter in

favour of a 51. franchise.—Lord John Russell resisted

all importunities ; stating, that if the proposal of 51.

were adopted there would be little chance of the bill

passing this session. A 51. amendment was negatived,
by 142 to 90.

On Tuesday, the 5th, Mr. Slaney moved for a com-
mittee to consider on the plans which might be devised
for the Social Improvement of the Labouring Classes.

Concerning the distressed condition of those classes, the
honourable member entered into many details. He
showed, by the returns of mortality, pauperism, and

criminality, how wide and excessive was the destitution

xmder which they were now suffering. The causes of
this deplorable state of things ought to be discovered,
and the remedies pointed out. In an economical point
of view, the question was most important. Want and
its consequences, in the shape of liospitals, gaols, work-

houses, transportation, and all their accessories, amounted

altogether, for England alone, to an aggregate of twenty-
seven millions, and for the whole of the United Kingdom
could not be less than forty millions annually. All the

remedial measures, for improving the education, pro-

tecting the health, and increasing the
'

employment of
the poorer classes, had originated with private members,
and had neither received due attention from the govern-
ment, nor attracted its fitting share of interest in parlia-
ment. He concluded with denouncing the laissez-faire

system of legislation.
—The motion was directl)' opposed

by Mr. TuELAWNEY, as a proposition to do for the

working-classes what they ought to do for themselves;

by Mr. Cajipbell, as an attempt to constitute an unpaicl
commission for doing what a paid commission would do
better

;
and by Mr. ST.iNFORD, on the ground that it

is unnecessary
—if gentlemen would voluntarily devote

themselves to the inquiry during the recess, their labours

could not fail of being advantageous to the government.
Sir George Grey bore witness to Mr. Slancy's devotion

to the sul)jcct, and his desire to benefit the working-
classes

;
but he expressed doubts as to the possibility of

working a commission of four or five. The only effect

of such a plan would be to overwhelm parliament with
blue books, full of matters on which there is already
ample information. When any proposition to promote
the welfare of the working-classes is clearly and dis-

tinctly recognised, there is no necessity for any com-
mittee to cany it out.—Mr. Hume concurred in Sii'

George Grey's doubts; and Mr. Slaney withdi'cw his

motion.
The adjourned debate on the second reading of the

Marriages Bill was resumed on the 6th. Mr. Hoi'E

opposed the bill, on the ground that it would be but one

step, because the legislature, if it passed the present

measure, would be compelled to legalise all marriages
which had been contracted in violation of the present
law. He stated that 280 clergymen in various parts of

the country have returned information tliat they know
of 269 marriages within the prohibited degrees. Of these

cases, 178 were marriages of the deceased wife's sister:

the remaining 91 cases were marriages of persons stand-
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ing in tlie relations following
—marriages with a brother's

widow, 41
; owuaunt, 6 ; own niece, 19

;
wife's daughter, C ;

own half-sister, 1 ; father's wife, 1 ; brother's wife's

daughter, 1
;

son's wife, 2
;

uncle's wile, 3
;

wife's

niece, 11. The marriages with the wife's sister were
" almost without one exception" in the upper and middle
ranks of life

;
and the other marriages were mostly in

those ranks. In one of the marriages with an uncle's

wife, the parties were a clergyman and a peeress. The
cases of marriage with the aunt and the niece were those

of tradesmen, yeomen, and farmers, generally men of

substance. A lieutenant-general in the army married a

lady, and then her aunt ; subsequently a third lady,
and then the third lady's niece. It was visible from
these cases that the grievance was not one that pressed

especiall}' on the jjoor.
—The bill was supported by ]Mr.

S. Herbert, Mr. Cockburn, Mr. Cobden, and Mr.
Milucs

;
aud opposed by Mr. Roebuck, Lord Mahon,

Mr. Shell, Mr. Goulburn, and others. The second

reading was carried by 182 to 130.

On Thursday, the 7th, Mr. Poulett Sceope moved
for a special commission to inquire into the state of the
Kilnish Union. He gave the following description of

its present condition :—The extent of the Kilnish Union
is about 1.30,000 acres, its population in 1841 was 80,000,
aud its I'ental in 184o was about 60,000^. From the inor-

dinate rents, the famine threw the entire population on the
relief works : 110,O00Z.—double the rental—was expended
on these works in 184G-7, and in August 1847, 133,000^.
of public money had been expended : but from favour-
itism and other abuses the poor were still left to starve.

The Poor-law Amendment Act threw the Union on its

own resources
; a rate was not struck till nearly two-

thirds of the population had perished, or been removed
by evictions

; and, being chiefly due from the guardians
themselves, the rates were allowed to fall in total

arreai'. The Union became bankrupt ;
out-door relief

was stopped, and the in-door paupers were left starved
and unclothed. The mortality from disease became
enormous, and verdicts of death by starvation numerous.
In three weeks relief was recommenocd, aud 12,500 per-
sons received aid : it was discontinued again ; and then

again it was renewed, to be continued to the present
time. The deaths from insufficient food were 21 in

November, in December 71, in January 140: poor
wretches travelled twenty miles for relief, stood all day
at the door, and had to go home at night with their

cases even unheard. Who (Mr. Scrope asked) is

responsible for this frightful state of things ?—the

guardians, who accuse the Poor-law Commissioners r

the commissioners, who throw the resiJonsibUity on the

government ? or the government itself .-' In England,
the administrators of the Poor-law have been declared

responsible for refusing relief. If the rates were not
sutticient in Kilrush, is that an excuse for govern-
ment's abandoning its declaration that no poor person
could be allowed to starve ? They might have lent the

money to the guardians ;
or have undertaken the duties

of the guardians, and themselves distributed the relief.

From a commission the house would receive suggestions
tending to save vast numbers from the gi-ave yawning
before them..—Sir William Somekville defended the

government for simply administering the law as they
found it; and opposed the motion, as being likely to

furnish no other information than that wliich is already
quite available to the house

;
and as being likly to excite

hopes which never could be realised, and to jjrevent self-

reliance and independent exertion. He added that the
Kilrush guardians were now exerting themselves with

satisfactory etlect; that their proceedings should be

watched, and if they failed in their duty the govern-
ment would be prepared to act on their own responsi-

bility.
—Mr. JIoNSELL suggested that tliis should be

treated as an exceptional case, by superseding the ordi-

nary operation of the law, and appointing some fit person
with full powers to reorganise the afiairs of the Union.—
Lord Johu llussELL affirmed that such a measure
would be impracticable and mischievous, and objected
to making Kilrush a special object of special inquiry and
assistance, as setting a bad exami^le to other distressed

districts. Eventually the motion was negatived by 76
to 03.—Mr. H. Berkeley moved for leave to bring in a
bill for the introduction of The liallot. A debate of

some length ensued, and the motion was negatived by
176 against 121.

On Friday the 8th, Mr. Cobden moved a resolution
on the subject of the Public Expenditure, iu the follow-

ing terms :
—That the net expenditure of the govern-

ment for the year 1835, amounted to 44,422,000/. ;
that

the net expenditui-e for the year ending the 5th day of

January, 1850, amounted to 50,853,000/. ;
the increase of

upwards of 6,000,000, having been caused principally by
successive augmentations of our wai-Iike establishments,
and outlays for defensive armaments ; that no foreign
danger, or necessary cost of the civil government, or

indispensable disbursements for the services in our

dependencies abroad, warranted the continuance of this

increase of expenditure ;
that the taxes required to meet

the present expenditure impeded the operations of agi'i-

culture and manufactures, and diminished the funds for

the employment of labour in all branches of productive

iudustrj', thereby tending to produce pauperism and
crime, and adding to the local and general burdens of the

people ;
that to diminish these evils it was expedient

that the house should take steps to reduce the annual

expenditure, with all practicable speed, to an amount not

exceeding the sum which within the last fifteen years
has been proved to be sufficient for the maintenance of

the security, honour, and dignity of the nation. In

support of his motion, he contended that, though in

every brancli of our national expenditure there was

great waste, ostentation, and jobbing, he did not object
to her Majesty's income, and he held in high estimation

her domestic virtues ; but he considered that many of the

court offices ought to be abolished—that of the Master of

the Buckhounds, for instance, whose salary should pay
the Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench. He compared our

diplomatic expenditure with that of America, and pro-
tested against the payment of 10,000/. per annum to our
ambassador at Paris, while the representative of the

United States had but 2,000/. ; and he treated our judi-
cial expenditure in a similar manner, showing that

while the supreme judge at Washington, the head of

American jurisprudence, had but 1,200/. a-ycar, a judge
in impoverished Ireland had 8,000/. He deprecated the

expense of the new houses of parliament, aud the entire

system of parliamentary business, printing, and manage-
ment, as grossly extravagant ;

aud he tlien went into

every denomination of our armaments all over the

world
;
he declared liis belief, that although the impor-

tunities of the professions, wliich had already internapted
the house with a debate upon the brevet, wpre very
urgent with ministers, they would be willing to reduce
the expenditure of the country if they were sti'ongly

snpported by the house.—Mr! Labouchere, in reply,
maintained that the apparent increase of 6,000,000/. had
had not been caused by a real augmentation. In the

naval and military expenditure, the apparent increase,
rather more than 4,000,000/.,was owing to such causes as

the accumulated excess of expenditure left from previous

years, the transfer of the Packet service formerly paid out

of the Post-office revenue, accidental demands, like the

payment of head-money for capture of pirates, eonstruc-

tiou of great permanent works, dodcyards, lic, involving
a payment once for all, with other causes as little coming
under a true comparison. Under the civil head, the

apparent incj-ease of 2,478,000/., was caused by charges
forced upon government by the house, under the

pressure of demands from constituencies,
—such as har-

bours of refuge, payments iu aid of county-rates, &c.
;

chax-ges for unlbrescen calamities, among which might
be reckoned the burning of the old houses of parliament
and the building of the new

; charges ti-ausferred from
other accounts, such as official franking, quondam fees

replaced by fixed payment, &c. Mr. Labouchere con-

tended that many of these payments, such as those for

the improvement of Ireland, are dictated liy a wise and

profitable economy.—Mr. Cobden was chicHy supported

by Mr. Miluer Gibson
;

Mr. Labouchere, by Lord
John Russell. The other speakers were—for Mr.
Cobden's motion, Mr. Spooner and Mr. HuME ; against

it, Mr. Herries and Mr. Hexley. Colonel Sibthorp
declared that he trusted neither party, but should take

up his hat and walk out of the house ; which he did

amidst laughter and cheers from all sides. Mz'. Cobden's

resolution was negatived by 272 to 89.
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On Monday the 11th, in committee on the Arimj
Estimates, Mr. F. Maule moved for a vote of 99,128
men for tlic laud service of the year.

—Mr. lIuMF,

m;>ved, as an amendment, that the vote this year sliould

he for 89,000 men, to he reduced ne.\t year to 80,000,
tliere being no reason ^vlly we should not revert to that

number, which was sufficient up to 1837. After some

debate, this amendment was negatived by 223 against 50.

The committee then proceeded to the Navy Estimates,
.Tud, on tlie first vote of 39,000 men for the sea-service,
Z'.lx. Hume protested against its extravagance, and
moved that the number shouhl be reduced to 31,469.

The amendment was negatived by 117 against 19.

On Tuesday, the 12th, Mr. H. Drummond proposed a

resolution enibrcing the necessitj' of Reducing the Na-
tional Expenditure, onihc ground that the present weight
of taxation depresses all classes, and especially the

labourer, by diminishing the fund at liberty for the

cmploj'mcnt of reproductive labour. After forcibly de-

scribing the distresses that weighed upon the labouring
classes, he referred to the fiscal burdens by which
ihose distresses were aggravated. It was fair that

iVee trade, if introduced into our system, should be
made impartial and complete. The agriculturist should
1)0 allowed to do what ho liked with his laud. He ought
not to be prohibited from growing tobacco, nor find him-
self oppressed with duties whenever he wished to gather
hojis from his hedge, cultivate beetroot, turn his barley
into malt, or manufacture clay into bricks for his cottage.
To remit all these taxes it would be necessary to reduce
and re-distribute the burdens of taxation. The way to

accomplish this object was to cut down all salaries, and
hhift the great weight of the taxes upon property instead

of labour. Mr. Cayley seconded the motion, and a

long debate ensued in which many members joined. Sir

ilobert Peel said that he accepted the resolution, as

designed unequivocally to imply nothing more than it

expressed- He drew from its tenor an inference strongly
in favour of the commercial policy of 1812, inasmuch as it

simply demanded a further and more complete fulfilment
of tlie principles then introduced. As a social question
he agreed to test the results of the free-trade experiment
by its effects upon the condition of the industrial classes.

So far as the facts were now known, they showed that
this test had satisfactorily stood. Even among the agri-

culturists, from whom the complaints were now so loud,
he believed that a better share of employment, and a

greater command of the comforts of life were enjoyed
at present than before the recent changes. Turning to

the financial question, the hon. baronet, as the author
of the reduced cTstimates of 1835, and the expanded out-

lay in 1818, declared that both proceedings were justified

by the condition of the country at the respective periods.
He could not now vote for a general resolution to enforce

retrenchment. Notwithstanding the hot and cold fits

to wliich the House of Commons was subject, ho pre-
ferred trusting the work of economy to the hands of a

judicious government, rather than leave it to the votes

of a vacillating assembly. In the necessity for retrench-
ment he concun-cd. Waiting the happy time when all

nations would consent to put their armies upon a peace
establishment, he believed that some risk of loss in case

of hostilities ought to be incurred for the sake of allevi-

ating burdens that would otherwise crush the energies
of the country. Lord J. Ku.ssell inquired how the
reductions in expenditure suggested by the motion before

the house were to be effected ? After determining to

keep faith with the public creditor, to continue the pen-
sions, allowances, and half-pay, to which the country
stood already pledged, and defray the charges for the

army and navy sanctioned by the votes which had passed
the house a few hours previously, only a small amount
of expenditure remained open for economical measures.

If a reduction of 10 per cent were effected, as had been

proposed, on all the salaries of the cabinet ministers, the
total saving would amount to 4000/. per annum. Com-

menting upon the duties specially recommended for

remission by Mr. Drummond, Lord J. Russell stated

that if the cultivation of tobacco were allowed, it would
not be prosecuted with advantage, except under a pro-
tective duty of several hundred per cent. The malt

duty was a question of revenue, and rendered necessary

by the inheritance of debt transmitted from administra-

tions who had prosecuted an European war. On this

point Lord J. Kussell drew a distinction between duties
for revenue and taxes imposed for purposes of protection,
and to favour particular classes of producers. The former,
he contended, should not be abolished unless it was

clearly proved the exchequer could afford it. Eventually
Mr. Drummond's resolution was negatived by 190

against 15G.

On the second reading, on the 13th, of the County
Bates and Expenditure Bill, Sir J. Pakingtox moved,
as an amendment, for a select committee, to inquire
into the present mode of le^-j'ing and expending the

county rate, with a view to ascertain whether any more
satisfactory mode can be adopted of le\'ying the rate?,
and of giving the ratepayers more effectual control
over their expenditure. This amendment, being opposed
by several members, was withdrawn ; the bill was read
a second time, and ordered to be referred to a select

committee.
The Public Libraries and Museums Bill was read a

second time, after a short discussion, by a majority of

118 to 101. It was supported by Mr. Ewart (by whom
it was brought in), Mr. Brotherton, Mr. Hume, Mr.
Labouchere, Mr. Bright, and others. Its leading oppo-
nents were Mr. Spooner, Mr. R. Palmer, Sir R. Inglis,
and Mr. P. Howard.
On Monday the 14th, Lord Ashley moved for leave to

introduce a bill to declare the intention of the legisla-
ture with regard to the Factories Act. He had little

or no doubt that it was the intention of the legislature
that the labour of all young persons cmployecl in fac-

tories should be continuous from the time it commenced,
and shoull not be taken in parts and in succession,

thereby extending the time over the full fifteen hours in

every day. Mr. Baron Parke, in giving his judgment,
showed clearly enough, that the opinion of the court

was, that it was the intention of the legislature that

relays should be prohibited. The noble lord, in a

speech of much eloquence and length, detailed the evil

results of the relay system, and illustrated the improve-
ment already caused by the act, reading a variety of

testimonies from clergymen and others to that effect.—
Sir G. Grey' said he would certainly offer no opposition
to the introduction of the bill

;
he would only throw out

this suggestion to his noble friend, that he did not think
that his object would be attained, unless he made such
an alteration in the definition of "night" as would
reduce its range from fifteen hours to twelve ; that he

thought was the right principle, and one on which his

noble friend might safely proceed. He did not there-

fore wish, in consenting to the introduction of the bill,

to be in any way bound to the specific remedy Avhich

Lord Ashley wished to adopt.
—Mr. Bankes, Mr. F.

O'CoNXon, and Sir R. Inglis supported the bill.—Mr.
Milner Gibson would not opjiose its introduction,
but would reserve any opposition he had to make, for

the second reading of the bill.—Mr. Bright attributed

the improvement that had taken place, not to the Ten
Hours' Bill, but to free trade. After the last two

years he thought a good feeling on the whole apparent :

but exasperation to same extent still existed, and he
believed it would continue while this biU was pressed in

its present shajie ;
he therefore advised the noble lord,

who represented a lai'ge number of persons out of doors

on this subject, and who were willing to listen to the

suggestions of the manufacturers, to consider whether
some course might not be adopted to meet the views of

all parties. If the noble lord did this, and if the house
came to a calm ^•iew of the subject, he hoped they might
settle for ever a question which had done more to excite

heartburnings and bitter feelings between the employers
and the emploj-ed, than all other things which had
occui-red.-—The debate was continued by Mr. Aglionbt
and Lord J. Manners, who declared tliat there should

be no compromise, and Mr. V/. J. Fox, who thought
the scheme already in existence the best that could be

proposed.
— Sir J. Graham said witli respect to what

occurred in 1844, his object in framing the bill as he had
introduced it, was absolutely to prohibit the relay

system in any form whatsoever. That certainly had
Ijecn his intention. His own opinions remained

unclumgcd.—Lord Ashley in reply said that his inten-

tion had been to move for leave to bring in a bill to
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declire the interpretation of the inspectors, and the

opinion of the hnv officers of the cro\ra that the hours
of the work of young persons he limited to ten

;
that

they sliould he continuous hours of lahour, and should
count from the time when any child began to work.
That was the sum and substance of the whole, and from
that principle he would not deviate to the right or to

the left.—After a few words from Mr. Bkowx, leave

was given to bring in the bill.

The second reading of the Highicai/s Bill was carried

by a majority of 1-14 to 5.5, after a discussion in which

many members for the agricultural districts took part.
On the motion for the second reading of the Chief

Jtistices' Salaries Bill.—Mr. Mullixgs gave notice of

his intention to move in committee for reducing the

retiring pensions of the Chief Justice. He did so from
motives of economy which touched himself nearly, for

he had invested all the earnings of a life of hard work,
in an estate which suffered under the distress of the

times, and which could be preserved to him only by a
reduction of the public burdens.-—Mr. Spooxer sup-
ported the principle of reduction, reminding the house
that Lord Deuman had been Chief Justice for seventeen

years, at a salary of 8,000/., and it was very certain that
if that salary was justifiable at the time it began, it was

vastly too much now, considering the relative value of

money. — Sir George Grey said that in committee
Government would be ready to justify the proposed
mode of dealing with the salaries in question.

—Colonel
SiBTHORP suggested that the bill should be jiostponcd
till they had the Chancellor of the Exchequer's budget
before them. He believed the Treasury bench had all

got too much
; they got too fat, and were too well fed,

and that was why they resisted proper reductions. The
second reading was then agreed to without further

opposition.
The Budget was brought forward on Friday, the 16th,

by the Chancellor of the ExcuEQfER, who introduced
his pi-oposed measures by a long financial statement. Re-

ferring to the budget of last year, he stated that lie had
then calculated the probable income of the year at

52,262,000/. The results of the first nine months f)f that

year would have justified him in placing the receipts at

52,874,000/. ; but as there had been a falling oif on the
last quarter, he would estimate them at 52,785,500/.
The estimated expenditure for that year was 52,157,696/.,
and the actual ex])enditure (up to Januarj- 5) was at the
rate of 50,853,622/., but woidd, in point of fact, be only
50,533,651/. Last year he anticipated a surplus of

104,000/. ; hut the actual surplus over the estimated

expenditure amounted to 627,000/., and the income actu-

ally received exceeded the estimated amount by 523,500/.
On the other hand, the expenditure had been less than
he had estimated it by 1,625,000/.' Consequently the

surplus of income over probable expenditure might be
stated at two millions and a quarter. The income fur

the next year he calculated at 52,285,000/., and the expen-
diture he estimated at 50,613,582/. ; and to this he would
add certain outlays in reference to the Merchant Seamen's

Bill, the new houses of paidiament, a building for the
records of the realm, the Arctic expedition, and some
other smaller sums, which would leave a surplus for the

ensuing year of about 1,500,000/. He was not prepared
to say that he would devote the whole of the surplus to

the purpose of the diminution of the debt. He proposed,
for the purpose of relieving the landed interest, to

make a considerable reduction on stamp duties upon the
transfer of real property up to 1,000/., and to equalise
the duties after a large amount : he proposed to adopt
the same principle with regard to the stamp duties on
mortgages, and also to reduce the stamp duty upon leases.
He proposed that when the stamp duty, now payable
upon a lease was 1/., it should be reduced to 2s. Grf., and
so on in proportion. lie also proposed, for the purpose
of improving the dwellings of the labouring classes, to

accede to a total repeal of the duty on bricks. (This
announcement created a great sensation in the house,
and was received with loud cheers.) The amount of
losses he anticipated in the revenue were, upon stamps
a little under 300,000/., upon bricks to a little 'jver

450,000/., malung a total of 750,000/., being half the

surplus. The other half he proposed to devote to the
reduction of the debt. By the operation of the existing

Sugar Act, the duties on certain classes of foreign and
colonial sugars would be reduced from the 5tli of July
next, aflFording a relief to the consumer, taidng the

average of the country, to the extent of 350,000/. There-
fore, the actual rcUefto the people of this country would
be about 1,100,000/. He also had another important
proposal, viz., that parliament should do what was done
in 1846, make advances for drainage and for other land

improvements—the sum of 2,000,000/. to he advanced to

England and Scotland, and 1,000,000/. to Ireland. He
proposed to retain in his hands the sum of 750,000/.,
either for the reduction of the debt, or to meet any con-

tingency that may occur throughout the year. But he
would apply also out of it, although not in the usual

way, a sum of 250,000/. in the reduction of the debt.
There had existed, since the union with Scotland, a

charge on the revenue in the shape of an annuity of

10,000/., called the equivalent rent; it is provided by
the act which established that fund, that it might be
redeemed at any period by the payment of 250,000/.
A portion of the revenue of the year would be applied
in the extinction of this 10,000/. a-year. There would
remain beyond this a surplus of 500,000/., and he hoped
that the house would support him in his intention of

retaining that sura, because he did not think it would be
safe to go on in any circumstances with a surplus of less

than that amount.
On Monday, the ISth, Mr. HtiME desired to know

what notice the government intended to take of the

protest of the Rev. G. A. Denison, impugning the judg-
ment of her Majesty in council in the case of " Gorham
r. the Bishop of Exeter," and denying the supremacy of
the crown as head of the established church.—Lord J.

B USSELL read a statement by Mr. Denison of his real

sentiments upon the subject, and observed that he

thought the rev. gentleman was mistaken ; that the

judicial committee of the privy council had acted entirely
within the scope of their jurisdictions, and, moreover,
that he believed their decision in the matter had given
great satisfaction. With respect to the intentions of the

government, he said, though it might appear hereafter

necessary to adopt some measure, he should be most
reluctant to take any step against any men entertaining
conscientious opinions upon this question, and which

might tend to disturb still further the harmony of the
church.
The .subject of the African Blockade for the 2^>'c-

Tcntion of the Slave Trade was brought forward, on the

19th, by Jlr. Hutt, who moved an address praying her

Majesty to direct negotiations to be commenced for the

purpose of releasing the country from all treaties which
at present engage us to maintain a squadron on the

coast of Africa. Two successive committees of the

legislature had recognised th iropoliej' of endeavouring
to suppress the slave trade by force of arms. The
blockade of the coast of Africa, undertaken thirty-one

years ago, had resulted in an aggravation of all the

atrocities that characterised the traffic in slaves
; while

the numbers increased from 90,000 in 1815 to 105,000 in

1819. Since that time England had extended her efforts

at suppression, by enlarging her squadron, by employing
the new arm of steam-vessels, and by contracting more

stringent treaties on the subject with Spain, Portugal,
and France, but with no corresponding success. In
corroboration of these statements INIr. Hutt referred to

the opinions expressed by the Duke of Wellington at

the Congress of Verona, and bj- Lord J. Russell as

recently as 1839. The temporary diminution in the

slave trade in 1840 was attributable not to the vigilance
of Captains Denman and Mansel, but to a mercantile

depression and some sincere eff'orts made in Cuba and
Brazil about that time to abolish the traffic. Sub-

seiiuently the numbers had again extended to 83,000, in

1848, and the commerce was at present flourishing

abundantlj'. The danger of capture by the British

cruisers added exorbitantly to the sufferings of the
slaves both during the "middle pas.^age

" and while

waiting purchasers in their African captivity. On this

point Mr. Hutt entered into many striking details,
which he summed up with the conclusion that the

squadron, though costing so heavj' a price in money and
human life, was utterly unavailing in reducing the
auKmnt of tlic traffic, while it frightfully enhanced its
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horrors. Every contrivance of governments, from the

Emperor Napoleon to our own Chancellors of the

Exchequer, had failed to put down contraband traffic at

home
;
and the attempt was yet more Quixotical upon

the vast and distant coast of Africa. The endeavour
had already cost us twenty-five millions, was maintained
at a cost of 700,000/. or 800,000/. per annum, and had

monopolised the services of fully one-fourth the whole
British navy afloat. But the system was worse than

merely e.\pcnsive
— it was fatal, cruel, and anomalous,

obliging us to use methods equally violent, inadequate,
and involving a perpetual risk of war with other nations,
who did not sympathise with our objectjwhile they resented
ourassumption of a right to interfere with their commerce.—Mr. Baillie, in seconding the motion, ridiculed the

ludicrous boasting, year after year, of making treaties

with the Republic of the equator, the Shah of Persia,
and the African king,

"
Billy."

—Mr. Laboucheke
opposed the motion, and said that if the house agreed
to it the people of England would call them to a strict

and well-merited account for having entirely misinter-

preted their feelings and wishes. Sir Charles Hotham
had been called as a witness for the motion : yet no

person had more strongly insisted on the "degradation
to this country

" which must follow the withdrawal of

our squadron ;
and in a sense worthy of his high personal

character, he had also declared, that "in a case of that

description honour and interest would, to a certain

extent, go together." He expressed a belief that if the

squadron were withdrawn, smaller slave-vessels would
be used, and the sufferings of the slave increased. No
doubt, the question of expenditure was not to be over-

looked, though the people of this country would not,
from that motive alone, consent to relinquish their most
cherished hopes ;

but when it was said 700,000/, a year
will be saved, was it meant that we should not leave

a ship in those seas for the protection of the great,

thriving, and increasing legitimate trade, on the foster-

ing of which is based our best reliance for the ultimate
success of our great undertaking ? It could he demon-
strated that if the squadron is withdraw^u the traffic will

spring up into full operation, replungo Africa into scenes

of blood and horror, and at once extinguish every
spark of civilisation and improvement, which he trusted

might by and by grow into a flame to warm and

enlighten that country. The treaties with the native
chiefs had been alluded to with levity. There was at

this moment a fairer jirospect of success from that source
than for many j'ears. The Republic of Liberia, under
the intelligent and able guidance of President Roberts,
was not only establishing its own peaceful relation

through treaties with neighbouring tribes, but extending
its territories and replacing the slave-trade by the

occupations of commerce and industry. A commissioner
would this very month go out to negotiate relations

Avith the Court of Dahomey. Our purchase of the
Danish forts in Africa would much control the slave

traffic in the Bight of Benin. It might be anticipated
that the whole coast from the North down to Whydah
will in a short time be rescued from the horrors of the
slave-trade.—Mr. LAHorcHEUE dwelt on the effect of

opening the slave-market to Cuba and Brazil on our
own sugar-producing colonies. It would be impossible
to choose a more unfortunate moment for enabling their

foreign rivals to obtain an unlimited supply of labour
than the present, when the great complaint of the
colonists is that they find it exceedingly difficult to

obtain lal)our at a reasonable cost. He took it for

granted that the house did not mean to revive the
slave-trade in favour of the colonics themselves, either

ostensibly or under any guise or pretence of immigra-
tion. At present, our colonics were in the course of

a revival. In Jamaica, British Guiana, Trinidad, and

Antigua, the produce of 1847-8 had been a consider-
able increase of that of 184-5-6: there really seemed a

well-founded hope that they would recover from their

distress if no such measure as this interrupt them : but
if the slave-trade is thrown unchecked into the hands
of their foreign rivals, the cultivation of sugar will be
rendered impossible in our colonies. He did not ask the
house to vote that for an indefinite period the squadron
should be maintained : if any gentlemen were san-

guine enough to believe that the slave-trade could bo

suppressed by any other means, they should suggest them.—Mr. Gi.ABSTOXE entered into a minute detail of the

existing states of the colonies, and of our relationship
with foreign countries, deducing from the various state-

ments the conclusion that our repressive policy had
turned out unsuccessful in every point of view, and had
moreover tended to retard the adoption of a more humane
system among the Brazilian and other slaveholding
nations.—Lord John Russell characterised the motion
as a summons to reverse, at the opening of a new half

century, the system which had won so many triumphs
for humanity during the past fifty years. France and
the United .States had observed the treaties which they
had signed in relation to this traffic with perfect

fidelity ; and if we now withdrew we should render
ourselves utterly jit>werless to restrain the sailing of

slave-ships over every sea. He wished not to pledge the

legislature to a total abstinence of interference in the

management or constitution of the blockading squadron,
but only to the principle that the marine force should
not be withdrawn without some sufficient substitute in

the way of repression. Against the alleged increase in

the sufl'erings of the negroes during the middle passage
caused by the presence of our cruisers, ho placed the

probability that the slaves would be far worse treated—
would bo " used up

"
faster in Brazil or Cuba, if their

value as property were diminished. After an elaborate

detail of other evils that would spring from the adoption
of the resolution—the loss of honour to England and of

civilisation to Africa
;

the possible consequences of

swamping Brazil with a multitudinous importation of

negroes ;
the resulting increase in the mass of human

misery ; the subsequent competition against our own
colonists as cultivators of sugar,

—Lord J. Russell re-

peating his declaration, that great progress was in reality

being made by our prosecution of the blockade, that

European opinion was far more enlightened upon the

subject than in earlier years, and that a strong remon-
strance by England, France, and America, would now
have great weight with Spain and Brazil, he remarked

severely upon the conduct of Mr. Hutt's committee. As
a last answer to the question, what, under all circum-

stances, will you now do for the suppression of the

trade, he would say
" I will not despond." Character-

ising the course proposed by the nation as "dastardly,"
he concluded with the expression of his belief that if

England abandoned the holy career in which she was

engaged, she could no longer expect the blessing of

heaven. The other speakers were : for the motion,
Lord H. Vane, Mr. G. Berkeley, and Lord R.

Guosvenor; against it, Mr. Caudwell, Sir George
Pechell, and Sir R. Inglis. The motion was nega-
tived by 232 to 154.

On IMonday, the 20th, on the commital of the Larceny
Summary Jurisdiction Bill, Mr. L.\.W' moved a reso-

lution for limiting the provisions of the bill as regarded

punishment to oflTenders, of age not exceeding sixteen

years, but extending to offenders of every age the sum-

mary power of the justices to liberate upon bail, pro-
vided the amount of larceny should not exceed one

shilling. A prolonged discussion ensued, turning chiefly

on the question how far it was prudent to remove crimi-

nal charges out of the jurisdiction of juries. The house

then divided; for the amendment 124, against it 54.

The Australian Government Bill was considered in

committee on the 22nd. The second clause gave rise to

a discussion as to the policy of giving to the crown the

nomination of o:;e-third of the members of the legislative

council
; and, at length, Mr. Muwatt moved the omis-

sion of such portion of the clause as left to her Majesty
the nomination of one-third part of the number of the

members of the legislative council.—The amendment
was negatived by 1G5 to 77.—Mr. WalI'oli! then moved
the omrssion of thesecond clause, and to substitute instead

thereof the following proviso :

" And be it enacted that

there shall be within each of the said colonics of New
South Wales and Victoria, a legislative council and

representative assembly." After a discussion, consist-

ing chiefly of a repetition of arguments previously usc_d,
Mr. AValpole's amendment was negatived by 108 to 147.

On Monday, the 25th, the Chancelloi). of the Ex-

cuEauEU stated that he had come to the conclusion

that the Repeal of the Brick Duty should take effect
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immediately, and that a reduction of 50 per cent, on the

duty sliould be allowed on bricks already made.
Lord J. Russell stated that Lord Seymour, who had

accepted the office of Chief Commissioner ofWoods and

Forests, was to have the usual salary for his office of

2,000/. a year ; but he would take that opportunity of

stating- that, after Easter, he intended to move for a

committee to inquire into all Jitdicial and Diplomatic
Salaries, as well as those of ministers themselves. This
announcement was received with loud cheers.

Lord J. Russell stated that a bill would be brought
in, during the present session, for settling Marlhorour/h
Hoxise upon the Prince of Wales, and that her Majesty
had signified her consent to allow that building, for some
few years to come, being devoted to the reception of the

Vernon Gallery of Paintings, and other works of similar

character, and thrown open to the public as an exhibition
of art.

Blr. Trelawny moved for a select committee to

inquii'e into the extent of the public interest, present or

prospective, in the property appertaining to the Duchies

of Cornwall and Lancaster. He supported his motion

by ample details of unthrift and extravagance in the past

management of these and other appanages to the public
revenue. To the argument that the duchies in question
were the private property of the royal family, he replied

by showing that the parliament, in the day s ofGeorge III.
,

had purchased "the right of interference with the estate

of the princedom of Wales, by repeatedly paying the
enormous debts of the then heir apparent. Other con-
ditions of the administration of those properties also

gave them a quasi-national character.—The SoLlciTOR-
Gen^eral contended that the legislature had no more
right to interfere with these than with any other private
properties. He showed, nevertheless, that many improve
ments in the management of both duchies, tendiug to

increase the net income by many thousands a year, had
been effected since the accession of her present Majesty.
The charge of ojjpression towards the tenants was a loose

accusation, which had not been fairly substantiated by
evidence. No case was, in fact, made out to justify the

interposition of the house by the appointment of a select

committee.—Sir R. Peel doubted whether it could be

proved that the jurisdiction of the House of Commons
was not wide enough to warrant its interference with
the management of the duchies. He was, however,
convinced, by a review of the recent administration of
their affairs, that it would be most prudent to allow
matters to remain as they were. It was altogether
irrational for the legislature to adopt violent measures
in consequence of hypothetical charges.

—After some
further discussion the resolution was negatived without
a division.

On Monday, the 26th, Lord Duxca?! renewed a

previous motion respecting the Encroachments on the
Green Park, caused by the new buildings going on at
Lord Ellesmere's mansion, and wished to know who
had permitted the encroachments.— Mr. Bankes
thought the public were much indebted to Lord EUes-
mere for the splendid palace lie was raising there,
a.nd pointed to the former disgraceful state of this

portion of the park, contrasting it with the con-
dition into which it was now brought by so many
mansions being erected in its neighbourlicod.— Mr.
LusHiNOTOX and Sir B. H.-^LL comijlained that their
constituents felt aggrieved by these encroachments.—
Lord J. Russell admitted that if the strict letter of
the law were to be enforced, no doubt the wall must be
pulled down

; but, in that case, ho doubted whether
the public would not be the losers rather than gainers.
—Mr. Hume, while he gave every credit to the Earl of
Ellesraere for his liberality, in throwing open his collec-
tion of pictures to the public, contended that the
encroachments were illegal, and that the Attorney-
General ought to be called upon to take measures for
their removal.—Mr. Hayter and Mr. S. Wortley
denied that this was any encroachment. It was a

question regarding a breach of covenant ; and though
the public had a right to have the covenant enforced,
yet they were sure the enforcement would be to the

injury rather than the advantage of the public—After
a few words from Lord Duncan in reply, his motion
wn.s agreed to.

Mr. Hxmie moved for the production of papers con-
nected with the Receipts and Expenditure of the Royal
Academy, and complained of the illiberality of that

body in refusing to open their exhibition to the public
after a certain time, notwithstanding the privileges they
enjoyed of being allowed apartments in the National
Gallery, free of rent, in which to exhibit their pictures.
And now it appeared a sum of money was to be voted
to them for the erection of a new building ; but he for
one would vote against any sum being granted till the
house had before it an account of their receipts and
expenditure.—Lord J. Russell regretted the decision
the Royal Academy had come to in refusing to allow
the public admission to their exhibition

; but it was to
be remembered that the pictures were their own pro-
perty, and it was for them, therefore, to decide the
question. With regard to the grant of money, it was
open to the hon. member to object to the vote when it

came before the house
;

but he brought it forward
because George III. having granted the Academy apart-
ments for their pictures, he thought tlie government
was bound to continue that privilege.

—The motion was
negatived by 47 to 49.

The house adjourned till Monday, the Sth of April.

PROGRESS OF BUSINESS.

Bouse of Lords.—March 1. Umph-e's Appointment Bill with-
drawn.

4th.—Railway Audit Bill read a first time.—Party Processions
(Ireland) Bill read a second time.—Ecclesiastical Commission
]?-ill read a third time.

7tli.—Sunday Trading Bill read a second time and referred
to a sulect committee.

8tli.—Party Processions (Ireland) Bill read a third time and
passed.

11th.—Railway Audit Bill, read a second time.
14th.—Convict Prisons Bill read a second time.
15tli.—Statements respectiuji the Greek Question.
25th.—Master's jurisdiction in Chancery Bill read a first time

;

adjourned to April 11.

House of Commons.—Febniaiy 28.—Parliamentary Reform
;

Mr. Hume's motion negatived.—Leave to bring in Enfranchise-
ment of Copyholds Bill.

March 1.—Parlianieutary Voters (Ireland) Bill considered in
Committee.—Regulation of Deeds (Ireland) Bill read a se(;oud
time.
4.—Parliamentary Voters (Ireland) Bill considered in com-

mittee.

6.— Social Condition of the Working Clas.'ies, Mr. Slaney's
motion witluivawn.—Select Committee on Postal Comrannica-
tion agreed to.—Mr. Mitchell's motion respecting Duties on
Wood used in Shipping carried.

6.—Affirmation Bill read a second time.—Marriages Bill read
a second time.

7th.—Ecclesiastical Commission Bill read a first time.—
Kilrush Union, Mr. Scrope's motion negatived.—Voteby Ballot,
Mr. II. Berkeley's motion negatived.
8.— Supply, Mr. Cobden's resolution debated and negatived.

—
Real Property Conveyance Bill read a second time.

11.—Committee on Army and Navy Estimates.
12.—Mr. H. Drummond's motion for reducing National Ex-

penditure negatived.
13.—County Rates and Expenditure Bill read a second time

Public Libraries and Museums Bill read a secind time.—Leave
given Lord Asliley to bring in bill to amend tlie Factories Act.—Highways Bill read a second time.
15.—Tlie Budget.
18.—Parliamentary Voters (Ireland) Bill in committee.—

Briclc Duties Repeal Bill read a first time.
19.—African Squadron, Mr. Ilutt's motion negatived.
20.—Small Tenements Rating Bill, Smnmary and Larceny

Jurisdiction Bill, in committee.—County Rates Expenditure
Bill, select committee re-mended.

21.—Mutiny Bill read a tliird time and passed.
—Succession

to Real Property, Mr. Locke King's motion negatived.—Pirates
Head Money Repeal Bill passed tlirough Committee.

22.—Australian Colonies Bill, Process and Practice (Ireland)
Bill, and Factories Bill, considered in committee.—Stamp
Duties Bill read a iirst time.

25.—Ducliies of Cornwall and Lancaster, Mr. Trelawney's
motion negatived.—Chief Justices' Salaries Bill iu committee.—
Briclc Duties Bill in committee.

2G.—Adjourned to Sth April.

liiE election of Colonel Frederick Romilly for Canter-

bury, on the 4th, was unopposed ; Mr. Vance, the

protectionist candidate, having retired from the contest

on the previous evening.
A very large meeting was held on the 7th, in thfi
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great room of Exeter Hall, to welcome Dr. Acliilli on
his escape to this country from the dungeons of the

Inquisition at Rome. Mr. Bevan presided; the Rev.

Baptist Noel, and many eminent dissenting ministers,

were on the platform. Dr. Achilli was greeted with

exceeding warmth : he spoke in Italian, and was cheered
often and very generally. The crowd attracted was so

great that the immense hall was not large enough, and
several subsidiary meetings were held in the small

rooms ; Dr. Achilli appearing at each iu turn.

The province of Ulster is described as being in a state

of alarming commotion on the agitated questions of

Tenure and Bent. Incendiary fires are lighted in every
direction, and the tenantry, hitherto esteemed most

respectable and attached, yaiy generally refuse to take

any steps towards checldng the outrage. They hold

meetings and formally
"
deprecate incendiarism ;

" but

complain that the refusal of justice and want of con-

sideration on the part of their landlords have excited the

general discontent, and unhappily led to excesses over

which they possess no control, and for which they
cannot be accountable. Lately, in public meeting, the

tenants of the Marquis of Londonderry—a nobleman
famed as an excellent landlord—refused to affix their

signatures to a document offering a reward for the

apprehension of the parties who burned down some
farm-olfices in the preceding week. It is stated tb.at the

tenant of the farm was compelled to emigrate to

America, and was not allowed the fuU value of his

improvements, worth 500/. ; that a stranger was put
into the fivrm on terms not customary on the estate

;

and that the remonstrances of the tenants on the breach
of custom were unheeded. The tenantry passed a

resolution that the crime "has arisen altogether from
the conduct of our landlord the Marquis of Londonderry,
who refused to accede to the prayers of our repeated
memorials."

NARRATIVE OF LAW AND CTJME.

At the Guildhall, on the 12th February, Fanny
Hainsworth, a young, innocent-looking girl, aged seven-

'

teen, was charged with Stealinrj a Victorine, the pro-

perty of Mr. Moses Solomons, of No. 3, Little Britain.

After hearing the evidence, the magistrate said there

were so many contradictious between father and son,

there was no foundation for the charge, and the pri-
soner was discharged. The solicitor, who appeared for

the girl, now said that he intended charging the son,

Joseph Solomons, with the crime of a rape. He was

accordingly placed in front of the dock. Police Constable
Weljb said that when the girl was originally given in

liis charge she resisted going, and said, "This would
never happen if it had not been for Master Joseph." He
asked what Mxster Joseph had done, and she said he
came to her bed-room at night and had taken improper
liberties with her, and effected his purpose. She called

out, and his sister, who slept in the next room, asked
what was the matter, when Joseph replied that he was

calling the servant up. He did not contradict the girl,
but treated the whole affivir in a light, off-handed man-
ner. She spoke to him, and accused him of coming to

her bed-room on Sunday night, and defied him to deny
it, which he did not. She further added that he passed
something over her eyes and nose, which took her senses

away, and he then ruined her. Alderman ; Until she

charged the son with ruining her, was any charge of

felony made against her ?—Webb : None whatever. The
girl also in the presence of Mrs. Solomons told me she
had informed her of her son's conduct, and that Mrs.
Solomons said,

"
Well, I suppose he did not kill you."A remand for further evidence was granted. When

brought up again on the 20th, it was proved the girl had
been taken out of the way. The magistrate, therefore,
remanded the case until she was forthcoming, and
increased the bail to two sureties of lOOZ., and defendant
2001. On the 27th, new evidence was produced, and the

girl corroborated her previous statements with some
reluctance. The case was again remanded to the 2nd of

March, when it appeared the culprit had left for the
continent the night previous. The bail was estreated,
and a warrant issued for his apprehension.

In the Bankruptcy Court, on the 2nd, Mr. Edward
Thomas Delafield, late of the Covent Garden Opera,
applied for his Certificate. On his behalf, Mr. Lewis
strove hard for a "first-class" certificate; intimating
that Mr. Delafield has prospects among his wealthy
connexions, and that his intention is to put aside half of
whatever property he may hereafter become possessed
of, that the creditors may be paid ten shillings in the

pound beyond what they have received. On behalf of
the creditors, Mr. Lawrence assented to the application.
Mr. Commissioner Fane applauded the arrangement for

the further payment of ten shillings in the pound, but
felt insuperable difficulties in the way of granting a first-

class or even a second-class certificate. If such certifi-

cates (he observed) are awarded in any but meritorious
or at least blameless cases, they will be degraded in the
distinction they confer. Mr. Delafield had entered
business with a very large capital

—
100,000/. ;

had
squandered that capital in a very short time, and had
incurred 33,000/. of debts, against which the present
assets are but 3/. 14s. (id. It cannot be shown that he
acted with prudence and a due regard to the interests of

his creditors
;
or that he stopped payment at the proper

time while there were still assets for distribution. He
went on with a clearly losing concern, paying some
creditors in full at the expense of those who now get

nothing ;
and up to the very eve of his bankruptcy he

was living in a style of extraordinary and very unbe-

coming splendour. A certificate of the third class was

accortUngly awarded.
At the Newcastle Assizes, on the 4th, an action for

breach of promise of marriage was tried; Mr. James
Nicholson, organ-builder of the town, plaintiff, and Mrs.

Mary Turnbull, late Miss Parkin, of Etherby, with her

husband, defendant. The plaintiff' was a widower,
thirty years of age, with children

;
and the defendant a

sijinster of twenty-two, who had inherited considerable

property from her father, lately deceased. The evi-

dence of the promise of marriage appeared in coiTe-

spondenee of a singularly unimpassioned character,
wherein the young lady authorised the purchase of a

waistcoat with studs, the ring and cake, and the licence.

The plaintiff proved that he had been to some charges
in carrying out these directions. At the last moment.
Miss Parkin broke her promise, and suddenly married
Mr. Turnbnll, a former lover. The defence made by
Mr. Sergeant Wilkins admitted the breach of promise,
and aimed only at a mitigation of the damages : founded
on insinuations that the match had been a money-
hunting one, into which the defendant was drawn by
importunity, and on the trivial character of the losses

which the plaintiff' had suffered. The verdict of the

Jury was for the plaintiff, with a farthing damages.
Rees Hopkins, boatman, and Ambrose Davies, were

indicted at Swansea, on the 5th, for a burglary in. the

house of William Jones at Llanwonno, near Cardiff, on
the night of the 21t.h of December. The curious feature

of thi i case was, that the prisoners had invited a lad to

sleep with them in a certain hay-loft on the night of

the burglary, with the view of securing his testimony to

prove an alibi in ease they were charged with the crime.

This lad was the principal witness against them. It

appeared that after the youth had fallen asleep, the two

prisoners stealthily left the hay-loft on their burglarious

expedition. On awaking, he found them gone, but
their bundles had been left behind. In a short time

they returned, and he (pretending to be still asleep)
heard them conversing about the robbery. Other wit-

nesses examined, proved that the prisoners had disposed
of clothes and other articles stolen from prosecutor's

house, at Cardiff and other places. Hopkins (agahist
whom a previous conviction was proved) was sentenced

to seven years' transportation ;
Davies to fifteen months'

hard labour.

Edmund Henry Simmonds, late the relieving-offieer

of the Southampton Union, was indicted at the AVin-

chester Assi/es on the 6th, for the Manxluiightcr of

Elizabeth Biggs, a pauper, by refusing shelter and food

in her urgent need, whereby she died of cold and star-

vation. The facts appeared in our first number. In

favour of the prisoner, it was proved—that he was a very
humane man

;
that Briggs was unknown to him by her

own name, and was not recognised as
"
Harris," under



which name she had before been relieved ;
that impostors

had been numerous
;
that Biggs did not appear seriously-

ill to an unprofessional eye ;
and that the officer's duty,

as to the discretion he might exercise, had not been

clearly defined. Without waiting to deliberate, the

jury found the prisoner
" Not guilty," and assured him

that he -svas honourably acquitted.

Mary Savill, a woman of thirty-one, was tried at the

Chelmsford Assizes, on the Gth, for Firing a Stack of
Oats at Great Chishall. Last year, the grand jury

ignored the bill against the woman, and she was dis-

charged ;
she thought this was the same as an acquittal,

and she avowed her guilt ; this led to her second arrest,

and the present trial. She was convicted. Sentence,
seven years' transportation. H. Hitchcock, a young
fellow who had been before convicted of felony, was
found guilty of Firing a Farm at Braintrce, whereby a

large amount of property was destroyed. The sentence

was fourteen j-ears' transportation ;
for which the impu-

dent culprit thanked the judge.
AV. J. R. Smith, formerly a clerk in the Admiraltj',

and Charles Niblett, were indicted at the New Court, on
the 7th, for Forging and Uttering Certain Pajiers,

whereby they obtained money from the Admiralty.
This was the case where the government was defrauded

by forged papers purporting to be signed by secretaries

of colonies authorising the conveyance of distressed

seamen to England, on which the Admiralty pay money
for their subsistence during the voyage. Smith pleaded

guilty to stealing a book the property of the Queen.
The case was not proceeded with as regards Niblett,
since it was apparent that he was only the servant of

Smith ; and the plea of the latter with respect to the

larceny seems to have rendered the prcssivig of the

indictment unnecessary. He was sentenced to two years'

imprisonment.
On the 7th, Elizabeth Higgins was tried for Attempt-

ing to Murder her Three Cldldren by drowning them
in the Regent's Canal. The distressing details of this

case were recounted in our last number. It was elicited

in cross-examination that the poor woman was sober

and well-conducted
;
her children appeared to be clean

and carefully kept. In his address to the jury for the

defence, her counsel urged that their verdict must be
"
Insanity," or " Not Guilty." He thought they might

well give the latter ; in her desperation at the neglect
and brutality of her husband, the woman had jimiped
into the water without any definite intention to destroy
her children and herself. The judge, in summing-up,
warned the jury against adopting such a view of their

duty. A verdict was at once returned of " Not guilty,
on the ground of the jury's belief that at the time the
act was committed the prfsoncr was in a state of tem-

porary insanity." Some doubt arose whether this

verdict was tantamotmt to one of simply
" Not guilty;"

and the matter was reserved for the decision of the
Criminal Court of Appeal, the woman to be detained
in the meantime.
James Boag, a man respectably connected, and for-

merly in the Bank of England, was tried at Chelmsford
on the 7th, for altering the JRegistcr of a Marriage,
and a book kept at St. Runwald's, Colchester

;
a

felonious offence. The alleged object was to gain an

advantage in a lawsuit respecting 10,000/., left by a

man deceased, in which Boag was one of the parties
concerned. The case was fully made out. The counsel
for the defence urged that there was no motive for the
act imputed : the register had been seen by numbers of

persons before it was said to be altered, and the register
itself was kept with much laxncss. The prisoner was

convicted, and the sentence deferred.
The decision of the Judicial Committee of the Privy

Council in the case of Gorliam v. the Bishop of Exeter
was delivered on the 8th, in presence of a crowded
audience of distinguished persons ;

Lord Langdale read
the written judgment of the court, and stated that
Vice-Chanccllor Knight Bruce was the only dissentient.

It was to the effect
" that the doctrine held by Mr.

Gorham is not contrary or repugnant to the declared
doctrine of the Church of England as by law established

;

and that IMr. Gorham ought not, by reason of the doc-
trine held by him, to have been refused admission to

the vicarage of Brampford Speke :

"
therefore, that the

sentence of the Arches Court of Canterbury ought to
be reversed

;
and that it ought to be declared that the

Lord Bishop of Exeter has not shown sufficient cause

why he did not institute Mr. Gorham to the said

vicarage ;
and finally, that the cause be remitted to the

Arches Court,
"
to the end that right and justice may

there be done."
At the Assizes at Swansea, on the 8th, Mr. Rhys, an

engineer, obtained a verdict of 1500/. against Messrs.

Hall, manufacturers of gunpowder and gun-cotton, for

having invited him to witness an experiment with gun-
cotton, and managing it so carelessly that an Explosion
took place and he lost his sight. The damages were
laid at 10,000/.
At the Lambeth Court on the 9th, 0. I. Hairby, a

surgeon, appeared on afi AJfiliation Summons. The pro-
secuting counsel stated that in all his professional expe-
rience ho did not recollect one of a more dastardly or
heartless description. In the year 1813, Rhoda South-

gate, entered the service of the father of the defendant,
a medical gentleman, carrying on his profession in

Marlborough-place, Walworth-road, and remained there
till about six months ago, when her pregnancy was dis-

covered, and she was turned out of the house. For some
time the defendant paid his addresses to her. Under the
most solemn assurance of making her his wife, he suc-

ceeded in seducing her ;
the result was the birth of a female

child. The poor girl, from her wages of 10/. a year, had
managed to save 30/., and every farthing of this the de-

fendant borrowed, so that when turned out she became
penniless, and being ashamed to return to her family,
had it not been for the humanity of others, must have

perished from want. The Magistrate— (to the defend-

ant)
—"

Well, is it your intention to fulfil your promise
to the young woman?" Defendant (in a diawling
tone)

—"No, Sir; you know circumstances make a

great change in feelings and dispositions."
"
Yes, I

suppose the change took place in yours when you suc-

ceeded in seducing this poor girl, and borrowing the
whole of her money. What are you ?" "I have been

brought up to the medical profession, but I am, at pre-

sent, a warehouseman in Wood-street. I don't deny
that the child is mine, but the greater part of the money
I gave back." This the young woman denied on her

oath, and declared she had not a single penny of the 30/.

returned. The magistrate said—" There can be no
doubt that j'ou rolibed this poor woman of her virtue,
her money (for I call it a robbery), and her honesty, in

refusing to marry her. Your conduct has been most

heartless, and I shall make an order for the highest
amount allowed by Act of Parliament." The magis-
trate also expressed a hope that proceedings would be
taken in the County Court for the payment of the bor-

rowed money, and the solicitor replied that he should
lose no time in doing so.

W. Smith, apprentice to Mr. Pope, tea-dealer, Fins-

bury-pavement, and John M'Nay, errand-lad, were

charged at Guildhall, on the 10th, with Absconding
from their Master's Service. A constable of the Detec-
tive Force had brought them vip from Biggleswade,
where they had been detained on suspicion of having
committed some offence, as they were each armed with
a pistol and a dirk, and had a greater supply of cash

than might be expected from persons of their appearance.
Mr. Pope accounted for the possession of the implements
of death, by stating that the mind of his apprentice had
been poisoned by reading novels of which robbers were
the heroes, and he had no doubt from the purchases they
had made that they had resolved to become villains of

that class. He had run away for a few days on a former

occasion, when he lurked about on the country roads
;

but upon voluntarily returning, and begging forgiveness,

complainant received him again into his house. Mr.

Pope said he did not mean to press any charge against
the errand-boy, and as to the apprentice he was willing
to receive him again if he would solemnly pledge him-
self to the magistrate that he would never ofl'end again.
On obstinately" refusing to do this, he was committed to

work on the cranks at Bridewell, for three montlis.

A melancholy .S'H«e«/c has taken place aiWoolnich.
About six months ago, a publican residiii,' tl ere, in a

respectable way of business, together wi;h i is son, a

promising young man, about 24 years of tige, were
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charged with carting and removing several cart load of

bricks belonging to the railway company, and depositing
them on the premises of the father ;

and after an exami-
nation before the magistrate, they were sentenced, the

father to undergo an imprisonment with hard labour for

eighteen months, and the son to six months' and hard

labour. The son's imprisonment expired on the 8th,

whereupon he immediately returned to the inn kept by
his father, and resumed his avocation of waiting upon
the customers as usual, and whilst so doing on the

12th one of them incautiously made use of the expres-

sion,
" How about the bricks !

" which appeared to have
such an effect upon the mind of the young man, that he

immediately repaired to a shed at the back part of the

building, and living himself. He continued hanging,
until his family, missing him, made a search, when he
was found. He was immediately cut down, and medical

assistance promptly procured, but life had been extinct

for some time.

The Worship Street Court was crowded on the 13th

by a large number of persons, amongst whom were

many well dressed women, anxious to be present at the

adjourned hearing of a summons against William

Calcraft, the public executioner, issued by the parish
officers of the Withara Union, in Essex, for Refusing
to Support his aged Mother, an inmate of that work-
house. Not making his appearance at the hour ap-

pointed, the magistrates directed a warrant to be issued

for the appreliension of the defendant, but he shortly
after entered the court ; and his mother, Sarah Calcraft,
who was compelled by her infirmities to be seated

during the examination, was then called, and stated

that she was seventy-four years of age, and having be-

come totally destitute, was constrained to throw herself

upon the parish. She had previously addressed three

letters to the defendant, requesting assistance, but had
not received anything from him, and he had not even
answered one of her communications, although in

circumstances to support her, as in addition to the

salary he received from the corporation, he carried on
the trade of a boot and shoemaker.—The magistrate
asked the defendant if he had any reasonable grounds to

assign for refusing to contribute to his mother's main-
tenance ?—Defendant : Well, I should be very happy
to support her if it was in my power, but it is not ; and
as to what she says about the profits I derive from my
shoemaking business, I can assure you that I have not
earned a penny at that for a great number of weeks. I

admit that I receive a guinea a-week from the City ;

but that is all we have to live upon ;
and when you

deduct out of that is. 5d. for rent and the cost of a

Sunday's dinner, you wQl find that there is not much
left.—Magistrate : Well, you are clearly liable for the

support of your mother, and I feel it my duty to make
an order upon you for the sura of 3x. per week.—De-
fendant; Ah, but you'll never get it from me. I can't

pay it
;
and if you do, I must run in debt, I suppose.

—
The magistrate continued : I shall make an order upon
you for the sum of 3s. per week for your mother's sup-
port, together with the costs attendant upon the present
proceedings.

—Defendant: Oh, very well; you may
make your order if you like, but it 's out of my power.—The order was about to be made, when the defendant
turned round sharply upon the relieving officer, and

said,
"
Well, now, suppose I took my mother to keep

myself, what would you allow me for her ? Come,
that 's the point. Certainly, if you allow me something
for her, I may be able to get on perhaps.

—The officer

expressed his belief that the mother would prefer being
in the union.—The mother : Oh dear, yes ;

I should not

be alive a week in London, whereas I should be safe in

the country if they even left me upon the common. I

prefer being in the workhouse, for I am very com-
fortable there.—The defendant thereupon leant over to

his mother, expressing his willingness to take care of

her, and, with apparent feeling, told her that he was

very sorry she should have to come there
; and, upon

the order being made, and one of the officers coming
forward to raise her out of the chair, the defendant

pushed him aside, and gently raising htr, with his arm
round her waist, supported lier out of the court.

At Stafford Assizes, on the 16th, Benjamin Griffiths

was tried for bigamy. He was married to his first wife

in 1840. She confessed that she had committed adultery
with her husband's nephew. He thereupon refused to
live with her, took away his three children, placed them
with a person whom he employed to take care of them,
and went to America. He returned in 1847 ;

and mar-
ried a second wife, his first being then alive and charge-
able to the parish. The overseers applied to him to
maintain her, and summoned him before the magistrates
for not doing so

;
but the magistrates upon hearing the

case dismissed the summons against him, and thereupon
the parish authorities instituted the present prosecution.
Mr. Baron Piatt told the jury, that it was a shameful
prosecution, and was evidently only instituted by the
parish authorities as a kind of screw to compel an honest

hard-working man to support a prostitute wife. How-
ever, a breach of the law had clearly been committed,
and the jury must therefore find the prisoner guilty.
The jury thereupon returned a verdict of "

Guilty,"
with the observation that they thought it

" a very hard
case." Mr. Baron Piatt—" Everybody must think so:
it is a shameful perversion of the law. Prisoner, you
are fined one shilling, and discharged ; and the parish
must pay for the prosecution." The prisoner paid the
fine, and left the dock.
At the village of Claytou-on-the-heights, near Halifax,

on the 16th, a young man named Abraham Jessop Sliot
his Wife, to whom he had only recently been married,
and afterwards Bleic out his oion Brains. Both were
about twenty-five years of age, and though married but
a few months, were living apart in consequence of
domestic differences arising from Jessop's habits of intoxi-
ication. Jessop had latterly desired a reconciliation, but
failing, sought an interview on the 16th, with a view to

putting a period to all future strife, by murdering his

wife, and afterwards destroying himself. After taking
several glasses of ardent spirits at a public house to keep
up his courage, he entered the house where his wife

resided, and found her in the presence of her mother
and sister. He asked her to accompany him to the door
for a private conversation, but she declined. He
attempted to induce her to listen to him in another
room. This she also refused, and he then took from
one of his coat pockets a pistol, and discharged it with
the muzzle almost close to her person. The ball took
effect in the left breast, but missed the heart. Before

any attempt at interference could be made, he drew a
second pistol, and placing the muzzle under his right
ear, discharged the contents through his head. The
unfortunate wife ran to the door, and sank upon the

causeway in a state of insensibility. She was after-
wards carried to bed, and surgical aid being procured
and the wounds staunched, she still survives. It is

feared, however, that the ball has passed throxigh a
portion of the lungs, and that she cannot ultimately
recover. The wound which Jessop inflicted on himself
was mortal. He fell upon the floor, and expired, his
skull being fearfully shattered.

A double Murder was perpetrated on the 17th, at

Juniper Green, a village about five miles from Edin-
burgh. Dr. Wilson, a medical practitioner, resided
with his aged mother in the village, a servant they
employed sleeping at another house. A man named
Pearson, who has been subject to fits of insanity, and
had been confined in a lunatic asylum for four years,
went last Sunday night to Dr. Wilson's for medicine ;

the servant left him in the house—departing in some
apprehension from the strange conduct of the man.
Early next morning. Dr. Wilson and his mother were
found dead, and horribly mangled, on tlie fioor of the
lower apartments. Pearson was found upstairs in Mrs.
Wilson's bed, naked, and fast asleep. When awakened,
one of his exclamations was,

" Here I am
; quite clean,

you see !

" He had burnt his clothes; somo remnants
of which, his watch, and other articles, were found in a

grate. His whole manner indicated insanity : he had
recently had fits of madness ; sometimes he was friendly
towards Dr. Wilson, and sometimes the reverse. Dr.
Vv'ilson was a vigorous middle-aged man ;

his mother
was eighty -six years old.

At Exeter Assizes, on the 20th, Thomas King was
found guilty of Attempting to Murder his aged Fatlier
and his lu)usekeeper, with the object of effecting a

robbery. On the 12th of February, he had gone to his
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father's, at'Fordcr, and had supper ;
when he thought

the old man was asleep, he went to his bedroom, cut

him with a sharp instrument, beat him with the kitchen-

poker, and left him senseless. Then he went to the

housekeeper's room, saying his father was ill
;
as soon

as the woman opened the door, he felled her with the

poker; and proceeded to rifle the house. He was
taken at Plymouth next day, while attempting to sell

his father's watch. The mangled victims subsequently
revived a little

; they were brought to the Sessions in a

spring-van, quite helpless, and presented a pitiable

spectacle. He was sentenced to transportation for life.

The Rev. Henry Mccres, successor to Mr. Whiston as

head-master of the Grammar School at Rochester, was
summoned before the magistrates, on the 20th, and fined

'M., with '26s. costs, for unmercifully Beating and Mis-

using One of his Pupils.
In an action at Maidstone Assizes, on the 21st,

brought by Miss Jane Emma Adams against Mr. Richard

Gibbs, to recover damages for a Breach of Promise of
Marriage, the defendant pleaded a special plea

—that

after making the promise of maiTiage to Miss Adams,
he learned that she was suffering from an "incurable
disease called consumption," which would render her
" unable to perform the duties of a wife." Mr. Gibbs was
a neighbour of the plaintiff's father at Wateringbury,
knew her from her infancy up, and made her a regular
offer, with a full knowledge of her circumstances, in

August, 1848, at which time she was twenty-four and
he forty-eight. The licence was bought and the day
fixed ; but on the day of signing settlements the defen-

dant disappeared, fled to America, and never reappeared
till October, 1849, when he was found in London. It

seems that two sisters of the plaintiff died young, of

consumption, and that a brother went abroad to escape
it. The medical attendant of the plaintiff admitted his

having administered cod's-liver oil and other remedies

very suitable for consumption, but said the plaintiff had
not been ill of that disease. Several eminent London

physicians, who had attended the plaintiff, were in

court, attending the cause, but were not examined ;

neither plaintiff uor defendant called for their evidence.
The jury gave a verdict of 800/.

At Exeter, on the 22ud, Robert Curtis Bird and Sarah

Bird, his wife, were indicted for the Wilful Murder of

Mary Ann Parsons, a parish apprentice, by striking and

beating her to death. The particulars of this revolting
case were given in our January number. For the de-

fence it was urged, that tlie immediate cause of death
was a fall or blow—most likely the former: if a fall,

neither party was guilty ;
if a blow, there was nothing

at all to fix the guilt on both of the prisoners, or either

one more than the other. This view received the sanc-

tion of Mr. Justice Talfourd in his summing-up. In
order to maintain an indictment for murder or man-
slaughter, it must be made out that the unlawful act

was the cause of death. The cause of death was an

injury to tlie head by a fall or blow : the jury could not

leap in the dark, and in the absence of proof infer that
a blow was struck, or if struck, dealt by either one pri-
soner rather than the other. If the death had been
caused by privation or wartt of food, the male prisoner
alone woidd be responsible ;

if a long succession of

wrongs had caused the death, there would be a case
;

but the medical testimony failed to estabhsh either such
case. The prisoners must therefore be acquitted. On
this direction the jury returned a verdict of " Not
guilty."
At Lambeth Police Office, on the 23rd, Mr. George

Waddington attended to explain continued Ill-conduct
towards his !<on, the Reverend John Waddington, a

Wesleyan mmister. About a month ago, Mr" Wad-
dington was charged by his son with annoying him

;
and

he was held to bail. Mr. Waddington, it then appeared,
complained in his turn of the conduct of his three sons,
aU ministers of religion, who would not render him that

necuniary aid wliich was well in their power; in conse-

Huence, he annoyed his son John at his chapel, and
went to his house in Surrey Square, and there wrote

defamatory sentcuecs with chalk on the pavement. Tne
son stated to the magistrate, that his father had some
years ago deserted his mother, to live with another
woman

; leaving his family to struggle on as they might

He now allowed him IDs. a-month, which was as much
as he could afford. The father was in prison for some
time

;
but having got bail, he recommenced the annoy-

ance. Mr. Norton sent for him to point out again the

impropriety of his conduct, and to warn him from con-

tinuing it. The remonstrance, however, seemed to

make no impression on Waddington, who threatened to

persist in annoying his son.

Alexander Moil-, a baker, of Biydges-street, Covent-

garden, has been charged with Wilfully causing the

Death of his Wife, by most cruel beatings. It appears
that Moir and his wife have been constantly quarrelling.

Lately a lodger heai-d them scuffling in their bedi-oom,
and Mrs. Moir's voice saying,

" You'U Idll me, you'll

surely kill me!" Moir's voice replied, "I'll murder
you before I've done with you !

" A boy's voice was
then heard—"

Oh, father, don't kill mother ! you'll kill

my mother!" A journeyman heard a noise in their

bedroom, which was over his bed, as of dragging about
on the floor, and he heard Moir talking "very fero-

cious." When he called liis master up, he saw Mrs.

Moir, and perceived that her face and neck were swelled,
and she was crj'ing. On Saturday morning, the 23rd,
Mrs. Moir's female cousin saw her repeatedly struck
and kicked by her husband : he refused leave for her to

lie down an hour, though she had been up all night,
and was ill. In the afternoon he was ofl'ended at some
act in the business, and again boxed her ears very
heavily ;

in a few minutes after she swooned ; he pre-
vented the shopman from lifting her up, saying, with
an epithet, "Let her lie—let her come to herself!

" She
recovered enough to say to her cousin,

"
I am in a fit,

and a vei-y bad one ; pray, for God's sake, don't leave

me," and again swooned. Moir exclaimed, she should
never lie on a bed of his again ; but, after some hours,
her cousin pei'suaded him to let her be put on a bed.

She lingered insensible till Monday, and died. Mr.

Watkins, a surgeon, has given evidence, that he was
called on Sunday, and the case was then evidently a

fatal one. On a post-mortem examination he found the

body covered with bruises and wounds. The Injuries
were caused by blows, and those blows had been tlie

cause of death. Moir was examined at Bow-street and
remanded on the charge of murder. On the 27th, a
Coroner's jury sat, and after hearing evidence, found
a verdict of "

Manslaughter against the husband." On
the 28th the inquiry at Bow-street was continued.

Some facts appeared which suggested that the assault

of Saturday was committed in a great passion, and that

Moir thought his wife was drunk. On her death he
was at first unaffected, but subsequently

" much cut

up." The magistrate committed him to be tried for

murder.
At Wor-ship Sh-eet Police Office, on the 27th, AV. S.

Jenkins and Charles Pound were examined on a charge
of obtaining SOOi. from Mr. Newman, a colour-manufac-

turer in Hoxton, by i^;-a!/c?M&«i Pretences. A prelimi-

nary examination had taken place before. Pound, who
falsely pretended that he was an attorney, was intro-

duced to Mr. Newman by that gentleman's nephew ;

he represented that Jenkins, a very young man, was
about to come into 20,000/. under a will,—producing
what appeared to be a legal copy of a will

;
and by this

and other means induced Mr. Ne%vman to lend money
and bills to Jenkins, who was inti-oduced to him. It

appeared subsequently, that Jenkins only had a claim

to a small property, now undergoing a process of litiga-

tion which would most likely consume it aU. The copy
of the will mentioning 20,000/. was a fraud. The case

was further adjourned ;
the magistrate requiring heavy

bail.

At the Mansion House, on the 27th, Rose Hunt,
aged 19, was brought before Alderman Gibbs, on a

charge of having attempted to commit Suicide.
_

The
unfortunate creature had been for f )ur years living a

wretched life of prostitution in the eastern parts of

London. Her histoi-v presents a melancholy example
of the way in which the streets of London are replen-
ished witii victims.—Rose Hunt is the daughter of a

person who once kept a respectable inn in a country
town, but who has become so rcdutcd as to be now

dependent upon parochial relief. About four years ago,
when only 15 years of age, she met a young woman at a
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fair in Sufl'olk, who endeavoured to win her confidence-

By means of this female she was introduced into a house
of ill-fame, seduced, and eventually brought by her to

London. She was taken to a low concert room in

Tower-hill, and left to a course of prostitution amongst
the lowest class of the waterside district. About nine
months ago, as she wandered about one Sunday after-

noon, she saw the door of a chapel open, and went in

to rest. What she there heard of mercy for the vilest

sinners, made such an impression as to render her most

unhappy under the course of Life she had been pursuing.
At last, existence became intolerable, and she resolved

to put an end to it.—-Alderman : I have been told by
the chaplain that you are truly penitent, and that you
detest the Life you have been leading.

—The defendant :

I would prefer death at this instant.—Alderman : Very
well. You shall be protected. I shall refer you to the

Ladies' Patronage Committee, with a view to your re-

ception into the Elizabeth Fry llefuge for the present.
I trust it will be stated in the newspapers, that the

wretch who was the cause of all this calamity is now at

Norwich, engaged in the same dreadful traffic of seduc-

tion.—The defendant : May God bless you for saving me.
At the Liverpool Assizes, on the 28th, Dr. Nolan,

minister of a congregation of Independents at Man-
chester, appeared us plaintiff in An Action of Slander

against one Pcttigrcw, for stating in the presence of a

person named Ford, that Dr. Nolan had seduced certain

female members, and had given medicine to one to pre-
vent the consequences. There had been religious .strife

in Dr. Nolan's congregation ;
he had resigned, and been

re-elected minister ; aftenvards it had been found that
the re-election was not legal in form, and a heated can-

vassing and contest arose. It was in the coiu-se of this

agitation that the defendant made the statement com-
plained of. The defendant was a respectable serious

man, and had made his statement in good faith, privately,
to Mr. Ford, as a person holding office in the congrega-
tion and having- weight in the election. The defence
was double,

—that the communication was privileged ;

and that it was true. The evidence was contradictory :

some scandalous facts were sworn to on the one hand,
and denied on the other. But the Judge ruled that the
communication (tas privileged ; and a verdict was given
for the defendant.

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT
DISASTER.

AND

An Explosion and Fire occurred on the 4th, at the

Naphtha Manufactory of Mr. James Bapty, chemist, New
Wortley. To prevent the disagreeable fumes generated
in making naphtha, Mr. Bapty had a pipe fixed, by which

they were conveyed from the still into a taU chimney ;

the pipe was defective, and a new one was ordered, but
had not been got ready. Meanwhile the old pipe had been

repaired, and all went on safely, till about ten minutes
before six o'clock on the evening of the 4th, when, in

discharging the still, a quantity of the gaseous product
escaped through chinks in the pipe, and as the fire had
only been partially extinguished, in an instant a violent

explosion took place. The roof of the building was
lifted up perpendicularly, and the flames were forced
out laterally for several yards, and Mr. Bapty, Mr. John
Brook, and two persons, named Joseph Wrigley and
John Williamson, enveloped in a sheet of fire, had to

make their way out of it as best they could. A larger
building, to which that in which the explosion took

place forms a wing, was also set on fire. BIr. Brook, one
of the injured parties, expired on the Gth.

A young woman, Mai-y Donnellan, of Rinana, left the
Ennis Fever Hospital on the 7th, and endeavoured to

crawl home, faint and fasting, a distance of 10 miles ;

she got into some kind of a wretched old hovel, where
she was found next day. Dead ofHunger and Exhaustion,
and her face eaten away by rats.

On the afternoon of the 11th, a series of Terrific

Explosions occurred in tlie powder-mills belonging to

Messrs. Curtis and Harvey, the well-known gunpowder
manufacturers and contractors at Hounslow. Eight
lives were lost, and two other men seriously injured.
At the time of the explosion, there were no less than

150 men employed about the works. The works were
insured, but not for accidents of this kind—the insu-
rance companies would not take them on any terms to
run the risk of explosions.
The immense warehouses of Messrs. J. P. Westhead

and Co., in PiccadiUy-street, Manchester, were wholly
Destroyed by Fire on the night of the 13th. 'The

building, erected twelve or thirteen j'ears ago, was an
exceedingly fine pile of warehouses, forming the centre
of a block of shops and warehouse fronting the Royal
Infirmary. The fire occurred under very extraordinary
circumstances. The packers and some of the ware-
housemen and clerks were engaged in making up some
heavy orders for goods to go by railway, till after eleven
o'clock at night. On leaving the premises, the clerk
whose duty it was to examine the various rooms to see
that all was safe, called another young man to accom-
pany him, and, together, they made the interior circuit
of the interior of the warehouse, leaving it under the

persuasion that all was safe. Yet scarcely had the

youth who carried the keys to their usual place of deposit
for the night, less than two miles distant, reached there,
when he was overtaken with the alarm that the premises
were on tire. The fire is supposed to have bi-oken out in
the top storey, or top storey but one, and was discovered
a little before twelve o'clock, but from what it originated
is not known. Property worth more than 100,00"0/.,was

destroyed, and the insurance reached but 82,000/. The
buildings had five shafts piercing each floor, and covered

by a dome skylight. When the glass was desti'oycd,.
'"each of the series of openings through the floors

under them acted as immense flues, through which a
resistless draught of air rushed up : they became centres
of heat, roaring and spouting forth fire like so many
volcanoes; rolls of ribands, and the remnants of partially
consumed lighter goods, drawn within the vortex of
these centres, were shot up into the air like rockets."

One fireman was killed, and another mortally wounded,
by falling walls, after the tire.

On the 16th, an Explosion of Fire-damp took place
at Messrs. Evans and Turners' colliery, in Haydock.
The explosion occurred in what is called the " Rock-

pit," and thirteen persons were either burned or

smothered to-death, some of them being literally bui'ned
to a cinder. Eleven of the parties were working in a
drift 1000 yards from the pit-eye, without any con-

ductor, when the explosion took place ;
all of whom,

were burned to death. Two others were working about
120 yards nearer the pit-eye, and they, on hearing the

explosion, rushed into the face of the fire, instead of

making to the pit-eye. The men were allowed safety-

lamps, if they thought proper to use them ; but there

appears to have been no restriction against working with
naked candles, although the men had to run away from
the fii'e only the day before.

Miss Paul, daughter of Mr. Walter Paul, of High-
grove, near Tetbury, was accidentally Burnt to Death on
the 20th. On that evening, Mr. Paul gave a ball pre-
vious to his sou. Captain Paul, leaving homo to join his

regiment. At about nine o'clock Miss Paul retired from
the ball-room

; having an attack of tic doloureux, she

in'occedcd up stairs to her own room. It is supposed
she fainted as she proceeded from one room to the other,
the lighted candle fell from her hand, and her dress,

composed of white lace, rapidly ignited, and the young
lady was instantly enveloped in flames. She endea-
voured to extinguish the fire by throwing a basin of

water over herself, and her screams alarmed the at-

tendants ;
but before their cil'orts could subdue the

flames she was so severely burnt as to leave no hopes of

recovery, and thi'ce days after she expired.
Ten iiersons were Foisoiied at Stow Bardolpli, in Nor-

folk, on the 20th. The family, consisting of Mr. and
Mrs. Page, their son, Mr. Page's two sisters, a governess,
a man servant, and three female servants, sat down to

breakfast, and partook of tea, sweetened by some white

sugar, purchased at Dowuham by Mrs. Page. After

ih-inking the tea, Mr. Page complained that he felt sick,

and attributed it to the sugar. It was then e.\amined,

and a few particles of white substance were discovered

in the basin. One of the females present remarked that

it was very likely that the stufl' was put iu to cheapen



the sugar, and it was determined that it should only be

used for puddings. At dinner a iruit pudding was
served up, and the sugar was again used. Immediately
after dinner, the whole of the family was seized with

symptoms of poisoning, and e.xperienced dreadful agony.
Mr. Page died in the course of the night, and the

medical gentleman in attendance has since reported the

death of his son. Hopes are entertained that the other

members of the family and the servants, all of whom are

still very ill, will recover.

Early on the morning of the 20th, Miss Craven, the

daughter of Mr. Craven, solicitor, of Bristol, about

eighteen years of age, went out for a walk on Durdham
Down, just above St. Vincent's llocks. Unfortunately
she approached too near the edge of the down, and, be-

ing near-sighted, s/y;i/jerfy)'om the Edge of the Cliff, and
fell to the bottom of the chasm below, at least 200 feet.

Two persons happened at the moment to be walking at

the foot of the cliff, and obser\-ing her fall, hastened to

the spot, but found only a heap of mangled remains.
The beautiful parish church of St. Anne, Limehouse,

was Totally Destroyed by Fire on the 29th. The fire

originated in the chamber between the ceiling and the

roof, where a heated flue-pipe emerged to the air. The
two attendants who discovered it, about eight in the

morning, alarmed the parishioners by an irregular

tolling of all the bells, and in a short time a large mul-
titude hastened to the spot. All endeavours to check
the flames were futile, from the great height at which

they raged ;
so efforts were confined to the saving of

muniments, sacred paraphernalia, and valuable orna-
ments. The great central chandelier had scarcely been
removed when the ceiling of the nave fell in. The con-

flagration then assumed an aspect of imposing grandeur;
flames rushed in eddying streams from the side-windows,
and chased up the steeple to a vast height in the air,

with a terrific roaring and succession of crackling re-

ports. The organ stood a long time, apparently \inat-

tacked
;
at last its pipes were seen to give way, melted

by the furnace heat of the air which rushed through
them ; suddenly the framework was enveloped in flame,
and tlien in a short time the whole was destroyed. As
the belfry was reached and the machinery consumed,
the bells fell with a crash and shock that shook the
earth. Ultimately, the bare walls, the steeple, and the
calcined columns that once gracefully lifted the ceiling,
were alone left standing. So completely is everything
combustible destroyed, that the debris now covers the
floor to a depth of some two or three feet. St. Anne's
Church was one of Hawksmoor's most beautiful works

;

the date of its building was 1712, the cost about 35,000/.
There is an insurance to the amount of about 5,000/.
Mr. Lowndes, Judge of the Liverpool County Court,

was accidentally Drowned on Sunday night, the 31st.

He was awaiting with his sou the arrival of the Sea-
combe steamer

; and, as it ueared the landing-stage, he
moved as if to step on board, but missed his footing, and
fell into the rapidly flowing tide. His son rushing for-

ward, was seized by the skirts, but lie tore away instantly
and dived after his father, without success. The son was
rescued a long distance down the stream.

SOCIAL, SANITARY, AND MUNICIPAL
PROGRESS.

Ihe renewed Ten-hours Act Agitation proceeds with
vigour in the manufacturing districts of Lancashire and
the West Riding of Yorkshire.—At Manchester, a
second meeting of delegates from the Lancashire opera-
tives was held on the 24th, and a meeting of the power-
loom over-lookers of ]\Ianchester and Salford was held
on the 26th of February. At the delegate meeting,
which was large and earnest, it was resolved to intrust
the conduct of the proposed bill to Lord Ashley, and to

request Lord J ohn Manners and Mr. George Bankes to

give him their aid and influence. The meeting of over-
lookers resolved, in very determined spirit, to hold no
parley or communication with any man or set of nton
who would depart from ten hours' labour on five days
in the week and eight on Saturday.—At Oldham, a

large public meeting, called on the requisition of 745

householders, was held under the chairmanship of Mr.
Alderman Taylor, (the Mayor being ill,) on the 25th.
A show of hands was taken on the question of ten hours
or eleven hours, and the opinion was unanimous in
favour of ten. A letter was read from Mr. W. J. Fox,
M.P. for Oldham, expressing his opinion that the deci-

sion of the Court of Exchequer grossly violates the

spirit of the Ten-hours Act, and he ofi'ered his honest
and hearty support to Lord Asliley in the new move-
ment. Mr. John Mills was delegated to visit London
and canvass the members of both houses in support of
the proposed bill.—At Bradford, a numerous meeting of

operatives was held on the same day. Jlr. J. Pollard

presided ;
Dr. Burnet, Vicar of Bradford, Mr. C.

Harding, Mr. Rand, Mr. W. E. Forster, of Rawdon,
and many other leading manufacturers of the town and

neighbourhood, took part in the proceedings. One of the

speakers who held up his hand against violation of the
law was a leading manufacturer, who had originally

opposed its enactment. The feeling in favour of the law
was perfectly unanimous. It was resolved that dele-

gates should go to London with a memorial to the

Queen, and petitions to both houses of parliament.
At a meeting of the "new Short-time Committee,"

on the 29th, in Manchester, it appeared that Lord

Ashley's bill is not deemed "
sufficiently explicit." A

resolution was moved, to the effect that if Lord Ashley
refuse to embody the terms which the committee pro-
pose, the matter should be placed in the hands of some
other member.
A public meeting has been held at Manchester to

consider the necessity of a General Organisation of
labovu- amongst all the trades. Mr. Abel Heywood, the

chairman, stated that cooperative societies have been
introduced in several parts of Lancashire, are doing well,
and becoming of great advantage to the parties in-

terested. This statement was borne out by detailed
accounts from the mouths of working members of such
societies. The success of a cooperative society at Salford
was thus described by Mr. William Stork—Twelve
months ago, a few individuals united with full confi-

dence in each other
;
and having raised 7s. M. they

bought a little raw material, and gave a day's employ-
ment to a poor man out of work. They gradually in-

creased their capital and raw material, and continued to

employ poor individuals until they had now a capital of
between 50/. and 60/. They paid 5rf. a hat more for

making than a man would get elsewhere
;
and though

they sold it for less than a manufacturer would do,

they got a small profit. Before a man was admitted a
member of the society, he was asked to give up lying,
swearing, intemperance, and to be perfectly open with
the others, assisting them in every way he could.—It
was resolved unanimously,

" That the system of compe-
tition is not only unjust in its principle, but immoral in
its tendencies, endangering the public and robbing the

working man of a just remuneration for his labour;"
and a system of organisation upon the principles of co-

operation was recommended for the united adoption of
all the trades.

A meeting of the inhabitants of Pentonville was held
on the 27th ult., for the purpose of adopting measures
to obtain the abolition of Intramural Interments ; Mr.
Mackinnon, M.P. for Leamington, in the chair. The
Secretary of the London Society for the abolition of
burials in towns explained the origin and objects of the

society, stating that it was their intention to form
auxiliary societies in all the metropolitan districts, in
order to carry out this most important sanitary reform.
In the course of the proceedings many details were
given of the disgusting condition of the grave-yards in
Pentonville and its vicinity, particularly Spitalfields and
St. Giles's Cemetery, Caniden-town. Resolutions were
adopted, declaring the practice of burying the dead in

large towns to be prodxictive of incalculable evils, and
calling upon parliament speedily to pass a measure,
founded upon the late report of the Board of Health.
A petition to parliament embodying these resolutions-
was also adopted.—A meeting of the medical practi-
tioners of the West-end took place the same day at
Dr. H. Bennett's residence, 9, Cambridge-square, Hyde
park, to petition parliament for the immediate ana
total abolition of intramural bui-ials and especially for
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the closure of St. George's, Hannyer-squave, biiiial-

grountl, as being the prolific source of disease in its

neighbourhood. Dr. Chowne was called to the chair,
and amongst those who addressed the meeting were
Drs. Drury, Adey, Webber, Bennett, Tilt, Goolden,

Douglas, G. A. Walker, Powell, &c. Resolutions in

accordance with the objects stated in the requisition were

adopted.
The Court of Common Council agreed, on the 28th of

February, to subscribe 6001. towards the fund for carry-

ing out the Industrial Exhibition of 1851.

About fort}' of the leading manufacturers and com-
mercial men in Manchester have met, under the chair-

manship of the Bishop of Manchester, and agreed to

resolutions pledging themselves to set on foot an active

canvass for subscriptions in aid of the Industrial

Exposition. Upwards of 2500^. was t;ubscribed on the

spot.
In a Court of Common Council, on the .5th inst.,

Mr. Barber brought forward a motion, that the public
convenience would be promoted, and the architectural

beauty of the west end of the Cathedral Church of St.

Paul much better displayed, if the dwarf wall and rail-

ing round the enclosed area in front thereof were removed
and the space paved with flag-stones, as at the Royal
Exchange. Sir Peter Laurie seconded the motion, and
it was unanimously adopted. A deputation was imme-
diately appointed to wait upon the Archbishop of

Canterburj' and the Bishop of London on the subject.
A public meeting was held in the London Tavern on

the-ith instant, to consider The Evils ofthe large Powers
intrusted to Bailway Companies, which practically give
them a monopoly of the internal carrying trade. A pre-

liminary meeting, held on the 20tli ultimo, had con-
sidered the subject, and resolved to request Baron
Rothschild to convene a public meeting. He complied;
convened the present assemblage, which included repre-
sentatives of sixty leading firms of the City; and him-
self took the chair. In opening the proceedings. Baron
Rothschild stated his strong feeling, that the interests of
the shareholders of railways are so identified with those
of the public, that the companies cannot thrive unless

they give every possible accommodation to their cus-
tomers. Mr. Dalton detailed the leading grievances to

which the companies subject the general carrying-trade
in London,— the monopoly granted to the two great
firms of Pickford and Co., and Chaplin and Horne^ the
revival of the system, declared by the courts to be illegal,
of inspecting the contents of packages, and charging
separately for each parcel of a package of parcels ;

the
refusal to be accountable for loss of market caused by
delay, detention, or any other cause

; and the arbitrary
sale of goods not removed in fourteen days. Mr. M.
Forster, M.P., moved, and Mr. Henry, M.P., seconded,
a' resolution, affirming the necessity of applying efficient

checks on the practical monopoly of the companies.
Mr. Sadleir, M. P., moved, and Mr. Groucock seconded,
a resolution, that some of the present rates and arrange-
ments of the companies are unjust and 0])pressive, and
no less opposed to the interests of the shareholders than
to the interests of the public. Mr. Dillon, Mr. Caldecott,
Mr. White, and Mr. William Hawes, supported reso-
lutions for carrying out these opinions, by the formation
of a committee, and the collection of a subscription.
Mr. Walker called attention to the disgraceful treatment
of third-class passengers, a matter of at least equal im-

portance to the carrying of goods. A committee was
selected, including most of the speakers.
A meeting of the master tailors of London was held

on the 4th instant, to consider the present Distress amony
the Journeymen Tailors, and the proper remedies. Mr.
Cartwright, Mr. Prague, Mr. Wain, of the firm of Stuiz
and Co., Mr. Stohwasser, and Mr. Adeney, with other

respectable members of the trade, vouched for the
miserable state of the journeyman class. It was the

general opinion that most of that misery is caused by
the system of out-door working, whicli introduces the
middleman and the oppressions of the "

sweating-
system." As a means towards the improvement of the

moral, social, and physical cimdition of the journeyman
tailor, it was resolved that all the workmen be employed
in the workshop of the master

; that the practice of

using public-houses for houses of call be abolished
; that

reading-rooms, •where tea and coffee could be obtained,
be svibstituted ; and that a joint committee, consisting
of an equal number of masters and w.jrkmcn, be annually
chosen for the determination of all disputes between the

employer and the employed. A number of master tailors

were accordingly nominated, to\\ards the formation of
the proposed committee.
At the annual meeting of the Directors of Kinc/'s

College Hospital, it was stated that the out-iloor patients

during the past year had been 21,0-18, and the in-door

patients 1261. During the cholera epidemic, 123 cases
of cholera were received in the hospital, and 83 of them
were cured. The extra charge of the arrangements
made during that pestilence, to afford more assistance

to the public, had caused the expenses (4660/.) to exceed
the income (4.512/.), and swelled the outstanding debt
to 530/. Towards the fund of .50,000/. for building a
new hospital, about 22,000/. has now been raised.

The opening of the first completed tube of the Bri-
tannia Bridge, across the Menai Straits, was accom-

plished with triumphant success on the 5th. At half-

past six in the morning, three engines were brought
up to the Bangor station, harnessed together, mounted
by Mr. Robert Stephenson, with a few selected profes-
sional assistants and friends, and driven swiftly to the
entrance of the bridge-tunnel. Slackening speed as

they drew near, the engines advanced at a slow pace,
and were presently out of sight in the aerial corridor.

The train again paused in the centre of the tunnel, each

expei'imenter's eye and ear watching for signs or sounds
of danger. When they emerged from the other end,
with flags streaming out cheeril}-, and engineers holding
their hats aloft in the air, a shout from each shore tes-

tified the relieved suspense ;
and immediately afterwards

a general din of sounds, and a visible commotion in the

crowds, showed that they shared the excitement and

triumph of the event.—The subsequent proceedings
were watched with an interest freer from anxiety. A
train of waggons laden with huge blocks of Brymbo coal,

weighing altogether some 300 tons, was drawn through
the tube at a slow pace, without the least appearance of

deflection or strain. The engineer then ceremoniously
gave the finishing-touch to the work, by inserting and

clenching the last of the rivets—exactly 2,000,000—
which have been used in making the tubes. The pro-

ceedings closed with a brief address by Mr. Stephenson,
in which he eulogised the skill of the foreman, Mr.

Fleet, and the intelligent industry of the w-orkmen.
The engineers remounted their iron steeds and steamed
to Plas Llanfar, the seat of Mr. Foster, where a hand-
some repast awaited them. During their absence, the

most severe test of any was applied to the structure. A
train of 200 tons of coals was drawn to the centre of the

Carmarthenshire tube, and left there stationary for two
hours. A delicate admeasurement showed a total deflec-

tion, under this dead weight, of not more than 49-IOOths

of an inch,
—an amount actually less than the diurnal

variation due to the expanding influence of the sun.

At twelve o'clock, a final testing-train was organised, to

allow the public an opportunity of going once through.
More than seven hundred passengers

—including many
ladies, were drawn in forty carriages after the train of

200 tons of coal
;
an immense aggregate weight of 400

tons. The train nearly occupied tlie whole length of the

tube: as it swept through, salvoes of artillery were fired

from each pier and from the banks ; a body of seamen

perched on the towers shouted a stanza from "Rule
Britannia," and the excited passengers swelled the

chorus to a roar as they emerged from the Welsh end
of the tunnel. With these performances the inaugura-
tion terminated. Aloft on each entrance-tower of the

bridge are these words, deeply graven in the .stone—
"Erected anno Domini 1850: Robert Stephenson,
engineer."
The Lord Mayor gave a splendid banquet at the

Mansion-house on the 7th, to the Chief Magistrates of

the cities, towns, and boroughs of the United Kingdom,
to stir up their interest in the Exposition of 1851. At
the head of the list of guests was Prince Albert. The
hall was specially adorned for the occasion in the most

magnificent style, with ai-ms of the countios and cor-

porations, trophies characterising local industry, painted

windows, aUegorically rciirescnting the pacific and com-
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mercial influences of the Exposition, &c. Before the

banquet, about a quarter past six o'clock. Prince Albert

held a levee in the grand drawing-room of the Man-
sion-house ;

the Lord Mayor presenting the Magistrates
of two hundred and two English cities and Boroughs, ten

Scotch Provosts, and five Irish Maj'ors. The company in-

cluded the Archbishop of Canterbury, Foreign Ministers,

leading statesmen of all parties, the Commissioners ofthe

Exposition, the Aldermen, Masters of Companies, Chair-

men ofCommittees in Common Coimcil, and some leading

gentlemen connected with the City. Prince Albert, the

principal minister.s, and former ministers, were among
the speakers. His Royal Highness's speech excited

gi-eat interest. His leading idea was, that the modern

developments of science and art, commerce and industry
—the intercommunication of language, the lightning

interchange of thought, the publicity of discovery
—

are all rapidly tending to realise " the unity of man-
kind

;

" and that man,
" himself a divine instrument,"

is using
" his reason, created after the image of God,"

to fulfil
" that great and sacred mission." As one of the

conmiissioners, Sir Robert Peel invited all the Mayors,
who had shared the hospitality of the Mansion-house,
to attend at Whitehall next morning, and receive

the information with which the commissioners would
be glad to supply them. The Lord Mayor has since

received a letter written by the order of Prince Albert,
expressing the gratification which his Royal Highness
derived from the banquet given in promotion of the
Industrial Show, and congratulating him on the com-

plete success which bids fair to attend this endeavoiu'
to unite all parties and classes throughout the king-
dom in its support.
At the general meeting of the corporation of the

liOi/nl Literary Fund on the 13th, the report of the
auditors stated that the sum of 1325/. had been dis-

tributed during the past yeai', among forty-one appli-

cants, maldng a total of 37,865/. applied to the relief

of distressed authors, their widows and orphans, since

the institution of the Society in 1788.
A meeting of Hcrtfordsliire Farmers was held on the

16th, for the purpose of Reducing the Payments for
work done by Tradesmen. The resolution-s adopted
were as follow :

—" As the value of agricultural produce
is greatly lessened by the free importation of foreign
corn, it is the opinion of this meeting that farmers in

general must adopt a system of wise and vigilant economy,
extending to every branch of expenditure unavoidably
incurred. And as those employed in trade are reaping
considerable advantage from the cheapness of food, it is

thought that the tradesman should now be able, without

injury to himself, to make a considerable reduction in

his charges. This meeting is also of opinion that the

tradesman, artisan, and labourer dependent on agricul-
ture should be made sensible that free trade is a labour

question, and that they are affected by it, on account of
the serious difficulty and disti-ess of their employers,
arising from foreign competition. Resolved,—That the
tradesmen in this neighbourhood be requested to reduce
their charges in the following ratio ;

—Blacksmith, to 6d.

per shoe, 3c?. removes, Gd. coulters
;
aU ordinary work,

IS per cent.
; collar-maker, reduced by 15 per cent.

;

wheelwright, 20 per cent.
; caj-penter, reduced to 3s. per

day ; bricklayer, 34-. per day ; ditto labourer. Is. Sd. per
day ; hurdle-maker, Ss. 6d. per dozen

; thatcher, 9rf.

per square foot. Resolved,—In order to carry out the
above resolution, an association be formed in this dis-

trict— (here about twenty parishes are named.) That
the tenant-farmers in the neighbourhood be invited to
become members of the association. That the members
determine not to employ any tradesman whose prices do
not conform with the above scale. That the landowners
be requested to give their assistance in furtherance of

the object of this association."
The fifth anniversary dinner of the General Theatrical

Ftmd institution took place on the 25th, at the London
Tavern, Mr. B. Webster in the chair, supported by
Lord E. Bruce, Mr. R. J. Tcnnent, M.P., Sir P.
Joddrell, Bart., Mr. Charles Dickens, Mr. Mark Lemon,
Mr. F. Stone, Mr. Buckstone, Mr. J. Leech, Mr. T. P.
Cooke, &o. Jlr. Webster, in the course of the evening,
enlarged on the merits and objects of the fund, and re-

commended them with much earnestness and ability.

Mr. Buckstone stated that the fund was in a state of

increasing prosperity. The invested capital amounted
to 5300/. It was still in its infancy, but there were
already five annuitants in the receipt of 30/. a year each,
and during the last year 23/. had been given to the widow
of a deceased member. A list of subscriptions was
announced, amounting in all to about 400/., her Majesty
being a donor of 100/.

The royal commission of inquiry into the aamiais-
tration and management of The British Museum has
agreed on a report of theii- proceedings. The commis-
sioners appear to be unanimous in condemning the

present system and management, and in recommending
an important modification in the duties and objects of
the trustees rather than reduce the number. The
evils of a board of 48 trustees unpaid, irregular, and
individually responsible, were too cleai-ly made out in
the evidence to leave a doubt, and it is gratifying to

learn that individual responsibility has been a leading
principle with the commission. So far the commissioners
are unanimous, and also in recommending an executive
council under the control of the Home Secretary of

State, but they do not appear to be all of one mind as to

the details of appointment. Some advise a chairman
and two members of council appointed by the Cro\vn,
and two other members to be named by the board of
trustees

;
others recommend a chairman named by the

Crown and four members in council to represent the
trustees

;
and a third recommendation was discussed for

a chairman and two members in council to be all

appointed by the Crown. In regard to the catalogue
the recommendation of the commissioners leans to a

manuscript alphabetical catalogue with a printed index.
Mr. Baron Lefroy, in opening the comnaission at

Galwaj^ congratulated the grand jury on the marked
Decrease of Crime, not only in that county but in the
whole of the circuit through which he had travelled.

The ofi'ence of cattle and sheep-stealing had in Galway
diminished from 500 or 600 cases last year to 12 at the

present assizes. Another topic of congratulation was
the improved condition of the people, and the state of
the land as regarded the progress of tillage. The learned

judge also passed a high eulogium upon the very evident
instances of the growth of industrious habits amongst the

peasantry of the west.

The Monthly Returns of Trade and Navigation con-
tinue to be satisfactory, and prove that employment is

steadily increasing. The return for the month ending
February 5 is the first month of entire free trade in the

carriage and import of foreign commodities. The com-
parison in the table is with the corresponding months of
1848 and 1849. The table shows a great increase in the
materials of industry, though there has been a decrease
on several important items. The diminished import of
coffee is ascribed to short crops and increased adultera-

tion. There has also been a considerable falling-off in

the importation of timber, in all its shapes, owing
chiefly to the diminished amount of railways in the
course of construction. The corn returns show an
increase against the corresponding mouth of 1848, but a

very great decrease, in the proportion of three to one,
in the comparison with 1849. This is sufficiently accounted
fjr by the notorious fact, that now for several months
the prices have been higher compai-atively in foreign
markets than in our own. In the importation of various

foreign manufactures there has been a considerable in-

crease
;
but it is proper to observe that these articles are

subject to duties. The total declai-ed value of all the
articles enumerated in the table for the three mouths
compared in the return is, for the month ending—

February 5, 1848 .... £3,373,713
1849 .... 3,211,146

„ 1850 .... 4,069,431

PERSONAL NARRATIVE.

The Queen and Prince Albert left toxon for Windsor
on tlie 25th, and have maintained a comparative privacy

during Passion week
;
the Duchess of Kent being the

only guest at the evening circle. Her Majesty has taken

daily exercise on foot, or in the open carriage.
The Royal Charities customary at Easter were distri-
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buted at the Bvickinghara Palace gate, on Monday and

Tuesday, the 25th and 26th, and at Whitehall Chapel
on Maundy Thursday ; upwards of a thousand persons

receiving gifts, varying from a crown to thirteen shillings
each.
The Queen and Prince Albert have made a furlher

Donation of 100/. towards the fund for completing the

Model Baths and 'NA'ash-houscs in Goulstou Square.
The Queen has resolved to purchase for the Prince of

Wales, by
" a donation in one sum, the perpetual right

of immediate Admissionfw a Patient into some of the

leading charitable institutions of London." By her

command. Colonel Phipps appUed to the Koyal Ortho-

pffidic Institution for a statement of the sum for which
th« desired privilege might be purchased in that esta-

blishment ; the committee fixed 2-50 guineas, and her

Majesty acceded to the terms.

Prince Albert has presented to the Boys ofEton Col-

lege a copy of the large work of Gruncr,
" On the Arts

in the Mediivval Ages." On the fly-leaf preceding the

title page is the autograph inscription, "Presented to

the boys of Eton College, with a hope that this book

may not be considered merely as an ornament to their

library, but as a work freely to be used by them for re-

creation and the acquirement of taste.—Albert, Windsor

Castle, Peb. 6, 1S.50."

Lord Gough and Lady Gough have arrived by the

Indus, from Bombay. The inhabitants of Southampton
!-avo Lord Gough a Public Reception. Sir George Hewett
and a large deputation of oiKcers, clergymen, and leading

townsmen, presented a congratulatorj- address on his

return home. Lord Gough made a warm reply; allud-

ing to his fifty-six years of service, and acknowledging
the double gratification of receiving the address through
one of his oldest friends and most esteemed comi-ades,
Sir George Hewett.

Major Edwardes has also arrived by the Indus. He
has, at his own request, acted as j>rincipal Aide-de camp
to Lord Gough throughout thejourney from the Punjaub.
Major Edwardes was publicly welcomed to his native

county of Shropshire on tlie 2nd, by the municipality
and inhabitants of Shrewsbury. The mayor and corpo-
ration went in procession to the railway-station, accom-

panied by thousands of townsmen, to receive him ;

escorted him on foot to the town-hall, and presented him
with an address, testifying their admiration and pride at

his brilliant career.

A Magnificent Banquet was given to Viscount Gough

by the East India Company, on the ICth, at the London
Tavern. Lord John Kussell and Sir Kobert Peel were

among the ver)' large number of eminent guests, and
were speakers.
A Government Reward of 20,000/., or 10,000/. for

farthering the discovery of Sir John Franklin, is notified

in the Gazette ofthe 8th, in these terms ;
—

"1. To any party or parties who, in the judgment ofthe Board
of Admiralty, shall discover and effectually relieve the crews of
her JIajesty's ships Erebus and Terror, the sum of 20,nfX)Z., or,

"
2. To any party or parties who, in the judgment of the Board

of Admiralty, shall discover and ehectually relieve any of the
crews of her Majesty's ships Erebus and Terror, or shall convey
such intelligence as shall lead to the relief of such crew.s, or any
of them, the sum of 10,000^., or,

"
^. To any party or partiea who, in the judgment of the Board

of Admiralty, shall, by virtue of his or their efforts, first succeed
in ascertaining their fate, 10,000i."

Oiituarn of f?otaMc i3cr^0n^.

Sir. James Gibson Ckaig, Eabt., died somewhat suddenly,
at his house at Riccarton, about four miles from Edinburgh, on
the 6tb, in the 85th year of his age. He took a prominent part
in all the gi-eat political struggles of this country from 1792

downwards, and was on terms of intimacy with Fox and most
of the leaders of the old AVhig school. As an acknowledgment
oi the services which be rendered to that party, he was created
a baronet in 1S31 by the government of Earl Grey.
iVLuoE- General the Hon. Sie Hekcules Eowlet

Pakesham. K.G.B., brother to General Pakenham, who fell at

New Orleans, and Ijrotber-in-law to the Duke of Wellington,
died suddenly on the 7th, at Langford Lodge, in the county of

Antrim. General Pakenham was about 70 yeare of age,

and, as an officer, had earned a high character by his services

in tlie Peninsular war.

General Chaeles Craven, formerly of the 5th Dragoon
Guai-ds, died on the 22nd inst., at Walsall, in Staffordshire, in

the 8l3t year of his age.
Do.M Pedro Alfonso, heir-apparent to the Brazilian throne,

died OQ the 9th Januaiy, after a few hours' illness.

Colonel Campbell, C.B., of the 9th Lancers, who commanded
the 2nd Cavalry Brigade at Sobraon, died on the 23rd. He
entered the army in 1800, and saw a great deal of service in

India.

Vice-Admiral Hon. Donald Hdgh JMackat, recently in

the command of the squadron at Cork, died suddenly on the

26th, at his residence, in the Albany, Piccadilly. He was a

distinguished officer, and had been in the service nearly 60

years.
Lieut.-Geneeal Sie John Macdonald, G.C.B., Adjutant-

General of the Forces, died on the 28th, after a very short

illness, at his house in Bi-uton-street.

COLONIES AND DEPENDENCIES.

THE mutiny of another Sepoy refdment (a Bengal regiment of native lufentry), in consequence of an

JL alleged deprivation of extra batta, has excited some discussion in India. Such mcidents undoubtedly

i-aise painful questions. It is manifest that either they impeach the tmstworthmess of men responsible for

the Indian commissariat, or that they display a wide-spread tendency to disaffection among the Sepoy

regiments. But in either, or both cases. Sir Charles Napier is the man to deal with them ;
and lie has already

shown vAi\i what uncompromising and unsparing energy he is prepared to do so. There is no other news

tinently gave a wife and two children, which the gallant bachelor repudiated with a zeal so vehement as to

flutter not a little the hopeful hearts of the maiden population.

The Overland Mailhas brought news from Bombay to

the 16th, and Calcutta to the-8th of February ;
and from

Hong-Kong to the 30th of January.
The event of importance is a mutiny of a Bengal regi-

ment of Native Infantry, at Umritza, on the 2nd of

February. The men had for some time shown symp-
toms of insubordination on account of the Scindc batta,

which they said pressed hard on them, considering the

high price of food and their distance from tlieir liomcs.

Major Troup addressed them on the 1st, in explanation
of the order

;
and was doing so again on the 2nd, when

the men openly refused to obey orders. Some precau-

tions, however, had been taken : the men had pfled

arms
;
a compiuiy of cavalry made its appearance at one

of the gates of the fort ; the mutineers ran to then- piled

arms, but the officers and the armed cavalry anticipated

and prevented them ;
and after some rough sti-u^Hng

they were mastered, and turned out of
the_

fort. Kein-

forcemcnts ai-riviug, the mutinous regiments were

arrested en masse, and placed for custody ou tlie glacis

of tlie fort, under the muzzles of the guns loaded with

grape shot. -n •

From Calcutta an expedition has staited lor Uai^ec-

ling, agamst the Ptajuh of Sikkim, to call him to
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account for the outrages against Dr. Hooker and Dr.

Campbell.
At Macao the Portuguese had given up the Chinese

soldiers taken prisoners in their attack on the forts after

Governor Arairal's murder
;
and in return the Chinese

had yielded up the head and hand of the late governor.
These relics had been well preserved, and were both

immediately recognised : the skull had been fractured,
and the ring finger removed.

The only news of political interest brought by the

West India Mail is from British Guiana, whence papers
to the 18th of February have been received. At a spe-
cial meeting of the Combined Court, on the 7th of Feb-

ruary, it was resolved to apply for the 2o0,000^. loan

which the mother-country is ready to advance : and to

pledge the colonial duties and wine and spirits for its

repayment of interest at 4 per cent, and a sinking fund
of 2| per cent. An advance of 50,000/. to the Railway
Company at 6 per cent, interest was determined on.

The Australian news is not of political importance.—
The Irish political ofl'cnders, Smith O'Brien, Meagher,
O'Doherty, Martin, Donohuc, and M'Manus, arrived at

Hobart Town in the brig of war Swift, on the 27th of

October. By the same vessel the governor received

orders to grant the jirisoners tickets of leave, on condi-

tion that the indulgence should not be made the means
of escape. Mr. O'Brien rejected the offer of a ticket of

leave, but all the others accepted the offer on the con-

ditions expressed. M'Manus was located at Norfolk,

Meagher at Campbell Town, O'Doherty at Oatlands,
Martin at Bothwell, and Donohue at Hobart Town.
All are said to have competent means but the last, who

will use his occupation of law-writing to earn his living.
O'Brien was despatched to Maria Island, to be kept
under strict guard.

The Cape papers of the 1st of January mention the

discovery of a great Lake in the interior of South Africa,
during a journey of exploration by two gentlemen named
Murray and Oswall. It is situated in longitude 24°

east, latitude 19' south, and its limits appear to have
been xmdiscernible. According to the natives, however,
it takes twenty-iive days to travel round it. The vege-
tation on its banks is tropical, and palms arc abundant ;

but it contains no crocodiles, alligators, or hippopotami.
It is approached by a river, which for some distance is

of small size, and w'hich, as it approaches the lake, be-

comes as largo as the Clyde. The lake itself has no
islands in it, but it is said that there are many at the
mouth of the river, and that these are densely populated

by a race entirely different from those near the borders

of the lake. Pelicans are numerous, as also fish, some
of which resemble perch and carp, and weigh between
401b. and 501b. There are likewise a great number of

elephants, although of a much smaller description than
those nearer the colony. The natives, whose language
was unlike any known dialect spoken bj' the other tribes

in South Africa, ai)peared to be of an inferior nature,
and to be much atilicted with pulmonary disease.

Advices have been received from Sierra Leone to the
16th of February. The slave trade was as flourishing as

ever, but no blood had been spilt since the engagement
in the Gambia. The Cygnet, which brought the ac-

counts, had, during her commission, made nine prizes,
and released upwards of 14,000 negroes.

NARRATIVE OF FOREIGN EVENTS,

'THERE has been another crisis in Pai-is ; but as, on the former occasion, M. Odilon Barrot suddenly departed
-*- without leave-taking and the storm quietly subsided, so M. Ferdinand Barrot now as suddenly departs
and the adverse powers are propitiated. What more immediately and uneqiuvocallj' demonsti'ated the

recent discontent was the election of tlirec Socialist candidates for Paris by decisive majorities ;
wherefrom a

stranger might have imagined that the community who could elect such a trio as MM. Carnot, Vidal,,

and De Flotte, must be prepared straightway to establish a communist regime, and reinstate Louis Blanc at

the Luxembourg. But this is not at all the intention of the good citizens or soldiers of Paris. They meant no
more than to express a disapproval of the ministry, and they have done it most effectually. Half the

Socialist voters among them this week might be voters for Absolutism next week, without the least impeach-
ment of their consistency of motive.
The Czar of Russia has published a note against Lord Palmerston on the Greek affair, -which has fallen so

lamentably flat of its design as to have even done iniinite service to its proposed victim. Quis tvlent

Gracchos, &c. The English people have too much sense not to see the monstrous absurdity of complaint

against their minister for enforcing just claims against an inferior state by the physical argument of a

blockade, proceeding from a power which has been insolently and aggressively active for the last two years,

menacing, bullying, invading, occupying, and (where it was possible) subduing, every country within reach of

her armies, no matter how independent, if only sufficiently weak.
From America the news relates chiefly to the proposed enactment on the subject of Slavery, and to the

discussions for admission of California as a free State into the Union. Of course the Southerns are intolerant

and violent, and have raised their old wolf cry of "
civil war." But they are only anticipating by a few years,

more or less. It will come upon them some day, without any preparatory cry,
" like a thief in the night."

The anniversary of the Revolution of 1848 passed off

in Paris on Sunday, the 24th ult., with perfect calm.
The weather being fine, there were vast crowds of pro-
menaders on the 15oulevards, in the public gardens, the

Champs Elysees, and other places of resort
;

in the

Chamjis Elysees, particularly, the gathering of pedes-
trians and the display of equipages were larger and more
brilliant than have licen seen since the fall of the

Tilonarchy. The President of the Republic drove about
accompanied only by two attendants in livery, and was
everywhere received with demonstrations of pleasure
and attachment. A religious ceremony was performed
in all the churches of Paris, and a Te Deum was sung ;

the Archbishop officiating at Notre Dame. The
Chamber of the Assembly was illuminated in the

evening. During the day there was a crowd of work-
men, nearly all attired in their Sunday clothes, around

the Column on the Place dc la Bastille, and the railing

of the column was decked v>-ith crowns of immortelles.

—Some incidents of the following night and next day
excited much comment. During the night of the 24th,

the wreaths of immortelles which the Republicans had

hung on the railing round the Column of Liberty on the

Place de la Bastille, in honour of the victims of February^
or July, were removed by the police. The denizens of

the Faubourg St. Antoine, on discovering the removal

in the morning, went tumultuously to the Prefecture,

remonstrated with the soldiers to v.diose care the memo-
rials had been confided, and obtained leave to replace

them publicly. Therc-instatemcnt was conducted with

much eclat,

'

amidst a large and agitated concourse
;

the police appearing scarcely willing to sanction the

proceeding.
On Sunday, the 10th, about 200 subaltern officers and
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soldiers went in procession to the Column of July, and
placed crowns of immortelles on the graves of the vic-

tims of February. This revolutionary manifestation

created a great sensation, as showing the strong demo-
cratic feeling existing in the army. The soldiers com-

posing the procession belonged to different regiments,
and met by appointment for the purpose. Next evening
the following proclamation was issued by the prefect of

police :
—" The authorities have caused to be respected

the homage paid to the memory of the dead interred

beneath the Column of the Bastille, but for the last few

days some manifestations have assumed a character

threatening to public tranquillity, and an order has been

given to put a stop to them. Emblems of a seditious kind,
or which are conti-ary to the regulations of the police,
which may be placed at the foot of that monument, will

be removed." Pursuant to the above notice, a strong

party of troops went to the Place de la Bastille, with a

waggon, and carried off the vast mass of crowns of

immoi'telles, flowers, branches of laurel, flags, &c.,
which had been placed on the railing. Several score of

the crowns were afterwards carefully deposited at the
foot of the column within the railing, to show that no

disrespect to the memory of the dead was intended
;
and

the remainder, having been designed as a political demon-
stration, were removed. This act caused some agitation

among the working population of the Faubourg St.

Antoine, but no attempt at resistance was made. During
the whole of the morning a large crowd, consisting for the
most part of ill-looking fellows, dressed in dingy blouses,
assembled on the place, and on the boulevard near to it,

but they made no demonstration of any kind. A few
extra municipal guards were stationed as sentinels

around the column, and about half-a-dozea sergens de
vilh were also on the spot to preserve order.

Contrary to the anticipations of the friends of govern-
ment, the elections for the department of the Seine
have terminated in the triumph of the three Socialist

candidates. The blow is a heavy one, and that it was
felt to bo so was shoT\ai by the immediate fall of the
funds. The panic, indeed, was universal, and rumours
of the most alarming kind were everywhere rife.

Military precautions, however, were taken, and nothing
occurred to disturb the tranquillity of the capital. The
funds also had partially recovered, the price quoted for

the Five per Cents, on that day being 9'2f. 25c. The
following is the result of the elections, distinguishing
the political faith of the members elected. In the

department of the Seine the numbers were : Carnot

(Socialist), 132,881 ; Vidal (S.), 128,317 ;
De Flotte (S),

126,835 ; Foy (Moderate), 125,673 ; Lahitte (M.),
125,163 ; Bonjean (M.), 124,000. It is curious to follow
and compare the numbers of votes in the different

districts of Paris. About the Tuilcries, the Elyaee,
and the Faubourg St. Honore, the Conservatives have
double the votes of the Democrats. Around the Palais

Royal and the Bourse, the Conservatives are one-third

superior; in the Faubourg Poissonnit-ro only one-sixth.
As we go eastward, towards the quarter of the trading,
manufacturing, and labouring classes, the proportion
becomes reversed. The two parties are balanced in
the quarter of the University and School of Medi-
cine. They are also balaaiccd in the banlieue,
or suburbs. One would have expected to see
the Democrats considerably ahead in both these dis-

tricts. Nothing is more remarkable than the great
number of votes for the Socialists even in the most
wealthy and fashionable quarters. This proves that

great numbers of the shopkeepers voted for the Demo-
crats. The votes of the soldiers of the army who are
natives of Paris are as follows:—Carnot, 6,699; "Vidal,

6,615; Be Flotte, 6,553; Foy, 5,378; Lahitte, 5,363;
Bonjean, 4,911. The following is the result of the
elections in twelve departments :

—Moderate candidates :

Arriege, General Pclet
; Iscre, M. Barral

; Hautes Py-
renees, M. Goulard ; Var, MM. Clapiere and Simeon

;

Ardeche, M. De la Fourette
; Allier, M. Dufonr

; Cher,
MM. Desgranges and Vogue.— Socialist candidates : Bas

Rhin, MM. Gerard, Vidal, Valentin, Laboulaye, Hoch-
tulh; Loir et Cher, M. D'Etchcgoyen ; Nievre, M.
Charles Gambon

;
Haute Vieune, M. Ducoux ; Soane

et Loire, MM. Esquiros, Madier dc Monjau the elder,
Charrassin Buvignier, Hennequin, and Dain. So that, on

the whole, as far as the returns are completed, seventeen
Socialist candidates have been returned, and only nine
Moderates. It must, however, be borne in mind that
the members thus replaced were all Socialists, and are
now paying for their opinions by imprisonment and
exile. In consequence of the unfavourable result of the

elections, M. Dupin, the President of the Assembly, was
summoned on the 14th to advise with the President of
the Republic on the state of affairs : and various nego-
tiations were set on foot for the formation of a new
ministry. Messrs. Piscatory and Leon Faucher were
tempted with office, but they declined to separate from
their party. It was believed in well-informed quarters
that so soon as the result of the Paris elections was
known, the President of the Republic had almost decided
on resigning, but that he was dissuaded from doing so by
General Changarnier.
An extraordinary caseof £)ea<A by Spontaneous Com-

bustion is related in the Gazette des Trihunaux :—K
few days ago, in a tavern near the Barriere de I'Etoile,
a journeyman painter, named Xavier C

,
well

known for his intemperate habits, while drinking with
some comrades, laid a wager that he would eat a lighted
candle. His bet was taken, and scarcely had he intro-
duced the flaming candle into his mouth, when he
uttered a slight cry, and fell powerless to the ground.
A bluish flame was seen to flicker about his lips, and
on an attempt being made to offer him assistance, the

bystanders were horror-struck to find that he was
burning internally. At the end of half-an-hour his
head and the upper part of his chest were reduced to

charcoal. Two medical men were called in, and recog-
nised that Xavier had fallen a victim to spontaneous
combustion. This conflagration of the human frame is

frightfully rapid in its progress ; bones, skin, and
muscle, all are devoured, consumed, and reduced to

ashes. A handful of dust on the spot whdre the victim
fell is all that remains."

According to the last accounts from Madrid, a minis-
terial crisis has been imminent there, arising out of a
letter sent by Narvaez to the King Consort, and signed
by all the ministers, complaining of his influencing the

Queen's mind against them, and of having refused to

give them a private audience, and concluding by threaten-

ingto employ severe measures. The King replied that
he was, constitutionally speaking, nothing more than
a Spanish subject, who had nothing to do with the

government ;
but that he had perfect freedom to refuse

to receive those whose conversation was disagreeable to

him. The ministers upon this, it is said, tendered
their resignation, and although it was not formally
accepted, yet for twenty-four hours General Narvaez
really ceased to be at the head of the cabinet. General
Concha and the Marquis of Viluma were sent for by
the Queen, who showed the utmost eagerness to

comply with the wishes of her husband to turn out the
cabinet. Both declared that they would be happy to

obey the injunctions of her Majesty, had they the
means at their disposal to carry on the government ;

but that such not being the case, they were obliged to

decline, however unwillingly. Aft'airs, therefore, remain
i)i statu quo. The diligence, which left Madrid for

Seville on the 8th, was stopped the following day b)-

eight men on horseback, and well armed, who pillaged
it in the most deliberate manner, taking two-and-a h.alf

hours about the work, notwithstanding it being in the
middle of the day, and there being detachments of civil

guards at both the places above-mentioued. General
Blascr was one of the passengers, the whole of whom
lost their money, watches, and clothes

; and the Granada

diligence, commg up directly afterwards, shared the
same fate.

A new league has been entered into by the Kings of

Wurtcmbcry, Saxony, and Bavaria, having for its

object to dispose summarily of the aft'airs of Germany.
It was signed on the 28th ult. Hanover has not yet
consented to join the league, on account of certain dif-

ferences of opinion between Hanover and Austria on
the subject of the propositions respecting the German
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constitution on which Austria, Bavaria, and Wurtem-

berg are ab-eady agreed. Austria stands up for a single

chamber to represent the interests of Germany. She
offers to make the greatest sacrifices, and proposes to

join the confederation with all her provinces, with the

exception of those of Italy. She demands a Diet of

300 members, in which she proposes to represent the

33,000,000 of Austrians by 100 members, the 16,000,000
of Prussians by another 100, and the 17,000,000 of

inhabitants of smaller states by the third hundred. In
the Directory of seven votes Austria claims but a single
vote.

The Parliament at Erfurt was formally opened on
the 20th instant, by Baron Radowitz, with a speech

sketching the position of Germany ; telling how some

governments hang back from adherence to the German
Parliament, and how Hanover and Saxony have seceded;
and concluding with the announcement, that impeach-
ments have been preferred against Hanover and Saxony.

From Athens there is intelligence of the cessation of

the blockade.—On the evening of the 1st inst. Mr.

Green, the English consul at Athens, issued a circular

announcing that the British government, having good
hopes of obtaining a satisfactory settlement of their

demands on the Greek government, through the good
offices of the government of the French republic,
had given orders to Vice-Adrairal Sir "William Parker
to suspend, for a reasonably limited period of time, the
coercive action of her Majesty's squadron, but, never-

theless, to retain the Greek vessels actually in his pos-

session, as pledges in deposit, until a final arrangement
shall have been made. Orders had consequently been

given by Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker to allow for

the present the free ingress and egress of all vessels not

actually in possession of her Majesty's squadron. On
the 2nd inst., !\I. Thouvenel wrote to !Mr. Wyse, pro-
posing that Sir William Parker should give up the
Greek ships in his possession, and that he, the represen-
tative of the French republic, would guarantee the

payment of the claims of her Majesty's government on
Greece. Mr. Wyse, in reply, regretted his inability to

comply with M. Thouvcnel's proposition. M. le Gros
arrived on the morning of the 5th, and immediately had
an interview with the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Letters received from the British fleet in the Pirteus
mention a fatal accident to Lieutenant Brcen, and part
of a crew under his command, on the 31st of January.
Lieutenant Breen, and Mr. Chatfield, midshipman, with
sixteen men, were returning from the shore to the

Ganges in a boat laden with water
; they were swamped

by the rough sea, and their boat turned over just half-

way between the ship Queen and the east point of the
island of Lypso. Mr. Breen, Mr. Chatfield, and most
of the men, immediately struck out for the island, and
reached it. The gale increased, and the cold became so

intense that their clothes were frozen stiff upon them.
In the morning they could see the fleet, but were unable
to catch attention by signals. One of the men suffered

so much fi-om the cold, that Lieutenant Breen generously
stripped off his coat and put it over him. As the day
closed, most of the men retired into a cave ; but Jlr.
Breen separated himself from the others, and was no
more seen. On board the Ganges it was thought they had
not put off from shore

;
but next night it was known that

they had set out, and a boat was sent to search. As it was
passing by the island of Lypso at dawn of the third

day, the \VTCcked boat was accidentally descried on the
beach. Mr. Chatfield and half-a-dozeu men were found
in the cave, in a torpid state

; Mr. Breen was found
dead, crouched under a bush

;
and ten seamen are

missing. There is little doubt that poor Mr. Breen lost

his life from his generous act in favour of the suffering
seaman. The survivors found in the cave have all

recovered.

Letters from Constantinople of the 1.5th ult. state that
the Sultan's ministers, after consulting with the French
and English ministers, proposed to the Austrian inter-
nuncio that the Hungarian refugees should be detained
in the interior of Asia Minor for a period not exceeding
twelve months. Count Sturmer agreed to refer the

matter to Vienna. The blockade of Greece had con-
tinued to excite great interest in Constantinople. The
Turks were in favour of Mr. Wyse's conduct, and a
small fleet had moved out in the Propontis, intended
for the coast of Greece—not exactly to co-oi)erate witli

Sir W. Parker, but to act on account of the Porte, who
has also claims on Greece. Private letters from the

Pir^us, of the 18th ult., state that the fleet under the
command of Sir W. Pai'ker was still in the Bay of

Salamis, and that Mr. Wyse was on board the Queen.
The cold in Turkey has latelj' been intense. One

hundred and fifty-eight persons have been frozen to

death, the greater number in their own houses, in Con-

stantinople and its environs. At Gallipoli twenty-three
persons, and at Smyrna seventeen, shared the same fate.

Fifteen persons were found frozen to death on board a
Turkish vessel, and eight fishermen were found dead
from the same cause in their boat on the Bosphorus.
The temperature was 13 degrees (Reaumur) ;

but these

fatal occurrences are explained by the very slight con-

strxiction of the houses, the want of warm covering, as

well as bad food. In the interior provinces the misery
has been very great. The latter have been left uncareil

for, and the sufferings both of men and beasts have been

very great.

A case of Jeioish Martyrdo7n has recentlj' occuiTcd in

Morocco. The details are given in a letter from Mr. A.

Sebag, a Jewish merchant, residing in Castle-street,
St. Mary-Axe, and whose brother was the victim. It

appears that Judah Sebag, a Jewish merchant, who
resided in a town called Alig, near Mogador, was ma-

liciously accused of having spoken blasphemy against
the Mahomedan faith. The cause of this malice was
the jealousy of some Mahomedan merchants. Pie was

dragged before the governor, or rather the chief magis-
trate of the city, whose name is Lechusman Ben Hassam.
The evidence against him having been heard, the sen-

tence of the judge was, that he either must embrace
Mahomedanism or be burned to death. Judah Sebag
indignantly refused to deny his religion, and chose the

alternative—death. The governor immediately ordered
a large fire to be made, into which the man was throwTi,
and soon devoured by the flames. He was but twenty-
four years of age.

The principal article of intelligence from the United
States relates to discussions in Congress on the slavery

question.
The admission of California, and its previous question,

the slavery difficulty, were under full debate in both
divisions of the legislature. In the House of Repre-
sentatives, many days had been spent in heated argximent^
on a resolution by Mr. Doty to admit California as she

is— that is, with a constitution denouncing slavery.
The Southern speakers had, as usual, been profuse in

declarations that the Union was imperilled, and that

civil war was imminent
;
but the resolution had been

withdrawn, and an express bill had been introdiiced
;

and, in the prospect of a fresh debate on the whole sub-

ject, there was a lull in the excitement. In the Senate,
Mr. Henry Clay's compromise resolutions, and a number
of amendments, were still under debate. The leader of

the South, Mr. Calhoun, had registered liis opposition ;

but he had become so weak, from disease of the lungs,
that he could no longer take personal share in debate,
and an oration against Mr. Clay's resolutions, charac-

terised by Calhoun's brilliancy and ingenuity, was read

for him by a brother senator, on the 4th.

It has been rumoured in Washington, that a difficulty
had been caused in the cabinet by Mr. Clayton's nego-
tiation with Sir Heni-y Bulwer on the Nicaraguan
question, wliicli was disapproved of. It was said tliat

Mr. Clayton had tendered his resignation, but that

President Taylor had returned it to him.
A fortnight's later news from California—to the 15th

January
—communicates a great calamity : the valley of

Sacramento had been deeply flooded over its whole

extent, and the town of the same name had been wholly
destroyed ;

one house, built on raised poles, alone re-

mained. The loss of property is calculated at 1,000,000

dollars, including immense herds of cattle
;
no loss of

life is mentioned.
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T~^HE elevation of Lord Campbell to the highest seat of Common Law magistracy shoukl not pass without
-*-

recognition from the class to which he once belonged. This distuiguished lawyer began his career as a

member of the public press, and has never lost sight of its interests, or ceased to refer with pride to his

former participation in them. His most important legislative act was the amendment of the law of libel

as more particularly affecting newspapers ; and it is not many months since he made the ingenuoiis
avowal, that he would rather have the fame of a poem of Pope's, than the highest reputation obtainable in

Westminster Hall. It is this catholic appreciation of merit in other liberal pursuits, and this generous tone of

ambition, hardly less than gi-eat qualities as a lawyer, diversified power of application, and shrewd general

knowledge of the world, .which mai'k him out for that higher duty than a mere black-letter lawyer could ever

satisfactorily discharge, of presiding over the English Common Law, and giving tone to the practice of the

bar, as well as dignity to the bench. How remarkable in this respect was his predecessor ! What a dignity he

imparted to the profession itself by his learning and courage, by his firmness and impartiality, by his high sense

of honour, and scrupulous regard for truth. Tlu-ough even occasional errors of perhaps hasty judgment,
what a uniform and noble contempt there shone for evei-ything mean or unworthy. Lord Denraan's fame as

a la\vyer has been eclipsed by many less distinguished men ; but there was a moral majesty in the character

of his mmd, which pervaded all its manifestations. The noble features of his face expressed it, as well as

the grand yet sweet expression of his voice. His spirit never rose to such heights of unfaltering boldness as

at what seemed the approach of danger ; and in times more remarkable for greatness than our own, he
would have carried off yep greater distinction.

The most remarkable publication of the past month
has been the new, revised, and greatly enlarged edition

of Dr. Lingard's History of England. It is in ten

octavo volumes ; and the additions relate chiefly to the

reigns of Henry the Eighth and Elizabeth, and to the

efforts of Catholicity, after the Commonwealth, to resist

the penal laws, and retrieve some part of its losses con-

sequent on the Reformation. This book now takes its

place in the hterature of England as the Roman Catholic

exposition of her history. There is as little doubt of the

merits and claims of the author, as that the leanings of

his profession are plainly discertiible wherever circum-
stances call them forth. So long as nothing brings in

question the faith and heroism of his church, there is no

guide that may be followed more implicitly through a

dark and doubtful period. But let his professional par-

tiality be once engaged, and infalhbly the reader will

rise from his History, be the matter in question what it

will, with a much stronger bias to particular views than
he will even be conscious to have derived from the his-

torian. The tact of Dr. Lingard amounts to genius.
You think he is most candid at the very times when
that quality is most absent in him. His air of dis-

passionateness seems to cool the most burning heats,
while it is all the while famiing and increasing theiu.

So much by way of warning against a book, which may
not be consulted without danger, yet cannot without
loss be put aside, by any student of the English history.
Another important publication of the month has been

the additional instalment of two volumes of Mr. Grote's

History of Greece, bringing down this great work to

the period of the death of Socrates. These volumes are

chiefly remarkable for the new use to which the great
history by Thucydides is applied, and for the original
views that are taken of the position and teaching of the
Athenian sophists.
The other leading books of the month have been of a

slighter kind
;
but not deficieut either in value or in-

terest. They comprise a series of clever and graceful
sketches of Woman in France in the Eiylitcenth.

Century, by Miss Kavanagh ;
a vivid picture of the late

war in Hungary, in Memoirs of a Hungarian Lady by
Madame Pulzsky; two sldlful novels, though of qua-
lities opposite as their subjects,

—the one a talc of domestic

life, called Pride and Irresolution, the other a romance
of the irruption of the barbarians into Rome, called
Antonina ; and, finally, a little volume of useful hints
on questions of parliamentary conduct and reform, en-
titled A Career in the Commons.
To this latter political treatise another,of notable merit,

may be added before closing our brief reviow. This is

a somewhat remarkable pamphlet b}' a practical political

economist, Mr. AVarde Norman, of which the object is to

prove, by an Examination of some prevailing Opinions
as to the I'ressnre of Taxation in this and other Coun-

tries, first, that a certain amount of state-taxation less

seriously impedes the progress of the general prosperity
than is commonly supposed ; secondly, that the fuller

expenditure and consequent taxation of Great Britain
will fairly bear comparison with that of other large
civilised countries, comparative wealth and resources

being taken in account ; and, thirdly, that the pre-
vailing opinion of the prodigal expenditure of the
British government, in proportion to the results ob-

tained, or tested by the expenditure of other great and
civilised countries for similar purposes, is capable of dis-

proof. Of course, the general basis of these comparisons
is relative power to bear taxation

; but the knowledge
brought to the illustration of the subject is worthy of

attention, and the results are really strildng. It is at

least proved bj' the writer that the Continental coun-
tries have fewer advantages, in respect to taxation,
than have been, without due investigation, generally
attributed to them.

Her Majesty's Theatre opened on the 12th, with the
Medea of Mayer, the heroine being performed by Mdle.
Parodi, and a ballet called Les Metamorphoses, in
which the favourite Carlotta Grisi appeared. The
house was fully and fashionably attended. On the 21st,
Mr. Sims Reeves made a successful debut in the character
of Ernani.
The Royal Italian Opera at Covent Garden, opened

on the 16th, with an Italian version of the Freischutz.
Herr Formes was the Caspar, and Madame Castellan
the Agatha. This theatre, also, was quite full.

An elegant little piece, called The Poet's Slave,
founded oa tlie French comedy of L'Esclave de Camoens

,

has been jiroduced at the Olympic with success. It is

from the pen of Mrs. Seymour, who plays the part of
the heroine.
A piece, called Tlie Vicar of Wakefield, has been per

foriued at the Strand theatre, and two dramatists have
been disputing about its authorship ;

a thing not wortli

disputing about. Goldsmith's novel having already been
dramatised by Thomas Dibdin and others.

3Iuch Ado About Nothing was performed at the Hay-
market on the 11th, for the benefit of Mr. and Mrs.
Kean

;
the Queen and Prir>co Albert being present.

Tliey also honoured with their presence the benefit of
Mdlle. Charton, on the 13th, at the St. James's, when
Auber's opera of Le Ma<;on was performed.

'The Philharmonic Society commenced its thirty-

eighth scries of annual performauces on the -Ith. The
concert was of the usual degree of excellence. Miss
Lnnisa Pync made her first appearance before the
Philharmonic audience, and went through this severe

ordeal very successfully. The second concert was on
the 18th.
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COMMERCIAL RECORD.

BANKRUPTS.
From the Gazette of March 1. TnoMAS Atki.vson, Liverpool,

slater.—John Belbin, Beaumont-street, St. M.arylebone, coach-

maker.—John Deoms Datman, Cannou-.<treet-road, ironmonger.
John Favvcett, Hull, timber merchant.—J adez Hunt, Bath,
victualler.—Richard liANOLEv, Old Paradise-row, Islington,
licensed victualler. — Bernard Martinf.lli, Frederick-street,

Regent' s-park, and Nottingham-mews, Marylebone, coachmaker.
— Lucius Theodore Sabine, Weymouth, Dorsetshire, iron-

monger.— John Hardinge Veitch, Durham, printer.
— John

Kino Watt.s, St. Ives, Huntingdonshire, scrivener.

March o. James Brooks, Winslow, Buckinghamshire, vic-

tualler.—Joseph Chawner, Kenilworth, Warwickshire, grocer.—Joseph Downh.im, Harrogate, Yorkshire, wine merchant.—
Charles Thomas Glover, Manchester, sniallware dealer. —
Edward Hodges, Swinfcrd, Leicestershire, s-irgeon.

—John La
GuERRANDE, Liverpool, merchant. — William Livermoke,
Oxford-street, ironmonger.— Robert Parker, Nottingham, com-
mission agent.

—Joseph Purssell, Wellington-street, Waterloo-

town, and Mile-end New-toi^m, Bethnal-green. butcher.—George
Smith, Cumberland-row, King's-cross, Battle-bridge, cheese-

monger.—Henry Titford, Worship-square, engraver.
March 8. John Breakley, Lowerby-bridge, near Halifax,

Yorkshire, timber merchant.-Robert Brown, Howden, York-

shire, tailor.—Charles Burgin, Sheffield, steel manufacturer.—
Charles Christie, Vanxhall-walk, and Broad-street, Lambeth,
timber merchant. — James Wigg Hickling, Montague-close,
Southwark, wharfinger.

— Thomas Long, Belgrave-street south,

Pimlico, picture dealer.—Robert Parker, Nottingham, com-
mission agent.

—William Henry Swinton, South-street, Fins-

bury, merchant.—Edward Underhill, Radnor-cottage, Chelsea,
builder.

March 12. Geohoe Frederick Gardener, Rayleigh, Essex,
grocer. — James Hardcastle, Manchester, tavern-lieeper.

—
James Sijipson Holmes, Liverpool, merchant.—Samuel P.vrk-

HousE, Cambridge, maker and vender of medicines for horses
and cattle.— William Amy Sheman, Rugeley, Staffordshire,
builder.—Thomas Williams, Epsom, SuiTey, draper.
March 15. Matthew Battem, Kintbury, Berkshire, sheep

dealer. — Peter Fielding, Khyl, Flintshire, hotel keeper.—
Samuel Firth, Leeds, linendrapers.

—Thomas Garrett, Stow-

market, Suffolk, coachmaker —James Harbridge, Islip, Oxford-

shire, miller.—John M'GupriE, New-road, Whitechapel, draper.—George Palmer, Langmere, Norfolk, cattle dealer.—Benj.imin

Smith, Threadneedle-street, City; Bow-common; and Duke-
street, Lincoln's-inn-fields, silversmith.
March 19. John Barton Balcohbe, Cannon-street, City,

sharebroker.— John Bedford, Bath, music seller.—Charles
Cove, Hornchurch, Essex, builder.—William Gore, Liverpool,

wheelwright.— James Harbidoe, Islip, Oxfordshire, miller.—
John Spicer, Barking, Essex, blacksmith.
March 22. Thomas Brethiceton, Birmingham, livery stable

keeper. — Peter Broad, junior, Brighton, tallow chandler.—
Robert Dodd, Sheerness, builder.— John Gouldesbrough,
Manchester, manufacturer.—John Lloyd, New Oxford-street,
hosier.

March 26. William Bilby', Essex-place, Grange-road, Dalston,
warehouseman.— George Everiiard. Longton, Statibrdsliire,
earthenware manufacturer.—James Hiley', South-street, Fins-

bury, private boarding-house keeper. — John Watson, and
Robert Young Watson, Sunderland, ship builders.

March 20. Samuel Wroth Anthony', Evertjn, Lancashire,
shipowner.—William Benjamin Blaeer, lAttle-Britain, City,

plumber.—Jarez Bo^vYER, Borcham, Wiltshire, miller.—John
Bymer, Oswestry, Salop, grocer.

— William Chadwick, Man-
chester, paper manufacturer.—Thomas Bagley Coosens, Wis-
beach, St. Peter's, Cambridgeshire, ship builder.—John Croome,
Bristol, manufacturing engineer.—William Ellison, Stainsby-
road, Poplar, builder.— Robert Godsmap.k, jun., Crosby-row,
Wahvorth-road, grocer.

— Cornelius Harness and Edward
BisLEY, Aldermanbniy, City, warehousemen. — Mary Levi,
Julia Levi, and Esther Levi, Liverpool, stationers.—.Iohn
STOLi.Eand William Hodgson, Christian-street, St. George's-in-
thc- East, vinegar makers.—Joseph Eoein.son, High Ilolborn,
bookseller.

BANKRUPTCY ANNULLED.
Feb. 28.—William Hale, Woolwich, rocket manufacturer.
March 5.—George Fordham Blow, Great Dover-street, New-

ington, Surrey, currier.

March 7.—Angus Nicholson, Bowling, Y'orkshire, builder.

THE STOCK AND SHARE MARKETS.
City, March 28.

The stock markets during the month have shown a strong
disposition to improve, but various causes, chiefly foreign and of
.a political character, have combined to check any upward move-
ment. La.'-.t month closed with Consols at 94? to 95, and the
market remained steady and gradually requiring strengLh, till

the 12th, when the price marked 95;', but sliortly after it tiecame
miicli weaker, gradually falling to 95 J, chiefly owing to the appre-
hensions raised by the accounts of the excited state of Paris, con-

sequent upon the election of the Socialist candidates. Since then
prices have been looking up again, and to-day's quotation is 95J
to 96.

Railway shares during the greater part of the month were
depressed, and prices underwent a further fall, but within the
last ten days more contidence has been shown, and tlie market is

now a good deal steadier for the majority of lines, though without
activity in the dealings.

STOCKS.



Monthly Supplement to ''HOUSEHOLD WORDS" Conducted hy CHARLES DICKENS.

THE

HOUSEHOLD NARRATIVE
OF CURRENT EVENTS.

1830.] From the 30th MARCH to the 36th APRIL.* [Price 2d.

THE THKEE KINGDOMS.

ENGLISHMEN
are said to begiu whatever tliey have to say, by talking about the weather. As the weather

has a very material iuflueuce on the condition and prospects of the " Three Kingdoms," in the changing
month of April, we need offer no apology for availing ourselves of an Englishman's privilege in commencing
our account of it.

For, in Spring, as we all know, the first indications of good or bad harvests present themselves. Upon
these, a vast deal nationally depends,

—
prosperity or depression ;

wealth or want ; employment or idleness ;

mercantile activity, or commercial stagnation. In politics, also,
" our agricultural prospects" have their

mfluence. A bad harvest surrounds the minister with accumulating difficulties, while a good one smooths

many away. It is said of an ex-premier, who has been at the head of affairs more than once, that

when called upon to deliberate on taking office, he is guided less by the a.spect of what is called
" the political

horizon," than by the state of the barometer. He calculates that if there be a reasonable chance of

excellent crops, there is a corresponding probability of the people being good-humoured. It is astonishing

how a man's mind clears up with the weather ; and how it darkens (on such subjects as the Income Tax, and

other trifles of that nature) -n-ith the sky.

Happily, the month's accounts from almost every part of the eountiy give hope of an abundant season.

A dry seed-time was followed by an unusually cold and nipping frost durmg March, which, though

retarding vegetation, kept it from peering above grovmd to be bitten and blighted. April was ushered in

with storms, the disastrous effects of which on shipping we have to record,—but the genial weather

which followed, was only interrupted by heavy showers, much required for hrigation after the long

drought. An unusual amount of electricity discharged itself on two occasions in severe thunderstorms.

Upon the whole, vegetation promises unusually well. And, as things run on smoothly with the human,
as with the equine race, when it can command abundance of corn, we are happy in the prospect before us.

Plenty, however, so advantageous to the buyer, is, according to protectionist theories, a bane to the seller.

Indeed, it is so, unless means of production are multiplied by skill, energj', and industiy, in an inverse ratio

to the diminution of prices. It has yet to be seen, whether the downward tendencies in the price of farm

produce will be met by the farmer so as to decrease " the agi'icultural difficulty
"
which still exists.

The emigration movement has not slumbered, and is making head vigorously, as the season advances.

Vast numbers of persons have recently departed from Ireland, chiefly to the United States. The

public, at length awakened to a sense of the vast magnitude of the subject, and to its immeasurable

benefits,
—both to those who go abroad, and to those who remain at home,—are beginning to bestir

themselves out of doors. Attention is universally directed to our gi-eat Australian colonies, but it rests

with the public, still, to enforce upon the Government and Legislature the necessity of a careful,

comprehensive, liberal scheme of popular emigration, and of a system of regulations for the health, comfort,

and happiness of eniigi-ants. There is no question of imjiortance to the community, which is not

included in this question. Its vital interest to cveiy man who has the least care for the welfai-e of his

eountiy, and the progress of his race, cannot be exaggerated.
The lamentable uitellectual wants of a vast proportion of the humbler classes have occasioned during

the mouth much solicitude and discussion. These are due chiefly to Mr. Fox, member for Oldham,
whose educational Bill—to extend the means of instruction to all sects and classes—has excited

much wholesome and energetic agitation throughout the more thinking districts of the country ; by which
we mean the districts where men think, and act. It is striking, but discouraging, to note the contrast

between the manner in which such comprehensive educational projects as that of Mr. Fox are met by the

practical men of action in the manufactm-ing districts, and by the passive theorists of the House of Com-
mons. But, in the manufacturing districts, they know the danger, and the monstrous ignorance and

degradation lying at the base of all society ;
and m the House of Commons they do not,

—
yet. The pai'ty-

walls of that building are extremely thick, and keep out a great deal of social knowledge.
Our record of party politics presents features of vicissitude, and therefore of interest. April has

been (as Francis Moore, physician, might have predicted, if he had foreseen it,) a disastrous month
in the ministerial calendar. In the first week of the meeting of parliament after the Easter holidays, the

Cabinet had to endure, in the House of Commons, three defeats,
—two positive, and one compai-ative :

and, shortly after, a fourth. On a motion, having for its object improvement in the status and accommo-
dation of Assistant-Surgeons on board her Majesty's ships, ministers were placed in a minority equal
to eight votes. On the measure for extending the jurisdiction of County Courts, to which they were

not disposed to agi-ee, they voted -with a minority, which numlicrcd 67 against 144 votes. These were the

positive defeats ; the comparative one arose out of a motion to abolish the window tax. Against this the

Cabinet made some efibrt, but its supporters only mustered in sufficient strength to afford a majority of

three. Theii' last disaster was in a committee on the New Stamp Duties Bill.

*
It will be remembered by the readers of the preliminary annnnnremetit of tliis Supplement, that it is intended that numbers

of the "Household Narrative of Current Events" for the months of , I anuaiy, February, and March, shallbe published, at con-

venient intervals in time to complete the volume for the year. This is the explanation of the tirst page of the present number

being page 73.
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Wlioever rejoices, or whoever grieves, at these evidences of ministerial declension, cannot fail to

observe that tlie present -government has not only evinced, but acted on, a desire for economy.
Whether impelled by the pressure from without of the " Financial Reformers," or by a deeply-

rooted con\'iction that the salaries of many of his colleagues in various departments are too great,

Lord John Russell has obtained a committee to inquii-e into the emoluments of certain state officers

with a view to reduction. Tliis committee is constituted faii-ly, and includes Mr. Cobden, and his platform

colleague Mr. Bright.
The Bill for the abolition of intramural interments will be considered in a committee of the whole

House, next month. The Report on which this Bill is founded, is one of the most remarkable

public documents that have ever appeared in England. It would be impossible to illustrate more

impressively the deplorable condition into which we have insensibly lapsed, in respect of our disposal

of the dead—the shocking indecoi-um, the waste of means and life, the diffusion of sickness, pestilence,

misei-y, and want attendant on our present burial customs. To assert the awe and sanctity of Death ; to

separate the dead from the living ; to surroimd death, among the poor and wi-etched, with liumanising and

not hardenmg influences ; to respect the ashes of the humblest sharer in the common lot
;

is the lesson

that it teaches. This is the end of the legislative measure founded upon it. It may be retarded by weak,

mercenary, or bigoted opposition ; but it would be to doubt the sense, the decency, and human feeling, of

the countiy, to doubt its ultimate attainment.

NARRATIVE OF PARLIAMENT AND
POLITICS.

Vekt little business has been transacted in the House
OF Peers during the month. The House met after

the Easter recess on Thursday 11th, sat half-au-hour

to hear some bills read from the Commons, and ad-

journed.
On Friday 12th, Lord Campbell introduced a bill for

the better Requlation ofSpecial Pleadings.
—Earl Grey

then moved the third reading of the Convict Prisons Bill.

Lord Stanley dwelt especially on the danger of staving
off that which is inevitable, a thorough revision of our

secondary -punishment system.
— Transportation, said

Lord Monteagle, must be placed upon a new footing

altogether : it must be made acceptable to the colouists

themselves, which it cannot be without free institutions.
'—Earl Grey combated what he conceived to be the ex-

travagant objections to transportation ;
the prosperity,

nay the free emigration to Australia, are both the creation

of transportation ;
but the system of labour-gangs at so

groat a distance has proved a failure. To that he
ascribed the frightful evils alleged against transporta-
tion ;

and prospectively, but not very distinctly, he
foreshadowed some system of which the penal part
should be accomplished at home, while a more exten-

sive emplojTnent would be found for convict-labour

in the Colonies.—The bdl was read a third time and

passed.
On Monday 15th the Bishop of London declared his

intention to bring forward a bill to estabbsh a Court

of Appeal for tJie Clergy, to supersede such appeals
to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. The

proposed court would be, he said, a strictly clerical

tribunal.

On Thursday 18th the Pirates' Head Money Repeal
Bill was brought forward by the Marquis of Lans-
DOWNE for the second reading. It was not intended to

deprive parties engaged in the capture or destruction of

pirate vessels of aU reward, but to reward them according
to the value of their services.—Lord Ellenborough
commented severely on the recent actions with pirates on
the coast of Borneo, which he stigmatised as military
executions

;
and gave notice, that when the bill passed

into committee, he should move to substitute for one
of the present clauses a now clause, the effect of

which would be to give the same power of conferring
rewards on those engaged with pirates on sliore, which
was now granted to those engaged with pupates at sea.—The Earl of Ellesmerb defended Su' James Brooke,
whose conduct in Borneo entitled him to rank among
the heroes of civilisation. He had little doubt that
Borneo would soon become a flourishing settlement.— Lord Ellenborough reiterated his statement re-

specting the natives of Borneo, and declared that what
was termed piracy only amoimted to international war.
Labuan was utterly useless to England. ^—Earl Grey
declared that the natives were detennincd pirates,
whose expeditions were a terror to all who ti'aded in the
Indian Archipelago. So far from Labuan being a

failure, it appeared that 120 town allotments had
been disposed of; while the entire amount of revenue
estimated for tlie current year had been realised during
the month of January alone.—The bill was read a second
time.
A debate on The Abtises of the Irish Poor Law arose

on Friday 19th, in consequence of a petition presented
by the Marquis of Westmeath, relative to Carrick-on-
Shannon. In illustration of the working of the law, his

lordship referred to certain proceedings taken against
himself without the smallest legal notification, by which
a demand of rates amounting to 33?. was swelled to "ill.

by costs. He concluded by moving for a committee
to inquire into the subject-matter of the petition.—
The Marquis of Lansdowne did not deny that abuses
had crept into the administration of the poor law in

particular unions, but he did not think sufficient grounds
had been made out for iuquirj'

—-Lord Stanley thought
the reverse. The grossest abuses had prevailed for

months in the \inion to which the petition referred, and
he thought their lordships would not fulfil their duty
if they refused inquii-y.

—The Marquis of Lansdowne
withdrew his opposition to the appointment of a com-

mittee, in consequence of what Lord Stanley' had stated,
and the motion was agreed to.

On the 22nd, the Duke of Richmond obtained a

select committee to inquii-e into the evasions of the act

for preventing the importation, with foreign cattle, of
infectious diseases.

The Door-Keepers of the House came in for a share of

its attention on Tuesday 23rd. The report of the

committee on the fees and emoluments of parliamentaiy
officers, was laid on the table by its chairman, the Duke
of Richmond, who mentioned some curious facts

respecting the door-keepers. During four years the

minimum receipts of one of them ranged from 401A to

772/. per annvim ;
and during four maximum years, from

884/. to 2570/. per annum. Yet this very gentleman,
while incapacitated by age from performing his simple

duties, employed another person, who did it well for 160/.

a year. Fees were paid to the door-keepers, not only

by peers, editors of newspapers, and the East India Com-

pany ;
but the Society of Friends—for what reason his

Grace Itnew not—paid five potmds a year to the door-

keepers of that House.
The Earl of Malmesbitry then moved for a Beturn of

Corn imported since 1st January last, and of the average

price since that period.
— The Duke of Richmond

warned the House not to drive the British farmer "to

desperation."—The Marquis of Lansdowne expressed
his belief that the present low prices were exceptional.—Lord Stanley on the other hand declared his con-

viction that they were not exceptional but permanent.—The returns were ordered.

Business was commenced, when the House of Co:mmons
met after the Easter recess, on Monday the 8th, by Captain
BoLDERO, who directed attention to the disabilities

endured by the Assistant-Stirgeons in the Navy.
They nominally rank as lieutenants in the army or
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first lieutenants of marines, but are excluded from the

ward-room and from the society of their equal offi-

cers, and put into the cock-pit.
"
Then," said the cap-

tain,
" where is the cock-pit ? Wliy, in the liold of a

ship, where the sun never penetrates, where the only

light afforded is by lamps or caudles, where an impure
atmosphere constantly prevails, where it was impossible
to study, for stxidy could not be carried on in tlie midst

of midclies fond of larking and full of fun !" The school-

master, the engineer, his assistant, and even boatswains

and carpentere have each a separate room.—The resolu-

tion was opposed by Admiral Dundas, because there are

plenty of applicants for the place of assistant-surgeons in

our navy under the existing arrangement ;
and secondly,

that the proposed alteration is impracticable. When
the House divided, ministers found themselves in a

minority; for 48 voted with Captain Boldero, and 40

against him.
— Sir Francis Baring afterwards remarked,

that the wish of the House was one thing, and the prac-

ticability of the resolution another ;
and lie feared that

it could not be carried out with advantage to the ser-

vice. The ward-room of each ship was already fully
crammed with officers entitled to use it.

The House then resolved itself into a Committee of
Supply, when Colonel Siethorp proposed to reduce

the number of lords of the Admiralty from six to four
;

and that their salaries, and those of their secretaries, and
other officers in that department, should be curtailed so

as to effect a saving of 7,100/. a year.
—Sir F. Baring

contended that the number of the lords was not dispro-

portioned to the mass of detailed business to be superin-

tended, and that their salaries should be left to the con-

sideration of the committee upou public salaries.—Upon
this. Colonel Sibthorp restricted his motion to the

reduction of two lords, which, upon a division, was

negatived by 110 to 33.

Mr. Hume sought to retrench the vote of 089,971?.
for home naval establishments by the 10,000?. for drilling
the dockyard artificers. He too was beaten by 66 to 15.

On Tuesday the 9th, the Repeal of the Window Duty
was brought under notice by Lord Duncan. When,
he said, the deleterious effects of this tax upon the public
health is so notorious, it seemed a mockery to have dwelt
so strongly on sanitary measures in the Queen's speech
unless ministers had intended to abolish the tax upon
the light of Heaven. The Health of Towns Association

had pronounced it
" more vicious in principle, more

injurious in its practical consequences, than a tax on

food." If the 100,000?. a-year voted for the impossible
endeavour to suppress the Slave trade on the coasts of

Africa were saved, there would be no necessity for

taxing houses containing fewer than fourteen windows.—
Sir Charles Wood said, the tax already presses as lightly
on the poor as possible. Out of 3,600,000 houses, it is

only paid by 500,000 of the better class of houses
;
and

even for those the duty is ultimately paid by the capital
of the landlord in reduction of rent, rather than b)^ the

tenant. The superiority of the dwellings of the poor in

England over those in Ireland, where the tax does not

exist, refutes, according to Sir Charles, much of the

sanitary argument. The exemption of all houses having
fewer than twelve windows would cost, not 100,000/.
but 250,000/.-

—the duty now received from such houses.—
Sir George Pechell recalled the fact, that since 1835,
five Chancellors of the Exchequer have promised to
" con.sider" this subject, and not one has considered it

in the way the public voice requires.—Lord Robert
Grcsyenor was obliged to tell the Government, that

after the Commissions issued by them, which without

exception have recommended the abrogation of the tax,
their refusal to mitigate or moderate amounts to a great
loss of character on their part.—When the House

divided, there were for the motion, 77 ; against it, 80 ;

Ministerial majority, 3. The announcement of numbers
drew hearty cheers from the minority.

[Subsequently Sir George Pechell's annual return

of the window-dtities was printed. It shows that the

amount assessed in the year ending on the 5th, was

1,893,988/., and the net amount received was 1,813,629/.
The number of houses charged, 487,411.]

The County Courts Extension Bill came on for second

reading on Wednesday 10th. It was opposed by Minis-
ters and a portion of the Protectionist party.

—Sir

George Grey advised caution. The sum to be sued for

in these coui'ts was now limited to 20/., but it was pro-
posed to enlarge the limit to 50/. for debts, and from
61. to 20/. in cases of "

tort," in which damages for N\Tong
wore sought to be recovered. Where, urged Sir

George, was this to stop ? The House may next year
be called on to extend the jurisdiction indefinitely. The
bill also proposed an increase of the judges' and clerks'

salaries and to remove the limits of counsel's fees, which
wOl detract from the present advantages of cheapness.
To test the opinion of the Hovise with respect to the

bill, he moved that it be read a second time that day six

months.—Mr John Evans, in astonishment at Sir

George Grey's objection, asked, why deter the legisla-
ture from continuing in a course of utility .' The fre-

quency of decisions on pitiful quibbles is so great in the

superior courts, that the judges will find it impossible to

go on much longer, from mere contempt and ritlicule.—
Mr. Martin conceived the bill to be a step towards the

abrogation of trial by jury. All experience proved that
the best system of jurispnulence was that in which a

jury decided upon matters of fact, and a judge upon
law. Reverse that system, and allow 00 gentlemen [the

present number of County Court judges] through the

country to decide both fact and law, and serious evils

would ensue. [In a County Court it is at the option of

parties to have juries or not, as they please.]
—Mr. Cock-

burn gave liis cordial support to the bill. As to trial

by jury in civil actions, he believed that a single judge
of knowledge, education, and cxpei'icnce, was infinitely
better than juries, especially those selected at assizes.

In the course of equity, where property was dealt with
in masses and in its most important relations, there were
no juries. If important points of law arose, the case

might be brought before a superior court. The public
would do without juries willingly, for they very seldom
asked for them in County Court trials. The principle
of these courts simplified the law, which is so voluminous
and pei-plexing, that alawy er's lifetime is too short to learn

it, and even at last he cannot understand it
; while, to

the subject, the law is a sealed book
;
a state of things

to be ashamed of.—The Attorney -Generai, opposed
the bill with emphatic warmth. His arguments rested

chiefly on the gi'ounds that the County Court judges are

unrestrained by the opinion of a professional bar
;
that

the admission of persons to be witnesses in their cwn
cause either promotes perjury, or hinders sensitive par-
ties from seeking justice.

—On a division. Sir George
Grey's amendment was negatived, by 144 to 69

;
and

the bill was read a second time.—Mr. Hume inquired

whether, after this demonstration of feeling, the Govern-
ment would persevere in opposing so salutary a mea-
sure ?

—Sir George Grey said, he should object to

increasing the salaries of the judges ;
but he could not

undertake to say whether Government would oppose
the measure any further.

The Public Libraries and Museums Bill was no-w to

be moved into committee, and I*Ir. EwART announced
that he had modified it in two points .

—First, To limit

its operation to boroughs whose populations exceeded

10,000; Secondly, To "make it necessary for the town
council of any borough, before determiniug to carry this

act into effect, to call a public meeting of rate-payers,
and to obtain their distinct consent.—Colonel Sibthorp
would still oppose the bill

;
inasmuch as it would impose

a fresh tax, and he moved that it be committed on that

day six months.—Lord J. Manners also objected to the

1)111 as doing that for libraries and museums what the

legislature had refused to do for churches, hospitals, and
charities.—Mr. Oswald wished to know whether the

biU was intended to apply to Scotland ? If so, he should

oppose it.—Colonel Chatterton asked whether the

bill was to apply to Ireland ? These eager questions

produced a laugh.
—Mr. Ewart said that the bill was

not intended to a])ply to Scotland, but he should be most

ready to include Ireland in its operation, if the majority
of the Irish memliers so desired. He regretted to find

a proposition for the establishment of libraries and the

extension of knowledge opposed by three of the four

members for our universities.—CJolouel Sibthorp's amend-
ment was eventually lost by a majority of 35 out of 163

votes.

On Friday 12th Lord John Russell moved for a

e 2
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select committee on Oflieial Salaries. He proposed
that tlie inquiry should embrace the pay and emoluments
of offices held durins; the pleasure of the Crown by
Members of either House of Parliament ;

of judicial
officers in the Superior Courts of Law and Equity ;

the retiring pensions of the Judges ;
and also the expense

of Diplomatic Establislimcnts. Lord John supported
his motion by an ajipeal to precedents, and to the reduc-

tions effected at the recommendation of former com-
mittees of inquiry, of which there was one in 1798, in

civil estabHshments ;
others in 1818, 1828, and 1830,

on the salaries of office-holders in Parliament ; and a

fifth, on military establishments, in 1848. It was, said

his lordship, quite impossible to make sudden and

sweeping reductions, or to form fixed tariffs of salaries.—•

The motion was opposed by an amendment from Mr.
D'IsR.<i.ELi : he did not see why that should be done by
parliamentary committees, which it was the duty of

government to do. \Miy did not ministers introduce a

bill on the subject at once ? Lord John Russell's expe-
rience and studies would enable him to settle in a single

morning the scale of Parliamentary salaries
;
the Home

Secretary might do the same for the Judicial salaries
;

Lord Palmerston fn- the Foreign salaries-— no one
more capable. Bat committees, meant procrastina-
tion. If this one be granted, it must go into the
whole subject, as if no information existed

;
and nothing

will satisfy it but thorough investigation. Its evidence
will be published ;

and at the beginning of the session

of 1851—observed the honourable member, amid much
laughter—" leave will be asked to sit again." Much has
been said about the exhibition of works of art in 1851—
much respecting the competition of foreigners ;

but there
is one production which no foreign nation can touch, and
that is the blue book which the committee will produce!
Mr. D'Isvacli then moved " That this House is in

possession of all information requisite to revise and

regulate public salaries; that Parliamentary C<nnmittees
of inquiry would only lead to delay ;

and that it is the

duty of the Government, on their own responsibility, to

introduce the measures that may be necessary for effecting

every reduction in the National Establishments consis-

tent with the efficient discharge of the public service."—
The debate then exliibited some splitting of parties, cspe-

ciallj' among the financial reformers.—Mr. Hume would
not oppose the amendment because it emanated from the

opposite side of the house : he should like to see how many
of those who profess a desire for public economy could
vote against it. Perhaps it pressed Government, but
Governments ought to be pressed. If the Committee's
recommendations agreed with the wishes of Government,
Government would carry them out ; if not, they would
abstain. A committee was next to useless.—Mr. Hknley
complained that Lord John gave no indication that he
intended reductions. As to the Committee—would the
child unborn see the issue of its inquiries ? Sir. Henley
would vote for the amendment.—Sir Benjamin Hall
could not trust Ministers with the reduction of their own
salaries.—Mr. Bright was gratified to observe both

parties vying \vith each other in carrying out Mr.
Cobdcn's economic views. If the Committee were to be
such as Lord John had appointed on former occasions,
there would be delay and shirldng. In the hope, how-
ever, of an independent Committee excluding Govern-
ment influence, officials, and all salaried or pensioned
Jlembers of the House, Mr. Bright would give his
vote for the Government.—Finally, Mr. Disr.veli's
amendment was negatived by 250 to 150.—Mr. HoRSM.iN
then moved another amendment, adding to tlie original
motion these words—" And incomes and emoluments of
Ecclesiastical Digiiitaries." This was negatived, by 208
to 95

;
and Lord John's motion was carried.

The Stamp Duties Bill was considered in Committee
on Monday 15. On the Chancellor of the Exchequer
proposing a further diminution of the rates of duty
on bonds and mortgages ^— from 5s. marked in the
schedule for every 50/. of loan, down to 2.;. 6rf.

;
and half-

a-crown upon every 50/. of increase—Sir Henry WiL-
lougiiby moved that the duty be l.s. on 50/., instead
of 2s. 6(/

,
as the Chancellor of the Exchequer proposed.

Sir Charles Wood objected
—and after some discursive

conversation, the House affirmed Sir Henry Willoughby's
amendment, by 164 to 135; whereupon there arose

great cheering. Sir Charles Woon immediately stated,

^

that in consequence of this decision, the Government
(

would proceed with the bill no further that night, and
would take time to consider what to do next.
On 16th Mr. Milner Gibson brought forward four

resolutions for the abolition of Taxes on Knowledge:
1st, To repeal the excise duty only on paper ; 2nd, To
abolish the stamp, and 3rd, the advertisement duty on
newspapers ; 4th, To do away with the customs duty on

foreign books. The sacrifice, said Mr. Gibson, of the
small excise duty on paper yearly, would lead to the em-

ploj-ment of40,000 people in London alone. We are totally
driven out of our own colonies in British America by
the paper of the United States, France, Germany, and

Italy. The suppression of Chambers' Miscellany, and
the prevented reissue of Mr. Charles Knight's Penny
C)-clop;edia, from the pressure of the duty, are gross
instances of the check those duties impose on the diffu-

sion of knowledge. INIr. Gibson did not propose to alter

the postal part of the newspaper stamp duties
;

all the

duty paid for postage—a very largo proportion
—woidd

therefore still be paid. He dwelt on the unjust Excise

caprices which permit this privilege to humorous and
scientific weekly periodicals, and even to the candlestick
and candelabrum circular of an advertising tradesman,
but deny it to the avowed " news" columns of the daily
press. He especially showed by extracts from a heap of

unstamped newspapers, that great evil is committed on
the poorest reading classes, by denying them that useful
foct and true exposition which would be the best
antidote to the pernicious principles now disseminated

among them by the cheap unstamped press. There is

no reason but this duty, which only gives 350,000/. per
annum, why the poor man should not have his penny
and even his halipcnuy newspaper, to give him the

leading facts and the important ideas of the passing time.
The tax on advertisements checks information, fines

poverty, mulcts charity, depresses literature, and im-

pedes every species ofmental activity, to realize 150,000/.

per annum. That mischievous tax on knowledge, the

duty on foreign books, is imposed for the sake of no more
than 8000/. a year ! IMr. Gibson concluded by express-

ing his firm conviction, that unless these taxes were
removed, and the jirogrcss of knowledge by that and

every other possible means facilitated, evils most terri-

ble would arise in the future,—a not unfit retribution
for the gross impolicy of the Legislature.

—Mr. Cowan
pointed out that the paper tax cheeked the progress
of manufacture. An attempt was made a few years
ago, in Gloucestershire, to manufacture paper from
straw

;
but while the cost of raw material was 2s. a

hundredweight, the duty was I4s. 9rf. the hundred-

weight, and, of course, the undertaking failed. He had
in his possession some pajjcr made so long ago as the

year 1800 from straw
;
and but for the excise incubus,

that peculiar manufacture would, by this time, have been

brought to a high state of perfection.
— Sir C'harles

Wood opposed the mf)tion. Everybody was nibbling
at the surplus, although it had been already disposed of
in other reductions. This course persisted in, he

seriously apprehended that a sur])lus would be more
disastrous to a Chancellor of the Exchequer than a defi-

ciency.
—Mr. RoERUCK, insupportingMr. Gibson, assured

the House that it was centuries behind the time
; whereat

the House laughed. The education which the House
refused, the French Socialists will give. The masses
arc learning from them the power of "combination."
The learned member then proceeded to exclaim with
vehemence—"They will put you down to a certainty;
but thej- won't know how to direct their power for the

good of mankind. For God's sake, therefore, allow us
to give the instruction which these vast multitudes need,
who are destined to exercise power in this country !

"—
Lord John Russell owned that it is

"
very desirable

that the people in general should have political intelli-

gence. It is very fit that all the political concerns of

the country should be kuowm ;

" but much of the matter
contained in the newspapers is hardly to bo dignified by
the name of knowledge. He opposed the motion,
chiefly on account of the financial diffieidtics it pre-
sented.'—After a speech from Mr. D'lsraeli, partly in

favour and partly against them, the resolutions were

negatived.
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Ml-. Fox's Education Bill came on for second reading
on Wednesday 17th. Mr. SxAFroHD opposed it on philo-
gieal grounds. It did not aecxirately define the word
"secular," which might mean "atheistic." He con-
cluded by moving that the bill be road that day six

months.—The Earl of Ara'NDEL and Suiiuky main-
tained that secular education is quite inconsistent with

religion, and warned the House, that in this country
there are books of a highly intellectual character, beau-

tifully written and widely circulated, which would

utterly destroy every vestige of the Christian reli-

gion. The noble Lord read a scries of extracts fi-om

works by Dr. UUathorne, a Catholic vicar apostolic,
Mr. Laing, Mr. Newman, two American writers, the
Rev. Mr. Rose, and also from several newspapers ; winding
up with a stanza from " Reverberations." His lordship
then having thanked the House for having allowed him
to "

disgust
" them by the passages he had read, proceeded

in the following strain :
—Every one knew what his par-

ticular religious belief was
;
but he was not advocating

the claims of the Roman Catholic Church
;

he was
speaking on behalf of the poor of everj' religious denomi-

nation, that they should not be exposed to the peril of
their souls. Some three centuries ago a great convulsion
arose in men's minds ; what was called the Refor-
mation took place, and the Scriptures were set up for the

teaching of the Church. He did not say whether that
was right or wrong ;

but now they had arrived at another

period ;

—the Scriptures were to be utterly laid aside.

Lord Arundel wound up with a tremendous peroration.
The present movement he regarded as that of a mere
skirmishing party which would be easily driven in

;
but

what he called on the House to consider was, that this

was not the last attack
;
the two armies were joined ;

the battle-cry was "
religion

"
or "

irreligion,"
" God "

or "
devil," and the issue for which they must fight was

heaven or hell !

" The mover of the amendment," said Mr. Roebuck,
in answer to these various remarks,

" had come with
his quiver full of arrows, feathered with epithets, and
barbed with imputations. In a mellifluous voice and
weU-poiscd sentences, he had nakedlj' charged the sup-
porters of the bill with supporting Atheism." The
noble seconder, continued the hoiKuirable gentleman,
had followed with quoted doctrines which had as little

to do with the biU as the doctrines of every saint in
the calendar. His lordship objected to the Reforma-
tion

;
and why ? Because it took mankind out of the

thraldom of that priesthood which the noble lord would
call a Church. Mr. Roebuck denied it. The pi'iesthood
were neither the Church nor the exclusive teachers of

religion. Everj' father of a family when he opened the
Bible and taught his children from its pages, was as

much a teacher of religion as the meddling priest ;
he

formed as much a portion of the Church as he who
propounded doctrines from the pulpit. Mr. Rocbiick
asked for the education of the people, and he asked it

upon the lowest ground. As a mere matter of policy, the
State ought to educate the peoidc ;

and why did lie say
so ? Lord Ashley had been useful in his generation in

getting up Ragged Schools. [Here a titter arose in the

house.] Mr. Roebuck saw nothing to laugh at, it was
a great imputation upon this kingdom that such schools
were needed. Why were they needed ? Because
of the vice which was swarming in all our great
cities. We pass laws, send forth an army of judges
and barristers to administer them, erect prisons and
place aloft gibbets to enforce them

;
but religious

bigotry prevents the chance of our controlling the evil

at the source, by so teaching the people as to prevent
the crimes we strive to punish. It was because he
believed that prevention was better than cure

;
it was

because he believed that the business of Government was
to prevent crime iu every possible way, rather than to

punish it after its commission, that he asked the House
to divest themselves of all tliat prejudice and bigotry
which was at the bottom of the opposition to this

measure. Mr. Stafford's speech was in the same
spirit as Lord Arundel's. The latter represented Grand-
mother Church, and the former Good Mother Church

;

and he had no doubt that many hon. gentlemen
vrould be found on the Ministerial side of the house who

buck then proceeded to ask how the secular knowledge
which it was proposed to give under this bill would shut
the mind of the children ? He begged it to be borne in
mind that it was not proposed to take the child away from
home for seven years and then restore him. He was to
be at home day by daj-, and almost hour by hour;
at school, and at home, alternately. The school would
teach him secular education, and he would gn home
trained for the moment

; by degrees he would be
better trained to receive religious instruction at home.
Mr. Roebuck concluded by remarking iu reference to
Mr. Fox, the franier of the bill, that he was glad to see
that there was a gentleman in tlu' house who had courage
to face all the imputations that had been brought
forward — for he must have known that he would
have to face them — and liaving now broken the

ice, he hoped he would no longer lialt by the way—that he would, in the language of the noble lord,
continue the great fight, for a "great fight" it un-

doubtedly was. During some portion of the learned

gentleman's speech, the house resounded with cheers.—
Lord Ashley believed that this was the beginning of a
series of conflicts

;
and he confessed alarm that the pro-

pounders of this measure persevered in renewing their

attacks on the religious education of the country. He
then quoted certain statistics to show that the educa-
tional resources o*' the country were much under-esti-

mated.—Lord John Rl'ssell believed that if it were

totally impossible to agree on any mode of religious

instruction, it would be better to have secular education
than none

;
but notliing short of absolute necessity could

justify the omission of religion. The bill is despotic ;

it would altogether destroy existing schools
;
for when

so much was demanded iu rates, the voluntary resoiu'ces

for promoting education must fail. It would be ex-

tremely hard that those who had spent their, money, time,
and labour, in establishing schools upon the religious

basis, should have their purposes defeated.—Mr. Hume
regretted Lord John Russell's opposition, as contrary to

the whole tenor of his previous conduct and opinions.
—

On the motion of Mr. Anstey, the debate was adjourned
to 2nd of May.
On Thursday the 18th, an attempt was made, but

defeated, to prevent the Larceny Siimmartj Jurisdiction
Bill from going into committee. Two amendments
were carried

;
one removing adults from the operation

of the bill, and the other that no offender above the age
of 1-1 should be whipped.—Mr. Roebuck—whose per-
sonal appearance is rather juvenile

—caused some amuse-
ment during the latter discussion. He remarked that,

speaking of himself, he could say, that if anybody had
laid hands upon him as a boy

—
(here he was interrupted

by much laughter). He spoke what he felt as an indi-

vidual, and had a right to suppose that the same feelings
existed in the breast of the peasant.

—In the end,
the bill was reported as amended.
The Australian Colonies Bill was debated in commit-

tee on Friday the 19th. On the sixth clause Sir Wil-
liam MoLESVVORTH movcd an amendment, for the pur-

pose of establishing "in the Colonies of Van Diemeu's
Land and South Australia respectively, a Legislative
Council and a House of Assembly." After a sharp de-

bate, it was lost by 218 to 150.

The CUAXCEI.LOH OF THE EXCHEQUER, on tile 22nd,

gave his promised explanations of what he intended to

do with the ^tamp Duties Bill. It was simply this ;
—

that the amendment carried on a former evening would

produce so great a diminution of revenue, that if it were

persisted in, he should be obliged to abandon the bill.

Meantime he proposed to abide by the vote of the House
as to the Is. duty on sums under 50/.

;
then to raise

that by Is. 6rf. on every 25/., up to his own scale of 10s.

for 200/., and to carry it uniformly up, from that

amount, to 100,000/., at one-fourth per cent.; finally

to adopt a limit, and to confine the maximum duty
to that which was payable on borrowing 100,000/.,

viz., 250/.

The details of the Australian Colonies Bill were then

debated at great length, and most of them affirmed.

—Mr. C. LvsiiiNGTON moved an amendment to clause

17, namely, that that part of it which provides for

the signification of Her Majesty's pleasure on every
represented some of her improper daughters. Mr. Roe- bill which shall be passed by the council in any of the



colonies altering the snms allotted for the sustentation of

pubUc -worship, be omitted.

On the second reading of the JSIefropolitmi Inter-

ments Bill (introduced on the 15th), it was agreed
that it should not be committed till Friday the 10th

May.
Col. SiBTHORP was amusing on the Ofthial Salaries

Bill.—On Lord John Russell naming the select com-

mittee, the Colonel said, that instead of appointing
this " select

"
committee, the noble lord at the head of

the Government had better have said candidly^" I

mean to take care of myself and of my own salary. I

shall look after my friends, and I will stand by them as

long as they stand by me
; uhi mel, ibi apes [where

the honey, there the bees]. Let them support me,
and they shall have plenty of turtle and venison !

" He
then called the committee a "

packed
" one ; with what

justice will be seen : it was agreed to consist of the fol-

lowing members:—Lord J. Russell, Mr. W. Patten,
Mr. Bright, Sir J. Y. BuUer, Mr. Cobden, Mr. Beckett,
Mr. Napier, Mr. Home Drummond, ^Ir. W. Evans, Sir

W. Molesworth, Mr. Henley, Mr. Ellice, Mr. Ricardo,
Mr. Walter, and Mr. Deedes.
Mr. Labouchere brought in the Mercantile Marine

Bill in its altered state, and it was read a first time.

Mr. Heywood, on the 23rd, moved for an address

praying for a Royal Commission to inquire into the
State of the U?iiversities of Oxford, Cambridge, and
Dublin, with a view to then- adaptation to the require-
ments of modern times. Many things, he said, demanded
reforms, which the Universities could not make for them-
selves. Sir R. Inglis denied the right of the House to

ask the Crown to interfere unless a prima facie case

were made out against these institutions. They were
reforming themselves, and the University of Oxford
since 1800 was a great reforming body.

—Lord John
Russell could not agree to a motion which might be
characterised as a bill of indictment against the Univer-

sities, not considering that they were objects of accusation

by the gi-eat majority of the country. Considerable im-

provements had been made by the Universities them-
selves, but these improvements might be rendered more
complete ; and he proposed to advise the Crowai to issue

a Royal Commission for Oxford and Cambridge.—Mr.
Heywood withdrew his motion

;
and Mr. Roundell

Palmer, on the ground that so important a matter

required consideration, moved an adjournment of the

debate, which was carried by 273 to 31.

Mr. Milnes moved the second reading of Juvenile

Offenders' Bill on Wednesday 24th, iu a speech in

which he stated that the 545,4o4/. which youthful cri-

minals had cost the country during the last six years,
had not produced a single reibrmatory result. That
sum had therefore been utterly wasted.—Sir G. Strick-
land moved that the bill be read that day six months,
which was carried without a division.

The AJfirmatio7i Bill was next discussed, on Mr.

Page Wood moving it into committee. The object of
the measure was to legalise a simple affirmation by all

persons who have conscientious scruples against taking
au oath—a iJrivilege now only enjoyed by Quakers and
Moravians. After a short conversation the motion was
negatived by a majority of 148 to 129.

PKOGKESS OF BUSINESS.

Haiise of Lords.—k^ril 12th. Convicts' Prison Bill read third
time and passed.

15th.—Brick Duties Bill passed through committee.
16th.—Exchequer Bills and Brick Duties Bills read third time

and passed.

18th.—Pirates' Head-money Bill read second time.

22nd.—Smoke Prohibition and School District Contribution

BilLs, passed through Committee.— Select Committee to inquire
into Evasions of 11 & 12 Victoria, cap. 106.—Foreign Cattle Im-
portations Act.

23rd.—Regulation of Pleadings Bill read second time.—School
Districts Contributions Bill read third time and passed.

House of Commons.—April 8. Stamp Duties Bill read second

time, "pro forma."—Pul/lic Health (Ireland) and Parochial As-
sessments Bills read first time.

9th.—Seciu-ity for Advances on Irish Land Bill, read first

time.—Vote of 2,434,417Z. taken for Ordnance Estimates.—Brick
Duties Bill and Small Charitable Trusts Bill passed.

10th.—County Courts Extension Bill, Public Library and
Museums Bill, and Parish Constaljles Bill, read second time.—
Exchequer Bills (9,200,000!.) read third time and passed.
11th.— Distressed Unions (Ireland) Advances and Repayment

Bill, read second time.—.Tudgments (Ireland) Bill, read third
time and passed.—Legal Technical Objections Restraining Hill,
read first time.—Naval Prize Balance and Indemnity Bills read
first time.

12th.—Committee of Inquiry into Public Salaries agreed to.—
Public Healtli (Scotland), and Public Improvement (Scotland)
Bills, read second time.—Estates Leasing (Ireland) Bill, read
third time and passed.

—
Indemnity Bill read second time.

15th.—Medical Charities (Ireland) Bill read second time.—
Indemnity Bill passed through Committee.—Metropolitan Inter-

ments, Convict Prisons, and Railway Abandonment Bills, all

read first time.

16th —Committee to inquire into Investments for the Savings
of the Poor granted.

ISth.—Larceny Jurisdiction Bill reported as amended in Com-
mittee. -Naval Prize Balance Bill read second time.—Indemnity
Bill read tliird time and passed.

19th.—Mercantile Marine Bill withdrawn for modification and
amendment.

22nd.—Metropolitan Intei-ments, and Railway Abandonment
Bills were read each a second time.—Resolution that Naval
Prize Balances should be paid out of Consolidated Fund.—
Mercantile Marine Bill read a first time on re-introduction.

23rd.— Committee granted to Mr. Roebtick to inquire into the
defalcations of Sir Thomas Turton, Registrar of tlie Court of

Bengal.—Collector of Fees in Chanceiy Bill read first time.

24th.—New Writ for Lymington ordered, Mr. Keppel having
accepted the Chiltern Hundreds.

IHERE was an aggregate meeting of the citizens of
Dublin convened in the Rotunda, to petition the

legislature against the contemplated Abolition of the

Office of Lord Lieutenant on the 8th. The llound
Room was crowded, the audience including ladies. The
chair was taken l)y the Lord Mayor. Resolutions

condemnatory of the intended abolition of the vice-

regal court were adopted.—At a meeting of an opposite

tendency, of the Irish Alliance, a Mr. Leyue called upon
the audience to despise the pocket patriotism that peti-
tions for a continuance of the Lord-Lieutenaney.

" Heed
not what is called the indignant protest of outraged
national feeling. It is but the grumbling of the dis-

charged menials of the Castle. It is but the lament
of the official purveyors who hold diplomas from Vice-

roy's Chamberlain. It is not a revolt of the people that

rages. It is a squabble in the kitchen,—an emeute of
the scullery against the drawing-room." These remarks
were received with gi-eat hilarity.

The Tenant Ttic/ht Movement is increasing in some
districts, especially in Ulster, Tippcrary, and Limerick ;

and meetings were held at which ridiculously violent

language was used. Combined action, no frequent expe-
dient in Ireland, has been determined on. A congress
of delegates, to meet in Dublin, is in coiu'se of organisa-
tion.

The Kepeal Association is fast expiring. At the

meeting in Conciliation Hall on Tuesday the 9th, there
was a very small attendance. Mr. Jolm O'Connell
announced the rent for the week to be 4/., and stated

that if the country did not come foi-vvard to support the

Association, it would be impossible for him to keep the
doors of Conciliation Hall open much longer.

The first of two meetings of a conference convened by
the National Reform Association was held in Crosby Hall
on the 23rd & 24th. Its objects were to receive reports
fi'om delegates in reference to the progress of the reform

movement, to devise means of carrying out with promp-
titude and vigour the objects of the Association, and to

complete the arrangements for realising the fund of

10,000/. required for the present year's operations. The
attendance was very numerous : many of the leading
Reformers were present, and there were no less than 130

delegates from different parts ofthe kingdom. Sir Jo.shua

Wahnsley, President of the Association, was in the chair.

Able speeches were made by the Chairman, Colonel

Thompson, Mr. Hume, Mr. AV. J. Fox, Mr. J. Kershaw,
Mr. Ileyworth, and other eminent individuals

;
and

several resolutions wore unanimously adopted.
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NARRATIVE OF LAW AND CRIME.
On the 2iid, Thomas Denny was ti-icd at Kingston-on-
Thames for Murdering his Child. He was a farm-servant,
and so poor that he lived in a hay-loft on his master's pre-
mises witli his reputed wife. In August a child was born,
and died immediately. Suspicions arose, and an investiga-
tion took place, which led to the prisoner's commitment

charged with murdering the infant. On the trial the

prisoner's son, an intelligent boy of eight years old, told

the following graphic story of his father's guilt :
—" We

all," he said, "lived together in the hay-loft at Ewell.

When mother had a baby, I went to my father and told

him to come home directly. When we got back, my
father took up the baby in liis arms. He then took up
an awl. [Here the child became much atfectod and
cried bitterly, and it was some time before he could

proceed with his testimony. At length he went on.]

My father took up the awl, and killed the baby with it.

He struck tlie awl into its throat. The baby cried, and

my father took the eliild to its mother, and asked her if

he should make a coffin for it. Before he said this, he
asked her if she would help to kill it, and gave her tho

awl. She tried to kiU it also. My father gave her the

child and the awl, and she did the same to it that he
had done. I was very much fi'ighteued at what I saw,
and ran away, and when I came back I found mother in

bed.
' ' The woman (Eliza Tarrant) had been charged as an

accomplice, but the bill against her was ignored by the

Grand Jury. On the trial, she was called as a witness
;

to which the prisoner's counsel objected, she being a

presumed participator in the crime. The woman
however was called, and partly corroborated her son's

testimony ;
but denied that she took any share in killing

her ofi'spring. The prisoner was convicted, and Mr.
Justice Maule jiassed sentence of death, informing him
that there was no hope of I'cspite.

—Subsequently however
the objections of the prisoner's counsel proved more
valid than the judge sujjposed, for the Secretary of State

thought proper to commute the sentence. The unfortu-
nate man received the respite with heartfelt gratitude.
Since his conviction he ajipeared to be overcome with

grief at his awful position.
" I'll tliruw you over !

"
exclaimed a carpenter of the

Strand Theatre, named Lepridge, to a fellow-woi-knran.

They were quarrelliug violently, and the latter

(Matthews) having taken refuge in one of the upper
boxes from the rage of liis companion, was followed by
Lepridge, who seized him by the throat and actually
threw liini over into the orchestra. This happened on
the 2nd. Matthews was seriously injured, but was able

to attend and give his evidence a few days afterwards
at Bow-street. The prosecutor humanely begged his

fellow-workman ofl', notwithstanding his savage con-

duct. The excuse was, that having been di'inking
all day, Lepridge was furious from into.\icatiou. The
magistrate sentenced him to a tine of bl., or two months
imprisonment.
A Tale of Misery was revealed on the 3rd to Mr.

a Beckett, the magistrate of Southwark police court. He
received a letter from a gentleman who stated that as he
was walking home one evening, his attention was attracted

to a young woman . She was evidently following animmoral
career

;
but her appeai-ance and demeanour interestinghim

he spoke to her. She candidly acknowledged, that having
been deserted by her parents, she was leading an aban-
doned hfe to obtain food for her thi-ee sisters, all younger
than herself. Her father had been in decent circum-

stances, but that unfortunately her mother was addicted
to drink, and owing to this inhnnity their parents had
separated, and abandoned them. The \VTiter concluded

by hoping that the magistrate would cause an inquiry to

be made. Mr. a Beckett directed an officer of the court
to investigate into this case. On tlie 4th, the officer called

at the abode of the j'oung woman, in a wretched street,
at a time when such a visit could not have been expected.
He found Mary Ami Bannister, the girl alluded to, and
her three sisters, of the respective ages of eight, eleven,
and fourteen, in deep distress. The eldest was washing
some clothing for her sisters. There was no food of any
description in the place. Altogether the case was a

very distressing one, and although accustomed to scenes
of misery, in the course of his duties, yet tliis was

one of the most lamentable the officer had met
with. The publication of the case had the effect of

inducing several benevolent individuals to transmit
donations to Mr. a Beckett for these destitute girls, to

the amount, as he stated on a subsequent day, of above
2bl. He added that it was in contemplation to enable
the girls to emigrate to South Austraha, and that mean-
while they had been admitted into the workhouse of
St. George's parish, where they would be kept till a

passage was procured for them to the colony. More
than one person had ofi'ered to take ^lary Ann Bannister
into domestic service

;
but emigration for the whole four

was thought more advisable.
A female named Lewis, who resided at Bassalleg, left

her home on the 3rd to go to Newport, about three
miles distant, to make purchases. She never retiu'ned.

A search was made by her son and husband, who
is a cripple, and on the night of the following day
they discovered her Murdered in a Wood at no very
great distance from the village, so frightfully mangled
as to leave no doubt that she had been waylaid and

brutally murdered. The head was shockingly dis-

figured, battered by some heavy instrument, and the
clothes were satmated with blood. For some days the

lierpetrators escaped detection, but eventually Murphy
and Sullivan, two young Irishmen, were arrested at

Cheltenham, on suspicion. Wearing apparel covered
with blood, and a number of trilling articles were found
on them. They were sent ofl' to Newport, where it was
found they had been engaged in an atrocious outrage
in Gloucestersliii'C, on an old man whom they had as-

sailed and robbed on the road near Purby ;
his skuU

was fi-actured
;
and liis life was considered to be in

imminent peril. Both prisoners were fully committed
to the county gaol at Monmouth to take their trial

for wilful murder.
A Dreadful Murder has been discovered in the neigh-

bourhood of Frome, in Somersetshire. On the 3rd a

young man named Thomas George, the son of a labourer

residing near that town, left his father's house about

eight in the evening and never returned. Next morn-

ing his father went in search of him, and found liis body
in a fanner's barn

;
he had been apparently dead for

some hours, and there were deep wounds in his head
and throat. A man named Henry HalUer, who had
been seen in company with the deceased, the night he

disappeared, close to the barn where his body was

found, was apprehended on the 18th on suspicion, and
committed to the county gaol.
An act of Vnparallelled Atroeify was committed during

the Easter week in the Isle of Man. Two poor men
named Craine and GUI went to a lull-side to procure
a bimdle of heather to make brooms. The proprietor
of the premises observed them, and remarked that he
would quickly make them remove then- quarters. He at

once set fire to the dry furze and heather, directly under

the billy place where the poor men were engaged. The
fire spread furiously, and it was only by rolling himself

do-wn the brow of the hUl, and faUiug over the edge of

a precipice into the river underneath, that GiU escaped.
His unfortunate companion, who was a pensioner, aged
80 years, and quite a cripple, was left in his helpless

state a prey to the flames. After they had subsided. Gill

went in search of Craine, whom he found burnt to a

cinder. The proprietor of the heath has been appre-
hended.
A Shot at his Sweetheart was fired by Jolin Humble

Sharpe, a young man of 21, who was tiied for it at

the Norfolk Circuit on the Oth. The accused, a young
carpenter, had courted and had been accepted by the

prosecutrix, Sarah Lingwood. She, however, listened

to other vows
;

the lover grew jealous, and was at

length rejected. In the night after he had received

his dismissal, the family of die girl's uncle with whom
she lived were alarmed by the report of a gun. On

examining her bed-room it was discovered that a bullet

had been fired through the wmdow, had crossed the

girl's bed, close to the bottom where she lay, grazed
a dress that was lying on the bedclothes, and struck a

chest of drawers beyond. Suspicion having fallen on the

prisoner, he was apprehended. The prisoner's counsel

admitted the fact, but denied the intent. The prisoner had,

he said, no desire to harm the girl, whom he tenderly loved.
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but only to alarm her aud induce her to return to

hira. The jury, after long deliberation, acquitted the

prisoner.
Several shocking instances of Agrarian Crime have

been mentioned in the Irish papers. At Glasslough,in the

county of Mouaghan, a shot was fired into the bedroom
window of Mr. John Robertson, land steward to C. P.

Leslie, Esq., on the night of the 10th. Arthur O'Don-

ncl, Esq., of Pickwick Cottage, in Clare, ivas murdered
near his ovm house, on the night of the lltli. He was
attacked by a party of men and killed with a hatchet.
The supposition was that this deed was committed by
recipients of relief whom Mr. O'DonncU was wont to

strike off the lists at the weekly revision by the board of
the Kilrush union, of which he was one. A man was
arrested on strong suspicion. There was another murder
in Clare. The herdsman of Mr. Scanlon, of Fortune in

that county, went out to look after some sheep, the

property of his master, Avhcn he was attacked by some
persons who had been lurking about the wood, and his

throat cut.

Two evidences ofthe Low PriceofLabour were brought
before the magistrates. One at Bow-street on the 10th,
when W. Gronnow, a journejTiian shoemaker, was

charged with pawning eight pairs of ladies' shoes entrusted
to him for making up. He pleaded extreme distress, and
said he intended to redeem the shoes that week. The
prisoner's employer owned that the man was entitled to

no more than 4«. 8rf. for making and preparing the eight
pairs of shoes. "Why," said the magistrate, "that

price is only sevenpence a pair for the workman. I am
not surprised to hear of so many persons pawning their

employers' property, when they are paid so badlj'."
The prisoner was fined Is. and ordered to pay the money
he had received upon the shoes within fovirteen days ;

in

default, to be imprisoned fourteen days. Being unable
to pay the money, he was locked up.
On the previous day a man named Savage, a slop

shirt seller, was summoned at Guildhall for 9f/., the
balance due to Mrs. Wallis for making three cotton
shirts. When delivered. Savage found fault with them,
and deferred paj-ment. Eventually \s. Zd. was paict
instead of 2s. The alderman said he was surprised at any
tradesman who only paid 8f/. for making a shirt, deduct-

ing id. from so small a remuneration
;

it was disgraceful.
He then ordered the money to be paid, with expenses.
Alexander Levey, a goldsmith, was tried at the Cen-

tral Criminal Court on the 10th, for the Murder of
his Wife. They were a quarrelsome pair : one day,
'vhile the husband, with a knife in his hand, was cooking
a sweetbread, the wife came in, and, in answer to his

inquiry where she had been, said she had been to a

magistrate for a warrant against him. On this, with a
violent exclamation, he stabbed her in the throat

;
she

ran out of the house, while he continued eating with the
kuife with which he stabbed her, saj'ing, however, he

hoped she was not much hurt. She died in consequence
of the wound. The defence was, that the blow had been

given in the heat of passion, aud the prisoner was found

guilty of manslaughter only. He was sentenced to

fifteen years' transportation.
On the same daj^, Jane Kirtland was tried for the

Manslaughter of her Husband. They lived at Shadwell,
aud were both addicted to drinking and quarrelling, in

both wliicli they indulged. Kirtlaiid having called liis

wife an opprobrious name, she took up a chopper, and
said that if he repeated the offensive expression, she
would chop him. He immediately repeated it with a
still more offensive addition, and at the same time thrust
his fist in her face, when she struck him on the elbow
with the chopper, and infiicted a wound of which he
died a few days afterwards. The prisoner, when called

upon for her defence, burst into tears, and said that her
husband was constantly drunk, and that he was in the
habit of going out all day, and leaving her and her cliil-

dren in a destitute state, and when he came home he
would abuse her and insult her in every possible way.
In a moment of anger she struck him with the chopper,
but she had no intention to do him any serious injury.
The jury found the prisoner Guilty, but recommended
her to mercy on account of the provocation she had
received. She was sentenced to be kept to hard labour
iu the House of Correction for six months.

A coroner's inquest was held in Southwark on the
same daj', respecting the death of Mrs. Mary Car-

penter, an Eccentric Old Lfff/(/, of eighty-two. She had
been left, by a woman who attended her, cooking a

chop for her dinner
;
and soon afterwards the neigh-

bours were alarmed by smoke coming from the house.
On breaking into her room on an upper floor, the

place was found to be on fire. The flames were

got under, bxit the old lady was burnt almost to a
cinder. Mrs. Carpenter was a very singular jicrson ;

she
used at one time to wear dresses so that they did not
reach down to her knees. Part of her leg was exposed,
but the other was encased with milk-white stockings,
tied up with scarlet garters, the ribands extending to

her feet, or flying about her person. In this extraordinary
dress she would sally forth to market, followed by
immense crowds of men aud children. For some years
past she discontinued these perambulations, and lived

entirely shut up in her house in Moss-allej', the windows
of which she had bricked up so that no light could enter

from without. Though she had considerable freehold

property, she had only an occasional female attendant,
and would allow no other person, but the collector of

her rents, to enter her preserve.
On the 12th, Mrs. Eleanor Dundas Percival, a lady

of thirty-five, destroyed herself by poison at the Hope
Cofiee-house in Fetter-lane, where she had taken tempo-
rary apartments. A Distressing History transpired at

the inquest. She was the daughter of a Scotch clergy
man, and lost the countenance of her family by marrying
a Catholic, a captain in the na^•y ;

wliile her husband
suffered the same penalty for marrying a Protestant.

About a year ago he and their infant died in the West
Indies

;
she afterwards became governess in the family

of Sir Colin Campbell, Governor of Barbadoes
;

her
health failing, she returned to England in October last,

and had since been reduced to extreme distress. Having
been turned out of a A\'est-end hotel, and had her effects

detained on accoiint of her debt contracted there, she

had been received iuto the apartments in Fetter-lane

partly through the compassion of a person who resided

in the house. While there, she had written to Miss
Burdett Coutts, and, a few days before her death, a

gentleman had called on her from that benevolent lady,
who paid up the rent she owed, amounting to 21. 14s.,

and left her IDs. On the evening above-mentioned
she went out and returned with a phial in her hand

containing morjihia, which, it appeared, she swal-

lowed on going to bed between five aud six o'clock,
as she was afterwards found in a dying state, and the

empty phial beside her. The verdict was Temporary
Insanity.

Elias Lvcas and Mary liceder were Executed at Cam-

bridge on the 13th. Lucas was the husband of the

female convict's sister, whom they had poisoned. Morbid

curiosity had attracted from twenty to tliirty thousand

spectators. In the procession from the jail to the scaflbld

there was a great parade of county magistrates.
The Middlesex magistrates sat on the 15th to hear

appeals of publicans whose licenses had been refused by
the divisional justices, for exhihitins,

"
Betting Lists"

which show the state of the "odds" against horses

entered for different races. This, it was alleged, encovi-

raged persons to make bets and to gamble. It was
admitted that these lists were the same with those

published in the newspapers ;
but on the other hand,

when bets were made, it was usual for the landlord to

hold the stakes
;
and the judge decided that, though

the landlord could not be made responsible for bets made
in his house, yet, when he became stake-holder, he was

knowingly suffering gaming, contrary to the temis of

his license. The licenses were ultimately granted^ on

the applicants promising to discontinue the betting Hsts,

and on payment, by each, of 10^. costs.

At the Mansion House, on the 16th, Walter Watts,
clerk in the Globe Assurance Office, late lessee of the

Marylebone and Olympic Theatres, after a series of

examinations, was committed for trial on a charge of

stealing two cheques of 1400/. each, the property of the

above oflice.

Louisa Hai-tley was charged at the Southwark Police

Court, on the 16th, with an Attemjit topoison her Father,
who is a fellowship-porter. On the previous morning



she made the coftbe for breakfast, on tasting it, it burnt

Hartley's mouth, and he charged the girl with having
put poison iu his cup, which she denied ; he then tasted

her coffee, and found it had no unpleasant flavour. His

daughter then snatched away his cup, and tlirew the

contents into a wash-hand basin. But in spite of her
tears and protestations of innocence, lie took the basin

to Guy's Hospital, where it was found that the cofl'ee

must have contained vitriol. The girl, who was said to

be of weak intellect, and stood sobbing at the bar, being

questioned, only shook her head and said she had

nothing to say. At a subsequent hearing the magistrate
decided that there was sufficient evidence for a com-
mittal.

Fresh Illustrations of Sm ithfield Crueltij were brought
to light by Mr. Thomas, secretary to the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, at the

Clcrkenwell Police Court on the 19th, to complain of

acts of gross cruelty on the part of drovers and others.

It was stated that oxen were daily overdriven,
until they became completely exhausted, and were

obliged to lie down in the streets, when they were

cruelly beaten and pricked in the hocks until the blood
flowed from their flesh, and by being thus tormented

they crawled along in pain to their destination, where

they were tied up, and fresh and unnecessary cruelties

were inflicted upon them prior to their being slaughtered.
Numerous complaints had been made to the Society by
humane persons, who were determined, if possible, to

check or put down the intolerable nuisance. The magis-
trate highly commended them for their exertions, and
intimated that he would grant warrants against ofl'end-

ing parties who could be identified.

A Scene from Life in London was detailed in the

Court of Exchequer on the 19th. A baker and bill-dis-

counter named Glen sued Lieut. Evans of the G9th, as

acceptor of a biU of exchange drawn by Lieut. Baldwin
of the Rifle Brigade. The defence was that the plaintiff
had obtained the bill by fraud and collusion with one

Humbert, who had stolen it from Mr. Baldwin, after

having got from him a letter in which he said he had
received money for the bill, which he had not. On being
cross-examined, Mr. Baldwin said, Lieut. Evans was in

London when the bill was drawn. We wanted to raise

200/., of which each was to have 100/. The Turf Wine-
stores, in Jermyn Street, where I met Humbert, is not
a regular gambling-house, but one to which men go
to make bets. I was a very frequent -visitor there,
" Ladies "

are admitted. I have played at hazard at

this house with Humbert. When I have been there,

they have always tried to persuade me to play. I have
never been a winner there. I have never won a "

copper"
there in my life. The game was not played there ha-

bitually. When I wrote this letter I was intoxicated,
although it was only 5 o'clock in the afternoon. I wrote
it deliberately. "What!" exclaimed Baron Alderson,
' ' do you call it writing a letter deliberately if you are

drunk at the time ?" The j iiry consulted for some minutes,
and then found " that the bill had been obtained by
fraud from the drawer, Baldwin, by Humbert, but that
there was no evidence to connect the plaintiff' with that

fraud." The verdict was then entered as for the plaintiff,

damages 200?.

A man named WiUiam Bennison, a workman in an

iron-foundry, has been committed to prison at Leith on

suspicion of having Poisoned his Wife. The circum-
stances of the case are extraordinary. The scene of the

murder is an old-fashioned tiled house in Leith. Ben-
nison and Ids wife occupied the second floor of a house in

which also resides Alexander Milne, a cripple from his

infancy, well kno\^^l to the frequenters of Leith Walk,
where he sits daily, in a small cart dra\^^l by a dog.
Mrs. Bennison, after, it is said, partaking of some gruel,
became very ill, and died on Monday, the 22nd inst.

The dog which drew the cripple's cart died about the
same time : suspicion was drawn upon the husband, and
he was apprehended, and the dog's body conveyed to Sur-

geon's Hall for examination. Some weeks before, Ben-
nison had purchased arsenic from a neighbouring
druggist, to kill rats, as he said. When suspected, he
called on the druggist, and requested liini and his wife
not to mention that he had purchased the arsenic. He
even pressed for a written denial of the fact, adding

that there might he arsenic found in his wife's stomach,
but he did not put it there. On the Monday previous to

her death it is said he enrolled her name in a benefit

society, by which on her death he was entitled to a sum
of 6/. At the prisoner's examination before the sheriff
the report of the chemists proix)unced the contentfi of
the dog's stomach to have been metaUic poison. The
accused was eventually committed for trial.—The de-
ceased and her husband were members of the Wesleyan
body, and bore an excellent character for piety. Bennison
professed to be extremely zealous in behalf of religion,
and was in the habit of administering its consolations to
such as would accept of them. His "

gifts
" of extempore

prayer are said to be extensive.
Two Men were shot at by a Gamekeeper lately in a

wood belonging to Lord Wharncliffe, near Bamsley.
The game on this estate is preserved by a solicitor, who
resides near Wokefield, who employs Joseph Hunter
as gamekeeper. Both the men were severely injured,
and Cherry, one of them, sued Hunter as the author of
the offence, in the Barnsley County Court, and the case
was heard on the 19th instant. Cherry stated, that on
the 23rd February he went to see the Badsworth hounds
meet at the village of Notton, and in coming down by
the side of a wood he saw the defendant, who asked

plaintiff' and two others where the hounds were. Plain-
tiff' told him they were in Notton-park. These men
left Hunter, and walked down by the side of Noroyds-
wood. They went through the wood, when one of the
men who was with hini began cutting some sticks.

Plaintiff then saw Hunter, who was about 25 yards
from them, coming towards them : the men began to run

away, when plaintiff said to the other,
" He 's going to

shoot us
;

" and before he had well delivered the words,
he was shot iu the arm and side, and could not run with
the others. A surgeon proved that the wounds were
severe and in a dangerous part of the body. The two
men who were with the plaintiff corroborated his evi-

dence.-—The Judge said that defendant deserved to be
sent to York for what he had done already. The
damages might have been laid at 100/. or 1000/. had

plaintiff been acting lawfully ;
but he thought plaintiff

had acted with discretion in laying the damages at 10/.,

for which he should give a verdict, and all the costs the
law would allow.

A simple personage named George Thompson, a cattle-

salesman in Little Britain, charged a suspicious-looking
fellow whose name did not transpire, at Bow-street, on
the 23rd, with an Ingenious Swindle. The complainant's
tale was, that on the previous day he was walking down
Holboru, when the prisoner, accompanied by another

jierson, accosted him in the following terms:—"Hallo,
old brick, you 're a countrj-man I can see by the look of

your jib; dang it, we must have a drain together." The
prisoner continued,

"
Well, we 'U just go in to Tom

Spring's and have a drain." They according went iu

to Tom Spring's, and witness was treated to two glasses
of port wine. While there, a game at skittles was

proposed by the prisoner, which was accepted, and his

friend and witness were invited to watch the game.
Various public houses were entered, and various pota-
tions of brandy and water indulged in. When the

skittle-ground was reached, the prisoner and his friend

played witness, but asked to bet on the game, and,

briefly to relate, the only ol. which he had were soon

won by betting and playing. The prisoner then said,
" Have you noniorc money ?

" Witness said,
" Not with

me, but I 've lo/. at home." After a great deal of

pressing on the part of the prisoner and his friend,

witness was foolish enough to go home with them in a

cab and get it. When he had got it, they adjourned to

another skittle-ground, and, of course, the 15/. soon

followed in the wake of 61., and then they all set off",

leaving him " in pawn
"

at the ])iiblie house for certain

li<luors they had had. Information was given to the

police, aiul the prisoner discovered. The magistrate
who adjudicated in the case remarked that he had never

known a person evince such childishness as Thompson
had show n. Tlie affair appeared to him to be a mere

gambling att'air, though he had no doulit the money was
won by unfair means, and the prisoner must itherefore

be discharged.
R. C. Willis, aclergjonan of the Church of England,
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was tried at tho Central Criminal Court, on the eighth

charge of Obtaining Money on False Pretences. He had

gone to Hatohett's Hotel, Piccadilly, and having run up
a bill of Zl. Zs. 6c?., he ga-ve a cheque for 14/. 13s. \d.,

and being known as a customer of the house, no suspicion
was entertained, and the difference was handed over to

him, the cheque, as in the other cases, turning out to be
of no value. He was found guilty on two charges, and it

was stated that there were twelve similar cues against
him. He was sentenced to imprisonment with hard

labour, for a year, in the House of Correction.

An Affecting Case occurred at the Mansion House
on the 23rd. WiUiam Powers, a boy, was brought up on
the charge of picking a gentleman's pocket of a hand-
kerchief. A httle boy, who had seen the theft, was
witness against him. The prisoner made a feeble at-

tempt to represent the witness as an accomplice ;
but

he soon abandoned it, and said, with tears, that he
"did not believe the other boy to be a thief at all."

The AldeiTOan, moved by his manner, asked him if he
had parents ? He said he had, but they were miserably
poor.

" My father was, when I last saw him, sis mouths

ago, going into the woi'khouse. What was I to\lo ? I

was partly brought up to the tailoring business, but I

can get nothing to do at that. I am able to job about,
but still I am compelled to be idle. If I had work,
wouldn't I work ! I'd be glad to work hard for a living,
instead of being obliged to thieve and tell lies for a bit of
bread." Alderman Carden—If I send you for a month
to Bi'.dewell, and from thence into an industrial school,
will you stick honestly to labour ? The Prisoner—Try
me. You shall never see me here or in any other dis-

graceful situation again. Alderman Carden—I will try

yo\i. You shall go to Bridewell for a month, and to the
School of Occupation afterwards, where you will have
an opportunity of reforming.—The wretched boy ex-

pressed himself in terms of gratitude to the Alderman,
and went away, as seemed to be the general impression
in the justice-room, for the purpose of commencing a
new life.

Cobbe's Divorce Bill camejudiciously before the House
of Lords on the 23rd. Mr. T. Cobbe, a barrister, was
married in 1838 to Miss AzeUa Anne Cobbe, his cousin

;

both were young and attached to each other. They
lived together in Qvieen Anne Street, Cavendish Square,
from tho time of the marriage to the year 1846, on the
most affectionate terms. Among their visitors was Mr.

Tahnadgc, a special pleader in the Temple, a college

companion and intimate friend of Mr. Cobbe. In 1846
Mr. Cobbe's father came from Ireland to see him, and

they took a trip to Gennany together, leaving Mrs.
Cobbe and her sister at home. They were absent about
a fortnight. It has been proved by the evidence of the
domestic servants, that Mr. Talmadge during that period
was in the habit of being clandestinely admitted into the
house and passing the night in Mrs. Cobbe's bedchamber

;

and that this criminal intercourse was continued after the
husband's return. On the 13th of March 1847, Mr.
Cobbe went as usual to his chambers, and his wife, after

giving the servants directions for dinner, &c., left the
house and never returned. She is now living with
Mr. Talmadge at Passy near Paris. Mr. Cobbe brought
an action for adultery against Mr. Talmadge, who
suffered jxidgment to go by default for 500/. damagi s

;

and he has obtained a sentence of divorce in the eccle-

siastical court.—The bill was read a second time.

The Legal Bearings of the Gorham Case have been
discussed with great animation not only before the

regular tribunals, but at meetings all over the country.
On the 1.5th, in the Cou7-t of Queen's Bench, Sir F. Kelly
moved for a rule to show cause why the Arches Court
and the Archbishop of Canterbury should not be pro-
hibited from proceeding further in gi\dng effect to the

judgment of the Committee of the Privy Council in the
case of Gorham versus tho Bishop of Exeter; by which

judgment the previous decree of the Court of Ai'ches
had been reversed. He contended, that, in such a case,
the appeal fi-om the Court of Arches lay, not to the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, but to the

Upper House of Convocation
;
and that, therefore, the

proceedings which had been laid before her Majesty in

Council were entirely void, and the decree of the Court
of Arches remained in full force. Lord Campbell, after

having heard the learned counsel's ai^ument, said that
the Court wovild intimate its decision on an early day.
At the Arches Court on the same day, Mr. Bewdler,

the proctor for Mr. Gorham, intimated" that no return
has been received to the monition which was ordered
the last court-day to be served on the Bishop of Exeter,
and prayed that a certificate of its continuation be

granted. The presentation had not been sent in by the

Bishop. Another application on behalf of Mr. Gorham
was made on the 23rd, when the Judge ordered the case to
stand over till next term.
At a Great Number of Public Meetings strong demon-

strations of their respective opinions and sympathies
have been made by the supporters of each side of the

qxicstion.
—The most noticeable was one on the 1st, by

the Parishioners of Mr. Gorham, at St. Just, who
adopted a resolution congratulatory on the successful

issue of his suit, "involving, as they believe it did,
vital Christian tinith." In his reply Mr. Gorham says :—"That such a sti'uggle should have been with my
'diocesan,' is, you will readily believe, the chief cir-

cumstance connected with it which has given me pain ;

but I had no choice between such a contest, and com-

promise of a great Protestant— let me rather say
Scriptural—truth .

' "

A good deal of attention has been excited by a Cor-

responde7ice beticeen Miss Sellon and Lord Campbell.
Writing from the "

Orphan's Home, Pljonouth," March
19th, the lady desired liis lordship to withdraw his name
from the charitable establishment of which she is the
head.—Lord Campbell wrote a good-humoured answer,
expressing great respect for Miss Sellon's piety and

benevolence, teUing her that she misunderstood the judg-
ment of wliich she complains.

—Miss Sellon returned
to the charge in a letter of the 8th, in which, after an

impassioned lamentation for the wounds inflicted on
the Church, she concludes by saying,

"
I thank you very

earnestly for your promise of remembering me in your
prayers. I am not worthy to pray for you—and yet if

the God of all goodness will hear tho supplication of a

loving and deeply sorrowing heart. He will bring you
to grieve for the injury done to the Church, and will

help you to repair it—and give you all blessing in time
and eternity."

—Lord Campbell, in a reply, reiterated

his previous arguments, and, lamenting her " .stem re-

solution," tells the lady that "if at any time hereafter

you should be induced to relent, I shall joyfully avail

myself of the opportunity of again trying to further

your benevolent schemes." Miss Sellon closed the cor-

respondence by complaining that her previous letters

should have been pubUshcd -without her sanction.

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT AND
DISASTER.

NuMERors Shipwkecks were occasioned by the terrific

storm which swept over'these islands on the last two days
ofMarch, and producedinnumerable disastersamong ship-

ping on nearly every coast, and great loss of human Ufe.

The lioyal Adelaide Steamer, which was due at the

wharf. Lower East Smithfield, from Cork on the
30th viltimo, did not arrive. A river-pilot, who had
been waiting at Gravesend to take charge of her,
was informed by a Deal pilot that he had passed
in his bark a large steamer on Saturday night,
about 15 miles off' Margate. Signals of distress were
fired from her, and she seemed to be on the sand.
The wind blew a gale, and the bark could render no
assistance. The description of the wreck tallied with
that of the missing ship. Subsequently intelligence was

brought by steamers that arrived in the river, describing
the appearance of the wreck. Not a soul was seen on
board by any of these vessels. A telegraphic despatch
from Margate on Monday aftcmoon (Ist), announced
that the wreck was covered at high-water, and that two
bodies had been picked up off' the sands. It was now
ascertained that signals of distress had been heard by
men of the Coast Guard near Margate, and by the people
of tho Tongue light ship ;

but as there were only two or
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three repetitions, it was supposed that the vessel making
them had got oft. It was afterwards snrmisod that the

steamer was filled too rapidly with water to tire oil' more

signals. There was a tremendous sea running at the

time, which tore away great pieces of the vessel. From
the state of the weather, no boat could reach the wreck
till Monday, when a few articles were brought away from

it, but nothing of material importance ;
and soon after, the

wreck was almost washed away. The vessel was between
400 and 500 tons burden, and was commanded by Captain
John Batty, of Cork, who had been above 20 years in the

service of the Company. The passengers who left Cork
were 144 adults and 23 children; those from Pljnnouth,
14 adults

;
and the crew consisted of 24 men and one boy ;

so that 206 lives were lost.—During the following week
several distressing scenes took place in the Company's
office in Leadenhall Street, and at their wharf in Lower
East Smithfleld, by relatives of the unhappy suft'erers,

inquiring after their probable fate.—Many bodies were

picked up by the wreckers, who flocked roxmd the vicinity
of the Tongue Sands, and, having stripped them, they
were re-committed to the deep. Naked bodies of men
and women were passed in the Channel by different

ships which arrived in the river. Two or three vessels

were seized, having property concealed on board evi-

dently, plundered from the wreck of the Roj-al Ade-
laide. A subscription has been opened at several

banking-houses in the City for the relief of the families

of the sutferers.

Among other disasters, a Liverpool ship, called the

Teresa Jane, bound to Maranhara, with a cargo valued
at 30,000/., was wrecked on the Copeland Isles, near
Belfast. The master and seven men perished, but a

part of the vessel having remained on the rocks on
which she struck, the rest of the crew, eight in number,
were saved.

The Emma, bound' from Dundee to Montreal, was
also wrecked on the morning of the 1st. At daybreak,
amidst the fuiY of the gale, the ship was discovered

adrift, oft" St. Margaret's, Orkneys. Those on board

managed to make sail on her, and she stood to the east-

ward
;
then tacked and stood to the north, when she

drove and struck on the point of the rocks with terrible

force. It was utterly impossible to render any assist-

ance to the crew from the shore. They took to the

rigging, and their cries and gestures for help were truly

heart-rending. Their sufferings were of but short dura-
tion

;
for within half-an-hour the masts were carried

away, and with it the xmfortiinate men, evci-y one of

whom perished. The hull of the ship was shortly broken

lip into a thousand pieces.
The Howard, of nearly a 1000 tons burden, was lost

near Liverpool, having stiiick on a ledge of sand-banks
at the mouth of the Ribble. The crew were seen at

daybreak on Sunday morning (31st of March) clinging
to the rigging, and were brought ashore by the South-

port life-boat. One of them, John Smith, died; the rest

recovered, though quite exhausted.

Along the Lincolnshire, Yorkshire, and Northumbrian
coasts, there were innumerable casualties. Between

thirty and forty coasting-vessels were driven ashore, and
the bulk of them became wrecks. There were similar

disasters on the Welsh coast. Nearlj' all the vessels

in Beaumaris Harbour were driven ashore, and more or

less injured. The smack Brothers, of Liverpool, was
wrecked near Penmon, and Captain Barnet, the master,
his wife, and one of the men, were drowned. The
bodies were on the beach, the captain and his wife

clasped in each other's arms.

On the 5th a pilot-boat brought into Cowea the master
of the Lincoln, sailing from Boston for California. He
had reached the latitvide of 4° N. and longitude 25° W.,
and when at 10° 30 p.m. of March 2, during a heavy
shower of rain, and without any menacing appearance
in the air, the ship was Strui'k irifh Lu/Iitning, which
shivered the mainmast, and darted into the hold. On
opening the scuttle, volumes of smoke were emitted, and

finding it impossible to extingviish the fire, the crew
endeavoured to stifle it by closing every apertixre. In
this state they remained for nearly four days, with the
fire burning in the liold, when they were relieved from
their perilous sitxiation by the providential ajipearanee
of the Maria Christina, and taken on board. Previous

to leaving the ill-fated brig, the hatches were opened,
when the flames burst forth, and in thirty minutes after-

wards the mainmast fell over the side. The unfortunate
crew were most kindly treated by Captain Voss, the
master of the Maria Christina, who did cverji^hing in

his power for their relief.

Tipo deaths on the Hallway have to be recorded. On
the 2nd, as the up-train on the South Western Railway
was proceeding from Windsor to Loudon, at forty miles

per hour, the engine-driver perceived to his horror a man
lying on the rails, who made no attempt to get oft' until
the train had approached within a few yards of him, when
hethrew himselfdown on thepermanentway. The whistle
was sounded, brakes promptly applied, and the engine
escaped striking him, but the steps of the first carriage
dashed his brains out. His left leg and arm were also

severed from the body. As soon as possible the train was

brought to a stand-still, but it is needless to state that
life was totally extinct. The unfortunate man was a
farmer's servant who resided at Datehet, and had
married only a few months ago one of the station clerk's

servants. Some thought his object was suicide, whilst
his friends believe that he was only crossing the line to

get to his own home, when, hearing the sound of the

whistle, he became paralysed ^Wth fear, and unable to

move.
On the 5th another tragedy occurred on the Eastern

Counties Railway. Mr. Wiiliam Newall, manager of

the Norfolk division, in company with some other gen-
tlemen, left the Norwich terminus for the purpose of

inspecting a bridge, near the Haddiscoe station. Having
viewed it, the engine returned to the Recdsham swing-
bridge, where a goods train was waiting on the line,
about eighty yards distant, for the engine to pass. The
unfortunate gentleman, recollecting that he had not tele-

graphed their approach from Haddiscoe to Reedham,
and thinking the goods train was in motion, dreaded a

collision, and jumped off". His boot caught the ledge
of the ear, and before there was a possibQitv of arresting
his fate the engine travelled over him. The body was
found doubled up, and a macintosh wliich he wore had
been pulled over his head.
A Miss Downiie met, on the 4th, with an Ex-

traordinary Death at Traquair-on-the-Tweed. She
had suffered, since childhood, from severe pains in

the head and deafness
;
her health liad been gradually

declining for the last three years, and in August last

she was seized with most painful inflammation in the

left ear, accompanied by occasional bleedings also from
the ear. On the 20th of March an ordinary-sized
metallic pin was extracted from the left ear, which
was enveloped in a fiiTU substance with numerous fibres

attached to it
;
several hard bodies, in shape resembling

the grains of buclv-wheat, but of various colours, were
also takcu out of the right ear. The poor girl endured
the most intense pain, which she bore with Christian

fortitude till death terminated her suff'erings. It is

believed the pin must have lodged in the head for

nearly twenty years, as she never recollected of having

put one in her ear, but slio had a distinct remembrance
of having, when a child, had a pin in her mouth, which
she thought she had s>vallowed.

An Explosion of Fire-damp occurred on the 12th in a

coal-mine at Marsden. It has not been ascertained how
the accident originated, as all the persons on the spot,

five in number, wore killed; their bodies were found by
persons attracted from another part of the mine by the

explosion. It jirobably arose, as usual, fr(mi careless-

ness. Each collier carries a safet)- lamp, but some of

them are in the habit of taldng oft'' the top to light their

pipes or for other purposes ; and the lamp of one of

tlicse men was found near his dead body with the top

taken off.

A Waterspout, a phenomenon seldom seen in these

latitudes, happened on the 13th in the Bristol Channel.

As the Fanny and Jane brig from London to Bristol

was proceeding \\\i channel, she had her masts, bowsprit,
and everything abo^-e deck carried away by a waterspout.
She was" taken in tow bv the Alert of Bridport, and

brought into Bristol Harbour. Vessels distant from the

brig at the time of the occurrence only half a mile

escaped uninjured.



A Terrible Storm passed over Dublin on the afternoon

of the 18th. The day had been unusually fine
;
but

about three o'clock an extraordinary foil of the mercury
was observed. At a few minutes before four the storm

commenced ;
the peals of thunder, accompanied by

lightning, followed each other with scarcely any inter-

ruption, and breaking with a tremendous crash over the

city. The wind veered round fully half the compass,
came with the force of a hurricane from the north, and
drove the hailstones with such -Ndolence as to shatter

almost all the windows in the line exposed to its fury.
Trees were torn up by the roots in the College Park,
and other places in the vicinity of the eity. Some houses

in the south suburbs were unroofed, and almost all the

glass was shivered in the galleries of the Dublin Society,
the Round Room of the Mansion-house, the Rotunda,
the conservatories of the ijublic gardens, and other

places similarly exposed. The hailstones were of enor-

mous size, as large as grapes, and some others much
larger. Indeed the storm presented, on the whole, all

the characteristics of such a phenomenon in the tropics.

During the storm the Lord-Lieutenant and Vice-regal

party had to fly for shelter from the flower exhibition of

the Horticultural Society to the Round Room of the
Rotunda

;
and at the same time the storm was com-

mitting great ravages among the sheds of the Royal
Dublin Society's Cattle Show, where Lord Clements
and a party of his friends were observed exerting them-
selves to rescue some persons from beneath the fallen

structures. Happily no lives were lost, but the sacrifice

of property was immense. The police of the city made
a return which shows that the loss suffered by all classes

from a storm the duration of which was only to be
measured by minutes, approached in the aggregate to

27,000^.

SOCIAL, SANITARY, AND MUNICIPAL
PROGRESS.

Education, lieligious or Secular, is a question which
Mr. Fox's bill appeai-s to have brought into active

discussion, especially in the manufacturing districts.

On Easter Monday, the Lancashire Public School
Association held a great meeting at Manchester. The
Mayor was in the chair ; and several members of the

Corporation, and a number of the clergy of the town
and neighbourhood, were on the platform. A petition
to parliament was adopted, praying for the establish-

ment of " a system of education, excluding all theolo-

gical doctrines and sectarian influences, supported by
local rates assessed on the basis of the poor's-rate, and

managed by local authorities especially elected for that

purpose by the ratepayers, so as to afford to all, especially
to the untaught and neglected, opportunities free of

charge for a thorough training in useful laiowlcdge,
good principles, and virtuous habits."—The Rev. Hugh
Stowell, who is a Canon of Chester, affirmed that

education, to be advantageous to the people, must be" a
Christian education." In the course of a vehement speech
the Rev. gentleman cited the case of" infidel France,"
as an illustration of the fatal effects of the want of a

religious education.-—A long, a stormy debate ensued, in

the course of wliich Dr. iJohn Watts reminded Mr.
Stowell that the National education of France was
entirely in the hands of the ijriesthood, up to the time
of the great Revolution.—A number of Irishmen, who
had early obtained admission, and formed a body close to

the platform, created much disturbance by ti-ying to

hoot down the supporters of the motion
;
but the firm-

ness of the mayor succeeded in preserving tolerable order.
Three important meetings have been held at Leeds

during the present month. The first was summoned by
the working men of Leeds, to consider the subject of

public non-sectarian education
;
the second was called on

a memorial signed by Dr. Hook, among others, to con-
sider the extension of Education on some basis of im-

partiality towards all sects
;
the third was demanded by

Mr. Edward Baines and the advocates ofVoluntary educa-
tion, to consider the objections againstState interference.
At the first of these meetings, on the 11th instant, Mr.

Ilamer Stanfield denied the dictum, that religion is

a bar to the progress of education
;
such an assertion is

injurious to the cause of religion.
"

I care little," he

said,
"
for the statistics with which the opponents of

national education so profusely treat us. When I see

figures piled upon figures, I am forcibly reminded of
the manoeuvres of a fish called the cuttle-fish, which,
when closely pursued by its foes, discharges an inky
sort of fluid, which muddles the water, and enables
it to escape."

—Dr. Smiles drew a strong picture of
the lamentable ignorance prevalent among the working
classes. About one-half of our poor, he said, can neither
read nor write. The test of signing the name at mar-

riage is a very imperfect absolute test of education, but
is a very good relative one : taking that test, how stands

Leeds itself in the Registrar-General's return ? Thus,
in 1846, of 1,850 marriages, 508 of the men and 1,020
of the women, or considerably more than one-half of the

latter, signed their names with marks
;
of 47 men em-

ploj'cd ujion a railway in the immediate neighbour-
hood, only 14 men can sign their names in the receipt
of their wages ;

and this not because of any diffidence

on their part, but positively because they cannot write.

And lately, of 12 witnesses, "all of respectable appear-
ance," examined before the Mayor of Bradford at the
Court-house there, only one man could sign his name and
that indifferently.

"
I have seen it stated," said the

doctor,
" that a woman for some time had to officiate as

clerk in a church in Norfolk, there being no adult male in

the parish able to read and write. For a population of

17,000,000 we have but twelve normal schools ; while
in Massachussets they have three such schools for only
800,000 of population. Eveiy broken tradesman in this

country thinks himself, and is thought by others, good
enough to set up for a teacher. The Sunday School

machinery, excellent in its kind, is valueless to impart
secular education

;
and it is inefficient in its special

religious aims in strict proportion ;
for it is a notorious

fact that the great obstacle which a Sunday School
teacher meets is tlie dense ignorance of the cliUd in

rudimentary secular knowledge.-—^He argued with great
force and eloquence, that, in these days, the diffusion of

wholesome knowledge among the people was essential

to the very safety of the state :

" Of all the signs of the

present times this seems to nie among the clearest—the

steady advance of the democratic element in society
—

(cheers). It is absolutely inevitable
;
and the fact is

universally admitted-—by some with joy and exultation,

by others with profound sorrow and alarm. It is only
a question of time, or perhaps of opportunity. The next

great revolutionary wave which rolls across Europe may
bring the suffrage within the reach of the whole adult

people of England, as it has already placed it within the

possession of those of Germany and France, who a little

more than two years ago seemed far farther from it than
we were—(hear). To the already enfranchised classes I

would say, educate the people in time, that you may
have an intelligent and reasonable people to deal with
instead of a blind, ignorant, and exasperated one

; and
to them not enfranchised I w'ould say, get education,
that you may obtain the means of employing your new
power to the greatest possible advantage, and for the
common benefit of all (loud cheers). While the educa-
tion of the rest of Europe is advancing with such rapid
strides, and giving new Hfe to the productive activities

of the Continental states, it seems clear to me that if

England does not educate ahead of them, she must inevi-

tably lose her present supremacy among the nations."

At the meeting called by Mr. Baines he proposed a
resolution against Mr. Fox's bill

;
but an amendment,

moved by Mr. Hamcr Stanfield, was carried by a con-

siderable majority, and afterwards a resolution in favour
of secular education, founded on local management and

taxation, and under local control, was passed almost

unanimousljf.
There were also meetings at Hull and Derby, with

similar results.

The Mayor of Manchester has established a Fundfor
a Public Library and Heading Itoom for the ]Vorking
Classes of that tow^l. Sixteen, eighteen, or more firms

have subscribed eachlOO^. towards this excellent design;

and, altogether, the funds promised will be little less

than 3000/. The Hall of Science in Camp-field, origi-

nally built (not many years ago) for the Socialists, is

designed to be the depository of the library ;
and Sir

Oswald Mosley, Bart, (till recently the lord of the
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manor of Manchester), being the owner of the building; as

well as the land, is prepared to sell them for the purpose.
A plan is in contemplation to form i New Park at

Islington, for the accommodation of the people of that

vicinity. At a Vestry meeting on the 22nd, Mr.

Lloyd, the projector of the park, gave a statement of
its locality and probable cost. He said the area
would cover .500 acres ; the cost would be about

150,000/. to 200,000/., and that the project had already
received the couuteuaucc of His Royal Highness Prince

Albert, Lord Robert Grosvenor, Lord Ashlej', Lord
Carlisle, and other eminent personages. Mr. Tyler, the
chairman of the Islington committee, said that they had
refrained from drawing up a petition until they could
take the sense and obtain the eo-oi)eration of the whole
1.5 pari;<hcs of the borough : he urged active measures
in favour of the projjosed jjark, as he said the present
open space, unless at once secured, would be covered
with buildings in less than twelve mouths. Other
members having discussed the question, a resolution

approving of the proposed park was unanimously carried,
and a public meeting of the borough was detei'mined to

be held forthwith.

Atthe aniversary dinner of the Governesses' Benevolent
Institution on the ITtli, the Duke of Cambridge, who
filled the chair, gave a very pleasing account of the
successful labours of the Institution. During the last

seven years, the period of its existence, the ladies'

committee have investigated 775 individual cases
; they

have received 3,1.50 applications from these distressed

ladies, and have given aid 1,620 times, with an amount
of 3,980/. 18s. Gel.

;
the annuities to the aged have also

been steadily increased. There were now 35 ladies

receiving regularly a small but certain income. The
provident fund amounts to .58,286/., the savings of 553

ladies, invested in Government security, to form a pro-
vision for their old age ;

whilst no less than .5,i552 ladies

have availed themselves of the registration, free of

expense, of whom no less than 3,009 have been provided
with situations.

Fifty-one committees, in furtherance of the Exhibition

of Industry of 1851, have made a return of their first

subscription lists to the Royal Commissioners. The
amount of the sums announced is 43,619/. In addition
to these returns, it was announced that the Royal
Academy had voted 500/., and the Mercers' Company
100/., making the sum total up to this date 44,219/.
Nor is the movement confined to this country. The
French Minister of Commerce has addressed a circular

to the difi'erent Chambers of Commerce and Manu-
factures, calling their attention to the exhibition which
is to take place in 1851 in London, and virging on them
the necessity of using their utmost efforts among the
manufacturers in their respective districts, in order that
the products of French industry sent to England may
be such as to keep up the character of the country for

ingenuitj- and sldll iu workmanship. The circular also

explains that the exhibition will inchide agricultural
productions, and calls the attention of those connected
with those pursuits to the benefit which may result fi'om
their taking part in it.

A pleasing Re-union ofEmployers and Work-people,
so beneficial to both classes, took place on the 20th at

Moltram, near Manchester. In the beautiful vale of

the river Goit are situated the extensive calico and muslin

print works of Mr. Matley. This was the fiftieth anni-

versary of Mr. and Mrs. Matley's wedding-day, and

they determined to celebrate it by a feast to their work-

peojile. A spacious marquee was erected, and covers
were laid for between 600 and 700 guests, who, after a

procession headed by a baud of music, sat down to a

plentiful repast at 2 o'clock. A handsome piece of plate,
subscribed by the worlauen, was presented to Mr. Mat-
ley ; and the fete tenninated with music and dancing.

The Cholera Nursery is a name which has been given
to the churchyard of St. Clement's Danes. It is crammed
with human remains, yet augmentations of corpses
and of noxious vapours are daily made. The inhabi-
tants of the neighbourhood are continually complaining
in the newspapers of the disgusting scenes that take

place, and of the aerial poison which rises out of the

graves ; but no power seems strong enough to abate
the nuisance.

PERSONAL NARRATIVE.
The Queex, Prince Albert, and the Roj'al fomily
spent the Easter holidays at ^^'indso^ Castle. On the
5th Her Majesty visited the cavalry barracks at Spittal
to witness the conclusion of Rustic Sports, which have
been going on during the week among the corporals
and privates of the 1st Life Guards. These consisted of

wrestling, a hurdle race—in which ten men ran about
three quarters of a mile, taking fourteen leaps over

hurdles,—jingling, and a broadsword combat between
two corporals. The most extraordinary feat was that
of cutting a sheep in two at one stroke of the broad-
sword. The carcass having been suspended on a tree

immediately in front of the carriage in which Her
Majesty and the Prince were seated. Corporal Newton
took the sword—which had been handed to Her Majesty
and the Prince by Colonel Hall for inspection

—and
with one blow severed the carcass in the middle.
The Royal family returned to Buckingham Palace on

the 6th. On the i9th Prince Albert had a -N-isit from
the heirs ])resumptive to the throne of the Sandwich
Islands. The lord in waiting must have had some
difliculty in announcing them correctly; they are the
Princes Karaehameha and Liholiho. As embryo foreign
potentates they were introduced by Lord Palmerston.
Lord John Russell Took a trip to Manchester during

the Easter week, where he was pleasantly received, and
added to his popularity by the interest he manifested
in the prosperity of that great seat of industry. He left

London on the 2nd, with liis lady, on a visit to Sir

Benjamin Heywood. In the course of the two follow-

ing days he inspected some of the principal manufac-
tories, particularly the premises of Messrs. Nasmyth and
Gaskell, the engineers and machine-makers

;
and the

great Mayfield print-works belonging to Alderman Neild,
where female artisans are employed in engra\'ing pat-
terns on the C)-Hnders; a novelty which appeared to give
much pleasure to the visitors. Lord John received com-

plimentary addresses from the corporation of Man-
chester and Salford, and much good-feeling towards the
Premier was cverpvhcre manifested.
The Oriental Club gave a banquet to Lord Gouyh on

the 9th at their mansion in Hanover Square. Major-
General Sir James Law Lushington presided : Lord
Hardingc and Major Edwardes were among the guests,
about a hundred in number. The Junior United Service
Club gave an entertaiiunent to his lordship in the

following week.
Dr. Tait bade Farewell to the Rugby School on the 11th,

and the event was celebrated by the formal presentation
of addresses and gifts, testifj-ing the aflcctiouatc respect
entertained for him by all the masters and scholars. A
large body of " old Rugbeans

" were present, and took

part both in the ceremonies of presentation and speech-
making. Dr. Tait returned acknowledgments with
afi'eetionate earnestness : he avowed .his belief, that
in taking part in the great and noble system of the

school, he had learnt far more than he had taught.
Lieut. Graham, who with Mr. Elliot was tried by

court-martial for having Deserted the C'hilders in

consequence of the tyranny of the commander, Pitman,
and sentenced to im]n'isonment, has been discharged ;

apparently' from the presentation of the attidavit of
^Iatthew Spcary, armourer, and George Brown, sea-

man, before Mr. Justice Coleridge, of the cruelties

they had witnessed on board that vessel. Mr. Elliot

has been allowed to sufl'er the whole term of impri-
sonment.

ObttuaiM of i^ata^Ic }3fij;0nS.

Tlie Eavl of Macclksfiei.d died on the 31st JIarcli, at Enslmm
IliiU, near Tetsworth, Oxfordshire, aged 87. He was siui of tlie

third Earl, by tlie daughter of Sir William Hcathcotc, Dart.

His lordship was twice married, and had issue by both mar-

riages. Viscount Parker succeeds to the title and estates. The
dui'oasi'd was deputy-lieutenant of Oxfordshire.

Captain T. R. Eues, K.N., commander of the Amphitrite, died
iu Valparaiso recently, after a few days' illness, when he was
getting ready to return to this country with a freight which
would have realised to him about GOOO^. He entered the uavy
in 1824. and attained his capt.ain's rank in 1844.

The Very Rev. J . Merewetheii, 1 )oan of I lereford.who opposed
with great energy the appointment of Dr. Uanipden to the
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Bishopric of Hereford, died on the 4th at the Vicarage, Madley.
He was about 54 years of age.

Sir Archibald Galloway, Chairman of the Hon. East India

Company, died on tlie 6th, in Upper Harley Street, aged 74, 1

after a few hours' illness. He transacted bu.sjiifss at the India
;

House on the 4th, and presided at the banijuet recently given
by the directors of the East India Company to Lord Gough.
liis chaii'manship would have expired on the l'2th.

Bladame Gbandin, the widow of M Victor Grandin, repre-
sentative of the Seine Inf^rieure, who died about seven or eight
months since, met with a melancholy end on the 6th, at her ,

residence at Elboeuf. She was confined to her bed from illness,

and the women, who had been watching by her during the night, I

had left her but a short time, when the most piercing shrieks I

were heard to proceed from her room. Her brother ran in alarm
to her assistance, but unfortunately he was too late, the poor

lady had expired, having been hunit in her bed. It is supposed
that in reaching to take something from the table, her night-
dress came in contact with the lamj), and thus communicated to

the bed.

Rear-Admiral Hills died on the Sth, at his seat, Asker-

hill, Essex, aged 73. He became a lieutenant in 1798, and a

post-captain in 1814. The deceased was a midshipman of the
Eclair at the occupation of Toulon, and was lieutenant of the

Amethyst at the capture of various prizes during the late war.
Dr. Peout, F.R.S., expii'ed in Sackville-strect, Piccadilly, on the

9th, at an advanced age. He was till lately in extensive prac-
tice as a physician, besides being a successful author.
The Eev. William Lisle Bowles, canon of Salisbury, and

rector of Bremhill, Wilts, died in the Close, Salisbury, on the

7th, at the age of 89. He once enjoyed a high reputation as a

poet and a critic
;
in the former capacity he is best known by his

sonnets, in the latter l)y a controversy with Lord Byron. He
was the intimate friend of Moore, Rogers, Crabbe, and Southey.
Captain Smith, E.N., the Admiralty superintendent of packets

at Southampton, died on the Sth unexpectedly. He was dis-

tinguished as the inventor of paddle-box boats for steamers, and
of the movable target for practising naval gunnery. He entered
the navy in 1808, and saw a good deal of seiTice till the close of

the war.
Madame TrssAtrD, the weU-known exhibitor of wax figures,

died on the 10th, in her 90th year. She was a native of Berne,
but left Switzerland when but six years old for Paris, where she
became a pupil of her uncle, M. Curtius,

" artiste to Louis XVI.,
by whom she was instructed in the fine arts, of which he was an

eminent professor. Madame Tussand prided herself npon tlie

fact of having instnicted Madame Elizabeth to diaw and model,
and she continued to be employed by that princess until Octo-

ber, 1789. She passed iniharmed through the horrors of the

Revolution, perhaps by reason of her peculiar ability as a mo-
deller; for she was employed to take heads of most of the Revolu-
tionary leaders. She came to England in 1802, and has from
that time been occupied in gathering the popular exhibition now
exhibiting in Baker-street. She has left a large family of chil-
dren and grand-children in this her adojited country.

Lieut.-General Sir James Bathukst, K.C.E., died at Kibworth
Rectory, Leicestershire, on the 13th, in his 68th year. When he
entered the army in 1794, if his age be correctly stated, he could
have been only twelve years of age. He served at Gibraltar
and in the West Indies, the capture of Surinam, the campaign
in Egypt of 1801, in the expedition to Hanover, and in the
actions fought for the relief of Dantzic, as well as in those of

Lomitten, Deppen, Gutstadt, Ileilsberg, and Friedland. Subse-

quently ho sei-ved at Eugen and at the siege of Cc^penhagen. In
1808 and 1809 he served with the aimy in Portugal and Spain
as assistant quartennaster-general, and as military secretary to

the Duke of Wellington. The appointment of governor of

Berwick, of the annual value of 568^, which he held, will not be
filled up.
Madame Dulcken died on the 13th, in Harley-street, aged 38.

She was the sister of the celelirated violinist, David, and had
been for many years resident in this eounti-y, where slie held a

conspicuous position among the most eminent professors of the

pianoforte.
The Duchess of Marlborough was confined with a still-born

infant some five weeks ago, and was considered to be rapidly
progressing torecovei'y. A severe mental shock, however, which
she unfortunately experienced about a fortnight ago, took such a

powerful hold of the nervous system, that her Grace never
rallied, and finally sank under its baneful influence at an early
hour on the 20th. The Duchess, it will be remembered, had a
taste for the sports of the field—was a bold and graceful horse-

woman, and a good shot.

William Wordsworth died at his residence of Eydal Mount,
Windermere, on the 23rd inst., in his eightieth year, having been
bom at Cockermouth in 1770. He was distributor of stamps for

Westmoreland and Cumberland
;
and appointed Poet Laureate

on the death of Southey. As the author of the "
Ljiical Ballads"

and " The Excursion," his name will descend to posterity as one
of the best English Poets.

COLONIES MD DEPENDENCIES.—*—
npHE Foreign possessions of Groat Britain have furuislied no startling items of intelligence tLis month—
-*- a circumstance to be regarded as of excellent anguiy. The adage that " no news is good news," has an

especial application to our Asiatic possessions, for tliere it means peace ; and peace implies, in these days of

commercial enterprise, prosperity. The E;ist Indies furnish accounts of a small exception to the general

tranquillity ;
some of our troops having had an unsuccessful encounter with a \rild tribe in the Koliat hills.

From the West Indies, little is to be learned ; but that little appears cheering. Jamaica promises to

rise out of her ruin by the help of cotton ; the experiment of cultivating that plant having succeeded
in some instances beyond expectation.
The Austrahan Colonies (our pen-and-ink journies are more rapid than Puck's, for wc "

put a girdle round
the earth" in less than "forty minutes") are alive with excitement about the new Bill, now in discussion at

Westmiuster for their better government.—There is great rejoicmg at the Cape of Good Hope. Cape Tovvm
is blazing with illuminations, and mildly letting off its joy in fireworks, after successfully resisting tlie

Colonial Office in its design of sending convicts thither. In this case, as in many others, we are naturally
visited with the consequences of old misconduct. Wc cannot reasonably wonder, knowing what we have
done in New South Wales, that our colonists elsewhere should have a horror of con^•ict contributions from
the mother country.

The two Overland Mails from India which an-ived

during this month brought dates from Bombay up
to March 16, Calcutta, March 7, and Madras, March 13.

There had been some fighting in the newly acquired
territories. On tlie 2nd of Februarj' a body of Affredies,
inhabitants of the Kohat hills, about a thousand strong,
attacked the camp of a party of our sappers, employed in

making a road in a pass between Peshawur and Kohat.
Twelve of oui',menwere killed, six wounded, and the camp
was plundered. To avenge this massacre a strong force

under Colonel Bradshaw, Sir Charles Napier himself,
with Sir John Campbell accompanying him, marched
from Peshawur on the 9th. Tlie mountaineers made
a stand in evei'y pass and defile

;
but although our

troops destroyed six villages and killed a great number
of the enemy, they were obliged to return to Peshawur
on the 11th without having accomplished their object.
On the 14th February another force was sent to regain
the passes and to keep them open for a larger armament.
A letter from an officer in the 60th Ilifies gives details

of the expedition ;
here are some extracts ;

—We had to

march to a large village, by name Kohat, about 40 miles

away to the hills, by forced marchs. AVhen we arrived

there, we found that the robbers had betaken themselves
to the hills, with all their property and families, while

they were shooting at our party and attacking our

pickets, who crowned the hills, without our being
able to molest them in return. We burned all their

villages, spoiled their crops, destroyed their water, and
did all the harm we could. But the day we left, we
and the 31st Bengal Native Infantry regiment were

descending the liills when the robbers came to the heights
and killed and wounded a hiuidred of us. Poor Lieu-

tenant Sitwell, of the 31st Regiment, was, before we
could come to his rescue, cut to pieces before our eyes.
He was a most dear friend of mine, and a very handsome
fellow. Lieutenant Hilliard, of 23rd Regiment, was .shot

through the lungs; many native officers were killed.

The pass we had to go through was a veiy difficult and

dangerous one, and Sir Charles Napier himself had some
most providential escapes, as also myself, for mj' horse

was shot under me by a matchlock ball. Several artilleiy-
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men were cut to pieces before we could come to help

them, from their guns being upset. Never cM I feel so

much the horrors of death as I did at that moment.
Poor Sitwell had passed through the bloodic-st battle

ever fought in India—viz., Chillianwallah, and then to

be killed in a skrimmage like this, where there was no

glory or honour, except that he was nobly doing his

duty! Hilliard was only married the day before he

went out on the expedition. We had got up a very

large ball at this station to be given to the Commander-

in-Chief, but it is needless to say it has not come off.

The doctors have so fully shown to Sir Charles Napier
the unhealtliiness of Peshawnr, that we are ordered to

march next week to Subacto, a two months' march,
at the bottom of the hills, near Simla, and, I hear, a

pleasant cool station."

The Coiirt of Inquirj' into the mutiny in the 66th

Regiment of Bengal Native Infimtry had closed its

proceedings on the 7th of March. 60 privates were
di.smissed I'rom the service, 30 sentenced to imprison-
ment for six months, 21 to imprisonment for seven years,
and 5 were condenuicd to fourteen years' labour on the

roads. This sentence being regarded by the Comman-
der in-Chief to be too lenient, he directed its revisal,

and the five greatest criminals were condemned to

death
;

but the Commander-in-Chief commuted this

sentence to transportation for life. To make the exam-

ple more impressive. Sir Charles Napier resolved to dis-

band the regiment.
An uneasy feeling is represented as still prevalent in

the Punjaub. At Lahore further conspiracies of the

Sikhs were apprehended. The operation of razing the

walls of that city was begun on the 1st of Februarj'.
The Governor-General arrived at Point-de-Galle, in

Ceylon, on the 7th of February, and left that place on
the 9th for Singapore.
"

There ai-e advices from Tiong-kong to the 27th of

February, but they contain no intelligence of public
interest. Trade is stated to be pretty brisk. The

coasting trade between Hong-kong and Shanghai is

about to be taken up by the Peninsular and Oriental

Company's steamers. Canton and Lady Mary Wood
;
so

that the intercourse of Hong-kong with the northern

ports will be more regular than it has been. M. lleyn-

van, the French Consul at Canton, had been nearly
murdered by one of his domestics, a Chinese. WTiile he
was reading a newspaper, the man, stealthily coming
behind him, attempted to cleave his skull with achopper,
inflicting a serious though not a fatal wound. The
a-ssailaut was quickly pursued, but managed to escape.
Plunder is sxipposed to have been his object.
Great excitementhas been caused at il/aftaby the recent

proceedings of the Council, declaring that the Roman
Catholic relif/ion is the dominant religion of the island,
and that all others are only tolerated. Besides a

protest from Bishop Tomliuson, officially lodged with
the Governor, petitions were pouring in from all sects

addressed to Karl Grey, beseeching him to intercede

with Her Majesty to withhold her sanction to these

proceedings. It must here be noted, that in the House
of Commons Mr. Hawes declared that no such discrimi-

nation between any religions would be sanctioned.

The tVe.st India mail arrived on the 22nd. The
wcatherwas generally favourable, and the islands healthy.

The Cultivation of Cotton in Jamaica was attracting
increased attention ; some very superior specimens had
been grown, and it was deemed probable that this article

might become one of the principal staple products of

the island.

At a Court of Admiralty Sessions recently held in

Spanish-town a case was tried which excited a good deal

of interest. An aged woman named Klaber was charged
with taking to C'uba with "her, upwards of twenty-five

years ago, and Helling a Black Woman as a Slave. The

charge was fully substantiated, and the prisoner sentenced

to three years' imprisonment in the Penitentiary.
A quick Stcccession of Fires in Barbados, amongst the

sugar estates, had excited much uneasiness. Some of

these were said to be occasioned by incendiaries
;
others

by the long droxight which had prevailed. These
fires continued of frcqiicnt occurrence up to the sailing
of the packet. With reference to the Crop of this island

it is stated that hitherto the yield of the canes had
exceeded expectations, and although in one or two dis-

tricts they suffered from drought last year, yet there
was reason to expect that the present year's crop will

not fall far short of that of 1849, which amounted to

33,000 hhds.
At St. Thomas a desperate act of piracy had been

committed. The American schooner J. B. Lindsey left

Port of Spain, Trinidad, on or about the 1st of February.
While yet in sight of that place, at night, the mate and
a passenger were murdered and thrown overboard by the
crew. I'lie captain was severely wounded, but con
trived to secure the cabin-door against the murderers,
and for some days kept them at bay. After ransacking
the vessel for money, the miscreants took to the schooner's

boat, and with an axe attempted to scuttle the vessel,
but their design was defeated by the cook, who cut the
boat's painter and set them adrift. The captain then

managed to crawl upon deck, and by threatening to fire

on the boat prevented the murderers from retnraing on
board. The boat then made fin- the Spanish Main, and
the captain managed to reach St. Thomas in the schooner,
where he was taken care of by the American Consul,
who has circulated handbills throughout the West Indies,

offering a reward of 200 dollars for the capture of the
murderers.
A Tornado of terrific violence passed over the town

and harbour of Nassau (Bahamas) on the 30th March.
About fifty houses were destroyed, many of them being
actually smashed to atoms

;
trees of immense size were

torn up by the roots ; several small vessels in the harbour
were sunk, and others dismasted. The squall in its

couree pa,ssed over a ship yard, and a large schooner on
the stocks was blown over. Eight persons were killed,
and several badly wounded. The tornado lasted not
more than one minute. It happened about noon. Afire
took place in Pm-t of Spain, Trinidad, on the 7th ult.,
which destroyed property to the amount of 12,000/.

sterling. The lower orders behaved nobly in rendering
assistance

;
even women were seen working like the

men. Many of those engaged in the Trinidad riots, six

months ago, were seen labouring disinterestedly in

removing and guarding furniture and stores, and though
they had an opportunity of purloining to an immense
amount, nothing was lost.

The Australian intelligence that has arrived during
the month relates chiefly to the sensation produced by
the Colonies Bill now under discussion in the Imperial
Parliament.
The Sydney papers, which brought dates to the 20th

December, mention a public meeting on the subject of
the proposed New Constitution for the Colonies, which
had separated without passing any resolution A
University is to be established at Sydney, and a

30,000/. has been voted for the building, and 5,000/. for

its fittings-up. It will contain at first chairs of the
Classical Languages, Mathematics, Chemistry, Natural

History, Natural Philosophy, Mechanics, Physiology,
and the IMedical Sciences

;
and professorships of History,

Philosophy, and Political Economy, are to be hereafter

added. There is to be no faculty of Theology, and,

apparently, no religious tests. The Professor of Classics

wiU be Rector of the Univcrsitj', with an endowment of
800/. a-year. The appointments of the other professors
will range from 300/. to 400/. a-year ; and to each will

be given 100/. a-year for lodgings until rooms shall be

ready for his residence in the projected building. Pro-
fessors coming from Europe will have 100/. each towards
the expenses of the voyage.

In the Adelaide papers is printed a remarkable

document, and which has been taken notice of in

parliament. It is a draft of resolutions to be sub-

mitted to the legislative council, by a member of it,

Mr. John Moridiet. The document was published
by order of Sir Heniy Young, the governor of South

Au.stralia, and was sent home, it appears, by him,
to the Colonial Ottice, as an official paper. The resolu-

tions declare it to be the opinion of the council, that

a constitution for South Austi-alia should bo based
on the principle of municipal government, after the
model of Great Britain

;
that affairs of local concern

should be left to local jurisdictiou ;
that the legislature
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should consist of a governor, an hereditary chamber, and an

elective chamber ;
that each of the members of the here-

ditary chamber, in order to enter the chamber or remain

there, should be bound to establish his permanent pos-

session of landed property to a fixed amount ;
that local

acts passed by the two chambers with the assent of the

governor should at once become law
;
that there should

be an executive council, liable to removal on a vote of

want of confidence ;
the governor himself being irre-

sixfnsible, but to be removable on an address to the

Crown by both houses ;
that the colonial government

have absolute power over the waste lands, one-half of

the purchase-money being absolutely reserved for pur-

poses of immigration ; finally, the drait resolutions depre-
cate any general assembly for colonies so various as

those of Australia.

Meetings had been held in Van Dieman's Land to peti-

tion the Queen and parliament on the subject of a repre-
sentative assembly, and against the continuance of trans-

portation to the colony. The Arrival of Smith O'Brien

and liis fellow convicts in the Swift brig of war took

place towards the end of November. Governor Denison

had received instructions from the Home Government
to grant the offenders tickets of leave, on the condition

of their engaging that the liberty thus given them
would not be used as a means to effect their escape.

Meagher and O'Donohue at once agreed, the former

being located at Campbell Town, and the latter at

Hobart Town. Smith O'Brien and M'Manus refused,

upon which a meeting of the Executive Council was
convened on the 30th of October, when it transpired
that M'Manus has relented, but that Smith O'Brien was
obdurate. O'Donohue, who is a law writer, and with-

out means, having represented his poverty and the

necessity of seeking a livelihood by his pen, was permit-
ted to reside in Hobart Town. O'Brien, having refused

the promise required by Government, was forthwith

sent by steamer, under surveillance, to Maria Island,

where he is to be strictly watched. M'Manus will

remain at New Norfolk, O'Dogherty at Oatlands, and
Martin at Hobart Town. It is stated that, with the

exception of O'Donohue, the State prisoners are in pos-
session of ample funds for their support. In Sydney,
the sjnnpathisers had set on foot a subscription for these

prisoners.

The chief item of intelligence from New Zealand is an
account of a hazardous expedition, which had been

recently made by the Lieutenant-Governor :—After

leaving the Wairau, and previoxis to starting into the

pass which is supposed to exist between that place and
the Port Copper Plains, his Excellency ascended the

great snowy mountain which forms the principal peak
of the Kaikoras, and which attains an elevation of

at least 9000 feet, the upper part being covered with
snow to a great depth. He succeeded in reacliing
the top of the mountain, but so late as to be unable

to push on to the southern edge of the summit, when
an extensive \-iew southwards would have been ob-

tained. In returning, a steep face of the liill (little

less than perpendicular), down which hung a bed of

frozen snow, had to be crossed for a considerable dis-

tance. Mr. Eyre, who had led the party up the danger-
ous ascent, was in advance with one native, the others

being 200 feet before and behind him, on the same

perpendicular of the snow. He heard a cry, and looking
round, saw Wircmu Hoeta, a native guide, falling down
the precipice, pitching from ledge to ledge, and rolling
over and over in the intervals, till he fell dead at a

depth below of about 1500 feet, where, though visible,
it was impossible to get at his body. His Excellency
narrowly escaped from similar destruction. He com-

pletely lost liis footing, and only saved himself by the

use of an iron-shod pole which he carried. Another of

the natives had a still narrower escape, having actually
fallen about fifteen yards, when he succeeded in clutch-

ing a rock and sa\'ing himself. The gloom which this

unfortunate event caused, and the uncertainty of

crossing the rivers while the snows are melting, induced
his Excellency to return.

The intelligence of the revocation of the order in

council which made t/ie Cape of Good Hope a convict co-

lony, was received with every demonstration of rejoicing.
The Neptune, which contained the first batch of the

convicts, sailed on the 21st February, after a detention
in Simon's Bay of five months and two days. A sum of
100^. was subscribed by the inhabitants, to be distributed

amongst the convicts on their arrival at Van Diemen's
Land. A general illumination took place on the evening
of that day. The houses, from the highest to the lowest,
were in a blaze of light ;

and the inhabitants prome-
naded the streets until a late hour. A number of
ministers and their congregations kept the day as one
of religious thanksgiving.
Advices from Natal to the 18th of January are

favourable. Trade with the interior was increasing,
and the Boers in some of their original districts were

again qxiietly settling down to farming pursuits. The
experiment of taxing the natives had worked well, and
the amount of the collections just ended was, in money
and cattle, 3,68-1/. Land had risen in vahie during the

year, and although there had been no instances of rapid
wealth among the settlers, all had succeeded to a fair

extent. Cotton had not been so much attended to as

had been anticipated, but this, it is said, was to be
attributed to the general demand which existed for

other farming products.

PROGRESS OF EMIGRATION AND COLONISATION.
A considerable increase has of late been perceptible in

Emigration to Natal. The tide in that direction flows

unabated
;
and not only are emigrants flocking thither

in search of a new field for their labovir and energies,
but many are possessed of capital which they intend

employing in farming, cotton-growing, and in various

ways, with a view to a well-organised system of general
colonisation. ^laterials of various descriptions are also

being sent out plentifully for the requirements of the

colony. The number of vessels already despatched to

Natal by one firm alone is 12, aU fully freighted with

passengers. The total number of souls thus despatched
to Natal within twelve months is 2,066 ;

and there is

every reason for beUeving, according to present appear-
ances, that they will be speedily followed by many others

anxious and ready to emigrate to a land where labour

and capital are required and find ample and profitable

emplopnent. The latest accounts from the colony are

up to the r2th of February, at which date many of the

emigrants were settled upon their lands with every indi-

cation of ultimate success.

T/iirty Female Emigrants selected by Mr. Sidney
Herbert's committee departed on the 4th for Port
Adelaide and Sydney, consisting nearly all of the class

of needle-workers and stitchers. On the 10th sixty
more were despatched from Gravesend for Port Philip
and Sidney. This was the third batch. About 120

females have been sent out in all, and several others are

now on the eve of departure.
T/ie British Ladies' Female Emigration Society held

its first annual meeting at Willis's Rooms
;
the Duke of

Argyll in the chair. This society was " not established

with any view of directly promoting emigration," but
"
originated in an earnest desire on the part of several

benevolent individuals, to elevate the character of those

who are leaving their native country, and who will form
the basis from which society in our colonies is to be

built up." It recognises the fact that a large emigration
is going on

;
and it seeks to provide an agency of moral

improvement to the emigrants by establishing homes for

the reception of female emigrants before they leave this

country, by providing visitation at the ports, and the

supply of means for instruction and employment during
the voyage, and the appointment of chosen matrons, and

by forming corresponding societies in the Colonies, to

receive, protect, and assist the emigrants on their arrival.

The report stated that 1,070Z. had been received and

expended in this useful work.
The Canterbury Association, for establishing a settle-

ment in New Zealand on Church-of-England principles,
held a meeting in St. Martin's Hall, on the 17th. The
Chairman was Lord Lyttelton ; among the gentlemen
on the platform were the Bishop of Norwich, the Bishop
of Oxford, Mr. Sidney Herbert, Lord Wodchouse, Lord

Courtenay, Mr. Addcrley, and several other Members
of Parliament. The plan of the settlement was explained
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There was some desire to hear Mr. Sidney, he was had
up to the iilatform, and there finished his speech. This

debating episode calk'd forth the mover of the next
resohition, the Bisliop of O.xford, in a vivacious ropl)-.
Resolutions in furtlicrance of the Canterbury scheme
were passed unanimously.
At present tliere is a great amount of Emigration from

Ireland, chiefly of the middle class. The numbers of

people who crowd the quays of Galway, securing passages
across the Atlantic, arc described by the Galway Vin-
dicator, as exhibiting in their appearance

"
a degree of

remaining \l. was to be devoted to the leading and
j

comfort and independence hitherto unknown among
cardinal feature of the imdertaldng

—the provisicm, from omin-rantc- " tt,,,,,. i,,,„,i,.„,i „«,;„,.„„+., „i,:„«,. „* ti,;.

the very beginning of the colony, of religious and educa-
tional establishments. An unexpected incident varied

the proceedings with a little opposition. !Mr. Sid-

ney, the well-known writer on colonisation, rose in

by the Chairman. The association had placed upon the
whole of the extensive district held in trust for them,
comprising considerably more than 2,000,000 acres, the

price of 3^. an acre. This price, much higher than in

our other colonies, arose fi'om the distribution of certain

proi^ortions of it. One-sixth, or lOs., was to go to the
New Zealand Company as the actual price of the land

;

another sixth was to be applied to the general expenses
of the association in this country and in the colony ;

one-

third, or 1/., was to be ai)plied to promote emigration,
in order to meet the demand for labour

;
and the

emigrants." Four hundred emigrants, chiefly of this

class, sailed from that port in one week; and four more
vessels, for difterent parts ofAmerica, were rapidly filling
with passengers. The same state of things exists in

Limerick. Since January last, upwards of .5000 persons
the body of the meeting, and entered a general protest

j

had left that city to take shipping at Liverpool, besides

against the AVakefield principles of colonisation—adopted |
the multitude sailing directly from the Shannon for

by the founders of the Canterbury settlement, and
j

America.
avowed by the Bishop of Norwich and other speakers. |

NAEEATIVE OF_FOEEIGN EVENTS.

"C" UROPEAN history would have consigned the present moutli to oblivion but for his Holiness the Pope.
-'-*

April would have shared the collapse mto which public afliui-s have been gradually subsiding from the
throes of 1S4S, had not Pio Nono—after nearly a year of procrastination, protestation, and negotiation

—
actually entered Rome ; which he did on tlie 12th.

In other parts of the Continent little of political or social interest has actually occurred, although no
one can look on the condition of our nearest neighbour, France, without apprehension. Trade and
manufactures ai-e re^^viug, in consecjuence of a healthy return from credit and bills to ready-money dealing,
but the wide-spread distress of the agi-icultural population, and the equally expansive dissemination of
Socialist principles, offer no hopeful prospect, even for an early future. The vivacity with which large
sections of the people change from one opinion to another, Ls an element in then- political condition
wliich defies calculation and baffles the subtlest foresight. Reason and principle are less their guides
than accident and passion. Of this our present Narrative presents two examples :

—In one case the
President regained, in a day, some of his lost popularity by showing a prompt sympathy with the survivors of
a fearful catastrophe ; and in the other, a sentimental appeal to the passions of the Paris constituency will

perhaps be effectual in rescuing one of its seats in the Assembly from being occupied by a Socialist. In

opposition to M. Eugene Sue, the novelist—stood, on the side of order, a candidate of respectability
and talent. But, this advocate of mere moderation made no way agamst his opponent ; and would

inevitably have lost the election, had not his friends made a dash for something more dazzHng. They
snatched a new candidate from comparative obscuiity

—a man who, at the barricades of February,
havmg had one son killed by his side, went home for another, with whom he finished the fight.
This gentleman was received with acclamation

; and solely on account of his single act of Romanesque
hardihood—not on the gi-ound of senatorial fitness—may succeed

; happily, but accidentally, on the
side of order.

" German unity
"

is being attempted in the parliament of Eifurt with that slow elaboration of details for

which Germans are celebrated. While the upper and lower^ houses are nibbling at the minutiaj of the
revised Imperial Constitution, Pnissia and Austria are, by a succession of comprehensive intrigues, makmg
the measure more and more difficult of attainment.
The calm current of events on the shores of the tideless Mediterranean, which has recently been niflJed

by the Gr;cco-Britannic "
difUculty," promises to resume its tranquil flow. French mediation is said to have

smoothed the way for adjustment, but M. Pacifico's bill is to be very severely titxed before it ls paid.
On the opposite shore, the shrewd Pacha of Egypt—foreseeing, pei-haps, the remote possibility of the junction
of the Red Sea with the Gulph of Gaza by means of a ship canal, and the consequent diversion of the

great Indian transit from the heai't of his dominions—has projected several improvements in the route
from Alexandria to Suez.

The Indian Mail announces to us the appearance of a new Morning Newspaper in the capital of the
Celestial Empire. Its advent took place on the first day of the new year. It is called the Pekin Monitor,
and, though a government organ, is not, like the Pekin Gazette, wholly filled with imperial niandatcs.

The first number contains a significant sign of the times, in a stringent antidote to the Cahfornian gold
fever, which—as has been already learned by the influx of Chinese into St. Fnxncisco—raged hotly
in the " Middle Kingdom." It is an orduiancc of the Emperor Toa-Kouang forbidding emigration either

to California or Costa Rica.

" Vive la Republic Dcmocratiquc et Rocialc !

"

This cry has gained utterance from a larger number of

voices, and over a greater extent of Fraiirr, than it

obtained even in the time of the National Workshops.
The recent elections for Paris, so decidedly favout.'ug
the socialist cause, contributed to this

;
and the flan. 2

has been fanned by the excitement of a new election.

M. Vidal having been returned for two places, Paris
and the lower Rhine, and he elected to sit for the latter.

Symptoms of commotion induced the government to a

despotic measure ;
—^On Sunday the 1st, there was a

General Expulsion from Paris of J'affrants ; that is to

say, unemployed workmen—native and foreign, returned

convicts and mendicants. All the preliminary measures for

the execution of this order had been taken by the police

with the closest secrecy, and they performed their

mission with a skill and completeness which only such a

political police as that of Paris can manage. The scat-
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tering of thousands of tlie poor and discontented over
- the country, is an effectual sending out of missionaries

to preach the cause of disorder where comparative peace
now reigns.
The sovereign people of the head-quarters of riot, the

Faubourg St. Antoiue, were not long in resenting this

insult to those, many of whom they reckoned as friends.

On the day following (Easter Monday) the concur-

rence of a ginger-bread fair at the Barrier du Trone in

the above faubourg, aud a grand military review by the

President at Viucenues, brought out a vast concourse of

holiday-makers. The President was Insulted in return-

ing from the review while passing thi'ough the barrier.

A multitude surrounded his carriage
—an open one

;

shook their fists in his face, and assailed him tumultu-

ously with the last new popular interjection, to wliich

they were pleased to add, "A has le tj-ran !

" Prince
Louis Napoleon was not in the least ruffled either by
anger or fear. His escort compelled the mob to fall

back, and he proceeded on his way without further

annoyance. General Changarnier, who preceded, had
had a foretaste of this reception, and very likely to his

spirited conduct may be attributed the easy manner in

which the President was let off. WTien the shouting
crowd gathered about him, he drew up his horse, and
turned upon and menaced them with such stern deter-

mination, that they instantly fell back. Among them
was a drunken soldier who neglected to salute him

;

Changarnier rode xip to the fellow, removed his shako
with the point of his sword, and then moved slowly on,
amidst the applause of those who had previously hooted
him.

Many indications showed a disposition among the

army to support the socialist party not only in Paris but
in the provinces. There was a Mutiny in the Wth hi-

fantry. On the march of the 2nd battalion from Rennes
to Toulon, on the 11th, the popular cry was raised by
the common soldiers, urged on by the democrats of the

town, and they insulted their officers. At Angers the
men were entertained at a fete

;
and iu the evening the

soldiers and subaltern offlcers, accompanied by their

entertainers, paraded the streets shouting again aud again" Vive la Republique democratique et sociale !

" The
Minister of War, on receiving inteUigence of this affair,
ordered the battahon to be disbanded, and the sub-
alterns and soldiers di-afted into the regiments at

Algiers.
Besides this disgrace, an involuntary and Appalling

Calamity befel this regiment. When the 3rd battalion
was leaving Angers, on the 16th, at eleven o'clock
in the morning they met a squadi'on of hussars

coming from Nantes, which crossed over the suspension-
bridge of the Basse Maine, without any accident. A
fearful storm raged at the time. The last of the horses
had scarcely crossed the bridge than the head of the
column of the third battalion of the 11th appeared
on the other side. Reiterated warnings were given
to the troops to break into sections, as is usually done,
but the rain faUing heavily it was disregarded, and
they advanced in close column. The head of the bat-
talion had reached the opposite side,

—the pioneers,
the di-ummers, and a part of the band were off the

bridge, when a horrible crash was heard
;
the cast-iron

column of the right bank suddenly gave way, crushing
beneath them the rear of the fourth company, which,
with the flank company, had not stepped upon the

bridge. To describe the frightful spectacle, and the cries
of despair which were raised, is impossible. The whole
town rushed to the spot to give assistance. In spite of
the storm, all the boats that could be got at were
launched to pick up the soldiers in the river, and a

great number who were clinging to the parapets of the

bridge, or who were afloat by their knapsacks, were im-

mediately got out. The greater number were, however,
found to be wounded by the bayonets, or by the fragments
of the bridge falling on them. As the soldiers were got
out, they were led into the houses adjoining, and every
assistance given. A young lieutenant, M. Loup, rendered
himself conspicuous for his heroic exertions

;
and a young

workwoman, at the imminent danger of her life, jumped
into the water, and saved the life of an officer who was
just sinking. A journeyman hatter stripped and jumped
into the river, aud, by his strength and skill in swim-

ming, saved a great many lives. One of the soldiers,
who had reached the shore unhurt, immediately stripped,
and swam to the assistance of his comrades. The lieu-

tenant-colonel, an old officer of the empire, was taken
out of the river seriously woimded, but remained to
watch over the rescue of liis comi-ades. It appears that
some people of the to-mi were walking on the bridge at
the time of the accident, for among" the bodies found
were those of a servant-maid and two children.
The following letter from the Lieutenant-Colonel of

the regiment gives a short but affecting account of the
disaster. It is curious that the same officer (Col. Simo-

uet) should have survived the terrible catastrophe wliich
occurred at the battle of Leipsic, when Pouiatowski and
so many others were drowned in the Elster :

—" Before

entering the faubourg of Angers, an aide-de-camp of
General Duzer came to me with an order to enter the
town by the suspension-bridge, and to draw up my men
on the Place d'Academie, where he propo.scd to review
them. I had scarcely resumed my march by column in

sections, when the weather, which had been before very
fine, sxiddenly changed to a perfect tempest,—a furious
wind and pouring rain. It was then half-past 11. It

was under these gloomy auspices that I entered on the
fatal bridge, after having stopped the band, and broken
the regularity of the step, as is usual in such cases. The
wind was so high that the floor of the bridge rose and
fell from it so much that I had difficulty in keeping my
seat on my horse. Scarcely had the section of the
advanced guard, the pioneers, and the greater part of
the band, reached the opposite bank of the river, when
suddenly a horrible crash was heard, and the floor of the

bridge gave way \mder our feet. With the exception of
the head of the column and the two rear sections, all the
rest of the battalion followed the movement of the floor

of the bridge, and fell into the water. Ah, General,
what a spectacle ! Never was there a more heart-

rending one. My poor mare turned over, left me in the

water, and then suddenly rising nearly crushed me. I

rose and endeavoured to catch her, b\it Captain Des-

marest, my adjutant-major, who was marching behind
me, and to whom I owe my life at this moment, seizing
me by the arm, drew me forcibly to the left side of the

bridge (the water was then up to my armpits) ; then,
assisted by some soldiers, I was lifted into a small boat,
when one of the inhabitants, an old soldier, received me
in his arms in a fainting state. Thence I got into a
washerwoman's boat, and then gained the shore. I was
saved, but too earnestly occupied with the fate of my
children, my friends, and my comrades, to think of

accepting the assistance which was eagerly offered me
by the inhabitants and the officers of the garrison."
When the muster-roll was called, it was found that

there were 219 soldiers missing, whose fate was unknown.
There were, besides, 33 bodies lying in the hospital, and
30 wounded men

; 70 more bodies were found during the

morning, 4 of whom were officers. The President of the

Republic set out for Angers, to see the extent of the dis-

aster. He arrived on Thursday night (18th). The list

of the dead was at his request given to him. He passed
the whole morning in visiting the hospital where the
wounded are taken care of. He was accompanied by
the Minister of War and the general officer command-
ing the department of the Maine and Loire. The orderly
officers of the President also visited the private houses
where the wounded took refuge. The greatest atten-

tions were paid to the unfortunate survivors. The kindly
feeling shown by the Prince produced the best effect.

The funeral of the victims took place on the 19th. 182

corpses were buried, and followed by an immense popu-
lation. All the shops were closed, and the town wore
an appearance of deep sorrow. The usual military ho-
nours were paid as the dead were laid in their graves
The ijrompt sympathy shown by Louis Napoleon for

the survivors of tills great fatality help materially to

regain that popularity he was fast losing. On his

return to Paris he was well received. On the other

hand, the disaster was basely taken hold of to damage
the government.
M. Proudlwn was arrested on the 18th, and sent to

t\e fortress of Doullens, for having charged the ministry
in liis o^^^l paper, the " Voix du Peuple," with having
occasioned the disaster of Angers by sendhig the 11th
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Regiment of Light Infantry to Africa. In a letter

from prison he acquitted the government of design in

producing the catastrophe, hut in a tone which hinted the

possibility of so diabolical a crime having been medi-
tated.

On Sunday evening, the 21st, a considerable sensation
was created on the Boulevards by the measures taken by
the Prefect of PoHee to prevent the sale of the Evine-
iixent and the Estafette, evening papers. AU news-
vendors found in possession of either of these papers, and
not being the possessors of shops, had their papers
seized, and were themselves conducted to prison. The
sergens de ville examined every news' stall in the Boule-

vards, and wherever they fouud copies of the proscribed

papers they seized them, demolished the stall, and con-

ducted the proprietor to the Prefecture of Police. The
only apparent ground for these proceedings is, that the

papers in question oppose the government. The Evenc-
metU is edited by M. Victor Hugo and his son.

A Notorious Murderer has been arrested in France,
whose mysterious and criminal career would afford the
materials for a romance. He was taken at Ivry, in

virtue of a writ granted by the President, on the demand
of the Sardinian government, having been condemned
for a murder under extraordinary circumstances. He
was arrested in 1830, at Chambery, his native to«-n, for

being concerned in a murder
;
but he escaped from the

prison of Bonneville, where he was confined, and by
means of a disguise succeeded in reaching the town of
Chene Tonne.x, where he went to an inn which was full

of travellers. There being no vacant beds, the innkeeper
allowed him to sleep in a room with a cattle-dealer,
named Claude Buret. The unfortunate cattle-dealer

was found dead in the morning, he having been smo-
thered with the mattress on which he had slept. He
had a large sum of money with liim, which was stolen,
and this, as well as his papers, had, no doubt, been taken

by Louis Pellet, who had disappeared. Judicial inqui-
ries ensued, and the result was that Louis Pellet, already
known to have committed a murder, was condemned,
jmr contumace, to ten years' imprisonment at the galleys
by the senate of Chambery. In the mean time Louis

Pellet, profiting by the papers of the unfortunate Claude
Duret, contrived to reach Paris, when he opened a shop,
where he organised a foreign legion for Algeria, enrolled
himself under the name of his victim, and sailed for

Oran in a government vessel. From this time up to
1834 all trace of him was lost. He came to Paris, took
a house, amassed a large sum of money, and it turns out
he was mixed up with a number of cases of murder,
swindling, and forgery. These facts came to the know-
ledge of the police, owing to Pellet having been taken
before the Correctional Police for a trifling ofi'ence, when
he appealed against the punishment of confinement for

five days. The French government immediately sent
an account of the arrest of this great criminal to the
consul of the government of Savoy resident at Paris.

" German Vnity "is as far from being cemented as it

was when first so enthiisiasticaUy broached by the King
of Prussia. That monarch, at the end of last month,
sent a reply to the collective note of the Kings of Wur-
temberg, Bavaria, and Saxony, in which he declares

formally that he will never consent to the Austrian

monarchy as a collection of states entering the new
Germanic union. The parliament of Erfurt is still en-

gaged in revising the details of the imperial constitution.

The only material article of S};a?i tsh Intelligence is the
restoration of diplomatic relations with England. The
first advances were made by General Narvaez, and
readily responded to by Lord Pahnerston. Notes, con-

taining mutual explanations and expressions of amity,
were exchanged ;

in short, none of the formularies usual
on such occasions were omitted.

The arrivals from Lisbon were to the 14th. Count
Thomar has been defeated in his Project of Crippling
the Press, it having been rejected in the upper cham-
ber, but new peers are to be made to force the measure
through the house.—For some time past Bun Miguel
has been dependent, in a great measure, upon a few of
his partisans in Portugal for his support, who have

generously subscribed money on his behalf, and trans-
mitted it to him in this countiy. Those individuals
liave received intimation from the government, that

they must henceforth discontinue s\ich acts of bene-

volence, or they will be proceeded with " for aiding and
assisting illegal associations for treasonable purposes."

At last the Pope has returned to Rome. His Holiness
aiTived on the 12th

;
on the day previous, thousands of

people from the sunounding countrj- were assembled in

the streets, shouting
" Pio Nono 1

"
with the utmost

excitement. As the Pope moved along he dispensed his

blessing to the right and to the left. It was four o'clock
when he entered Rome. The French and Papal troops
were dia\NTi up on the Piazza Lateraneusc, and pre-
sented arms, while the salutes from the French artiliery
and the gims of C'astel St. Angelo rent the ail-, min-

gling with the solemn sound of the heUs. Cardinal

Barberini, arch-priest of the Basilica of Lateran, received
the Pope at the head of his chapter, while the provisional

municipal commissiou presented to him the keys of the
Eternal City. On alighting from his carriage, his
HoHuess was received bj' the cardinals of the Commis-
sion of State, and by the Cardinal Vicar, preceded by
all the secular and regular clergy of the capital. At
the vestibule he received the homage of the diplomatic

body. He then received the holy benediction in the

chiu-ch, which he afterwards left, and returned to his

carriage. The procession then went to the basilica of the
Vatican by the Strada San Giovanni, the Amphitheatre
of Flavins, the Arco di Pantani, the Piazza Traiana,
Piazzo degli ApostoH, aud Strada Papale. As his Holi-
ness approached the steps of St. Peter the skj' suddenly
overcast and some drops of rain fell. A crimson umbrella
was raised over his head, and Cardinal Mattel, the areh-

priest of St. Peter's, at the head of his canons, accom-

I)auied liim up the steps, at the top of which the pave-
ment was covered with camelias and other choice flowers

tastefully arranged. His Holiness hesitated to tread

upon this brilliant carpet, but at length moved forward
;

and the surrounding prelates and grandees hastened to

pick up each a flower, as a rcUc sanctified by the Pontiff's

feet, the moment he had passed over them. On enter-

ing the church the Pope was received by the sacred

college of cardinals, the jiapal choii- sang St. Augustin's
Prayer, and subsequently the Ambrosian Hymn, with
the responses of the congregation. His Holiness then
received the blessing of the Holy Sacrament, witnessed
the exhibition of the four principal relics, kissed the
bronze foot of St. Peter's statue, aud eluded the mass
of people who were waiting for him at the gate of the

Capella del St. Sagramento by passing tlu-ough the small
door of the Capella dcUa Madonna, aud so entering the

Vatican palace, accompanied by the Sacred Colleges and
the corjis diplomatique. In the evening, the cupola of St.

Peter's, the Capitol, the Strada cU Borgo Nuovo, the Monte
Pincio, the Piazza del Popolo and the Via Coudotti were
illuminated. Inthestreets much eager curiosity was exhi

bited, but little enthusiasm
;
the multitude seemed more

occupied in gazing on the pageant than in thinking ofthe

eircumstauees which had given I'ise to it. Handkerchiefs
in abxuidance were waved by ladies at the windows

;
but

the cheers of the people in the streets were only occa-

sional and partial. Withiu the waUs of St. Peter's,

however, the scene became highly impressive. "When
liis Holiness stood in that sublime edifice, the assembled
thousands appeared truly impressed with the giandeur
of the scene. The word of command given to the troops

rang through the immense building, then the crash of

arms, and every man knelt for some moments amid a

breathless sUencc, only broken by the di'ums, which
rolled at intervals. The illumination which followed

was very beautiful, not from the brilliancy of the hghts,
but from its being so universal. St. Peter's was but

partially lighted ; but as the wiud phiyed among the

lamps, and the flames flickered and brightened in the

breeze, the effect from the Pincian was singularly grace-
ful. The CampodogUo, that centre of tiiumph, was
in a blaze of glory, and the statues of the mightj- of old

stood darkly and'solemnly forth in the sea of light. But
one by one the lamps died out, the silence and the dark-

ness o"f the night resumed their sway, and the glory of

the clay became the history of the past. As the lamps
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died out one by one, and tlie gazing multitudes retired,

the stillness and darkness of the night eontrastcd strik-

ingly with the bustle and splendour of this remarkable

day. No disturbance whatever occurred. An atttempt
was made on the same night to set fire to the Quirinal.

One of the French sentries on duty, having observed

some persons busy about the iron grating which commu-
nicates with the wood cellars of the palace, advanced to

challenge them, upon which they took to flight, leaving
some faggots and flasks of turpentine behind them, other

materials of the same nature having already Ijccn thro\\"n

down into the cellars below. There would have been

probably no lear of a conflagration taking place, had fire

been actually set to the Avood cellars, as the solid stone

arches of which the palace foundations are constructed

would effectually resist the fury of the flames. On the

same night, at about eleven, a momentary alarm was
created in the city by the report of a grenade, which

exploded in the Vicolo dcllo Sdrucciolo, a lane behind
the Chigi Palace, breaking all the windows in the neigh-

bourhood, but injuring no individual. On the day
following, the Pope was engaged in receiving a variety of

deputations. Rome was illuminated three nights in

succession. The Swiss guards at the gates of the Vatican
received strict orders to subject all persons seeking
admission to a severe scrutiny. Other precautions have
been taken to insure the safety of his Holiness, the

kitchen department forming an especial point of surveil-

lance. A new cook has been appointed, and all commu-
nication with outer persons and objects has been carefully
cut ofl' by bars, gratings, and a ruota or wheel, through
which the viands are revolved into the Papal kitchen.

On Thursday, the 18th, his Holiness was to go through
the ceremony of giving the Papal benediction to the

French amiy. General Baraguay d'Hilliers was to leave

Rome for Prance on the 26th.

The advices from Athens represent the adjustment of

the claims of this country on the Greek Government as

still in progress. All the claims, it is said, will be re-

cognised except that of M. Pacitico's, which are ob-

jected to as exorbitant. This, to some extent, has been
admitted by Mr. Wyse; and, if any indemnity is granted
to M. Paciiico, it is expected to be a small one. The inter-

ruption to trade occasioned by the blockade of the ports
is said to have reduced the country to great distress.

There are accounts from Egypt to the 6th. The
Pacha, who had been residing at his new palace
in the Desert, had returned to Cairo. The prox-

imity of his residence has drawn his attention to the

Improvement of the Overland JRoute ; and he has said

that means must he adopted to reduce the period of tra-

velling between the ships in the Mediterranean and Red
Sea to 60 or 65 hours, instead of 80 or 85 hours. He
has sent a small landing steamer to ply in Suez harbour

;

and he is causing the work of Macadamising the Desert
road to be proceeded with vigorously. An agreement
has been made with contractors to enlarge the station-

houses on the Desert, so as to admit of the necessary
stabling accommodation for eight or ten relays of horses,
instead of four or five, by which means fifty or sixty

persons will be moved across in one train, instead of, as

at present, half that number. Mules again are to be
substituted for baggage camels in the transjjort of the
Indian luggage and cargoes, with the view to a reduc-
tion of the time consumed in this operation between
Suez and C^airo, from 36 to 2-1 hours. It is easy to per-
ceive the benefits which will be derived from these
measures.

The intelligence which this month has produced from
the American Continent is more varied than startling.
The United States journals are copiously occupied with

reports of the trial at Boston of Professor Webster for the
Murder of Dr. Parkman. It lasted twelve days. The
annals of crime present few more remarkable eases. On
the 23rd of November last. Dr. Parkman, a professor in

the college at Boston, disappeared unaccountably. After
some days rewards were advertised fur his discovery, and
suspicion began to be directed to one of his fellow-pro-
fessors. Dr. Webster, and a search was made in the

college bviildings. The janitor was directed to break

through a partition-wall into a vault which communi-

cated with a priv)- belonging fo Dr. Webster's apart-
ments. In a hole which had been made in that wall
there were found the thorax and thigh of a human
being, with some pieces of flesh. In the furnace of his

laboratory other fragments were found in a partially
consumed state

; and among them the remains of a set

of artificial teeth attached to a human jaw. Other

fi-agmcnts were found in a box concealed under a heap
of tan bark

;
a dirk-knife was also found. Dr. Webster

was then arrested. On the trial one of the coroners
of the county gave an account of Dr. Webster's appear-
ance and conduct after his arrest: he said, "I saw
Professor Webster in the gaol, and found him Ijing
on his fiice, apparentlj' in very great distress. Dr.

Gaj', who was with me, endeavoured to soothe his

feelings, and requested him to get vip. The doctor said

he was unable to get up. He was agitated, and trembled
more than any man I ever saw before, and exclaimed,
' What will become of my poor family ?

' He was then
assisted up stairs, for he was nearly helpless. Somebody
offered him water, but he was so agitated he could not
drink—he passed the glass from him, and spilt some on
his clothes." The dentist who made Dr. Parkman's
artificial teeth proved those found in the college to have
been his. Another witness recognised the dirk-knife
as the property of Dr. Webster, and said that fresh oil

and whiting were on it, as if an attempt had been made
to clean it. A number of witnesses, examined respecting
the pecuniary transactions of the parties, proved that
Dr. Webster was considerably indebted to Parkman, who
had been pressing for payment. Dr. Parkman's brother

gave an account of an interview with Dr. Webster, who
had called upon him while the search for Dr. Parkman
was going on, to state that he had seen the deceased on
the Friday, the day ofhis disappearance, by appointment,
and had paid him money. But such accounts were

given, by bankers and others, of Webster's circimistances

and recent pecuniary transactions, as made it next to

impossible that this assertion coidd be true.

For the defence a number of witnesses were examined
as to the prisoner's character, and to shake the evidence
for the prosecution. The jury, after three hours' deli-

beration, found him guilty ;
and the judge pronounced

sentence of death.
" The eff'ect of the sentence," says

the New York Herald,
" on the prisoner was overwhelm-

ing. He sank to his seat, and for a few moments wept
in agony. The scene was one of awful solemnity."
A remarkable but not sufficiently authenticated story,

which did not come out on the trial, is mentioned in the
American jiapers. Dr. Webster was seen by a medical
student in the act of perpetrating the murder. The

young man, it is said, was returning to the lecture-room
for his over-shoes, and found the door locked. He then
went down through the basement into the lower labora-

tory, and passed upstairs to enter the lecture-room by
Dr. Webster's private door. As he got into the upper
laboratory, he saw Dr. Webster standing over the corpse
of Parkman. Either by entreaty or threats, the student
was induced to take a solemn oath not to cliAidge what
he had seen, and the next day he left for Boston. A
short time since he was taken with brain fever, and in

his delirium raved about the mysterious murder. He
called for a clergyman, and asked him if he was bound
to keep such an^oath as he described. The result was,
that he divulged all to the minister, who came to Boston
and informed the government, but it was too late to use

the evidence. The name of the medical student is said to

be Hodges. He belongs to Bridgewater, and is the son
of a minister.

No event of grave political import is recorded in the

month's advices from the States except the Death of Mr.
CalJioun one of the greatest of the American Statesmen.
He died at Washington on the morning of Sunday the

31st of March. During the fimeral solemnities the oflSees

of all the public departments were closed, and, as well

as the President's Mansion, hung with black. His re-

mains were deposited in the cemetery of C'ongress. He
was of Irish extraction, and was born in North Caro-

lina, in 1782. In 1811 he was admitted to the bar of

South Carolina, and became a member of the Legislature
of that State, and then of Congress, where he soon dis-

tinguished himself. He became Secretary at War in

1817, and Vice-President in 1825. He entered the Senate
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in 1831, and was Secretary of State for a short time
under President Tyler.
The Senators of the pold covintry hayinc; made a

formal demand for the Adtiiission of California info the

Union, the measure has been under diseussion in Con-

gress ;
there seems little doubt that the proposed junction

will be effected. An official document states that all

the gold-dust which had been received at the United
States Mint amounted in value to no more than

11,379,129 dollars. Neither, if our own eminent Geolo-

gist, Sir Roderick Murclicson, do not err, is the store

inexhaustible. He has shown from known geological

facts, that the greatest part of the gold is not in mines,
but in the gravel and sand which cover the surface, and
form the detritus of the summits of former mountains

;

and that, consequently, the supply of gold may l)e

exhausted in no great number of years. Still emigration
to CaUfornia, from the United States, continues undi-
minished.
But we leai-n from California itself that the state of

society there is by no means encouraging to well-disposed
adventurers. Not more than one person in nine or ten can
be called fortunate in searching for gold, and many ofthese
afterwards get fleeced at the gambling tables of Sau Fran-
cisco

;
women (especially Mexican) gamble there as well as

men
;

the merchants get most of the gold-dust that is

brought home—the diggers being little more than their

purveyors. The market is fast getting glutted with all

Icinds of goods
—many lots being spoiled by exposure in

the rain. There are people of all nations besides

Americans, especially Peruvians, Chilians, Sandwich
Islanders, Hindoos, Chinese, English, French, Italians,

Spauiards, aud a pretty strong "delegation" of convicts

from New South Wales. At San Francisco there had
been three suicides, and in the mines two murders
Bull, cock, and bear fights are in full vogue, and

especially by tlie fair sex. In one of them, a bull of
immense magnitude and power was let loose on an old

Spanish bull-fighter aud clown. In au attempt, on foot,

to thrust a short spear into his neck, the man's foot

slipped, and the bull tlirust him against the i-udc fence
with such violence, that he survived the injury but a

short time. This, to the women, seemed the climax of

amusement, and the exhibition terminated amid shouts
of applause.

Frimi Mexico, the bondholders of that state were not

jjleased to liear that a new ^Minister of Finance was ap-
pointed on the 1st ult., who, it was thought, would not
have sufficient vigour to organise the finances of the

country in a satisfactory manner. The cholera was on
the increase in the vicinity of Mexico City. The Indian

depredations were still tlie cause of constant alarm.

NAERATIYE OF LITERATUEE AND ART.

OUR recapitulatiou of the leading publications of the mouth sufficieutly indicates its topics of literaiy
interest

;
but these will yield, iu the estimation of most readers, to the feeling awakened by the death of

Wordsworth. Tlie great poet had veiy recently completed a revision of his writings ; but a few days before

his last illness had celebrated his eightieth birthday ;
aud has passed to his final rest in the fulness of his

fame.

To the subject of the Fine Arts attention has been more than ordinarily directed by occasional

discussions raised m the House of Commons, aud the result has been Lord John Russell's declaration of tlie

intention of Government to appropriate the whole of the building in Trafalgar Scjuare to the reception of the

pictures belonging to the nation. The Royal Academy will have to provide itself with a building elsewhere,
but it will receive a vote of money in compensation for its loss of the tenement guai'anteed to it by George
the Third, aud its removal will not be insisted on without due notice and preparation. Meanwhile the

Vernon Gallery is to receiye shelter in Marlborough House, which, when all the arrangements now in

prospect are completed, is to be set apart for the establishuient of the Prince of Wales. Another evidence

of the growing interest of the public in matters of this nature is the change and improvement now promised
in the maiiagcuieut of the British Museum, where a "

responsible executive council
"

is recommended as a

substitute for tlie u-responsible mismanaging trustees. But the most remarkable and gratifying indica-

tion of the same excellent spirit is the announced determination of tlic prime minister to issue a Com-
mission for the collection of ovideuco as to the existing state of the Universities of Oxfoi'd aud Cambridge.

The PUTiLiCATioxs OF THE MOXTH have not been

numerous, but they comprise several books of higher pre-
tension than usual both in respect of subject and treatment.
Mr. Charles Merivale has completed a portion of his

History of the Romans under the Empire, wliich ap-
pears in two octavo volumes, and embraces the period
from the first Triumvirate to the death of .Julius C;rsar.

It might be described as a history of the life and times
of the greatest of the Romans, of the revolution which
his genius brought about in the character of his

countrymen as avcU as of tlicir institutions, and of his

assassination at the summit of human power and glory.
Cffisar is the central figure throughout, and tlie view
taken of his character and genius is extremely favour-

able. It may be worth remarking, that JNIr. Merivale
describes with some care the iicrson and countenance of

his hero; and tells us to rely less on the coins,
—from which

we derive our common notions of the vivid animation
and heroic majesty of Cocsar's lineaments,-

—than upon the
still remaining busts, which represent a long thin face,with
a forehead rather high than capacious, furrowed with

strong lines, and marked by an expression of patient
endurance and even suffering, such as might be expected
from frequent illness, and from a hfc of toil not unminglcd
with dissipation. He was pale in complexion (" wrought
in him with ])nssion," as Marlowe so grandly describes
his conqueror Tamburlainc) ;

had a tall and spare figure,
and dark piercing eyes ; was not only without beard, but
was very scantily supplied with hair

;
and did his best to

conceal this baldness, which the ancients regarded as a

deformity, by combing his locks over the crown of his

head.—Mr. Mcrivale's History will extend, in subsequent
publications, to the transfer of the seat of empire from
Rome to Constantinople.
Another book on a great classical subject, not un-

worthily treated, is the first portion of Mr. INIurc's

Critical History of the Lanr/iiage and Literature of
Ancient Greece, which has made its appearance in tlirc;'

octavo volumes. The plan of this history embraces
six periods, of which the pai't now published contains

the first and second, or Mythical and Poetical periods,
devoted to the eai-licst authenticated productions ol'

Greek poetical genius, and terminating in point of time
at about the middle of the fifth century before Christ

;

the four remaining periods, the Attic, Alexandrian,

Roman, and Byzantine, to be included in subsequent
publications. Thus the complete history will extend from
the primeval growth of the language, with the influences

which modified its early culture and stamped the pecu-
liar genius of the people upon it, down to the jjcriod

when the decay and corrui)tion of ancient civilisation

finally extinguished it as a living language. In the por-
tion now given to the public, Hcmicr is the tliemc most

prominently discussed ; and certainly there exists in no
other English book so detailed an examination and

analysis of tlie Iliad and Odyssey. It is to be regretted
that Mr. JIure should too cxciusively have addressed

himself to scholars, by leaving his extracts untranslated :
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for the variety and comprehensiveness of his treatment

of these earliest and greatest productions of the human
intellect would have interested all classes of readers.

He leaves nothing imtouched—the origin of the poems,
the purpose and unity of the action, the divine me-
chanism employed, the style and its various elements,
the concordance, djseordance, and interpolations of the

text, and the hiography and influence of the writer—
fifteen chapters are occupied with these various discus-

sions ; and it is almost needless to add, that Mr. Mure

strongly opposes the Wolfian theory, arguing for the

individuality of Homer's authorship, and for the per-

sonality of Homer himself. Apart from this great theme,
and that of the Homeric Hymns and Hesiod, we have
an outline of the history of lyric poetry, in its connex-
ion with the arts of music and dancing, a review of the

more remarkahle occasions or objects of lyric celebra-

tion, and biographical notices of the more distinguished
h-ric poets. To the extracts given from the latter, Mr.
Mure has appended careful translations by himself; and
in a scries of appendices to each volume he has dealt

with the leading matters of dispute and controversy con-

nected with his subject.

Mr. Coleridge's daughter has collected such of her
father's supposed writings in the "Watchman, Morning
Post, and Courier, ranging between the years 1795 and

1817, as could with any certainty be identified for his,

and, with .such as he avowed by his signatiire, has

published them in three duodecimo volumes, as

Essays on Ins 07iin Times, or a second series of

The Friend. Thcj' are dedicated to Archdeacon

Hare, and embody not a little of that system of thought,
or method of regarding pubUc affairs from the point
of view of a liberal and enlarged Christianity,
which is now ordinarily associated with what is called

the German party in the English Church. Mr. Cole-

ridge's daughter thinks that these essays establish her
father's virtual consistency, and in one sense they do.

His habits of thinking were always the same
;
but in

proportion as his perceptive or imaginative powers pre-
dominated, their respective influences may be curiously
traced in the residts to which they brought him. The
volumes are, in any case, not only a valuable contribution
to the history of a very remarkable man's mind, but also

to the history of the most powerful influence now exist-

ing in the world—the Newspaper Press. But to the
latter the past month has also contributed a more regular
and direct illustration in the shape of two post octavo
volumes by Mr. F. Knight Hunt, entitled The Fourth
Estate. Mr. Hunt describes his book very fairly as con-

tribiitions towards a history of newspapers, and of the

liberty of the press, rather than as a complete historical

view of either ; but he has had a proper feeling for the
literature of his subject, and has varied liis entertaining
anecdotes of the present race of newspaper men, with

extremely curious and valuable notices of the past.
Of books on mixed social and political questions the

most prominent has been a new volume of Mr. Laing's
Observations on the Social and Political State of the

European People, devoted to the last two years "(from
the momentous incidents of which Mr. Laing derives

sundi-y warnings as to the instability of the future, the

necessity of changes in education and political arrange-
ments, and the certain ultimate predominance of material
over imaginative influences in the progress of civilisation,
which his readers wiU very variovisly estimate, according
to their habits of thinking) ;

and Mr. Kay's collections of

evidence as to the present Social Conditioti and Educa-
tion of the People in Enr/land and Europe, which he
has published in two thick post octavo volumes, and the

object of which is to show that the results of the primary
schools, and of the system of dividing landed property,

existing on the continent, has been to produce a certain

amount of mental cultivation and social comfort among
the lower classes of the people abroad, to whichthe same
classes in England can advance no claim whatever. The
book contains a great deal of curious evidence in support
of this opinion.
Of works strictly relating to modern historiy the first

volume of General Klapka's memoirs of the War in Hun-
gary, and a military treatise by Colonel Cathcart on the
Prussian and German Campaigns o/"18r2 and 1813, may
be mentioned as having authority. Klapka was a dis-

tinguished actor in the war he now illustrates by his

narrative, and Colonel Cathcart saw eight general actions
lost and won in which Napoleon commanded in person.

In the department of biography the principal pub-
hcatious have been a greatly improved edition of Mr.
Charles Knight's illustrations of the Life of Shake-

speare, with the eras\ire of many fanciful, and the
addition of many authentic, details; a narrative of
the Life of the Duke of Kent, by Mr. Er.skine Neale,
in which the somewhat troubled career of that very
amiable prince is described with an evident desire to

do justice to his character and virtues; and a Life
of Dr. Andrew Combe, of Edinburgh, an active and
benevolent physician, who led the way in that application
of the ti-uths and teachings of physiology to health and
education, which has of late occupied so largely the
attention of the best thinkers of the time, and whose
career is described with aff'ectionate enthusiasm by his

brother Mr. George Combe.-—Not as a regular biography,
but as a delightful assistance, not only to our better

knowledge of the wittiest and one of the wisest of
modern men, but to our temperate and just judgments
of all men, we may mention the publication of the

posthximous fragments of Sydney Smith's Elementary
Sketches of Moral Philosophy.
To the department of poetry, Mr. Browning's Christ-

mas Eve and Easter Day has been the most prominent
addition. But we have also to mention a second and final

volume of More Verse and Prose by the late Corn-law

Rhymer ; a new poetical translation of Dante's Divine

Comedy, by Mr. Patrick Bannerman
;
and a dramatic

poem, called the Roman, hy a writer who adopts the ficti-

tious name ofSydney Yendys, on the recent revolutionary
movements in Italy. In prose fiction the leading pro-
ductions have been a novel on social life in America, by
Mr. Cooper, called the Ways of the Hour ; one entitled

the Initials, depicting German social life, by a new
writer

;
and an historical romance, called Reyinald

Hastings, of which the subject is taken from the English
civil wars, by Mr. Eliot Warburton.

The Fine Akts have taken an nnxisually wide field

lately, and art progresses, like railwaj'S, by the mile.

The Moving Panorama mania with which English
artists were bitten by Mr. Banvard, showed itself very
strongly at Easter. Several canvas locomotives were set

a going on Easter Monday, but for an account of them
we cannot do better than refer our readers to Mr.

Booley's experiences, as set forth in No. IV. of " House-
hold Words."
Another instalment has been paid towards the

completion of the Nelson Cohimn ; the second of the

four bas-reliefs was put up at the commencement of the

month in the base of the column, immediately facing the

National Gallery. It is the work of Mr. Woodington.
The subject is the Nile, and the incident that in which
the surgeon of the ship is quitting a disabled sailor, that

he might attend to the wounded Admiral. "
No," said

Nelson,
"

I will take my turn with my brave fellows."

The subdued suffering and settled composure of the

hero are well represented. The action is good, and the

story well made out. Two other bas-reliefs, together
with whatever else is necessary for the completion of

the column, are left to posterity.
The National InstitiUion, a society of artists who for-

merly exhibited their works under the name of " The
FreeExhibition of Modem Art," opened on the 14th

in Regent Street, a gallery of 373 pictures : those most
admired are Mr. R. Scott Lauder, the President of the

Association,
"

Galeotti, the Astrologer, showing Louis

XI. the First Specimen of Printing,"
" Christ appearing

to two of his Disciples, on the way to Emmaus." One
novel feature of interest is found in the landscapes of the

Williams family. Three brothers exhibit with their

names
;
but others of the family have adopted assimred

names, in order to prevent confusion. Most praise has

been bestowed upon "Noon," by one brother; "A
Scene in Sussex," by a second; and a "Woodland

River," by a third. The other pictures are so well

selected, that the gallery is full of interest. At the end

of the season it is to be thrown open gratis, for a

fortnight.
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The Commissioners of Woods and Forests have
received possession of Marlborouiih-house, from the

officers of the late Queen Dowager's household
;
audit is

understood that the Vernon Collection of pictures will

be removed thither almost immediately.
In the Art-Journal for April is published the follow-

ing statement of the number of Pictures Imported into

the United Kingdom in the year 1849. From Prussia,

34; Germany, 1066; Holland, 1946; Belgium, 2420;

France, 3498
; Spain and Portugal, 326

; Italy, 1723
;

other countries, 1678; total, 12691.

The New Society of Water Colours has opened its

exhibition for this season. Miss Setchel, the painter of

the well-known " Momentous Question," has another

picture of the same class, "Jesse and Colin," the subject
taken from Crabbe. Mr. Haghe's principal work is an

eastern subject, a public reservoir attached to a mosque;
but he has two pieces illustrating war in the seven-

teenth century, which attracted much notice. M.
Vacher has a picture of the Bazaar of Algiers, with
numerous groups of figures. Mr. E. H. Corboukl has a

number of pieces, of which the most remarkable is the
"

Counti-}' Girl." Mr. Absolom has depicted Joan of

Arc in her prison. There are some excellent animal

subjects by Mr. W. Harrison Weir; and landscapes by
Mr. W. Bennett, Mr. Davidson, Mr. Penby, and others.

Mr. Bennett's excited very considerable interest on the

day of the private view. The exhibition, on the whole,
is interesting.
A provincial paper mentions the discovery of the

Original Portrait of Charles the F(>sM)y Vandyck, lost

in the time of the Commonwealth, and which has been
found at Barnstaple in Devonshii-e. It had been for

many years in the possession of a furniture-broker in that

town, from whom it was lately purchased by a gentle-
man of the name of Taylor, for two shillings. Mr.

Taylor, the account adds, has since required 2000^. for it.

Mr. Layard and his party are still carrying on their

'Excavations at Nineveh. A large number of copper
vessels beautifully engraved have been found, and a

large assortment of fine slabs, illustrative of the rule,

conquests, domestic life, and arts of the ancient Assy-
rians, are daily coming to light, and are committed to

paper by the able artist, Mr. Cooper, one of the expedi-
tion. Mr. Layard intends to make a trip to Chaboor,
the Chaboras of the Romans, and to visit Reish Aina,
the Resen of Scripture, where he hopes to find a treasure

of Assyrian remains.

The principal Musical Events of the month have
been the concerts of the Philharmonic Society, on
the 8th and 22nd. At the former the orchestral

pieces (always the chief features of these concerts)
were Spohr's third and Beethoven's fourth sympho-
nies, Weber's overture to The Ruler of the Spirits,
and Ries's overture to Don Carlos. Mr. Cooper played
Mendelssohn's violin concerto with extraordinary vigour
and eflfcct. The singers were the Misses Williams, Mr.

Benson, and Mr. Bodda. At the latter there was a

greater display than usual of "native talent" both
in composition and performance. Of the two sym-
l)honies one was by Haydn, and the other by Mr.

Cipriani Potter, a work of great merit. Mr. Stern-

dale Bennett's fine "
Caprice," for the pianoforte,

with orchestral accompaniments, wa5 played in a mas-

terly style by Miss Kate' Loder. The singers were
Miss Catherine Hayes and Mr. Whitworth, who were

greatly applauded, the one in the famous sccna
from Der Freischutz, and the other in ISIozart's beau-
tiful cantata "L'Addio." The Philharmonic Society
is at present in a most flourishing condition. At the

beginning of the season the subscription was almost
filled up the day it was opened, and many persons have
been unsucccssliil in obtaining tickets.

The only Oratorio performed during the month by
the " Sacred Harmonic Society," at Exeter Hall, has
been Mendelssohn Elijah.
The " Beethoven Quartet Society," established seven

or eight years ago by the late Mr. Alsagcr, to do honour
to the composer's memory by the perfect performance
of his works, commenced its meetings for this season on

Wednesday evening the 17th, under the direction, as

formerly, of M. Rousselot, the eminent violoncellist.

Herr Ernst has been engaged as principal violin for the
whole season,

—an improvement ofthe plan, as unity and
finish of execution can be obtained only by means of a

permanent leader.

The " Musical Union," a society similar to the above,
but wider in its range, has had two meetings this season,
on the 9th and 23rd, under the direction of Mr. EUa.
At its meetings, which are attended by very fashionable

company, classical chamber compositions are performed
by the most eminent instrujnentalists of the day.
The benefit concerts arc by far too numerous for

separate mention
;

not imfrequently, at this season,
there are three or four in a single evening.

Amongst the Theatres the two Italian Operas put
forth their strength on re-opening after Easter. Her
Majesty's commenced on the 2nd with Lucia di Lam-
mermoor. Miss Catherine Hayes was the Lucia, and
Mr. Sims Reeves the Edgardo ;

both native artistes,
and both triumphantly successful— an xmprecedented
coincidence since the days of Billington and Braham.-—
On the 4th Soutag re-appeared, as Norina in Don
Pasqxiale, and received an enthusiastic welcome.—
On Tuesday, the 9th, Sontag performed Rosina in the
Barbiere di Seviglia; on the Thursday following, Zerlina
in Don Giovanni

;
and on Thursday the 18th, Susanna,

in the Nozzo di Figaro.
The Poyal Italian Opera opened on Thursday, 4th,

with Masaniello, an Italian version of Auber's Muette
de Portici, in which the principal character was sustained

by Signor Taraberlik, a tenor new to this counti-y, who
was successful.—On the 9th, the old favourites Grisi,

Mario, and TamburLni made their re-entree to Lucrezia

Borgia, and were received with acclamations.
On Easter Monday the English Theatres were attended

by holiday crowds, to enjoy the expected entertainments—
extravagant parodies or burlesques of classical and

heroic subjects. At the Haymarket there was a travcstie

of" Ivanhoe," in which Cedric, the Saxon, is a fine old

English gentleman, a foe to railways and all new-fangled
improvements ;

Isaac of York, an advertising clothier
;

Locksley, a leader of a " swell mob ;" Richard, a swag-
gering man about town

; John, a sort of ancient Wid-
dicombc, or master of the tournaments

;
and Sir Brian,

a minister of young France. The dramatic version of
" The Vicar of Wakefield," by Stirling Coyne, was well

produced at tliis theatre.—At Drury Lane came out
an Eastern spectacle caUed " The Devil's Ring," full of
diablerie and stage enchantment. Subsequently a melo-
dramatic piece by Mr. Bernard, called " A Passing
Cloud," was produced.—At the Lyceum there was a

burlesque of "
Cymon and Iphigcnia," after Garrick,

a charming jeu-d'esprit, in which some delicious old
and now forgotten music of the Arne school is intro-

duced.—At the Princess's " The Queen of the Roses"
was a version of Hallevy's new opera La Fee aux Roses
•—without the music.—The Adelphi entertainment, called
"
Playing First Fiddle," is founded on the histoiy of

Lulli, the famous violinist, who, from being a cook-boy,
became the leader of Louis XlVth's memorable band—
the " four and twenty fiddlers

"
of the old ballad. The

other theatre had entertainments of a similar cast.—
Another piece, by Mr. Tom Taylor, founded on Gold-
smith's novel, and pre-viously produced at the Strand

Theatre, continues to be performed there
;
also an inter

csting sketch, called
" Poor Cousin Walter," in which

Mrs. Stirling and Mr. Leigh Murray have the principal

parts.
The St. James's, after a pleasant series of French

comic operas, was re-opened after Easter with an excel-

lent company for light French comedy and vaudeville.

Two stars have appeared, M. Samson and ISIdllc Denain,
both of the Theatre Fran(jaise. M. Samson is not only
a first-rate comedian, but a distinguished dramatic

author. He has appeared in two of his own pieces,
" Un Veuvage," and " La Belle Merc et le Gemlre," the

original of our farce,
" My Wife's ^Mother." Mdlle.

Denain's acting is a fine specimen of French "
genteel

comedy," evincing grace and good breeding,
—her prin-

cipal pcrfonnance, the "
Marquise de Leuncterrc," in

the comedy of that name.
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COMMERCIAL RECORD.

BANKRUPTS.

From the Gazette of April 2. William Barxes, llungcrford,

Berkshire, auctioneer.—John Csosthwaite, Liverpool, mer-

chant.—John Howard, Leeds, cloth-merchant.—Andrew
Palmer, Great Hadham, Hertfordshire, grocer.—IIesry Spii.-

LER, St. John's-wood-terrace, St. Jlarylebone, slater.—David

Stead, George-street, Adelplii.—William Sti-bus, Chapel

Allerton, Yorkshire, innkeeper.—Thomas Williams, Sandiway,

Cheshire, innkeeper.—John Youxg, Manby, Lincolnshire, inn-

keeper.

April 5. Elias Brimson, Tiverton, Devonshire, grocer.—Jules
George Geyelin, Liverpool, zinc worker.—William Gordon,
Gloucester, dealer in Berlin wool.—Thomas Lewis, K.xeter,

draper.
—Phileuos Ai'gustise Morley, Great Bridge, Stafford-

shire, iron manufacturer.—Joseph Nye, Mill-pond-wharf, Surrey

Canal, pump maker.—Thomas William Spencer, Devonport,

draper.—William Walker, Manslield, Nottinghamshire, inn-

keeper.

April 9. Robert Davies Evans and David Meredith Evans,
Wrexham, Denbighshire, drapers.

—John Harriman, Notting-

ham, draper.—Richard Thomas Peters, High Ilolborn, hotel

keeper.

April 12. Henry Beading, Shephei-dess-walk, City-road,
licensed victualler.—John Clarke, Stourbridge, Gloucestershire,

grocer.
—James Passand Holy'LANd, Fore-street, City, inn-

liolder.—James Honiball, Ingrara-court, City, and Dunston,

Durham, anchor and chain cable manufacturer.—William
James, Newport, Monmouthshire, bonded storekeeper.

—Henry
Paris, Liverpool, grocer.

—Ben.iamin Symes Saunders, Stawell,

Somersetshire, quarryman.—Philip Stanger, Edward Evans,
and Solomon Cross, BiiTningham, manufacturers of crown and
sheet glass.—John Day Teesdale, Boston, Lincolnshire, horse-

dealer.—James Galley Watson, Sunderland, grocer.

April 16. Joseph Arundell, Titchfield, Hampshire, common
brewer.—David Henry Beresford, Stockport, Cheshire, linen-

draper.
—Alexander Brown and William Todd, Liverpool,

provision merchants.—Thomas Collingwood, Abingdon, Berk-

shire, butcher.—Richard Dean, Chnrch-st., Trinity-square,

Southwark, builder.—Joseph Donovan, Oxford-street, fish-

monger.—Edward Hoile and Joseph Wonfor, Battersea,

manufacturing chemists.—Charles John Hubbard, Crutched-

friars. City, and Saffron Walden, Essex, hop merchant.—
William John Alfred Joe, Merchant's-dock-lane, Deptford-

green, and Bexley-heath, Kent, shipbuilder.
—Daniel Turton

Johnson, Henry Hilditch .Johnson, and George Hilditch

JoHN-soN, Aldermary Chnrchyard, Watliug-street, wholesale tea

dealers.—Matthew Dixon Robinson, Dudley, Worcestershire,
confectioner.- Benjamin Symes Saunders, Stawell, Somerset-

shire, quarr>-man.
—George Alexander Von Dommer, New-

castle-upon-Tyne, merchant.—George Williams, Woolwich-

common, Kent, builder.

April 19. Thomas Whitmore Alport, Bristol, ironmonger.—
John Arnett, St. Dunstan's-hill, City, Custom-house agent.

—
James Bird, Cwmaven, Glamorganshire, grocer.

—Elizabeth
Hart and JIartin Hart. Northwich, Cheshire, draper.

—Joseph
HoLRoYD, D.iUon, Yorkshire, cotton dyer.

—William John
Alfred Ive (and not Joe, as advertised in last Tuesday's
Gazette), Jlerchanfs-dock-yard, Deptford-green, Kent, ship-
builder.—Samuel Jacobson Jackson, Richmond-buildings,
Soho, picture dealer.—James McEvoy, Hulm, Lancashire,

grocer.
—Sarah P-\ttison, Winchester, glazier.

—William
Kawson, Market Rasen, Lincolnshire, cake and seed merchant.
John Stormont, Shiffnal, Shropshire, iron manufacturer.—
William Stormont, Shiffnal, Shropshire, iron manufacturer.—
William Wilson Thompson, Go'de, Yorkshire, butcher.—
Charles Veal.s, Uffcnlme, Devonshire, baker.—George Win-
ter, Granville-square, Pentonville, merchant.

April 22. William Walden, Park-place, Mile-end, bnish
manufacturer.—Samuel Browning, Farringdon, Berkshire,

nurseryman.—Jasies Poole and Walter Poole, Booth-street,

Spitaltields, builders.—John Richard West, Mill-wall, Poplar,
block maker.—David Williajis, Bangor, Carnarvonshire,
victualler.—William Sharman, Hulm, near Manchester, builder.

The following Tables present the highest, lowest, and latest

prices during the month :—
STOCKS.

THE STOCK AND SHARE MARKETS.
City, April 25.

There Iiave been few fluctuations in the Money Market during
the month. The opening price for Consols on the 1st was 96i,

but the troubled aspect of affairs in France caused on the same

day a decline. Since then prices have been firm, owing to the

numerous purchases of small amounts, usually made soon after

the payment of the dividends. The quotations therefore now
stand nearly as on the 1st of April.

llailway Shares steadily declined in price from the beginning
to the 16th of the month, when sales took place to an extent that

amounted to a panic. Then came a re-action which promised
well

;
but within the last day or two these banks have turned

out a large number of shares on which they had made advances,
and this, added to a prevalent want ofconfidence in the manage-
ment of certain lines, once more brought prices low.
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THE THREE KINGDOMS.

T^HAT ingenious and estimable French publicist, M. Ledi-u Rollin, wlio has been Ih-ing in London for some
-•- months at the particular request of a great many of his countrynicu, lias favoured the world -with a not

very flattering account of us, as the result of his personal observation. Ho says we are declining in every
way. We are crumbling to pieces lilce Carthage, Venice, Holland, and Spain. Capital is destroying ottr

working classes
;
with the repeal of the navigation laws we have lost oiu' hold upon the sea

; everybody in
the cities and the rural districts is starving (he is credibly informed of this by correspondents of the

Movnhig Chronicle) ; nothing good is doing in parliament ; the whole body politic is coniipted by tlie

aristocracj' ;
a young unaristocratic man of talent cannot get to the bar, queen's counsel dare not plead

against the sovereign, and the common people are not allowed to be jurymen : in short, we are going to the
deuce as fast as we can. Such is M. Lediii Rollin's opinion of us

; yet for a people in this condition, we
have a tolerably hopeful summai-y to present at the close of this meriy month of May. The reader shall

judge.
It has been the month of meetings. Orators have been holding forth, at Exeter Hall and elsewhere-, oe

every conceivable subject ; and probably more money has been afloat for the behoof of eager applicants than
since the year of railroad scrip. The protection of the Aborigines, the conversion of the Hindoos, and the
education of the Negro ;

the relief of the governess, the artist, and the distressed man of letters ; have given
very various scope to charitable effort. Ragged School Unions, Protestant Associations, Roman Catholic

meetings, Exhibitions of Industry, Sons of the Clergy, Colleges of University and King's, Benevolent News-
venders, Savings Banks Promoters, Foreigners in Distress, Distressed Undertakers, Sanitary and Pai-liam.eiitary
Reformers, Advocates of imiversal Peace, and Celcbrators of the triumphs of War, have held crowded assem-
blages of sympathy and charity. Hospitals and Societies without end, Ophthalmic, Orthopcedic, Philanthropic,
Bible, Christian, Caledonian, Unitarian, Humane, Menchcity, National, British and Foreign, and Agricultural';
Homes for sailors, for shipwrecked fishermen, for penitent women, for trampers and beggars, for evciy cla.ss of
Her Majesty's subjects ; Model lodging houses, and Model proposals for the utmost extent of possible im-

provements ; all have been active, earnest, and in their several ways successful. As for Parliament, of which
our French critic speaks so contemptuously, a mere glance at the measures now completed or in progTeas>
apart from the more leading topics to which we shall presently refer, will show that in really useful legisla-
tion we are making no inconsiderable advances. Convict prisons, and Crown Woods and Forests, Merchant
Seamen and Irish Fishermen, National Schools and Official Salaries, Distressed Unions in Ireland and
Improvement bills for Scotland, C'haritable Trusts, Highways, Marriages, Libraries and Museums, Factories,

Savings Banks, Benefices in Plurality, Chancery Reform, County and Prerogative Courts, and Borougli
Gaols, are all of them subjects under various stages of discussion, most of them likely to add some leaves id
the statute book, and not a few of them certain to contribute something to the advantage and well-being of the

communitj^ And for that important barometer of national liealth, the great manufactiu'ing and ti'ading
interest, though there has been a cry of alarm about deficiencies of growth wliich has raised the price of

cotton, in other respects prices have remained steady, and the markets active and prosperous. After all,

perhaps, we are not so near our decline as M. Lcdr\i supposes.
It must be confessed that he receives sanction, however, from influential people among oui-selves. The Pro-

tectionists, for example, have been \'ciydoleful as well as active during the month, in jiarliarnont and elsewhere.
The Duke of Richmond opened the campaign by informing the House of Lords that the farmers were fast

becoming ripe for revolution ; and, after a few dajT5, the landlords and farmers had a meeting at the Crown
and Anchor, at which his Grace presided, to exhibit and report revolutionai-y progi-ess. Here a Mr. Booker
showed the destitution to which loss of protection had reduced him, by declaring his readuiess to subscribe
a thousand pounds to protect his friends at the hustings ; a Mr. C'howler proclaimed that the farmers had
not only nine-tenths of the horses of the kingdom, but men to ride upon them, .and men that were not going
to ride against tlic labourers whatever might come to pass after next har\'est ; a Mr. Allnutt warned the fund-

holder, as a drone, that the farmer, as a working bee, was quite losing his distaste to the notion of piiblic

robbery ;
a Mr. Caldecott recommended a league to refuse tithes and taxes

; a Mr. Ball kept it up by
declaring himself prepared to risk all, leave all, dare all, and take the most terrible steps that injury could

suggest ; a Mr. Higgins put this mystery into English by protesting liimsclf ready to fight ; and SirRobcrt
Peel was denounced, on the platform, as the arch-enemy of the human species. Nevertheless, nothuig more
immediately terrible ensued than a deputation to Lord John Russell, which, after getting somewhat cold
comfort in Downing Street (for Lord John reminded them tliat they had brought their own discomforts oa
themselves by refusing his fixed duty in 1840), jirocecdcd for a little encouragement to St. James's Sq^iarc,
and were advised by Lord Stanley not b}- any means to expect inuncdiate relief from cither house of

legislature, but to be patient, to agitate for themselves, and to live in hope of the good time coming, when,
like Wellington at Waterloo, Up Ouanls and at Than might be the signal for victory. Already had this vcry
vv'ar-cry issued, however, from a gallant yeomaiuy captain in the Lower House, and it was now too late to

intercept Mr. Grantlej' Berkeley's motion for the re-imposition of duties on corn. It came on as advertised,
and with a result not at all flattering to the Higgins and Chowlcr fwmers. Tlie division exhibited a great.
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increase in the strengtli of the free-trade party, and the debate a great decrease even in the confidence of
then opponents. Mr. Disraeli not only disapproved of the motion, for which nevertheless he thought
himself bound to vote, but openly repudiated monopoly in favom- of reciprocity, declared that his quarrel
was not with low prices at home but with high duties abroad, and denounced protection for the benefit
of a class as little better than plunder. If the " horses and men "

should ever turn out, therefore, as
Mr. Chowler promised at the Crown and Anchor, it seems probable that the leadership on the occasion, with
whatever "

punches ou the head
"
may be contingent, will fall to Mr. Grantley Berkeley rather than to Mr.

Benjamin Disraeli.

Objectina: thus strongly to the benefit of a class as the basis of legislation, Mr. Disraeli had not scrupled,
however, a few evenings before, on the occasion of Mr. Henley's proposition for a reduction of official

salaries and wages, to argue in effect that because wheat had sunk to below foi-ty shillings a quarter, the

wages of public servants should be reduced in the same proportion. But the result of the debate veiy
clearly showed that en'oueous notions prevail generally as to the remuneration given in the public offices ;

and that, whatever may be the conclusions arrived at by the committee now sitting to hear evidence as to
the higher official, judicial, and diplomatic salaries, the salaries of the working classes of public servants are
more decidedly under than above the mark of the duties, and of the probity and ability evinced ui their dis-

charge. On this ground Sir Robert Peel and Mr. Roebuck met in perfect agreement, and some of the stoutest
financial reformers voted against the proposition ; though on the other hand, Mr. George Hudson, who had for-

merly tried the experiment of an indiscriminate reduction of wages (to
"' make things pleasant ") on his vai'ious

lines of railways, gave the benefit of his experience and support to Mr. Henley. But quite apart from this

question of "
wages

"
(which has really a very confined range), is that of the general cost of what are called the

Civil Services, on the actual condition of which the appeai'ance of the annual estimates throws timely and
cm'ious light. Here we at once perceive that steady and progressive reductions are undeniably at work in

the salaries and expenses of public departments ;
but less cause for congratulation presents itself m the

items of increase in other dnections. The expenditvire upon crime is fifty-five thousand pounds more
than it was two years ago ;

and the money required for public buildings exceeds what was asked for, last

year, by nearly ninety thousand. In other words, while ovir prison and convict administration is in the
least possible satisfactory state, the countr}' is paying two thousand pounds a day for it ; and we are asked
to contribute forty-five thousand pounds more than was voted last year to the building of the Palace of

A\'estminster, within the same month in which we hear of the House of Commons having been actually built

so small that it will not accommodate its members ! Crime, for the most part the i-esult of ignorance,
costs us seven hundred and fift}' thousand pounds a year ; and for the removal of ignorance we are asked to

give something less than a hundred and fifty thousand. The cost of the single convict establishment at Van
Dieman's Land is larger than the whole national expenditure for the purposes of public education

;
and the

entire sum that we pay, not alone for the extension of education, but also for the encouragement of science
and art (government being here kept fully in countenance by ultra-liberal House of Commons majorities who
think it decent to refuse a thousand potmds for three pictures by Mr. Edwin Landseer), is decidedly less

than the solitary charge for keeping up that anti-slave trade squadron on the Coast of Africa, of which the

principal effect is to exaggerate the horrors of slave traffic. The last item claiming notice is an Lacrease
of nearly twenty thousand pounds upon last year's estimate of Colonial and other Foreign services ; and this

may recal us to the legislative labours of the month, and the third reading of the Australian bill.

Mr. Gladstone and Sir William Molesworth have been the principal opponents of this measm-e, and they
continued their hostility to the last. Yet it is to be hoped that it maj' receive no material damage in the

Upper House, for, though it has vmquestionable defects, it is a vast improvement upon the existing system,
and offers stronger inducements than have yet existed to that higher kind of emigration which has long been
desirable, and is now become essential. It has provoked opposition chiefly because it does not abolish the

imperial veto, and because it does not give double legislatures to each of the colonies ; but it secm-es absolute

self-government to the colonists in all local affairs, and it leaves the mother country only so much general
power as may be justly claimed in right of her connection and concessions, and exercised with advantage to
the colonics themselves. Mr. Gladstone made an attempt to graft upon the bUl a sort of legislative Convoca-
tion for the church independent of the local legislature ; a convocation which woiild have been constituted of
the laity as well as clergy, and so far in\'iting support from the more liberal of the church pai-ties ;

but con-

taining provisions too plainly indicating the intention of the mover not to render its defeat desirable. One of
the clauses practically nullified the lay element in the proposed ecclesiastical legislature, bj' making the assent
of the Australian bishops essential to the efficacy of the acts of convocation ;

and judging from the results of

episcopal admiuLstration in our old world, it would have been hard to deliver over our new to the like

tender mercies. In the month of which we present this record, the existence of an ecclesiastical sinecure of
fifteen thousand a year, and its appropriation by the English primate for the benefit of his son, have startled

economical as well as religious people not a little. Nor has the shock been greatly abated by the primate's
explanation that he had presented his son with express submission to the power existing under a recent act, of

lowering the salary and increasing the dutj', if the legislature should be so inclined ; or by the Bishop of
London's palliation of the enormity by the greater enormity of an episcopal predecessor, who had appointed
a son of six months old to a similar office, and so secured him its enjoyment for full seventy years ! It is

the disclosure of facts of this nature which has given personal bitterness to the discussions on the still

pending Ecclesiastical Commission bUl
;
and which indisposes the most easy and tolerant of church-goers to

listen, with any sort of patience, to such further discoveries as that a million and a half of persosal property
has been left by the twenty-sis bishops deceased during the last twenty years. It is a little comfort, in con-

nection with so pamful a subject, to have to record the final success in the House of Commons of the Manchester

Rectory Division bill. The object of this most just and necessary measure is to apportion some forty thou-

sand a-year of ehiu-ch property existing in Manchester, to the spiritual wants of four hundred thousand
Christian souls also existmg there

; instead of devoting it to the comfortable maintenance of half-a-dozen

church sinecurists, who openly profess themselves neither obliged nor disposed to discharge any clerical

functions. Yet a minority of sixty members were found to oppose the third reading, headed by the members
for both Universities ! To the accomplishment of this act of justice we have to set off an unsuccessful

attempt by Mr. Hume to abolish pluralities ; but the attempt at least facilitated a less energetic move in the
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same direction, and a clause was carried to enforce residence in all but the 'poorest livings, whicli will strip

pluralitj' of not a few of its charms.
Irelaud has occupied a good deal of legislative attention during the month ; and in connection with the

Irish Chancery Keform bill (wliich has now passed the Lower House), we may glance at the cxtraordinai-y
revolution which the sales iiuder tlie Encumbered Estates Act aro silently effecting over the whole face of

that country. The predictions which attended the passing of this act, as to its dealing Land of litigation,

and turning into a blessing what for two centuries had been associated with little save suffering and crime, are

in a steady course of gradual fulfilment. The prices obtained arc reasonably good (eighteen and nineteen years

purchase) ;
the native bidders are more numerous than was expected ;

and additional inducements now held

out by Sir John Romilly's Security for Advances bill, a most statesmanlike measm-e, will have the effect of

attracting to Irelaud still more of unemployed English capital than has yet had corn-age to venture there. Tlic

object of this bill is to facilitate the borrowing of money on the absolute security of the land bought by tlie

borrower under the Encumbered Estates Act, to the extent of half the amount of the purchase money ; thus

guaranteeing the safety of such investments ;
and it is in contemplation, wo believe, even to empower the Bank

of England to lend money on mortgages thus secured. Another question very essential to any hope of con-

tinued peace in Ireland, has passed the lower house after a striking debate ; and the new Irish Reform biU

is in the House of Lords. Sir James Graham's emphatic warning against resting national institutions on a

too narrow electoral basis, drawn from the recent example of Louis Philippe, produced a strong sensation ;

and it is no msignificaut tribute to the spirit of the time that the same sagacious statesman should have

expressed his readiness to see the principle of household suffrage generally adopted in parliamentary repre-
sentation. Of the intolerable grievance to be remedied in Ireland no doubt whatever exists. Though the

majority for the bill was only sixty-eight, in a house of four hundred and forty members, it was not denied

in the debate that the Irish constituencies have been gradually dwindling away ever since the Act of '32 ;

that the electors, for a population of eiglit millions, do not now amount to fifty thousand ; and that whereas

twenty-nine per cent, is the electoral average throughout Great Britain, two per cent, is the average in Ireland.

The straggle in the Lords will mainly be to raise the franchise, and this wUl be led by Irish proprietors ;
nor will

even the bill to abolish the universally admitted nuisance of the Irish vice-royalty, and to create an additional

secretary for the Home Department, lately introduced by Lord John to the House of Commons, be per-

mitted to pass without a considerable Irish opposition. Meanwhile Lord Elleuborough has revived, with

perhaps more spirit than wisdom, the question of payment for the priesthood (who are reported to be starving
amid those villages of the south and west which emigration and mortality have depopiUated) ;

and petitions
have been presented both to Lords and Commons, during the month, as well for the appropriation of

Protestant church revenues to the better accommodation of Catholic church pai-ishe.s, as for the surrender of

ill-filled Protestant churches to the use of over-filled Catholic chapels. But these modest suggestions have

not yet begun to attract attention.

Other questions not directly political, but involving interests of the highest importance, have been brought
in various ways into discussion. The Metropolitan Interments bill has made no further i:)rogress in the

House of Commons, but it is to be hoped that the courage and resolve of its friends will uot fall short of the

desperate and eager activity of its opponents. The latter have done what they could to strengthen their

case, by a foul riot at a meeting supposed to be vmfavourable t(J them ; when an organised body of "
per-

formers
"
in the solemn and gentle offices of the dead, went through a more congenial performance of

raffianism to the living, overpowering speakers on the platform, msulting and terrifying ladies who were

present, and finally clearing the room. Lord Ashley has withdrawn his opposition to the government pro-

posal for giving practical efficacy to the Ten Hours Act ;
and though Mr. Richard Oastlei', but the morning

before he did this, had been indulging a dream at Broadstairs of " Her Most Gracious Majesty sending for

Lord Ashley to foi-m a Ministry," all the more rational of the Ten Hours champions have since signified

acquiescence in the compromise. When the bill shall have passed, factories will be worked from six to six on
five days in the week, and between six and two on Saturdays, with perfect leisure after two on the latter day,
and with an hour and a half for meals and leism-e on each of the former. A measure not less deeply interest-

ing to masses of the most industrious part of the population, is the scheme for securing more direct respon-

sibility in tlie management of Savings Banks, and for extending the power of government to grant annuities

and hfe assurances of small amounts through the medium of those institutions (the latter, as it seems to

us, a most important step in legislation for the interests of working men), which is now before the House of

Commons for discussion. Another measure, the discussion of which is likely to continue keen in propor-
tion to the number and magnitude of the interests involved in it, is the County Courts Extension bill ;

members complaining that their very coats are toi-n off then- backs in passing through the lobbies by parties

eager to compel their advocacy of it, organised committees of merchants and traders assisting and memo-

rialismg as fiercely against it, and the Attorney-general and the Home Secretai-y by adroit adoption of it

having already very nearly amended it
" off the face of the earth." The montli has brought announcement

also of other law reforms. A Commission has been issued, preparatory to a reform of the system of special

pleading, which will no doubt be of special benefit, though it has too much tlie appearance of a move m aid

of the Higher against the County Courts ; Lord Campbell has introduced a bill to simplify criminal pleadmgs,
and prevent the lamentable and too notorious defects of justice on small technical points ;

the same active

dignitaiy has declared, in judgment on a case in the Queen's Bench which has hardly attracted the notice

due to its importance, that the intervention of an attorney is not essential in the employment of a barrister,

but that the latter may receive his instructions directly from the party to the suit, tliough such a com'so is

the reverse of commendable ; a spirited attempt is in progi-ess, by Mr. Keogh, to reform the Ecclesiastical

Courts in Ii-eland ;
and the Lord High Chancellor Cottenham has at length roused himself to a part

of the work so long expected from him, and has issued a series of Orders which will have the effect of

dispensing, in a large class of suits, with the formality of bill and answer, and of providing for the reference

to the master on a mere obsei-vance of certain very simple forms. It is a cleai" and decisive step m advance,

and worthy to have been the last official act of one of the gi-eatest lawyers that ever adorned the woolsack ;

but it is to be hoped the next step will go beyond the master's offices, and venture into the penetralia of

the High Court itself.

A glance into lower law courts, before we close, may not inaptly conclude this month's review.

_
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Remarkable social disclosures are made there, and social problems receive often strange solutions. Before

Vice-Cliaucellor Knight Bruce, for example, there has been the case of a most foolish and frantic member of

a ridiculous and not very decent sect, wlio has been refused the control and custody of liis child, not for one

of the many reasons that might fairlj- have been admitted to operate in support of such refusal, Imt because

the Vice-Chancellor apprehends
"

tliat in England a man who holds the opinion that prayer, in the sense of

entreaty and supplication to the Almiglity, is superfluous, who considers moreover tliat there is not any day
in tlie week which ought to be observed as a sabbath, or in any manner distinct from other days, must be

deemed to entertain opinions noxious to society, adverse to civilisation, opposed to the usages of Cliristendom,

contrary (in the case of prayer at least) to the express commands of the New Testament, and disqualifying
the man who avows and practises them for tlie education and guardianship of an English child." These
words are quoted literal]}- ; and they re^'ive the worst and most dangerous doctrine of the days of Eldon ;

though, in the general disgust and contempt inspired by the Agapemnne doctrine, the judgment against one

of its professors will probably escape the condemnation due to it. Passmg from Chancery to the Court of

Queen's Bench, we find a criminal information verj' properly reftised by Lord Campbell in a case of

dispute between the Electric Telegraph Company and a very active news-agency house in Liverpool, which
had opposed with considerable spirit the company's pretension to exclusive "

trading in news ;" but the

peremptory refusal of even a rule nisi in a case affecting the character of a foreign exile, and the as peremp-
toiy disposition to make one absolute in a simple case of error very amply atoned for (wo allude to the

application against Mr. Murray, and to that in behalf of Miss Sellon), do not strike us in so impartial or just a

light. Turning away into the Court of Exchequer, we are warned bj- the result of an action involving the

responsibilit}' of a railway company for the acts of its officers, that the duties of these officers are now held by
law to be determined at the pleasure of their employers ; and that if any one of them transacts a dutj' to which
he has not been privately named by such emplo3-ers, and in the course of it falsely accuses, maltreats, and

wrongly imprisons a traveller on the railway, the unfortunate traveller has no remedy against the company,
though the ^vrong could only have been done under cover of its authorit}', and by the express privileges
with which parliament has invested its servants. Descending a little lower, into the Insolvent Debtors'

Courts, we perceive, in such contrasted cases as Mr. Pritchard's and Mr. Delafield's, how, in the present
constitution of English Society, one man may build up out of nothing a ten-thousand-a-year business hi six

years, and another spend every shilling of a hundred thousand pounds' gain of business in six months.

Descending somewhat lower still, and entering the Thames Police Court, we discover that no man of colour,

be he Englishman, Frenchman, or of what country he may, is permitted to approach the shores of the

slave-holding states of America, without at once surrendering his freedom, delivering himself up into custody,
and consenting to live in gaol until those who brought him arc not only ready to take him away, but

prepared to pay for his imprisonment, or to be mulcted in their property for it ! The reader can hardly

expect us to tell him anything more remarkable than this ; or than Lord Palmerston's avowal in the House
of Commons, not only that there is no help or remedy for it, but that the luihappy human beings thus

outcast from all social protection have at least the benefit of fair notice that such really will be their

fiite ! Here, therefore, we conclude : lea\'ing him to meditate on the uatm'e and claims of freedom, political
and social, monarchical and republican.

NARRATR^E OF PARLIAMENT AND
POLITICS.

There was no business of importance transacted in the

House of Lords till the 2nd of May, when an Address
of Congratulation to Her Majesty on the Birth of
another Prince, was moved by the Marquis of L.\.XS-

DOWNE and unanimously ygted.
The Duke of Richmond presented above a hundred

petitions complaining of Agricultural Distress ; as a

proof of its existence he called attention to the appear-
ance of sixty advertisements in a Northumberland

Newspaper of sales of farm-stock
;
and he complained

of the undue pressure of the Income Tax on the farmers.

Earl Grey observed that numerous sales of farm-stock

always take place at this season
;
and that he himself

had objected to the Income Tax as unjust to the farmers,
but had been overruled by the leaders of the agricultural

party.
On Monday the 6th, the Archbishop of Caxterhury

explained a transaction respecting the Registrarship
of the Prerogatirc Cottrt, which had been referred to

in the House of Commons on the 30th of April, (as will

be found below). It had been imputed to him that he
had nominated his son to the reversion of a valuable
sinecure. "My Lords," he said, "the ease is so as

regards the reversionary office
;
the case is not so as

regards either the value or the sinecure. In the
session of 1847, an act was passed which placed the

Prerogative Court of Chancery under the control of
Parliament in respect to all futiu'c nominations

;
and

the office of Registrar, if ever held by my son, which is

very uncertain, not to say improbable, will be performed
in person, and its salary regulated according to the
duties and responsibilities of the statiim. The value,
according to the doctrine of chances, would be scarcely
equal to the stamp on which the nomination is recorded.

It was not until the close of the autimm of 1847, a few
months before the death of my venerable predecessor,
that the act passed which took away the sinecure. It
took away the sinecure, and it limited the value

;
but

the office must remain, and must be filled : wherever
there is a diocese there must be a registrjf, and where
there is a registry there must be a registrar. And I

trust that in nominating, prospectively, that registrar,
I shall, in the judgment of your Lordships, have
exercised a privilege to which I was both legally and
morally entitled, and have done nothing which, when
explained, can subject me to the charge of nepotism ;

an imputation which I hope neither has been nor ever
will be the characteristic of my official career." This

explanation was received with general cheering : and the

Bishop of London mentioned, as a proof of the Most
Rev. Prelate's disinterestedness, a case in which, when
Bishop of Chester, he had at his disposal a valuable office

which he might have given to his son, but did not.

On Friday the 10th, Ministers were worsted on a
Colonial question. The Duke of Argyll revived the
claim of Mr. Ryland, (formerly clerk of the Execiitive
Council in Canada) for compensation for the loss of his

appointment through the abolition of the office, which
he had not obtained, though it had been officially pro-
mised. The Duke moved resolutions declaratory of
Mr. Ryland's right to compensation.

—Earl Grey moved
the previovis question, on the ground that the claim
Avas a matter for the Colonial Government to settle

;

but the original motion was carried by 22 to 19.

On Monday the 13th, the presentation by Lord
Brough.\m of a petition in fiivour of University tteform,

gave occasion for some remarks on the subject by him,
and the Duke of Wellington. Lord Brough.^m said,
he believed that both the Duke of Wellington and
Lord Lyndiiurst concurred in deprecating any rash
interference with the universities, in which great im-
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provements had recently taken place. He hoped that
no Germanic system, or Germanic crotchets would be
introduced into our ancient, and liitlierto, flourishing
universities.—The Duke of Wellington said, that as
far as he could understand, there was no desire to in-
troduce any Germanic system into the University of
Oxford. But while that University was anxious to
introduce every requisite improvement, that which it

could not do, was to repeal the statutes by which it

was governed. He hoped that no proceedings would be
taken which would have the effect of forcing some of
the most respectable, faithful, and loyal of her Majesty's
servants to choose between their duty of obediejice to
her Majesty's commands and their duty with respect to
the execution of the law.

Lord Stanley announced his intention of calling the
attention of the House to the Affairs of Greece, and
requested to know when otficial accounts of the late

transactions would be laid before the House .'
—The

Marquis of Lansdowne promised that the requested
information should be speedily furnished. The French
negotiator, he said, had broken off the negotiations on
a single point: it was owing to an " accident of the
winds," which occasioned a delay of three or four days,
that the accommodation was not brought about by the

instrumentality of the French Governnient, which would
have been more satisfactory. The terms only diff'ered
from the French terms in one particular, and in that
particular they were more favourable to Greece; "so
that, in the exercise for its free discretion, Greece has
obtained terms, in a pecuniary sense, much better than
those the French Minister here thought her entitled to."—Lord Stanley thought that the Marquis of Lans-
DOWNE had a strange idea of "free discretion," when
the Greek Government had only submitted under a
threat of bombardment by the fleet of the most powerful
maritime state in the world.-—^Lord Lansuowne, in

making an announcement on another subject soon after-

wards, added :

"
I am reminded by my nol)le friend near

me to inform your Lordships, that the threat of bom-
barding the Pirajus, just adverted to by the noble Lord,
is entirely an assumption of his own."
On Thursday the 16th, Lord Brougham asked an

explanation of a fact, which had just come to his know-
ledge

—the Departure of the French Ambassador, by
command of his government, on her Majesty's birth-day.—The Marquis of Laxsdowne said, that the circum-
stance was purely accidental, and in no way connected
with any design to manifest disrespect either to her
Majesty or this country.

—Lord Buougham :

"
I can

hardly ascribe the absence of the Russian Ambassador
to accident also

;
I wish I could."

On Friday, Lord Brougham returned to the subject,
with considerable vehemence, and required explanations
respecting the "

inauspicious ftict
"

of the French
Ambassador's Becal.^The Marquis of Lansdowne
said, that when the French Ambassador left this

country he presented no letters of recal, and up to that
moment no such notice of recal had been left with
her Majesty's government. The Ambassador had left

London, furnished, for the purpose of explanation, with
documents that could not be known to the French
Government. The noble Marquis expressed his earnest

hope that the result would be such as to prevent any
sort of interruption to the friendly intercourse of the
two countries.—Lord Brougham insisted that General
La Hitte (the French Foreign Minister) directed M.
Drouyn de Lhuys to "read" his despatch to Lord
Palmerston.—The Marquis of Laxsuownr replied that
no letters of recal had been "presented."

In the House of Common.s, on Thursday the 2.5th

-\pril, the Australian Colonies Bill was proceeded with
in Committee, and its remaining clauses were passed with
little discussion.—Mr. Vernim Smith objected to the
clause establishing a Federative Assembly, as being use- I

!ess and uncalled for by the opinion of the colonies
;
and

Mr. Roebuck (Mr. Disraeli concurring) objected to
this measure as being contrary to the jirincipal of feder-
ation—the equality of the constituent parts.

—Lord John
Russell defended the proposition as being practically
useful.—Sir W. Molesworth supported Mr. Roe-

buck's objection : and on a division the clause was carried
by 64 to 10. The remainder of the clauses were passed
and the bill reported.
The debate was resumed on the second reading of the

Securities for Adcances (Ireland) Bill. Lord Naas
objected to it as an iaterference with the present
Encumbered Estates Act, and as being injurious to the
Irish proprietors.—Mr. Baillie contended that the
measure would depreciate the cuiTency, by forcing ten
millions worth of mortgage paper, of the nature of
Exchequer bills, into the market.—The Solicitok
General replied to these objections; and after obser-
vations in support of the bill from Mr. Fagan, Mr.
Sadler, Mr. II. Herliert, and Mr. Stuart Wortley, its
second reading was carried by 186 to 41.
On Friday the 26th, the motion for going into

Committee on the Distressed Unions Advances (Ireland)
Bill was opposed by Colonel Sibthorp, who moved that
the House should go into Committee that day six
months

;
but his amendment, after a little discussion,

was lost by 132 to 12. The bill then went through the
Committee. The further business of the House that
evening was obstructed by a long discussion originated
by Mr. Disraeli, who, on the motion for going into
a committee of supply, made an attack on the financial

arrangementsofthe year.—Lord John Russell defended
himself and his colleagues, and exposed the incon-
sistencies of Mr. Disraeli's own conduct. When this

ended, the House went into committee
; but it was now

midnight, and too late to proceed to business.
The subject of the New Houses of Parliament

was brought forward on Monday, the" 29th idt., by
Mr. Osborne. — Mr. Green as one of the commis-
sioners, said that the commissioners had been unable to
reconcile the diffc'rences between the architect and the
ventilator, and that in the meantime they were endea-
vouring to carry on the work the best way they could.—
Mr. Osborne gave notice of a motion with the view of

getting rid of both Mr. Barry and Dr. Reid
;
an intima-

tion that was received with cheers and laughter.
Mr. CocKBURN called attention to the case, at the

Thames Police Court, of the black steward of a British
vessel who had been taken out of the ship at Charleston
and imprisoned for two mouths, simply because he was
a Man of Colour.—Lord Palmerston said that the
case was not new ; that such a law as that mentioned
existed in the State of Carolina

;
and that our govern-

ment had remonstrated against it as a violation of the

principles of international law, as well as of the treaty
of 1815: but the reply had been that the Federal
government was unable to revoke the law, and that, if

England insisted, the American government would be

compelled to terminate the treaty of 1815. The English
govemmeut, therefore, had not thought it expedient to

press the matter further
; but it should be remembered

that the law is known, and that those who go, there

expose themselves to it voluntarily.
A Bill to amend the law as to Savings Banks was

brought in by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He
gave a sketch of the history of these establishments,
which now hold the deposits of the poor to the amount
of twenty-eight millions, and pointed out the necessity
of remedying the evils caused by growing laxity of

management. One of the chief evils (he said) is that

exemption from any liability which was extended to

trustees in 1844 . it is proposed to restore this liability
for wilful or neglectful losses. Neither the Government
nor the trustees are now liable for loss by the treasurers
of the savings-banks ; the Government cannot be
answerable for the otHcers it does not appoint, and the
trustees are unanswerable for anybody or anything. It

is proposed to place these officers in the appointment
of Government, and to make Government responsible
for their acts. Fraud is frequently occasioned by the

treasurer or actuary rccei'\'ing monies at his own house.
It is intended that the trcas\irer alone shall n-ceive money,
and he shall attend at certain stated times for that

purpose. The Government will generally appoint a local

banker to fill the otfice
;
and the duties shall no longer

be wholly unremunerated. It sliall be a midemeanoxir
for any other person than the treasurer to receive money
as a savings-bank deposit. Daily accounts shall be
rendered to the Commissioners of the National Debt ;
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and those Commissioners shall appoint auditors, who
shall exercise a constant auditing of the accovmts, subject

to supervision by special inspectors despatched at dis-

cretion. It was further proposed (he added) to reduce

the rate of interest allowed to depositors from 3/. to

21. 15s., and to limit deposits to the amount of 100^.
;

above that amount. Government would either hold the

money without interest, or, at the depositor's option, invest

in the funds free of charge. The power of buying should

also be enlarged.—Some remarks were made, generally
favourable to the measure, with criticisms on its details.

Mr. Hume, in particular, observed that it provided only
for the future, and that nothing was done for the relief

of those who had already lost the money they had

invested in savings-banks, trusting to the security of

the Government. The bill was then read a first time.

In moving the second reading of the Ecclesiastical

Commissions Bill, Sir George Gitr.Y entered into some

explanations. He said that the principal feature of the

measure was the separation of the ecclesiastical and lay

departments by the appointment of a tribunal to be

designated
" The Church Estates Committee," which was

to be invested with the management of the property of

the Church, and to report to the conmiission thereupon.
This estates conmiittee was to consist of three persons,
two to be appointed by the CroMn, and the third by the

Archbishop of Canterbury, one of the foi-mer and the

latter to be paid commissioners. Two others might be

added, one of whom mvist be a layman. The decision

of the committee would be practically conclusive from

the weight which would attach to it. There was an

important clause in the Bill by which fixed, instead of

fluctuating incomes, would be given to the Archbishops
and Bishops, and a clause was also to be introduced to

prevent Deans from holding benefices beyond a certain

distance from their Cathedrals. — Mr. HoiiSJiAN

strenuously objected to the Bill
; showing how far

it fell short of the recommendations of the com-

mittee, and how unfit it was to effect any practical

good. The whole Episcopal body were to remain
members of the board, at once perpetuating its

unwieldiness and the undue weight of episcopal
influence. "Why," said Mr. Horsman,

" arc bishops

necessary in the Commission at all ? The bishops are

not the Church ;
it is the laity who compose its numbers,

life, and strength, and who may fitly guard its property.

Looking to such gentlemen as Sir James Graham and
Mr. Goulburn, surely that property would be as safe in

the hands of a devoxit laj-man as a devout ecclesiastic.

The Church has been plundered often
; by the monarchs

first, "then by the nobles, in the last century by the

bishops, in the present day by the ecclesiastical com-
missioners. The bishops are not exempt from human
infirmities, and think they are taking care of all when
sometimes taking care of themselves alone. In earlier

days, the bishop's residence was in the cathedral city ;

he was at the centre of a religious community, ever at

home, ever in the public gaze, ever accessible to his

clergy and people ;
now he is metamorphosed into a

rural dignitary, secluded in an aristocratic mansion,
which the clergy penetrate with difficulty, the people
not at all. In this age of active speculation and culti-

vated intellect—in this age so unsusceptible of belief—
who should be the guides in the arduous and critical

warfare ? Surely men of a higher spiritual order

than those who now, styled
" Fathers in God,'"

are yet wholly engi-osscd with worldly affairs, vigi-
lant only of the Church's monies, tenacious only of

her dignities and ranks—more likely to smite and sink

her than to save her in the .struggle. Mr. Goulburn
had once complained of Mr. Horsman's low idea of the

Episcopal office
;
Mr. Horsman had yet to learn that

political functions have aught to do with spiritual office,

or, indeed, are aught but tumours and excrescences

upon that office. That office he deemed divine

in its origin, spiritual in its essence—too high to be
exalted by worldly pomp, too holy to be profaned by
worldly occupation ;

and if so large an amount of

worldly duties be involved in its functions, it is impos-
sible to advance anything more fatal to the establish-

ment of which it is a part.
—Mr. Goulburn vindicated

the bench of bishops with great warmth, and made a

personal attack on Mr. Horsman, who, he said, had

" assaulted and vilified them with laboriously prepared
eloquence." He described Mr. Horsman as a disap-

pointed man, who had been a lord of the treasuiy, and
was desirous of a higher office

;
and he entered into

calculations, to show that Mr. Horsman, on a former

occasion, had made unfair statements as to the incomes
of the bishops.

—Lord John Russell observed that no

objections had been made to the second reading of the
bill

;
the observations which had been made being

merely for the consideration of the committee. He
would, therefore, only say, that so far as he had known
the right rev. bench of prelates, they were pioxis, learned,

courteous, and hospitable.—Mr. Osborne characterised

the bill as being, in the present state of the Church, a

mere compromise-—a sort of "
pull-bishop pull-curate"

affair. He repelled Mr. Goulburn's attack on Mr.
Horsman. He was surprised that a minister of Mr.
Goulburn's standing and experience could condescend to

throw out so low a taunt as to say that his honourable
friend was a disappointed man. Such an expression did

not come with grace from one who had been tied for

years like a tin kettle to the tail of the right honourable
baronet the member for Tamworth—so long, that when-
ever the right honourable baronet ran from one side of

the hoiise to the other, be it on this question or on that,
the tinkle of the tin kettle was ever heard, whether it

was against Catholic emancipation one day or in favour

of Catholic emancipation on another, or whether

against the principles of free-trade at one time, or for the

principles of free-trade on the next occasion. " After

such a career," continued Mr. Osborne, when the

laughter and confusion caused by his remarks had sub-

sided,
" the honourable gentleman turns round upon my

honourable friend, who has been engaged in a most
meritorious manner

;
and because he has succeeded in

making a stand in the country—such a stand as the

right hon. gentleman himself has never made, and never
will make—he taunts him with having brought this

question forward because he is a disappointed man. I

cannot sit here and hear a taunt, so low, so unworthy a

representative of the University of Cambridge, without
at once entering my protest against it.—Sir R. Inglis
rose w-ith great heat to answer Mr. Osborne, who had

[

made an attack upon the member for the university

I

of Cambridge,—his equal in everything, his superior

j

in station, in temper, in talent, and in eloquence.

I

Sir Robert's warmth produced a good many interrup-
tions. On the subject of the bill he objected to the

hierarchy of England being treated as mere stipendiary
'

servants—the question was not of salaries, but of the

inalienable property of the church. He trusted that the

feeling with which he consented to the second reading
of the bill would prevent him from being bound to the

measure as it stood, or to the alterations which might be
made in it.^

—Mr. Sidney Herbert and Mr. Page
Wood expressed regret at the tone which the debate

had taken
;

the latter condemning Mr. Goidburn for

introducing idle gossip, to which he should not have
condescended to give weight.

—Mr. Horsman called on
Mr. Goulburn to specify for what office he had ever

known him a candidate.'—Lord John Russell inter-

fered, with a tribute to the political independence of

Mr. Horsman, and the unimpeached integrity and pub-
lic character of Mr. Goulburn.—Mr. Goulburn ad-

mitted that he had spoken under feelings of vexation,
and retracted his allusion to what he admitted might
have been a very foolish rumour.—Lord John Russell

promised to fix an early day for the discussion in com-

mittee, and the bill was read a second time.

On Tuesday the 30th, Sir B. Hall brought for-\vard

the subject of a Sinecure Office in the Archdiocese of
Canterbury. He said that the emoluments of the office

of Registrar of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury
have been from 9000A to 12,000?. a year ;

the office itself

being a sinecure. The usage has been, that the Arch-

bishop for the time being should nominate the incum-

bent of the office and two successors. Archbishop Moore

appointed his two sons, and they in succession held the

office. Dr. Manners Sutton appointed his grandson, the

present Lord Canterbury, to the reversion of the office

—that grandson being then ten or twelve years old.

The late Dr. Howley made a communication to the

Government, that, in the conscientious fulfilment of his
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duty, he could not fill up the reversion of this sinecure
when it became vacant in 1845

;
and it remained vacant

at his death—not the onljf similar memorial of his pious
self-denial. A\nieu Dr. Sumner, the present Archbishop,
succeeded, he found the reversion of the office vacant,
and immediately filled it up, by appointing his son, a

young gentleman studying in the Temple. By the 10th
and 11th Vict. c. 98, sec. 9, every such person appointed
after the passing of the act is to hold office subject to the

regulations made by Parliament
;

and Sir B. Hall
desired to know what was the intention of Government
with regard to the reversion of this Office.—Lord John
Russell assented to the correctness of the above state-

ment. The office in question, he added, was under

inquiry, and it appeared to be one that should be cither

abolished or greatly altered ; in which case there could
be no claim for compensation.
Mr. Henley moved for an address to Her Majesty,

jjraying for a Revision of the Sn/aries and Wages paid
in every department of the public service. He referred
to the examination directed two years ago by Govern-
ment, of various portions of the public expenditure, but
remarked that official salaries were not included in the

investigation, and that there had been no real inquiry
into this question since 1821, when important reductions
in salaries had been made. There was about four
millions of payments every j'ear which did not come
under the revision of Parliament. He went through the
details of the payments made to Cabinet Ministers, to

"non-fighting" members of the military and naval

services, to the diplomatic body, and to legal officers of
all grades ;

and he contended that the principle upon
which the papnents to this mass of officials ought to be

regulated should be the price of corn for the time being.
But he also thought that great reforms might be made
in the constitution of many of the departments, espe-

cially in the diplomatic service, in which he considered
that both the number and the salaries of the attaches

might be reduced. Recent reductions in the army and
navy departments had affected the lower class of salaries

only, and ovight to be materially extended
;
and a large

expenditure was kept up in order to preserve the aristo-

cratic character of certain branches of the public service.
He was of opinion that Lord John Russell's committee
was intended chiefly to defeat the present motion

;
that

the reductions, of which so much parade had recently
been made, were in reality insignificant ; and he sought
to show that, though a number of items had been done

away with, no corresponding reduction had followed in

the cost of the departments wherein such reducticni had
taken place. He next went into statistics of jiaupcrism,
crime, and labour, to show the distressed condition of
the nation

;
and asserting that the country demanded

"more work for less money," he asked the House to

compel an inquiry which should lead up to real econo-
mical i-eform.—The Chancellor of the Exchequer
entered into a variety of statistical details in opposition
to the statements and conclusions of Mr. Henley. He
quoted from the Marylebone AVorkhouse accounts, to
show that a pauper costs more in 1849 than in 1843, in
the proportion of 5s. Okl. to 4.s. Ud. He showed that
considerable reductions have been made in late years on
the numbers of departmental employes, and in the

aggregate of their cost
;
in the Excise alone, since 1833,

there have been reductions of 2,054 persons, receiving
nearly half a million in salaries

;
in the Pay Office, con-

solidations which save 16,000^. a year. Affirming that the
cost of collecting revenue has no fixed relation to its pro-
ductiveness, he quoted figures to show that the cost of
collection is lower for 1850 than in 1848, in all the

departments. Lastly, he referred to the salaries of the
servants in the gTeat establishments organised by
private enterprise

—the Bank, the East India Company,
&c.—the scale of which is equal to that of the Govern-
ment establishments. He concluded by saying that
there were not above 50,000 persons engaged in the
civil service of the country ;

that there Mas no nation
served by so few people, proportionately to the work
they had to do, and served so well ; and that the way to

ensure heart-service, and not lip-service, was, in every
department, to pay poor servants well, treat them with
consideration and kindness, and not to discourage them
by seeming willing to sacrifice their feelings an i

interests.— Colonel Sibthorp supported the motion
in his usual quaint way, and kept the house in a state
of merriment during his speech. He said it was very
evident there would be no reduction or revision of
salaries. He never thought there would. He never
expected anything from Lord John Russell's committee
above stairs, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer was
only showing them how he could get rid of the question.
But after all, such motions as that of his honourable
friend did some good. It did a great deal of good to
stir those people up. There was the grossest job that
ever existed, the ComptroUership of the Exchequer, a
nice fat place for the noble lord who enjoyed the ease
and the emoluments of the office, some 2,000/. a year.
He had tried to get that gross job abolished. He had
not succeeded, to be sure. He was refused, of course

;

but he would try again. Aye, he would. And he
would tell the House that, even although he had not
succeeded with his motion, he had done some good.
The noble lord had never been in his office until that
motion had been made. But he was often there now.
The gallant Colonel then digressed to his favourite topic,
the erils of free-trade. He saw the other day an en-

graved glass decanter, the price of which was sixpence.
How could native industry prosper in the face of foreign
competion like that 'i How could men not accustomed
to live upon sour krout, but who were used to beef and
ale, compete with such productions ? And yet they
were obliged to contribute to the keeping of the gentle-
men upon the Treasury bench, who wallowed in

champagne and turtle. It was onlj' by a dissolution
that they could expect to have a Government in a dif-

ferent position from that occupied by the present
ministry.

—INIr. Newdegate argued that, as a rise in

prices has ever been deemed a good reason for a rise in

salaries, so the converse should hold good, of a reduction
in salaries along with the present fall of prices.-

—Mr.
Hume considered that the motion was not uncalled for as

a supplement to the committee lately appointed, whose
range of inquiry was much too limited. Without assign-
ing any blame to the Government who had recently done
much for economy, he wished that the proposition
of Mr. Henley should be adopted. He suggested the

appointment of a Board to examine into the qualifi-
cations of candidates for places.

—Mr. Roebuck, ap-
proving of the proposed scrutiny, believed that its result
would show that the working officials who do the business
of the nation are wretchedly paid. He took the case of
the Treasury, where thirty-seven persons are employed.
Look at any man who has attained honours at either of
the Universities and entered the Treasury ;

he enters
there unused to business, as much a learner as in a

pleader's chambers, and remains two years with 90/.

a year. There are four classes
;
he remains in the first

class till he is thirty-three years old, and then obtains
200/. : he then reaches the second class, in which he

may rise to 500/. bj' the time he is fifty. And so he

goes on to the fourth class, at the head of which he ob-

tains 1,000/. a-year ;
but not before he is fifty-nine years

old. Mr. Roebiu'k appealed to the Hoiise of Commons—
looking to the habits of this country, and they must

look to those habits—looking to all the exigencies a man
must go throiigh before he could tit himself for office—
looking to the station he must hold in this great town,
to meet others in the position of gentlemen, in the posi-
tion of life in which he was, to be beyond the ordinary
temptations of life—was it to be said that in the highest
office of the working people of the state of this country
a man must be sixty years old before he could attain to

1,000/. a-year, and that that should be considered over-

paying in a hard-working service ? AA^ould any one say
that a lawyer in business might be deemed overjiaid if

when he began life he hoped at sixty to attain 1,000/.

a-year? He had heard it stated that the heads of bis

own profession were overpaid : he at once boldly said ho
did not think they were. If, then, the heads oi' that pro-
fcssimi were not overpaid, and the heads of the Govern-
ment were not overpaid, and the .siibordinates were not

overj)aid, where was the overi)ayinent .' It could only
be in the number of jiersons cni|)loycd : and he was gure

the noble Lord would do well to allow the inquiry, to

show that the numbers were not over what they ought
to be ; for if it be proved that they were more numerous
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tbaa they ought to be, the noble Lord would be the fii-st

to be benefited by the reduction. Why then should not

an. inqniiry be made ? Why should they have
what he always considered a subterfuge

—the iircvious

question ? It could not be said that the present was
an inconvenient time, there could not be a fitter

time than one of trausitiini for sucli an inquiry.'
—Sir

IloMEET Peel agreed with much tluit had been said by
Mr. Roebuck, but could not adopt Iris conclusion

;
as

the proposed inquiry could lead to no practical result,
the salaries of no class of the public servants being
greater than what their services earned and the public
interest required.

—Mr. Cobdex opposed the motion
;

because if he accepted the reduction of price as a plea
for a reduction of salaries in public offices, he would be

party to a proposition for a general reduction of wages
tliroughout^ the country ;

a measure uncalled for, im-

practicable, and therefore absurd. So far from a re-

duction, of price leading to a reduction of wages, the

tendency is the other way ;
a diminution of price lead-

ing to increased demand, increased employment, and
increase of wages. He admitted that the time is come
when we should endeavour to deal with the non-effective

branch of the military service by preventing its exten-

sion. Considerable advantages have generally resulted

firom Committees: but he would vote against this motion
bec-iuse he objected to the reduction of the salaries of

humble clerks and labourers in the public dejiartments ;

because he could not be a party to casting a blemish on
free trade by making it the pretence for intticting a wound
on any class of the community ;

because he was un-

valling to make it appear that the country was less able
now than before the establishment of free trade to pay
its officers and servants

;
because he was not disposed

to acknowledge, as a consequence of free trade, that the

people are in the enjoyment of fewer comforts than
before

;
and finally, because he could not admit that

the people are noteutitled to the full benefit of the advan-

tages which free trade gives them.—Mr. DisiiAELl said

that there was a general cry over the country for re-

duction of burdens which were felt to be grievous and
intolerable

;
and maintained that this arose from the

distress prochiced by the operation of free trade. He
defended the policy recently adopted by the Protec-
tionist pai'ty ;

and in reference to the charge that it was

inspired by a new-born economy, he boasted that to the

Tory party the nation was indebted for all the great
financial reforms which had been effected since the
declaration of the independence of America up to the
Reform Bill. Financial reform, he asserted, had that

night received a fatal blow. The projiosal of ^Ir.

Henley wa.s to deal with an amount of seven millions
and a half, and might have effected a reduction of a
million a-year. But the great financial reformers had
decided that it was not to be. The present distress in

the country was not the condemnation—that was com-

ing
—of the new commercial system, but one of its

consequences. He did not intend to bring on a specific
motion for a re-consideration of our financial system,
because he did not thiuk that Parliament was the place
for settling the question. Experience could only be
learned by affliction

;
and as soon as the people had, by

bitter experience, arrived at a proper understanding
of its position, the nation itself would take the
settlement of the question into its own hands.—
Lord John Ru.s.sell said that this motion was clearly
one of censure on the Government, inasmuch as it asked
Her Majesty to direct that to be done which Govern-
meat was already doing. The labouring classes were
in a better position than before a free-trade policy was
adopted. The motion was part of an avowed system of
tactics for bringing back the duties on food, and he
believed that no such proposal would for a moment be
listened to by the country. On the division the numbers
were, for the previous riucstiou 269, against it, 173 :

majority against the motion, 96.

On Wednesday the 1st of r>Iay, the House, on the
motion of Sir G. Grey, voted an address of congratu-
lation to Her Majesty on the birth of a prince.—Tnc
House went into Committee on the Beni-Jiccs in Plurality
Bill.—Mr. Hume moved, as an amendment on the first

clause, the omission of the qualifying words, so as

totally to prohibit the holding of pluralities; which,

after some discvission, was negatived by 166 to 53.—Mr.
Sidney Herbert then moved an amendment, extending
the proliibition against plural holding not only to bene-
fices situated beyond a certain proximity to one another,
but also to those of which one at least shoxild not fall

beneath the annual value of 100/., which was passed by
a majority of 166 to 16.—The clause as so amended
was adopted, as were several succeeding, without oppo-
sition, the one extending the operation of the bill to

Ireland being withdrawn by consent.
The debate on the bdl for the Abolition of Attorney's

Certificate Tax was resumed on Thursday the 2nd.
Sir F. Thesiger supported the motion for leave to

brmg in the bill, entering into elaborate statistics in its

favour, and contending that the tax originated in a

spirit of hostility to lawyers.
—The Chancellor of the

ExCHEQVEii opposed the bill on the ground that as

many taxes had been already removed as the state of
the revenue would admit of. Leave, however, was

given to bring in the bill, by 155 to 136; a majority
of 19 against the government.
The intentions of the Government with respect to the

Factory Question were announced on Friday the 3rd,

by Sir George Grey, in answer to a question by Lord

Ashley. He proposed, he said, to introduce a measure
in conformity with the spirit of the act of 1847, though
not with its letter. At present, the factory may work
between the hours of half-past five in the morning and

half-past eight in the evening ;
the ten hours to be

included within that time. He proposed to limit the

working of the factory between six in the morning and
six in the evening, and to deduct from that time an hour
and a half for meals

; maldng the time for all hands ten

hours and a half daily. On Saturday, however, he would
take the eight hours from six till two, omitting half an
hour for breakfast, and making in the whole sixty hours
in the week, in lieu of fifty-eight hours as at present.
Lord John Manners and Mr. Edwards protested

against this, or any compromise which would add two
hours to the toil of the labourer.—Mr. Hujie said he
had always deprecated interference between master and

workmen, and that he regi'etted to find the government
so weak as to countenance so vicious a principle.

—Seve-
ral Irish measures—the Distressed UnionsAdvances Bill,
the Parliamentary Voters Bill, and the Court of
Chancery Bill, were considered and forwarded in com-

mittee, with little discussion. A small episodical
skirmish occurred on the Francliise Bill. Lord C.vstle-
REAGII called on Mr. W. J. Fox to explain an expression
he had used at the Reform conference—that their

ultimate object was " a social revolution," which, he

(Lord Castlereagh) presumed, meant a socialist revolu-

tion.—Mr. Fox said, that what he meant, was not a

revolution which had anything to do with bloodshed,

plunder, or the destruction of venerated and useful

institutions, the redistribution of property, or any such
absurdities : but a change which should j^ut talent,

integrity, and legitimate influence in the place of cor-

ruption and of intimidation in the representation of the

people in that House. Tliis explanatian was received

with loud cheers.

On Monday the 6th, on the Report of the Australian
Colonies Bill being brought up. Sir W. Molesworth
moved its re-committal, in order to take the sense of the

House on his scheme for depriving the Colonial Office of

power to interfere with the local administration of the

AxistraUan colonies, and for giving those colonies the
uncontrolled management of their own affairs.

" I pro-

pose," he said,
"
virtually to transport the colonial office,

with all its powers, to the colonies. For instance, my
object would virtually be accomplished if the noble earl

the secretary of state for the colonics were transported
to New South Wales and made governor of that colony,
or if the honourable gentleman the under-secrctai-y of

state for the colonies were made lieutenant-governor of

Western Australia, and both of them wei'c, as far as

their respective colonies were concerned, to retain all

the powers of the colonial office. Without doubt, we
should deeply grieve to lose the valuable services of the

noble earl and the honourable gentleman in Downing
Street

;
but I am satisfied that they would render

far greater services to the Colonial empire in

the colonies to which I have referred." He concluded
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by saying that there was a strikinpr analogy be-
tween the government of the United States and
that which ought to be the system of government
in our colonial empire.

"
For," he said,

" the United
States form a system of states clustered round a central

republic ; our colonial empire ought to be a system of
colonies clustered round the hereditary monarchy of

England. The hereditary monarchy should possess the

powers of government, with the exception of that of

taxation, which the central republic possesses. If it

possessed less, the empire would cease to be one body
politic ;

if it continue to possess more, the colonies will
he discontented at the want of self-government, and on
the first oeca.sion will imitate tlieir brethren in
America." The motion, having been supported by
Mr. Adderley and Mr. Gladstone, and opposed by Mr.
Labouchere and Sir George Grey, was negatived by
165 to 42.

Mr. Gi,.\DSTONE then brought forward his proposal
of an Ecclesiastical Co}istituiiou for the Aiistrulian
Colonies. He contended that the system of established

religion does not prevail in Australia for any useful

purpose. The churcli is simply, like the sects, a sti-

pendiary church
; although the power of appointment

to benefices lies with the Governor. There are no
ecclesiastical courts for the maintenance of discipline ;

all discipline must enumate from the Prerogative Courts
of the Pro^-ince of Canterbury, at the other side of the
world. The Bishop is powerless, unless he act w^ith

arbitrary despotism, and without any forms of judicial
procedure at all

• and if he do this, the right of appeal
to home is a right upon paper alone. Mr. Gladstone
proposed, inasmuch as the Colonial Church is thus
excluded from the rights and privileges of establishment
to untie its hands from all cUsabilities, and let it fall

back on its original freedom. With this object he
moved that a clause be added to the bill enacting that
the bishops, clergy, and laity, in communion with the
church, in the several colonies, shall have power to
meet from time to time and make regulations for the
conduct of ecclesiastical affairs. — Mr. Labouchere
opposed the motion, observing that, whatever might
be the mover's intentions, the effect of the clause would
be the establishment of an ecclesiastical synod, which
would have the power of making laws without the
sanction either of the colonial legislature or the imperial
parliament. After a debate in which the motion was
supported by Mr. Hope, Mr. Page Wood, Mr. Rundall
Palmer, and Mr. Walpole, and opposed by Mr. Anstey,
Mr. Roebuck, Sir G. Grev, the Attorney-General, and
Mr. Hume, it was negatived by 187 to 102.
On Tuesday the 7th, Mr. Ew'art moved the Bejjenl

of the Advertisement Dut;/ ; and briefly supported his
motion by the usual arguments—the obstructive operation
of the tax to transactions of business, the affairs of life,
and the diffusion of religion and knowledge—its injustice
and inequality, and the paltry amount of its produce.
It was seconded by Mr. Milner GlliSON, and opposed by
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, chiefly on the

ground that the finances could not bear any remission
of taxation beyond those he had announced in his
financial statement for the year. It was lost by 208 to
39.—The Sanitari/ Condition of the Journeymen
Bakers was then brought before the House by Lord R.
Grosvexor, Avho moved for a select Committee to

inquire whether any measures can be taken to improve
it.—Lord Dudley Stuart seconded the motion, observing
that among the 16,000 persons interested in its fate, a

great numljer are mere lads.—Sir George Grey said,
that the state of the facts was well known and called
for no further inquiry ; that the evils and hardships of
the journeymen bakers were not denied

; but that the

only legitimate redress was an arrangement between the

employers and their workmen.—Mr. St.veford pro-
phesied that this rejection of the respectful supplications
of a numerous and industrioxis body—this sacrifice to
the cold fictions of political economy—would tell at

future elections. Such treatment of the people might
be politically philosophical, but was socially unsafe.
Mr. Bright opposed the motion; quoted articles from
the Bakers' Gazette and General Traders' Advocate,
and asked the House to judge whether there was any-
thing in the projects which Robert Owen or the French

Socialist leaders had put forward, that more partook of
Communism than those articles. He would be ashamed
to be the mouthpiece of a brawny, stalwart race of men—of Scotchmen too—who notwithstanding they have-

sufficient intelligence to make their cause known to the

public through the medium of a newspaper, eome to
the House to remedy their grievances.-

—Mr. George
Thomi'.son repudiated Mr. Bright's doctrine, and felt

bound to separate from him altogether if ho had no
better arguments for his principles than these.—Mr.
Sharman Craweord, was also in favour of inquiry.
The House negatived the motion, by 90 to 4-t.

Mr. Ax.stey's Irish Fisheries Bill, the principal

object of which was to place in the hands of a Board of
Commissioners the regulation of all the Irish fisheries,
was lost on Wednesday the 8th, on the question of the
.second reading, by a majority of 197 to 37. The Bill

received only a qualified support ,
and Sir W. Somer-

VILLE, believing legislation on the subject to be necessary,
suggested the introduction of another hill, less objection-
able in its details.—Mr. Lacy, in moving the second

reading of his Extranniral Interment Bill, objected to
the plan proposed by the Board of Health and embodied
in the ]SIinisterial Bill. His proposal was, that the

Railway Companies shoxild be empowered to buy waste
lands on the margins of their railways, and establish

cemeteries on them. Mr. Labouchere opposed the
bill on the single ground that it was contrai-y to all

principle to allow Railway Companies to embark in

traffic different from their legitimate business. The
bill was thrown out by 123 to 4.

On Friday, the 10th, in the Committee on the Man-
chester Rectory Division Bill, Mr. Goulburn moved
that the Salaries of the Canons should be 750Z. a-year,
instead of 600/. The motion was opposed by Mr.
Milner Gibson and Sir George Grey, the matter having:
been fully considered by the Select Committee; and
negatived bj' 193 to 60. The remaining clauses were
agreed to.—The Chancellor of the Exchequer
stated the substance of his intended Stamp Duties Bill,
and intimated that on Monday he should move for a
Committee of the whole House on the subject.
The third reading of the Parliamcntari/ Voters

(Irish) Bill was opposed by Lord Bernard, Mr. Napier,
Lord Jocelyn, Jlr. Disraeli and others, on the ground
of its democratic tendencies, and of the danger, by
reducing the franchise to 8/. of throwing it open to
classes liable to evil infiuences, and unfit to te entrusted
with it. Its principal supporters were Mr. Sheil, Sir

James Graham, and Lord John Russell. Sir James
Graham's speech was remarkable for the broad ground
on which he supported the measure

; alhiding to the

objection that the Bill would unduly enlarge the con-
stituent body, he said,

" I do not object to it on that

ground. I must say, considering the increase of the
democratic element in our institutions, that I see the

greatest danger in erecting an immense sxiperstructure

ujjon a narrow electoral basis. Sir, if that superstruc-
ture cannot stand upon an extended electoral basis, I am
sure that a narrow basis cannot long sustain it. On
principle, therefore, I cannot object to this bill as it

extends that basis. Allusion has been made to what has

lately been witnessed elsewhere, and I think it is not

good policj' to neglect examples which are patent and
before our eyes. If I were to mention what in my
humble judgment was the immediate cause of the fall

of the kingly ])ower of Louis Philippe, it would be, that
he attempted to maintain the semblance of representa-
tive government with a constituent body, wliich, as

compared with the great bulk of the population, -was

dangcrcmsly narrow, and utterly inadequate. What was
the eousequince ? A tumult arose in the metropolis,
and the Governient was overthrown without a struggle.
His pow er was buried in this ruin ; and the consequence
has been, that for the last two years the nation has been

])lunged into anarchy, and property and lift' have been
rendered insecure. But what is the return of the

wave, and the reaction from that state of things

following the universal extension of the
sufl'va^e

in

France ? The return is a desire to base the sufltage,
restricted as compared with universal sufl'rage.on hause-
hold suftrage, on permanent residence, and the paymeBt
of local taxation. .\nd, I am sure that that is>a safe;
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basis on which to test the franchise." These remarks
were loudly cheered throughout. The result of the

division was that the third reading was carried by 254 to

186, and the bill passed.
On Monday the 13th, on the third reading of the

Australian Colonies Bill, Mr. Gl.vdstone moved an

amendment, in substance, that legislation on the subject
should not proceed further till the people and the

authorities in the Colonies were enabled to consider the

provisions of the measure as they stand, and the several

proposals for varying them. He objected to the bill on
four special grounds :—1 . The constant interference of

the authorities at home with the management of local

Colonial affairs ; 2. The power given to any two—a

minority
—of the five Colonies to erect a Generiil Assem-

bly able to override the Legislatures in all the Colonies ;

3. The framing of the constitution with a single Legis-
lative Chamber

; 4. The refusal to deal with the elective

franchise. And he protested against imposing on Par-
liament a management of enormous expense and respon-

sibility, against the wiU and not in accordance with the

wants of the colonists.—Mr. Roebuck seconded the

amendment.—Mr. H.\wes deprecated postponement,
insisting that the colonists had sufficiently considered

their future constitution, and were generally satisfied

with the measure proposed to them.—Mr. Hume felt so

much anxiety to remove the baneful influence of the

Colonial-office, that he would not consent to postpone
for another session the gift of a constitution to Australia.

It might not be altogether good, but was the best that
could be hoped for under the auspices of the depart-
ment, and contained an element of self-rectification in

the power given to the colonists to modify their consti-

tution hereafter.—The other speakers were, for the

bill, Mr. Anstey, Mr. Aglionby, and Mr. Macgregor ;

for the amendment, Mr. Denison, INIr. Scott, Mr. Si-

meon, and Mr. Adderley.-
—The amendment was nega-

tived by 266 to 128.—Mr. Roebuck moved the insertion

of a clause extending the principle of a Federal Assem-

bly to Canada, which he withdrew without a division.—Mr. AoLioNBY moved a clause including New
Zealand, which was negatived by 222 to 82. The biU
then passed.
On the motion of Lord Ashley, the House went into

committee proforma on the Factories Bill, in order to

have the clauses of his lordship's bill withdi-awn, and
the Government measure substituted. The formality was

completed after some discussion, during which a pro-
mise was elicited from Sir G. Grey that an early day
should be fixed for recommitting the biU, so as to have
the ten-hour principle fairly debated and disposed of.

On Tuesday the 14th, Mr. Grantley Berkeley
moved for a committee of the whole House to take into

consideration the laws relative to the Imjiortat ion. of
Foreign Corn. He entered largely into the agricultural
question, arguing that the only remedy for the existing
distress was a return to the principle of protection.

—
Colonel DuxNE seconded the motion.—A long debate

ensued; the motion being supported by the ^Marquis of

Granby, Col. Sibthorp, Mr. Miles, Mr. Sandars, Mr.
Herries, Mr. Disraeli, and Mr. Newdegate ; and op-
posed by Mr. Hastie, Mr. Slaney, Su- B. Hall, Mr. Mit-

chell, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Labouchere, and Mr. Cobden.—
Mr. DiSR.VELl, while he voted .for the motion, objected
to it as too limited in its character, embracing the
interest of one class only, instead of the interests of all,

and he disclaimed any desire for an immediate return to

protection. However he might diffiL>r from the policy
of 1846, he respected the gravity of that policy and of
the great contingencies which it involved. He didnot wish
to see the legislature pass laws, and then, like a capricious
woman, within a year and a half turn round and repeal
all they had done. His motion was lost by 298 to 184.

On Thursday, the 16th, the Greek Question was

brought before the House by Mr. Milner Gibson, who
requested explanation as to the departure of the French
Ambassador. Lord P.vlmerston' said,

" It is well
known that the French Ambassador went yesterday to

Paris, in order personally to be the medium of com-
munication between the two Governments as to these
matters ; but I trust nothing can arise out of these
circumstances likely to disturb the friendlj- relations
between the two countries."

The House went into Committee on the Marriages
Bill, having previously negatived, by 42 to 40, a motion
by Mr. Di\ett, against proceeding with the biU, which
he characterised as " scandalous and immoral." In the

Committee, Sir F. Thesigeh moved an amendment to

l)reveut the bill from having a retrospective efi'ect, which
was negatived by 111 to 68. Another amendment to
exclude Scotland fi-om the operation of the biU was
moved by Mr. Fox Maule, who affirmed that the
measure was adverse to the wishes and feelings of the
whole Scottish community. The Lord Advocate
admitted the general truth of this statement, but con-
tended for the necessity of making the law unifonn.
He gave it as his professional opinion, that man-iage
with a deceased wife's sister is not forbidden by the

existing law of Scotland : and Mr. Cockburn mentioned
a case where an Englishman, divorced and re-married
in Scotland, had been convicted of bigamy in England,
and sent to the hulks for a marriage which the Scotch

lawyers assured him was legal. Mr. Fox Maule's
amendment was negatived by 144 to 137.

On Friday the 17th, further explanations were
demanded by Mr. Disraeli, on the subject of the
liecal of the French Ambassador .

—Lord John Kus.sell

said, in answer, that LordNormanby had received a state-

ment from General de la Hitte that in consequence of the
ill-treatment ofFrance by the government ofthis coxmtiy,
he had thought it necessary to recal M. Drouin de Lhuys ;

at the same time, as M. Drouin de Lhuys had been sent
over for the special purpose of eff'ecting an arrangement
on the Greek affair, and the aff'air had terminated, it

was natural that he should return home. Lord John
Russell regretted this feeling on tlie part of the French

govei-nment, and felt convinced that if M. Gros had not,
for some unaccountable reason, suddenly given up his

mission, there would have been ample time for the
arrival of the despatch other Majesty's government in

Athens, and this misunderstanding would not have
occurred. Sir John Walsh asked whether, when Lord
Palmerston made his statement the preceding night, he
had General de la Hitte's letter to th« French ambassa-
dor in his possession ?—Lord John Ru.ssell said, that
when Lord Palmerston made his statement, he had not
that letter in his possession.^

—Mr. Roebuck observed,
that the ordinary form in such cases, is, to communicate
the note by reading it

;
if INI. Drouyn de Lhuys did so,

Loi'd Palmerston must have been in full possession of
the fiicts when he made his explanatory statement to

Mr. Milner Gibson. ^—Lord John Russell said that M.
Drouj-n do Lhuys read the letter, but communicated no

copy of it;
" and mj' noble friend, in his statement to

the house yesterday, gave what was his impression of

the case."—Sir John Walsh :

"
Still, he was in fviU

possession of the contents of the note."-—Lord John
Russell :

•' No doubt
;
at the same time, the French

ambassador accompanied it with such observations as

he thought proper to make. A very long interview
took place."

—In reply to Mr. Axstey, Lord John
Russell said,

" There has been no order sent recalling
Lord Normanby, and I trust no such order will be found

necessary." Lord Palmerston, who had been absent

during these questions and answers, made his appear-
ance in the House, when, by the rules of the House, it

was too late to question him on the subject.
Lord John Russell introduced a bill to abolish the

Viceregal Office in Ireland. The bill gives power
to the Queen to abolish the office by order in

Council
;

to appoint a fourth Secretary of State, charge-
able like the others with any of the functions of a Secre-

tary of State, but in practice with Irish aff'airs : some of

the functions of the Lord-Lieutenant wiU bo transferred

to the Sccretaiy for the Home Department, others be

given to Her Majesty in Council. The Lord Chan-
cellor of Ireland will be President of the Pri>y Council
in Ireland.—The bill was opposed by several Irish mem-
bers, but leave was given to bring it in by 107 to 13.

After the adjournment for the Whitsun holidays the

House met on the 23rd. Lord Palmerston entered
into explanations relative to the difl'erence with France

arising out of the Greek question. He defended the

truth of his statement on the preceding Thurday ;
the

fact being, as he had said, that M. Drouin de Lhuys
had not been recalled, but rather ordered to return to
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Paris, and had gone charged with documents and ex-

planations for his government of a conciliatorj' tendency.
After giving a narrative of the whole negotiations, Lord

Palmerston expressed his regret that any misunder-

standing had arisen, disclaimed any wish to slight the

mediation of France, and trusted that good feeling would

speedily be restored. Some comments on these explana-
tions were made by Sir J. Walsh, Lord Mahon, the

Hon. J. Smythe, Mr. Drummond, and Mr. Disraeli.

Lord John Russell replied to Mr. Disraeli's obser\'a-

tions, vindicated the sincerity of his own statements on

a previous evening, and expressed his desire and hope
that the misunderstanding should cease. The subject
then dropped.
Mr. Anstey moved a resolution to enforce the existing

excise laws prohibiting the fraudulent adulteration of

coffee. The Ch,\scellok of the Exchequer declared

he would not undertake a vexatious and ineffectual

crusade against the coffee-dealers. The motion was

withdrawn.—The house went into a Committee of Sup-

ply on the Naval Estimates, and several sums were
voted. The vote of 100,000^. for Pirates' Head Money
passed, after some opposition from Mr. Cobdex, Mr.

Bright, and Col. Thompson.
On the 24th Mr. Blackstone moved a resolution for

repealing the 10 per cent addition on the Excise and
Windows Duties, which was negatived by 130 to 65.—
In reply to a question from Lord C. Hamilton, Lord
Palmerstox denied that the Sardinian aggressions on
the Austrian donriuions in Italy had been suggested by
Lord Minto.—In the Committee of Supply various mis-

cellaneous sums were voted. A long discussion took

place on the expenditure connected with the New Houses
of Parliament, objections being made to various items

of it. On one article, a sum of 1000 gs. to decorate the

peers' private room with paintings,
—a specific motion

was made by Sir de Lacy Evans
;
and on a division this

sum was disallowed hy a majority of 94 to 75.

PROGRESS OP BUSINESS.

Souse of iords.—April 2oth. Titles of Religious Congrega-
tions Bill, Regulation of Plbadings Bill, and Pirates' Head-

Slonev Bill, passed through Committee.
29th.—Fisheries in Scotland Bill read a first time—West

India Appeals Bill read a second time.

30th.— Pi-ooess and Practice (Ireland) Bill read a second time.

—West India Appeal Bill went through Committee.—Titles of

i-ead a third time.

May 2nd,—Address to the Queen on the birth of a Prince.—

West ludia Appeals Bill read a third time.

3rd.—Pirates' Ilead-Money Bill read a third time and passed.—Indemnity Bill read a second time,

6th,—Administration of .Justice Improvement Bill read a

second time. Appeals from Ecclesiastical Court Bill read a

first time,

7th.—Annual Indemnity Bill read a third time and passed.
—

Procees and Practice (Ireland) Bill reported.
13th.—Distressed Unions Advances (Ireland) Bill read a

second time.
14th.—Judgments (Ireland) Bill, and Estates Leasing (Ire-

land) Bill, read a second time.

16th.—Distressed Unions Advances (Ireland) Bill read a third

time and passed,—Sunday Trading Prevention Bill repoi-ted,

17th,—Defects in Leases (Ireland) Bill read a second time-
Parish Constables' Bill read a third time and passed,—Ad-

journed till Monday the 27th,
'

27th,—The House met after the recess. The Masters .luris-

diction in Equitv Bill, the Estates Leasing (Ireland) Bill, and

the .Judgments (Ireland) Bill, passed through committee.—The

Defect in Leases Amendment Bill was read a third time and

passed.

Bouse of Com-nwns.—A'pril 25th. Australian Colonies Bill

passed through Committee. Securities for Advances (Ireland)

Bill read a second time.—Fees (Court of Chanceiy) Bill read a

first time.

26th,—Distressed Unions Advances (Ireland) Bill reported,—

Stamps on Marine Insurance, Mr, M'Gregor's motion for aboli-

tion negatived,
29th.—Savings Bank Bill read a first time,--Ecclesiastical

Commission Bill read a second time.—Naval Prize Balance Bill

read a tliird time and passed.—Defects in leases Hill read a

second time,—Court of Cliancery Bill read a first time,

SOth.-Public Salaries, Mr, Henley's motion negatived.

May 1st—Address to the Queen on tlie birth of a Priuce.—

Landlord and Tenants' Bill read a second time.- Railway
Traflic Bill thrown out on second reading.—Benefices in Plurality

Bill in Committee. Parish Constables Bill read a tliird time

and passed.
—Schools (Scotland) Bill read a first time.

2nd.—Attorneys' Certificate Duties Abolition Bill brought in

and read a first time.— County Court Extension Bill reported.

3rd,—Factories Bill, statement by Sir G, Grey.—Distressed
Unions Advances Bill, and Court of Chancery (Irish) forwarded

in Committee.

6th,—Australian Colonies Bill reported ;
Sir W, Molesworth's

motion for its recommittal negatived ; Mr, Gladstone's motion to

add an Ecclesiastical clause negatived, — Distressed Unions
Advances (Ireland) Bill read a third time and passed.—Public

Health (Ireland) Bill read a second time.— Petty Ses.sions

(Ireland) Bill read a first time.

7th.—Repeal of Advertisement Duty, Mr. Ewart's motion

negatived.
—Journeyman Bakers, Lord R. Grosvenor's motion

for a Committee negatived.

8th,—Mr, Lacy's E.xtramural Interment Bill, and Mr. An-

stey's Irish Fisheries Bill thrown out on second reading.—

Borough Gaol Bill read a second time.

9th.—Police Improvement (Scotland) Bill, Court of Sessions

Bill, Railwavs Abandonment Bill, and Elections (Ireland) Bill,

passed through Committee.—Benefices in Plurality Bill read a

third time and passed,—Weights and Measures Bill read a

second time,

10th,—Stamp Duties Bill withdrawn for a new one.—Man-
chester Rectory Division Billpassed throughCommittee,—Parlia-

mentarv Voters (Ireland) Bill read a third time and passed.—
Ecclesiastical Residences (Ireland) Bill, Churches and Chapels

(Ireland) Bill, Clergy (Ireland) Bill, and Sunday Fairs Preven-

tion Bill read a first time,

13th.—Australian Colonies Bill read a third time and passed.

14th.—London and Watford Spring Water Company Bill, and

Metropolitan Watenvorks Bill, thrown out on second reading.—
Agricultural Protection, Mr. Grantley Berkeley's motion nega-

tived.—Municipal Corporations (Ireland) Bill read a first time.

—Regulation of Deeds (Ireland) Bill reported,—Borough Court

of Record (Ireland) Bill, read a first time,

16th,—Mr. Wortley's Slarriage Bill, considered in Committee;
amendments by Sir F. Thesiger and Mr, Fox Maule nega-
tived.—Borough Bridges Bill read a first time.

17th.—Stamp Duties (No. 2) Bill read a first time.—Lord

Lieutenancy of Ireland Aliolition Bill read a first time,—Im-

provement 'of Laud Advances (Ireland) Bill, and Alterations in

Pleading Bill read a second time.—Sunday Fairs Prevention

Bill read a third time and passed.—Adjourned till Thursday
the 23rd.

23rd.—Committee of Supply on Naval Estimates.—Stamp
Duties (No. 2.) Bill, Exchequer Bills Bill, and Municipal Cor-

porations (Ireland) Bill, read a second time,

24th.—Swansea Dock Bill read a third time and passed.—Com-

mittee of Supply on Miscellaneous Estimates,—Registration of

Deeds (Ireland) Bill read a third time and passed.

27th.—The Chester and Holyhead Railway Bill was read a

third time.—The River Lea Trast Bill was read a second time.

—The House in Committee of Supply.—The Court of Chancery

(Ireland) Bill, and Petty Sessions (Ireland) Bill, read a second

time.—The Municipal Corporations (Ireland) Bill), and the

Vestries and Vestry Clerks Bill, passed through Committee.—

The Court of Prerogative (Ireland) Bill was read a second time.

There was a great Protectionist Demonstration in

London on the 7th. The Duke of Richmond and ten

other Peers, with upwards of fortj- Members of Parlia-

ment, a crowd of landed proprietors, and delegates ft-om

local Protectionist societies in the provinces, met m the

Cro\vn and Anchor Tavern, to
" consult on the present

alarmin"- position of agricvdture and other native

interests." The speakers, who were principally

farmers, gave expression to very violent feelings

against free trade. Mr. Booker declared himself ruined

by protection, but offered to subscribe 1000/. to secure

the retni-u of Protectionist candidates. Mr. Allnutt

affirmed that free trade had shaken the loyalty of

the fanners. A Mr. Chowler, a Nottinghamshire

fai-mor, dwelt on the spirit that was rising among the

fanners and labourers,
"
Hitherto," he said, "the

position we had held has been one of peace and quiet ;

we were not agitating men ; hut if labourers will con-

ercato—thov know the cause, and they do not blame

us-^is it likcfv that we shall mount our horses and come

fcn-ward to stop our labourers from what we all know to

be their just rights ? If they are industrious and steady,

they have theVisht to have the means of living com-

fin-tahly ;
and are we to mount our horses to stop them .

(Here several indi\-iduals present caUed out viUianUy

'No' No!"I won't,' &c.)"Mr.Cobdensays,
'continued

Mr, Chowler," if you attempt to reintroduce protection,

what he will do, and what will become of the landlords.
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But I say, that if the landlords stick to us we will stick

to them."" (At this, the whole assemblj' rose in a body
and cheered vehemently ;

Lord Stanhope's excitement

rose to the pitch of giving the speaker a slap on the back

in token of approbation.)—The next speaker, Mr. Ball,

was equally energetic ; alluding to an alleged observa-

tion of Mr. Cobden's at Leeds, that, if the landlords put
a single shilling of fixed duty on corn, he wovdd raise

such a tumult as would shake the kingdom to its centre,

Mr. Ball exclaimed—" The sooner the better ! No
worse can come." In the name of the tenantry of the

country, he declared they were prepared "to risk all,

to dare all. They would be prepared, in the hour of

the country's peril, to take those terrible steps, most

frightful to imagine, which necessity was driving them
to contemplate." Here, again, the assembly rose and

uttered tremendous cheers, at the close of which a gen-
tleman on the platform proposed three groans for Sir

Robert Peel " the arch enemy of the human species ;"

hut the meeting, with all its excitement, was not pie-

pared for this, and the call was not answered. Mr. Cal-

decott said that Lord John Russell was a public destroyer ;

and Mr. Higgins called on Government to redress their

wrongs—if not, they would "
fight for it." A good

deal more hot-bloode"d language was used and responded
to by loud acclamations. The Noble Chairman coun-

selled moderation ; and resolutions somewhat moderate

in tone were passed, and a deputation appointed to repre-
sent to the Prime Minister the state of thecountry.
On the nth this deputation, headed by Mr. G. F.

Young, the Chairman of the National Association for

the Protection of British Industry, had an interview

with Lord John Russell, who heard them and repUed to

them with great attention and courtesy, making them
aware at the same time that his mind was made up, and
that he did not think himself called on to advise Her

Majesty to dissolve the Parliament, or to take any other

step on the subject. Mr. Young made a sort of apology
for the strong language which had been used, and which
was not to be held as conveying the general sentiments

of the meeting. Lord John said, that on such occasions

great latitude of speech must be allowed, and that

though there had been language somewhat stronger
than necessary, the Duke of Richmond had gone as far

in censuring it, as he himself would have done.

NARRATIVE OP LAW AND CRIME.

Two juvenile offenders were brought before the
Middlesex Sessions on the 2.5th April ;

the one, Thomas
Smith, aged fourteen, and the other, James Cook, aged
ten. "They had stolen twelve wine glasses. The judge
said he had obtained the history of the j'ounger boy.
Cook, which would illustrate the operation of Summart/
Punishments. He found that though only ten years
old, he had, during the last twelvemonth, undergone
seven .sentences of imprisonment and six whijipings ; yet
here he was again. He had no homo, and no means of

subsistence. The Court could not, as the law at present
stood, send him to Parkhurst, where he would have
received an education which would have enabled him to

have earned his future livelihood ; and there was no
other course than to send him again to a common
prison. The sentence, therefore, was that each prisoner
should undergo imprisonment and hard labour for six

months.
On the 25th of April an application was made, in

the Queen's Bench, for a Criminal Information against
the Plymouth and Dcvonport Journal, for an alleged
libel against Miss Sellon, the superior of tlie Sisters of

Mercy, residing in Dcvonport. These ladies had pre-
sented a service of communion plate to the church of
Stoke Damerel ;

and the above newspaper had stated
that the plate would be paid for out of 14,000/. which
the Sisters of Mercy had received from 'the public.

They had complained to the proprietor, and he had
answered that if thej- assured him that the statement
was unfninded, he would immediately express his satis-

faction in his paper. Tliey conceived it necessarv, how-
ever, to ask the protection of the Court. The application
for a rule was granted ;

but the rule was subsequentlj'
discharged, by mutual consent, on payment of costs.

Atthe Mansion House on the 26th April, Maria Biscomb
was committed to prison for three months with hard
labour for olitaining five shillings from a gentleman by
the Feif/ned death of a Cliild. This woman was well
known as a notorious swindler, and had been continually
in prison. On one occasion she applied to a lady for

assistance, representing that she had a child lying dead,
and was unable to bury it. The lady visited her house,
and saw apparently the body of a child covered with a
cloth. She gave the prisoner 10«., but on going to a
window she heard a voice from beneath the cloth

exclaim,
"
Motlicr, how long am I to be dead ?

"

A case at the Thames Police Court on the same day
produced a startling disclosure of American Law respect-

ing Persons of Colour. A black man named Bowers
claimed a balance of wages from Captain Waddington,
master of the barque Mary Anne ; and the claim was
resisted on the ground that Captain Waddington had
paid 20/. for the man's keep while he remained in gaol
for two months at Charleston. It turned out that the

vessel, on arriving at Charleston, had been boarded by
the authorities, and Bowers taken out of her and lodged
in prison, where he was kept all the time she remained
in the harbour, simply because he was a man of colour.

By the law of the State of South Carolina, it seems, no
man of colour, not belonging to the State, is allowed to

be at large ;
and all coloured men who come into the

State are put in prison. Men found on board of vessels

are taken out of them and kept in prison till the vessel

sails ; the master being charged so much a day for their

support. The magistrate adjourned the case, and on
the 29th expressed his opinion that, as the Captain, who
was aware of the practice, had taken Bowers with him
without any stipulation as to deduction from his wages
in case of his being put in prison. Bowers was entitled

to his full wages ; and gave judgment accordingly. This

matter, it will be observed, was brought before the
House of Commons on the 29th of April.
The Court of Queen's Bench having, in the Gorham

Case, refused the Bishop of Exeter's application to

prohibit the Court of Arches from giving effect to the

decision of the Pri\')' Council, an application was made
on the 2nd instant by the Bishop to the court of Common
Pleas to grant a rule similar to that which the Court of

Queen's Bench had refused. The Court gave judgment
on the 27th. It was similar to the previous judgment
of the Queen's Bench

; deciding that the appeal from
the Court of Arches was to the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council, and therefore refusing the application
of the Bishop of Exeter
An instance of the Punish/neni of Crime in the

Act of its Perpetration occurred at Hove, near

Brighton, on the 27th of April. On the previous day, a

man entered the Ship Inn, ordered some refreshment,
and engaged a bed for the night. Early next morning
he was found lying in the street, under the inn windows,
bleeding and insensible ; and died in a few hoiu's, n>ever

having spoken. A bundle filled with the landlord's

bedding was lying by his side, and it appeared that he
had fallen while endeavouring to escape with his booty.
An inquest was held on his body, but nothing was
known of his name or residence.

A well-dressed man, named Charles Stanley, was

charged at Bow Street on the 29th April with defrauding
Heniy Louton of 10/. The complainant had answered
Advertisements "for a Clerk and Messenger," and had

consequently met Mr. Stanley, who took him into

his employment under a written agreement, and

required him to deposit 10/. in his hands as a security.
The complainant soon found he had no real duties to

perform, and that he could neitlier get the stipulated

salary, nor restitution of his 10/. The magistrate said

he could do nothing in such a case, the only recourse

was to a County court. Such scandalous frauds were

constantly committed, and it ^\as impossible for the law
to protect people who would not take the slightest pains
to protect themselves by a little previous inquiry. The
prisoner was consequently discharged amid the exe-

crations of the people present. It was stated that a

young man was in the Court who, dujied by one of these

advertisements, had come Avitli his wife and children

from a distant part of the country, had exhausted his

entire means by paying his travelling expenses and
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the deposit exacted from him, and was now quite
destitute.

Charles Joplin^f was charged at the Marylcboue police

court, on the 30th of April, with having Administered

Chloroform to Mary Ann Elton, with a criminal intent.

Jopling was the girl's sxiitor, and on the previous

evening she accompanied him to a singing-room at a

public house near the Regent's Park, her brother-in-law

being of the party. They walked homewards together,

and, the brother having "left them, he led her down a

yard, and after attempting to take liberties with her,

poured the contents of a phial on his handkerchief,
which he applied to her nose and mouth. She called

out, and gave him in charge to a policeman who came

up. The prisoner was remanded upon bail, to attbrd

time for further inquii-y. On the 7th, the case was

proceeded with, when, to the surprise of all present, a

certificate was produced of the marriage of the com-

plainant and the girl that morning at the church of

St. Mary-le-Strand. Some of the girl's relatives came
forward and alleged that she had been entrapped into

this marriage, and she was closely questioned by the

magistrate.

"

But she steadily persisted in saying that it

was with her free will, and added, looking lovingly at

her bridegroom, "Oh, I am quite sure he will use me
well, and that we shall be happy and comfortable." It

was stiU insisted, however, that the marriage was a

conspiracy to defeat the ends of justice ;
and the prisoner

was again remanded for a week.
A young girl, named Catherine Morris, the daughter

of a farmer at Clapham, threw herself into one of the

basins in Trafalgar Square, on the night of the 30th of

April ;
a passer-by saw the act, and managed to get her

out when life was almost gone. The young woman was
foxmd to be Insanefrom Religious Fanaticism; she said

she had been baptizing herself in the pool.
A case of Heartless Seduction came before the sheriff's

court, on the 2nd of May. Joseph Payne, a tradesman
at Bedford, was left a widower with seven children, the

eldest of whom was Emma, a girl of sixteen, on whom
the care of his family devolved. Another tradesman of

the town, Samuel Plowman, paid his addresses to the

girl, and visited her with her father's sanction, professing
the most honourable intentions. This continued for

nearly two years, till the father discovered that Plowman
had effected his daughter's ruin, and in December last

she gave birth to a child. For some time the seducer

promised to repair the injury by marriage ; but, as he
evaded fulfilment, the father urged him to keep his

word, and received in answer the following letter :

"
January 29, 1850.

" Sir—In answer to your request of last night, conceniing
either from me, or trying other means, I suppose by that you
mean to bring it into court If you have any regard for your
daughter, you would not think of such an exposure. As it

regards marrying, I decidedly shall not, and for this reason, I

am too fond of a single life ever to think of such a thing.
Without any further trouble on your part or mine, I propose to

pay two-and-sixpence a week for the child.
" I am, Sir, yours,

" Samuel Plowman.
" P. S.—An answer to-morrow, in writing, will oblige.
" To Mr. Payne."

The Jury gave the plaintiif 60/. damages, for the loss

of his daughter's services.

In the Insolvent Court, on the 3rd, Josiah Wilson,
the son of a farmer near Leeds, defended himself by
means of Defamation. He was opposed by a young
woman named Jane Dunn, who complained that alter

he had long paid his addresses to her, she had lent him
27/., and that instead of fulfilling his engagement, he
liad married a new love in London. He denied the

loan, and brought forward gross charges against the

young woman's character, asserted that he had for

years had an illicit connexion with her, and that she

had roblicd him of money at different times. The debt

however was proved, and as he had no evidence in

support of his imputations against the girl, .the court

refused his application for protection.
A case was decided in the Court of Exchequer, on the

3rd, involving an important question, as to the Responsi-

bility of Railway Companies for the acts of their

sonants. Mr. Gay, a city merchant, took a third-class

ticket at the Romford station of the Eastern Counties

Railway, for London. All the third-class carriages were

full, and, as the train was starting, he was desired to get
into a second-class carriage. At Shoreditch he was

stopped, charged with riding in a second-class carriage
with a third-class ticket, carried to the Worship Street

police office, and placed at the bar
;
but the magistrate

said that the proper course would have been to obtain a

summons against him, and he was discharged. He was
never summoned, and brought an action of trespass
UTid false imprisonment against the Company. The
defence was, that the superintendent at Shoreditch had
no authority to act as he had acted, and the Company
were not responsible. The Jury intimated their inten-

tion to find for the plaintiff. Baron Alderson interposed
witli some warmth, "Do you wish," he said to the juiy,
" that we should exchange functions—that you decide

the law and I the facts ? Tlie law is clear. The Com-

pany are not to be responsible for their servant's acts,

because they continue him in their ser^^ce, unless those

acts are authorised Ijy them." The jury, after some

hesitation, returned a verdict for the defendants, the

plaintiff''s cotmsel tendering a bill of exceptions, for a

new trial.

Mr. Pulszky, a Hungarian gentleman residing in this

country, applied to the Court of Queen's Bench on tlie

6th, for a criminal information against Mr. Murray, the

publisher of the Quarterly Review, for libel. An article

of that Journal had spoken of the Hungarian agents
who had made common cause with the rebels and out-

casts fi-om Germany, France, and Poland, and accused

them as participators in the Vienna rebellion, and in

the murder of Count Latour, charging them with having
scattered money among desperate men, and drowned
their sense of humanity in intoxicating liquors ;

and it

then went on to say, that among these guilty parties
were those who were now members of clubs in this

country, were received at the houses of our noblemen,

nay of our Clabinet ministers, and whose names were
blazoned in the daily papers as their guests Mr. Pulszky
swore that he believed this libel to be directed against

him, because he was a member of the Reform Club, and
had visited at the houses of British noblemen, especially
at the residence of Lord Lansdowne, and had had his

name published in the papers as one of his lordship's

guests. He showed that he had left Vienna before

Count Latour's death, and denied any participation,

directly or indirectly, in that nobleman's murder. The
Court were of opinion that a sufficient case for inter-

ference had not been made out. They had not the

smallest doubt of Mr. Pulszky's innocence and honour,
and were satisfied that there was nothing in the article

in question to point at him or do any injury to his charac-

ter. On that ground alone they refused the application.
On the 6th, the Electric Telegraph Compauy applied

to the Queen's Bench for a Criminal Information against
Messrs. Wilmer and Smith, news-agents in Liverpool,
for publishing a letter accusing the Company of Favour-
itism in the Tra7ismissio7i of Netcs, atid for using news
for their own purposes. The defendants contended that

by Act of Parliament the Company is precluded from

using on its account the intelligence it transmits ; and

that, nevertheless, the Company had assumed the func-

tions of regular news-agents. The Court refused the

application^ abstaining Irom any statement of reasons,
as a civil action is pending between the parties.

Charlccote Lucy, near Stratford-upon-Avon, cele-

brated as the scat of Shakspeare's Justice Shallow, was
Broken into and Robbed on the night of the 6th. The

property stolen consisted chiefiy of articles of jewellery;
a ring presented l)y Henry VIII. to his treasurer ;

a

miniature of the celebrated Sir Thomas Lucy, of

Shakspeare's day ; a great number of gold coins and

other property, to tlie value of several lumdrcd pounds.
!
One of the burglars was taken in Birmingham at his

lodgings, and a great portion of the property was found

upon him.
Two little children, whose heads scarcely reached the

top of the dock, were charged at Bow Street on the 7th

with Stealinr/ a Loaf o\it of a baker's shop. They said,

in defence, that they were starving, and their appear-
ance showed that they spoke the truth. They were
sentenced to be whipped in the House of Correction.

John and Ellen Griffin, who appeared to be mendi-
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cants, were tried at the Central Criminal Cuurt on the

7th instant, charged with receiving goods stolen hy a

young girl named Emma Evor. The case showed the

way in which children are Regularlij Trained to Crime.

The girl, who was about fifteen, had run away from her

fiithcr, a decent tradesman, and fallen into the hands of

the Griffins, who pronused to show her how to get a

living, and took her home with them. She used to be

sent out and directed by the woman to steal tea, sugar,

bacon, meat,
—whatever she could lay her hands on.

She never got more than a halfpenny for what she

brought home ;
if she brought nothing, she had no

money nor anj'thing to e.at, and was obliged to go and

pick up refuse in
"

Spitalfields market to satisfy her

hunger. At length she was found by her father, who
took her home. The evidence was found insvifficient to

convict the husband, but the woman was sentenced to a

year's imprisonment with hard labour.

An Advocatefor Floggim/ delivered himself strongly
from the bench 'at the Middlesex Sessions, on the 7th.

G. Smith, a boy of twelve years old, was convicted of

stealing seventeen and sixpence. His i-ight arm was in

spUnts^ having been lately broken. He was of a respecta-
ble family, and a gentleman named Sharp promised to

get him sent to sea at the cxpii-ation of whatever

sentence the Court might pronounce, as he had been at

sea already. One of the magistrates could not see tlie

use of packing thieves off to sea, and thought the

prisoner ought to have a "
downright good flogging

"
in

prison.
"
But," said the judge,

"
consider, he has got a

broken arm." "Oh!" rejomed his colleague, "1
wouldn't mind if he had two broken arms, or a

broken head, for the matter of that. He decidedly

ought to be flogged." The learned judge, however,

thought differently, and sentenced the boy to a month's

imprisonment, directing him to be then given up to

Mr. Sharp.
The '•

Agapemone
" has again come under pubUc

notice. This, it.'vWU be remembered, is an estabUshment

near Bridgewater, in which a number of persons reside

together, with community of goods, and professing

peculiar opinions. The founder, Mr. Prince, formerly
in deacon's orders, ha^^ng married a J'oung lady of

fortune, named Nottidge, and effected marriages between
three of his disciples and her three sisters, brought the

four ladies and their substance into tho community.
Considerable noise was made by certain proceedings at

the instances of Mr. Prince's relatives, to establish her

insanity, in which they failed. Her sister, who became
the wife of a Mr. Thomas, not liking the way of life at

tlie Agapemone, tried in vain to induce her husband and
sisters to leave it ; the consequence of which was that

she was expelled the Society, and put away by her hvis-

band, when about to give birth to a child. She has

since resided \\'ith her relatives ; and her next of kin has

applied to the Vice-Chancellor to appoint a guardian to

the infant, now four years old, on the ground of its

father's moral unfitness for its custody and education.

The case was heard on the 7th and 8th, when, after the

reading of affidavits and counter-affidavits, Mr. Thomas
defended himself in person. The following description
of life in the Agapemone was contained in the evidence

of the Rev. Mr. Price, the husband of one of the sisters :

" I married Harriet, Mr. Thomas married Agnes, and
Mr. Cobbe married Clara. We were all married on the

same day at Swansea. I and my wife dwell at the

Agapemone, and Mr. and Mrs. Cobbe also. There are

fifty or sixty living in the hovise. We have horses and

carriages, and live in good style. 1 consider that all we
do is to the glory of God. I consider that we glorify
God when we eat and drink. Every one does as he

pleases on the Sunday. Wc make no difference between
that day and any other day. All play at hookey, males
as well as females." Mr. Thomas vehemently denied
the charges of irreligion and immorality, declaring that
" our life is a pure and holy life, and the Agapemone a

work of God, holy and rehgious." The Vice-ChanceUor
reserved his judgment. On the 2.3rd, after commenting
in the severest language on the conduct of Thomas and
his associates, his Honour ordered that the chikl shall

remain in the care of his mother and maternal grand-
mother, and that the father and his agents shall be
restrained from interference.

Alexander Moir, a baker, was tried at the Central
Criminal Court, on the 8th, for Murdering his Wife.
The man, though holding a decent station in life,

was in the constant habit of beating and kicking the
deceased. It was proved that he had threatened to

murder her
; he repeatedly said that he would not

" murder her outright," but would "
kill her by inches,"

so that the law should not be able to touch him,
" he

would cheat the devil and the government." He
accused his wife of being a drunkard, and it appeared
that she was somewhat addicted to liquor, though the

surgeon who examined the body said that the appearance
of the viscera contradicted the assertion of habitual

drxxnkcnness. The jury found a verdict of manslaughter,
adding their opinion that it was of the most aggravated
kind. The judge eoncui-rcd, and passed sentence of

transportation for life.

An interesting case occun'cd at the Worship Street

police office, on the 8th. Three sunburnt, modest-look-

ing young country girls, whose clothes were drenched
with rain, presented themselves before the magistrate
to tell their story and ask his aid. They were natives

of Wisbeaeh in Cambridgeshire, and being orphans, had
been sheltered for a considerable time in the Union
Worldiouse of that place. Anxious to get employment,
and having heard of emigration and other benevolent

establishments in London, they left the workhouse to go
to London, without a farthing in their pocket or any
knowledge of the road. In foiir days they walked the

distance, nearly a hundred miles, and at length found
themselves in the parish of Hackney, where they were

lodged in the union for that night. During the whole
of the last day's joui-ney they had not tasted a morsel of

food, and on being turned out that morning from the

Hackney Union had wandered into Shoreditch, where

they applied to one of the parish officers, who, on

hearing their story, advised them to submit their case to

the magistrate, who might be able to afford them some
assistance. The magistrate expressed much compassion
for the poor girls, and said he should inquire what could

be done for them, and have them taken care of in the

mean time.

Another case of swindling by means of a Mock Agency
Office for providing young men with situations, occurred

at Bow Street on the 10th, when Sidney Robert Sparks
was charged with defrauding a young man, named Levy,
of 50?. 'The prosecutor, a country lad, was brought to

to\vii by an advertisement in the xisual style, and intro-

duced to a confederate, who pretended to receive him
into his employment, and took from him 50?. by way of

security. He soon found that he neither got employ-

ment, nor coxild he recover his money. The landlord of

the office which the prisoner had occupied, said that

young men congregated there daUy, bewaihng the loss

of their money, "and exclaiming against the way in which

they had been deceived. The magistrate said that there

were daily complaints made to him of such proceedings,
and remanded the prisoner for further inquii-y, refusing
to take bail.

AValter Watts, late lessee of the Olympic Theatre, was

tried at the Central Criminal Court on the 10th, on the

charge of Stealing a Cheque fur UOOl. from the Globe

Insurance Company in whose emplojincnt he was. He
was found guilty, on one of the counts of the indictment,

of
"
stealing a "piece of paper ;

" but the point of law

was reserved, whether this is sufficient to constitute a

criminal charge.
A barrister, named Kenealy, was tried at the Central

Criminal Court on the 11th, on the charge of having
committed an Aggravated Assaidt on a Child of Six

Years, his natural" son. The child was found, one day
in February last, crying in the street, and taken to a

police station, where it was found he had been cruelly

beaten ;
his back, legs, and neck being covered with

stripes and bruises. The child was afterwards taken to

the West London Union, at whose instance this prose-

cution was brought. The defence was that the blows

were given by way of parental eastigation, and that the

father had really been very kind to the child, and careful

of his education
; which, indeed, was proved to have been

the case. Lord Campbell was of opinion that no serious

stain could attach to Mr. Kenealy's character.
_

With

respect to corporeal punishment, he was rather inclined
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to agree with Dr. Johnson, that if yon abolish it, "what
you gain at one end you will lose at the other." Mr.

Kcuealy appeared to have had a tender afloction for the

child, and to have treated him with the utmost care,
but it was for the Jury to decide whetlier the chastise-

ment liad been excessive. The Jury found Kenealy
guilty of a common assault.

On the same day, Louisa Hartley was tried for

attempting to Poison her Father. The circumstances of
this case were mentioned in our last number. The
proof rested almost wholly on the evidence of the father,

who, it appeared, had treated his daughter so ill, and
e\inced so much malice towards her, tliat hi,'? testimony
was not considered worthy of credit, and the girl ^\ as

acquitted. It was stated that she would be taken
under the care of the Ladies' Committee of the gaol,
and that some measures would be taken for her future
welfare.

Caitileifs Divorce Bill came before the House of
Lords on the 10th and 1.3th. Lieut.-Col. Cautley, of
the East India Company's Service, in the year 1838
married at Calcutta a young lady named Frances Bacon.
In 1843, in consequence of the ill health of their child,
Mrs. Cautley came to England, and was kindly received

by her husband's family. In the end of 18-1.5 Col.

Cautley returned from India, and they lived together
till Jime, 18-16, when, having heard suspicious accounts
of his wife's manner of life in his absence, he made
inquiries, which confirmed his suspicions, and, brealdng
open her writing-desk, he found letters from a INIajor

Cooper, which indicated a guilty connexion between
them. Other circumstances transpired, and Col. Cautley
obtained a divorce in the Ecclesiastical Court, and
damages of 1000^. against Major Cooper. Col. Cautley
then returned to India, where he stiU remains. On the

days above mentioned a great deal of evidence was
taken

; and, their lordships considering the case to be

proved, the Bill was read a second time and ordered to
be committed.
The nuisance oi Penny Thea/res recci\-cd a check at

the Lambeth Police Court on the 14th. Several men
and women were charged with performing at an un-
licensed theatre

;
and a dozen others of the lowest grade,

and some of them well-known thieves, were charged
with being a portion of the audience. A police constable
described a visit to the theatre. Accompanied by a

friend, he want to the door, and each having paid his

penny, they entered the place allotted to thv audience,
and saw the prisoners on the stage. They were dressed
in character, and were performing in some play.

During the performance, he saw one of the prisoners
pick the pockets of three of the performers, and on each
occasion he was cheered by the audience. Mr. Maud,
addressing Captain Stiles, said, he was out of collar and
wanted .500/., upon which the Captain replied that he
had no money to give him. Maud then said,

" Then
you must come and do a job with me to-night ;" to which
Captain Stiles replied," Very well, I '11 go with you, but
it shall be the last time

;
we have committed many

crimes together, but this shall be the last." The actors
then arranged to commit a burglary and were preparing
a scaling-ladder on the stage to enter a house, when the

jjolice rushed on the stage and secured the prisoners.
The actors were sentenced to a penalty of 20s. each or
fourteen days' imprisonment ;

and the audience portion
of the prisoners were discharged with a severe caution.

Immediately afterwards, several persons apprehended
as performers and audience at another place of a similar

description, but where the admission was only a half-

pennj-, were dealt with in the same manner.
On Tuesday the 14th, Henri Joseph Stcphan, a

hornplayer in the orchestra of Her Majesty's Theatre,
Plunged from the top of the Duke of York's column,
and was killed on the spot. No special cause was
a.ssignod for tlie act, but it appeared that for some days
preceding he had been gloomy and unsettled in his

mind. At the inquest a verdict of "Temporary In-

sanity
" was returned, the jury recommending that a

railing should be placed round the top of the column.
This has since been commenced.
Another Savings Bank Defalcation has transpired,

showing the loose way in which these establishments
have been managed. The Market Wcighton Bank, a

branch of the Hull Bank, lias been managed for fourteen

years by ]\Ir. Jeremiah Iioantrce, a draper in the place,
an influential member of the Wesleyan Society, and a

person whose character was beyond suspicion. The
Hull Bank having resolved to investigate the affairs of
its branches, sent a deputation to Market Weighton for

that purpose on the 10th inst. Mr. Roantree requested
them to defer the inquirj' till the following week, which
they declined

; and he then admitted that ovit of 8000/.
which has passed through his hands, there is a deficit of
no less than 1900/. It appears from the books, that a

system of entering fictitious names and abstracting sums
of money has been cai-ried on from the commencement
of Roantree's connexion with the branch. Different

sums, varying from 1/. to 8.5/., had been abstracted at
one time. It seems, also, that he had the entire manage-
ment, and generally sat alone. He used occasionally to
call in an old director, upwards of seventy years of age,
and has admitted that he was afi-aid of calling in others
lest the error should be detected. He had also appointed
parties to be directors, and never intimated the fact to

them. In addition to the defalcation at the Bank, his

Liabilities are said to be nearly 3000/.

In the bankruptcy of Martin Luther Pritchard, the

Court, on the loth, gave judgment, allowing the bank-

rupt's accounts to pass. The bankrupt was deputy-
chairman of the South-Eastei-n Railway Companj-. He
had been clerk to Mr. Forsyth, a Liverpool share-broker,
who took him into partnership in 1839. In 18-14, For-

sjiih retired, and Pritchard, having taken Dale, his

clerk, into partnership, carried ou business till the

bauki-uptej- in 1849. The transactions of these ten years
were very extensive and complicated ;

but it appeared from
his statements, that during some period previous to his

banki'uptcy, the profits of his business had been above
7000/. a-year. The Covirt expressed no opinion as to his

conduct as a trader, reserving that point for the question
of the certificate.

Between one and two in the morning of the 16th, the
house of Mr. Richbell, at Wickham St. Paul's, in

Essex, was Broken into hi/ TA/cfje*, who forced open the
front door, and th<- door of the parlour where Mrs.

Richbell, who is infirm, was sleeping. One man broke

open a bureau, while another endeavoured to stifle Mrs.
RichbeU's cries by holding his hand on her mouth. A
servant girl who slept at the back of the house jumped
out of the window, ran to a neighbouring cottage for

help, and brought with her a labourer armed with a

poker. Mr. Richbell, who slept up stairs, got up at the
same time, and the robbers, finding themselves tlis-

covered, made oft' after a short scuffle, and escaped.
The window from which the courageous girl jumped is

more than twelve feet from the ground.
The case of Edward Thomas Dcl-ajield, lately lessee

of the Royal Italian Opera, was again before the Bank-

ruptcy Court on the 21st, when Mr. Lawrance was heard
in opposition to his ajiplication for a certificate, and
Mr. Cooke in support of it. The Commissioner deferred

giving judgment. This case has been frequently before

the pubhc^ Mr. Delafield entered ujion the manage-
ment of the opera with a fortune of 90,000/. ; and it

appears that at present the amount of his debts is

nearly 40,000/., and of his assets, 1096/.

William and Mark Ilutchins, and William Marsh, three

boys of fi-om 11 to 13 years old, the victims of Infamous
Parents, were charged on the 21st, at Guildhall, with

picking a boy's pocket. They said that they had been
driven by necessity to commit the crime—their parents

having turned them out of doors, to get their o^m living
as they best could. It was ascertained by inquiries
that they had obtained a lodging for the night previous
to being taken into custody, for which they agreed to

pay id. The mother of Hutchins proceeded to the

lodgings, and took tlie 4d. as well as the small stock of

congrcvc matclics by which the poor boys had hitherto

obtained a liWng, since which they had slept under
barrows and carts in Smithfield, and had been for days
without tasting food, uutU they could no longer bear the

pangs of hunger, and, as a last resource, committed the

theft to obtain bread. They said they could maintain

themselves by selling congreves, if their parents would
not seize upon their stock and proceeds. Alderman
Gibbs then directed the officer to take them to the East
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London Union, and to request the relieving officer to
take them in, and take care of them.
On the 22nd, Mr. and Mrs. Borcham, described as a"
resiiectable

"
farmer and his wife, were tried at the

Chelmsford Sessions for inhuman Cruelty to a Work-
house Child, 10 years old, in their service. One night
the farmer and his wife came home drunk. The child,
worn out with fatigue, had lain down on a bed and
f;iUen asleep, leaving the candle burning. The woman
made her strip herself naked, when they both beat her
so cruelly that her whole body was one mass of bruises
and wounds, and so great was the injury that for
several days her life was despaired of. The chairman,
on the part of the magistrates present, expressed
their horror and detestation of the cruelty to which
this helpless child had been subjected, and fined the
prisoners 5/.

S. Beamish was charged at the Marlborough Police
Court on the 22nd with attempting to defraud the pub-
lic by a Be<iging Petition. About two months ago he
called at the house of Mr. Frankum, in Burlington-
gardens, and introduced himself as a physician." He
made himself quite at home, exanuning the ornaments
on the mantel-piece, and making comments on them
He represented himself to be a great traveller

; talked
of his reminiscences of Rome, Naples, and other places
in Italy. Mr. Frankum at length ^ot tired of his visit,
and pressed him as to the purport of it, when he told
him he was in great distress and wanted some ready
money, and in fact he was so much reduced, that half-a"-
crown would be a God-send. Mr. Frankum, suspect-
ing him to be an impostor, sent for a constable and gave
him in charge. The prisoner had previously given him
a paper containing the names of Dr. Moore and other
medical gentlemen, who, the prisoner stated, had
relieved him with money. This paper the pri.soner
tried to burn, but was prevented. There were about
twenty other gentlemen in the court who had been
duped by the prisoner. The superintendent of the Dover
police produced a warrant for the apprehension of the
prisoner, who had absconded fi-om his bail, having been
charged at Dover with defrauding various persons there ;

and the magistrate gave him in charge to that officer,
to be conveyed to Dover.
Mr. Robert Lindsay Mauleverer, a magistrate in the

county of Londonderry, and an agent over extensive
estates in the North of Ireland, ims Murdered on the
23rd. He was travelling on an outside car to meet the
train on the Dundalk and Enniskillen railway, when he
was shot through the head and killed on the spot. He
had been engaged of late in ser^^ng ejectment notices
on a very extensive scale. Two persons have been
arrested on suspicion.
In a Fatal Phrenzy occasioned by lore, a young man

named Cooper destroyed himself on tlie 2oth. At the
Inquest, which was held on his body, the chief witness
was a young woman named Strakcr," with whom he was
violently in love, but who was unable to return his

passion. She said that his attentions had been more
violent than agreeable, particularly during the last four-
teen weeks, and on one occasion she was" so much per-
secuted by him that she threatened to apply to a
magistrate. On Saturday the 25th, Cooper called at her
house, and when she opened the door he held a pistol
at her, and said he would blow her brains out. She ran
instantly up stairs, and called the landlord of the house.
They afterwards heard the report of a pistol, and dis-
covered the deceased lying in the parlour a corpse. The
upi)cr part of his head appeared to be blown to pieces,
and a pistol was lying by his side. The police were
called in, and the following letter, addressed to his
ftithcr, in the handwriting of the deceased, was found in
liis pocket :—" Dear Father—When you receive this I
shall be no more, for I have made up mv mind to live
no longer without Miss Straker. Her shadow is always
following me, and my thoughts are constantly with
her." The jury agreed to a verdict of "

Temporary
Insanity."
Charles and C. Machin, charged at Guildhall with

olrtaining various sums of money and a large number
of law-books, from solicitors and' other ])ersons. Under
False Pr::teiices, were, on the 27th, fully committed to

Newgate for trial.

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT AND
DISASTER.

Much interest has been excited by the arrival at Liver-
pool of a large body of Shipwrecked Emigrants. They
were poor people irom the neighbourhood of Galway,
who had sailed from that port in an emigrant ship,
which foundered at sea in the middle of the Atlantic,
but the passengers and crew were saved by Captain
Purdy of the Infanta, of New York, who took them on
board his vessel and brought them to Liverpool. Their
ship had been struck by a heavy sea in a gale, on the
30th of ]March, and thrown on her beam ends, but the

captain contrived to keep lier afloat till the 15th of April,
when she fell in with the American vessel. Two of the

passengers died of injuries received when the ship
was struck, and the people suffered inexpressible hard-

ship, till they were rescued, when the ship was almost

sinking. Several vessels passed near them, but paid no
attention to their signals of distress. On the 26th of

April, Captain Thomas, the master of the emigrant ship,
applied at the Liverpool police court for relief to the
destitute people, the greater number of whom were
helpless women and childi'en

;
and it was promptly

afforded.

The Wyndham club-house in St. James' Square,
Narrotrly escaped Destruction by fire, on the night of the
10th. The fire broke out in the "strangers' room,"
a magnificent apartment, and the pictures and costly
furniture were destroyed before the flames could be got
under.
Mr. John Thomas, a druggist at Menai Bridge, was

Killed by an Explosion, on the 25th of April, while

making detonating powder. A piece of the mortar, in

which he had been mixing the ingredients, penetrated
the great artery of the thigh, causing almost instant
death.

The Lostnithiel Powder-icorks, near Liskeard, explo-
dedon the 26th of April. There were in store three or four
tons of gunpowder, which went oft' in three difl'erent

explosions. The premises were blown to pieces, and the
bodies of the two watchers, Pengelly and Truscott,

shockingly mutilated. Cottages, a quarter of a mile

distant, were unroofed and the walls damaged.
A Mysterious Death took place at Clapham on Sunday

the 28th of April. Mr. Maddle, a gentleman residing
in Claremont place, went to church in the morning,
leaving his housekecepr, Sarah Snelliug, an elderly

woman, alone in the house, desiring her as usual to lock

the doors and gates. On his return he could not obtain

admittance by ringing, but found the back garden gate
unfastened, and discovered the housekeeper lying dead
on the floor of the kitchen, with her head resting on a

piece of carpeting, one foot without a shoe, and a coil of

rope lying by her. The body presented no sign of vio-

lence. The house had been robbed, drawers and boxes
forced open, and a number of articles carried off. The
Coroner's inquest threw no light upon the affair. The
examination of the body discovered no injury, either

external or internal, to which death could bo aseribed.

Some suspicious-looking persons were observed in the

neighbourhood of the house, but the police have been
unalile to tiace them. It was supposed that the woman
might have died from chloroform administered by the

housebreakers ; but, as the body exhibited no signs of

the action of that drug, it seems more probable that she

died from the eflect of sudden terror.

One of the diminutive African savages, called Bosje-
7na.ns, now exhibiting in the provinces, terrified the

people assembled to see them in the Town Hall at Devizes
on the 2nd of May, by a sudden outbreak of ferocity.

Taking oflenee at some imaginary affront, he discharged
an arrow at the head of the ott'ender, whicli pierced his

hat. He then sprang among the company with a terrific

yell, and his companions were preparing to follow, when
the keepers rushed forward and secured them, amid the

screams of the women and a scene of general consterna-

tion. They had once before made a similar exliibition

of fierceness.

Ttco Railway Accidents took place on the 6th. On
the Durham branch of the York, Newcastle, and Ber-
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wick Railway, the passenger-train ran into the higgage-
traiu with a iuarful cra-sh, and every person in the train

was more or k-ss injured.
—-A labourer on the Midland

Railway, at work near the Loughborough station, was
knocked down by a train which came up before he
could get out of its way, and so much hurt that he died
in a few hours.
A Dreadful Loss of Life took place on Lake Erie on

the 6th instant. The " Commerce "
steamer, having on

board a part of the '2ord Fusileer.s, on her way from
Montreal to London, Canada West, was run into by the

American steamer "
Dispatch," and sunk. Assistant

Surgeon Douglas Grantham, four non-commissioned

officers, twenty privates, eight soldiers' wives, and four

children, perished.
Mr. W. Johnstone, the scene-painter ofthe Haymarket

Theatre, Died Stiddenhj on the 8th. He was walking
home from the theatre after the first persormance of

Mr. Jerrold's new play (the scenery of which was his

last work) in company with Mr. Stirling Coyne, when,
passing through Chandos-street, he fell in a fit, and
almost immediately expired.

Captain Henry Whittingham was Bun Over by a

Timber-Waggon on the 20th, after having escaped the

varied dangers of the deep for nearly half a century.
He had been fVir many years in the service of the General
Steam Navigation Company, and previously Commander
of the Sir William Carter, a cutter, belonging to tlie

late Mr. Rothschild, and used for the conveyance of

specie to and from the continent. Captain Whittingham
was passing Thornton-street, Bermondsey, when he fell

under the hind-wheel of a heavily laden timber-waggon,
and before the horses could be stopped, the wheel rested
on his breast.
A fatal Experiment in Aerostation was made on Fridaj-

evening, the 24th. A monster balloon, fifty feet long,

twenty-two in diameter, and capable of containing
15,000 cubic feet of gas, ascended from the Phoenix Gas-

works, under the direction of Mr. Monro, the super-
intendent, and descended safely in the parish of High
Laver, Essex

;
but a poor labourer, named Frederick

Clark, while assisting to secure the balloon in its descent,
was so dreadfully injured by the grapnel, that he died
a few hours afterwards.
A Soldier teas Rolled to Death on the 27th, at Ports-

mouth. A party belonging to the 28th Regt., while

doing fatigue-duty on Southsca Common, were

returning to quarters, drawing after them a vciy large
iron roller, charged with iron shot, when, in descending
the road to the centre of the glacis at a rapid pace to

escape the rain which was falling, one of the men fell.

In an instant, the ponderous machine passed over him,
and his head and body were so fearfully crushed, that
instantaneous death resulted.

SOCIAL, SANITARY, AND MUNICIPAL
PROGRESS.

An improvement in the sanitary condition of the

country is shown by the Quarterly Returns of the Regis-
trar General, which appeared at the beginning of this

month, in the several divisions and counties. They
comprise the births and deaths in the winter quarter
ending 31st March last; and the mai-riages in the
autumn quarter, ending 31st Dec, 1849. The marriages
have been progressively increasing in the years 1847,

1848, and 1849. In the autumn quarter of 1849 they
were 43,032 ; higher than in any autumn quarter since

1845. In the whole year 1849 they were 141,599.

During the same period, the number of deaths has
declined. The deaths in the first quarter of 1850 were
less, by 21,065, than in the first quarter of 1847, and less

by 21,414 than in the first quarter of 1848. In 1849 the
deaths were 98,607, the births were 144,602. The
decrease in the number of deaths is ascribed to varioxis

causes
;

to the comparatively healthy weather during
the months of January, February, and IMarch, and to
the abundance of food. The high prices of 1847, when
wheat was 70s. a quarter, induced farmers to extend the
breadth of land in culture in 1848, esi)eeially in Ireland.

Indeed, all over Europe the breadth of land under pota-

toes, wheat, and other cereals, in that year, was sufficient

to yield, on average crops, enough of food to supply the
markets. The crops were generally above an average.
Cholera was fatal only in a very few cases during the

quarter. "The annual rate of mortality in the first

quarters of the eleven years 1840-50, was 2.754 per cent,
in the districts comprising the chief towns, and 2.222 per
cent, in the districts ofsmall towns and country parishes.
In 1850 the mortality in the first class of districts fell to

2.401 per cent, and in the second class to 2.067 per cent.
In the most favourable winter quarter which has been
experienced since 1840, the mortality of the inhabitants
of towns exceeds the mortality of the rest of the country
by 16 per cent." These facts show how much remains
to be done, to improve the health of towns. In regard
to the increase of population in England, the return
states that the 144,602 births in 1849 exceeded the

98,607 deaths, by 45,995. 46,423 emigrants left the

ports of the United Kingdom, at which there are govern-
ment emigration offices

;
of these, 40,927 left the English

ports, but probably great numbers were of Irish
extraction.

The Utility ofBagged Schools has been fully developed
at their several anniversary festivals this month. The
eighth annual meeting of the supporters of the Field
Lane Ragged School took place on the 1st inst. The
Report, read by the Seeretai-y, stated that 320 children
had been received into tlie school during the last twelve-
months

;
that the girls were well iusti-ucted in knitting

and needlework, and that the boys would shortly be
able to furnish shoes to the school at the cost price of
the material. A collection was made, which, with some
donations, amounted to 40^.

The sixth annual meeting of the Ragged School Union
was held in Exeter Hall on the 14th, Lord Ashley in

the chair. The Committee's Report contained many
facts illustrative of the good done by the establishment of

Ragged Schools, the number of which throughout the

country, as well as in the metropolis, is rapidly increasing.
The number added to the list during the year is 14.

The schools now consist of 94 in all. The number of

voluntary teachers was 1350
;

the children, on Aveek

days, 5174; week evenings, 5093; Sunday evenings,
10,366. The number of paid teachers is now 166. The
scholars in the industrial classes are now about 1200.
The subscriptions, which last year were 338/., now
amount to 520/.

;
the donations, not including the fund

raised for emigration, and a legacy of 1000/. left by the
late James Grant, Esq., amoimt to 1,631/.
The annual meeting of the Domestic Servants' Benevo-

lent Institution was lield on the 1st. The report of the
C(mimittee stated that there were upwards of 4000
subscribers belonging to the class of domestic servants,
and that they possessed a permanent fund of 4200/.
The total receipts of the last year were 1609/. 17s. '2d. ;

tlie pensions 17/. lOs. 'The investments were, for 1258/.

ISs. If/, at 3 per cent, consols, purchased in the year,
1180/.

At the annual meeting of the Female Serva7its' Home
Society, on the 9th, it ajjpeared that this society, since

1835, has given aid to 3800 servants. From the com-
mencement of the registry system in 1844, 17,000
servants have placed their names on the books, and
5180 families have api^liedto be provided with domestics.

During the past year 423 female servants have been
received into the "

Home," of whom 398 wei-e provided
with situations.

'The thirty-fourth annual meeting in aid of the funds
of the Royal Infirmary for Children was held on tlie

1st. This institution has relieved upwards of 170,000
children, and relieves, on an averijge, 400 every month.
It is proposed to extend its utility by making it a

hospital as well as a dispensary ;
and for this purpose

1077/. was subscribed in the course of the evening.
'The Artists' General Benevolent Institution had its

thirty-fifth annual Festival at the Freemasons' Tavern,
on the 11th, under the presidency of Sir Robert Peel.

Lord Hardinge, Colonel Rowdon, Mr. Cockerell, Mr.
Hardwicke, and other gentlemen, took part in the

proceedings. During the dinner, 718/. was received,

iucluding 100/. from the Queen, 50/. from Sir It. Peel,
50/. from the British Institution, and 20/. from Lady
Chantrey.
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The great usefulness of the Governesses' Benevolent
Institution was fully shown at the annual meeting on
the 3rd. Since its cstahlishment, 775 ladies have
received temporary assistance, to the amount of
3980^. 18*. Qd. Diu-ing last j-ear 942/. was expended in

assisting 382 persons. During the same period eight
annuitants have been added to the list, and there
are now 45 ladies under the Society's care, including
the occupants of the Asylum. "The Home "

has, in

the same year, received 212 contented and hapjiy
inmates, and may now, according to the report, be
considered self-supporting, whilst the "

free-registra-

tion," which occasions its apparent excess of expendi-
ture, has proved of the utmost utility. In the past
year 1506 have been registered, and of them 866 have
been engaged, and tliis withoiit expense either to the
successful or unsuccessful candidates. The "Aged
Asj-lum

"
is also reported to have answered its purpose

well
;
and " the College

"
has, by the issue of its certi-

ficates, and the providing free evening classes, enabled
the qualified governess to prove her value, and offered
to many actuallj- engaged in tuition the means of further

gratuitous instruction.

A meeting, in aid of the building and permanent
endowment of the Kiny's College Hospital, was held in
the hall of the College, Somerset House, (m Wednesday
the 15th, the Archbishop of Canterbury in the
chair. Its object was to raise a fund for building and
endowing a new hospital ;

the present, as was stated,

having been barely sufficient in 1840, when there were
only 4834 patients, and being now wholly inadequate
when the number is 22,309. Among the speakers was
Major Edwardcs, who mentioned that he had in
his youth attended the theological lectures in King's
College, and strongly recommended religious and moral
discipline. The gallant officer was loudly cheered. In
the evening, the annual dinner, at which Major
Edwardes was the Chairman, took place in the New
Hall, Lincoln's Inn, and nearly 4000/. was subscribed to

the fund.
There was a crowded meeting at the Whittington

Club House, on the 13th, convened to support the

Metropolitan Interment Bill. Lord R. Grosvenor was
in the Chair. Mr. Mackinnon, M. P., moved the first

resolution, "That in the opinion of this meeting the

present system of burial in the metropolis is prejudicial
to health, incompatible with decency and solemnitj',

demoralising in its tendency, and unnecessarily expen-
sive," which was seconded by Lord Ebrington. The
speakers were interrupted by clamour and hooting from
a number of persons who were understood to belong to
" the trade." When the resolution was about to be put,
a Mr. Node got upon the platform, and declaring
himself to be an undertaker, inveighed against the

measure, which, he said, was a " dead set against their
trade ;" and another undertaker, Mr. Box, moved as an
amendment, that the words "unnecessarily expensive

"

should be omitted. A nxmiber of hands were held up
for this amendment, but the resolution was carried,
amid great cheering, by an immense majority. Mr.
George Cruikshank then rose to move the second

resolution, but the opposing party raised a violent

uproar. A rush was made at the platform ; chairs and
benches were broken

; the room became a scene of con-
fusion

; and amid screams of women and calls for the
police, the chairman found there was nothing for it but
to adjourn the meeting.
The Newsvendors' Benevolent Institution held its

eleventh annual meeting at Anderton's Hotel, on ^he
16th, J. Harmer, Esq., the President, in the chair. The
report stated that the present position of the Society was
satisfactory. In November last it had been decided to
estabhsh an annual festival. The first dinner was under
the presidency of Mr. Charles Dickens, and the result
had been very successful. The donations had exceeded
240/., the bulk of which was contributed by parties not
coimected with the trade, and the list of subscribers
had considerably increased. The committee had thus
been enabled to invest 200/. in the Three per Cents.,
which raised the permanent fund to 1200/. Thanks
were voted to Mr. Dickens for presiding at the annual
dinner in November last, and for his eftbrts in favour of
the Society.

PERSONAL NARRATIVE.
On Wednesday the 1st of May, at twenty minutes
past eight in the morning the Queen gave Birth to a
Prinee. On the same day Prince Albert visited the
Duke of AVellington to congratulate him on his eighty-
first birthday, and stated from the Queen, that as a
token of regard, she intended to have the royal infant

baptised by the name of Arthur.—The foster-mother of
the young Prince is Mrs. Jane Jones, a AVelchwoman,
the wife of an industrious workman on the Chester and
Holyhead Railway.'

—Her Majesty's birthday was cele-

brated on Wednesday, the 16th, with every demonstra-
tion of affectionate loyalty both in the metropolis and
the provinces.

—On Tuesday morning, the 21st, the

ceremony of churdiing the Queen was performed in the

private chapel, Buckingham Palace, by the Hon. and
Rev. Gerald WeUesley, Her Majesty's domestic chaji-
lain.—-Her Majesty and Prince Albert, with the royal
children, left to-wn on the 22nd for Osborne.
Lord Howden, it was anuovmced in the Gazette of the

14th, has been appointed ambassador to Sjjain.
The Rev. Richai-d Dawes, M.A., has been nominated

Dea7i of Hereford, in the room of the late Dr. John
Mcrewether.—The Rev. GUbert Elliot, M.A., has been
nominated Dean of Bristol, in the room of the late Dr.
John Lamb.
A banquet was given on the 22nd by the officers of

the Coldstream Guards to celebrate the two hundre<lth

anniversary ofthe enrolment ofthat distinguished corps by
General M(mk. Colonel Chaplin, the commanding officer

of the regiment, was in the chair, supported by the
Duke of Cambridge and the Duke of Wellington.—On
the same day an entertainment was given to the non-
commissioned officers and privates, in Portman-barracks.
The Duke of Cambridge, colonel of the regiment, and
all the officers were present. His Royal Highness took
a seat among the privates, with whom he conversed with
his wonted affability. The fiire consisted of about 1400
lbs. of beef, with a liberal supply of pudding and beer.
Later in the evening the men were permitted to admit
their friends, and dancing and other amusements were

kept \ip for some hours.
Lord John Russell on the 28th announced in the House

of Commons the intention oithe Lord Chancellor to Re-

sign his Office, and that it is intended to put the Great
Seal for a time into Commission. Lord Brougham alluded
to these reports in the House ofLords on the 27th, denying
at the same time the assertion which had been made, that
there was a great accumulation of arrears in the Court of

Chancerj', and the appeal business of the House of Lords.

©liittiari) of <li0ta6lc i9rrg0it^.
J.\MES TnOM, the self-taught sculptor, author of" Tarn O'.Shan-

ter and Soutcr Johnnie," died at New York on the 17th April,
of consimiption, in his 51st year.
The Eight Hon. and Eight Eev. Lokd Eobert Ponsonby

Tottenham, Bishop of Clogher, only brother of the Marquis of

Ely, died at Woodstock, County of Wicklow, on the 26th April,
in his 70th year.
M. DE Blainville, the successor of Cuvier in the chair of

Comparative Anatomy in the Musee of Natural History at I'aris,
was found dead on the 1st inst. iu one of the carriages of the

night train on the Eouen Eailway, while on his way to England.
He was in his 72nd year.
M. Gay Lussao, the celehi'ated chemical philosopher and peer

of France, died at Paris on the 2nd, at the age of 71.

Lokd William Hakvey, second son of the Marquis of Bristol,
and formerly Secretary to the British Embassy in Paris, died lat

Toi'quay on the 6th.
Lady Lsahella Anne Brydoes, eldest daugliter of the first

Marquis of Waterfovd, and widow of the late Sir W. H. Bridges,
died at Avisford, Sussex, on the 7th, aged 73.

Princess Jctliane Suphie, a sister of the late King of Pnissia,
and widow of the late Prince Frederick William of Ucsse-

Pliilipstahl, died at Berlin on the 9th, iu her 62nd year.
Mns. Charlotte Wilkes, widow of the late Lord .Jeffrey,

died on the 18th, at tlie residence of her son-in-law, Mr. Empson,
at Haileybury College.
Miss Jane Porter, the celebrated novelist, died at the house

of her brother, Dr. Porter, of Bristol, on the 23rd. She was in
her 74tli year, and preserved to the last her vigour of intellect
and cheerfnluess of temper.
Mrs. Labouchere, wife of the Eight Hon. Henry Labouchere,

Presidejit of the Board of Trade, died suddenly on the 25th.
Premature labour ia said to have been the cause of her death.
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COLONIES ABD DEPENDENCIES.

T'HE uorth-vrest frontier of India is still disturbed, nor is it likely that even an attempt will be made to
-'- reduce the insurgents during the present season. The passes between Kohat and Pcshawur continue

closed, and the last mail bi'ings mention of another British officer and his servants assassinated by the
Affreedees. A singular origin is now stated for the sudden rising of this wild tribe, who occupy, as the
reader may discover who glances at the map, one of the most inaccessible and inhospitable heights in the

whole mountain range of Asia. They arc said to have been made rebels by the very species of tax (upon
salt) which maddened the French peasantry some eighty years ago, and drew forth from the far-sighted
father of Mirabeau the prophecy of the "general overturn." It will be best to satisfy justice in this matter,
if injustice has been done, and not to content ourselves with simply putting forth the strong arm of

retribution and revenge. The vic'mitj' of Affghan may well remind us of what, some ten years ago,
seemed but a silly local riot, and subsequently shook our Indian Empire. The news, commercial and

political, from other quarters, is to be accounted favourable ; not-withstanding a slight reverse to om- arms
in helping one of the friendly native princes, and the entire failure,,for the present, of the entei-prise of

introducing railway communication into Bengal.
Our North American Colonics are quiet and tolerably prosperous; and the newspaper started six months

ago in Upper Canada, to keep together and extend the annexation party, is become extinct. The active

bishop of that province, we may add, is now in London
; with the repoi'ted design of obtaining funds for the

establishment of an Episcopal University at Toronto, on the plea that the late government interference, by
which what is called the pro\'iucial university was thrown open to the various sects in the province requiring
education, has left the Church without a field of educational exertion wherein it may be dominant and exclu-

sive. These proceedings should be watched. There is no reasonable ground for another university endow-
ment in Upper Canada.
A fourth detachment of sixty female emigrants sailed on Monday for Australia, equipped from the funds

raised by Mr. Sidney Herbert ; and the latest intelligence from these colonies is so generally satisfactory as

to call for no remark. Frost has received a conditional pardon in Van Diemen's Land
; Meagher of the Sword

is become an active and successful cultivator of the soil ; O'Donohuo has started a newspaper ; and Smith
O'Brien continues to sulk. Let us merely add, for the hopeful future that seems to shape itself from such

announcements, that the average annual emigration of the last three years has been lately ascertained to bo
not very far short of the whole annual increase of the population of the United Kingdom ;

the excess from
Ireland being sufficiently great to leave England and Scotland wnth their usual proportions tolerably \mdis-

turbed. The most gratifying circumstance apparent in these three-years' returns is the steadiness which
marks their gradual increase, and which would soem to imply at least a fair result to the adventurous

enterprise of the earlier exiles.

The last Overland Mail brought dates from Bombay
to April 17, from Calcutta to April G, and from Hong
Kong to March 29.

No further military operations have taken place
against those daring freebooters the Affreedees. But
fresh outrages have been committed by thcni. On the
20th of March, Dr. Hcaley, attached to the 1st Punjaub
Cavahy, when on his way to Kohat with a small escort,
was attacked near that place ;

two of liis attendants
were killed on the spot, and liimself so wounded that he
died immediately after reaching Kohat.
A singular circumstance took place at Wuzeerabad

;

on the 13th of March. The Commander-in-Chief, at the
;

end ofa review of the troops there, detained one regi-
ment—the 34th Native Infantry

—on the ground, and,
'

addressing the corps through an interpreter, told them
he had received an anonymous petition complaining of

|

oppression hy the commanding officer, and desired those
who had complaints to come forward and state them.
A number of the men did so

;
and then Sir C. Napier,

addressing the commanding officer, said that he had
nothing left but to order a court of mqiiiry into the

charges. A court of inquiry, accordingly, was sitting at

the date of the account.—Another characteristic trait of

the Conunauder-in Chief is related. In confirming the
sentence of a court-martial licld on a field-officer, who
had entered into a correspondence concerning au order
issued by a superior autliority, instead of at once obeying
it, Sir Charles remarked,

" those who imagine this

amiy is a debating society will find themselves very
much mistaken."

tion were to be re-worked. An important improvement
in the manufactiu-e of sugar had been discovered. Crops
were very promising ;

that of sugar was estimated at

40,000 hhds. At Bernuula the potato disease had made
its appearance. A niunbcr of fii'cs had taken place at

Barbados.

The last Wesi India mail brought dates from Jamaica
to the 1st inst., Trinidad 20th, and Dcmerara 18th April.
There is no remarkable intelligence. In Jamaica
afl'airs were improving ;

ow ing to an increased demand
for coffee, several estates that had fallen out of eultiva-

Thcre are Accounts from Sfydney to the end of

Januarj'.
—The Colonial revenue was in a satisfactory

state, the increase in the quarter, as compared with the

corresponding period last year, being above 20 jjcr cent.

Such was the abundance of the last harvest that wheat
was selling at 2s. Gd. to Zs. a bushel. The out-turn of

wool also promised favourably. A new scam of coal

had been discovered, and a further reduction in the

price of coal was expected. Accounts had been received

of the complete destruction of the settlement of New
Caledonia, and there was reason to fear that many lives

had fallen victims to the ferocity of the natives. An
English vessel, which arrived there in December, had
found the place deserted, and the buildings destroyed

by iirc. A letter was found, enclosed in a bottle, from
the overseer of the scttkment, Mr. David Miller, stating
that he had been attacked by about 2000 natives, and

though he had killed nimibcrs of them, they continued
at him day and niglit ;

and as his ammunition was

getting short, and all the surrounding hills were
covered with natives, and also as two of his men were

badly wounded, he thought it advisable to take to his

boats and proceed to windward, to a place called Bal-

letto. Notliing further had been learned of their fate.

Advices have also been received fi-om New Zealand,
Van Diemen's Land, Western Australia, Port Philip,
and South Australia. They are of a favourable com-

plexion, but contain nothing of special interest. The
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only remarkable circumstance is the death of Rassc-

rauha, the famous New Zealand Chief, at the age of

nearly eighty. He had a regular Christian burial, in

the European manner, and conducted with the utmost
decorum. The service was read by Mr. Ronaldson, a

missionary teacher
; and tlie large assemblage were

hospitably entertained by Tamahaua, the son and heir
of the deceased.

PROGRESS OF EMIGRATION AND COLONISATION.
The first preliminary meeting of intending Emigrants

tipon Mrs. Chisholm's Plan took place on the 4th, for the

purpose of the various families being forpiod in groups.
Upwards of two hundred persons were present'; and
Mr. Sidney Herbert and other gentlemen explained to

the emigrants the nature of the plan and measures to be
adopted. Two thousand pounds have already been
subscribed by the working classes, and there have been
donations li-om Mr. Sidney Herbert of 200/., Lady

Pembroke of %5l., and Mr. Scott Russell of ol. The
first ship upon this plan is expected to sail next month.
There was another Embarcation of Female Emigrants

on the 16th, consisting of the fourth detachment of

young women sent out under the auspices of the Female
Emigration Society, on board the AVilliam Stevenson, at

Gravesend, theii- destination being Sidney and Adelaide.

They were sixty in number, and their appearance, dress,
and modest demeanour were very prepossessing ; many
of them were Irish. Besides these girls, there were
two young ladies of excellent connexions, desirous of

^oing to Australia, who had placed themselves under
the protection of the Society for the voyage, paying
their own passage. Mr. Sidney Herbert gave each girl
a printed paper, conveying Mrs. Herbert's anxioxis
wishes for their welfare, giving them some kind advice,
and intimating that any of them, by remitting 6/. 10*.,
will be entitled to name a female relative or friend for a

passage, provided she be a fit person, and has a prospect
of a place on her arrival

MMATIVE OF FOREIGN EVENTS.

"C" NGLAND has been unexpectedly dragged into a quasi collision with her most powerful neighbour, by the
-"-^ sudden recal of the French ambassador on the alleged ground of a want of proper consideration for

French dignity and good offices in the affiur with Greece. Pending the mediation at Athens, a friendly
arrangement had been completed in Loudon ; but, before it reached the mediating parties, Mr. Wyse, acting
on previous iustinictious, and considering that Baron Gros had thrown up his office of mediator, resumed a
hostile attitude, and compelled King Otho's submission to the terms first demanded. The dispute between

England and France turns wholly upon two questions : what Mr. Wyse's original instructions, communicated
also to the French mediator, actually were

; and in what specific terms Mr. Wyse received notice from Baron
Gros of the supposed failure of his mission. Only the explanation of Mr. Wyse himself can finally settle

these points ; but there is not now much doubt tliat the settlement will be amicable, and tlie ultimate issue

favourable to the wishes of those who see in the concord of France and England the only guarantee possible
(however feeble it may hitherto have proved) against the unchecked predominance of despotism abroad.
Meanwhile the explosion of Greek fire at Paris has proved a teinporai-y divei'sion for our lively neighbours
from dangers which threaten them more nearly in their electoral affairs. Momentarily stunned at the
election of the Socialist candidate by a majority over his competitor of more than eight thousand votes, the

party of " order
"
have been smce engaged in a stniggle for existence, the desperation of which is implied in

then- proposed immediate disfranchisement of large masses of the artisan-class by a law they have presented
to the Assembly. This law has had the unhappy effect of temporarily ranging such men as Cavaiguac and
Lamartine on the side of what is called the Mountain, and it is impossible to foresee the issue. All the
fiercest passions of France are flung into the debate, and the tribune has not witnessed such agitation since
the momentous days of February.
German politics continue to be the profoundest of my.'iteries ; another Congress of princes, and another con-

ference of plenipotentiaries, having apjjeared and vanished, and left the horizon dai-ker than ever. Meanwhile
a desperate fanatic has done his best to deepen the gloom by attempted assassination of the only German
prince in whom sensible men place hope for the future. The ray of present comfort in the lamentable prospect
of affairs seems to us to come from the direction of Austi-ia. Bound almost helplessly to Russia in her

military and material interests, that misgoverned empire is now in gi'adual progress of surrender, morally
and intellectually, into the bands of her own Roman Catholic clergy ;

and in proportion as she thus loses

liberty of action and thought, her baneful influence against federative freedom must gradually be neutralised
and destroyed.
The French have departed from Rome, but arrests continue, spies increase, and the opposition of the

Romans grows more and more marked and significant. Signor Mazzini has an-ived in England. From Spain
we have intelligence of overtures which have ended in the re-establishment of diplomatic relations with the

English Court ; and we receive frequent descriptions of court incidents which resemble rather the intrigues
of the middle ages than events of modern civilisation. The Emperor of China, Toa-Kouang, has departed
this life

;

"
mounting upwards on the dragon," in the langviage of the Chinese court-newsman,

" to be a guest
on high ;" and his son and successor, Yih-Chu, who proclaims through the same authority that his tears are
of blood, and that he beats his breast and tears the ground in the fury of his grief, has very quietly mounted
the throne.

The month's mails from America have brought generally good tidings. Sir Henry Bulwcr's mission has
been perfectly successful in removing that incipient rivalry of interests to which the representatives of both
countries had somewhat indirectly committed themselves in Central America ; and, as one of many indica-

tions of the better understanding growing up between ou.rselves and our republican cousins in mercantile

policy, we have to record a proposal of the British minister for the opening of the navigation of the
St. Lawrence to American merchant vessels, in exchange for the admission of Canadian produce to the
United States on a footing of complete reciprocity, which is understood to have met with a favourable

reception from the ministiy of General Taylor. The home polities of America are at present in renewed
agitation from what is called the Slavery Compromise, Mr. Webster's assent to it having alienated many of
his supporter.?, ai^d the Anti-Slavery party generally deuomicing it as a treason to the non-slavo-holding
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States. The free men of Boston do not like the idea of being compelled to suiTcnder any slave who may
hereafter take refuge in their territory, which, by one of tlie clauses of Mr. Clay's proposal, giving practical
effect to what has heretofore been an inoperative law, they will be now compelled to do.

The contest for the Representation of Paris terminated
in the triumph of the Socialist and Democratic party.
On the 2nd, the Prefect of the Seine publicly declared
the result, which was : for M. Eugene Sue, the celebrated

litterateur, who was the Socialist candidate, 127,812
votes

;
for M. Lcclcrc, the candidate of the Moderate

party, 119,726. The votes of the array were: for Sue,

6674; for Lcclerc, 6598. The funds feU 2 per cent,

immetbately afterwards, but partially recovered when
the first rumours of a change of ministry subsided. This
result led to a measure of the government for modifying
the electoral suffrage. On the 1st, the Minister of the

Interior brought in a bill, making a residence of three

years (instead of si.\ months), proved bj' the payment of

ta.xes, a necessary qualification ; declaring that one-fourth
of the whole electors in a department (instead of one-

eighth) shall be necessary to make an election valid
;
that

the period for filling up vacancies shall be six mouths, in-

stead of forty days ; and that the votes of the army shall

be confounded M'ith those of the other classes so as to

render distinction impossible. A vote of "
urgency

"

having been moved, the " Mountain "
opposed it, but it

was carried by 453 to 197 ;
Generals Cavaignac and

Lamoriciere voting against the Government. M. Leon
Faucher was appointed Reporter of the bill, and some
clauses of it were modified

;
in particular the condition

of being domiciled for three years in the same commune
was departed from, it being declared sufficient if the
elector has inhabited the same canton for that period
even under different masters. Petitions against the bill,

at the offices of the difl'erent opposition journals, have
been signed by many thousand persons. The Maj-or of
one of the arrondissements, and all the officers of the
National Guards who signed these petitions, have been
dismissed.

The government has adopted Stringent Measures

Against the Opjwsition Press. On the l4th, M. Boule,
the great printer of the Rue de Coq-Heron, was deprived
of his license as a ])rinter. He was the printer of the
" Voix du Peuple," the "

Republique," the "
Estafette,"

and several other papers. The authorities seized all the

presses, and placed seals on them. In consequence of
this step, the Editors issued a joint letter explaining
how their papers were prevented from appearing. The
editor of the " Voix du Peuple

" was brought again
before the tribunals on the same day for attacks on the

govermncnt. In the one case the sentence previously
pronounced against him of a year's imprisonment and a
fine of 4000f for an attack on M. Fould's budget was
confirmed, and for the other he was sentenced to a year's
imprisonment and a fine of 5000f. Courtois and the
Abbe Chatel have been convicted by juries, of inflam-

matory speeches at electoral meetings. The former was
condemned to a year's imprisonment and lOOOf. fine,
and two years' more imprisonment if the fine be not

paid. The Abbe Chatel has a year's imprisonment and
600f fine. It seems rather surprising that the govern-
ment should obtain verdicts against the Socialists, con-

sidering how Socialism has spread in Paris.
The French Ambassador havinr/ been Recalledfrom

St. James's, General la Hitte, the Minister of War, read
to the National Assembly on the 16th, a letter he had
written to the French Ambassador at London, in conse-

quence of infraction, by England, of the conditions on
which France had agreed to act as mediator in the
affairs of Greece. The letter, after a summary of the
circumstances of the misunderstanding, and the demand
that it should be set to rights, proceeded to say :

" This
demand not having been listened to, it has appeared to
us that the prolongation of your sojourn at London is

not compatible with the dignity of the Republic. The
President has ordered me to invite you to return to

France, after having accredited M. Marcscalchi in

quality of Charge d'Affaires," and concludes, "You will
have the goodness to read this present despatch to Lord
Palmerston." This announcement was received by the

Right with loud acclamations, the Left, or Mountain
party, remaining silent.

Lieutenant-Colonel Simouct, of the 11th Light In-

fantry, who was severely wounded by the Fallinr/ of the

Suspension-bridge at Angers, has been promoted to the
rank of Colonel, and appointed to the command of
Brest. An investigation into the circumstances of that

catastrophe is going on, and it has been ascertained that
the fall of the bridge took place from the iron suspension
cables having become rusted. The 11th regiment is to

proceed to Algeria so soon as the loss of men in the 3rd
battalion is made up.
The debate on the clauses of the Electoral Bill has

commenced in the Assembly.

The Erfurt Parliament, having finished the revisal of
its proposed Constitution for the German Union, dis-

solved itself, and has been succeeded by two separate
Convocations. The one is held at Frankfort, and
consists of the representatives of the old Germanic
confederation, convoked by the Emperor of Austria,
with the object of re-organising that confederation.
This conference includes all the secondary States of the
old confederation except Oldenburg and Frankfort
itself, though the assembly is held within its own walls.
The other, held at Berlin, was assembled by the king of

Prussia, and consisted of twenty-one heads of sovereign,
houses, with representatives of the three Hanse towns,
Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck. This last convention
has finished its sittings, and the members, pi'evious to

separating, were entertained by the king at a banquet
on the 16th, wlien his majesty addressed them in a

speech expressive of his satisfaction with their proceed-
ings.
On the 22nd A71 Attetnpt teas Made on the Life of the

King of Prussia, by a Serjeant of artillery named Sesse-

loge, who fired a pistol at him as he was setting out for

Potsdam, and wounded him slightly in the arm. The
assassin was immediately apprehended.

The only political news from Spain during the month,
related to some palace intrigues, in which the Queen,
King-Consort, and General Narvaez were concerned.
One evening in the last week of April the King suddenly
notified to General Narvaez and the rest of the cabinet
his intention of quitting ^Madrid in order not to be pre-
sent at the accouchement of the Queen. After ex-

hausting all means of persuasion to induce him to change
his j)uri)ose, but which were of no avail, a council of
ministers was held, in which it was decided to oppose
by force the King's departure. His Majesty was placed
under arrest. Sentries were stationed at the door of
his apartment, and the King remained a prisoner during
four hours, at the end of wiiich time his Majesty capitu-
lated, and even consented to accompany the Queen in
an open carriage in her usiuil evening drive on the
Prado.

After a Drought ofFire Years, the province of Murcia
has been visited by a copious rain. It was curious to

observe the 3onng children who had never seen rain in

their lives, evince as miicli alarm as if some frightful
accident had hap])cncd. Rain also has fallen in the
vast "

Huerta," or garden-land of Valencia : the simple
inhabitants of the villages, in the height of their joy,
have carried their tutelary saints about the streets with
bands of rustic music.
At about a league from Saragossa a Poirder-mill

exploded and many lives were lost. Parts of human
bodies, remnants of clothino:, and the remains of beasts
of burden, were found scattered in eveiy direction.

The edifice was shattered to pieces.

Since the Pope has established himself in Rome, thav

capital has been very quiet. The Frencli commandant,
General Baraguay d'Hilliers, has returned to Paris, but
the French troo^js remain.

The adjustment, at Athens, of the dispute with the
Greek Government, mentioned in our last number,
having failed of success, the negotiation was broken off
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on the 21st \ilt.. and, by the direction of Mr. "Wyse, the

blockade of the Piraeus was renewed. The treaty was
then resumed, and the Greek government having con-

ceded terms with which our minister was satisfied, a

convention was entered into, and Admiral Parker raised

the blockade. Since then the relations between the

British minister and the Greek government have been

friendly. The Greek vessels damaged during their

detention were repaired by order of Admiral Parker,
and subscriptions were marie among the officers of the

English fleet, to sujjply the necessities of some of the

masters and crews. On the 4th, Mr. Wyse had an
audience of the king and queen, to announce the death

of the queen dowager of England, and was treated with
marked courtesy.

On the 2.5th of February, The Emperor of China died,

having survived the Empress Dowager (whose death
took place on the 23rd of January) only thirty-three

days. He is succeeded by his eldest surviving son, a

youth of nineteen, who will bear the title of Sze-hing.
The Emperor's death is said to have been hastened by
a fright he received in a conflagration within his palace.

The intelligence from New York comes down to the

I7th inst. The public mind in the United States con-
tinues to be agitated by the slavery question, in con-
nexion with the admission of California, New Mexico,
and Texas, into the Union. A debate on this subject,
in the Senate, on the 17th April, produced a Zfisyrace/u^
Fracas between two of the leading members. In "the

heat of a violent altercation, General Foote drew a

pistol from his pocket, cocked it, and coolly presented it

at his opponent Colonel Benton. Several members

instantly rushed upon him and disarmed him, just in

time, it would appear, to prevent a fatal catastrophe.
An investigation was to take place into this scandalous
affair.—The discussion of the question in the Senate
ended in the appointment of a "Compromise Com-
mittee," consisting of seven members from slave-holding
and six from non-slave-holding States

;
and this Com

mittee has agreed to a report, prepared by Mr. Clay,
which recommends, in substance, the admission of Cali-

fornia and New Mexico, without any reference to slavery
whatever, and recognising the right of Texas to be
divided into four additional states, with or without

slavery, as the people within them, whenever there is a

sufficient population, maj' desire.

The wife of Professor Webster, now lying under sen-

tence of execution for the Murder of Dr. Park/nan, has

made a strong appeal for mercy for her hvisband to the

governor of Massachusetts. Her appeal is seconded by
a considerable portion of the American press, who still

doubt the guilt of the professor. His counsel have also

taken out a writ of error, on the ground of some ii-regu

larity in the proceedings.
At Lowell, the American Manchester, Several Cotton-

Mills had Stoppel, whereby 3-500 persons had been
thrown out of employment. This is accounted for by
the great increase of manufacture in the Southern States,

which, annoyed at the northern attacks on their favour-

ite institution of slavery, have resolved to manufacture
as much as possible for themselves. In only four of

the States—South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and
Tennessee—there are at present 1-50 cotton-mills. A
competition against the manufactures of New England
is also begun in the West—in Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois,

and Indiana.

MERATIYE OF LITERATURE AND ART.

/^UR glance at the leading publications of the present month comprises few save books of travel and^
compilation ;

but we have to record another step in advance on a subject of infinite importance to

Education and Literature. Lord John Russell has officially conveyed to the goveniiBg bodies of both
Universities his views and intentions in advising a Royal Commission of Inqviiry into the state and revenues
of Oxford and Cambridge. He desires to facilitate the reforms of study already begun at both places in

the direction of general knowledge, the growth of modern literature, and the discoveries of physical and
chemical science, by removing such local restrictions or obsolete endowments as are at present the bar to a

proper extension of such reforms. He adduces, for example, the limitations of fellowship to particular
schools and families ; and with equal truth he might have instanced the diversion of large properties from

purposes of education to uses which are become a mere abuse of the original endowments, and are often

marked by the most flagrant depai'ture from the founder's statutes, and the oaths sworn to support them.
These are nevertheless the "

higher purposes
"
than education which the Oxford authorities venture to plead

in favour of the existing system ; and use to support that denunciation of the injustice of meddling with
trusts, and vested rights, and the interests of charity, of which their remonstrance is principally composed.
But the}^ do not explain why, as a part of the same argument, praj'ers do not continue to be publicly said,

and the Bible to be read during dinner hours, in certain of the colleges ; nor why non-residence is permitted
and practised ; nor why prescribed costumes have been laid aside

;
nor why particular masters have relieved

themselves from celibacy ;
nor why (above all) masses are no longer performed for the souls of pious

founders. The truth is, that all men now perceive the argument of vested rights to be wholly untenable.
Of the eighteen colleges and five halls which constitute the University of Oxford, the whole of the latter

and twelve of the former were founded before the Reformation ; two colleges were established by the
dominant Roman Catholics in Mary's reign ;

and only fovu- are Protestant foundations. All the houses

existing at the establishment of Protestantism in England, became, by the same power which before the
Reformation had been used in the founding of Christ Church by Wolsey and his ma.ster, trusts for educa-
tional purposes ; and the present design is to establish and extend their eflBciency in this particular. Nor
will its success be merely a boon to the highest interests of education. It will yet more explicitly serve the
cause of truth and morality, in removing the scandal of oaths which are now daily sworn, to be daily
violated, by clergymen and instructors of youth. When Mr. Ward was expelled some yeai-s ago for his

disingenuous subscription to the Tliirty-nine Articles, ho protested against his condemnation by men who
were in the habit of subscribing their statutes in a ten-fold more " non-natural

"
sense than that of his own

subscription to the Articles. This home-thrust escaped the public reporters at the time, but has since been
remembered and put in evidence by a distinguished Oxford scholar.

The books of highest pretension issued during the
month are a Selection of Modern State Trials by the late

Recorder of Macclesfield, and a republication of Essays
from the Edinburgh Review by Mr. Henry Rogers.

We find it difficult to understand the title of the former

book, seeing that it only comprises five state trials, pro-

perly so called ; being those of Frost, Oxford, and Smith,
O'Brien for high treason, of Daniel O'Connell and others
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for conspiracy, and of the Mayor of Bristol for neglect of

duty during- the Reform Riots : and is otherwise com-
posed of the trials of Mr. Stuart and Lord Cardigan for

duelling, of those of Courvoisier, M'Naughtcn, and the

Glasgow cotton-sjiiuners, for murder ; of the titular
Earl of Stirling for forgery, of Lord Cochrane and the
Wakefields fur conspiracy, and of Mr. Ambrose Williams
and Mr. IMoxon for libel and alleged blasphemous publi-
cation. Mr. Townsend's professed oljject in the com-
pilation (which fills two large octavo volumes) was to

make it useful as well as entertaining, by popularising
the respective subjects of inquiry in essays prcfi.\ed to
each case

; by directing attenticm, in notes and other-

wise, to the principal points of jurisprudence and legal
morality, discussed or decided

;
and by exhibiting, in the

body of the reports themselves, the salient parts of cross-

examination, the little passages of arms between the
forensic combatants, and as it were the poetry of action
in these legal dramas. Sometimes this is done fairly
enough ;

but Mr. Townsend's selection of subjects is

not always to bo approved.
Mr. Rogers, an Edinburgh reviewer whose name has

not been much before the public, has dealt chiefly with
subjects of religious interest, or indirectly bearing iqion
religious philosophy. He occupies about the same re-

lation to Sir James Stephen in these matters, as one

might say that Arnold occupied to Bunsen and Niebuhr,
or Hare and Maurice to Coleridge. He is less wide and
comprehensive in his range, in expression less eloquent
and original, but more practical in his views. He
attacks the two extremes of Tractariani.sm and Scep-
ticism

; gives large and sound expositions of Dr.
Whately's views of criminal jurisprudence ;

and attempts
special biographical sketches, such as Fuller's, Luther's,
Pascal's, and Plato's.

The reader who happens to encounter another and
very different exposition of religious thinking, which
it also falls within our present duty to indicate,
but not to criticise, Mr. Newman's Phases of Faith, will
do well to read it after a careful study "of the essay
on the claims and conflicts of reason ancl faith which is

contained in one of Mr. Rogers's vohmies. Mr. Newman
appears to have begun life with a strong evangelical
turn, to have betaken-himself to the East in a mission to
convert the Mahommedans, subscqviently to have joined
the Unitarians, and, finally, to have deposited himself
in a sort of worship beginning and ending in the nature
and will of man himself, without relation or submission
to external and objective laws.
But the chiefstaple of the month's literary productions

has been in the clepartment of Voyages and Travels
;

and an indication of the routes taken or the sulvjects

described, will suffice for information respecting them.
Colonel C'hesney has sent forth, in a very big book,
the first portion of his narrative of the Government
Expedition to the Euphrates ; and a certain Count

\

SoUogub has recorded his travellmg impressions of

Young Russia, in a lively little book called The
Tarantas. An English artist, lately resident in Ame-
rica, has described his Adventures in California ; a
native American, named Baird Taylor, has given a

description of the same region, and adventures in other
directions of conquered Mexico, with the tempting title

of El Dorado ; the distinguished American poet, Mr.
Cullen Bryant, has collected notes of things, made on

journeys in difl'crent countries on both sides of the

Atlantic, during the last sixteen years, in Letters of a
Traveller ; and Mr. Robert Baird, a Scotch invalid tra-

velling for health, with strong party prepossessions, but
shrewd observant habits, has published two volumes on
the West Indies and North America in 1849. We have
also had pictures of travel in the Canadas, in a book
called the Shoe and Canoe, by the Secretary to the

Boundary Commissioners, Ur. Bigsby ;
a very curioxis

and complete revelation of Eastern life, in a Tiro Years'
Ttesidenee in a Levantine Family, described by Mr.
Bayle St. John

;
a i)ecp into Nuremberg and Franconia,

by Mr. Whitling ;
a summer ramble through Auvergnc

and Piedmont, by the intelligent Secretary of the

Royal Society, Mr. Weld
;
the record of a brief holiday

in Spain, Oazpacho, by a Fellow of Trinity College,
Cambridge ; Notes from Nineveh, by a clergyman who

has lately had religious duties in the East
;
and a satis-

factory and compendious compilation called Nineveh
and Persejjolis, by one of the officials of the British
Museum.

The Exhibition of the Royal Academy and that of
the Society of Water Colours were opened to the public
at the beginning of this month. They are both rich in
works of merit, by the artists already known as the

leading contributors to each of them, and by younger
artists whose productions are beginning to attract public
attention. In the exhibition ofthe Royal Academy there
are 643 pictures, of which 86 are by Academicians, and
51 by Associates

;
460 Drawings and Miniatures, of which

20 are by Academicians, and 17 by Associates
;

189
Architectural pieces, none of which are by Academicians
or Associates

;
and 164 pieces of Sculpture, of which 12

are by Academicians, and 2 by Associates.

The different Exhibitions at present open afford a
remarkable proof of the industry of British artists. The
Exhibition of the Royal Academ}- contains 1456 works
of art, and above 1000 offered for exhibition were
declined. At the Water-Colour Gallery 380 works are
exhibited

;
at the New Water-Colour Gallery, 329

;
at

the British Institution, 500
;
at the Suff'olk-street Gal-

lery, 735 ;
and at the Portland Gallery in Regent Street,

373. Adding to these the number that may be set do-n-n

as declinicl by these different exhibitions, we may esti-

mate the number of M'orks of art prciduced for exhibition

during the year at not less than 5000
;
and this without

taking into account the immense amount of portrait-

painting, book illustration, and works produced in other
branches of the art.

Philharmonic Concerts took place on the 6th and
20th. At the latter, Lindley, who for nearly half a

century has maintained his position as the first English
violoncellist, bade farewell to the public. He played in
his old favourite Trio of Corelli, and retired amid the
acclamations of the audience.

At Her Majesty's Theatre, several performers, new to
this country, have lately appeared. Mademoiselle Ida
Bertrand, a contralto, made her first appearance on the
27th of April, as the boy Picrotto, in " Linda de Cha-
mouni." Maclame Frezzolini, whohas revisited England
after an absence of seven years, appeared on the 21st, as
" Lucrczia Borgia," with the most decided success.

At the Royal Italian Opera, an Opera entitled Zora,
being Rossini's " Mo.se in Egitto," with the subject and
characters changed, has been produced, but with little

success, though it was splendidly "mounted" and
skilfully performed.—Roberto il Diavolo was produced
on the 23rd, the part of Alice being taken, for the first

time, by Grisi.

At the Haymarket, Mr. Douglas Jerrold's new
Comedy, The Catspaw, was performed for the first

time on the 9th inst. with triumphant success, and has
been nightly repeated ever since.

The other novelties at the English theatres have been
a Comic drama at the Adelphi called the White Seijeants,
and a Farce at the Strand, entitled Not to bo Done,
both of which have been successful.—Several holiday
pieces, of the usual kind on such occasions, were pro-
duced on Whit-Monday; among others, the Lyceum
brought out "Novelty Fair, or Hints for 1851;

" and the

Strand, a "
Morality" called " The Philosopher's Stone,"

founded on the Californiau mania.

Drury Lane closed prematurely on the 4th instant.
Mr. Anderson, the lessee, in a valedictory address, a.s-

scribed his "
partial failure

"
to " the great difficulty of

converting tliis theatre into a temple of the legitimate
drama, after the various uses to which it has been
devoted

;
the opposition he has encountered in the

shape of three foreign theatres
;
and the positive cool-

ness of the public press, without one cheering word of

encouragement." He announced, however, that he is

to re-open the theatre at Christmas next.



120 THE HOUSEHOLD NAREATIVE. [Mat.

COMMERCIAL RECORD.

BANKRUPTS
Fcom the Gar.ette n/Api-il 26. William Chittenden, Church-

st., Paddington, draper.—Charles Veneer, TimTji-idge-wells,
liuUder.—John Pai.lenson, Liverpool, grocer

—John Stan-
ford .and Henry Bannister, Hasleowen, brickmakers.—Alex
SpeebsCorrick, Bristol, timber dealer.—John Powell Clibow,
Radnorshire, cattle dealer.

April 30. William George Ceely, Popl.ar, carman.—James
Briuhton, Gray's-inn-road, victualler. — Tiio.aias Colling-

wooD, Nuneham, Oxfordshire, innkeeper.
—Anthony Kdward

CoRVAN, Hampstead-road, baker.—Jamf.s Guest, Birmingham,
commission agent.

—John Brown, Bristol, builder.— James
Villar, Cheltenh.am, maltster.—Charles Pearson, Sheffield,
victualler.-Conrad Gbeenhow, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, timber
merchant.

ifat/ 3. Charles Penfold, Arundel, ironmonger.—Frederick
Tapley, Sidmouth, linen draper.

— Richard Heath, Lime-

house, brassfounder. — George Geary Mason, Underbill,

Lancashire, cotton spinner.
—George Augustus Munro, Liver-

pool, merchant.—Joel Wilson, West Bromwicli, iron maini-
facturer.—George Page, Wolverhampton, coal dealer.—Joseph
Chilton, Batli, apothecary.

—Richard Keitley, Cheltenham,
builder.—George Wilson, Wakefield, draper.—Noah George
Bond, Iludderstield, bookseller.—Edward Whay, Hull, draper.—John Hollingwoeth, Hull, shipowner.

— James Pennock,
York, farrier.

Moi/ 7. John Bitrgess Nunn, Colchester, tailor.—George
WooLLAND Tucker, Tottenham-court-road, fiHTier.—Samuel
Meanley, W.alsall, butcher.— Gaskell Johnson, Liverpool,
coal mercliant.—Frederick Duncan, Liverpool, merchant. —
Thomas Samuel Browne, Manchester, patent agent.

May 10. Richard Dart and Joseph Brown, Bedford-st.,Covt.-

garden —Edward Pabratt, Park-village, West, Regent's-pk.,
advertising agent.—John Thomas Holland, Coventry, builder.—AViLLiAM Hayhubst, Liverpool, coach proprietor.—Margaret
Milne, Manchester, grocer.

— Buckley- Royle, Manchester,
check manufacturer.—Richard Wilson, Hull, stone-mason.

Ma;/ 14 George Healey Ward and Bailey Griffith,
Bear-alloy, Farriugdon-st., printers.

—William Fare, Broad-

way, Blackfriars, beershop keeper.
—Thomas Smeeton, Ipswich,

tailor.—George Cooper, Northampton, linen draper.
—Edwin

Jackson Gill, Gloucester, auctioneer. — Agnes Ashcroft,
Liverjiool, shipowner.—William Bread, Amershani, dealer in

sheep.—William Henry Ethell, Birmingham, Sadler.—John
Lawrence and Henry Dixon, Birmingham, military orna-
ment manufacturers.— .John Ryder, Liverpool, victualler. —
William and .John Pile, Monkwearmouth, ship builders.

Ma;/ 17. Henry Scholefield, Clare, Suffolk, chemist.—John
Winn, Charlotte-st., Blackfriars road, gas fitter.—Theodore
DE RuMiGNY, St. Mildred's-ct., merchant.—John Moody, A1-

dersgate-st., stock manufacturer.—Claxon Scarfe, Hall-st.,

City-road, timber merchant. — James Woods, Conduit-st.,
tailor.—William Walford, Wolverhampton, brewer.—George
Bailey', Coventry, riband manufacturer. — James Webster,
Leicester, engineer.—John Hill, .Jun., Malmsbury, innkeeper.—Thomas Covi'gill, Bradford, Yorkshire, grocer.

—William
I'assmore, Leeds, tailor.—James Mei.lor, Manchester, haber-
dasher. — John Hawley, Liverpool, confectioner. — James
Harry-, Liverpool, wine merchant.—George Chaknock, West
Derby, Lancashire, baker.

May 21. Alfbeo Allen Suttedy", Stoke-ferry, Norfolk,
gricer.

—John Taylor, High-st., Shadwell, cheesemonger.—
James Urry, Landport, Hampshire, brewer.—Edward Dur-
rant Busher, Piccadilly, coachinaker.— James Woolnough,
(otherwise James Leman Wo(jlnough), Chediston, Suffolk,
cattle dealer.—George Burnett Adsalom, Portsmouth, coal-

merchant.—William Mailes, Wooliiope, Hereford, bark-mer-
chant.—Thomas Bailey, Gloucester, sadler.— Thomas Har-
FOOT, Plymouth, tailor.

May 24. Walter Bates, South Shields, builder.—William
Carmalt, Romsey, Hampshire, baker.—William Ealey, Horse-

path, Oxfordshire, butcher.— William Hague, Manchester,
small-w.are dealer.—William Meadowcroft, Rochdale, Lan-
cashire, cotton-spinner.—Edward Parkes. Canterbury, shoe-
m,anufacturer,—William Threlfall, Addingham, Yorkshire,
cotton-spinner.—John Tomlin, Finchley-eommon, Middlesex,
licensed victualler. -William Varnam, Ibstoek, Leicestershire,
draper.—James Welch, Westbury, Wiltshire, innkeeper.

THE STOCK AND SHARE MARKETS.
at;/, May 2S.

The chief influencing cause of movement in the English Stock
Market this month, lias been the varying intelligence from
France. At the beginning of the month Consols marked 95? to

I, and the market showed much steadiness till the IGth, when
the price touched 96g ;

but on tliis day was received the new s of
tlie recall of the French ambassador at London, and Consols fell

at once to 95 in consei|ucnce. Since then, prices have been

gr.adually creeping up again, and are now rather better than at
the commencement of the month, Consols being quoted to-day
at 96.J; to }.
The Railway Share Market has been characterised by a much

better tone during the month, and prices of all descriptions of
stocks have experienced a rise. Within the last few days the

public have begun to appear in the market as buyers ; and this,
added to improved tralflc retunis, has greatly aided iu strength-
ening prices.

STOCKS.

Three per Cent. Consols , .

Tliree per Cent. Reduced .

Three and a quarter per Cents. .

Long Annuities . . . .

Bank Stock
India Stock . . . .

South Sea Stock . . . .

Exchequer Bills

India Bonds

Prices During the Month.

Highest. Lowest. Latest

963
95i
973
8}

207J
269

106f
71s. prm.
93s. prm.

95
94

95?
Sir

205A
265'

1051
67s. prm
87s. prm.

96i
95i
97J
8i

207
269

106i
70s. prm.
90s. pi-m.
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THE THEEE KINGDOMS.—*•—
'THE principal event of the month contributes another illustration to Swift's Essay on the important ends
-'- which liave had contemptible beginnings. A difference which mainly originated in the question of how
much a certain ill-treated gentleman had lost by the loss of sundry wines and pickles, upholstery, china,

jewels, and silver soup-ladles, has resolved itself into the question of whether England shall be governed by
free-trade ministers opposed to despotic repression on the Contment, or by ministers committed against
free-trade and in harmony with the cabinets of Vienna and St. Petersburg. It wUl form a curious chapter in

some future history of parties, if, at the veiy time when such comljinations were supposed to have lost all

power, the force of partj' and personal influences on this particular question should succeed in investing that

section of the House of Commons which is least mflueutial in numbers, ability, popular sympathy, or

official aptitude, with the power which a stronger section in that House had not been able to hold, though
backed by the favour of the Sovereign and the good wishes of the people, and engaged in a scries of highly-

important measures.
The bill prohibiting Intramural Interments, and giving power to the Board of Health to buy up existing

cemeteries, to establish new ones, and (with due regard to individual feelings and -svishes) to regulate the

general management and espentUture of burials, has passed the House of Commons ^\'ithout any material

change. There has also been fairly brought before the country, in the form of detailed reports submitted to

the legislature, a scheme for the establishment of a Metropolitan Cattle-Market, advising the total extinction

of the ancient nuisances of Newgate and Smithfield ; and a project for the Supply of Water to the Metropolis
from the neighbourhood of Bagshot Heath, of which the realisation would jjlace Loudon, in respect to such

advantages, above every past or existing city in the ancient or modern world. But to these benefits and

promises of .social legislation, present or prospective, we have some imjsortaut set-offs to make in our record

of the month's proceedings. The bill to provide instruction for such of the poorer classes of the people in

England as are excluded from the advantages of all existing schemes of education, has been rejected by a very
large majority ; and a bill somewhat similar in its object -w-ith regard to Scotland, supported by the Free

Church, and having in view the relief of parochial schools from general Church control, and the nationalisation

(so to speak) of Scotch education, has been rejected by a verj' small majoritj'. These divisions indicate the

growing strength of a pai'ty which it somewhat misuses a noble historical name to call Puritan. To

"Compound for sins we are inclined (o

By diimninf^ those vre have no mind to,
Still so perverse and opposite
As if we ivorshipj) d Qodfor sj)iU

"'—
is to dishonom- by the mere pretence of imitation the stem self-denial of the enthusiasts of the seventeenth

century. They would not have voted with Lord Ashley to shut the post on a Sunday, yet hesitated with him
to put an mtordict on Simday travelling. They would not have struck from the poor all means of kindly and
needful communication with theij' friends for nearly a third of every week, yet left it as a privilege to the
rich to put carriages and messengei's into requisition at their pleasure. The complaint of the leading Sabbatarian

organ, that Lord Ashley's band of followers had been thinned by the attractions of Epsom, was an egregiously
simpleexposm-eofthereal tmthof the matter, side by side with that assumed cant of it which rules the outward
conduct of so many. But perhaps it will not ultimately be matter of regret that the chief experiment should
have been made, even at the cost of all the discomfort it involves, and thotigh it was clearly not the duty of a

government to have yielded to what they knew to be evil, on the surest calculation that good might come
of it. The House of Lords has meanwhile been emboldened to pass a bill for the prevention of Sunday trading,
which will deprive the poor man of all access to articles of food or domestic requirement on a Sunday, with
the exception of meat and fish up to nine o'clock for the fom- summer months, while it wUl insm-e to the
rich man a morning deliver}' at his own house, all the year round, of wliatever fish, meat, poultry, or game
he requires ;

which will fine or imprison a barber who shaves after ten o'clock in the morning, and similarly

punish a newsveudcr for selling auytlimg that is not stamped, while it overlooks the newsvender who sells

anything tliat is stamped, and leaves the publican and sinner to shave himsc!/ ii he can. But it is hardly con-

ceivable that a majority will be caught in tlie lower House for this ridicidous bill, even at the dangerous dinner-

hour—when small knots of conspirators carry questions by sudden storm, and ministers ai-e made to stand and
deliver on every conceivable subject, from stamp aots and triennial parliaments to letter-carriers and British

distillers.

The bill regulating the hours of Factory labour has passed the Commons unmutilated, and the Australian

bill has narrowly esctqied mutilation in the Lords, its most distinctive feature having been retauicd by an
infinitesimal majority. JTho County Courts bill has readied the upper house in too weakly a condition
to be able to make any verj' clfective stand against the fate whicli is said to await it there. Another important
measm-e has got into the clutches of a somewhat eciuivocal committee in their Lordships' house, and the

Bishop of Salisbury is doing his best to nulHfy the Manchester Rectory bill. AVe liavo also to record that the

Railway Audit bill, as amended by the Lords, has since been rejected by tlie Commons on the ground
of interference with privilege ; but, however unfortunate it may be that existing fiicUitics for fraud
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and evasion should continue imchecked any longer, the proposed bill was cumbrous and defective, and its

rejection is not to be deplored. The sin of modern legislation is the want of simplicity. The object proposed
in this Aiidit bill was missed in the machinery for efiecting it ; and hence generally comes that grievous
scandal of the modern statute-book, -which consists in its unending repetition of acts for the amendment of

other acts that had themselves amended previous amending enactments, and which threatens to make one
enormous pettifogging Nisi Priiis of the laws of this lawyer-iidden country. From the opeumg of the session

to the middle of the present month, no less than a hmidred and thirty-two bills had been under discussion in

the House of Commons, and not a few were measm-es of this kind.

Nor is it seldom that the bill amended would not be infinitely better without the bill amending it.

The last news from Ireland, for example, brings mention of a very important sale of encumbered estates

(in County Meath) realising upwards of sixty thousand pomids and an average of between eighteen and
nineteen yeara' purchase ; yet, on the same page whicli thus records the continued success of that admii-able

measui'e, we have also to mention a so-called improvement of it forced upon the Government by Lord West-

mcath, the effect of which, unless the House of Commons interfere, vsdll be to prevent the future sale of a

certain class of estates for less than fifteen years' jjurchaso. It was discussed amid such frantic complaints
of " confiscation

"

by the " encumbered
"
legislators of the Upper House, that Lord Carlisle had nothing for it

but to give way with signs of extreme reluctance. Meanwhile the terrible evil to which this measure is applying
the only sure (though a necessarily slow) remedj', has had one more illustration of a very appalling kmd, in the

deliberate murder during open day, and almost witliin sight of the inhabitants of a country village in Armagh,
of a land-agent remarkable for his harshness to the poor, who had been concerned in extensive evictions, and
whose last act had been to refuse with a curse the prayer of a poor widow, offering liim the last money
she could scrape together for a favour he set no store by, and was quite ready to give to any one but the

miserable \vi'etch in want of it. It seems strange to have to mention, in the presence of such facts as these,
two attempts by Irish members of the House of Commons, the one to effect what would be tantamount to a

repeal of the poor law, and the other to render more swift and stringent the law of eviction. Both were

happily defeated ;
but the existence of such desires and aims on the part of the landlord representatives of

Ireland may help to account for the uncontrollable vehemence with which the question of what is called

tenant-right continues to be agitated tliroughoiit the country, notwithstanding extreme and very absurd
differences among its advocates as to what is really intended by the expression. The Parliamentaiy Franchise

bill still lingers in the Lords
;
and in the Commons the Vice-royalty Abolition bill makes such feeble

progress, in spite of a feeble opposition, that it seems doubtful if the present session will see it passed.

Alarming reports have prevailed as to the rc-appeai'ance of the potato blight ; but, for the most part, these

would seem exaggerations, and already it is noticed that the blackening of leaves which had been mistaken
for the blight has yielded to the sunny wai'mth of the later days of the month. The promises of harvest

are everywhere abundant.
In England, too, where the weather has been sultry beyond precedent, the anticipations of harvest, the

state of the markets, and the last returns of exports and imports published by the Board of Trade, are of a

character by no means likely to fin'nish arguments for the restoration of protection. Yet the " farmer's

friends
"
have not been inactive ; either in the coiuitry, where parson M'Neill, of Liverpool, came vainly to

the rescue of the Chowlers and the Butts
;

or in the House of Commons, where a band of philanthro-

pical free traders came as vainly to the help of the Stanleys and Disraelis, on a motion which, if successful,
would have protected free labour as against slave-labour in sugar and coffee. Not inaptly have the protec-
tionists had some small glance of comfort, however, to set off against their ill success, in the shape of a hecr

report, from a committee of the House of Lords, proclaiming the scandalous mismanagement of many of the
free-trade beer-shops. But not a few of the conclusions come to in this report are confessedly exceptional,
and one or two statements of a different tendency ought to be coupled with our mention of them. One of

the witnesses examined, for instance, declared that lie had begun the business eighteen yeai's back with a

capital of a shilling, that he now drove a trade of some sixty barrels a month, that he attributed much of

his success to having never allowed swearing or smoking on his premises, and that he intends to retire from
business next year, and live m a part of the country

" where there ai'e no ill-conducted beer-houses." The same
witness protested that since Father Mathew visited London there had been more drinking tliau before he
came ; and with characteristic plain-speaking, undeterred by any fcaa' of seommg to speak with an interested

motive, Mr. BoT.iG.h added that there was a great deal of nonsense about the Reverend Father's preaching, for

that temperan<;e was a good, but tectotalism an evil, to the constitution
; seeing that temperate people will

drink a deal of beer, and " beer is vei-y strengthening." We should add, in connexion with this subject,
that its agitation has led to a somewhat lively attack on the monopoly of the brewing interest—the potentates
of the vat, who are accused of setting at defiance the most elementary maxim of fail' trade, by
refusing to adjust their selling prices to the reduced cost of their raw material. No matter what may be
the price of barley, they keep up the pi-ice of beer. A pot of porter or ale costs just as much, with

barley at twenty-two shillmgs, as when barley was fift3'-five ;
and the difl'erence which has brought down the

quartern loaf one half has made not the least difference to the autocrats of single and double X. Such is

the advantage of the wealthy brewer over the needy baker. The consumer of bread profits by his poor
tradesman, if the grower of com does not ; but neither the consumer of beer nor the grower of barley can

cope with the wealthy brewer. Free trade and abundance has taken five millions from the landlord, but
the brewer stojjs it in transitu, and pockets it

;
for to him still, as in the days of Tlirale and Johnson, the

boiler and vat are but another name for " the potcnti^ity of growing rich beyond the dreams of avarice."

Nevertheless farmers' friends seem to be in no mind to agitato this question. They express themselves fai-

more interested in the doings of Mr. Ferrand.
Mr. Busfield Ferrand has started a notable scheme of a Farmer's Wool and Flax Association, of which the

object is to crush the factories of the Manchester spinners by erecting a spinning-wheel in every cottage !

Wool and flax arc to be substituted for cotton ; and the execrable trade which has made Manclicstcr wliat it

is, b}^ annually consigning a hundred thousand beings to hopeless bondage, and by directly occasioning a

thousand murders a-day (we quote the cautious desciiption of the Ytious Standard, the organ of Lord Stanley's
government that is to be, and the trusted exponent of its opinions), is to be forthwith destroyed. But Mr.

Bright is apparently an obstinate man. He still thmks the article of cotton so likely to continue in request, that
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he has actually proposed a Commission for Inquiry whether a Supply might not be brought from India to

compete with tliat of the United States in the markets of Manchester ; to which the government has

responded by a negative.
For a very different object of inquiry new liope.s have arisen. The possible safety of Franklin has

been suggcstied by the report of the immense fields of cruslied ice now rife in the North Atlantic Ocean. It

is supposed that these vast fields are portions of the slowly released masses, the growth of many preceding
winters, which were first broken two winters ago by the strong south-west and soutlierly gales over all the
North Atlantic and North Pacific ;

but which, in consequence of their bulk and extent, were again condensed
before they coidd be fau-ly swept into the Atlantic, and thus offered continued obstruction to the release of

Franklin and his ship.s. Nor would this appear to be impossible, assuming detention in the ice to have
been the only danger, and that continued means of subsistence were accessible. Meanwhile the accidents

arising out of these floating masses of ice have been lamentable in the extreme,—a vast number of ships
having ]ierished, with the loss of more than a hundred thousand pounds in money, and, it is feared, some
hundreds of men,—but are very justly less an object of surprise and alarm than such incidents on a well-

known coast, m tranquil water, and under a clear summer sky, as the sudden ^^Teck of one of the Glasgow
and Liverpool steamers carr3'ing two hunib'cd souls. Inquiiy is instituted into this event, and proceedings
will be taken against the master and mate.

The Law Coiu'ts of the past month liave supplied fewer interesting or important ca.scs thaia usual ; but
rather a curious question has been tried in Dublin, where a verdict was given of which the effect is to

affirm the validity of a bill of exchange already declared a forger}' by an English jury, and which had

consigned a money-lender to transportation. The English Exchec^uer has distinguished itself by granting
Doctor Phil potts what the Queen's Bench and Common Pleas had successively refused, and, on the ground
that it would be able to give judgment sooner after heai'uig the arguments on a rule than if it had no

arguments to hear, has consented to a rule Nisi. This is doiibtless some comfort for the Bishop under
the defeat of his brother of London's bill in the Lords, which woidd fain have re-established, in the nine-

teenth century, spiritual pretensions and spiritual tribu.nals scouted m the seventeenth centui-y by every
intelligent Englishman. Another good act of then- Lordships deserves praise, as the first instance of then"

gi-antiug a full divorce upon a petition in forma pauperis ; but we have, as usual, to record legal proceed-

ings less consonant with the sjjhit of the age, of which an instance offers itself in a bequest of money for

an essay on natural theology, declared void on the ground of its not recognising formal Christianity. Perhaps
this should be the place for noticing the sudden eruption of a sort of civd war between her Majesty's Cus-
toms and the London Dock Companies, originating in what are alleged to be unfair demands made by the
Customs on the Companies for duties on goods already nassed. Not only would her Majesty's Commis-
sioners have their due payment on barrels of sugai', but a fresh payment on the sweepings thereof, before those

undergo the metempsychosis of lollypop or hard-bake. Our summary must not conclude without a mention
of two strange arrivals that have furnished very notable attraction during the month to all kinds of sight-

seeing people. A young Hippopotamus of more than ordinary ugliness from the Seventh Cataract, has
divided interest and curiosity with a mission of more than Oriental magnificence from the. most distant

frontier of India.

NARRATIVE OF PARLIAMENT AND
POLITICS.

On the 30th of May Lord Brougham called the atten-

tion of the House of Lords to a matter of Privilege.
An article had appeared in the Globe and subsequently
in the Daily News

, contaiuing absurd mis-statements

respecting his conduct in the Earl of Lincoln's divorce

case. He had filed an affidavit witli a view to a crimi-

nal information against the Globe, but the proprietor
had since made a sulfioicnt explanation and apolog}'. In

regard to the Daily News, he shoidd take till the nc.\.t

day to consider whether he should move that the printer
be called to the bar. [On the following evening his

lordship took no notice of the subject.]
On Friday the 31st Earl Grey moved the second

reading of the Atisfralian Culunics Bill, overruling Eai'l

Fitzwilliam's wish to postpone it on accomit of the very
thin attendance. The motion was not opposed ; but
several peers objected to particular points of the Irill,

especially the adoption of a single legislative chamber,
instead of two separate chambers.
On Monday the 3rd inst. the Bishop of LosDON moved

the second reading of his bill for providing A New Court

of Appeal in cases involving questions of Heresy. He
explained that his supposed court was to consist of the
bench of bishops, who were to be summoned whenever
a case turning upon doctrinal points came before the
Judicial Conunitti^e of the Privy Council, and their

decision, as reported to the Committee of Council, was
to govern the judgment of that body. He supported
his measure by precedents and analogies ; referring par-

ticularly to the courts of law, who remitted questions
beyond their own immediate knowledge to arbitrators

professionally qualified to deteriniue tliem. These were
questions so new to a lay tribanal that its members
could not even understand the terms in which they were
couched, while a prelate of the church would consider

them as the mere alphabet of theology. He concluded,
with great solemnity and much emotion, by a devout

aspiration that the House might be guided to a right
conclusion.—The Marquis of L.-vxsdowne considered
the measure as perilous at the present moment, besides

being objectionable in principle. It violated the pre-
rogative of the Crown, which from time immemorial had
been the final court of appeal in all cases, besides being
the supreme head of the Cliurch. There was no occa-

sion ft)r a new tribunal in matters of doctrine ; the Judi-
cial Committee of Council covdd only have to decide
whether a certain doctrine was tliat of the Cliurch, and
this fact they were as competent to decide as the Court
of Chancery to decide on a point of chemical science.

Suppose the bishops were to decide by a bare majority,
this would create instead of allaj-ing controversy. Ho
was, however, prepared to recommend that all the

bisliops should be dejtire members of the JuiUeial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council, and that no cUssentci', in

that committee, sliould sit on ecclesiastical questions.—
Lord Brough.vii opposed the bill, but suggested that a
committee of bisliops might bo appointed, which should

report their opinions on such questions ; those ojjinions
not to be binding, but to be of the natm-e of aid or
advice.—Lord Stanley denied that the bdl interfered

with the ])rerogative of the C'rowii. He should support
the second reading, though he desired the measure to bo

modified, so as to malce the bishops a court of arbiters in

matters of doctrine, in the same manner as the judges
are in matters of law.—The bill was supported by Lord

Ecdcsdale, Lord Lyttelton, and the Bishop of Oxford
;

and was ojiposed by the Bishop of St. David's. Lord

Campbell, the Earl of Chichester, and the Eai-1 of Car-
lisle. On the division the second rcathng was negatived

by 81 to 51.

On Thursday the 6th, the Jlarquis of L.iNSDOWNE
moved the second reading of the Irish Parliamcntar;/
Electors Bill. A desultory discussion of some length
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ensued, in which objections were made to the details of

the bill, but it was read a second time without a division.

Several questions having been put to ministers, on

Friday the 7th, respecting the Expedition from America

against Cuba, Lords Lansdovvne and Gkey said, that

it had been fitted out in defiance of the express prohibi-
tion of the American Government

;
but they declined to

state whether any instructions had been sent to the

commander of the British nav;il force on the station.

The second reading of the Encumbered Estates Act
Ame?idment (Ireland) Bill was moved on Monday the

10th, by Lord Westmeath, who explained that its

object was to fix 15 years' purchase as the minimum
price below which no man's property should be sold

under the act oi last session, which he called a measure
of confiscation ;

and also to exempt from the operation
of that act estates which were only slightly encumbered.
The motion was supported by the Duke of Richmond
and the Earl of Glengale

;
the latter, however, vehe-

mently denounced the whole measure, as being designed
merely "to uphold some dirty theory of the Manchester
School." The Earl of Carlisle, on the part of the

government, objected to a measure which would cripple
the operation of the existing statute, but afterwards
W'ithdrew his opposition to the second reading of the bill,

in order that it might go down to the House of Commons
where it might be discussed in ;oujunction with another
bill on the same subject, brought in by the Solicitor-

General. The bill was accordingly read a second time.—
The committal of the Australian Colonies Bill was

opposed by Lord Brougham and the Bishop ofOxford
;

the former moved that certain petitioners against the
bill should be heard by counsel at the bar

;
the latter,

that the bill should be referred to a select committee.
Both motions were negatived ;

the first by 33 to 25, the
second by 34 to 2L
On Tuesday the 11th, the house went into committee

on the above bill. Lord Monteagle again brought
forward the question of single or double chambers, by
moving, as an amendment to the first clause, that there
should be a legislative counoll and a representative
assembly, in each of the colonies of New South Wales
and Victoi'ia. After a discussion containing a repetition
of the old arguments on both sides, the amendment was

rejected by 22 to 20. The Bishop of Oxford also

revived the ecclesiastical question previously disposed of,

by moving the insertion of a clause enabling the Church
of England in the colonies to lay down rules for its own
internal government ;

but he withdrew his motion on an
assurance that the government would inquire into the
matter.
On Thursday, the 13th, Lord Mokteagle moved for

copies of official documents respecting the issue of a
Commission of Inquiry as to the Universities of Oxford
and Cambridr/e.—He apprehended that the commission

might interfere with improvementsnow in contemplation,
and complained of tlie course adopted without prcvioxis
communication with the authorities of the universities.—The Earl of Carlisle said there was no objection to
the production of the papers ;

and that the total absence
of any hostile spirit on the part of the government
would be shown by the nomination of the commis-
sioners, who should be members attached to the

universities, and able to co-operate beneficially with
their o-\vn members.—Lord Brougham objected to the
commission in toto, and expressed astonishment at the
letter which had appeared from Prince Albert, who, he
said, had been placed in a false position by the mistaken
zeal of his friends. The head of an university ought not
to be connected with the Crown, and the Prince had
fallen into the mistake of supposing that the royal com-
mission spoke the sense of the parliament, a natural
mistake for those who had lived in foreign countries
where the legislature and the sovereign were one

;
but

the royal commission would speak the sense of the

Crown, and not at all that of the parliament.^Thc
Duke of Wellington- expressed his satisfaction with
Lord Carlisle's explanation of the way in which the
commission was to bo nominated, though he did not
consider the measure necessary or desirable. The
papers were ordered.
The consideration, in committee, of the Australian

Colonies Bill was resumed on Friday, the lith. Lord

Stanley objected to the 30th clause, which empowers
the Queeu in council to establish a General Assembly of

the Australian Colonics, on petition hy two or more of

them ;
and moved the omission of that clause and the sub-

sequent clauses depending on it.—Lord Grey defended
the principle of the clause, but intimated, that in

conscqiience of objections lately urged, he had prepared
an amendment to the effect that the general colonial

legislature so constituted should be "
only for certain

purposes." Lord St.\nley''s amcudmentwas negatived
by 23 to 22

;
and Lord Grey then introduced his

amendment, the discussion of which was postponed.
—

Lord Brougham withdrew his Court of Clianccry
Appeal Bill, on account of the difficulties at present
attending the arrangement of the duties of the Great
Seal. He besoxight the government to proceed delibe-

rately in their intended measure on this subject.
On Monday the 17th the expected debate of Lord

Stanley's motion on the Greek Question attracted an
unusual attendance both of peers and strangers. Before
the business of the house began Lord Brough.^m
suddenly started up with an excited air, and said, that

he had given notice that no person, peer or commoner,
had a right to sit in the peeresses' gallery, but that a

gentleman was now sitting there, and that, if he did not

come down, he (Lord Brougham) would move the

enforcement of the rules of the house. The gentleman's
conduct (he added) was the more intolerable, as he had

already excluded two peeresses, though he had a place

assigned to him in the house. This objurgation, which

produced much laughter, was levelled at the Chevalier

Bunscn, who, with two ladies, was sitting in the peeresses*

gallery, and kept his seat apparently unaware that he
was the object of remark. Lord Brougham then
hastened across the house and desired the usher of the

black rod to " take him out." Sir A. Clifford went into

the gallery, and immediately the Chevalier Bunscn rose

and quitted it with his companions. This unpleasant
scene over. Lord Stanley' proceeded to move his reso-

lution. It was :

" That while the hoiisc fully recog-
nises the right and duty of government to secure to Her

Majesty's subjects residing in foreign states the full

protection of the laws of those states, it regrets to find,

by the correspondence recently laid upon the table by
Her Majesty's command, that various claims against
the Greek government, doubtful in point of justice or

exaggerated in amount, have been enforced by coercive

measures directed against the commerce and people of

Greece, and calculated to endanger the continuance of

our friendly relations with other powers." Lord

Stanley svipported his motion at great length ; entering

minutely into the merits of the various causes of ciuarrel
with the Greek government, which he maintained were

paltry and contemptible ; tracing the history of the

negotiation between the governments, of our hostile

measures of coercion, of the kindly mediation of

France and our ungracious reception of it ; blaming
Lord Palmerston's negligence in not apprising Mr. Wyse
of the convention which had been made in London ;

and

accusing the government, through its foreign minister,
of having insisted on exorbitant demands, oppressed the

weak, and endangered the peace of Europe.—The

Marquis of Lansdovvne defended the government. He
maintained that it was the right and the duty of the

British government to protect its subjects resident in

foreign countries
;
and brought forward a great many

instances in which the British government had done so.

It was no objection to the principle of a claim that it

was urged in favour of an un\\orthy claimant, or that

its amount was small
;
the most paltrj' amount might

involve a principle of the highest importance. As

regarded the dispute with France, Mr. Wyse had given

explanations which showed that it was physically

impossible that he could have had any knowledge of

the terms of the London convention at the time that

he was proceeding to enforce the arrangement entered

into by himself; but a desire to return to the terms of

the London convention was felt on both sides, and, as

far as possible, those terms would be made the subject
of a treaty. The resolution was supported by the Earl

of Aberdeen, the Earl of Cardigan, Viscount Canning,
the Earl of Hardwicke, and Lord Brougham: Lord

Ward, Lord Beaumont, and Lord Eddisbury defended
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the government. The resolution was carried by 169 to

132; a majority of 37 against the government.
Tlie Ii-isli Encumbered Estates Bill was read a third

time on Tuesday the 18th. The Marquis of Westmeath
moved the addition of a elause restricting the com-
missioners from selling any estate iov less than fifteen

years' purchase. It was opposed by the Earl of Carlisle,
and supported by Earl Fitzwilliam, the Earl of Strad-

broke, and Lord Stanley. On a division it was carried

against ministers by 32 to 30. Another clause, to

protect from arrest the proprietors of encumbered
estates during the legal formalities preliminary to sale,

was moved by the Marquis of Westme.yth, and carried

without a division, the Earl of Carli.slo merely express-

ing his disapprobation of it. The bill then passed.
On Friday the 21st Lord Brougham stated that he

and other lawyers had grave doubts whether, by law,
the Crown was able to give the directions, in reference

to Sunday Labour in the Post OJflcc, which the address

from the House of Commons had prayed. The Marquis
of Lansdowxe said that the point should receive serious

consideration.—-The Marquis of L.^nsdowne moved for

the appointment of a committee to take into considera-

tion the accommodation of the diplomatic body as

visitors of the house. After some explanations from
Lord Brougham, and remarks from Lord Grey and
otlier peers, the motion was agreed to.

Tlie matter of the Neu: Post Office Regidations
was brought forward on Monday the 2-lth by Lord

Brougham, who insisted forcibly on the hardship and
inconvenience they produced.—Tlie Marquis of Laxs-
Dow.NE said that the Crown liad the power to make
regulations as to the transmission of letters, though he
feared that the new scheme would tend greatly to the

desecration of the sabbath.
On Tuesday the 2oth, on the presentation of a petition

against the Post Office regulations. Lord Brougham
recurred to the subject. lie liad received a letter from
a manufacturer who stated that his waggoner was killed

on his road liome to Derby on Saturday last, and in

consequence of the recent postal arrangement he could

not ascertain wliether any goods had been stolen from
his waggon without sending special messengers to

Birmiugliam, ]Manchester, and other towns where it

had stopped. Therefore, in this ease, instead of sending
letters quietly through the Post Office, this gentleman
had been obliged to send men, wlio, of course, could

not go to church, and the consequence was a greater
desecration of the sabbath. The day before yesterday
the sabbath had been compulsorily broken in every
part of the kingdom. All over England this breach of

the sabbath was going on, because the Post Office would
not employ a few clerks on Sundays. In Liverpool,
for instance, where commercial intelligence was of the

highest importance, fifty or sixty clerks might be des-

patched by the railroad to obtain intelligence which

might easily have been transmitted by letter, with the

employment of only five or six persons.

The intended Resignation of Lord Chancellor Cotton-
ham was announced by Lord John llu.s.sri.L, in the
House of Commons on the Tuesday the 2uth of May.
His Lordship added that any person accepting the great
seal must take it subject to the decision of parlianrent
with respect to the amount of pension. As to the sepa-
ration of the judicial and political functions of the office,
that was a subject which required very serious considera-

tion.—Mr. Miles moved a resolution that the govern-
ment should take immediate steps to forward the

emigration of orphan girls, inmates of Avorkhouses in

England and Wales, to Australia as apprentices.—
Mr. Stafford moved, as an amendment, the substitution

of the United Kingdom for "
England and Wales," on

the ground that such steps would be peculiarly beneficial

to Ireland.—Mr. Hawes objected on the grounds, first,

that there was no longer the same demand as Ibrmerly
for female servants in the colonies, and next, that
the available fund was too small. The discussion was

proceeding when the house was counted out.

On Thursday the 30th the Commons met at 12 o'clock
f )r the first time in their Ncio House. The sitting

being experimental, no important business was done.—

At the evening sitting, in the old chamber. Lord
Ashley brouglit forward his motion for the suppression
of Sunday Labour in the Post Office. Admitting tliat a

good deal had already been done,' he explained his object
to be that all the provincial towns should be placed on the
same footing as the Metropolis. He had no de.sire to
interfere with the passenger traffic on Sunday ;

all ho
wished was to stop the transmission of the mail bags.

—
Tlie motion was opposed by the Chancellor of the

Exchequer, who observed that it was a curious illus-

tration of the way in which subjects were sometimes
taken xxp in England, that the measure which had
caused all the agitation had, by temporarily employing
25 clerks in addition to the 27 previously employed on
Sunday, relieved 8000 persons from all Sunday work,
which would interfere with their religious duties. He
conceived that what had been done sliould be accepted
as a pledge of still further reduction, and would make
every inquiry into its practieabiUty. But he believed
that the proposed change would produce much hardship
to the great majority of the people, especially the poor,
who have not the means to command express trains,
electric telegraphs, and other expedients for speedy
communication. The motion was carried by 93 to 68.
On Friday the 31st, Sir Edward Buxton moved a

resolution " that it is unjust and impolitic to expose the

free-grown sugar of the British Colonies and possessions
to unrestricted competition with the sugar of slave-

trading countries." He took a review of the combined
eft'ect which negro emancipation, with the successive
measures for throwing open the sugar trade, have had
on the economic and social state of the West Indies ;

and contended that the steady and progressive increase
of the trade of Cuba and Brazil, in consequence of the

advantage of slave labour, is crushing the prosperity of
our own colonics. To suppress the slave-trade had been
found impossible, and the only protection for our
colonies was the imposition of difterential duties
on foreign sugar.

—Mr. Hume apprehended that the
evil lay in the difficulties interposed bj' the British

government to an adequate supply of free labour for

our colonies from Africa and other places ;
and moved

an amendment to that cfi'ect.—Colonel TiioMFSOx sup-
ported the original motion, in which he saw nothing
inconsistent with the principle of free trade.—Mr. James
Wilson denied that our recent free-trade legislation had
done any injury to our colonies, and contended that,
since that legislation, the production of sugar had in-

creased in our own colonies at a greater rate tlian in

Brazil or Cuba.—Mr. E. H. Stanley (the son of Lord

Stanley) in a maiden speech, much complimented for

ability, described, from his own personal observation,
the desolate state of the West India colonies, and
ascribed their condition to their inability to contend
v,ith slave-holding countries.—Sir J. Pakington and
Mr. Gladstone supported the motion ; and the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Hutt, and Lord Palmcrston,
opposed it. On the division, it was negatived by 275
to 231.

The Metropolitan Interments Bill was considered in

committee on ^Monday the 3rd of June, a discussion

having been previously raised on a motion by Mr. Lacy
that the bill should be referred to a select committee.
This motion was supported by the metropolitan members,
who, however, exjjrossed approbation of the principles
of the measure

;
but the jircvailing opinion was that

the details of the bill could be best amended in a com-
mittee of the whole liouse.—Sir R. Peel, supporting
this opinion, enlivened the debate by a joke, "If the
bill were sent to a select committee, it would be one of
the most extraordinary cases of E.rtra-mural Liternient

ever heard of."—Mr. Laey's motion was lost by 159
to 57, and the house went into committee.—On clause 2,

Mr. DuxcoMRE (whose appearance in the house for the

first time since his long illness was hailed with accla-

mations) moved the omission of that and several of the

clauses, for the substitution of i)rovisions giving to the

parish authorities of certain districts powers which, as

the bill stood, would be given to tlie board__of health.
This amendment was negatived by 135 to 57, and Mr.
Duncombe intimated that he would not otl'er any
further opposition. The clauses up to 18 were then

agreed to.
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Resohitions respecting tte Irish Poor Law were
moved on Tuesday the 4th, hy Mr. French. They
were, in substance, that no permanent S)"Steni of poor
relief in Irehmd can he heneficial unless founded on a

strict application of in-door relief; that vice-nuardians
are unconstitutional; that the present administration
of the poor is extravagant and demoralising ;

and that
it is unjust to throw the chief burden on one kind of

property.
—In his statements as to the evils caused by

the present working of the poor law he wa.s sup-
ported by Lord N.i_.\s, who described the demoralisation
in the Irish workhouses as frightful. There are 119,000
children undergoing contamination by being mixed
with a concourse including the most abandoned of each
sex. In the South Dublin union, a multitude of yoiuig
girls are thus drafted among a crowd of able-bodied
women who are almost all prostitutes. They arc

necessarily perverted, and soon enter a vicious course,
which keeps them travelling in a perpetual circle from
the workhouse to the brothel and from the brothel to

the workhouse. It is enough to bring a curse upon the

country.
—Sir W. Somerville affirmed that the recent

introduction of out-door relief had been necessary to

prevent the people from perishing of famine, and
vindicated the vice-guardians from the charge of
mal-administration and extravagance.—The resolutions,
after being supported by Colonel Dimno and Mr.
O 'Flaherty, and opposed by Mr. AV. Sharman Crawford
and !Mr. Poulett Scrope, were negatived hy 90 to Cio.

The debate on the secoird reading of Mr Fox's
Education Bill, adjourned from the 17th of April, was
resumed on "Wednesday, the 5th. Jlr. Axstey sup-
ported the principle of the bill, without jjledging himself
to the details.—Mr. II. Duummond drew a somewhat
subtle distinction between education and in.strnetion.

Secular instruction might he given by the state, but
education—the drawing forth of that which is good, and
the non-drawing forth of that which is evil—is a woi"k
for the parents while the child is young, and afterwards
for the Church.—JMr. Page Wood took a review of
what had been done by the Church in the cause of
education

; and, from what tlie Church had already
done, he inferred that she was worthy to retain the
trust.—Tslv. Milner Gmsox contended that if school
attendance was made compulsory upon persons emploj-ed
in factories, schools ought to be provided at the public
expense, open to all religious denominations. The bill

did not interfere witli the present machinery for

religious education. No less than ten millions was
annually spent in England on what was called religious
education—t'viee as much as in any other country. The
bill did not touch this enormous sum, so that religious
education was amply provided for

;
and what Mas now

asked was provision for secular instruction within the
reach of the people. Secular instruction was not the

province of the Church
;

if it were, what a reproach
would it be to the Church that forty in the hundred of
the adult population of England and AVales could not
^vrite their names in the marriage registers !

—]Mr. Fox
summed up the debate, and rejjlicd to several misrepre-
sentations of the nature and objects of the measui'e. On
a division, tlie bill was thrown out by 287 to 58.
On Monday, the 6th, the house went into committee

on the Factories Bill. The proceedings were almost
confined to the discussion of an amendment on the first

clause, moved by Mr. Elliot, to the effect of legalising
relays, provided that young persons and females should
not be employed for more than ten hours daily, between
half-past eight in the morning, and half-past eight in
the evening, and provided that the relays should he
absent from the factory for not less than three consecu-
tive hours.—Sir G. Grey opposed the amendment as

contrary to the whole spirit of the bill.—Jlr. Edw.\hds
charged Lord Ashley, "the Champion of the Opera-
tives," with ha\'ing abandoned their cause by concurring
in the government measure.—Lord Ashley replied,
with great earnestness,

"
I never considered myself as

their champion, but I did consider myself their friend;
and I declare before God, that I have do-ie that which
appeared to mc to be the best for their interests

;
and

every successive hour, and all the intelligence I receive,
convince me that, by God's blessing, I have been
enabled to judge aright. I may be permitted to state,

solemnly and before this august assembly, that I have
sacrificed to them almost everything that a public man
holds dear to him

;
and now I have concluded by giving

them that which I prize most of all— I have even
sacrificed for them my reputation."—After some further

debate, the amenduient was rejected by 246 to 45.—-Lord
Ashley moved another amendment on the same clause,
to the effect of giving children of tender yeare the same
protection as that enjoyed by ad^ilt females and young
persons, namely, that they were to work only from six

to six o'clock.—This amendment was also negatived by
102 to 72, and the remaining clauses were agreed to.

The Metropolitan Interments Bill was then resvimed
in committee, and clauses, up to the 23rd, were agreed
to. The principal points on which the discussion
turned were

;
the power to remove bodies from the pre-

sent burial-grounds with or without the consent of the

incumbent, and subject or not snbject to payment of
fees ; the suspicious absence of any schedule of fees in
the bill, and the backwardness of government to give
any pledge as to the amo\int of fees

;
and on the proper

width of the space, or belt, which should be drawn
round the cemeteries, and whereon no house may be
built. Lord John Russell deprecated the fixing of a
schedule of fees without further experience. It was at

last agreed that the fixing of the fees shall be left to the
board of health, subject to the approval of the secretary
of state.

On Friday the 7th, Lord John Russell announced
that the Lord Chancellor intended to resign as soon as

he had disposed of the causes heard hy him
;
and that

he (Lord J. Russell) had advised the Crown to put the

great seal in commission.—Further progress was made
in committee with the Metropolitan Interments Bill,
the clauses up to 30 having Ix^en agreed to.

Her Majesty's answer to the address on the subject of

Sunday LaboJir in the Post Office was communicated to

the house on IMonday the 10th by Sir G. Grey. It was
as follows :

— ' '
I have received your address, praying

that the transmission and delivery of letters may in
future entirely cease on Sunday in all parts of the king-
dom ; also, that inquiry may be made as to how for,
without injury to the public service, the transmission of
the mails on the Lord's Day might be diminished or

entirely suspended : and, in compliance with your
request, I shall give directions accordingly."

— Lord
John Russell afterwards announced that no exception
would be made in favour of foreign correspondence, it

being the intention of government comjiletely to carry
out the vote.

The grant for the Ne^D Hot(ses of Parliwmetit then
came under consideration. Mr. IIu.me moved that the
amount should be 100,610/. instead of 103,610/. ;

his

object being, by this retrenchment of 3000/., to put an
end for the present to the proceedings of the committee
of taste, and prevent any further expenditure on pic-
tures before they knew the cost of completing what was
useful and substantial. He C(miplained of the enormous
expense created by incessant alterations, which had
swelled the original estimate of 707,000/. into two mil-
lions.—The motion M'as opposed by Sir C. Wood and
by Sir R. Peel, who taxed jSIr. Hume with ha^-ing
himself been one of the main suggesters of the altera-

tions of which he now complained ;
and made good his

charge to some extent hy reference to parliamentary
documents, amid loud laughter.

—Mr. Osborne sup-
ported the motion, observing that the house shoiild be
finished first and adorned afterwards. His opposition to

the sum proposed to be granted for Mr. Landseer's pic-
tures was grounded on his respect for that artist, and
his unwdlingness to see his woi'ksin so had a position.

—
Sir R. Peel explained that the place intended for those

pictures had been assigned with the full concuiTcncc of
Mr. Landseer himself.—Lord John Russell defended
all the parties concerned in the new building, and
opposed the motion, which was negatived by 144 to 62.—
Mr. Hume then moved for a select committee, which
after a short discussion was rejected by 85 to 55.

The Irish Lord Lieutenancy Abolition Bill, on the

question of its second reading, was warmly opposed by
several Irish memljtrs, Mr. Grattan, INIr. G. A. Hamil-
ton, Mr. Maurice O'Connell, Colonel Dumic, and Mr.
Grogan, who reiterated objections previously made to
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the measure. It was supported by Mr. Roebuck, and
I^ord John Ilussell, and the debate was adjourned to

Monday following.
On Tuesday the 11th, the house -went into committee

on the Mctropoli/an Interments BUI. Ou the reading
of the 3'2ud clause, which prOTidcs compensation to the

clergy for the lo.ss of their present fees. Sir Benjamin
Hall complained that in some pari.shcs the clergy made
a traffic of tlieir burial grounds, and supported his com-

plaint by some remarkable statements.
" He would

take the case of St. Giles's-in-the-Ficlds as an instance.

What had been the conduct of the clergyman there ?
—

a clergynran, too, who was very well oif, for he had
1000^. a year as Canon of St. Paul's, in addition to 987/.

as rector of St. Giles's. It had been the practice there
to make a feint of covering the coffin whilst the mourners
were present ; but as soon as they were gone, the body
and coffin were taken up, the head of the deceased was
severed from his body, and cast into a hole, in order that

putrefaction may speedily set in. This was done in

order to affitrd niorc ground for burials, and to bring
fees to tlie clergyman. In 1846, there were but 896
deaths in St. Giles's, yet there were 2,3'2.3 burials ; in

18-17, there were 1,298 deaths, and 2,877 burials ; in 1848

there were 1,111 deaths, and 3,578 burials; and in the

half-year of 1849, there were 571 deaths, and no fewer
Ulan 3,423 burials ; making altogether 3,876 deaths,
and 12,221 burials in tlic course of tlu-ee and a half years.
The bod}' and coffin were wheeled away in a wheel-
barrow ; the head was severed from the body and thrown
into a vault. Yet tliis man had the assurance to state

in his evidence that the cemeteries of St. Pancras were
in a satisfactory condition. He had a sort of .square in

the burial-ground where the more wealthy class of per-
sons were interred ; from whom he of course obtained a

higher fee. All these abominations occurred not only
under his own jurisdiction, but he had joined with him
another clergyman as his soxton—a man who was first a

soldier, then a parson, then a pextou, and afterwards,
in the natural course of things, an undertaker and stone

mason."—Sir G. Grey felt assured that the clergyman.
Dr. Tyler, could not have any connexion with such

doings. Mr. Wakley confirmed Sir B. Hall's state-

ment ; but he believed that Dr. Tyler was not aware at

the time of wliat had been going on, for the funeral ser-

vice was performed by the reverend sexton. The
committee proceeded through the bill as far as clause 53
inclusive.

Lord Na.vs moved that the house should go into com-
mittee to consider the present mode of levj'iug the Duty
on Home-made Spirits in Bond. He pointed out the

imfairness of the present mode of levying, which,
assessing the dutj' on home spirits as they are made,
allows nothing for waste and leakage, as in the case of

colonial spirits, Avhich pay duty on the quantity
measured when taken out of bond. Mr. Wilson and
Sir Charles Wood opposed the motion as disturbing the

.settlement of those duties made in 1846 ; but it was
carried by 85 to 53, leaving the ministiy in a minority,
a result which drew loud cheers from the opposition.
The house then resolved into conunittee, and resolutions

in accordance with the previous vote were passed without
further discussion.

Lord JocELYN moved for papers respecting the pro-

posed Ttailway hetioeen Madras andAreot, and enlarged
on the importance of faciUtating railway communication
in luilia. The papers were ordered.

Inmoving the second reading of tlie Court of Chancenj
Silt, on "iVeduesday tlie 12th, Mr. TuiixEli, cxplaiued
its objects and provisions. Instead of the present pro-

ceedings in tlie Court of Chancery, it provided that if

the parties should concur in stating the question in the
form of a special case, upon which the matter at issue

should be heard and at once decided ; tliis would do

away Avith bill, answers, inquiries in the m;ister's office,

and all the load of prclimmary proceedings. The
second branch of the bill gave protection to executors
and tr\iste('S, mIio, under the existing practice, after

honestly fultilling their trusts, and paying over the
residue to the legatees, might nevertheless be sued at

the end of twenty, or even forty years, by persons having
interest under a settlement.—Some remarks, generally
favourable to the bill, were made by the Solicitob.

General and Mr. Page Wood, and the bill was read a
second time.

On Thursdaj' the 13tli, the Count// Courts E.ctensiou

Bill was considered in committee. On tlie motion of
the Attorney-Gbneiial, clauses were added to the

following effect :
—That the deputy judge shall not

practise in districts where he acts as deinity ; that the

defendant may agree with the plaintitl' about the debt,
and enter a written agreement of the amount of the

debt, on which the judge may adjudicate in the
same manner as if he had tried the ca.se iii open
court

;
that the clerk of each county court may select

a jui'y when required, from a list of persons assessed for

the poor at a rental of 20/.
;

that the treasury may
have the power of ordering the judges, clerks, and
other officers, to be paid by salai'ies instead of fees; also

a clause to the efl'ect that if a plaiutiti" or his attorney do
uot appear on the day of hearing, costs may be awarded
to the defendant for his trouble.—A clause, proposed by
Mr. Crowder, to give the right of appeal in all cases

exceeding 20/., was rejected by 108 to 25.

Mr. EwART moved the committal of the Public
Libraries and Museums Bill.—Colonel Sibthoup said

that he would much rather support a bill to encourage
the amusements of peg-top, foot-ball, and cricket, and
moved that the bill be committed that day six months.
After much desidtory talk the amendment was negatived
by 87 to 21, and the house went into committee, but
the chairman reported progress without any progress

having been made.—The Marriayes Bill was then pro-
ceeded A\-ith in conunittee, and the clauses were agreed
to. Some debate took place ou a motion by Colonel

Chattertox that the bill should not extend to Ireland,
which was rejected by 132 to 114.

The Factor
ij Bill, as amended m the committee, came

under consideration on Friday the 14th. Lord Ashley
moved a clause to prevent the labour of children from

being taken at any other tune of the day than between
six in tlie morning and six in the evoniug.

—This amend-
ment was resisted by Sir G. Grey on the ground that

the bill did not relate to the labour of children ; by Mr.
Bright on the ground that it would throw great masses
of children out of employment; and by Mr. HujiE on
the ground that it would interfere with machinery and

capital.
— It was supported by Iilr. Edwards, Lord R.

Grosvenor, and Mr. W. J. Pox; and negatived by a

majority of one, the numbers being 160 to 159.—Lord
John ISlANXEliS moved another amendment, to the cii'ect

of restricting the labour of all hands to ten hours daily.
After a debate of some length, in which the amendment
was opposed principally by Sir G. Grey and Lord John

Ru.ssell, it was negatived by 187 to 142.

On Monday the 17th, the adjourned debate on the

Abolition of the Lieutenancy of Ireland was resumed
and concluded.—Sir R. Peel expressed his willingness
to support the measure as an experiment, though he
had doubts as to its benefleial results. He advised the

home secretary to take upon himself the functions of the

proposed secretaryship for Ireland.—Mr.NAl'iERopposed
the bill, and said that Sir R. Peel's objections to the

measure ought to have induced him to vote against the

second reading of the bill, instead of for it.—Sir George
Grey thouglit it desirable that the whole business of

the secretary of state for home affairs should be

managed by" one man, and that the time might come
when" such an arrangement could be made, as in the

ease of Scotland, wliieh for many years had a separate

secretary of state; but this could not be accomplished
at present.-

—Mr. SnElL approved of the aboUtion of the

vice-royalty, but contended that the government of

Ireland ought not to be absorbed in the home office.

The other speakers in favour of the bill were Mr. Sadleir,

Lord Naas, and Cohmel Thompson ; against it, 31r.

Roche, Mr. ^Sl'CuUivgh, and Mr. Butler.' The second

reading was carried by '295 to 70.

On Tuesday the 18tli, Mr. Bright moved an address

to the Crown, praying for the appointment of a com-

mission to inquire into the means of promoting an

mcrcased growth of Cotton in India. He observed

that the cotton trade employed nearly two millions

of British population, and had a greater capital en-

gaged in it than any other trade in the United King-
dom

;
that India was peculiarly calculated for the
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growth of cotton, and tliat a judicioais cultivation of

it would confer ininieuse advantages both on India

and Great Britain.—Mr. IMilner Ginsox seconded the

motion, which was supported by Sir E. Colchrook and
INIr. G. Thompson ;

and opposed by Sir John Hobhousc,
Sir James Hogg, Mr.Newdegate, and Colonel Sibthorp.
Mr. Bright withdrew the motion, conceiving that he had

gained liis object by the public attention being drawn to

the subject.
INIr. FoRSTER moved for leave to bring in a bill to

repeal so much of the Post Office Acts as prohibit the

transmission of letters on Sundays otherwise than

through the Post Office. He observed that while the Post
Office performed the duty, the restriction was necessary
to protect the revenue, but that, the duty being no

longer performed, the restriction ought to cease.—The
CuAXCKLLOR of the ExcHEauEU and Lord John Rus-
sell opposed the motion, which was negatived without
a division.

On Wednesday the 19th, Mr. Sotiierox moved the
second reading of the Friendly Societies Bill, the object
of which is to consolidate the laws relative to these

societies, and to give the members a control over their

own funds, and protection against fraud. Some remarks
were made by various members, all favourable to the

bill, which was read a second time.

The School Establish inents (Scotland) Bill was thrown
out on the second reading by 100 to 94. It was supported
by Lord Melgund and Mr. Fox Maule, but successfullj'

opposed by Sir George Clark, Mr. Oswald, and Mr. C.

Bruce, as interfering with the old established system of

parochial schools.

On Thursday the 20tli, Mr. RoEBrcK put the question
to Lord John Russell whether the government would
adopt any special course of conduct in consequence of the
resolution passed in the House of Lords on the Greek
Question.-—Lord John Rvssell had proceeded a little

way in his answer, when he was called to order by
Mr. D'IsR.\ELi, who said that a simple question had
been asked, but the noble lord instead of giving a simple
answer was entering upon a discussion.—Lord John
Russell replied that the question was a very general
one, and that he must cither make such a statement as

should explain the line of conduct he meant to pursue,
or remain altogether silent. Being loudly called upon
to proceed, he said, in the first place, that the govern-
ment were not going, in consequence of the resohition
in question, to alter in any respect the course of conduct

they had adopted in respect to fin^eign powers ; and he
went on to give his reasons for holding that the ministers
vTore not called vipon, in consequence of that resolution,
to resign the government. Lord John added that if

Mr. Roebuck wished to make a motion, he should have
the earliest opportunity; and concluded, "So long as

we continue the government of this country, I can
answer for my noble friend (Lord Palmerston), that he
will act, not as a minister of Austria, Russia, or France,
or any other country, but as the minister of England."
Lord John sat down amid general cheering. Some
discussion ensued, in which Mr. DTsraeli and Mr. Roe-
buck took a part ;

and the result was that Mr. Roebuck
gave notice of a motion on the subject, the debate on
which v,-as fixed for Monday following.
The Mercantile Marine Bill was read a second time,

ou the motion of Mr. Labouchere, though several
members objected to proceeding with a bill on which so

many alterations had been made at the eleventh hour.
The second reading was agreed to on the understanding
that the bill should be printed and re-committed.
The Metropolitan Interments Bill was read a third

time and passed, after protests from ISIr. Hume, Lord
Dudley, Tslv. Ellis, and Mr. G. Thompson, against the

compensation provided by it for the clerg}'.
The Factories Bill was read a third time and passed,

without a division, after some comments from several
members on its details.

On the third reading of the Countij Courts Bill, Major
Blackall moved a clause to enable Irish barristers of
seven years' standing to be appointed judges of English
count}- courts. After some discussion it w-as negatived
by 111 to 58, and the bill was read a third time and
passed.

Mr. G. A. Hamiltox, on Friday the 21st, moved an

address to the Queen praying for a modification of the

existing system of National Education in Ireland. A
debate of some length but little novelty followed. INIr. E.
H. Stanley defended with eli'eet the system originated
by his father, when Irish secretary, in 1831

;
and the

existing system was also defended by Lord John Russell
and Sir James Graham, the latter higlily complimenting
Mr. Stanley on his ability and eloquence. The amend--
ment was negatived by 22o to 1-12.

On Monday the 24th, at the beginning of the evening,
Sir Robert Ixclis noticed, in severe language, the
" wanton if not premeditated insult

" which his distin-

guished friend the Chevalier Bunseii had received in

another place.
—Lord John Russell paid a w-arm tribute

to the public and private character of the Chevalier

Bunsen, but abstained from gi\'ing any opinion on the

subject.
Mr. RoETiucK then moved his resolution, "That the

principles upon which the foreign policy of the govern-
ment has been regulated have been calculated to

maintain the honour and dignity of this country, and
in times of unexampled difficulty to preserve peace
between England and foreign nations." A government
(he observed) v\hen condemned by one branch of the

legislature is vinablc to discharge its duties with honour,
therefore it was necessary for the House of Commons to

judge for itself, and express its own opinion. HeVent at

great length into the foreign policy of England from
1790 to the present time, and proceeded to discuss the
claims w-hich gave rise to the dispute w-ith Greece,

contcndmg that those claims -were good and properly
insisted on, and that the proceedings of the British

government, for that purpose, had been correct and
well-founded.— Sir F. Thesiger accused Mr. Roebuck
of inconsistencj-, inasmuch as he had, in 1843, called

Lord Palmerston a " lueifer match," while he now
siipported that minister's foreign policy. Sir F. Thesiger
w-ent over the difl'crent articles of the claims on Greece,

contending that they afforded no ground for hostile

aggression, and concluded by observing that Lord Pal-

merston had now been compelled to adopt tlic con-

vention of London, which he had formerly repudiated,
which was certainly not calculated to "maintain the

honour and dignity of this country."
—Mr. Page Wood

supported the motion.—Sir James Grah.ym criticised in

great detail the foreign policy of Lord Palmerston,
which he characterised as a course of minute interference

with the aifairs of our allies. He objected to the offensive

tone of Lord Palmerston's despatches in the Greek aflair,

and contended that the London convention ought to

have been adopted from the first, and England saved
the mortification of having to adopt it after having
rcp\idiatcd it. He therefore refused to vote for the

motion.
The debate was rcsimicd on Tuesday the 2.5th. Mr.

OSRORXE made some sarcastic comments on the conduct
of Sir F. Thesiger and Sir James Graham, who for four

years had not said a word again.st the system of policy

they now afi'ected to view w-ith so much alarm. Sir J.

Graham's professions of personal friendship for Lord
Palmerston reminded him of those enormous serpents
in South America who lubricated their victims with
their slaver before devouring them. Tracing the history
of the Greek kingdom, Mr. Osborne called it a con-

temptible state, w-hich we had first to nurse and after-

wards to teach good behaviour
;
and he put it to the

house w-hether the inveterate hostility evinced towards
Lord Palmerston was not owing to liis being identified

on the continent with responsible government and

regarded as an advocate of liberal opinions. The di.spute
with Greece was a mere pretext : there was a company
against Lord Palmerston which had extensive ramifica-

tions, and the reversal of his policy w-ould cripple British

commerce, arrest the progress ofcivilisation, and complete
the humiliation of Great Britain.—Lord J. Manners de-

nied both the propositions contained in the motion
; and,

taking a review of Lord Palmerston's policy in relation

to various foreign states, contended that it had been

injurious to the iufiuence and the commerce of England.
—^jSIr. AxsTEY said that as he neither entirely approved
nor blamed our foreign policy, he would not vote either

for or against the motion.—Lord Palmerston defended
the foreign policy of the government in a speech of five
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hours' length. He deemed the doctrine advanced on
the other side, that British subjects in foreign lands

v.ere entitled to no protection bxit that of the laws and
tribunals of the country in which they might happen to

be, a doctrine on which no English minister had acted,
and which the people of England would never sutler.

He did not, however, mean that British subjects abroad
were to be above the laws. They were bound, in the

first place, to have recourse to tlio laws of the land in

which they were ;
but there might be governments in

which the triljuuals were not of a cliaracter to inspire
confidence. The present administration of government
in Greece was full of abuses

;
the police inflicted

revolting tortures upon both sexes, to which British

subjects would be equally exposed, unless they had the

protection of their own country. Lord Palmerston then
detailed the injuries suftered by British subjects in

Greece, and showed the reasonableness and moderation
of the demands made for reparation. He entered very
minutely into the dates and particulars of the recent

negotiations connected with the question and the

mediation of France, and corrected an erroneous im-

pression whicli had got abroad that i\I. Gros had com-
municated to Mr. Wyse the convention of London, and

that, with a knowledge of this convention, Mr. Wyse
had renewed hostilities. He (Lord Palmerston) was

sorry that the convention did not arrive at Athens
until after the other arrangements had been made there

;

but this was not his fault, and the negotiations had not
been put an end to by Mr. Wjse, but by M. Gros
himself. The negotiations between the English and
French government were now brought to a satisfactory

conclusion, and such portions of the London convention
as were still applicable would be adopted in place of the

corresponding terms agreed to at Athens. Lord Pal-

merston then followed Sir James Graham over the

wider field which had been taken, reviewing and vin-

dicating the policy he had pursued, in relation to

Belgium and Holland, Spain, France, Switzerland, and

Italy, and concluded by challenging the verdict of the

house, whether the principles which had guided the

foreign policy of the government had been proper and

fitting, and whether, as a subject of ancient Rome could
hold himself free from indignity by saying,

" Civis

Romanus sum," a British subject in a foreign country
should not be protected by the vigilant eye and the

strong arm of his government against injustice and

wrong.—The debate was then adjourned to Thursday.
The second reading of the County Rates Bill was

moved on the 26th, by Sir Henry H.ylfokd, who justi-
fied it on the ground that the county rates although

nominally paid by the occupier fell upon the owner, and
that transferring them altogether to the owners would be
a relief to the tenant fanners.—Mr. C. Lewis and
Mr. M. Gibson opposed the bill on the ground that it

would be unjust to the lautUords. The bill was thrown
out without a division.

On the third reading of the Larceny Summary Juris-
diction Bill, Sir G. Stuickl.vxd opposed the measure
as too great an extension of summary jurisdiction. The
house, he said, had already expressed its disinclination

to go any further in taldng away trial by jury from the

people of this country.
—Mr. Milnes and Mr. S. Craw-

ford also opposed the bill, which was supported by Sir J.

Pakington, Mr. Rice, Mr. Bankes, and Mr. Aglionby.
The third reading was carried by 119 against 25, and the
bill passed.
Mr. Aglionby moved the second reading of the

Copyholds Enfranchisement Bill, and explained that its

principle was to relieve copj-hold lands from those inci-

dents of the tenure, parts of the old feudal system,
which were oppressive and created general dissatisfaction,
due regard being paid to the rights and interests of the

• lord of the manor.—Mr. Ckhistopher opposed the bill

as interlering with the rights of property.
— Sir. G. Grey

concurred in the principle of the bill
;
but as there were

many ditticulties in tlie matter, recommended that it

should be read a second time and referred to a select

committee. After some further discussion, the second

reading was carried by 103 against 8-1.

The second reading of the Accidents on Railways
Bill was moved by Mr. Newdegate, who said that it

was designed so to alter the law relative to the compen-

sation for damages sustained through accidents on rail-

ways, as to render the comijanies more strictly liable for

the acts of their servants. Mr. Ellis said that the bill

was founded on a single special case, in which the rail-

way company had done aU that was just under the

circumstances, and moved the second reading that day
six months. After a discussion in which the bill was

supported by !Mr. Adderley, Colonel Sibthorp and
Mr. Spooner, and opposed by Mr. Labouchei'e, the

Attorney-General, and Mr. Ricardo, the second reading
was negatived by 108 against 53.

Mr. K.EOGH brought in a bill to give further facilities

to town commissioners for the Jmprocement of Towns in

Ireland.

PROGRESS OF BUSINESS.
House of Lords.—May 28th. Court of Common Pleas Fees

Bill read a second time.—Report on Masters Jurisdiction in

Equity Kill brought up and agreed to.

30th.—Administration of Criminal Justice Bill committed and
ordered to be printed.

31st.—Royal assent given to Alterations in Pleadings Bill,
West India Appeals Bill, and Defects in Leases Act Amend-
ment Bill.—Sunday Fairs Prevention Bill, and Distress for

Rent (Ireland) Bill, read a second time.—Sheriff of Westmore-
land Bill read a lirst time.—Sunday Trading Prevention Bill

recommitted and considered in Conuuittee.—Australian Colonies

tjiovernment Bill read a second time.

June 3rd.—Process and Practice (Ireland) Act Amendment
Bill read a second time.—Fees (Court of Common Picas) Bill

passed through Committee.—Ecclesiastical Appeals Bill thrown
out on second reading.

4th.—Sunday Trading Bill report agreed to.

6th.—Fees (Coiu-t of Chancery) Bill, and Sunday Fairs Pre-

vention Bill, read a third time and passed.—Parliamentary
Voters (Ireland) Bill read a second time.

7th.—Administration of Criminal Justice Improvement Bill

read a third time and passed.
10th.—Royal assent to Process and Practice (Ireland) .Amend-

ment Bill, Parish Constables Bill, Acts of Parliament Abbre-
viation Bill, and Sunday Fairs Prevention Bill.—Encumbered
Estates (Ireland) Act Amondmeiit Bill read a second time.

11th.—Australian Colonies Bill considered in Committee, and

reported.
14th.—Court of Chancery Appeal Bill withdrawn by Lord

Brougham.—Australian Colonies Bill considered in Committee,
and reported.—Estates Leasing (Ireland) Bill, and Judgments
(Ireland) Bill, passed through Committee.

17th.—Lord Stanley's motion on the Greek question carried

against Ministers.—Judges of Assize Bill read a second time.

18th.—Encumbered Estates (Ireland) Act Amendment Bill

passed.—Df^tress for Rent (Irel.ind) Bill read a second time.—
Landlord and Tenant Bill, and Small Tenements Recovery Bill,

read a third time and passed.
i!4th.—The Small Tenements Recovery (Ireland) Bill, Land-

lord and Tenant (Irelaudj_Bill, and Public-houses (Scotl.tnd) Bill,

passed through Committee.—Tlie Drainage and Improvement of

Land Advances Bill was read a second time.

25th.—Royal assent given to a niunber of bills.—SherifTofWest-
moreland Bill read a third time and passed.

—Leasehold Tenure
of Land (Ireland) Act Amendmeut Bill considered in Committee.
House of Commons.—May 2Sth. Mr. Miles moved a resolution

respecting the emigration of orphan girls
—House counted out.

30th (morning sitting).—Elections (Ireland) Bill read a third

time, and clause added. (Evening sitting.)
—Excheiiucr Bills

Bill read a third time and passed.—Lord Ashley's resuluiion for

suppressingof Sunday Post Otfice labourcarried.—Elections (Ire-

land) Bill passed.—Jews Oath of Abju'-ation Bill read a first time.

31st. — Sir Edward Buxton's resolution against exposing
British colonial sugar to competition with slave-grown sugar

negatived.—Court of Session (Scothind) Bill, and Police and

Improvement (Scotland) Bill, read a third time and passed.
June 3rd.—Metropolitan Interments Bill considered in Com-

mittee.
4th.—Irish Poor-law, lilr. French's resolutions negatived.

—
Tenant's Recovery (Ireland) Bill thrown out on second reading.—Process and Practice (Ireland) Act Amendmeut Bill read a

third time and passed.
5th.—Secular Education Bill tliroivn otit on second reading.—

Weights and Measures Bill committed pro /on«it.—Titles of

Religious Congregations Bill read a third time.

6th.—Factories Bill, ani Metropolitan Interments Bill consi-

dered in Committee.- Jliuiiciyal Corporations (Ireland) Bill road

a third time and passed.—General Board of Health r.ill, and

Judges of Assize Bill, read a second time.—Bill brought in for

Census of the Population.
7th.—Drainage and Improvement of Land Advances Bill con-

sidered in Committee.—Metropolitan Interments Bill forwarded

in Committee.
10th.—Sunday Labour in Post Office, the Queen's answer to

address.—Mr. Hume's motion to reduce tlio vote for the New
Houses of Parliament, and for a select committee, negatived.—
Summary .lurisdiction (Ireland) Bill read a second time.—

Census Bill read a lirst time.
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11th.—Metropolitan Interments Bill further considered in
Committee.—Margate Harbour, motion for Select Committee
carried.—Kesolution as to levying duty on bonded .spirits carried.—Bill to confirm Incorporation of certain Borough.s, read a first

time.
12th.—Landlord and Tenant Bill considered in Committee.—

Court of Chancery Bill i-ead a second time.
13tli.—County Court Kstension Bill, and Man'iages Bill, con-

sidered in Committee and reported,
11th.—Factories Bill, jNIetropolitan Interments Bill, and Mar-

riages Bill, considered in Committee.
17th.—Lord Lieutenancy (Ireland) Abolition Bill read a second

time.—Landlord and Tenant Bill, and Borough Courts of Kecord
(Ireland) Bill, reported.

18th.—Incoi-poration of Boroughs Amendment Bill (No. 2)
read a second time.—County Courts Extension Bill went through
Committee.
19th.—School Establishment (Scotland) Bill thrown out on

second reading.—Friendly Societies Bill read a second time.
20th.—Jlercautile Marine Bill read a third time, to be recom-

mitted.—Metropolitan Interments Bill, and Factories Bill, read
a third time and passed.—Court of Exchequer (Ireland) Bill i-ead
a second time.—Charitable Trusts Bill considered in Conmiittee.
—County Courts Extension Bill read a third time and passed.—
Railway Audit Bill laid aside, with a view of bringing in
another.

21th.—The Prussian Minister's Besidence Bill, as amended,,
was considered.—The General Board of Health Bill and the
Court of Chancery Bill were read a third time and passed.
June 26th.—County Rates Bill thrown out on second reading.—Larceny Summary Jurisdiction Bill read a third time and

passed.—Copyholds Enfranchisement Bill read a second time.—
Accidents on Railways Bill tin-own o\it on second reading.—Bill
for Improvement of Towns in Ireland, brought in by Mr. ICeogh.

i-HEiiE was a grand Protectionist Demonstration at

Liverpool on the 6tli
;

—a meeting, in the lloyal
Amiihitheatre, attended by between 2000 or 3000 per.sons
admitted by tieket. The Earl of Wilton presided ;

a
number of well-known proteetionist champions were
on the platform ;

and there were delegates from counties
and agricultural towu.s, Irom sea-ports and from manu-
faeti\riug towns, by way of representing the various
branches of industry. The oratory was abundant, the

meeting having lasted eleven hours
;
but the speeches

and resolutions were of the usual character on such
occasions.

The Tenant Right movement is spreading in Ireland,
and several large meetings on the subject have been
held within these few weeks. At one <)f them, held at

Navan, on the banks of the Boyne, on the 30th of May,
ten thousand tenant farmers are stated to have been
present, Protestant as well as Roman Catholic.

Another meeting of great importance was held at
Belftist on the I'ith inst." The :Music Hall was crowded
with substantial farmers from all parts of Ulster; and
Presbyterian niini.sters joined with lloman Catholic
priests in the bu.siness of the meeting. Resolutions
were passed of which the leading points were : the
rights of the tenantry to profit by their own improve-
ments, past, present, and future

;"
their right, founded

on ancient custom, to a continued occupation of tlieir

lands at a fair rent; and the approval of the projjoscd
tenant right conference in Dublin, and the formation
of a tenant league for all Ireland.

The Roman Catholic Primate has received a cont-
munieation from the Vatican declaring that Romish
clergymen cannot hold ofttce in, or be instrumental in

advancing the Queen's C^oUeges in Ireland, and pro-
hibiting the lloman Catholic^laity from sending their
children to those colleges.
Some interesting parliamentary returns, relating to

the convict system, have been printed. In England and
Wales in 1847, 51 convicts were sentenced to'ileath, CO
in 1848, and 69 in 18-19, while in 1847, 2,806 were sen-
tenced to transportation, 3,2.51 in 1848, and 2,8-14 in 1849.
In Scotland only 11 were sentenced to death in the three
years, 1,180 were sentenced to transportation, and 5,206
to imprisonment. In Ireland, in 1847, 25 persons were
sentenced to death, 2,185 to transportation, and 11,'221
to imprisonment. In 1848 the number in Ireland was
60 sentenced to death, 2,698 to transportation, and
12,968 to imprisonment ; whilst in 1849 the number sen-
tenced to death was 38, to transportation 3,050, and to

imprisonment 15,443. In England and Wales the sums
paid by the Treasury for food, &c., for convicts and
misdemeanants in the year ending the 30th of Septem-

ber, 1847, amounted to 95,932^. 15s. 5d., in the following
year to 81,954^ Is. \d., and hi.stycar to 75,167/. 16«. Id.,
besides 19,353/. 6s. id. last year IVir transports in gaols.
In Scotland the expense paid by the Treasury for food,
&c., was 10437/. 56-. "id. last year, and in Ireland it was
9,792/. 3s. Irf.

A return has been printed, giving some useful infor-

mation respecting Savings Jianhs and Friendly Societies
as to the amount of "

loss of interest su-stained by the

public." In the year ending the 20th of ><'ovember-,
1844, the excess of interest paid to the trustees of sav-

ings-banks and friendly societies by the National Debt
Commissioners above that received by them, was
112,235/. 15s.

;
in 1845, 36,537/. 8s. M.

;
in 1846, 35,420/.

10.S. 3d. ;
in 1847, 36,553/. 10s. Gd.

;
in 1848, 48,663/. 10s.;

and in 1849, 57,592/. 14s. lOrf. From the 20th of Novem-
ber, 1844, the rate of interest payable to savings-banks
was reduced from 3/. 16s. to 3/. Os. percent, per annum.
Between the 15th and the 20th, thirty-one new Peti-

fio?is for tJte Sale of Irish Encumbered Estates were

lodged. Several of the inheritors in this list are peti-
tioners in their own cases. The total number of peti-
tioners is now 978. At this rate of progress, the com-
missioners, before the end of the summer, would have
more estates to sell than they could dispose of in four

years. They are, however, preparing for vigorous
operations after the recess. AVithin the week ending on
the 19th, no less than fifty-two conditional or absolute
orders for sales -were pronounced.

NARRATIVE OF LAW AND CRIME.
I HE proverb

" Murder will out," haa jwHt been strikingly
illustrated. Stephen Carlin, a beast-jobber, residing near

Skii)ton,inYorkshire,waslast seen alive atPateley-bridge,
in company with liis partner (a cousin), eleven or twelve

j'ears ago. Ilis cousin said that he had gone to America,
but foul play was ahvays suspected ;

and on Saturday
the 2oth of May, a digger of peat on Roggin-nioor, near

I Pateley-bi-idge, found the body of the missing man, a
few feet below the surface in such a state of preserva-
tion (owing to the antiseptic nature of the soil) that it

was readily identified. A tailor, too, knew the clothes

to be Carlin's
;
and a married woman, whom he had

wooed in her maidenhood, recognised as her property a
handlierchief and comb that -were found in the pockets.
The cousin, Jonathan Bland, was apprehended at Skip-
ton two days afterwards.
The Earl of Lincoln's Divorce Bill was read a second

time in the House of Lords, on the 28th of May. Lord
Lincoln, the son and heir of the Duke of Newcastle, was
married, in 1832, to Lady Susan Hamilton, only daughter
of the Duke of Hamilton. They lived together up to

August 1848, and had five children. In that mouth
Lady Lincoln went to the continent without her hus-

:
baud's leave, but ostensibly to consult the German

I physicians about her health. On the continent it was
soon found that she was constantly accompanied by Lord
Wali)ole, eldest son of the Earl of Orford. While it was

!
l)elicved that her conduct amounted only to indiscretion,
Mr. Gladstone, M.P., as the friend of both parties, went
in search of her. After some time he discovered that
she was living near Como, under the assumed name of

Jlrs. Lawrence, but found it impossible to obtain access

to her; She gave birth to a son at Como, in August
1849, who could not have been her husband's, and was
christened by the name of horatio Walpole. These,
and other circumstances, establishing her criminality,
were proved by evidence before the house, and it was
stated by her solicitor that she bad given instructions

that there sliould be no opposition to the bill.

In October 1848, a small deal box, labelled " Mr.
Watson, passenger, Exeter," was found on the railway
platform at Slough. No one applied for it, and after a
time it was sent to London to the "

lost property
"

department. On the 1st instant the box was ojjcned,
and ^^as fotmd to contain the Mii/nnu/ ofuCliild, sup-
posed to be a girl, about eighteen months old. The corpse
was quite shrivelled up ;

round the neck was tied a
cambric handkerchief; attempts had been made to

separate the limljs, and there were other mutilations.
No arsenic was detected by analysis. A coroner's jury
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has returned a verdict of wilful murder against some
person or persons unknown.
At the Surrey sessions, on the 1st instant, Lucy Fore,

the wife of a respectable tradesman in good circumstan-

ces, was convicted of Shop-lifii/iff. She had desired to
he shown some silk handkerchiefs in a tb-aper's shop,
and endeavoured to secrete and carry away some pieces
of silk, but was detected by the shopman. She was
sentenced to four months' hard labour at Guildford.
On the 1st instant a labouring man of the name of

Taylor, living at the village ofTusliiugham in Cheshire,
Murdered his oicn Son, a boy of seven years old. Some
of the man's younger children complained to the neigh-
bours that their brother was ill, and that they were shut
out and could not get to him. On looking through a
window one of the neighbours discovered the boy lying
on the floor weltering in his blood. An entrance was
forced into the house, and it was ascertained that the skull
of the child had been split with an axe. Taylor was found

upstairs in bed, and immediately accused of the murder.
He was sullen, but after a coroner's inquest was held, he
confessed himself guilty, and was committed for trial.

Although in very poor circumstances, it does not appear
that absolute want drove him to commit tlic crime, nor
did he assign any motive for it. His wife stated that he
had for some time past carried a rope in his pocket for

the declared purpose of hanging himself.
The proceedings of a coroner's inquest, held on the

3rd, at University College hospital, on the body of
Ann Truscott, a young woman who had poisoned her-

self, were disturbed by the Disr/raeeful Conduct of a
niimbur of Medical Students. During the examination
of the witnesses, they entered the inquest room in a

body, and behaved so rudely that the coroner had to

send for the police to clear the apartment. The students

again forced their way into the room, and a repetition
of the former scene took place. The coi^oner adjourned
the inquest till the evening. AAHien the jury reassembled
there were about twenty students jiresent, who, on the
coroner's desu-ing strangers to leave the room, took
their departure, but only to recommence a new course
of annoyance, by constantly ringing a large bell in the
room which communicated with the front door of the

hospital. The jury added to their verdict an expression
of their great disapprobation of " the gross conduct of a
number of the students of Univei-sity College hospital,"
and their wish that the fact should be made known to

the heads of the institution.

A man of the name of Reynolds, who lived in Yar-

mouth, had been for some time separated from his wife.

He met her accidentally on the 4th, and after some
abusive words, attacked her savagely with a clasp-knife,

cutting her on the neck, hands, and arms. She contrived
to escape with life, on which he cut his Throat with
the knife, and threw himself into the sea. An inquest
on the body returned a verdict of felo de se, and the

corpse was buried by torchlight.
The GorJtam Case has now been brought before the

Court of Exchequer. On the 6th Mr. Fitzroy Kelly,
on behalf of the Bishop of Exeter, made the same ap-
plication which had been successively refused by the
Courts of Queen's Bench and Common Pleas—namelj',
a rule calling on Mr. Gorham to show cause why the
Court of Arches should not be prohibited frtmi pro-

ceeding further in giving him possession of the living
of Bramford Speke. Mr. Kelly spoke for Kve hours in

support of his motion.—On the 11th the Lord Chief
Baron intimated that the court were by no means prc-

jjared to differ from the other courts to wliom a similar

ai)j)lication had been made
; but, that so important a

case might receive due consideration, they would grant
a rule, cau.se to be shown on the 29th and from day to

day till the case was disposed of.

In the Bankrujitcy Court, on the 7th, TI'. Chittenden,
a di'aper at Paddington, passed his examination. The
bankrupt, a 'sery young man, had been only about a

fortnight in business. His debts were 2800/., of which
. 2000/. owing to trade creditors were secured by bills

given by Mr. Tarlington, the landlord of the bankrupt's
premises. This Mr. Tarlington was a retired trade? •

man, who had devoted his capital to building pur-
poses, and had erected a number of houses that were
known by the description of Tarlington-placc and Tar-

lington-street, and the houses that the bankrupt had
occupied. In consequence of the flourishing represen-
tations of the bankrupt, in October last, of his ability to

establish a business on a monstrous scale, he had let the

bankrupt five houses at a rental of 1050/. per year, on a
lease for twenty-OHC years. To adapt the premises for

such a business, Mr. Tarlington had expended between
October 1SJ9 and March 1850, a sum of 1000/. The
bankrupt had represented to jNIr. Tarlington that he had
saved 100/. as a draper's assistant

;
that he was on the

point of being married, and that his intended father-in-

law would advance liim oOO/.
;
also that his father, who

resided at Tonbridge, would become his security for

1500/. INIr. Tarlington, who had but a slight jn-evious

acquaintance with tlic bankrupt, was induced by these

representations to assist him with his bills to the amount
of 2000/. to purchase stock. In fact, as jMr. Commis-
sioner Fane remarked, it appeared that the retired

tradesman had retired from his senses. But Mr. Tar-

lington, soon having reason to suspect that all was not

right, took steps that stopped the bankrujjt's brief

career. The bankrupt, who was opposed on the part of

Mr. Tarlington,';^denied that gentleman's representations,
and alleged that Mr. Tarlington had rather persuaded
him to take the five houses and enter upon the monster
business in the manner stated, than he had persuaded
Mr. Tarlington. The commissioner said that, as Mr.

Tarlington had conducted his business so loosely in

treating with a boy like the banki'upt, he ought to be
content to lie down under his own folly. He therefore

passed the bankrupt's examination, reserving all ques-
tions of conduct for the certificate meeting.

liobert Kemp, a clerk of the Charing Cross coal

company. Committed Suicide on the Sth, by throwing
himself on the line of the South Yv'estern railway near

Wimbledon, in front of the train from Southampton,
which went over his body and dashed him in pieces. A
verdict of temporary insanity was given.

Elizabeth Ann Chambers, a lady-like person of forty,
was tried on the Sth at the central Criminal Court, for

Fori/inff an Aceepta'nce to a 300/. bill, with intent to

defraud. She liad attached the name of her cousm, the
Rev. Charles Randolph, to a bill which she got dis-

coimted. The evidence was conclusive. The prisoner
had no counsel. She said that JNIr. Randolph, though
he had denied it, had given her permission to use his

name. A'ordict, "Guilty." A second indictment • for

forging a 200/. bill was not pi-oceeded with
;
the convict

would seem to have repeatedly ottended. Mr. Baron
Rolfe, in jiassing sentence of transportation for life,

remarked, that the prisoner was no doubt well aware
that a few years ago her lifo» might have been forfeited

for the act she had committed
;
but as the legislature

had made the experiment of remitting the capital

punishment in the expectation that the crime might be

repressed without resorting to it, he considered that the

law ought not to be trifled with, lest unhapinly it might
be found necessary to re-establish the former punishment
aifixed to the crime.
Richard McAllister, a man of rather shabby appear-

ance, was charged at the Marylebone police court on the

10th, with having been near the house of Miss BcUew,
Primrose-hill road, for an i'nlawfid Purpose. The man
had been INIiss Belle w's footman, and was in the habit
of saying to his fellow-sorvants and others, that his mis-

tress was in love with him. This coming to her cars,
she discharged him, and since then he lias persecuted
her with importunities and threats of violence, pretend-
ing she owes him money, and that she had encouraged
his passion. During the investigation. Miss Bellew, who
told her own storj', was in a state of great excitement,
while McAllister insisted that the lady had promised to

marry him and none but him, with more to the same

]mrposo. He was held to bail to keep the peace to Miss
Bellow and her household for a month and sent to

prison in default of sureties. On hearing the decision,
Miss Bellew exclaimed with great agitation,

" I am sur-

prised, sir, that you have onlv s^'cured this man for

a month—at the end of t-'^-.'„ ume we shall all be shot."

In the Bankrr'it^_> Court judgment was given on the

11th, in the case oi Edward' Thomas Dehficld, the late

lessee ofthe Royal Italian Opera. Mr. Commissioner Fane
after detailing the circumstances of the ease, v, hich are
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generally known to the public, observed that two

charges, on public grounds, had been made against the

bankrupt ; recklessly extravagant expenditure, and
undue preference given by him on the eve ofbankruptcy.
As to the fir^t it appeared that Mr. Dclafield's personal
expenditure from November 184.5 to Jul}- 1849, the time
of the bankruptcy, was less than 5000^. a year ;

now
that was not reckless expenditure in a person of 7000A
a year. In regard to the second charge, some allowance

ought to be made for the bankrupt's extreme youtli ;
some

for the circumstance that he could hardly be deemed a
trader

;
some for the deception of which he had been

the victim, and some for the greatness of the ruin which
had befallen him, and which was itself a punisliment.
The circumstances allbrded no ground for withliolding a

certificate, or for attaching to it (as had been demanded)
a condition that he should paj- 10.S. in the jwund out of
future assets. I confess (said the commissioner) I have
no inclination to attach such a condition to a certificate

in any case. I refused to do so in JuUien's. Tlie world
of industry in which we live is one in which every man
not living on accommodation is struggling for a subsist-

ence. In that struggling it is difficult enough for any
one to win liis way, even with cliaraetcr clear and some-

thing to begin with. What, then, may be expected to

be the fate of one who not oul_v begins with nothing,
but is weighed down by the stain of bankruptcy, and by
an unpaid debt of 10s. in the pound on 3.'3,000^. ? I sec

nothing for a person so burdened but to lie doviui in

hopeless despair, and abandon all future exertion. Were
the faults of this bankrupt far greater tlian tliey are, I

would not condemn him to sucli a fate. It may be said
that this bankrupt has rich relations. Perha])S he has

;

but if it were true, this argument is one whicli will
never weigh with me. I will never be a party to the

establishing of any such doctrine that rich relations arc
under any obligation to pay the debts of extravagant
connections. A contrary doctrine is a far more whole-
some one. It is better to lay it down that a creditor
sliall not have means of pressure, direct or indirect, wpon
rich relations, and thus check the giving credit to the

young and foolish. On the whole, he concluded,
I think, upon full consideration of all the circum-

stances, that I shall best discharge my public duty by
granting the bankrupt a common certificate, without

attaching any condition. I hope tliat the terrible lesson
he has received may be of use to him in after life. An
unconditional certificate was granted acccu'dingly.
On the same day the application of William Pownall, a

silk manufacturer at Macclesfield, for a certificate, was
opposed on the ground of fraudulent Concealment of
Properiij ; and the bankrupt admitted on examination
that he had concealed several quantities of silk, with
the object of enabling himself to offer a composition of
Ss. in the pound. The bankrupt's certificate was sxis-

pcnded for two years, without protection, till he should
have been six months in prison.
Two boys, named Hill and Kempton, said in the

calender to be fifteen, but loolung much younger, were
convicted on the Vli\\, at the central Criminal Court,
of Stealintj a bowl trith a quantity of Silcer from the
bar of a publican at Greenwich. The charge was proved
by the publican's daugliter, an intelligent child, who
had detected the theft and given the alarm. It appeared
t'.iat this was Hill's sixth conviction for robbing tills,
and he had just come out of Maidstone Gaol. The other

boy also belonged to an organised gang. Hill was
sentenced to transportation for seven years, with a view
to his being admitted into Parkhurst prison, and
Kempton was ordered to be imprisoned for three months
and once whipped.

Charles Thorogood, a lad of about fourteen, and
William Appleljy, a respectable master-bootmaker,
were tried at the central Criminal Court on the 1.3th

;

the former for Stealinrj Two Heads of Broccoli, valued at

threepence, and the latter for receiving the sanie. The
boy, who is in the employment of a market-gardener at

Enfield, had sold froni his master's cart the two heads
of broccoli to Mr. Appleby, who bought and paid for
them at his own door, without any concealment

;
never-

theless both parties were committed for trial by the
Enfield bench of magistrates. The jury acquitted' both
the prisoners, and the Recorder said he should not allow

the expenses, as the county ought not to be at the

expense of such a prosecution.
Colonel Craigie, a retired officer of the Bengal army.

Committed Suicide on the 14th at his house in Exeter.
Not appearing in the morning to breakfast, and not

answering when called by Mrs. Craigie, his bedroom
door was forced open, and he was found lying on the

floor in a pool of blood, his throat cut, and with frightful
wounds in his belly and both his legs. He was breathing
when found, but died in less than an hour. No caxiGC

is assigned for this dreadful deed.
William Anderson, a hairdresser, pleaded guilty, at

the central Criminal Court, on the 18th, of stealing

tliirty sovereigns, twenty half-sovereigns, and a 10/.

note. He was sentenced to Eighteen Months Imprison-
ment. Unable to believe his ears, at an announcement
so unexpectedly agreeable, he exclaimed, "Eighteen
years, my lord ?" " No

; eighteen months," was the

common scijeant's reply. The prisoner made a bow,
and got out of the dock with great expedition.

Ashby's Divorce Bill was disposed of on the 18th, by
the House of Lords. The Pvcv. Edward Queenby Ashby
was married in 1842 to Elizabeth Sophia Palmer, then
under age. They lived on afiectionate terms at Mr.

Ashby's living, in Buckinghamshire, till 1848, when
they went to Madeira, in consequence of Mrs. Ashby's
delicate state of health. Their fellow-passenger was
Mr. Scudamore Stanhope, between whom, and the lady,
a criminal intimacy took place. Though INIrs. Ashby's
conduct had been the topic of conversation at Madeira,
her husband did not ascertain the extent of her guilt
till they were on their homeward voyage, still accom-

panied "by Islv. Stanhope, when Mr. Ashby accidentally

picked up a letter, which his wife had dropped, addi-essed

to Mr. Stanhope. It commenced,—"My own, own, own,
for ever doated on, idolised, treasured treasure, treasured

Henry;
" and contained expressions which left no room

for doubt. This discovery having taken place, ]\Irs.

Ashby left the vessel at Cadiz, and Mr. .:Vshby proceeded
to England. In a few weeks Mrs. Ashby arrived at

Southampton, from whence she eloped with herparamour.— Sir George C'ockburn, examined in addition to the evi-

dence taken on previous occasions, deposed that before

Mr. and Mrs. Ashby left Madeira, he had ad-s-ised Mr.

Ashby not to return in the same vessel with Mr Stan-

hope ; but that his advice had proceeded from rumours
he had heard and not from his own knowledge of Mrs.

Ashby's criminality ;
and the Dean of Ely, who was

residing in the island at the time, stated that he was in

habit of meeting Mr. and >Irs. Ashby, who lived upon
affectionate terms, and that he was quite unaware that

any improper intimacy existed between Mrs. Ashby
and I^Ir. Stanhope.

—Lord Brougham said, that though
there was reason to suppose that Jilr. Ashby's conduct
had been too lenient, yet it had been shown that he had

great aft'ection fen- his wife, and was unwilling to drive

her by any harsh means into the arms of her lover. On
his lordship's motion, the bill was read a second time.

The gang of swindlers who have of late committed so

many depredations by means of Mock Ar/cncy Officer,
were tried at the central Criminal Court on the ISth.

Their names are Sydney Robert Sparks, Charles Stan-

ley, Edward Wright, and James Campbell, all young
men, of the appe'arance called shabby-genteel. They
commenced their joint operations about Christmas last,

by opening an office in Copper Wellington Street, under
the firm of "

Wright & Co., Loan Office, General

Registry and Investment Company, Auctioneers, &c.,"
and successively opened other places of the same kind,
under different names, in Exeter Arcade, Brownlow
Street, Adam Street, Great Queen Street, Kingsgate
Street, and Cavendish Square. At these various places

they were found acting in concert, and by means of ad-

vertisements, got many young men to place in their

hands sums varying from five pounds to fifty. They
then employed their dupes for a short time, by sending
them long distances to inquire after houses, &c. to let

;

and the caid was that the victim coidd neither get any
salary nor recover his money. Several of these victims

were examined, and each "had the same melancholy
story to tell. They were found guilty. Edward Wright,
the "father of the prisoner in the previous case, was then

put to the bar, along with one James, on a similar charge
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to the preceding. This Edward Wright, son., appears
to liaye been tlie fatlier of the system, whioli he has
carried on for more than twenty years. He pleaded
guilty, and James was convicted by the jury. Sentence
was then passed on the whole. Wright the elder, James,
Campbell, and Stanley, eighteen months imprisonment
with hard labour ;

but as it appeared tliat Sparks had
not taken any money, and that Wright, jun., had acted
under the guidance of a bad fatlier, the period of their

imprisonment was limited to twelve months.
Lord Dunboyne was tried in the Court of Queen's

Bench on the 19th, on the charge of making A False
Statejncnt in the Register of His Marriage. In August,
1842, Lord Dunboyne was privately married, at Pad-

dington Church, to INIrs. Viuccut Vaughan, a well-cu-
dowed young widow, with prospects of increased fortune,

living at Bell Hatch, in the county of O.xford. The
marriage was private because it was opposed to the
wishes of Mrs. Vaughan's mother, to whose wealth she
would succeed if she did not alienate her regards. The
opposition made to Lady Dunboyne's marriage by her
mother wore o(f, and the parties wore married again at

St. George's, Hanover Square, in December, 18-13
;
and

on this occasion, just as ou the former one, the parties
were described as widower and widow, though tlieu

man and wife. This false description was the offence.

Lord Campbell instructed the jury, that they must be
"
satisfied that the representation had been made falsely,

fraudulently, and corruptly;" a conclusion which there
would be some difficulty in coming to, as the defendant
had no motive to injure anybody by his act. Such mar-
riages are liighly irregular, but very common, especially
among Ronum Catholics : it is difficult to see how on a
second marriage a man can describe himself except hy
his description before the marriage. The jury found a
verdict of Not Guilty.
Walter Watts, tried at the Central Criminal Court on

the 10th of May, on the charge of stealing a cheque for

140tV., belonging to his employers, the Globe Insurance

Company, was convicted on one of the counts of the

indictment, of "
stealing a piece of paper," the point of

law being reserved whether this was sufficient to consti-
tute a criminal charge. On the '22nd instant Lord Chief
Justice Wilde delivered the judgment, Ajfirining the

Conviction.
An action was tried in the Court of Common Pleas at

Dublin, on the 22ud, at the instance of the London and
Dublin Bank against Mr. Clements, a young military
officer, for pajoneut of a bill for lOOO/., purporting to be
drawn by a person of the name of Joel and accepted by
Mr. Clements. When this bill was afterwards discovered
to be in the hands ofthe Bank, INIr. Clements pronounced
it a Forgery, and Joel was subsequently tried at the Old
Bailey in January last, convicted of the forgery and sen-
tenced to transportation. Notwithstanding this, the
Bauk pursued Mr. Clements for paj-ment of the consider-
ation given by them for the bill. Judge Ball, in his

charge to the jury, told them that they were not to be
iniiuenced by the fact which had come out in the course
of the trial, that Joel had been found guilty by another
triliunal of the forgery of the bill

;
and the jury found a

verdict in favour of the Bank, for 700/., with sixpence
costs.

A deliberate suicide was committed on the 22nd, by a
Child Seven Fears oW, the son of John Hanson, a water-
man, residing at Newark. The boy having been beaten
by his mother, had threatened that if she did so again
he would drown himself, and carried his threat into

execution, by walking resolutely into the Trent till the
stream carried him away.
On Sunday the 23rd, early in the morning, a respect-

able-looking middle-aged man was observed to throw
himself from the centre arch of Southwark bridge. In
his fall his head was seen to strike against one of the
abutments with a force which must have shattered his
skull. His body has not been found.
An instance of the misery caused by the practice adopt-

ed by the Irish parochial authorities, of Getting Rid of
their Poor by sending them to England in a destitute

state, was exhibited at the Southwark Police Court, on
the 2.Jth, when three little Irish boys, found lying on the
steps of a house in the Borough, were brought before the
magistrate. They were almost xmacquainted with

English, but the eldest of them was able to answer the

magistrate's questions. Mr. A'Becket (to the eldest

boj') : Where have you come from ? From the county of
Cork. What place ? Dunmanway. I was in the
workhouse there. Mr. A'Becket : Vi'hj' did you leave
that place } Boy : Because Mr. Hamilton, one of the

gentlemen there, said that I w ould get plenty of work
and victuals if I left the workhouse and came over to

England. Mr. A'Beckett : Who paid for your passage ?

Boy ; Mr. Hamilton, I believe, paid the money. Mr.
A'Beckett : Were there any more boys sent away from
the workhouse with you ? Boy : Yes, Sir

;
there were

21 boys picked out, and we were all put on board the

ship and brought over hero as deck passengers. Mr.
A'Beckett : Did they supply you with food while on
board ? Boy : Yes, Sir, we had some bread given to us,
but nothing else besides water. Mr. A'Beckett : Where
have you been living since you came to Loudon ? Boy :

In no house. Sir. We tried to get work, but could not
find any one to employ us, and so we have beeu wan-
dering about the town, sleeping sometimes under the
arches of the railway, and at other times on the steps of
houses near the water-side. The magistrate, after com-
menting on the conduct of the Irish parish officers,
directed that the boj-s sliould be taken to the woi-khouse
of the parish in which they were found destitute, that

they might be relieved and passed over to Ireland.
An Atrocious Attack on IJer Jlq/esig was made

shortly after six o'clock on the evening of the 27th.
The Queen, accompanied by a lady in waiting and the

royal children, had been to inc^uire respecting the health
of the Duke of Cambridge, at his residence, in Picca-

dilly. A mau was observed loitering about for some
time, keeping his eye directed towards the entrance at
which the roj'al carriage would cume out, when ou
reaching the end of the road from the house, the villain

deliberately aimed a blow at her Majesty with a light
cane, which he held in his hand, strildng her on the

cheek, and crushing her bonnet over her forehead,
which caused a great sensation to the bystanders. The
fellow was instantly seized by the persons on the spot,
and the weapon wrested from him. Her Majesty then

immediately proceeded to Buckingham Palace. The
police were quickly ou the spot, and took him in charge,
and conveyed him to the Vine Street station. Upon
being placed before Inspector Whall, he gave his name
Robert Pate, 27, Duke Street, St. James's. He assigned
no rea.son for the act

; said he had been a lieutenant in
the Tenth Hussars. The charge w'as then entered as
follows:—"Charged with assaulting Her Majesty on
leaving Cambridge House." He was then locked up.
Her Majesty arrived at the palace perfectly safe, and
apparently little alarmed at the outrageous assault that
had been committed on her. In a short time, however,
the news had spread to th.e various club-houses, and the
noblemen and others there assembled instantly hastened
to the royal residence to ascertain, if possible, whether
Her Majesty had sustained injury. However, she

appeared at the Royal Italian Opera in the evening,
and presented herself in the front of her box pcrfcctly
uuharmcd. Her reception by the audience was some-

thmg more than enthusiastic; it was afi'ecting
—many

shed tears.

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT AND
DISASTER.

Melancholy accounts have been brought, by recent
arrivals from the Atlantic, of the Destruction of Ships
by floating Icebergs. One of these catastrophes was
witnessed, on the 27th of April, by the Oriental, of

Liverpool. The Oriental was then beset by ice, and
saw another vessel a few miles ofl' in a nro.st jjerilous

condition, stove in by the ice, and sinking, i'or two
days she was seen in the same forlorn condition, when
she suddenly disappeared, and very little doubt is enter-
tained of every soul having gone clown in the foundered
vessel. Subsequently a great many bodies were seen

intermingled with the ice, together with some portions
of the cargo, from which it was discovered that she was
from Londonderry bound for Quebec. The Oriental was
eleven days before she got entirely clear of the ice.

j^iother similar catastrophe was witnessed ou the 2r'th
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of March, hv the ship Signet of Alloa. The vessel was

apparently au English brig, heavily laden. She went

ilowu, and all on board perished. Among other vessels

lost from the same cause, down to the middle ofMay, are,

the Ostensible, from Liverpool, for Quebec ;
the Con-

servator and the Acorn, both of Liverpool ;
tlie Hibcruia,

from Glasgow, for Quebec ;
the British schooner Col-

lector, from St. John's, Newfoundland, for London ; the

brig Astree, of WejTUOuth ;
the Wilhclmina, of Aber-

deen
;
the GosweU, of Newcastle

;
the Sylph, of Leith,

and three others, the names of which are unknown.
With the exception of these last, the crews were saved.

Most of the unfortunate vessels were heavily laden, and
these losses in total are estimated at nearly 100,000/.

A Remarkable Shipwreck is related in the West
India papers. The sloop Star, Captain Robertson, was
near Battawya, in the island of St.Vincent, on tlie 3rd of

May, when it was discovered that a plank in her bottom
had started, and that, notwithstanding every eliort, she

could not be saved from going down. The captain, a

young gentleman named Bynoe, a Miss A\'ebb, a Mrs.
Gibbs with a boy, her nephew, were upon deck. Several

of the sailors leajied overboard. Mrs. Gibbs clasped her

young nephew to her breast, declaring loudly that he was
the cause of her being there, and that if she was lost, he
should go with her. The captain tried to induce Miss
Webb to leap overboard with him, and took her hand

;

but she could not be persuaded to venture, and he

jumped overboard alone, followed by Mr. Bynoe. Tlie rest

must be told in that young gentleman's own words:—
"As soon as I quitted the vessel, which I did at the

same time as the captain, and some two or three minutes
after the others, I struck out for the dog-house. The
sloop instantly sunk

;
Miss Webb, ]Mrs. Gibbs and her

nephew, going down with her. There was a little

moonUght. A female passenger and her husband had
hold of the dog-ho\ise. I observed a little boy floating,
and I swam and took him to the dog-house. The cur-

rent was strong and we made little progress, and I was

obliged to go behind the dog-house to push it on. As
this exliausted me and many held on, I let go, which

gave the others more room. I then laid liold of an oar

and used it for a short time
;
but I thought I heard

something blow beside me like a whale or porpoise, and
I became alarmed and threw away the oar, determined
to swim. Before leaving my companions in misery, I

told them I would swim to Bequia and send them a boat,
that if it came it would be a sign I was alive

;
if not,

that I was drowned. They implored me not to leave

them, because I cheered them up. I now undressed

myself in the water, not keeping on a vestige ofclothing,
and struck out with the greatest eontidence in my
power of endurance and s-\vimming. Battawya was at

this time just discernible. We were about hvc miles

from it, and fifteen or sixteen miles from Bequia. It

was four o'clock in the morning. The captain called to

mc, and I replied. I have since heard that he called me
an hour afterwards, and, as I did not reply, all gave me
up as lost, as a very heavy sea was running at the time.

I remained in the water until three or four in the

afternoon, swimming all the time, at which time I

reached Bequia. I was alongside the rock an hour
before I could ascend it. The surf and hea'i'y swells

sometimes dashed me against the rock and at others
drew me away ii-onr it. I twice despaired, and placed
my hands on my head

;
but I could not sink. I was

completely exhausted, and suffered much in trying to

land. I remained fifty hours on the Bequia iocic with-
out food, water, rest, or clothes. 1 tried to eat a small

shell-iish, but it made me sick. I was very thirsty, but
I found relief in sea-bathing. Altogether I was sixty-
two hours deprived of every necessary of life. AVhile on
the rock I hailed some vessels and boats, but was not
heard. At length the Caledonia sloop passed by ;

I

hailed her, and she sent a boat for me. I had determined
to attempt the next day to tliat on which I was relieved
to swim to Bequia harbour, rather than die slowly.
The bruises and cuts you see I got in attempting to land
on the rock. I feel no inward ill eil'ects from my suffer-

ings. I was like a skeleton when I lauded. The crew
and passengers of the Star who were saved were brought
to St. Vincent by the Emily Strath, which picked them
up." Much surprise and rejoicings were manifested at

St. Vincent when it was reported that Mr. Bynoe had
been landed from the Caledonia.
On the evening of the 30th ofMay, IMr. Thomas Lang

of Bristol Xearli/ Perished while crossiiif/ the Dangerous
Sands between Hayle and St. Ives. Tlie horse of his

carriage suddenly disappeared in a quicksand, and he
felt the carriage rapidly sinking. He sprang from his

scat and with much difficulty succeeded in struggling to

firm ground. The horse and carriage were rescued by
the aid of about twenty men who had seen the accident

from a distance. Had it happened after dark, or when
the tide was ttowing, escajje would have been hopeless.
Mr. Robert Duudas Jones, a solicitor, Poisoned Him-

self with prussic acid on the evening of the 30th of May.
It appeared, at the inquest, that he had several bills of

exchange unpaid, and that one, of considerable amount,
had been presented for payment on the morning of his

death. The jury found that he had died from the

effects of poison, but that there was not sufficient evi-

dence to prove the state of his mind.
On June 5th, Eleven Men and Two Boys toere Killed

in the colliery of Little Usworth, near Washington, by
the explosion of a quantity of gas accumulated in a

natural reservoir or hollow. The accident was caused

by firing a blasting chai-ge of gunpowder.
As Mr. Samuel Rogers the poet was returning home, on

the evening of the 6th, from dining with a friend, he was
Knocked down by a Cab in crossing the street, and

seriously injured, but has nearly recovered, we are

happy to understand, from the effects of the accident.

On the 8th, Mr Sibley, a schoolmaster at Highgate,
alarmed by a cry for help from one of his pupils, who
was bathing in the Hampstead ponds, plunged in to

save the boy, and Both Perished. The youth was a

son of JNIr. Barnes, of Brecknock Villas, Camden Town.
;Mrs. Sibley had gone out to meet her husband, and the

abrupt communication by one of the pupils of what had

happened almost deprived her of reason. At the

inquest on the bodies the coroner commented on the

dangerous state of these ponds, and said that if some

step's were not taken by the Hampstead Water Company
to prevent similar accidents in future, an action could

be brought against them for want of proper caution.

The jury attached to their verdict of accidental death a

strong recommendation that such steps should be taken.

A young man named Benjamin Tate was Droioned in

the Serpentine while bathing, on Sunday morning,
the 9th. At the coroner's inquest a servant of the

Royal Humane Society who had found the body said

that many fatal accidents occur on the north side of the

Serpentine, which is very deep, with a groat accumxila-

tion of mud and many holes. The jury requested the

coroner to write to the Duke of Cambridge, urging
the necessity of prohibiting persons ftom bathing there.

As Lieutenant AVebber, son of the late Dr. Webber,
Dean of of Ripon, was llandliny a Loaded Pistol, in

CHiarterhouse Square, on the 9th, it accidentally went

off', and the charge, passing through his hand, produced
locked jaw, of which he died in a few hours.

Miss Scymovir, of Bath, daughter of Lady Seymour,
who had come to Oxford with a party of friends to be

present at the commemoration, was Killed by a Fall

from Iter Horse, while taking an airing, on the after-

noon of the 11th, with several ladies and gentlemen.
The horse stumbled, and threw Miss Seymour on her

head. She was taken up insensible, and remained in

that situation till the l-ith, when she expired.
On the 12th, a young servant-girl was cleaning the attic

windows of a house in Blackmau Street, Borough, and,
as usual, had placed herself on the window sill, when
she lost her balance, and, falling into the street, was
Killed on the Spot, her head being shattered to pieces.
On the 13th three workmen, employed upon the

New Docks at Liverpool were Killed by a Fall of a

Hir/h Wall, under the foundation of which they were

making an excavation. When their bodies were dug
out ofthe heap of rubbish, two were quite dead, and
the third expired a few minutes after being carried to

the hospital. Several other men narrowly escaped, by
getting out of the way before the wall fell.

On the loth, while several men were engaged in lay-

ing down what arc called "turn-tables," or great cast-

iron tubes weighing five tons each, on the Brighton
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feet and rushed on deck. After a vei-y brief interval
one of my neighbours I'Cturncd, and began with great
trepidation to dress. I then apprehended danger, and
jumped out of bed, and drawing on my trousers went on

dock, calling at tlic ladies' cabin, in passing, to tell my
wife that she had better got up and dress although there

might not be any immediate danger. On getting to the

qviarter-dcck I Ibuud a large number of the passengers
assembled in great alarm. The vessel by this time had
settled somewhat by the head, and was lurching over a
little to the starboard—that is, towards the land. I

instantly went below to hasten my wife with her toilet,
and put on a little more dress, and sought for a small
trunk I liad, and brought it to the middle of the cabin.

INIy wife aud 1 now went on deck, and as the vessel was

dipping deeper aud deeper into the water I calmly told

her that I feared there was little hope, but that we

Railway, the tackle employed in lioistmg one of them
to the top of one of the arches, suddenly gave way, and
the mass fell, bringing with it a quantity of the brick-

work. One poor man, named George Eowe, was

Instantly Crushed to Death, and two others, John
Ilackett and George Ilowison, were injured, the former
so dreadfully that he was not expected to survive.

A Dreadful Fire broke out on the morning of the

17th, in a house in Phccnix Street, a narrow thorough-
fare leading out of Crown Street, Soho. A Mrs.

Harding, who occupied a portion of the second door,

attempted to make her escape by the window, but,
after holding on by her hand for some time, was com-

jielled to drop on the stones beneath, and her death
was almost instantaneous. Her son, who had made the
most courageous eHbrts to save her, was so burnt as to

be obliged to be removed to the hospital. One of the

daughters of a Mr. Noland, whose family were also i would use every effort to save ourselves. By this time
inmates in the house, was literally burned to a cinder,

j

the water was over the bulwarks at the bow, aud the

Every article of furniture and wearing apparel belonging
' heel '

of the deck was becoming greater and greater,
to the different lodgers was destroyed before the lire I then feared that all was over, and clasping my wife to

could be got under. my breast felt resigned to my fate. We then proceeded,
On the night of the 17th, as Captain Peel, son of at my wife's suggestion, to the stem of the vessel at the

Mr. Yates Peel, and nephew of Sir Robert, was returning I larboard side, and as the inclination of the deck became
to Nenagh Barracks, in a car with three other officers, [

so great as to j)revent our standing, I laid hold of one of
it was Accidentally oi^erturned, and, falling above him,

|

the belaj-ing-pius, aud placing my •n^fe between my
fractured his left thigh, and his right leg in two jjlaces,
and dislocated his left shoulder.
Two children of ]Mr. Lewen, a -N-isitor to Brighton,

were playing on the beacli on the 18th, when a bathing
machine, on the wheels of which they had climbed, was

breast and the bulwark, I there held on. A lady at

thismoment had got hold of my wife's shawl, but as it was
not fastened at the throat it soon dropped off, and the

unfortunate creature slid down the deck. On turning
round I found the whole space within the bulwarks, and

suddenly put in motion, and threw them down. The up to nearly the centre line of the deck, filled with a-

one, a boy of seven, escaped with slight injui-j'; but the struggling multitude in the gurgling and seething,

other, a girl of nine, was Killed on the Spot, the wheel
i waters, and most of these were veiy soon drowned.

having passed over her head.
On the 19th, William Jones, a labourer in Messrs.

j

AVhitbread & C'o.'s brewerj', was Suffocated by Foul
Air, in a vat into which he had descended lor the

purpose of cleaning its bottom. The coroner's jury
found that no blame was attached to the firm, as it

As soon as the water reached the companion, the pent
air in the cabin forced off the skylights with a most
hoiTid crash, and in an instant after we were under

water, sucked down in the vortex of the sinking ship.
When below the surface, I lost hold of my wife, and

striking out found myself above water and in contact

appeared that Jones had been frequently cautioned ' with one of the stays of the mizen-mast, wliich I laid

against entering vats to clean them without first

allowing the carbonic acid gas, generated from the

grounds, to escape.
The Orion, a large and fine steamer, plpng between

Liverpool and Glasgow, was wrecked on Tuesday the

18th, off Port Patrick, witli an Appalling Loss of Life.
About one o'clock in the morning, while most of the

passengers were asleep, she struck on a sunken rock, and
in five minutes went down in seven fathoms water. There
was no time for the people, thus awfully roused, to

dress
;
in the cabin the water was immediately up to

their knees. Eveiy one crowded on deck, which iJi-e-

scntcd a scene of consternation and despair. The boats

were launched with difficulty : the first, overcrowded,
sank instantly, and almost all on board iicrished ; the

second, into which a nvimber of ladies were put, reached
the shore in safety. Meanwhile the vessel tilled and
sank, leaving the crew and remaining passengers
floating on the surface. Some saved themselves by
swimming or getting on pieces of the \\Teck, but many

hold of at once. I had hardly done so, when my wife

rose also to the surface, and I at once took her hand and
caused hei- to hold on by the same rope. I placed my
legs round the rope, the better to secure my hold, and-
told her to rest herself on my knee, which she did. As
soon as we had so far secured ourselves, the ship gave a

lieavy lurch to starboard, which immersed us \mder
water ;

but swinging back she lurched again to port, and

again were we \indcr water. Gradually the lurches

decreased in extent, and after a few more rolls the masts
continued stationary. I had only my head above water,
as I was sujiporting my wife

;
and I was afraid to elevate

myself further, as I knew tliat in that case the weight
would be increased. Above me, on the mast, a sailor

was perched, who called out in the most imploring
accents to some persons in a boat to come and take the

people off. When the vessel ultimately sunk, the quar-
ter-deck at the stern was clustered with human beings,
like a bee-hive ;

and of these but few were saved, as the

vortex absorbed them, and they were so numerous as to

were drowned. As soon as the accident was discovered i impede each other in their attempts to save themselves.

from the shore, a number of boats jnit off and picked up
the persons still struggling in the water. To make the

circumstance, if possible, still more distressing, the
weather was calm and beautiful, and the sea as smooth
as a mirror. It is said that there were above 150 passen-
gers on board, many being of the superior class, and
about 50 appear to have perished. Among them are,
Professor Burns, of Glasgow ; ^Mr. M'Neill, of Colonsay,
his wife and two daughters ; Captain M'Neill, brother
of the Lord A(h'ocate

;
and Mr. Splott with his wife

and three daughters, wlio were about to proceed to

Australia. The causes of the disaster are under investi-

gation.
The following graphic and affecting details are ex-

tracted from the narrative of Mr. George Thompson, of

Glasgow, one of the survivors ;
—

"
It was about half-past one that I was awoke by

hearing and feeling a strange tearing sort of noise, as if

some strong paper was torn. It was so gentle that I

thought little of it and remained in bed, although all the
other passengers in the cabin started at once to their

On the shrouds of the mizen-mast, near where we were,
there were several persons clustered, three women.

hanging on by one rope. At this time the companion
cover floated "off, and three persons contrived to keep
up by it until they were rescued. After being about
half an hour in the water, a shore boat came up and was
about to pick me up, when I told the men to get a lady,
who appeared much exhausted, in tirst; this was done,

my wife was taken in next, and, as quicldy as jjossible,

all suiiported by the mast were speedily rescued. The
boat then went "to t)ie main-mast, and took off the cap-

tain and another man or two, and tlien proceeded to the

shore, where we wore met by a little girl, who said

we must come to licr mammy's house, as tliey had

a nice fire to warm us and would make us comfortable,

:Mr. M'Neill, of Collonsay, his wife, two daughters, and

two sons, were on board. The sons alone escaped. The
eldest daughter, though alive when she was brought

ashore, soon died. She was a handsome, joyous, happy
creature, and walked the deck till a late hour in all the

health and joyousncss of youtli. Alas ! how soon was
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all changed, and ere a few liours elapsed she was a

corpse. Mrs. Merrilees, of Liverpool, had a little child

about nine months old in her arnM. When she was

overpowered with the waters, she sank, and on rising to

the surface her baby was dead, and floated away out of

her arms. The mother was saved ;
and when she

recovered herself so far as to recollect her loss, she was

bewailing her sad bereavement, when the body of the

little innocent was brought into the house. The scene

that ensued may be imagined. Mr. Tait, baker, of

Glasgow, swam on shore with his little boy on his back
most of the way, and both were saved. The Rev.
]\Ir. Pcughe, the Episcopal clergyman of Paisley, had
a little cliild on board, about twelve years of age, which
was given in charge to the stewardess. After the alarm
was given, she proceeded to dress her little charge,
and took her on deck, the poor child e.xclaiming,
' I know you will not leave me.' '

No, no ! I never

will,' exclaimed the noble woman
; but, alas ! heroism

availed them not
;
the remorseless surge claimed them

as its own. Nothing could exceed tlie kindness of the

villagers to the wants of the survivors
;
their houses,

their larders, their wardrobes—their all, were freely

placed at our disposal. Nor should Dr. Douglas, the

medical gentleman of the place, be omitted. He Uterally
ran from one to another Irom the hour of the wreck,
administering relief to those who required it, with a

degree of kindness, skill, and perseverance, which must
ever be remembered with gratitude by all. The night
was beautifully clear and calm. There was a slight
haze of fog crawling along the land, but the shore was

quite visible and distinct
;
the lighthouse loomed close

over the vessel when she struck. The distance between
the rock and the shox'c did not appear above 150 yards,
if so much, and would be about the length of the
division of Argyll Street fronr Queen Street to Buchanan
Street. Tlie rock on which the Orion struck is well
known to all the seamen and fishermen of the place, and is

a very short distance from the mouth of the harbour."

Captain M'Neill, of Colonsay, lost his life in endea-

vouring to save the lives of others. He was seen by
several of the survivors clinging to a floating spar, guid-
ing to safety, by his voice and exertions, the shrieking
throng who struggled around him. His strength failing

him, he was heard to say,
" For God's sake save your-

selves, I have done all I can;" and, before the boats
which put off from the shore could approach him, the
noble-hearted soldier was beyond the reach of succour.—
The cook of the Orion, a man of colour and an excellent

swimmer, was among the first to reach the shore, and
left it in tlic first boat which made for tlie wreck. He
leapt into the sea, and by pushing spars and boxes to

those who were battling with the waters, succeeded in

saving several lives. On the 2.3rd, instructions were re-

ceived from the Lord Advocate to ajiprehend Mr. Hen-
derson, the master of the Orion.
No less than ^firejires took place in different parts of

London on the night of the 21st. Two of them, the one
in the premises of the Messrs. Bowler, vellum-binders
on Garlick Hill, and the otlier in Red Lion Street, near
the London Docks, were attended with great destruction
of property, the inmates narrowly escaping with their
lives. Tile others were at Wapping, Tabernacle Square,
and Lisson Grove

;
but the damage done by them was

comparatively small.
A young gentleman named John Bellowen, son of an

extensive planter in Trinidad, was drowned on the

morning of Sunday, the 23rd, while bathing in the

Serpentine. This is the second loss of life at the north
side of the Serpentine this season.
Mr. J. Smith,-of Sheffield, a young man of 21, lost

his life on the 2-lth from the Iiiccmtious Use of Chloro-

form. He was found dead in his bed in the morning,
with a hankerchief in his hand firmly pressed to his
mouth and nostrils

;
and a bottle which had contained

'

chloroform was found by him. He had been in the habit
of inhaling cliloruform to allay the pain of toothache. I

A Workshop suddenltj Fell on the premises lately
occupied by the Philanthropic Society in St. George's
Fields, on tlie 2.5th, while a number of French polishers
were at work in it. One man named Wilson was
crushed to death, and several others so much injured
that they were conveyed to the hospital.

SOCIAL, SANITARY, AND MUNICIPAL
PROGRESS.

The Society for Improi'lng the Condition of the

Labouring Classes had its annual meeting at St.
Martin's Hall on the 6th

;
Lord John Russell was in the

chair. The committee's report, read to the meeting,
emmierated the various places where improvements
had been effected in the dwellings of the poor, and the
sums expended for that purpose. Referring to the

buildings now being erected in the neighbourhood of

Gray's Inn Lane, it stated that it was intended to

receive, among others, 128 needlewomen, at a rent of
a sliilling a week, and that there would be healthy
dwellings for from two to three hundred people.
Attached to these buildings there would be a public
washhouse. The cost woidd be 10,000/., of which
nearly one half was still to be raised, so that the society
had need of assistance. The resolution adopting the

report was about to be put by the chairman, when
Mr. G. "W. M. Reynolds came forward, and was

vociferously cheered by a knot of persons at the bottom
of the hall. Lord Ashley rose to order, observing that
this was a meeting of a private society for the transaction
of its own business, and could be addressed only by its

members. "Then," cried Mr. Reynolds, "I'll make
myself a member at once," and advanced with a purse
in his hand, out of wliicli he ofi'ered some money to the

secretary, which was decHued. A great deal of noise and
confusion arose

;
Mr. Reynolds insisting on his right to

pay his guinea and make himself a member on the spot;
and Lord John Russell explaining that this might
entitle him to address a future meeting, but that he
could not be heard then. At length the resolution was
put and carried, only three hands being held up against
it. Lord Ashley then came forward to move the second

resolution, when he was met by loud uproar on the part
of Mr. Reynolds's friends, in the midst of which Mr.

Repiolds once more rose from his seat, and advancing
with air half-menacing, half-swaggering towards the chair-

man, exclaimed,
"

I appeal to your lordship whether

you will allow the working classes to be insulted in this

manner ?" By this time he had come up to Lord

Harrowby, who sat next Lord John Russell. Lord
Harrowby put out his hand to stop his further progress,
and exclaimed, "Go back, sir!" Mr. Reynolds still

pressed forward, on which Lord Harrowby rose from
his seat, took him by the shoulders, and pushed him
back. Mr. Reynolds, without further resistance, slunk
back to his seat, while the meeting resounded with

cheering and cries of "Well done. Lord Harrowby!"
Lord Ashley went on, and in the course of his speech
assured his good friends below the rope that he had
been in the habit of mixing with all classes, and that he
even came from among tlie working classes with
increased respect for them, and a determination to do all

he could for their benefit. ISlx. Reynolds exclaimed,
"The Factory Act; the Ten Hours Bill! You have

betrayfd the working classes." Lord Ashley did not
notice the interruption, and tlie remaining business of
tlie meeting was quietly gone through. This meeting
gave rise to some proceedings at Bow Street. Mr.
Merriman was soon afterwards charged by Mr. Sceley,
bookseller, with creating a disturbance at the meeting,
and was held to bail, ]Mr. Reynolds becoming one of liis

sureties. At the same time ]Mr. Reynolds applied for a
summons for assault against Lord Harrowby, whom he
called "a ferocious fellow." The magistrate said he
should require written information upon oath, which
was promised by Mr. Rejmolds. Two days afterwards
he renewed his application, but it was refused by the

magistrate, who held tliat he had no right to address
the meeting, nor to approach the chairman, and tliat

Lord Harrowby was justified in thrusting him back as

an intruder.

The Great Flower Show of the Horticultural Society
at Chiswick, on the 8th, was attended by above .six

tliousand visitors, the Nepaulese princes being among
the number. The chief object of curiosity was the

gigantic Victoria Regia Lily, grown in the gardens of

Sion House. The still greater exhibition of a similar

kind by the Royal Botanical Society, in the Regent's
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Pr.rk, on the 12th, is said to haye attracted no less than
sixteen thousand persons. The magnificent collection

of American plants was the jirinciiJal feature of this

exhibition.

A deputation on the subject of Piirifijing the Ser-

peniine, consisting of several medical se"tlcmen. had
an interview with Lord Seymour on the 8th. After

having heard the statements made by the deputation,
Lord Seymour replied that the condition of the Ser-

pentine had not escaped his attention, and there could
be no doubt as to the necessity of there being a constant
stream passing through it. The only question in his

mind was, as to the best mode of obtaining the necessary
increased supply of water. He did not deny the neces-

sity which was said to exist for thoroughly emptying
the Serpentine of its mud, and also for rendering tlie

river more safe, but it would be impossible to do so

before the Great Exhibition of 1851 took place. He
promised, however, that no time should be lost in

affording the necessary increased supply of water.
A Pennij Bank for Safhir/s was opened at Cheshunt,

on Monday evening, the 10th. A considerable number
of depositors attended, and the promoters are sanguine
of success.

The Xew Chwch of St. Barnabas, in Pimlico, was
consecrated on the 11th, by the Bishop of London. The
ceremony attracted more than ordiuarj' attention, from
the number of High Church Bishops, dignitaries, and

clergy, who mustered in full caiionicals, as well as from
the number of aristocratic members of the High Church
party ; including the Earl of Carlisle, Earl Kelson,
Lords C'ampdcn, Fielding, Castlereagh, John Manners,
Mr. J. B. Hope, M.P., and Mr. Branston, M.P. The
church, which from the style of architecture and the
nature of its decorations has much the appearance of a
Roman Catholic cathedral, is intended to be entirely
free, without pews or paid seats. There is a college con-
nected with the church, at which choristers and other

youths will l)e educated. A Sisterhood of Mercy is also

to be established, for parochial visiting.
The eighth anniversary festival of the Brompton

Hospital for Consumption was celebrated on the 12th,
at the Alljion Tavern ; Lord Feversham presiding. The
institution continues to increase in usefulness. The re-

port read by the Secretary mentions the number of

in-patients during the past year as 360
; being 78 more

than in the previoxis years. Of this number 217 were
relieved and discharged more or less benefited, 62 died,
and there were 81 in the house when the report was
drawn up. Since the opening of the new building, in

1846, 10o6 in-patients had been admitted
; of whom 760

were relieved and discharged, and 105 died. The num-
ber of ovit-paticnts treated during the past j'car has been
3176

; being an increase of 371 over the number treated
in the previous year. The report points out that many
of these patients continue under treatment for months,
and that during the year the number of prescriptions to

out-patients alone has amounted to 26,956. The sub-

scription after dinner amoimted to 1500/.
A meeting of gentlemen connected with "Wales was

held on the 15th, in the Welsh Charity School, Gray's
Inn Road, to promote Secular Instruction among the
Welsh by means of their native language. The
Earl of Powis presided, and the Dean of Bangor was
among the persons present. It ajipcarcd from statements
made at the meeting, that the population of Wales, by
the census of 1841, was 1,045,753 ; of whom it was esti-

mated that half a million either understand Welsh only
or employ that language in their ordinary intercourse.
Not only is public worship, in many parishes, conducted
in Welsh, but periodical publications printed in that

language have an aggregate circulation of 60,000 copies,
and are probably read by 200,000 persons. All the

speakers repudiated the notion that it was intended by
tliis movement to perpetuate the Welsh language, but
c mtended that tlie publication ofbooks in that language
was at present the readiest, if not the only means of

diffusing information amcmg the Welsh people. Dona-
tions were made to the amount of 115/.

The annual examination of the boys belonging to the
model school of the British and Forcir/n School Society
in tlie Borough Road, took place on the 19th. It was
presided over by Sii- E. N. Buxton, and the proficiency

of the children gave great satisfaction to a large assem-

blage. The object of the society is the scriptural
education of the children of the ]ioor, without dis-

tinction of sect or party ;
and this is accomplished by

promoting the establishment of schools in the destitute
districts of England and Wales. The model boys' school
numbers at present nearly 700 children in daily attend-

ance, and the girls' school 300 ; and since the establish-

ment of the institution 52,828 children have been
received and educated, and upwards of 3000 teachers
have been selected and trained. At present the schools
in connexion with the society in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of London are 203 in number, and they
contain 30,160 children.
The annual festival of the JRoyal Free Hospital,

Gray's Inn Road, took place at the London Tavern on
the 19th, the Hon. E. H. Stanley in the chair. The
number of sufferers relieved by this institution during
the last year, within and without the walls, was 28,190;
and the receipts, in that period, amounted to upwards
of 5500/. In the course of the evening subscriptions
were announced to the amount of 1300/.

The following notice has been issued by the General
Post-office :

—
" General Post-office, June 1850.

" On and after the 23rd instant, there will be no

delivery of letters throughout the United Kingdom on

Sunday ;
nor will there be any collection of letters,

whether by messengers, letter-carriers, receivers, &c.,
on that day." A collection, however, by means of boxes, will still

be permitted on Sunday, as at present, at the receiving-
offices, whether in towns or in the country, and at the
chief offices in towns, &c.

; it being clearly understood
that letters deposited in the receiving-boxes shall remain
xinsorted and untouched until the INIonday ; and that
there shall be no attendance of postmasters or their

clerks at the window of the post-oftico on Sunday." The present practice of detaining letters addressed
to the Metropolis itself, when posted on Saturday, untQ
the despatcli on Sunday, will not be disturbed with the

exception that the bags containing such letters must be
closed on Saturday night ; and, as the mails will be
transmitted on Sunday in the usual manner, it will be

nccessarj' that some person shall attend to despatch the

bags alluded to, as well as to receive or forward those

bags that have arrived from other "offices.
" Postmasters taking upon themselves to deliver letters

to any parties whatsoever in contravention of these

orders, will be most severelj' punished."
On the 20th, a meeting was held in Peel's Coffee-house,

of the proprietors of a large number of the Loudon news-

papers, to consider M'liat measures ought to be adopted
by them in consequence of the recent vote of the House
of Commons, with reference to Sunday labour in the

Post-office, and the subsequent concurrence of the
Government in the principle of that resolution. Mr.

Ingram, proprietor of the " Illustrated London News,"
was in the chair. The meeting was attended by reiwe-
sentatives of all the weekly newspapers, whose interests

will be chiefly atrected by the alterations consequent
upon the resolution of the House of Commons, and by
some of the proprietors of the daily and monthly
periodicals. A resolution was voted

;
—" That this meet-

ing conceives that by the conduct of the Ministry, in

stopping the use of the post to the wceklj' newspapers,
in an address voted by only ninety-throe members of the

House of Commons, it lias shrunk from its duty as a

govei-nment." And a committee was formed "
to take

into consideration the general interests of the press, ami

especially as to all efforts to interfere with its circulation

by Sunday bills or otherwise."
At a meeting of the Metropolitan Commission of

Sewers, on th.e 21st, Mr. Peto exidaiued the condition

of the Metropolitan drainage question. The Commission
has definitely resolved to carry out the principle of

preventing tlie pollution of the Thames. The plans for

the district South of the Thames arc finally settled. No
sewer at all will discharge itself into the Tliames from
Nine Elms to Deptford. Westminster can be drained,
down to Percy A^'harf, by natural tiills. The plan for the

rest of the northern part of London is still under con-

sideration, and the same principle of non-poUution of
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the Thames will there be carried out; but for this

remaining part it will be impossible to do without
mcchaniciil aids.

The committee for the management of Evonhig
Classes for Younr/ Men in Loiulon liad a supper at the

London" Tavern on the 2oth, nt whicli the Earl of Har-

rowby presided. This institution has liecn founded on

the principle which the Committee of the Privy Council

are endeavouring to introduce in all the schools xuider

their control—that of fomuling a good secular education

on a sound religious basis. The report for the past year
stated that 24 classes had been established, which were
attended by more than 600 students, whose general

good conduct had secured the entire approbation of the

teachers. 29 lectures had been given I'reely by gentle-
men of talent and rcpvitation, and 23 teachers had in

the same spirit devoted nearly 400 evenings to the in-

struction of young men of a different class in society.
The subscriptions received during the last year amounted
to 220/., while the expenditure had not exceeded ISO/.,

nearly half of which was provided by the students them-
selves.

The fourth annual meeting of the Grotto-passage

Ragged Schools and Refuge for the Destitute was held
on tiie 26th, at the Literary Institution, Edward Street,
Portnian .Square

—Lord Ashley in the chair. The

Report stated that during the last year, 36 boys had
been boarded, lodged, and educated there, 11 of whom
had been convicted thieves

;
of this number S had been

sent to Australia, 6 apprenticed to sea, 1 expelled,
1 removed by the parish authorities, 1 sent back to the

workhouse, where he died, 3 had left of their own
accord, and 2 had been enticed to leave. There were at

present lo in the Kefuge, leaving 5 vacancies. In the

Industrial School there had been an average attendance
of 74—2o of whonr were provided daily with a dinner.

Mat-making, shoe-making, tailoring, and net-making
are the trades in which instruction is given, and each is

expected to earn his dinner before partaking of it. The
evening and Sunday schools are both well attended ;

the numlier of scholars in the former, averaging -10, and
in the latter, 113. Lord Kinnaird suggested the esta-

blishment of model lodging-houses on an extensive scale :

and IMr. Arthur Hill expressed his persuasion that it

was extremely necessary that the boys who had passed
through ragged schools, and were intended as emigrants,
should, previously to leaving this country, be subjected to

a kind of rural training, in order to fit them for their

new situation, a rural life being the only one which can
at present 1)0 properly and advantageously pursued in

the colonies.

PERSONAL NARRATIVE.
The Queen, Prince Albert, and the royal children)
returned on the 18th from Osborne to Buckingham
Palace. On the 20th Her Majesty held XhQ first draic-

ing-room of the season ; it was of extraordinary bril-

liancy, and the presentations were imusually numerous.
The Baptism of the Infant Prinee, Her Majesty's

third son, was celebrated on Saturdaj' the 22nd, in the

Chapel at Buckingham Palace. The sponsors were the
Duke of Wellington, the Duchess of Kent as proxy for

the Duchess Ida of Saxc Weimar, and his Royal High-
ness the Prince of Prussia (who had arrived only the
same morning from the Continent). The royal proces-
sion entered the chapel about seven in the evening, the
orchestra performing the March in Handel's occasional

oratorio, followed by a chorale composed by Prince
Albert. The ceremony was perfcmned by the Arch-

bishop of Canterbury, who named the royal infant
" Arthur William Patrick Albert." There was after-

wards a magnificent state banquet in the picture-

gallery ;
and the evening was concluded by a brilliant

assembly and concert, at which the Nepaulese princes,

among many other illustrious personages, were present.
An Embassy from Nepaid arrived at Southampton

on the 2.)th of May. The Ambassador, General Jung
Bahadoor Koorman Ranagee, is the Nepaulesc Prime
Minister

; though only turned of thirty, he is said to be

already a distinguished warrior, and the most influen-

tial statesman in Northern India. He brought a com-

plimentary letter to the Queen, and presents stated to

be worth a quarter of a million sterling. An awkward
affair took place on his arrival. The Southampton
custom-house had orders to pass the presents witliout

search, but not the ambassador's own luggage. When
the officers ^^'ere proceeding to examine it, his excellency
(a Brahmin of high caste) declared that if an article was
touched he would return to India by the first steamer,

;

and posted a Hindoo guard, with a drawn sword, over
the luggage. Alter an interchange of telegraphic mcs-

[
sages the blunder was rectified, and the ambassador,
with his suite, presents, and property, landed and pro-
ceeded to town. The ambassador and his two brothei's

(all three handsome young men) have been since their

arrival the chief lions of the metropolis. They have
'

gone freely into society, visited the chief places of pviblic

amusement, and accepted invitations to numberless fetes

and parties, public and private, enjoying every thing
(except the creature comforts of the entertainment, of

I

which they decline to partake) with infinite zest, and
'

creating a veiy favourable impression by their intelli-

gence, frankness, and good humour. They have their

box at Her Majesty's Theatre, where they are seen every
opera night, seemingly delighted with the performances,
especially the ballet. The principal fete in their honour
was that given by the East India Company on Saturday
the bOth, at tlu^ London Tavern, and attended by a host

of people of distinction, including several members of

the government and of the diplomatic body. The
Nepaulese did not partake of the sumptuous banquet set

before them, but, retiring into another room, had some
fruit, and then rejoined the company. The ambassador,
on his health being given, returned thanks in his own
language, in a speech of excellent taste and feeling,
which was translated to the company by Captain Cava-

nagh, an officer attached to the embassy.
—On the 19th

the ambassador and his brothers were presented to the

Queen by the President of the Board of Control, when
his excellency delivered a letter to Her Majesty from
his sovereign, an<l the presents, of which he was the

bearer.

Prince Albert, as Chancellor of the University of

Cambridge, has addressed a letter, dated the 27tb of

May, to the Vice-Chancellor, on the subject of the

Royal Commission of Inquiry. After expressing his

conviction that the proposed measure does not cast any
slur upon the university, by implying want of confidence

in their ability or inclination to carry out useful reforms,
and that the government are anxious, by the selection of

persons who are to compose the Commission, not to

expose the university to needless hostility, his Royal
Highness concludes by giving the following advice :

—
"
Although I had hoped that the university would have

been allowed to go on in their course of self-improvement
without any extraneous interference, now that I find

the Government irrevocably pledged to the issue of the

Commission, I would recommend the authorities of tho

university not to meet it with opposition, but rather to

take it as the expression, on the part of the C'rowu and
Parliament, of a natural desire to be accurately informed

upon the present state of institutions so closely connected
with and of such vital importance to the best interests

of the nation
;
and to take a pride in showing to those

who have indulged in attacks against them, that they
have conscientiously and /ealouslj' fulfilled the great
task entrusted to them. Any hostUity or opposition on
the part of the university could not prevent the issue

of the Commission by the present government ; and,
w-hile it might add strength to the accusations of their

enemies, would only lead to the result of the inquiry
remaining incomplete, and, as based upon one-sided

evidence, probably injurious to the universities them-
selves."

The Freedom of the City of hmulon iras presented to

Lord Gough on "the 30th of May, at a full t'oiirt of

Common Coiincil
;
and in the evening a grand banquet

was given to him at the Mansion House. The Duke
of Cambridge and a number of members of both

houses of Parliament were among the three hundred

guests.
At the Oxford Commemoration on June 12th, tho

degree of Doctor of Civil Law was conferred on the

Indian warriors Lord Gough and Major Edwardcs. Tlic

same honour was conferred on ^lajor Rawlinson the
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Oriental scholar, Justice Alderson, and Dr. Paris, the
President of tlic College of Physicians. The under-

graduates were even more uproarious tlian usual
;
in

consequence, seemingly, of an order, isKiicd liy the

authorities, against practices whicli of late y<ars liad

brouglit "great discredit on the University." Great
cheers were raised for " the Duke " and Ijord Urougliam,
on account of the sentiments they have expressed re-

specting tlie Royal Commission
; while, for the same

cause, loud gi-oans were uttered at tlic names of Lord
John Russell and Sir Robert Peel.

On Sunday evening, the 16th, the people of Pon-
tonvillo were surprised hy the spectacle of a Muriiwn

Baptism. Two handsome carriages, containing several

fashionahle-looking ladies, drove up to the Peutonvillc

Swimming Batlis. Tliey went into the boxes, and

having put on batliing dresses, were thrice immersed in

the water by a Mormon minister, who has a chapel in

the neighbourhood, a number of people of the persuasion
being jjresent. The singing of a hymn closed the pro-

ceedings. Tlie names of the fair converts did not

transpire ;
Init they appeared to belong to the higher

orders of society.
The Duke of Wellington gave his annual banquet, on

the 18th, the T!iirti/-fJ'th Amiiversary of llie llattle of
Waterloo. Covers were laid for eighty guests, seventy-
two of whom were the Didvc's Companions in Arms on
that memorable day. IMost of these veterans arc general
officers, and the lowest in rank are lieutenant-colonels.

Prince Albert and a few persons of distinction com-

pleted the company-. The entertainment was in the
usual style of magTiiHecnce. Wlien the party broke up,
about midnight, the gallant host, who had dcme the
lionours with great animation, ordei-ed his carriage and
went off to a ball.

About a liundred members of the House of Commons
waited on Lady Palmerston on tlie 2'2nd, and pi-esented
to her ladyship a ftU-lengtJt Portrait of her Husband,
painted by Partridge, in token of approbation of Lm-d
Palmerston's public conduct.

]Mr. Robert Hunt, an elder and only surviving brother
of Mr. Leigh Hunt, has been nominated one of the
Poor Brethren of the Charter-House. He is in his

77th year.
iSIrs. Harriett Waghorn, the widow of the late Lieu-

tenant ]Vaffhorn, has received a pension from the Crown
of 'lot. a year,

" in consideration of the eminent services

of her late husband."
Senor Isturitz, tlie new Ambassador fro7n fipain,

arrived in London on tlie Oth, with a numerous suite.

Tlie late Lord Chancellor has been created discount

Crowhnrst, of Crowhurst in the county of Surrey, and
Earl of Cotteuham, of Cotteuham in the county of

Cambridge.
Letters have been received from ^Ir. I^aTard, our en-

terprising countryman, so late as April 10, and dated
from Arban, on the River Khabour. The last accounts
from this ([uarter mentioned Mr. Layard's purpose of

penetrating into the Desert, which he has now done, and

explored for three weeks, meeting with numerous traces

of ancient population, though not so productive of

antiquities as was lioped for. His present site, however,
is richer in arcliar-ological remains, and is important, as

these are undoubtedly Assyrian, and thus establish the
fact of the extent of that empire. Two winged bulls and
other fragments have been discovered among the ruins.

Mr. Layard was desirous to examine the Kliabour to its

mouth
;
but the Arabs in that direction were hostile to

those whom he ranked among his friends, and amid whose
dromedaries, flocks, and tents he was located. The sheikh
and all the tribe were kind and hospitable.

©fittttari) Df iSotaiblc ^DcrsfoniS.

The Hon. Frances (xABKreLi-E Tai.iiot, sister of LonI Talbot
do lliit-iludc, ('ountess of tlio Austrian ICmpirc, iiiul Cauonass of

tlic Kov.tI Order of St. Ann of Himicli, died at Vienna on tlie

2Stli April.

Sin (iEOROE CiiETWYND, Bart, for m.aiiy years clerk of the

Privy Council, died at Grendeu Hall, Warwickshire, on the 2-ltli

May, in his GTth year.

Mr. IfiCHARD Wyatt, the eminent sculptor, died at Rome on
the ijnth May. He had resided there for the last twenty years.

Lieut.-Colonel P. Campbell, C.Ii., died at Brighton on the
31st May. He served with great distinction tln'oughout the

War and at Waterloo.

Liciit.-Coloncl Sir John Buchan, K.C.B., died on 2nd inst. at

his house in Harley Street. He entered the army in 1795
;
and

served in the Jlysore War, in Ceylon, the West Indies, and

tlu'ough the Peninsula campaigns.

His Itoyal Iligliness William Frederick Mai'rice, of the

Netherlands, second son of the King, died on the 4th, at the age
of six years and nine months.

Mr. James Ssiith, of Deanston, the eminent agriculturist,
whose practice and opinions have been so often referred todurin,:;
the Protection controversy, died on the 10th at the house of his

relative Mr. Buchanan, of" Catrine, in Ayrshire. He is regarded
as the Inventor of tlie modern system of drainage.

Lord Cantilupe, eldest son of the Eai'l of Dclawarr, died on
the 2otli, of rheiunatic fever, in his 37tli year. He sat in Parlia-

ment for several years ;
first for Helston, and afterwarJs for

Lewes.

COLONIES AKI) DEPENDENCIES.

'THE disturbances on the North-Western frontier of India have been quelled for the in-cscnt, and the leading
-*- Affrcedee cliiefs have formally submitted. Tlic passes between Koliat and Pashawur are nevertheless not
considered safe, though nothing further can bo conclusively done till the season for a regular campaign. Such
other interests as appear to occupy the Indi;ui newspapers, centre almost wholly in railways, which have also

latch' occupied the attention of tlio House of Commons, on the motion of Lord Jocelyn. Upon the whole,
the prospects in this I'ospect arc not unfavourable ; and it is curious, that, of all the aiijiareutly mad specu-
lations originating in the fatal railway enthusiasm of five years ago, the companies which most bravely have
weathered the panic are those for the promotion of railways in India.

From Canada wc have news of a series of successes of the govermnent party, the most remarkable
of which is an amendment to the address raising tlic question of an elective ujiper clianiber, defeated

by a considerable majority. Anotlier somewhat notable ([uestion started in the AsKcmbly was embodied in

an address to the Queen for the independence of the British N<n-tli American provinces, and voted for by
seven members. We may add, that one result of the London visit of the Bishop of Toronto, to which we

formerly advei-ted, has declared itself in a vote of four thousand pountls by the Christian Knowlodgc Society
towards the endowment of two additional bishopries in Canada.
But bishoprics arc quite the order of tho day in Colonial mattei's, and episcopal.sees are foundeel before

even outlines of congregations are found. The proposition for what is called the Canterbury Settlement in

New Zealand, for example, is based upon the reservation of a pound per aore for ecclesiastical purposes.
The land is to cost ten shillings an acre, the public works arc to engross another ten shillings, and a sum
equal in amount to both is to l>e laid a-sido for episcopal endowments. Wc doubt if history contains a

satisfactoi-y example of a religion planted in this particular manner, or if tho Canterbuiy Settlement is in

any way likely to furnish tho example needed.



140 THE HOUSEHOLD NAEEATTVE. [June.

The last Overland Mail has brought dates from

Bombay to the 11th of May.
The kingdom of Oude has been much disturbed, and

the British troops stationed there have met -with a

disaster in supporting the king against his rebellious

subjects. A detachment under the command of Captain
Wilson, sent against a refractory- Zemindar who occupied
a strong i^osition, was repulsed on the 29th of March,
with the loss of Lieutenant Elderton, who was killed,
and seventy-five men killed and wounded. During the

following night the enemy evacuated the fort, passing
unharmed through the King of Oude's troops. The fort

was taken possession of and destroyed.
The Governor-General had left Calcutta for Simla, for

the benefit of his health, which had suffered much from
the climate and from over-exertion.
The practice of T/iiigffism is not extinct in India. It

has re cently been discovered that Lieutenant Brockman
of the yOth regiment, who was missing after the battle

of Moodkee, was murdered by a party of Thugs, who
came upon him while he was resting himself by the side

of a well, on his way to overtake his regiment.
A Suttee had occurred in the neighbourhood of

Bombay. The husband was 60 and the widow abovit 22
;

yet, though they were of low caste, her self-sacrifice was
not only voluntary, but in opposition to her family and
friends. All who were known to be present were tried

by the district judge, and nineteen or twenty people
were sentenced to various terms of imprisonment, from
ten to two years.

There are advices from the West Indies to the latter

end of ]\Iay.
The draught which had so long prevailed was giving

way, and there had been seasonable rains in several of
the islands. In Antigua, however, the drought con-

tinued, and it was proposed to hold a general fast and
offer up prayers for the mitigation of the calamity. In
Jamaica the cultivation of cotton was occupj-ing much
attention. In Trinidad considerable excitement has
been caused by the discovery of gold in several parts of
the island.

PROGRESS OF EMIGRATION AND COLONISATION.
We noticed in our last number the fii-st preliminary

meeting of intending Emiffrants on. Mrs. Chishohn's
Plan. A second took place on the 1st instant, and was

numerously attended by intending emigrants, whose

intelligent and respectable appearance was highly gra-
tifying. Mrs. Chisbolm informed them that since the
last meeting she had received communications from per-
sons about to accompany them to the colonics, one of
whom had a capital of 350/., another 6000/., another
40D0('., and five others having from 200/. to 400/., each.
To such persons the society could only afford assistance

in the way of advice, but she thought it right to men-
tion the matter to the meeting, as these capitalists would
no doubt be anxious to secure the services of persons
seeking for employment who would be going out by the
same ship. Mrs. Chisbolm read some interesting letters

from emigrants in Australia, and mentioned that many
sums of money lent by herself and her friends to assist

persons to emigrate, had been faithfully repaid.
On the same day a meeting was held at St. Martin's

Hall, with the object of taking measures to Improve the

Condition of Kinifjrants, and to protect them in the

voyage to the colonies south of the equator. The Earl
of Harrowby took the chair

; supported by the Bishop
of Norwich, Lord Lyttelton, Mr. A. Stafford, M.P.,
Mr. Napier, M.P., the Rev. Dr. Mackenzie (vicar of St.

Martin's), Ilev. Dr. Childs, the Rev. J. Anderson, and
other clergymen and gentlemen interested in colonisa-

tion and the general improvement of the condition of

the poor. Resolutions were passed, to the efl'ect that

every body of emigrants should be accompanied by a

chaplain or lay-teacher ;
that each ship should be fur-

nished with books and maps, and with tools and mate-
rials for manual employment ;

and that all contributions

for these objects should be confided to the committee of

the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, formed
last year to provide a fund for the religious instruction

of the emigrants.
A large party of Young Female Emigrants, sixty-one

in number, sent out to Australia imdcr the auspices of

Mr. Sidney Herbert's Society, embarked on the 26th,
in the Northumberland, bovmd for Port Phillip. They
consisted almost entirely of needlewomen, and most of

them have been inmates of the "
Home,"' and have re-

ceived certificates of good conduct while domiciled there.

There were three who had paid for their passage, but
went under the care and protection of the Society. The
girls having been mustered, were presented with their

credentials, with copies of the rules of the ship, and in-

structions and hints for their future conduct, drawn up
on the part of the Society. The former arrangements
as to needlework and instruction will be observed, and a

supply of little articles of luxury, such as preserved
milk,'&c., similar to that provided on board the other

shii>s, has been duly laid in. A whimsical piece of folly
came to light during the muster. One girl was absent,
and on her name being repeatedly called, a companion
of hers, also an emigrant, came forward and informed
the committee that although her friend had quite made
xip her mind to go, and aithough she had herself pro-
vided and packed her outfit, yet that at Blackwall she

had changed her mind, because—the noise of the steamer

frightened her ! Most of the girls were deeply affected,
but they soon recovered their cheerfulness. Altogether,
both as regards the accommodation for the voyage, and
the appearance and character of the girls themselves, we
believe that the expedition appears to have departed
with most favourable prospects.

MRRATIYE OF FOREIGN EVENTS.

T'HE new Electoral Law having bccu voted, and the Greek affair having subsided, France has been rehearsing
-*- all the mouth a political comedj^ called Money, without any of the wit or humour of its English name-
sake—in fact, an extremely dull affair. The President has been asking for more salary, and the Assembly
has been disputing his claim ; but what are called his services to the "

party of order
"
have prevailed, and ten

tbousaud pounds a month ba.s been voted as " costs of representation
"
to the salary originally assigned him

of twenty-four thousand pounds a year. The result had been doubtful up to the close of a long debate, when
it was determined at last by a few short, sharp sentences, like the cuts of a sabre, from the ordinarily
silent Changarnier. The beginning of the end would thus appear to have arrived.

A piratical expedition to Cuba, imdertaken by a party of American adventurers, headed by a Spanish
soldier of fortune, has been the single exciting event of transatlantic politics. But it turned out a somewhat
absurd one. For the gallant Lopez and his two thousand companions, after storming and sacking a vei-y
small town, made off with all possible speed, as compactly as they could, and left the stocks and the gallows
to pick up the stragglers. It is not impossible, however, that this contemptible aflfair may have some serious

results in checking the friendly intercourse between America and Spain.

Germany does not better her deplorable condition. Prussia and Austria have been bidding for the favour
of Nicholas, and Prussia has signalised a reported success at St. Petersburg by a cnisadc against her liberal

press at home. There is the same lamentable tale to tell of Italy. Completed outrages on property and

person, throughout the Papal States, alternate with attempted outrages on mind and intcllact ; and whether
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the allocations of the Pope or the assaults of the Brigands are more mischievous, it would be difficult to say.
Meanwhile, a miracle has been got up at Rimini. A picture of the ^Madonna opens and shuts its eyes,
whereat bishops and canons arc iu ecstasy, infidel Austrians and Romans are converted, cripples and blmd
people are cured, and

" the Virgin by one glance of incffiible expression
'"

is bringing back a most recalcitrant

population into the Pope-lovmg ranks of the Faithful. The poor Pope has oi'dcred a "judicial cuquu-y
"
to

be made mto this affair !

The Electoral Laic was passed in the French Assem-

bly on the 31st of Jlay, after a long debate, but without
a shigk' alteration of any importance. On the 3rd iust.

it was officially pubUshed iu the Monitcur.
On the -Ith a bill was presented by the Jlinistryto the

Assembly for increasing the Salary of the I'residcnt to

3,600,000 francs (l't4,0'00;. sterling) a year. The funds

instantly fell from 'JG-1.5 to 9-1-25.
"

Tlie President went on the 9th with several of his

ministers to inaugurate the Opening of the Raihray
from Creil to St. Quentin. He made some telling

speeches, and was received with a great show of i)opular
enthusiasm.
M. Emilc Girardin, the eminent proprietor of the

Presse, has been elected by the Department of the Lower
Wane, in opposition to the government candidate, by a

majority of 30,000 votes to 20,000.
A Dinner Party given by the President at St. Cloud

on the loth had nearly been attended with a terrible

disaster. Tile Count and Countess de Gouy d'Arcy were

arriving in a carriage, when the President, who was

riding in the grounds, galloped forward to meet them.

Having chatted with them for a moment at the carriage

window, he put spurs to his horse to meet some other

guests. The Count's horse took fright, and dashed off

at full speed along the edge of a ravine. In a few
seconds the side wheels got off the path, and the car-

riage, to the horror of the spectators, was precipitated
down the slope. Louis Napoleon was the first to reach
the spot, and found tlie carriage smashed to pieces, the
horse lying on his side, the young Countess with her
bonnet in her hand arranging her hair, and her husband
with equal composure shaking the dust out of his dress-

eoat. Neither had received the least injur}', and during
the evening they were the gayest of the party.

Several persons were arrested in Paris on the 18tli

and 19th, charged with the clandestine Manufacture of
Gunpowder. A number of socialist agents have been
sentenced by the Court of Assize of the Loire Inferieure
to various terms of imprisonment, for having uttered

blasphemous and atrocious cries in the streets, such as

"AbasDieu!" " Vive I'Eufcr !"
" A has la Religion !"

" Vive le Pillage !" "Vive la Guillotine!" and others

equally infamous.
The committee on the bill for Increasing the Pre-

sident's Salary made a report, which was read to the

assembly on the 21st. It rejects the ministerial measure,
and proposes "that a crecht of 1,600,000 francs be opened
in favour of the Minister of Finance for the expenses
incurred iu 1819 and 1850, in consequence of the instal-

lation of the President of the Republic."
The subject was disposed of by the Assembly on the

24th. The question discussed was between the above-
mentioned amendment on the bill, proposed by the

majority of the committee, and another amendment
which had been proposed by the minority and adopted
by the government, viz.,

" That an extraordinary credit

of 2,16(3,000 francs for the expenses of the President of
the Repubhc be opened iu the Ministry of Finance for

1850." And this last amendment was carried by 351

against 308, a majority of 16 for the government.
General Lahitte announced to the Assembly on the

21st, that the question between the English and French
governments' was arranged ;

the Enijlish government
having agreed to abide by the provisions agreed to at

Loudon, instead of those which had been arranged at

Athens.
M. Thiers Arrived from Paris on the 13th. The

same evening he visited the House of Lords, where he
was cordially greeted by the Marquis of Lansdowne,
Lord Brougham, Lord Palmcrston, and several members
of both Houses, with whom he remained a short time in
animated conversation. He paid a visit to tlie ex-king
of the French at St. Leonard's, and inimcihatcly after-

wards returned to Paris.

A conspiracy on an extensive scale has been discovered
in Oran, Algeria. The plan of the conspirators was to
seize the Fort La Monnc and the Treasury, and to
establish a Provisional Government. Two Municipal
eouncillers of Oran, a lieutenant of the GSth rcainieut
of the Hue, and several soldiers have been arrested.
The Arab village of Ouhlja has been burnt down, the

inhabitants dispersed, and thirty ])eople killed by the
French troops, in consequence of their refusal to give
up some Arabs who had killed a French soldier and
wounded another.

The Settlement of the German Constitution makes
little or no apparent progress. The Saxon chambers
v.'cre suddenly dissolved on the 1st instant, to evade a
discussion in the second chamber on an address to the

sovereign, expressing dissatisfaction with the conduct of
the government on the German question ; and the second
chamber broke up in solemn silence, withholding the
usual cheers for the king. The "W'urtemburg Diet, for
a similar reason, was prorogued on the 4tli instant.

The Kiny of Hanocer entered his eightieth year on
the 5tli instant.

The 1050tli Anniversary of the Arrival of a Fragment
of the True Cross was celebrated at Cocsfeld on the
2.5th of Jlay by a solemn mass iu the cathedral. The
city was visited during the days of the fete by 50,000
pilgrims.

The King of Prussia has Recovered from the Wound
inflicted by the assassin Sefeloge. On the 9tli he
attended divine worship in the chapel of the palace of

Charlottenburg ;
and on the morning of the 10 th he was

greeted with a grand musical pertormance under his

window, as a congratulation on his fuU recovery.
A royal decree has been published at Berlin, cur-

tailing still further the Freedom of the Press. The
system of "caution-money" is re-established, with the

government powers of cancelling the licence to sell news-

papers, and of refusing conveyance by post to obnoxious

journals ;
and certain offences against the press laws are

" withdrawn from the competency of a jury."
Among the journals affected by the above decree is

our own Punch, which has been proscribed in the city
of Konigsberg and its province, and placed on the list of

journals that are no longer permitted to pass through
the Post Office.

There are accounts from Madrid to the 20th. The
Queen's accouchement was expected to take place in a
few days. The daughter of the Duchess of iSIontpciisier
has received, by a royal decree, the rank and honours
attached to the title of Infanta of Spain. It appears
that the Duke and Duchess of Moutpcnsier are not

popular in JIadrid. The feeling of the multitude was

strongly expressed at a bull-fight a few days ago. The
Duke and Duchess were present, and, according to the
custom which prevails when any member of the Royal
family assists at the spectacle, the chief of the Toreadors

requested their permission to co;nmcnce the fight on his

bended knee. At this proceeding the entire asscmbh'
hooted and hissed. When the second bull was about to

be led forth, the same ceremony was repeated with the

same result, although the famous Monies, the conqueror
in all his battles, was one of the Toreadors. On the

third bull-fiL;ht being about to commence, the Toreador

merely saluted the Duke and Duchess, without bending
his knee. A shout of applause was immediately raised

by the entire mob. The royal party, visibly attectcd,

quitted their box after the death of the third bull. This

manifestation, so spontaneous and so unanimously pro-

duced, surprised everybody, even those who took i)art

in it. It is regarded as a political event of considerable

impin-tance.
—It is said that some serious differences

have arisen between the Minister of "War and General
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Cordova, tlie present Captain-General of Madrid. The
cause of the quarrel is the refusal of the minister to

grant the numerous favours rt-questcd for the troops
who have returned from Italy.
In Italy Superstition continues to Flourish. An

image of the Virgin, belonging to a woman of Fossom-

brone, was observed by its owner and some of her

female friends to move its eyes in a miraculous manner.
The matter was taken up "by the bishop, and a com-
mission of theologians, appointed to examine the ease,

made a favourable report, in cun-soquenee of ivhich the

statue was transported to the cathedral, where it now
cures the halt, the blind, the dumb, and the deaf.

Immense sums have already been received for alms by
the church.
A letter from Naples, of the 18th inst., mentions a

Terrible Catastrophe in that city. The morning before,

a part of the Grenaglio, an immense edifice, which the

troops occupy as barracks, gave way and fell down,
swallowing up in its ruins 400 or .500 persons. No
details are given, but it is lioped that the number of the

killed is exaggerated.

A letter of the 17th inst. from Semliu states that an
insurrection against the Turkish government has broken
out in the three Bulgarian districts of "\\'iddin, Gur-

gissova, and Belgradsisza, and that the small fort of the

latter place has fallen into the hands of the insurgents.

There is intelligence from Persia of the detection of a

conspiracy at Tabriz, the capital of Aderbijean. Five
of the conspirators were beheaded on the 21st May, and
their bodies exposed, each with tlie head under the left

arm, over the gates of the town. Nine were executed

previously'. Salar, the chief of the rebellion in Klio-

rassan, and uncle of the Shah, has been taken prisoner
and put to a cruel death, both his eyes having been torn

from his head before decapitation.

The advices from the United States come down to the

15th instant.

A Buccaneering Expedition to the hland of Cuha
sailed from New Orleans on the 8th of Jlay, under the
command of General Lopez, a Creole soldier of fortune,
and consisting of about 600 men. The preparations were
so secretly made, that tliey did not transpii'e till after

the adventurers had sailed, when President Taylor sent

orders to all the out-ports to pursue and capture them if

possible. The invading force lauded from the steamer
Creole at Cardenas, in Cvil)a, on the lyth of May, and
after a short struggle obtained possession of the town,
making the governor and his oiticers prisoners. The
same evening, a Spanish force having arrived from
Matanzas, the pirates were driven on hoard their vessel,
after a severe conflict, in which tliey lost 30 men, wliile

the Spaniards lost 150. On the 25th, Lopez arrived at

Savannah, when he was arrested imder orders from the

President, and brought bel'ore the District Court, but

immediately liberated, no evidence being brought to jus-

tify commitment. He was conducted to his lodging,
amid the cheers of the "

sj-mj)athising
"

multitude,
whom he addressed, declaring his determination to per-
sist in the liberation of Cuba under every difficulty and
at all hazards. He was, ho'wever, again arrested and

taken to New Orleans, where he was held to baU in
3000 dollars.

An application for a writ of error in the case of Pro-
fessor Webster, lately convicted of the murder of Dr.

Parkman, was under the consideration of the Supreme
Court of Boston.
The convention between Great Britain and the United

States for the settlement of their common interests
in Central America, ;xnd for the perpetuiil neutrality of
the intcr-oceanie line of conununication by sliip canal or
otherwise through the state of Niearjigua, has now
received the approval of the Senate of the United States,
and the ratifications wUl in all ])robabiUty i'orthwith be

exchanged. The most important article of this treaty is

the first, which runs as follows:—" The governments of
the United States and Great Britain hereby declare that
neither the one nor the other will ever ol^tain or main-
tain for itself any exclusive control over the said ship
canal

; agreeing that neither will ever erect or maintain

any fortifications commanding the same or in the vici-

nity thereof, or occupy or colonise, or assume or exercise,

any dominion over Nicaragua, Costa Ilica, the Mosquito
Coast, or any i^art of Central America

;
nor wUl cither

make use of an,t/ protection n-hich either affords, or may
aftbrd, or any alliance which either has, or may have, to

or with any State or jicople, for the purpose of main-

taining or erecting any such fortifications, or of occupy-
ing, fortifying, or colonising Nicaragua, Costa Rica, the

Mosquito Coast or any part of Central America, or of

assuming or exercising dominion over the same." With
respect to the construction of the canal itself, another
article of the convention provides that the British and
American governments wUl give their support and

encouragement to sucli persons or company as may first

oifcr to commence the canal with the necessary capital ;

and a year from the date of the ratifications is to be
allowed to give such company a right of priority, and to

enable it to complete its luTangements and present evi-

dence of sufficient capital.
The latest accounts trom California state that during

the year preceding the 27th of March last upwards of
1000 vessels of all countries had arrived there, havuig on
board 46,285 passengers. Several rich deposits of gold
had been discovered. At one place two men dug out

twenty-eight ounces in a single morning, besides a lump
weighing more than a pound, of pure gold. Among these
adventurers the tone of society is sufficiently ferocious,
and fatal rencounters are not unusual in their " hells

"

or gaming-houses. Two men, named ^\'hite and Helm,
having got into a dispute in a game of cards. White
drew a revolver and shot Helm through the neck, killing
him instantl}'. He then turned on Helm's brother, who
had taken a part in the dispute, and presented ant)ther

pistol ;
but before he could fire, Helm seized his arm and

stabbed him several times m the side, causiug his instant

death. No notice was taken of the affair.—A Chamber
of Commerce, Exchange, and Reading-room have been
established at San Francisco.

Accounts from Rio de Janeiro of the 6th of April
state that the deaths from yellow fever in that city,
•since the 1st January, had been nearly 10,000, and that

tlie malady still continued to rage there. At IBahia and
rernambueo the disease had abatetl.

MEEATIYE OF LITERITUEE AKD APJ.

T'HE publications of the month have been numerous, and in some instances of more than usual pretension
-*- in respect of subject. The University Commission lingei-s still imappointed, but a new and gratifying

proof of the sincerity of mii\isters ui regard to it has been offered by the letter of, the Prince-consort, in his

character of Chancellor at Ciunbridgo ; whereiu, replying to an appeal from the authorities of the University,
he states that he liad not been advised with bj' the Premier Ijefore the issue of the Commission was resolved

upon, but that, finding Government irrevocably pledged to it, he would recommend the Heads of Houses not
to meet it with opposition, but to co-operate in rendering it complete. For this sound advice the Prince has
been severely taken to task by an eccentric Ex-Chancellor, who has somewhat fiercely warned his Royal Highness
of his '"false position" in being husband to the Queen yet aspiring to be anything else

;
has promised him a

"great unpopulai'ity" in consequence; has denomiced "Gcmiauism" of all kmds and forms; and haa given
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pi-actical eflFect to this denuuciation by selecting, one of the most distinguished scholai's of Germany for a

public and gros^s insult, which ho was permitted to administer unrebuked in the highest assembly of gentle-
men known in England. This eccentric Ex-Chancellor, it need hardly be added, is also a Chancellor, being
the head of a Universit}' specially called into existence twenty years ago, by himself, as a practical
contrast and defiance to the older educ-;itional institutions which he had then been all his life denouncing
as obsolete, but in which he now sees nothing to remove, nothing to inqiure into, uo exclusivcness, no
sinecurism, nothing to impede the extension of knowledge ,

and nothing that does uot tend to widen
the circle of educated, thoughtful, large-minded men.

The class of literature to which the largest additions

have been made during the past month, is that ofbiogra-

phy. Mr. Ednumd Phipps has publislied extracts from
the diaries and literary remains of the author of Tre-

mainc, with biograpliical and critical comment, under
the title oi Mejiwirs of tlie Political and Literary Life

of Robert Pluiner Ward; and the book has been
matle more interesting than the subject woxild have
seemed to promise, by the fact of !AIr. AVard's inti-

mate connexion, both in private and public life, with
the leading tory statesmen of the administrations of

Addington, Perceval, and Liverpool. The political
and administrative characteristics of the Duke of Wel-

lington have probably never had such vivid illustration.

Mr. Leigh Hunt has published his Autobiography ,
tciih

Reminiscences of Friends and Contemporaries, some of

it the republication of a former work, but the greater

part original, or at least so changed by interpolations,

recantations, or additions, as to produce the effect of

novelty. The Hevercnd Mr. Field, an enthusiast for

the separate and silent system, has pxiblishcd a new
Z,(/e q/'//o!f(rrrf, dedicated to Prince Albert, of which
the design appears to be to counteract the evil tendency of

a recent memoir of the philanthropist, remarkable for

what the reverend cutliusiast calls
" the advocacy of

democratic principles, and the aspersion of a godly
prince." Each in a goodly- sized volume, we have had
a sort of general biographical notice of Celebrated Eto-

nians, and of Speakers of the House of Commons ,
the

first by an able man, quite comi>etent to the subject.
Miss Pardee has edited the first volume of a series of

Memoirs oftlie Queens of Spain, of which the author is

a Spanish lady, resident in America. An ingenious
northern autiqxiary has published memorials of one of
the old border mansions, called Dilston Hall, which
amounts in effect to an ii\te\-c?,\.\ag; Memoir of the Earl

of Derwentwafer, who suffered in the Jacobite rebellion.

And, finally, Mr. Andrew Bisset has done good service

to both history and biography by a very careful publica-
tion of the Memoirs and Papers of Sir Andrew Mitchell,
Lord Chatham's ambassador at the court of Frederic the

Great, and one of the very ablest of English diplomatLsts.
To the department of philosophy a somewhat remark-

able contribution is to be noticed under the title of The

Progress of the Intellect as exemplified in the religious

development of the Greeks and Hebrews. The writer is

Mr. Robert AVilham Mackaj', a name not likely to remain
uncelebrated (whether for good or ill) after the publica-
tinn of such a work. Its design is to explain by a
rationalistic process all the religious faiths and beliefs

j

which have exerted the greatest inffuenco over man, and i

to refer them exclusively to moral and intellectual
;

develoiimcnt. lu tliis design the writer may, or may j

not, have succeeded ; but it is certain, making all draw-
backs on the score of what has probably been borrowed I

from German investigation, that the book has high
pretensions to eloquence and research, and reminds us

of a time when publication was less frequent than now,
and a single book might embody the labour of a life.

For its antidote in respect of opinion and purpose there

has been published not inopportunely, after a peaceful
slumber of nearly two ccntiu-ics in tlie library at Wottou,
A Rational Account of the True Religion, by our good
old gentlemanly John Evelyn. Here the dcsigu is, by
all possible arguments and authorities, to confirm our
faith in Christianity.
We must speak very summarily and briefly of

the publications in general literature. Of books
of travel and adventure the most attractive and

interesting in point of subject is Five Years of a
Hunter's Life in the Far Interior of South Africa,
by Mr. Roualeyu Gordon Cumming, a kinsman of

the Chief of Argyll, in whom a love of deer-

stalking seems to have gradually expanded into

dimensions too gigantic to be satisfied \\dth anything
less than the stalking of the lion, the elephant, the hippo-
potamus, the girafl'e, or the rhinoceros. The book is

tiUed with astonishing incidents and anecdotes, and
keeps the reader very nearly as breathless with excitement
as the elephant and lion-hunter himself must have been.
Mr. Aubrey de Verc has published some very graceful
Picturesque Sketches of Greece and Turkey ; and the
brave and high-minded old General Pepe has given the
world A Narrative of Scenes and Events in Paly from
18J^7 to 1849. Mr. Johnston, the distinguished geogra-
pher of Edinburgh, has issued the most complete
General Gazetteer of tlie World that has yet been com-

prised in a single volume
;
alid as part of the repubUca-

tion of the treatises of the EncyclopictUa Metropolitana,
in separate and portable volumes, we have to mention
an interesting volume on Greek Literature by ^Ir.

Justice Talfburd, the Bishop of London, and other

accomplished scholars. In poetical translation, wc have
had a new version of ,Eschylus by Professor Blaclde, of
Aberdeen ; and in poetry, with the title o{ In Memoriam,
a noble and affecting series of elegies to the memory of
a friend from the pen of Mr. Alfred Tennyson.

The thirt}'-seventh annual Exhibition of the British

Institution was opened to the public on the 8th. There
are 171 pictures, lent by a variety of o^vners. Among
them are works by Guercino, Velasqiicz, Rubens,
Rembrandt, Titian, Guido, Vandyck, Tintoretto,
Domenichino, Holbein, and some of the painters of the
Dutch School. Of the English School there are speci-
mens by Rej-nolds, Wilkie, Wilson, Gainsborough,
Beechcy, Liversedge, Stuart, Newton, Callcott, and
others : the whole forming a very interesting collection.

Verdi's "Nabucodonosar," produced a few years
since aXHer Majesty's Theatre tmder the title of" Nino,"
was brought out at the rival house on the 4th, with
another change of name, being now called " Anato."
It proved a failure, as might have been expected.

" La Tempesta," an opera foimded on Shakespeare's
"
Tempest," the libretto written by Scribe and translated

into Italian, and the music composed by Halevy, was

performed for the first time at Her Majesty's Theatre

(for which house it was written and composed) on the

iSth, with the most triumphant success. The character

of Miranda is sustained by Madame Sontag, Prospero by
Coletti, Ferdinand by Baucarde, Caliban by Lablachc,
and Ariel is danced by Carlotta Grisi.

" Le Prophete
" of Meyerbeer was re-produced at the

Royal Italian Opera on the 20th, and was performed in

the same manner as last season, the only chauge of any
moment being the substitution of Madame Castellan for

Miss Hayes in the part of Bertha, and of Formes for

Marini in Zacharias. The opera was received with
undiminished enthusiasm.
A thrcc-act play, called " Power and Principle," by

Mr. Morris Barnett, was produced at the Strand Theatre

on the 10th, and fixvourably received. It is an abridged
and simplined version of the " Kabid imd Liebe," of

Schiller.

The eighth Philharmonic Concei-t took place on the

l7th, closing a remarkably successful season.

Jenny Liud has just given six concerts at Stockholm,
in aid of the pension ftuid for the widows and orphans
of the performers at the Tlicatre Royal of that city.
The clear profit has amomitcd to upwards of 2400/.

sterling.
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COMMERCIAL RECORD.

BANKRUPTS.
From the Gazette of May 28. Thomas Cboft, 'Whitecliapel-

rd., stable keeper.
—Joah Chosslev, and Jonathan Crossley,

Bangor, Carnarvonshire, wine merchants.—William Eeley,
Horsepath, Oxfordshire, butcher.—Thomas Hughes, Newport,
Monmouthsliire, ship-owner.— Geokoe Thoe-neloe, High-st.,

Poplar, grocer.
Man 31. Samuel Adams, Bii-minghara, gun manufacturer.—

Wallis Jajies Gabuett, Bath, grocer.—Augustus Keapel
HOLMAN, Wortley, Yorlcshire, cloth manufacturer. — John
Jackson, Mark-lane, C^ity, eatinghouse keeper.—John Pabks,
Cross-st., Islington, furrier.—Fiuexd Westovek, Lewisham,
Kent, cheesemonger.
June 4. William Chancellor, Bath, innkeeper.—Thomas

Jevs Edwards, King-st., Bloomsbuiy, dressing-case maker.—
Charles Francis, Liverpool, grocer.

—Thomas Goode, Here-

ford, chemist.—William Higgs, Wolverhampton, iron dealer.—
S.AMUEL Hogg, and Henry James Hogg, Landport, Hamp-
shire, auctioneers.—George Hornsby, and Robert Porter
Mould, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, builders. — William Foster
Newton, Dover-st, Piccadilly, milliner. — Thomas King
Pyrke, Higli-st., Notting-hill, bookseller.—Joseph John Monk
Mason Scott, Liverpool, wine and spirit merchant.—Henry
Thubstan, Cheltenham, innkeeper.—Charles William Wil-
liamson, Birmingham, baker.—George Woodward, Doncaster,
Yorkshire, gun-maker.
June 7. Joseph Awfoed, Stroud, Gloucestershire, mealman.

—P.\TRiCK Adaie Black, and John Whittingham, Liverpool,

provision and general brokers.—Henry Bolton, Luton, Beds.,
straw hat manufacturer.—William Thomas Hearn, Forts-

mouth, licensed victualler.—George Henry Hoeson, Cornhill,

ironmonger.—Henby Augustus Hope, Trinity-sq., Surrey.—
William Geoege Mors, High-st., Peckham, licensed victuailer.—Robert Thompson, Notting-hill, builder.

Ju.7ie 11. Thomas Baxendale, Bolton-le-Moors, Lancashire,
grocer.—Robert Campling, Norwich, habcvdasher.—George
Haines, Northampton, grocer.

—Jonas Habbop, Maccleslield,
silk dyer.—Maurice Jarvas, Leeds, wool merchant.—George
Kilnee, Kirkhcaton, Yorkshire, coal merchant. — Thomas
S.MITII, Liverpool, cheesemonger.—JouN Wabing, Liverpool,

dr.aper.
June 14. WiLLUM Jackson, Liverpool, wine merchant.—

James Kaye, Bridge-row-Wharf, Pimlico, coal and slate mer-
chant.—John M'Gibbon, and xVrcuibald Galbeeath, Hull,
traders.—Thojias S.mith, Liverpool, cheesemonger.—Frederick
Stoessigee, Birmingham, jeweller.

—William Walkee, George-
yd., Solio, carriage spring maker.
June 18. Benjamin Brown, Newtown, Montgomeryshire,

coach builder.—Williaji James Buck, Slirubland Cottages,

Queen's-rd., Dalston, dealer.—John Callis, Noble-st,, Wood-st.,

City, victualler.—James Doming, Sea, Somersetshire, currier.—
Walter Gee, MuiTay-st., Hoxton, straw hat manufacturer.—
Owen Gray, Great Tower-st., City, builder. — Nathaniel
Hedge, Bath, silver.smith.—Charles O'Neil, Golden-sq., pic-
ture dealer.—Asher Prior, and William Pbioe, Tonbridge-pl.,

New-rd., ironmongers.—Henry Woolley, Newton-heath, Lau-

c;ishire, oil and grease manufacturers.
June 21. Benjamin Bbunton Blackwell, Verulam-buildings,

Gray's-inn, coliee-house keeper.—Richard Copland, Union-

street, Whitechapel, linendraper.—Samuel Gillatt, Chapel-
street, Grosvenor-square, builder.—William Henby Griffiths,
NewtoflTi, Montgomeryshire, ironmonger. — Walter James
Beaufort, lireconshire, provision dealer.—Willia.m Murdoch,
Bristol, draper.

—John Murray, Sunderland, ship chandler.—
The General Commission, Ship, Loan, and Insurance Com-
pany.—Henry', William, and James Welch, Great Distaff-

lane, City and Mile-end, builders.

June 25. James Newland Baker, Alton, Herts., auctioneer.—
John Barker. Manchester and Salford, victualler.—John
Barnard, Stanford-rivers, Essex, baker.— Hugh Hughes,
Portmadoc, C-amarvonshire, shipowner—John Hunt, Mid-

dleton, Lancashire, silk manufacturer.—T. Cheatwood Jones,
Blackfriars-road, linendraper.

—Elizabeth Appleton Peakome,
Princes-street, Cavendish-square, saddler.—Clement Pretty,
Leicester, grocer.—John Richardson, Edgeware-road, iron-

monger.—Samuel Taylor, Staines, Middlesex, grocer.
—Wil-

lia.m Tytiier, Birmingham, tallow-chandler.—John White,
Dudley, Warwickshire, innkeeper.

BANKRUPTCIES ANNULLED.
Ma,y 1o. Daniel Bishop, York-street, St. James'-square,

wine merchant.
June 5. John Moody, Aldersgate-street, City, stock manu-

facturer.

June 8. William Harris, and Henby Uaeris, Wrexham,
Denbighshire, paper manufacturers.
Jane 19. Thomas Ckoft, Whitechapel-road, stable keeper.

THE STOCK AND SHAKE MARKETS.
Citji, June 27.

The Engli-sh Stock JIarket has been very buoyant in tone

during tlie nmntii, and prices have experienced a considerable

rise, Uijtwithstanding the anxiety caused, till within the last few

days, by the unsettled state of our relations with France.
Consols were quoted on the 29th of May at 961 to }, and went
gradually up to 97g, at which they shut for the dividend. Tliey
are at present quoted 96 to 96!! ^"tli the dividend off.

Railway Shares, notwithstanding some degree of depression
which has occasionally been shown in tlie market, have con-
tinued firm during the month, and, for the principal stocks, an
advance has been established over last month's prices. Much
animation prevailed during the first part of the month, but the
market is now quiet and inactive.

STOCKS.

Tliree per Cent. Consols . .

Three per Cent. Consols (for

account, 17th July),«x. div.

Three per Cent. Reduced .

Three and a quarter per Cents..

Long Annuities, Jan. 1860
Bank Stock
India Stock, for account
South Sea Stock . . . .

Exchequer Bills

India Bonds . ...

Trices during the Month.

Highest. Lowes t. Latest.

971

96i
9G|
9S^

8i
209
269

107i
71s. priu.

96

95s
95

96J
S ^
°TIi

206J
269
1071

Shut.

96
96V

975

8i
209
269

107}
66'. prm. 69«. prr.i

90s. prm. [SOs. prin. 90s. prra.

RAILWAYS.

Paid.
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THE THEEE KINGDOMS.

CIR ROBERT PEEL was frequently reproved by his party-friends, while lie lived, for his eager -msh to merit
^

posthumous fame. It was said to be little better than the aspiration of a heathen
;
and on one occasion of his

avowal of it, in connection with his support of mechanics' institutes and reading-rooms for working men at Tam-
worth, he was denounced as the confessed disciple of a school of philosophy not accepting Christian principles as

the guide of life. Posthumous fame proves, nevertheless, no un-impressive or iin-Christian example to the gene-
ration which profited by Sir Robert Peel's statesmanship, and now deplores his death ; nor has any incident in the

general sorrow been more note-worthy than the eager offerings from working men, exhibiting them mindful
of the services and sacrifices of a statesman who had a steady regard for their mental as well as material

welfare, who always upheld the duty of providing them with the means of recreation and manly amuse-

ments, and who would have carried instruction and knowledge, as he had already brought imwonted plenty,
to the hvimblest homes. Perhaps our age has never given so good a proof of the capacity of good that is in

it, as by this unexampled and all-pervading feeling of regret for Sir Robert Peel. Every class, from the
throne to the cottage, has expressed it ; it has not only found a voice in our own but in foreign legislatures ;

the most bitter enmities have been laid aside in its presence ; and, throughout all the leading cities of

England, there has been but the generous contention of doing most honour to the dead. In no respect more

fitly could have closed a career unusually marked by vicissitudes of opinion and esteem, but veiy generally felt

at length to have been animated by nothing so much as by the common welfare and regard to justice. Nor have

we, in this case, to apply the sarcastic remark of Bacon, that " Good things never appear in their full beauty
till they have turned their backs and are passing away ;" for Sir Robert Peel had lived down his detractors,
and become conscious of his reward. His last legislative triumph had cleared up questionable motives in his

previous course
;
and few candid or intelligent men any longer doubted that his public changes had been a

series of progressive developments prompted by duty, guarded as well as justified by experience, and forming
a character, on the whole, nobly consistent in its apparent inconsistencies. If we would really estimate what
we owe, in the way of moral as well as political example, to the man who began life iu the service of the

aristocracy and ended it in that of the people, we have but to contemplate the opposite picture of a people's
advocate closing his career as the champion of aristocratic privilege. Sir Robert Peel's last injunction was
that his children should not receive titles or pensions for any supposed sei-viccs then- father might have
rendered. Lord Brougham's latest speech was a cry of alarm for the safety of society, should titles, salaries,

or pensions be in the least abated, in number or amount.
The least worthy of these two examples would nevertheless appear to have been followed In the ministe-

rial proposition to give twelve thousand a-year to the son of the deceased Duke of Cambridge, irrespective of

any income from his father's savings, or from his own present enjoyment of a colonelcy and prospective hopes
of a field-marshalcy. Homely people are disposed to put this matter in a mathematical form, and to ask, If

the grandsons of a king are now entitled to as much as the sons of a king until now received. What m fairness

should th^ children of a queen have in future, when their turn for a vote shall come ! But an immense
majority of the House of Commons were more eager to give the sum demanded than to discuss its expediency
or justice. They have also pereisted in the extravagance of the African blockade

; and, in the teeth of proof
that slave exports have more than doubled in amount, and that even the horrors of the middle pa.ssage have
been aggravated, during our thii-ty years' costly experiment against both, have flung away an additional ten
thousand pounds upon the purchase of five miserable Danish forts, for trial of whether a blockade by land
will help our powerless blockade by sea, and whether the command of a hundred and fifty more miles of

pestiferous swamp and jungle will enable us to do what with a sweep of seventeen hundred miles on the same
murderous coast we have hitherto failed to accomplish. Nor has the House of Commons had much hesita-

tion in renewing the very great present chai'ges for the very distant future advantages of Labuau ; though the
senators who have hitherto upheld Sir James Brooke as a model of exalted superiority to all sordid consider-

ations, must have been somewhat startled by revelations in the debate as to his eager desire for the
"
baronetcy" which was supposed to have been forced upon him, his anxiety for the support of the "press"

to which his friends had described him loftily indifferent, his contempt for the "
long-eared philanthropy

"

which so extravagantly petted hun at starting, his denial to the mercantile community of those "
generous

and chsinterested motives
"
which on trust they had so freely conceded to himself, and his scorn of the Oxford

"
bigots and bookworms " who glorified him into a D.C.L. when he was last in England. It would trench too

gi-avely on our space to specify such other questionable outlays as Committees of Supply have voted during
the past month ; but it remarkably proves with how much more facility, in matters of this kind, an absurd
custom may be supported, than a rational change can be eflPectcd, that the vote of seventeen hundred a year
which began to be voted for the support of three hundred dissenting ministers a century and a quarter ago,
is still carried against the scornful protest of every leading dissenter in the country as well as the House of

Commons, who repudiate such a grant as an insult. It is the same precisely with the Regium Donum in

Ireland. Nor do the majorities which deal thus freely with the public money appear to be more careful of
the manner in which it is got than of that in which it goes ; for, of the thirty-five classes of persons subject
to the licensing duty, they selected the other day the attorneys as alone or pre-eminently deserving of imme-
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diate relief from taxation, and it was only after a hard struggle, and two defeats, that the Chancellor of the

Exchequer reversed that decision.

These things are not without their use, however, in clearing the way for a con-ection of the pi-esent reform

bill ; which, judging by the tone taken on a motion to equalise the franchise ni counties and boroughs by
giving the right of voting in the fonner to occupiers of tenements of the annual value of ten pounds, cannot
be fai' distant. The chief ministerial objection taken to a proposition so reasonable as that of thus giving the

fi-anchise to men of property and intelligence in country-places who happen to be independent of the land-

lords, was its having been made too late in the session for a practical result ; but the House of Lords had
found it meanwhile not too late to send the Irish Franchise bill back to the Commons so mutilated in its best

provisions that the measure wdl have in all probability to be rejected, unless the compromise of a rating less

than fifteen pounds can be come to, and the righteous as well as needful clause restored by which a man
might be placed on the register when really entitled to the franchise, without the necessity of any further effort.

In conclusive proof of the fairness of the eight pound rate, so scorufuUy rejected by the Upper House, it

has been shown that of the three hundred and twenty-one cases of process served for rent in the transaction

which led to Mr. Mauleverer's murder, there were only three tenants whom the proposed rate would have
enfranchised ; yet the men who now reject that rate do so with affected protestations of a desire to see both
countries equal ! But, unconsciously, one of the same party iu the Lower House, not many days after, gave
a whimsical proof that the sort of eqviality desired is one that shoidd not make Ireland better, but England
worse. He complained that if comparison were made of the proportion of bishops and clergy in the Church
of Ireland (even deducting Lord Stanley's ten abolished bishops) with the like proportion in the Church of

England, the remarkable fact would become apparent that in order to place the two countries on an equal footing
the number of bishops in the English Church must be raised to a hundred and seven ! This was in the

debate on the Ecclesiastical Commission bill
;
and the speaker appeared to be quite ignorant that while thus

exhibiting the episcopal enjoyments of a Roman CathoUc country, he was also displaying the monstrous

injustice of overlaying it with a Protestant establishment. The discussions on this bill, and the propositions
of Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Sidney Herbert, respectively, to create a supplementaiy bench of sufiFragan bishops and
to re-organise and re-vivify cathedral establishments, have been chiefly curious for their proof of the weakness
of the church party (if it may be called so) m parliament which talks so big out of doors. But that even
the out-of-door talking portends very little, was made manifest in a recent gathering of some fifteen hundred

agitators against the Gorham decision, when, out of all the blustering protests and denunciations indulged, the

only positive object declared essential was the re-animation of Church Synods long defunct, and certain to be
never again inflicted on the English people ! One declaration was indeed made, to the effect that the clergy
must be prepared, if need wore, to give up their emoluments, and the laity must be prepared, if need were,
for increased self-denial to make up the deficiency ;

but this proposition for an English Free Church fell

from a layman, and none of the clerical agitators seconded it in the least. Its establishment, therefore,

will doubtless be postponed ad Gra'cas Kalendas ; or, as the Bishop of Exeter has quite as clearly expressed it

in his final appeal against the institution of Mr. Gorham,
" to the sacred Synod of this nation when it shall

be in the name of Christ assembled as the true Church of England by representation." This, we do not

doubt, wll be the exact date of the bishop's surrender of his benefice, and of the institution of the Free Ku-k
of England.
Meanwhile the collegiate chapter of Manchester have been compelled more promptly to sun'ender their

gross and glaring mal-appropriation of ecclesiastical wealth, by an excellent act of parliament fomierly
described in this Nan-ative, and of which the success may encourage other reformers throughout the kingdom,
more bent than Mr. Sidney Herbert and Mr. Gladstone on the real reform of church abuses, to expose and
correct the enormous abuses existing in cathedral corporations. The Manchester Rectory Division bill has

been more successful than other measures which had as hard a straggle in both houses. The County
Courts bill, for example, after escaping the shoals and quicksands of a committee in the House of Lords,
and weathering the more open danger of some half-dozen amendments, and coming out in a not much
more mutilated state than Sir John Jervis had already reduced it to in the Commons, received a sudden
side-blow at the third reading from Lord Brougham, which, seconded heartily by the new Lord Chancellor,

fairly knocked out all the little breath that remained in its body, and left it so many empty words. Lord

Brougham caiTied an amendment giving a concurrent juriscUction to the superior courts in actions for sums
above twenty pounds. This practically makes the attorney arbiter in the action ;

and how many attorneys
will be satLsfied with two pounds costs in a lower court, when to go into an upper court will secure fifteen !

The bill is substantially defeated ; and might as well have been at once consigned to that limbo of dropped
or defeated measures which during the last month has received the Jewish Relief bill, the Irish Vice-Royalty
Abolition bill, the Railway Audit and Woods and Forests bills, the Merchant Seamen's Fund bill, the Irish

Landlord and Tenant bill, and (more to be deplored than any of the rest) the Security for Advances bill.

The delay of the latter measure, which would greatly have assisted the operation of the Irish Encumbered
Estates act by facilitating the advance of money on landed securities, is of evil omen for Ireland ; and rumours
of the probable pai'tial failure of the harvest and potato crops have added to the gloom prevailing there.

Even in England we have a less favourable report in this respect than prevailed last month
; though there

appears to be a certainty of average crops, and still the possibility of abimdant ones, while of the general

good condition of the country and its prospects there exists ample and most favourable testimony. Whether
tested by the quai-terly returns of the Revenue, by the monthly reports of the Board of Trade, by the

stock of bullion in the Bank, by the apparent overflow of capital in all directions, or by the more humble
but not less satisfactory details of the second annual Poor Law report which has been lately issued, we have
the same happy aad uniform results. Greater abundance of food and employment has decreased the number
of able-bodied adults receivuig in-door and out-door relief by nearly thirty-two thovisand beneath the returns of

last year. The increase in the whole income of the year over that of its predecessor is not far short of a million

and a quai'ter. And comparmg the exports of the month of May with those of the same month in even the rail-

way years of exaggerated and unreal prosperity, we have the prodigious increase of something more than a third.

Perceiving such results from free trade, it may well be matter of congratulation that the result of the debate
on Lord Palmerston's foreign policy should have secured the continuance of a free trade government by a

sufficiently decisive majority ; and Mr. Ferrand's continued denunciations of the " blood-stained serpents
"
of
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Lancashire, by whicli he means Mr. Cobden and Mr. Bright, will probably be received by those gentlenien

ivith nothing graver than a good-natured smUe. The hau--bramed agitator having enlisted Lord Do^vnehire

in hLs
"
wool-gathering

"
league against the cotton "

fiends," this worthy pan- have perambulated the country
districts with the most sm^jrising statements,—such as that the cotton trade necessitates the murder of three

hundred negroes in America cvei-y year ; that tens of thousands of people in Manchester subsist on a penny
a-head per day ; that the manufacturmg population is obliged to pa^vn its night-clothes to redeem its day-

clothes, and to pawn its day-clothes to redeem its night-clothes ;
and that the misty clouds of free-trade

theories are shrinking away and disappearing before the advancing blaze of protectionist day ! It will never-

theless require statements more surprising even than these to enforce belief that the power-looms of Man-

chester can be smashed by a few old women's spiunmg-wheels ; and, meanwliile, not only have the House of

Commons refused, by a majority of two to one, to repeal the malt-tax, but the town of Chester has declined,

by nearly the same majority, to send a protectionist to the House of Commons ; and the other busy and

thri\'ing places vacated by the late legal appointments have not even allowed an opposition to show itself to

the re-election of thch free-trade representatives.
A few words upon leading matters of social legislation will suffice to complete our summary of the past

month's doings. The Commons have passed the bill legalising marriage with deceased wives' sisters, but it

has been dropped in the Lords. The Lords have passed the Sunday Trading bill condemned m our last

Nan-ative, and the Commons seem disposed to accept it. Mi-. Ewart has failed m his annual efibrt to

aboUsh capital punishment ; but, in the man's conviction and transportation who stnick the Queen, the

administration of ciiminal law has exhibited the unproved example of rejectmg a plea of insanity on

proof of the accused's power of discrkiiiuation between right and wi-ong in the special matter under in-

vestigation. At the same time it is impossible to dismiss this case without a passing remark on the

ill-considered and mischievous passage m ]\Ir. Baron Alderson's address to the prisoner, infoi-ming

him that he would not be whipped because of his station in life, and the "respect" the court had

for his family and for hhu, if he had none for himself. The Lords have passed the Factory bill

without alteration ;
and not only have both Lords and Commons refused to sanction any change

_

of

the Hyde Park site for next year's gi-and exposition, but the Attorney-General has refused his sanction

to a petition for trying its legality before the Chancellor. There is no change, as yet, m those postal

an-angements by which an active minority of Sabbatarians have inflicted pains and penalties on the gi-eat

mass of their less active fellow-citizens ;
but a committee has been named to report as to the means of

reducing Sunday labour without altogether stopping the transmission of letters, and meanwhile the

Sabbatarians are relaxing nothing of then- energy m following up the advantages they have gamed. This

makes it matter of gi-aver concern than it otherwise might have been if the Sunday Trading bill shall succeed

in gettmg through the Commons. Such things are easier done than undone, and the screw once inserted

is ^vith difficulty withdrawn. The present measure may be less objectionable in form than many of its

predecessors; but a thing bad in substance is not bettered by the show of being less bad than it really is, and

even tliis pretence will be di-opped when it has served its turn. The mere penalties affixed to the offences of

trading, operating unequally between the rich and poor offender, will have the effect of the most monstrous

mjustice ; and the bill sanctions, quite as much as its woret precursor, the gross and mtolerable hypociTsy

of iuterfermg with one kmd of Sunday laboui-, and lea^^ng another khid, fai- more extensive and mvolvmg
more hardship to the poor, entirely unchecked and uncai-ed for.

NARRATIVE OF PARLIAMENT AND
POLITICS.

On Thursday the 27th of Jime in the House or Lords
the Marquis of L.^nsdowne brought up the Report of

the Committee on the subject of providing Accommoda-
tion for Foreign Ministers ; which was to the effect

that the lower portions of the Peers' galleries should be

set apart for that purpose. The Duke of Wellington
expressed his satisfaction with the Report, which was
i-cccived.

On Monday the 1st of Jidy, the house went into

committee on the Parliamentary Voters (Ireland) Bill.

The Earl of Dysart moved that \5l. should be substi-

tuted for 8/. as the minimum qualification for tenants
;

contending that an 8/. qualificatiou would give an undue

preponderance to the town popidations. The Marquis
of L.4JNSD0WNE Opposed the motion, enlarging upon the

necessity of placing the representation of Ireland on a

real and substantial basis.—Lord Stanley affinned that

an 8?. qualification would throw into the scale the weight
of numbers against property, and place one-fifth of the

representation of the United Kingdom in the hands of

demagogues and agitators.
—Lord Brougham main-

tainei that the people of Ireland who would be admitted
to the franchise by an 8/. qu'aUfication are not on the

same footing with the similar class in England and
Scotland in the qualities necessai'y for its due exercise.

After some further discussion, the 15/. qualification was
carried against the government by 72 to 50.

The Earl of Harrowby, on Tuesday the 2nd,
moved for the appointment of a select committee to

inquire into the Expenditxtre of the Public Money
for purposes of Education. Reviewing the controversy
between the National Societj' and the Committee of

Council on Education, he argued that by the present

system of super^-ision the education of the people was

checked, and the privileges of the church invaded.—The

Marquis of Lansdowne affirmed, from official know-

ledge, that the system of inspection worked well, and
that its advantages were more and more generally

acknowledged. lie objected besides to the appointment
of a select committee at so late a period of the session

that it could have no practical result. After a discussion

in which the motion was supported by the Bishops of

Salisbury and Oxford, and by Lord Stanley, and opposed

by Lord Kinnaird and the Earl of Carlisle, it was

negatived by 31 to 26.

The Death of Sir Robert Peel occupied the house at

its meeting on Thursday the 4th. Au eloquent tribute

to his memory was paid by the Marquis of Lansdowne,
whose sentiments were warmly echoed by Lord Stanley,

Lord Brougham, the Duke of Wellington, and the Duke
of Cleveland.—The Duke of Wellington (who was

affected to tears) mentioned the love of truth as the

strongest featm-e in the character of his friend.
" In

the vrhole course of my communication with him," said

the Duke,
"

I never knew an instance in which he did

not show the greatest attachment to truth, and I never

saw in the whole course of my life the smallest reason

for doubting that he stated anything which he tlid not

firmly beUevetobethefact."—LordCAJiPBELL presented

a petition against the Selection of Hyde Park as the site

of t/ie intended Exhibition from au architect who had

built a number of houses in the neighbourhood and

affirmed that they would be rendered imsaleablc—Lord

Brougham objected to the proposed site on the ground
of the destruction of property, and the confusion and

inconvenience that wouhl be caused to the public.

There are (he said) 70,000 or 80,000 persons in London

who have no visible means of subsistence ;
add to thes«

the thousands from every great town in the empire, with

A 2
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Bome good specimens of socialists and men of the red-

colour, whose object it will be to ferment the mass ;
and

how will propertj' be safe without 1000 or 2000 additional

police ? and how are they to be trained and disciplined
in time ? It is impossible to believe that the beautiful

pillars, the elegant arcades, the magnificent dome, and
the ornamental architecture, will be removed as a whole
when once put up ;

but even if it be, to put it there for

months, and to cut down groves of elms forty years old,
is too monstrous an interference with the rights of the

public. He referred to Justice Creswell's opinion

(quoted by Lord CampbcU) that the proceeding would
be illegal ;

recommended Battersea fields as a proper

place, and moved that the petition should be referred to

a select committee.—Lord Gkanville opposed the

motion ;
and made a statement ofthe reasons for choosing

Hyde Park, founded on a letter of the Exhibition Com-
missionei-s to the Treasury. Eventually Lord Brougham
withdrew his motion.
On Friday the 5th, the house went into Committee

on the Parliamentary J^oiers (Ireland) Bill. Lord
Stanley moved an amendment to the effect that all

persons entitled to claim the franchise should have an

option either to be placed on the register or not. The
Marquis of Lansdowne, in opposition, contended that
the franchise was a trust, and that those who were
entrusted with it should use it. After a discussion the
amendment was carried by 53 to 39.

On Monday the 8th, on the question of the commit-
ment of the General Board of Health Bill, the Earl of
L0NSD.4.LE moved that the bill be referred to a select

committee to inquire whether the provisions in the
Public Health act, relative to confirming provisional
orders, had been observed.—The Earl of Carlisle
opposed this amendment, which was negatived by 47 to

18, and the bill was committed.—In moving the second

reading of the County Courts Extension Bill Lord
Beaumont adverted to the success of the County Court

system, and said that he would defer considering the

objections to particular clauses in the new bill till it was
in committee.—Lords Brougham and Campbell ap-
proved generally ofthe measure, with some qualifications.
The bill was then read a second time.
When the house met on Tuesday the 9th, the Marquis

of Londonderry moved an adjournment as a mark of

respect to the memory of the Duke of Cambridge.—The
Marquis of Lansdowne opposed the motion, as inter-

fering with the proposal he was about to make, that
addresses of condolence should be presented to Her
Majesty and the Duchess of Cambridge.—The Marquis
ofLondonderry withdrewhis motion, and the addresses
of condolence were agreed to.

On the 15th, the house went into committee on the
Factories Bill. The Earl of Harrowby moved the
insertion of a clause limiting the labour of children to

the extent proposed in the case of women and young
persons. It was opposed by Lord Granville and Lord
Stanley, and negatived by 58 to 25.—The Duke of
Richmond moved an amendment, to the effect of

limiting the hours of labour, in the case of women and

young persons, to ten hours a day. He denoxmced the

compromise proposed to be effected by the bill, and
declared his intention of undertaking the charge of the

measure, should it be abandoned by the government, in

consequence of the adoption of his amendment.—The
Bishop of RiroN opposed the bill and supported the

original ten hours act.—Lord Feversham also opposed
the bill, and called upon Earl Grey to say whether he
was prepared now, as on a former occasion, to support
the Ten Hours bill.—Earl Grey explained the circum-
stances under which he had supported the original bill-
circumstances which did not at all prevent" him from
giving his adhesion to the present measure.—Lord
Stanley supported the amendment, and the Bishop of
Manchester and the Marquis of Lansdo\vne opposed it.

It was negatived by 52 to 39.
Lord Brougham gave notice, on the 16th, of a motion

for a return of the amount of Savings in the Civil List,
since 1838. He complained of intended reductions in

diplomatic and judicial salaries whereby, he said, the
ruin of our home service would keep pace with that of
our foreign affairs. He mentioned the case of a lady of
the liighest rank who had been reduced to the

necessity of advertising for necessary employment ; he
was of opinion that the aristocracy would be degraded.
Lord Portman moved the second reading of the

Landlord and Tenant Bill, and Lord Beaumont moved,
as an amendment, the second reading in six months.
The amendment was carried without a division, and the
bill consequently lost.

On the 19th, the Earl of Carlisle moved the third

reading of the Inspection of Coal Mines Bill.—Lord
Brougham objected to it as interfering with the employ-
ment of capital and labour.—The Earl of Carlisle said
the measure was justified by the specialties of the case,
its object being to prevent the recurrence of the appalling
accidents which had taken place. The bill was read a
third time and passed.
The Earl of Eglinton moved that the parties con-

cerned in affixing fictitious signatures to petitions respect-

ing the Liverpool Waterworks Bill, shoiUd attend at the
bar of the house on Monday.
On the third reading of the Factories Bill the Earl of

Harrowby moved the insertion of a clause, restricting
the labour of children within the same hours as those
fixed for women and young persons. It was negatived
by 30 to 24, and the bill passed.
On Monday the 22nd, Joseph Byrne, Joseph Hinde,

and Duncan M'Arthur were placed at the bar of the
house charged with Breach of Privilege, in having been

engaged in getting up fictitious signatures to petitions

respecting the Liverpool Waterworks bill. The evidence
taken on this subject before the committee of the house

having been read, the parties were examined and
admitted the facts laid to their charge. The Lord
Chancellor moved that they were guilty of a high
breach of privilege, and that they should be committed
to the custody of the Usher of the Black Rod

; which was
ordered. It was then agreed on the motion of Earl
Grey that a select committee be appointed to inquire
whether the parties who got up the petitions were
cognisant of the fraud.—On the following day, the 26th,
the prisoners Byrne, Hinde, and M'Arthur, were brought
to the bar, reprimanded by the Lord Chancellor, and
discharged.
The County Coiirts Extension Bill having been read

a third time. Lord Beaumont moved an amendment to
the eficct that certain clerks of county courts who had
given up freehold offices and held their present offices

by a similar tenure, should be irremoveable under the
bill. This amendment was opposed by Lord Brough.\^m,
but the Lord Chancellor was favourable to it ; and it

was carried by 19 to 13.—Lord Brougham proposed to
strike out some words which would have the effect of

giving a concurrent jurisdiction in the superior courts
for sums between 20/. and 50/. ; which, after some dis-

cussion, was agreed to. The bill then passed.
An address was unanimously voted to Her Majesty, on

Tuesday the 23rd, in reply to the royal message relative
to a provision for the Duke and Princess Mary of
Cambridge.—A number of bills were then read a third
time and passed.

—The Marquis of Lansdowne, in reply
to a question, intimated that it was not the intention of

government to renew the Alien Act. The present state
of the country did not render it necessary, though he was
far from saying that it might not be necessary hereafter.
On Thursday, the 25th, the Earl of St. Germans

moved that the order of the day for the second reading
of the Marriages Bill should be discharged. He said
that the bill would be withdrawn for the present session,
and that he hoped the members would calmly consider
the subject before they met next year. After some dis-

cussion on what was xmdci'stood to be the state of public
opinion with respect to this measxire, the order of the

day was discharged.
—A petition was presented from the

persons committed to Newgate for Breach of Privilege,
expressing contrition ; and Lord Beaumont gave notice
that he should move next day that the prisoners be

brought to the bar, admonished, and discharged.

On Thursday, the 27th of June, in the House of

Commons, the adjourned debate on Mr. ^Roebuck's
resolution expressive of Confidence in the Foreign Policy
of the Government, was resumed by Sir John Walsh,
who regarded Lord Pahnerston's speech, though a great
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pffort of eloquence and mental power, insufficient to

Justify his course of foreign policy. The motion was
also opposed by Sir Henry Verney.—Sir Robert Inglis
would have felt more difficulty as to his vote had the
question been confined to our policy with regard to

Greece, but he was compelled to withhold his "support
from a resolution which gave unqualified praise to the
foreign policy of the government.—The Marquis of
Granby opposed the motion. The talents and patriotism,
lie said, of Lord Palmerston were admitted and admired;
l)ut the greater those talents the greater the danger of
their misapplication. Admit his desire to promote the
interests, dignity, and honour of England, still his
mode of efi'ecting his object had insulted every nation,
alienated all our allies, and left us without a friend on
the continent of Europe.—Sir "William Moleswokth
reminded the house that it was sitting as a court of
solemn appeal to confirm or reverse the Judgment of
the Peers. If the vote of confidence were given, the
ministers would be required to persevere in the present
policy and the people would be pledged to support them.
He held it to be a vague and dangerous principle that
the protection and shield of England is to be extended
to her wandering sons who are carried by commerce,
pleasure, or necessity, over the world. The true rule
rather was, that if a British subject think proper to
wander where pleasure or profit may tempt him, he
must take the consequences, and the more despotically,
or the worse governed a country might be, the less
entitled should the British subject be to expect that the
Secretary for Foreign Afi'airs should be at hand to protect
him. Sir W. Molesworth objected to interference with
the internal affairs of foreign states

;
he objected to

instructing ambassadors to become the chiefs of foreign
political parties, to sending envoys as wandering lecturers
on the principles of constitutional government. Such
things caused us to be looked on as an officious meddling
nation, and to be hated by all parties in all nations
alike. Many condemned the foreign policy, but feared
that if the motion were lost the ministry would resign.
If they did resign, he did not believe that men qualified
to take tlieir places could not be found among the
liberal party ; but, supposing the disagreeable alterna-
tive of the gentlemen opposite coming into power, he
did not believe that they who have so large a stake in
the prosperity of the country

—that the landt'd gentlemen
under leaders of the abilities of Lord Stanley and Mr.
D'Israeli, would pursue a policy leading to confusion,
revolution, and destruction of property. Liberal opinions
were not to be upheld by sacrificing convictions to avert
a political inconvenience. If there was a dissolution of
of parliament, why not? Many of them desired triennial

parliaments, and the three years had expired. But some
of them would lose their seats : so much the better, the

assumption being that they did not represent their
constituents. Sir William concluded by avowing himself
a cordial supporter of the domestic policy of the govern-
ment

;
but he had protested ten years ago against their

foreign policy. His views were unchanged, and, there-

fore, without hesitation though with regret, he should
vote against the motion.—Mr. Adaik supported the
motion, and affirmed that our foreign policy, from its

beneficial effects, was agreeable to the commercial,
manufacturing, and middle classes generally, and that
if there was any one point on which the movement
party would support the government, it was their foreign
policy.—Mr. Sidney Herbert, in opposing the motion,
dwelt chiefty on the affairs of Italy; ascribing the
violent and revolutionary scenes in that country to the
mission of Lord Minto, and other propagandist pro-
ceedings of the English government.—Mr. Gladstone
blamed the prime minister for sitting down under the
censure of the House of Lords, and leaving to Mr. Roe-
buck the task of vindicating the policy of government.
He discussed in great detail the various points of the
Greek question, and objected to the course pursued by
Lord Palmerston in that dispute, and in the transactions
connected with the mediation of Erance. On the
subject of our conduct towards other nations, he affirmed
that Lord Palmerston's policy had been that of constant
interference. No one could deny that on fit occasions
British influence might be beneficially used to extend
institutions from which we derive so much advantage ;

but we were not to make occasions and become propa-
gandists of political doctrines, even though they might
be sound. Adverting to Lord Palmerston's allusion to
the condition of a Roman citizen—to the triumph with
which he could say,

" Civis Romanis sum," Mr. Glad-
stone asked, what was a Roman citizen .' A Roman
citizen was the member of a privileged caste, of a
victorious and conquering nation, of a nation that held
all others bound down by the strong ann of power
which had one law for him and another for all the rest
of the world, which asserted in his favour principles
which it denied to all others. Was such the view of
the noble lord as to the relation of the English towards
all the rest of the world ? Did he claim for us that
we arc to stand on a platform, as it were, high above
all other nations ? It was clear from the whole, not
merely expression, but spirit, of the noble viscount's

speech, that such is his impression ; that he thinks we
are to be the censor of the vice and follies of all the
peoples of the world, the teacher of the nations, and
that all who do not think proper to admit the assump-
tion, must have diplomatic war declared against them.
And certainly, if the business of a Foreign Secretary
was merely to cany on diplomatic war, all must admit
the perfection of the noble lord in the discharge of his
functions. But it was not the duty of a Foreign
Minister to be like a knight-errant, ever pricking forth,
armed at all points, to challenge all comers, and lay
as many adversaries as possible sprawling, or the noble
lord would be a master of his art

; but to maintain
that sound code of international principles which is

a monument of human wisdom, and a precious inhe-
ritance bequeathed by our fathers for the preservation
of the future brotherhood of nations.—Mr. Henry
Drummoni) disapproved equally of the foreign policy
of Lord Palmerston, and of his immediate predecessors,
but he would not join in a run against him to serve
the purpose of a faction. He would not vote against
the motion, to gratify Lord Stanley and Sir James
Graham.—The debate was then adjourned.
On Friday the 28tli the debate was resumed.—Mr.

CocKDURX said that the question consisted of two
parts, the interference of government in the affairs of

Greece, and their policy with regard to other foreign
states. They interfered with Greece to obtain redress
of certain wrongs admitted to have been sustained by
British subjects, and it was their bounden duty to
do so. In the cases of Messrs. Fiulay and Pacifico
it had been found impossible to obtain redress from the
Greek authorities, and under such circumstances the
British government would have failed in its duty had
it not insisted on justice being done.—Mr. Cockbukk'
tlieu adverted to Lord Palmerston's policy in relation
to Spain, Italy, Austria, and other states, following
up the arguments previously urged by Lord Palmerston
himself. He referred to the evident compromise
between Sir R. Peel and the Protectionists, observing,
that whatever honesty there was in it belonged rather
to them than to him, and concluded by saying, "I
believe the policy which Her Majesty's government
have hitherto carried on to be essential to the prosperity
of commerce and trade—essential to the best interests

of the country, to the welfare of the people, and, above

all, essential to secure a steady and abundant supply
of the food which preserves the famishing ;

and that
if I were to oppose the resolution of the honourable and
learned member for Sheffield, I would be betraying
the best interests of the people of this realm, and

betraying the best interests of the nations of Europe—
believing that I would be retarding the progress of

civilisation, of humanity, and the best interests of man-
kind, I shall cheerfully and unhesitatingly vote in

favour of the resolution."—Mr. AValpole opposed the

resolution, and INIr. M. Milncs supported it.—Mr.
CoBDEN denied the charge of a cabal against the

government, and denied that he had more sympathy
with Russia, or loss sympathy with the Italians and

Hungarians than the warmest supporters of the govern-
ment.—Sir R. Peei, said that Mr. Cockburn, in specu-
lating upon his motives, seemed to have forgotten that a

vote might begiven conscientiously, and withoutreferenco

to political combinations. So far from his having made
any compromise with the protectionists, he was every day
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more convinced that the domestic policy of the govern-
ment was the only true one. He also partly approved
of their foreign policy, but as he did not approve of the

whole of it he could not vote for Mr. Roebuck's

resolution.—Lord John Russell, after discussing Jb

considerable detail the various topics of the question,

made some general observations on the principles of

foreign policy. He acknowledged that it was a just rule

of policy not to interfere in the domestic affairs of other

nations; but that rule had not been strictly observed

even by Lord Aberdeen, and it must be relaxed in cases

of exigency, for an unbending rule might be the cause

of war. Though, besides the general interest of man-

kind, it was the particular interest of this country that

freedom should be extended, yet our best influence was

by affording at home an example of the good effects of

liberty ;
but it ought to be understood in Europe that

we took part in neither of the extreme parties into

which it was di\-ided—neither the wildness of democracy
nor the iron rule of despotism ;

and he begged the house

to beware, lest, in censuring a government which had
held that middle course, it declared in favour of one of

those parties.
—Mr. Disraeli said that it was absurd

to lay down a rule, that, in countries like Greece, every

person calling himself a British subject might look for

redress to a British admiral. Admitting the claims of

Finlay and Pacifico, though exaggerated in amount,

they were not better founded than a multitude of other

claims which had not been enforced by line-of-battle ships.

On the general topic he contended that the policy of

ministers had not been calculated to sustain the honour
of England, and that, so far from preserWng peace, there

would have been no war in Europe but for their inter-

ference. On the division, the resolution was can-ied

by 310 against 264
; majority in favour of Govern-

ment, 46.

The Site of the Exhibition of 1851 was the subject of

a conversation, on Monday the 1st instant, occasioned

by questions from Col. Sibthorp and other members.
The Attorxey-Gexeral explained the state of the

legal question, stating that Hyde Park was the property
of the crown, and at each accession was vested in the

commissioners of woods and forests, as trustees for the

public, who had a right to cut down all trees, whether
mature or immature, with the sanction of the crown,
but had no right to grant leases for permanent build-

ings. A fuU discussion of the subject was arranged for

Thursday.
Mr. Anstey moved for an inquiry into the Treatment

of Mr. Smith O'Brien, and the circumstances under
which a letter from that gentleman to Mr. Anstej'
himself had been intercepted and opened in the colony

by the local authorities.—Sir George Grey opposed the

motion, and stated that the course adopted was

invariably pursued towards con'vdcts who refused tickets

of leave, and that Mr. O'Brien was treated with
as much lenity as circumstances would admit. The
motion was negatived by 45 to 17.

The house then went into a Committee of Supply, and
various sums were voted, chiefly for educational purposes.
The vote for the British Museum caused a good deal of

conversation, and severe comments were made on the

management of that institution, especially in regard to

the library.
When the house met on Wednesday the 3rd, Mr.

Hu5iE, after referring briefly, but with great feeling, to

the Death of Sir Robert Peel, moved an immediate

adjournment witho\it proceeding to any business. The
motion was seconded by Mr. Gladstone, as being the

only member present who had been officially connected
with Sir R. Peel. Every heart, he observed, was much
too full to allow them to proceed so early to the con-

sideration of the amount of the calamity with which the

country had been \isitcd in the premature death of his

fi-iend.
" I will say, the premntxre death of Sir Robert

Peel ; for, although he has died full of years and fuU of

honours, yet it is a death that in human eyes is prema-
tui-e, because we had fondly hoped that, in whatever

position, by the weight of his ability, by the splendour
of his talents and by the puritj' of his virtues, he might
still have been spared to render us most essential services.

I will only quote, as deeming them highly ajipropriate,
those most touching and most fecUng lines wliich were

applied by one of the greatest poets of this country to

the memory of a man even greater than Sir Robert
Peel.

" Now is the stately column broke,
The heacon-lijiht is quenched in smoke

;

The ti-umiiet's silvery sound is still,

The warder silent on the hill."

In the absence of a member of the Cabinet—for Lord
John Russell had gone ovit of town and the motion
seems to have come on unexpectedly

—Sir W. Somer-
viLLE expressed his concurrence

;
and the house

adjourned.
On Thursday the 4th when the house assembled for

the evening sitting. Lord John Ri'ssell renewed the

subject. When he rose to address a very full hoxise, the

members uncovered with one accord, and a solemn
silence prevailed. Lord John was deeply moved—
speaking with a voice faultering and at first scai'ccly

audible. In a strain of deep sympathy he touched upon
the prominent features of the public character of Sir

Robert Peel—his long and largo experience in state

affairs, his profound knowledge, his oratorical powers,
and his copious yet exact memory ; and he noticed the

candour and kindness evinced by "him towards a political

opponent in his last act in that house. Slightly glancing
at his political career, and the spirit which had guided
his political conduct, Lord John remarked that by the

course Sir Robert had taken after the passing of the

reform bUl, between 1832 and 1841, he had rendered a

great public service. The example of such a man, who,
with a love of literature and a taste for the arts, had
devoted all his energies to labour for the sake of his

country, would not, he hoped, be lost upon the people of

that country. The hannony which had prevailed for

the last two years, and the safety which this country
had enjoyed during a period when other nations were
visited by calamities, had been greatly owing to the

course which Sir R. Peel had thought it his duty to

pui-sue. He concluded by saying that, if it should appear
to the friends of the departed statesman desirable to

take the coui-se adopted on the death of Mr Pitt, he
should give his willing support to a motion for a public
funeral ; or if it should be thought that the com'se taken
in the case of Mr. Grattan should be followed, he was

ready to concur in it.—Mr. Goulbukn, on the part of

Sir R. Peel's family, declined, with deep gratitude, the

proposition of a public funeral. He read a testamentary
memorandum, written on the 8th of May, 1844, in which
Sir Robert said—"

I desire that I may be interred in

the vault of the parish church of Drayton Bassett, in

which my father and mother were interred, and that my
funeral may be without ostentation or parade of any
kind." And, not more than six weeks ago, he had

pointed out to Lady Peel, on an inspection of the

church, the spot in which he wished his body to be laid.

Mr. Govilburn then suggested that the subject should

drop, but Mr. Herries finished the conversation by
expressing his belief that no remembrances of diversity
in pubHc opinion should mingle in the profound respect
and sorrow which pervaded the house at the loss of one
of its greatest ornaments.
Lord John Russell then made an announcement

respecting the Public Busi^iess for the remainder of

the session. The lord-lieutenancy abolition (Ireland)

bill, the securities for advances (Ireland) bill, the mer-
chant seamen's fund bill, the woods and forests bill, and
the railway audit (No. 2) bill, it was intended to aban-

don for the present session
;
and he did not intend to go

beyond the second reading of the landlord and tenant

(Ireland) bill. Amongst the bills which it was proposed
to persevere with were the stamp duties bill, the eccle-

siastical commission bill, the mercantile marine (No. 2)

bill, the oath of abjuration (Jews) bill, and the charita-

ble trusts bUl ; to which the Chancellor of the Exche-

qxicr added the sai'iugs' banks bill.

The Site for the Exhibition of next Fear was then

brought imder discussion by Colonel Sibthorp, who
moved that the report of the commissioners be referred

to a select committee, and that, before any further pro-

ceeding of the commissioners, the sanction of the house
be given. He characterised the report as vague and

unsatisfactoiy, and inveighed against the whole scheme.
He pronounced the exhibition, by which the park is to
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be desecrated, the greatest trash, the greatest fraud, the

greatest imposition ever attempted to be palmed upon
the people of this country

—intended to bring down
prices, and pave the way for the cheap and nasty trum-

pery system. When all the bad characters were at-

tracted to the park, he advised people living there to

keep a sharp look-out after their silver forks and spoons
and servant-maids. The building would cost 200,000/.,
and be prejudicial to the best interests of the country.

—
Sir Benjamin Hall moved, as an amendment, an
address to the Queen, praying her to stay the erection

of a building in Hyde Park. A desultorj' conversation

followed
;
in the course of which Mr. R. Stephenson,

a member of the royal commission, stated that he was at

first in favour of Battersea fields as a site, but a per-
sonal examination had entirely altered his opinion ; and
Mr. Labouchere said that the commissioners had fully
stated the reasons which had induced them to deprecate

any change in the existing arrangements, and that he
considered the credit of the country with the nations of

the world as being deeply involved in that decision.

Ultimately Sir B. Hall's amendment was negatived by
166 to 47

;
and Colonel Sibthorp's motion was negatived

by 166 to 46.

The house then, in committee of supply, discussed

the proposed vote of 125,000^. for Public Education.
The compulsory adoption of the management clauses of

the committee of Privy Council ^vas condemned by Mr.

Miles, Lord J. Manners, Mr. Wood, Mr. Roundell

Palmer, and defended by Sir G. Grey and Lord John

Russell, who intimated that there should be no oppo-
sition to an inquiry into the whole matter next year in

either house. The vote was agreed to.

On Friday the 5th, Mr. Caylet moved for leave to

bring iu a bill for the Repeal of the Malt Tar. He
enlarged on the distress of the agricultui-ists and their

claims to relief, and contended that the measure could
be eflected with safety to the national credit, especially
as it was not proposed to bring it into operation till the

5th of April next. The Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer called upon the house to consider the con-

sequences of sacrificing a great amount of revenue for

which they would be unable to find a substitute.—Mr.
Disraeli said that, as agriculture was now the only
unprotected interest, it ought to bo relieved of those

burdens which pressed upon it exclusively, and that the

repeal of the malt-tax would be a relief not only to that

interest, but to the labouring classes generally.
—Lord

John Russell observed that Mr. Disraeli's opinion
was at variance with Lord Stanley, the head of the

protectionist pai-ty, who had declared that he could not

support the repeal of the malt-tax with a due regard
to the finances of the country. On a division, the

motion was negatived by 247 to 123.

On Monday the 8th, on the question of the Mer-
cantile Marine Bill going into committee, Mr. Moffatt
opposed the principle of the measure. He reviewed
the general difficulties of British shipping, reminded
ministers that when they repealed the navigation law

they promised the removal of those difficulties, and
endeavoured to show that those promises had not been
fidfilled ; nothing having been dime to relieve shipping
of the burdens of lighthouse and pilotage dues, nor to

cure the evils of the present system of manning the

navy.
—Mr. Labouchere contended that the bill had

been approved of by all the seaport towns in the empire
except London; he said that the bill had three objects,
the securing an adequate amount of skill in the masters
of merchant vessels, the withdrawal of their certificates

in case of incaijacity, and the prevention of the whole-
sale desertions which now took place. He stated his

intention, next session, of consolidating in a single act

the whole law relating to the mercantile marine service,
and expressed his hope that there might be no obstruc-
tion in the meantime to the present measure. Mr.
Mott'att having withdrawn his motion, Lord John Man-
ners moved that the bill be referred to a select com-

mittee, wliich was negatived by 120 to 34, and the biU
was committed.
The house then went into committee on the Eccle-

siastical Commission Bill, and Mr. Hoksman moved
an amendment to 'the first clause, to the effect that the
whole commission should be limited to three paid and

responsible officers, and that the fifty-two present ex

officio members of the board should be removed. He
supported his motion by a brief recapitulation of matter

brought forward by him on former occasions, to show
the inefficient and injurious working of the present
establishment. He said, among other things, that if

the committee which he demanded some time ago had
been granted, he should have been able to show, ft'om

authentic evidence, that the Bishop of London now
receives an income of 50,000/. a year. The motion was
supported by Sir B. Hall, and opposed by Lord John
Russell and Sir G. Grey, and negatived by 60 to 22—
Mr. E. Denison then moved that three of the com-
missioners should be paid, but withdrew his amendment.—On clause 13, Lord John Russell moved an amend-
ment, striking out what had been mserted in the upper
house, and substituting words to unite the episcopal
fund and the common tund, and to make the joint fund
available for all the purposes that each has served, with
some additional purposes, such as the endowment of
new bishoprics.

—Mr. Gladstone complained of the
cavalier manner in which the amendment of the House
of Lords was thrown overboard, and charged Lord John
Russell with a covert intention to abandon the pledge
he had given to found three new bishoprics ; for, if the
two funds were blended, that pledge could not be
fulfilled.—Mr. Sidney Herbert also opposed the fusion

of the two funds.—Lord John Russell's amendment was

supported by Mr. Henley, Sir T. Dyke Acland, and
Mr. Page Wood, and carried by 163 to 111.

On the question of the Home-made Spirits Bill going
into committee, the Chancellor of the Exchequer
moved that the house go into committee that day six

months ; and on a division the bill was thrown out

by a majority of one, the numbers being 121 to 120.

Colonel Sibthorp demanded to know if the ministers

dared, after such a vote, to carry on the government of
the country ? and the house laughed heartily.
On Tuesday the 9th, addresses of condolence on the

death of the late Duke of Cambridge were voted to Her
Majesty and to the Duchess of Cambridge.—Mr. Locke
KiNB then brought forward the subject of the Amend-
m,ent of the County Franchise, by moving for leave

to bring in a biU to make the franchise of counties

in England and Wales the same as in boroughs, by
giving the right of voting to all occupiers of tene-

ments of the annual value of V)l. He supported his

motion briefly', insisting chiefly on the fitness and safety
of giving the franchise to the class in counties who
already enjoy it in boroughs, and challenging the protec-
tionists to show the sincerity of their belief, that the

great body of the people cling to protection, by giving
them the opportunity to vote accordingly.

—Mr. Hume
in seconding the motion, reminded Lord John Russell

of his admission that he is prepared to go beyond the

Reform Bill of 1832, and asked him in what other

direction besides this, could he make the advance with
less danger.

—Sir De Lacy Evans, who had given notice

of an amendment, withdrew it, that he might not peril
the original motion. The motion was supported by Mr.
G. Thompson, and also by Mr. Drummond, who said

that as he had often advocated a similar measure, he
should not now oppose it, little as he liked the quarter
whence it came.—Lord John Russell censured the

practice of bringing forward such large and important

questions in the month of July ; merely admitting bills

to be laid on the table, with no intention of going on
with them, was unworthy of the House of Commons.
He commented on the general schemes of the parliamen-

tary reformers, and called upon them, the next time

they came forward, to show that the changes they advo-

cated arc consistent with the maintenance of the

monarchy,the House of Lords,and the House ofCommons,
whi<'h are fundamental parts ofour constitution, enjoying
the thorough attachment of the people of this country.

—
Mr. King replied; the independent members were
most curiously treated, for whenever they brought
forward a motion they were sure to be told it was not

the time for it. He was happy to find, however, that

Lord John Russell had not adduced one argument to

prevent his hereafter bringing forward a measure which
would even go to the extent desired by Mr. Hume. It

seemed as if the noble lord onlv said " No "
that he might
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be pressed a little warmly, and refused the overture that

he might yield to a stronger embrace.
" Et fiigit ad salices et se cupit ante videri."

There were two parties in the house, and the noble lord

was puzzled between them. On the one hand were the

reformers, and on the other the anti-reformers. The
noble lord turned from one to the other, and, like Cap-
tain Macheath, sang :

—
" How happy could I be with either

Were t' other dear chanuer away,—
But, while you both teaze me together.
To neither a word will I say."

Though the debate was thus closed, Mr. Gr.vtt.yn

addressed the house on the necessity of a reform of the

franchise in Ireland; and Mr. Disraeli made Mr.

Grattan's speech the occasion for attacking at great

length the views of the reformers. On a division the

motion was negatived by 159 to 100.

Mr. Locke then moved an address to Her Majesty

praying for an inquiry whether the amount of Sunday
Labour in the Post Offices might not be reduced with-

out completely putting an end to the collection and

delivery of letters, &c., on Sundays; and praying

that, pending such inquiry, Her Majesty would give
orders that the collection and delivery on Sundays shall

be continued as heretofore. He observed that the

government had not received due credit for the extent

of reductions of Sunday labour ^\hich they had already
effected in the post-office. Those great reductions,

and others in contemplation, were in the act of being

silently and satisfactorily made, when the house de-

cided on a total suspension of all Sunday deliveries, in

the vain hope that all labour would be dispensed with

on that day. But there would be no real diminution

in the amount of Sunday labour
;
and he adduced evi-

dence that there would be merely a shifting of labour

consequent on the distribution of letters and newspapers

being transferred from the post-office to private hands.

He showed the delay, the losses, and the embarrass-

ments which the suspension of postal communication on

Sunday would create
;
and asked why the suspension of

labour should be limited to the post-office. The mea-
sure was a narrow, partial, and indefensible assertion of

a far wider principle. Why did it not comprehend
every public and every private department ? Because

the country would not for an instant stand the entirety
of its mischief.—Mr. Roebuck seconded the motion,

dividing the question into two distinct questions, rcU-

gious and political. With the first the House of Com-
mons had nothing to do. The Sabbath was unkno>\Ti

in the Christian religion ;
and none oi' the Jewish curses

against a breach of the Sabbath could be directed against
acts done on the Christian Sunday. The great fathers

of the church, from Luther and Calvin downwards, tell

us that Sunday is a "feast-day," having nothing to do

with the Judaical dispensation, but set apart for human
observance by human wisdom, for human purposes, on

human grounds. Turning to the political question, he

admitted the great benefits to man of a day of rest. The
true principle was to afford relief to the greatest number ;

but, by interrupting the arrangements of the post-office,

labour would be multiplied five-fold. The post-office,

by its cheap, easy machinery, called for a small

quantity of labour from the poor man ;
it contributed

to his education and in many ways to his mental and
moral amelioration

;
and much of its special infiuence

was exercised on his Sunday of labour. On the ground
of religion, he concluded, there was nothing to stand

upon ;
on that of political expediency there never was a

grosser blunder than the closing of the post-office on

Sunday.
—Lord Ashley insisted that the closing expe-

riment had not had a fair trial
;

it had been b\it twenty
days in operation, and nothing had been alleged to

justify a reversal of the decision of the house.—Sir R.

Inghs opposed the motion, which in his opinion involved

the honour of the sovereign.
—Lord J. Russell reminded

the house that the proposition of closing the post-offices
on Sunday did not meet with the support of niinisters,

and that they had no option but to present to Her

Majesty the address of the house, which was not like a

simple resolution that might be rescinded the next day.
He could have wished that the question had not come

on again so soon for consideration ; though on the

general question, he could not get over the circumstance,
that here was a public department which was charged
with the business of carrying the letters, and armed witli

the powers of the state to prevent other persons carrying
them—which took upon itself to be charged exclusively
with this duty

—which conveyed a letter on the Saturday
evening from London, informing a daughter that her

father was so dangerously ill that unless she set out im-

mediately she might never see him again or receive his

blessing ;
and that letter, arriving in a provincial town

early on the Sunday morning, was there detained

twenty-four hours in the post-office, the daughter per-

haps knowing of the father's illness, and suffering all

the agonies of protracted anxiety during those twenty-
four hours. There was the ease of the Duchess of

Sutherland, whose father was dying at Castle Howard ;

it was generally thought a very barbarous thing that she

was not permitted to enter the railway carriage to arrive

in time to see her father before his death. The circum-

stance attracted groat attention owing to the rank of the

two parties concerned ; but that circumstance, which
shocked a great many people

—preventing a daughter
from seeing her dying parent

—we might have repeated

every Sunday. There were poor families, families that

could pay a penny for a letter, bvit could not send a

telegraphic message or a parcel by the railway ;
and

this might be occurring in fifty, or a hundred, or three

hundred instances, every time we detained the letters.

He concluded by proposing the omission of the last

clause of the resolution, which suggested a resumption
of Sunday deliveries pending the inquiry. Mr. Gl.^d-

STONE proposed the further omission of the preamble of

the resolution, referring to the great public inconve-

nience which had arisen. Lord John Russell con-

curred in this proposal ;
and the resolution, reduced by

those omissions, to a simple prayer for inquiry, was put
as an amendment. The house divided on the original

motion, which was negatived by 233 to 92; and the

amendment was then carried by 19.5 to 112.

On Wednesday the 10th, Mr. Stuai-t Wortley
moved [the third reading of the Marriages Bill, and
Mr. W.'i.LroLE moved its third reading that day three

months.—Some debate ensued, in which there was no

novelty, and the third reading was carried by 144 to 134.

—A motion, by Mr. Oswald, that the bill should not

extend to Scotland, was negatived by 137 to 130.

Mr. EvVAiiT brought forward his annual motion for

the Abolition ofthePxmishment of Death, on Thursday
the 11th. Without entering into the statistics of the

question, he contended, on general grounds, that this

punishment was inconsistent with the great object of

all punishment—certainty-
—inasmuch as juries often

acquitted the criminal solely through abhorrence of the

penalty. He combattod the objections urged against
him last year by Sir G. Grey, and contended for the

substitution of secondary punishments.-
—Sir G. Grey

went over the old grounds of opposition to the motion,

which, after being supported by Mr. Bright and Mr.

Adair, was negatived by 46 to 40.—Mr. F. O'Connor
then brought forward his motion, that the house should

adopt the principles embodied in the People's Charter,
and was speaking in support of it when the house was
counted out at half-past eight, there being only twenty-
nine members present.
On Friday the 12th, Lord John Russell moved an

address to Her Majesty for a monument in Westminster

Abbey, to the Memory of Sir Robert Peel, with an

inscription expressive of the public sense of so great
and irreparable a loss

; and, in doing so, pronounced a

warm eulogy on the character and services of the

departed statesman. The motion, being put by the

speaker, was carried by acclamation.—Mr. Hume moved
an address to her Majesty, praying for a commission to

enquire into the causes of the naval and military

operations on" the coast of Borneo, which had caused

a lamentable loss of life among certain of the native

tribes. The debate which ensued turned chiefly on the

conduct of Sir James Brooke, which was severely
censured by the mover, Colonel Thompson, and Mr.

Cobden, and defended by Mr. Plowden, Sir H. Verney,
and Sir F. Baring. The motion Vas negatived by
169 to 29.
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The second reading of the Attorneys' Certificates Bill

was moved on the 15th, by Lord R. Grosvenor, who
reminded the house of the circumstances under which
the introduction of the bill had been carried against the

government, and hoped that the house would adhere to

its former resolution.—The Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, on moving the rejection of the bill, adverted
to the canvassing out of doors, and observed that if the

house was prepared to repeal taxes to the amount of

100,000^., there were many other taxes much fitter for

remission. The general charges of the profession would
not be lowered by the repeal of this duty, so that the

pubHc would derive no benefit from it.—Mr. MuUings
and Mr. Muntz spoke in favour of the bill; and Mr. Bass

and Mr. Goulburn against it.—Mr. Bright said that

though he had formerly voted in favour of the bill, yet,
as a general revision of taxation must take place next

session, which would be the fittest time to consider all

taxes of this character, he should at present vote with
the government. The second reading was carried by
239 to 122

;
a majority of 17 against the government.

On the 16th, at the end of the morning sitting, Mr. F.
Scott moved that the house should adjourn till the

following day in token of respect to the memory of the

late Duke of Cambridijc. After some hesitation on the

part of Mr. Labouchere, the motion was agreed to.

The Copyhold Enfranchisement Bill was considered
in committee on the 17th. Before going into committee,
a motion by Sir G. Strickland, that the bill be com-
mitted that day three months, was negatived by 49 to

40. In committee, several amendments were agreed to,

and the chairman reported progress, in order to give
Mr. Aglionby an opportunity of revising the measure

;

leave being given to sit again on Wednesday next.

On the motion for the second reading of the Landlord
and Tenant (Ireland) Bill, Mr. S.Chawford moved the

second reading that day three months, and described it as
" one of several bills sent down from the other house, the

object of which might be described as being to facilitate

extermination
;
and this at a time when the tenantry of

Ireland were calling for a just measure of relief and

protection, which would not be granted." The bill was
also opposed by Mr. Bright, Mr. Anstey, and Mr. Hume.—Sir W. Somerville defended the bill against the

charge of being a landlords' measure. The present

system of fraudulent removal of crops called for a

remedy, but he was willing to modify, in committee,

any part of the bill which might be thought harsh to

tenants. The debate was interrupted at six o'clock, by
the Speaker adjourning the house.
The debate on Mr. Heywood's motion for an address,

praying the issue of a Royal Commission of Inquiry into

t'ne State of the Universities, adjourned from the 23rd
of April, was resumed on the 18th.—-Mr. R. Palmer
contended that there was no necessity for such a com-
mission. There was no foundation for the assertion

that the statutes of the colleges prohibit the introduction

of new courses of study ;
and with regard to the birth

preferences and local preferences in the election of

fellows, &c., a just and liberal interpretation of the

statutes would generally carry out the purpose of the

founders. It ought not to be forgotten what the

colleges themselves had already done in this respect.
In the University of Oxford, within the last twenty or

thirty years, no fewer than twelve out of the nineteen

colleges had spontaneously adopted a sounder and more
liberal interpretation of the wills of their founders and
had opened the colleges to merit of every description ;

and the others, if a spirit of resistance were not created

by ill-judged interference, would soon follow their

example. The crown, without any commission or legis- |

lativc interference, had a right as visitor of the colleges,
to introduce improvements and correct abuses ; but this

power had fallen into abeyance through the neglect of

the advisers of the crown.—Sir G. Grey defended the
|

course which the government intended to pursue, and
which had been announced by Lord John Russell. The I

government would advise the crown to issue a commis-
sion of inquiry, though they could not support
Mr. Heywood's motion.—Mr. J. Stuart moved an

amendment to the ctt'cct that any advice to issue a royal
commission of inquiry into the management of any
colleges not of royal foundation was illegal and uncon-

stitutional.—Mr. H. Drummond disapproved of the
commission : if the crown or the house assumed the

power to inquire how corporations used their property,
what was to protect the queen from an inquiry how the

queen used her property ? He admitted that the uni-

versities had been negligent of their duties, but this

was not the way to remedy the evil.—Mr. Gladstone
was certain that any investigation into the state of the
universities would redound to their honour, but any
commission to that effect would violate the principle of

local freedom to which Englishmen owed their capacity
for self-government. Supposing that the colleges had
lagged behind the age, state interference should be

delayed until the fact had been established, and then
the only proper interference was an act of parliament.—
Lord John Russell argued for the legality and expe-
diency of a royal commission, and concluded by saying
that if the house refuse to pei-mit the crown to make this

inquiry, it will do much to keep back the universities

in the course of improvement, which they themselves
are willing to adopt. After some further debate Mr.
Stuart withdrew his amendment.—Sir G. Grey then
moved that the debate be adjourned for three months,
which was carried by 160 to 138

;
the vote being in effect

in favour of the commission.
On the order for committing the Attorneys' Certificate

Bill, the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved
that the committee be deferred for three months

;
but

the motion was negatived by 105 to 103. The bill then
went through the committee, several amendments being
carried after considerable discussion.

On the 19th in answer to a question from Mr. Foster,
whether the Fost Office Inquiry had commenced,
Lord John Russell said that it had, and that it

was conducted by Lord Clanricarde, Mr. Labouchere
and Mr. Grey.—The house went into committee on
the queen's message respecting a Grant to the

Family of the late Duke of Cambridge.—Lord John
Russell, after a variety of explanations, proposed to

allow the present Duke of Cambridge the sum of 12,000/.

per annum, and that the Princess Mary of Cambridge
should have 3000/. per annum.-—Mr. Hume objected to

the amount of the allowance to the Duke of Cambridge,
and moved that it should be 8000/. Mr. Bright con-

curred with Mr. Hume. The original proposition was

supported by Mr. Disraeli, the Mai-quis of Granby and
Sir H. Inglis ;

and the amendment was negatived by
206 to 53.—Mr. Hume then moved that the grant
should be 10,000/., which was negatived by 177 to 55, and
the resolution was agreed to. The house then went into

a committee of supply and various sums were voted.

The vote of 24,080/. for the Ciiil Establishments on the

Western Coasts of Africa met with considerable oppo-
sition. It was objected to by Mr. Cobden, as being an

unnecessary extension of our colonial establishments and
a further outlay on a fresh fruitless plan for extermina-

ting the slave trade. Mr. Cobden was supported by
Mn Hume, Mr. M. Gibson, Mr. Hutt, and Mr. Jack-
son

;
the vote was supported by Lord Palmerston,

Mr. Forster, Mr. Cardwell, and Sir E. Buxton. On a
division it was carried by 138 to 42.

On Monday the 22nd, Lord John Russell intimated
that he did not intend to proceed this session with the Oath

ofAbjuration (Jews) U///, the state of the business of the

house not admitting of it, but that he meant to go on
with it at the earliest possible period next session.

On the motion for going into a committee of supply,
Mr. Hume moved for the production of all Despatches
from British Guiana, since May last. He produced
many allegations of grievance on the part of the colonists,
which he traced to the constitution of the colony, where
the casting vote given to the governor rendered him

independent of local control.—Lord John Russell
declined to enter into statements founded on despatches
not yet officially received, but denied the truth of the

allegation that the governor by his casting vote constant-

ly defeated motions for reform. The motion was then

negatived.
In the committee of supply a number of votes belong-

ing to the colonial, the consular and the civil services

were disposed of. 'The vote of 6914/. on account of the set-

tlement oiLabium, gave rise to a long discussion, in which
the conduct of Sir James Brooke was impugned by Mr.
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Hume and Mr. Cobdcn, and defended by Mr. Aglionby,
Mr. Driunmond, and others. Mr. Cobden objected to

the vote for the consular establishments in China, and
moved an amendment, which was negatived by 166 to

34.—Mr. C. LtTSHiNOTON objected to the vote of 1,695/.

to distressed dissenting ministers, which was repugnant
to the dissenting body itself.—Lord John Russell said

this -was an extraordinai-y statement, seeing that the
dissenters had been in the habit of receiving it ever
since 1723. On a division the vote was agreed to by 147
to 72.

The House ha'ving resumed, the Ecclesiastical Com-
mission Bill was read a third time and passed, after

some discussion on certain additional clauses.

On the motion for the third reading of the Attorneys'

Certificates Bill, the Chancellor of the Exchequer
moved the third reading that day three months, which
was sarried by 113 to 84, and the bill eonseqmently
thrown out.

On Tuesday the 23rd, the 3/erf«ca/ Charities (Ireland)
Bill was considered in committee, and several amend-
ments were agreed to.

Colonel Dunne moved for leave to bring in a Bill to

ametiil the Irish Poor Lmc, explaining, that the princi-

pal design of the mea.sure was to limit the power of

giving out-door relief. Mr. P. Scrope and Major
Blackall opposed the motion, and Mr. French supported
it.-—Sir G. Grey consented to the bill being brought in,

guarding himself from being supposed, on the one hand,
to be wholly against the principle of out-door relief, or,
on the other, to recommend the resumption of public
works on a large scale, such as wei-e formerly commenced
during the pressiire of famine.—Mr. Staffohi), in sup-
porting the motion, expressed his regret that there was
little room to doubt the failure, to a considerable extent,
ofthe present year's potato crop in Ireland. After some
further observations, leave was given to bring in the bill.

Colonel SiBTHORP moved a resolution that the Income
Tax on Tenant-farmers should be removed after the

present year.
—The Chancellor of the Exchequer

said that the cause of the farmers should not be separa-
ted from that of other industrial classes. The motion
was supported by Mr. Buck, Mr. Newdegate, Mr.
Wodehouse, and Mr. Disraeli.—Mr. Bright adhered to

his general objections to the income tax, but saw no
special grievance in the case of the farmer, and looked

upon the motion as a mere topic for agitation. The
motion was negatived by 50 to 32.

Mr. Adair, having moved, on the 24th, the second

reading of the Poor /^fft'ef (Cities and Towms) Bill, was
prevailed upon not to press his motion at this period of
the session

;
it having been stated by Mr. Baines and

Sir G. Grey that the whole subject was under the con-
sideration of the Poor Law Board, and would undergo
the careful consideration of government during the
recess.

In moving the second reading of the Compound
House/iolders Bill, Sir W. Clay explained that its ob-

ject was to remove a grievance affecting a numerous
class of householders. At present, if the owner of a
house compounded with the parish officers for the pay-
ment of the parochial rates, the overseers had no power
to retxirn the name of the occupants to the returning
officer as entitled to vote in the election of members to

serve in parliament. The tenants of proprietors who,
under local acts, compounded for their rates, though
they occupied tenements to a higher value than 10/.,
were not allowed to be placed upon the register only
after payment of the existing rate

; consequently after

every rate they were obHged to make a fresh application.
The effi^ct of this system was that great numbers of per-
sons in the metropolis and other places who, according
to the spirit of the reform bill, were entitled to be upon
the register were disfranchised. This bill would obviate
the necessity of parties so placed making incessant
claims

;
in short it would place them, in this respect,

upon a par with county voters who, having once sub-
stantiated a claim, were not under the necessity of

renewing it so long as they remained in the occupation
of the same house. They were, however, relieved from
none of the conditions of residence or payment of rates
which were required by the reform act.—Mr. Newde-
gate, Mr. Spooner, and Sir H. Willoughby, opposed the

bill as opening a door to fraud.—Sir G. Grey' said the
bill came entirely within the spirit of the reform act

;

and Sir E. N. Buxton also supported it. The biU was
read a second time, by 80 against 24.

The second reading of the Sunday Trading Prevention
Bill was moved by Mr. C. Pearson, who said that the
measure was not intended for the rich or the middle
class, but for the ^working poor, whose day of rest it

guaranteed from interruption, and saved them from the

hardship of giving seven days' labour for six days' wages.
He admitted that some of the details of the bill were
objectionable, but they could be struck o\it in com-
mittee. The bill was read a second time.
On the 2oth, Mr. Baillie went at some length into a

statement respecting certain proclamations alleged to have
been issued by Captain Watson during the disturbances
in Ceylon, the signature to which had been declared by
him to be a forgery ;

and asked Lord John Russell to

lay on the table a report received from the commissioners

appointed to inquire into this matter, who had pro-
nounced the signature to be genuine.

—Lord John
Russell said that the report of the commissioners was
hurried and incomplete, but was to be followed by a
fuller report accompanied by documents. When this

was received the whole would be produced.
Lord Naas moved an address, praying Her Majesty to

order measures to be taken to insure immediate Steam
Communicatioyi with Australia, and adverted to the

great inconveniences of the present length of the voyage,
generally 120 or 130 days, while by steam it could be

accomplished in 70.—The Chancellor of the Exche-
quer could not consent to the motion, though he
admitted the importance of the object. Government
had been anxious to make an arrangement with the East
India Company, but it had not been accomplished.
The Peninsular and Oriental Company had made a
tender to extend the steam communication to Singapore,
Hong-Kong, and Australia, but the East India Company
who were parties to the existing arrangement, had
declined to ratify the arrangement proposed, which
could not, therefore, be effected till the termination of

the existing contract.—Sir J. Hogg complained that

this statement was unfair to the East India Company.
After some fui'ther discussion the motion was negatived.
Mr. Hume called the attention of the House to the

present restrictions on the Admission to St. Paul's

Cathedral, and observed that a more liberal system had
been adopted in Westminster Abbey.—Sir G. Grey said

that this subject was under consideration, with a view
to the removal of these restrictions.

In committee of suppl)' a number of votes were

agreed to.

The third reading of the Charitable Trusts Bill, after

opposition from Jlr. Turner and Mr. Goulburn, was
carried by 96 to 53, and the bill, with some amendments,
passed.
On the 26th, in consequence of the general understand-

ing that it was the intention of Baron Rothschild to

present himself at the table of the House of Commons
and requii'e to be allowed to take his seat as one of the

members of the City of London
; long before twelve

o'clock the lobbies of the House of Commons were
crowded to excess by members of the Jewish persuasion,
anxious to witness the arrival of the Baron. This

anxiety was also manifested on the part of the members,
who flocked in crowds to the house in order to be present
at the novel ceremony of one of the Jewisti nation

presenting himself at the table of the house as one of its

members, and desiring to be sworn on the Old Testament.
Baron Rothschild appeared in the lobby at twelve

o'clock, and was loudly cheered. The Speaker took

the chair at twelve o'clock, when there was an unusually
full attendance of members. — Baron Rothschild

appeared at the bar of the house, introduced by Mr. Page
Wood and Mr. John Abel Smith. As he advanced up
the floor of the house to the table he was loudly cheered

by members on both sides. The clerk at the table

placed the customary oath in his hands and was about
to swear the honourable gentleman upon the New
Testament, when he was interrupted by Baron Roths-
child, who said in a loud and clear voice,

"
I desire to

be sworn on the Old Testament."—Sir R. H. Inglis—
I protest against that. Baron Rothschild was then
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ordered to withdraw, and withdrew accordingly amid
the cheers of the house.—Sir R. H. Inglis then moved,
as a resolution

; that it had been the practice of this

country ever since it had been Christian, to regard all

the members of its supreme legislature, whether Lords
or Commons, as bound by Christian obligations ; and,
therefore, when any one approached that table to take

part in the deliberations of that house, he ought not to

be pei-mitted to take such part without first liaving taken

upon him the obligations of a Christian solemnitj'.
—Mr.

Hume asked if the honourable baronet would have any
objection to embody in his motion the words, that Baron
Rothschild had been chosen and elected by the citizens

of London. This question gave rise to considerable

uproar, in the midst of which Sir R. Inghs's reply, if

he made any, was lost.—A debate ensued which was
adjourned to the Monday following, and Mr. B . Osborne
gave notice that on resuming the debate, he should

move, as an amendment, that Baron Rothschild, one of
the members for the City of London, having presented
himself at the bar of the house, and having requested
that an oath should be administered to him on the Old

Testament, the form which he believed to be most
binding on his conscience, that the clerk of the house
be directed to administer to him the oaths of allegiance
and supremacy upon the Old Testament.

PROGRESS OF BUSINESS.

Bouse of Lords.—Jime 27th. Crime and Outrage Act Con-
tinuance Bill read a tliird time.

28th.—Drainage and Improvement of Lands Advances Bill
read a third time and passed.—Australian Colonies Bill reported.—

Metropolitan Interments Bill and Board of Health Bill read
a second time.

July 1st.—Parliamentary Voters (Ireland) Bill considered in
committee

;
Lord Dysart's amendment carried against ministers.

2nd.—Educational Grants, motion for select committee nega-
tived.

4th,—Jletropolitan Interments Bill referred to a select com-
mittee.—Larceny Summary Jurisdiction Bill read a second
time.

5th.—Parliamentary Voters (Ireland) Bill in Committee;
amendment carried against ministers.—Australian Colonies Bill

read a third time and passed.
8th.—General Board of Health Bill passed through Committee.

—Court of Chancery (Ireland) Bill, Factories Bill, County Courts
Extension Bill, and Benefices in Plurality Bill, read a third
time.

9th.—Parliamentary Voters (Ireland) Bill reported.
—Electors

(Ireland) Bill and Inspection of Coal Mines Bill, read a second
time.—Metropolitan Interments Bill considered in Committee.—
General Board of Health Bill read a third time and passed.

11th.— Benefices in Plurality Bill read a third time.—Inspec-
tion of Coal Mines Bill committed pro fonna.—Larceny Sum-
mary Jurisdiction Bill passed through Committee.

12th.—Court of Chancery Bill, Metropolitan Interments Bill,
and Parliamentary Voters (Ireland) Bill, read a third time and
passed.—County Coiu^s Extension I3U1 referred to a Select Com-
mittee.

15tli.—County Rates Extension Bill reported.
—Factories Bill

considered in Committee.
16th.— Landlord and Tenant Bill thrown out on second read-

ing.—Elections (Ireland) Bill reported.
—Municipal Corporations

(Ireland) Bill read a tliird time and passed.
18th.—Elections (Ireland) Bill read a tliird time' and passed.

County Courts Extension Bill considered in Committee.
19th.—Inspection of Coal Mines Bill and Factories Bill read

a third time and passed.
22nd.—Breach of Privilege ; parties committed to Newgate.—

County Courts Extension Bill read a third time and passed.
23rd.—Population Bills and Militia Ballot Suspension Bill

read a third time and passed.
25th.—Marriages Bill withdrawn for this session.
Hiiuse of Commons.—June 2Sth.—Vote of Confidence ;

Mr.
Roebuck's motion carried by 310 to 264.

J nly 2nd.—Landlord and Tenant Bill read a third lime and
passed.
4th.—Business of the Session.—Site of Exhibition; Colonel

Sihthorp's and Sir B. Hall's motions negatived.—Home-made
Spirits in Bond Bill read a second time.

5th.—Repeal of Malt Tax
; Mr. Carley's motion negatived.—

Railways Abandonment Bill read a third time and passed.
8th.—Mercantile Marine Bill (No. 2) and Ecclesiastical Com-

mission Bill considered in Committee.—Populatiun Bill jiassed

through Committee.—Home-made Spirits Bill thrown out on
second reading by 121 to 120.

9th.—Mercantile Marine Bill in Committee.— Mr. Locke
King's motitjn on the Cotmty Franchise negatived.—Mr. Locke's
motion on Sunday Post-office Labour negatived, and amendment
carried.

l'>tli.—Marriage Bill read a third time.
11th.—Convict Prisons Bill read a third time and passed.—

Poor Relief Bill passed through committee.—Mr. Ewart'smotlou
against Ueath-punishment negatived.
12th.—Medical Charities (Ireland) Bill considered in Com-

mittee.—New writs for Tamworth, Southampton, and Devon-
port.

—Monument to Sir R. Peel.
15th.—Mercantile Marine Bill (No. 2) considered in Commit-

tee.—Attorneys Certificate Bill read a second time.—Ecclesiasti-
cal Commission Bill considered in Committee.—Marriages Bill

passed.
16th.—Mercantile Marine Bill considered in Committee.

'

17th.—Copyhold Enfranchisement Bill considered in Com-
mittee.—Smoke Prohibition Bill thrown out on second reading.

18th.—Mercantile Marine Bill further considered in Com-
mittee.—Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Universities ;

adjournment of debate carried by 160 to 138—Attorneys Certifi-
cate Bill ; motion for commitment carried against ministers

;

passed through Committee.
19th.—Mercantile Marine Bill further considered in Com-

mittee.—Provision for fiimily of the late Duke of Cambridge.—
Committee of Supply ; vote for establishments on Coast of Africa
can'ied.

22ud.—Mercantile Marine Bill passed through Committee.—
Jews Oath of Allegiance Bill laid aside this session.—Committee
of supply.

— Ecclesiastical Commission Bill read a third time and
passed.—Attorneys Certificates Bill thrown out on third reading.

23rd.—Medical Charities (Ireland) Bill considered in Com-
mittee. —Irish Poor Law Amendment Bill brought in.

24th.— Poor Relief (Cities and Toims) Bill withdrawn.—Com-
pound Householders Bill, and Simday Trading Prevention Bill,
read a second time.— Copyholds Enfranchisement Bill thrown
out.

25th.—Mercantile Marine Bill, and Medical Cbarities (Ire-
land) Bill considered in Committee.—Committee of supply.—
General Board of Health Bill and Charitable Tnists Bill read a
third time and passed.

A^ illustration of the abuses in the exercise of the

Right of Petition is to be found in a parliamentary
document just issued. The Liverpool Corporation
Water-Works Bill, now pending before the House of

Lords, has been keenly opposed, and a petition, pur-
porting to proceed from 18,000 rate-payers, was pre-
sented against it. In consequence of some suspicious

appearances, this petition was referred to a select com-

mittee, who have reported that a great number of the
names attached to the petition are spurious, and that
the petitioners have no locus standi, and are not entitled

to be heard. The following facts are extracted from
the minutes of evidence :

—Mr. Uriah Phipps, a law-

stationer, swore that from 900 to 1000 of the signatures
were in the handwriting of some copying clerk who had
been employed in his own office. Mr. Arnaud, the

keeper of a spirit vault, described tlie proceedings of
five agents employed to procure signatures. He stated

that these persons did their day's work in his premises.

They filled up the required number of sheets with the

first names that came into their heads ; and then took
the sheets into the yard, and threw a bucket of water
over them, and over their own hats, to make it appear
that they had been out, carrying the papers from place
to place in the rain. Between forty and fifty agents
were employed at 4s. 6c?. a day each, and a dUigent
agent was expected to bring in three sheetsfuls of names
in a day. One of these men was in the habit of going
to the first house in a court, ascertaining the names of

the inhabitants and putting them all down
;
another

avowed that he never troubled himself about getting

rate-payers to sign after the first day :
" When I found

the thing was so slightly slurred over, I thought it

would be useless to take so much trouble." This man,
whose name is M'Arthur, also gave evidence, which
showed that his employers could scarcely have been

ignorant of his mode of proceeding. This appears from
the following extract :

—•" When you have been employed
in getting signatures for other petitions in Liverpool,
have you acted in the same manner as this case ?—Yes

;

it is quite a common custom. To draw upon your
imagination ?^

—Yes. It is a common custom, when you
are employed in Liverpool to get signatures to a petition,
to retire to a public-house, and niixke out an imaginary
list ?—Yes. The i)arties employing us expect a jiliysical

impossibility. If they do not know tliat, common sense

ought to teach them." The Lords' committee conclude

their report by saying that
"
they were imperatively

called upon to "take" measures that might liavo a tendency
to deter, for the future, such shameful practices as would

inevitably (if continued) render the right of petitioning
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(so valuable to the subjects of this empire) a perfect
farce." It will be seen in our parliamentary narrative

that this matter was taken up by the House of Lords on
the 23rd.

A deputation of London weekly newspaper proprietors
waited on the Marquis of Clanricarde, the Postmaster-

General on the 3rd, to induce the government to rescind

the last Post Office Regulations as to Sunday Deliveries.

In reply to their representations the marquis said that

his own opinion and that of the government was, that

the arrangements in question would be inconvenient, j-et

there wei-e objections to the crown opposing the wishes of

the people, as expressed by their representatives ;
that

though it might be said that the vote did not really

represent the feeling of the country, yet it had not been

hastily brought forward, and there had been sufficient

time to oppose it ; that, however, he believed the matter
would be again brought forward on an early day, and if

the House of Commons chose to reverse its decision, he

individually, and he took it for granted, all the other
members of the government, would agree that the ori-

ginal arrangement should at once be reverted to.

The Criminal Tables for the Year 1849 have been laid

before both Houses of Parliament. The prefatory expla-
nation and calculations, by Mr. Redgrave, of the Home
Office, the compiler of the tables, contain much curious
and important matter. Among a number of other state-

ments we find the following :
—Of the persons committed

for trial in the last year there were—Acquitted and dis-

charged, 6786 ; acquitted on the ground of insanity, 18
;

found insane, 11
; convicted, 21,001 ; total committed,

27,816. Of the persons convicted last year 1 in 318 was
sentenced to death

;
and 1 in 8 to transportation. But

the leniency of the administration of the law is forcibly

exhibited, when it is shown that embracing all the serious

offences for which persons were convicted, the sentence
of three-foxirths were for periods of six months and
under

;
of one-half for three months and under

;
and

that the sentences of above one-third were for periods of

two months and under. There has been no execution
since 1841, except for murder

;
of 19 persons con^-icted

last year of this offence, 1.5 were executed, the crimes of
several being marked by circumstances of peculiar

atrocity. Five ofthese persons were females
;
one for the

murder and robbery of her mistress, one for the murder
of her husband by poison, who was also charged with
and confessed the murder of her two adult sons, and the

attempted murder of a third
;
one for the murder of her

infant by poison, suspected to have been the eighth or
ninth similar offence

;
another for the murder of her

husband by poison ;
and the fifth was (with her husband,

who was also executed) convicted of a deeply-laid plan
of murder and robbery. Of the males, one was con-
victed of murder who was also charged with a second

murder, and the attempted murder of two other persons,
in furtherance of extensive forgeries and fraud ;

one was
convicted of the murder of four persons, and robbery ;

one of the murder of liis mother ; one of the murder of
his child

;
one of the murder of a young girl, supposed

from motives of revenge ;
another of the murder cf a

female, the motive not being made apparent ; and three
of separate cases of murder in connection with burglary
and theft. In the commitments last year for murder,
the number of females equalled the number of males

;

and it appears that the recent increase in the commit-
ments for murder is attributable solely to female crime.
A great Tenant-ririht Meetinf/ of the county of Louth

took place at Dundalk on the '29th of June. The pro-
ceedings were unanimous, and the important object of

cementing the union of the Korth and South, for pro-
moting the interests of the tenant farmers, was materially
forwarded.
There was a meeting at Reading on the 6th, got up

by Mr. Ferrand, to gain recruits for his " Wool League,"
a combination to put down the cotton manufacture by
abstaining from the use of that article. About 300

persons were present. The meeting was addressed by
Mr. Ferrand in his usual strain, and also by the Marquis
of Downshire, the character of whose speech may he
gathered from the following specimen ;

—" I did not
come here this day to do things by halves

; no, I came
here to speak out, and to call things by their proper
names. And I now declare that I wish this agitation

to be considered as a war u V oittrance on the part of the
farmers against the Manchester cotton manufacturers.
Xow mark my words—I will stand by them—and if

there be a penalty attached to them, on my head let it

fall. I recommend you and all Englishmen to abstain
from dealing in a single ounce of their blood-stained
cotton goods." These sentiments, and the noble mar-
quis's recommendation that his hearers should "

give
their custom only to those whom they knew to be their

friends, and who, they were sure would vote the right
way," were received with vociferous cheers.
The question of Smithfield Market is under discussion

in the Court of Common Council. The Secretary of
State having transmitted to that body the report of the

royal commission, which recommended the discontinu-
ance of that market and the estabUshment of a new
cattle market in a place without the City ;

and having
desire to know whether the corporation were willing to
construct the new market and undertake its supervision ;

this communication was referred to the market improve-
ment committee. At a special court on the 11th, the

report of this committee was brought up. It objects, at

great length, to the recommendation of Her Majesty's
commissioners, and concludes as follows :

—" Under all

these circumstances, therefore, and upon every considera-

tion, as well for the benefit of the public at large, as of
the citizens of London in particular, jour committee
cannot but express their firm and unaltered opinion, that
the suggestion for the removal of Smithfield market is,

without any adequate reason, founded upon public con-
siderations for the present, or any certainty as to its

effect for the future." A debate ensued, which after

adjournment, was terminated on the 23rd, when the

report was agreed to.

Conciliation Hall has been finally closed. On the
15th the weekly rent was only 4/. 10s. ; on which Mr.
John O'Counell moved that the association should

adjourn sine die, as they were in debt, and had lost all

control over the hall. The motion was carried in solemn
silence, and the meeting (a very small one) broke up.
The annual dinner of the Society for the Reform of

Colonial Governme7it took place at Greenwich on the
17th. Lord Monteagle presided ;

and the principal speak-
ers were Sir W. Molesworth, the Bishop of Oxford, Mr.
Hume, Mr. Adderley, and Mr. Lowe, of New South
Wales.
The Royal Agricultural Society held its annual meet-

ing this year at Exeter. The principal day was Thursdaj^
the 18th, when there was a great show of cattle and
other farm stock and machinery, followed by a dinner,
at which the chair was occupied by the Marquis of

Downshire, the President of the Society. Among the
numerous company were the French and American
ambassadors, who both addressed the meeting, expressing
their admiration of the state of agriculture in England.
The National Reform Association held a great meet-

ing on the 17th at Wymondham, in Norfolk. It was
estimated that 6000 persons were present, comprising
many belonging to the agricultural classes. The Sheriff
of Norfolk presided. The principal speakers were Sir
Joshua Walmesley, Mr. G. 'Thompson, Mr. A. Mackay,
and Mr. T. M'Enteer, who formed the metropolitan
dei)utation, and two local members. Sir Thomas Beever,
and Mr. TiUett, of Norwich.
A meeting—described as an aggregate meeting of the

clergy of the Church of England and the lay members
of her communion—was hekl in St. Martin's Hall, Long-
Acre, on the 23rd. Its object was to protest against the
decisions of the several courts of law in the (Jorham
Case ; to address the Archbishop of Canterbury, and to

take other steps to prevent the order of the Court ofArches
to induct Mr. Gorham to the vicarage of Brampford
Speke from being carried into effect. It is estimated
that about 2000 persons were present. The chair was
occupied by Mr. J. G. Hubbard ; and the Bishop of
Bath and Wells, Archdeacon Wilberforcc, Archdeacon

Thorpe, Archdeacon Bartholomew,Archdeacon Manning,
Viscount FcUding, Earl Nelson, Lord John Manners,
and the Rev. Dr. Pusey, were among the persons on the

platfoiTii. The meeting was addi-essed at great length
by the chairman, the Bishop of Bath and Wells, Arch-
deacon Wilberforcc, and others ;

and resolutions in
accordance with the objects of the meeting were unani-
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mously adopted.—Owing to the overflow of St. Martin's

Hall, a supplementary meeting was held in Freemasons'

HaU, over which Viscount Feilding presided. Dr. Pusey
addressed the meeting, and the same resolutions as those

proposed in St. Martin's HaU were adopted.
The late Henry Robertson Hartley, Esq., of South-

ampton, has Left the Bidk of his Fortmie, amounting to

80,000;,, to the corporation of that to'mi, to be applied in

such manner as may promote the study of natural history,

astronomy, antiquities, and classical and oriental litera-

ture, by forming the requisite institutions for those

purposes. It is to be regretted that, from the inaccurate

preparation of the will, a suit in Chancery will be

necessary to give it effect.

The building committee for the Exhibition of 1851,
has accepted the tender of Mr. Paxton to erect in Hyde
Park a building chiefly of iron and glass. It is to be of

wood-work to the height of eighteen feet, and arrange-
ments have been made to provide complete ventilation

and secure a moderate temperature. The building is to

be made in Birmingham and the neighbourhood. Messrs.

Fox, Henderson, and Co., of the London Works, at

Smethwick, have the contract for the iron framework
;

Messrs. Clance, of Spon Lane, will sxipply the enormous

quantity of glass required ;
and the tubes are also en-

trusted to a firm in the district. These three materials

constitute, in fact, the entire building.
A meeting of Electors of the City of London was held

on the 25th, summoned by Baron Rothschild, to consider

what course ought to be adopted by him in consequence
of the Parliamentary Oaths bill being laid aside for this

session. After considerable discussion, in which Baron
Rothschild himself, Mr. J. A. Smith, Mr. P. Taylor,
Lord D. Stuart, Mr. Anstcy, Mr. Wire, and others

took part, it was unanimously resolved "That Baron
Rothschild proceed to-morrow to the House of Commons
to claim his seat."

NARRATIVE OF LAW AND CRIME.

Mr. Wayse, a draper of Oxford Street, was summoned
before the Marlborough police court on the 29th of

June, for Assaulting a Customer. Mrs. Denning
and a female friend, seeing a ticketed mantle in his

shop-window, went in to buy it, reading the price
to be one guinea. The mantle was produced, and a

guinea and a half asked for it; on the lady's demurring,
a ticket was shown, with one guinea in large print,
and a very small i subjoined, which, they believed, had

just been written. High words ensued, and the trades-

man pushed the customer out of the shop. A shopman
deposed that he had put the ticket—one guinea and a

half—on the mantle ;
and the master declared that he

had used no unnecessary violence, but was provoked by
the accusation of cheating. The magistrate commented
on the impropriety of exhibiting tickets so written as to

mislead the public, and fined the draper twenty shillings.
A respectably dressed young man, who refused to

give his name, was charged at Guildhall, on the 3rd,
with uttering seditious language in a public-house.
Several papers were found upon him. One consisted of

hints to those who thought of suicide, urging that they
might as well be hanged—or take the chance of it with
the alternative of a comfortable provision for life—as

drown themselves ; and that they might manage this

by killing a policeman, a duchess, or a countess,
and then pleading insanity. Another paper said

the writer would like to kill five hundred of the

aristocracy, and a third contained a plan of setting fire

to ladies' dresses in Kensington Gardens, at a time
" when the aristocracy are congregated to hear the band

play." Before the alderman the prisoner admitted that

these writings were by him, and said that merely to ex-

plain how an unlawful act might be committed, was no
ofiencc. He was remanded that inquiries might be made.
He was brought up again on the 10th, when l^r. Maule,
the solicitor of the Home Office, was in attendance, who
requested the alderman to deal summarily with the
case by binding the prisoner over to keep the peace.
He seemed much disappointed that he was not to have
a regular trial, and made a nonsensical speech about his

plan for thinning the numbers of the aristocracy. The

alderman cut short his oratory;
—"You are one of three

things, insane, mischievous, or seeking notoriety ;
I

believe you are the two latter." Ho was ordered to
find bail and removed in custody.
The Court of Queen's Bench gave judgment, on

the 6th, in the Case of Barber. This gentleman, it

will be remembered, was tried in 184-1 on several

charges of fraud and forgery, in conjunction with a

person of the name of Fletcher, and sentenced to trans-

portation for life. In 18-18, after enduring great hard-

ships in Norfolk Island, he received a free pardon,
in consequence of enquiries made into his case, and
returned to England. He applied to the Court of

Queen's Bench to be allowed anew to take out his

certificate to practise as an attorney ;
but this being

opposed by the Law Society, a rule ^lisi was granted,
and the matter was fully argued before the court.

In giving judgment, ^Ir. Justice Patteson, after taking
a review of the various transactions in which Barber
had been implicated along with Fletcher, said in con-

clusion, that looking at all the circumstances of all

these cases, and endeavouring to make all reasonable

allowances for the difficulties in which Mr. Barber was

placed in explaining his conduct, the court regretted
to say that it could not l)ut see such proofs of complicity
with Fletcher as rendered it an imperative duty to

decline complying with the application for the renewal
of his certificate to practise as an attorney of this court.

The rule was therefore discharged.
In the Court of Queen's Bench, on the 6th, an action

of Slander v.'as tiied, at the instance of Mr. Bai-ry, the

architect, against Dr. Reid, the ventilator of the new
Houses of Parliament. It appeared that in 1845 there

were meetings between the plaintiff and defendant, at

one of which the defendant admitted that his principle
of ventilation woiild not act in accordance with the

plaintiff's arrangement that the Houses of Parliament
should be fire-proof. A Mr. Meesom, who was present
at the meeting on the part of Mr. Barry, reported, by
the directions of the plaintiff, Mr. Reid's admission to

the Commissioners of Woods and Forests. At a sub-

seqiient meeting, at which Meesom was present. Dr.
Reid refused to proceed, saying, "I'll transact no
business in a meeting in which Mr. Meesom is, because

he and Mr. Barry sent in a forged document to the

Commissioners of Woods and Forests." These were the

slanderous words complained of. The Chief Justice

said that the plaintift" had no case, because the com-
munication was privileged, and suggested that the

matter should be settled, a suggestion which was

adopted.
An Irishman named Fahy attempted to Boh the House

of Mr. Swetcnham, near Congleton, on the afternoon of

Sunday the 7th, while the family wa.s at church, but
was prevented by the intrepidity of Ann Tranter, the

maid servant. The man pretended to be deaf and dumb,
and begged for alms

;
the servant gave him some bread

;

then he attempted to push past her into the house ; on
the girl resisting his entrance, he assailed her with a

stick
;
she took it from him ; then he beat her with his

fists ; the girl grappled with him, and being tall and

stout, managed to throw him on the ground, and kept
him there for some time. When the man succeeded in

overpowering her, and rose, she ran to a bell and pulled
it to give an alarm. Again she baffled Fahy's attempts
to enter the house, pushed him into the stable-yard, and
locked him out. The bell had attracted a gamekeeper's
notice, and he hurried to the house

;
where he found

the courageous girl in a fainting state. The keeper
seized Fahy on the road a short distance from the place,

and had him committed on a charge of assault with

intent to rob. The Congleton magistrates highly com-

mended Ann Tranter for her conduct.

The Court of Exchequer gavejudgment in the Gorhani

Case on the 8th. This is the third decision of precisely

the same question in three different courts of law. The

Bishop of Exeter first applied to the Court of Queen's
Bench for a rule to prohibit the Court ofArches from giving
effect to the decision of the privv' council in favour of

Mr. Gorham. On its being refused, the bishop made a

similar application to the ^Court of Common Pleas, by
whom also it was refused, and he then brought the mat-

ter in the same form before the Court of Exchequer.
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After the question had been argued at great length, for

several days successively, the Court of Exchequer found,
as the two other courts had done, that the appeal from

the Court of Arches was to the Judicial Committee of

the Privy Council, and refused the bishop's application,
with costs.

At the Central Criminal Court on the 9th, two men
named Bayley and Lawler, were convicted of Conspiring
to Cheat Thomas Bland, a butcher, of 58/. The prisoners
are what is called "skittle-sharpers." They got into

conversation with their dupe at a public-house, and
induced him to go to a skittle-ground. Lawler and

Bayley began to play for money ; Bayley seemed quite
drunk and ignorant of the game. He lost every game,
and eventually Bland was tempted to bet against him.

Bayley then began to improve amazingly, and won
from the butcher

;
but the spirit of gambling was roused

within hira. He lost all his money, and when he had
no more, went to a friend and borrowed 4o/., which he
lost also. He then began to find that he had been

cheated, and gave his fellow-gamblers into custody.

They were sentenced to a year's imprisonment.
The Court of Exchequer, after a trial of several days,

decided on the 9th an action on a Policy of Insurcmce
effected with the Albion Company on the life of a

Captain Clayton. The claim for the sum insured was
resisted on the ground that Captain Clayton was of

drunken and intemperate habits, while he had been

represented when the policy was obtained as being of

sober and temperate habits. The case turned entirely

upon the question, what constituted intemperate habits.

An enormous quantity of evidence on this point, of the

most contradictory kind, was taken ; the most opposite
accounts of Captain Clayton's habits being given by
different witnesses. The result was a verdict against the

assurance company for 539/., the amount of the sum in

the policy, \\'ith interest. In charging the jury, the Lord
Chief Baron said that it would have been far better for

the Albion Company to have lost the sum at stake than
to have contested the point in a court of justice. On
this trial the Times made the important remark,
that " the only mode in which absolute security can
be obtained by the public must lie in the general
adoption by assurance offices of the plan of protecting
themselves in eveiy case by due inquiries before the

granting of the policy, and of afterwards assuming the

fuU responsibility for the completeness of such inquiries

by holding themselves precluded from raising any future

question."
At the Westminster Police Court on the 9th, Eliza

Medland, a woman with half a dozen aliases, was charged
with endeavouring to Obtain Money by Fake Pretences,

from Prince Albert. She had written to the Prince as
" M. A. Purkess," setting forth that she had a child

suffering from a disease of the spine, for which sea-bath-

ing was ordered, and soliciting 5/., on the score of

having been wet nurse to the Princess Alice Maude.
The name of the wet nurse was Perltins, not Purkess,
and Col. Phipps, the Prince's Secretary, detected the

applicant as an impostor. She was remanded, there

being other charges against her, and brought up again on
the 13th, when it was proved that she had endeavoured
to extract money from the Marchioness of Londonderry,
by representing herself as Mrs. Macbride, a poor woman
with a husband out of work, a dead child, and no means
to bury it. She tried to get off by promising amend-
ment for the future, but the magistrate sent her to the
House of Correction for three months, remarking, "if

you have formed any resolution of amendment, you can

carry it into effect when you come out."

Henry Page and Emma Clarke, whose case was men-
tioned in last month's Narrative, were tried on the 10th
at the Central Criminal Court, for Bigamy. The evidence,
however, failed to substantiate the charge, and they
were both acquitted.
At Devizes Assizes on the 10th, Abraham Hicks was

tried for Ctitting and Wmmding EUziibeth Henley with
intent to murder or do her grievous bodily harm. The
woman, who is married and has a family, was walking
homewards when she came up with Hicks, a married

man, and offered him a pint of beer to give her a lift in

his cart. He took her in, and began to take improper
liberties with her

;
she resisted, and his brutal passions

being aroused, he abused her frightfully, kicking and
beating her almost to death, and then throwing her out
of the cart. She was found lying insen.sible on the road,
and had suffered injuries from which she can never
recover. The man was convicted, and sentenced to

transportation for life.

Robert Pate, late lieutenant in the 10th hussars, was
tried in the Central Criminal Court on the 11th, for
Striking the Queen on the Face icith a Cane. The
assault (the circumstances of which were adverted to in

our last number) was fuUy proved, and the prisoner
was defended only on the plea of insanity. This was sought
to be established by a vaiiety of evidence. Several of

his brother officers proved that his character became

changed in 18-44, after the loss of three favourite horses,
which were destroyed in consequence of having been
bitten by a mad dog. He had previously been an exem-

plary officer
;
but he then became subject to strange delu-

sions, forsook the mess, neglected his person and his duty,
and at length left the regiment without leave and went
home to his father, by whom he was sent back. He was
allowed to resume duty without punishment in conside-

ration of the wealtness of his mind, but ultimately a
communication was made to his father advising his

retirement from the regiment, and he sold his comniis-

sion. His habits were proved to be eccentric in the

extreme. He rose at seven and bathed in water contain-

ing whiskey and camphor, shouting and singing all the

while ; he never received company, and always had his

blinds down. A cab-driver stated that he attended him
every day, iu all kinds of weather, for eighteen months,
and drove him exactly the same drive, over Putney
Heath and Barnes Common

;
he always alighted at a par-

ticular spot near a pond, and after looking into the pond
for some minutes, returned to the cab. In the cab he
sat flourishing his stick as ifhe were repelling an attack,
and people used to ask the cabman if the gentleman
was right in his mind. He regularly paid a fare of

nine shillings, every shilling turned with the face up and

looking one way ;
for the turnpikes he always had a

sixpence and a large penny-piece, which his servant had

regularly to provide. Mr. James Starten, surgeon, of

Savill Row, had formerly noticed the prisoner in

Kensington Gardens, and cautioned his wife not to

attract his attention, as he was obviously a ' '

poor luna-

tic"—"dangerous." Afterwards he casually became

acquainted with the prisoner, and communicated with
his father on the state of his mind. Mr. Pate, the

prisoner's father, stated many facts proving that he had

always felt that his son must go into an asylum ;
but

under Dr. ConoUy's advice, he had postponed taking

measures, because in London his son had not been so

bad as when hi-st he left Ireland. The O'Gorman
Mahon, M.P., avowed his belief that the prisoner would
be the last man in the world to do a dislKmourable or

disloyal act. Inspector Squire stated, that the police
had long observed the prisoner's eccentric gait and wild

gestures in the street ; he was known to them by the

name of" Cut-and-thrust," from his mode of fiouiishing
his cane as he rashed along. The Reverend Charles

Driscoll saw him on the afternoon of the assault on the

queen ;
he stood near Cambridge House for a short

time, and then started off in a more excited manner than
usual to him, so as to induce Mr. Driscoll to notice him
more attentively. Dr. CouoUy and Dr. Munro gave
their opinions distinctly, that the piisoner was now
insane ; not under any specific delusion, and knowing
right from wrong in conversation, but liable to act under
sudden and uncontrollable impulses, which he might
even know to be wrong. Dr. Munro concluded his

evidence by saying that from all he had heard to-day,
and from his o\n\ personal examination, he was satisfied

that the prisoner was of unsound mind. The learned

doctor was sharply taken up by the judge, Baron
Alderson. " If you can give us," he said,

" the results

of your scientific knowledge on the point, we .shall be

glad to hear you ;
but I wiU not permit any medical

witness to usurp the functions of the judge and the

jury." Dr. Monro apologised, and said he considered

that he had only answered the question put to him.

Baron Alderson, "in summing up, corrected a grievous
delusion in the minds of medical men, that a man is

unpunishable because he is insane. The only insanity
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which exculpates is the special insanity which prompts
to the act alleged. A man with a dehision that another
will kill him, may he acqvxitted, if, under that delusion
he kills in supposed self-defence

;
but a man with a delu-

sion that he has a glass head has no similar excuse for

such an act. Doubtless, abundance of eccentricity had
been proved ;

but was eccentricity to excuse a man for

striking the queen ? The impulse was no excuse if the

prisoner knew right from wrong : if a man knows that
what he does is wrong, and still has an irresistible

impulse to do it, the law will have an irresistible impulse
to punish for the act. There must be proof of a formed
disease of the mind—a disease exi,sting before the act
was committed, and one which makes the person inca-

pable of knowing that the act he is about to do is wrong.
Unless the jury coiild say that the prisoner knew not

right from wrong, they could not acquit him on the

ground of insanity. The jury, after consulting for four

hours, returned a verdict of Guilty, and the judge sen-
tenced the prisoner to transportation for seven years.
He heard the sentence withoxit apparent emotion, and,
bowing to the court, turned round and left the dock
without uttering a word.
The Anniversary of the \1th of July has passed over

in Ireland more quietly than usual. There was, how-
ever, an unfortunate collision on that day in Belfast
between the police and the people. A small party of

police having prevented an Orange procession from

forming, and arrested a lad who was beating a drum,
were followed to their barracks by a crowd who pelted
them all the way with stones. The barracks were then

assaulted, the windows smashed, and the shutters on
the ground-floor nearly forced. The police fired in

self-defence, and several of the rioters were wounded :

one was carried off by his comrades, and another was
conveyed to the hospital, where it was found necessary
to amputate his leg.
Walter Watts, who had been convicted at the Cen-

tral Criminal Court, of Stealing a Cheque belonging to

the Glolie Insurance Company, was brought up on
the r2th to receive judgment, and was sentenced to be

transported for ten years.
On the following night he Committed Suicide in

Newgate. Being in bad health, he had been placed in

the ward infirmary, along with several other prisoners ;

about three in the morning the prisoner who slept next
him observed that he had left his bed, and suspecting t

the truth, went to the water-closet, where he found
that the unfortunate man had hanged himself to the !

bar of the window by a piece of rope and his cravat.
!

The surgeon of the prison was called, but it was found
that he had been dead for .some time.

Daniel Donovan, a smith, was tried on the 12th at

the Central Criminal Court, for Throwing his Wife
out of a Window, with intent to mxirder her. They
were both intoxicated, and having quarrelled, the

husband, after beating the woman savagely, opened
the window and threw her into the yard. From the

injuries she received her life was long in danger. The
charge was proved by the evidence of the woman and
the prisoner's two children, who were present. Judg-
ment of death was recorded, the judge saying that he
would recommend the prisoner's life to be spared, but
no more. He was re-conveyed to gaol and placed in the
cell allotted to prisoners after trial

; about three o'clock
it was discovered that he had llanyed Himself, and was
quite dead.
The Spirit of Litir/ation was strongly exhibited in

two trials on the Oxford circuit. At Abingdon, on the

I'ith, -an action of ejectment was tried, in which the

parties were old men of 75 and 89, and the subject
matter was a piece of land six yards long and four yards
wide. An immense body of evidence—ancient documents,
aged Avitnesses, &c.—was brought forward on both sides,
and a verdict was given for the plaintift'. The expense
of the trial, it was stated, was, at least, a hundred times
the value of the piece of land. The other case was between
two members of the same family, who had gone to law
in consequence of cutting down a few trees on a farm.
The plaintitt' himself had only valued the trees at HI,
and after long and intricate proceedings in the Court of

Chancery, that court had sent the question of damages
to be tried by a jury In summing up the case to the

jury, the judge desired them to assess the damages to

which they thought the plaintiff entitled, if the "court

above should say that the verdict ought to be for him.
The jury said they were not aware that he had suffered

any damage. The damages were at length contingently
a,sscssed at 07ie farthing, and the case returns to the
Court of Chancery to proceed accordingly.
A respectable-looking young man named Garret was

charged at the Hammersmith Police Court on the 13th

by Miss Parkinson, a lady residing at Notting hill, with

being in her House for an unlawful Purpose. While
absent from home she had heard from a friend that a

young man was in the habit of coming to her house
and staying till a late hour at night. On this slie

came home unexpectedly that morning, bringing a

policeman with her, and finding a man in the house
with the servants she at once gave him into custody.
She had not, however, missed anything. The prisoner,
in a strong north-country dialect, told his story. He
was a farmer's son, jiist come from Newcastle to prove
his father's will. He had fallen in w ith Elizabeth, who
was cook to Miss Parkinson, and "made known his

mind to her
;

" but her brother had objected to the

match, until he was satisfied of his respectability, and
he had gone to the house to arrange meetings between
his solicitor and the brother of Elizabeth for that pur-

pose. On this occasion he had gone there to take the

ring and name the day, when Elizabeth ran in out of

breath, and said,
"
Oh, here 's Missus come with a

policeman to take you away," and he said,
" Never

mind la.ss ; I have neither stolon anything nor eaten

anything, so let them take me." He then explained
the matter as well as he could to the lady, but she would

give him into custody. Miss Parkinson said she con-
sidered the cook had most grossly misconducted herself

in admitting persons to her house against her orders,
and she should dismiss her at once. Defendant : Oh,
please ma'am, let me stop here until you see if you have
lost anything, but don't throw suspicion on the character
of Elizabeth till you find you have. The magistrate
said, that Miss Parkinson had been too hasty, though
the servant was wrong in receiving -N-isitors against her
orders. He therefore dismissed the prisoner, who left

the court in the direction of Notting-hill, no doubt to

receive his Elizabeth, should she be turned out of the
house by her mistress.

A coroner's inquest was held on the 13th, on the body
of a poor bonnet-maker, named Susan Ansell,who lived

in the New Kent Road, and who, it appeared from the

evidence. Died of Starvation in consequence of insuffi-

ciency of means to procure food. She had been advised

to apply to Newington Workhoiise for relief, but declared

that " she would rather die in a ditch."

At the Greenwich Police Office, on the 16th, John
Edward Spooner was charged with Attempting to Droicn

Captain Alexander Sherift', the Superintendent of the

East Country Dock. Spooner had been employed as a

labourer at the dock
; Mr. Sherift', for particular reasons

directed that he should be so no longer ; on the day of

his dismissal, Spooner accosted Mr. Sheriff, who refused

to hold any converse \\ ith him ; whereupon the prisoner

pushed Mr. Sherift' into the water of the dock. The fall

to the sxirface was eight feet, the depth of water eighteen ;

any one not a swimmer woxild probably have perished
under such circumstances

;
but Mr. Sheriff, though

seventy-five years old, managed to keep afloat till he
was i-escued. The prisoner was committed for trial.

At the Winchester Assizes, on the Kith, Sophia Winter
was tried for Bigamy. It appeared by the evidence

that the prisoner, who is an interesting looking young
woman, was married in 1H37 to William Winter, a res-

pectable tradesman at Portsca. She lived very happily
with her husband for some years, and had several chil-

dren by him
;
but he received an appointment which

took him abroad. There he remained sonic years, when
she became acquainted with Alfred Dodswell, the son

of a lieutenant in the navy, residing at Portsmouth.

He became much attached to her, and eventually per-
suaded her to marry him, telling her that the first

marriage was not a legal one, a.s she was a minor when
it was cfmtracted, and under that idea she consented to

marry him. This was in 1H4.S. They lived together up
to May last, when William Winter, the first husband
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returned. She was then made to undcr.stand that her

first marriage -was a perfectly legal one, on wliich she

refused to live any longer with Dodssvell, but returned

to her first husband, and Dodswell instituted the present

prosecution. It was contended that she had married
the second husband without anj^ felonious intent, under
the belief that the first marriage was illegal. The judge
said that it was to be regretted that this prosecution had
been brought, but still it was his opinion that the legal
offence of bigamy had been made out. The jury, how-

ever, acquitted the prisoner, and the judge refused to

allow the costs of the prosecution.
At Chelmsford Assizes, on the 18th, John Ager was

tried for the Murder of Charles Piper. Whilst walking
home at night, Piper put his arm round a girl who was

Ager's sweetheart ; when Ager exclaimed against this,

the other young man answered offensively ;
then Ager

stabbed him with a knife. The case was clear
;
and the

prisoner's counsel could only plead for a verdict for the

lesser ofience of manslaughter. The jury acceded to

this view ;
and the prisoner was sentenced to be trans-

ported for life.

A Ch ild ofEight years old, named Willis, was brought
before the sitting magistrate at the ^Mansion House,
on the 19th, charged with having attempted to stab a

boy of his own age with a knife, and with having
wounded another boy so seriously in the eye that he
was lilcely to lose it. It appeared that the prisoner had
been brought up in utter ignorance of moral responsibi-

lity, and that his father, on hearing of his apprehension,
had said that he had a good right to use a knife in his

own defence. The magistrate said he could not commit
a child of such tender years to Newgate, but would

require security for his good behaviour for a year. He
was then locked up in the cage, uttering screams and
curses.

In the Arches Court, on the 20th, in the Gor/tam

Case, the Bishop of Exeter presented his answer of obe-

dience to the monition of the court, tendering a protest

along Avith it. The court received the answer, but

rejected the protest. Mr. Gorham's immediate induction
follows as a matter of course.

At the Lewes Assizes, on the 23rd, Mary Hardwick, a

miserable-looking creature, was indicted for attempting
to Murder her Child. On the Saturday preceding she
was seen standing with a child in her arms near the

custom-house at Brighton, when she suddenly ran down
to the sea, threw the child into the water, and then

jumped in herself. The woman and child were dragged
out in a state of insensibility, but both recovered. A
man was on the spot, who appeared to be the woman's
husband, who, after she was recovered, abused her

violently, and expressed a wish that she had drowned
herself. The poor woman, during the trial, seemed

hardly aware of what she had done. She was con-

victed, but recommended to mercy, and judgment was
deferred.

l^imncrons Evictionsfrom Land still take place in Ire-

land. A Galway paper saj's :
—" Notices have been served

upon the relieving officers by the managers of the Martin

estate, of their intention to evict a vast number of unfor-

tunate creatures now residing on this property. The
number of houses from which the inmates are to be
cast out is 276

;
but on accoxmt of the previous evictions

in the same quarter, several families reside in many
instances under the same roof, so that we conceive it is

a moderate calculation to estimate the number of indi-

viduals about to be subjected to all the toitures of

extermination, at 1,.500."
The Attorney-Genei-al has refused to sanction an appli-

cation for an Injunction against holding the great
Industrial Exhibition of 1851 in Hyde Park ;—" I have
in this matter a duty of a judicial nature to perform.
The object of the information is to call in question the
exercise of the discretion of the Woods and Forests in

the management of a part of the property of the Crown.
The information states that what the Commissioners of
Woods and Forests are about to do is illegal, and injurious
to the public. The information states no facts, which,
in my opinion, establish either of these propositions. But
even if there were a question as to the illegality, the

Attorney-General is bound to judge whether it is for the
interest of the public to litigate the question. Cases may

be conceived, and indeed not unfrequcntly arise, in which
the letter of the law has been violated, and in which the
court has, nevertheless, required the Attorney-Gener al

to consider whether he woxild allow an information to

proceed complaining of such violation, even where the

Attorney-General had already in his discretion allowed
the information to be filed, and where, if the information
had proceeded, the court could have done no other
than enforce the strict right. The discretion of the

Attorney-General is interposed to prevent this mis-

chief; and his exercise of that discretion is purely an
exercise of a judicial function, and as sxich I have
exercised it to the best of my ability. In the present
case the sense of what is for the interest of the

public, with relation to what the Commissioners
of Woods and Forests propose to do, has been

unequivocally expressed by a vote of the House of

Commons. It would, in my opinion, be an improper
measure on the part of the Attorney-General, if, in the

exercise of his discretion, and acting on behalf of the public,
he were to sanction a proceeding directly at variance

with that vote. If any private right were affected by
my decision it would be a different matter

;
but I have

the satisfaction of knowing that no private right of any
individual or individuals can be withdrawn from the

consideration of any court, or in any manner affected by
my refusal to sanction this information."

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT AND
DISASTER.

Intelligence has been received from Madras of the

Loss of an Indiaman, the Sulimary, from Bombay,
bound to England. She was riding at anchor off tlie

coast, and encountered, on the 24th of May, a dreadful

gale of wind, in the height of which she parted from
her anchors, and was driven on shore, when she speedily
became a complete wreck. An attempt was made tc

save the passengers, of whom there were several, by
means of the boats. They were, however, quickly

destroyed by the fury of the sea, and upwards of forty,

including the captain, his wife, and thirty-three seamen,

perished. Another Indiaman, named the Guna, was
driven ashore on the same coast, about the same

time, and became a wreck. The crew of this vessel

were more fortunate
; they all escaped. The loss of

both vessels is said to exceed 50,000Z.
The French republican war-brig L'Aigle Was Lost

between Fort de Fitnce and Trinidad on the 10th of

June. She was suddenly overtaken in a heavy squall,
and almost instantly capsized and went down. Her
officers and crew, si-xty in number, perished excepting

only two.
On Saturday night, the 29th of June, a skiff containing

six gentlemen, proceeding up the river, was run down

by a steamer, near Westminster bridge, and two of

them— Mr. W. Hawtrey and Mr. Nccdham—were
Drowned. One swam ashore, and the others were saved

by a boat that was passing.
On Saturday evening, the 29th of June, Mr. Green,

the aeronaut, ascended with a friend from Vauxhall

Gardens, and the balloon fell info the Thames, near

the Nore. Their lives were saved by the people in a

revenue cutter that was passing, but Mr. Green was
hurt on the head and face. Tlie balloon was secxired

with difficulty, the gas being liberated by volleys of

musketry from the cutter.

A lady named Martin lost her life, on the 4th, by
Walkinrj on the York and Scarborough Railway. A
train was approaching, and the engine-driver gave the

alarm by his whistle. Seeing her danger she attempted
to escape by running back

;
but she was struck down in

a moment, and the whole train, of seventeen carriages,

passed over her body, which was literally torn in pieces.

This should be a lesson against an imprudence often

committed.
A case of Death through the use of Chloroform at

Guy's Hospital, was investigated by a Coroner's Inquest
on the 5th. The patient was Alexander Scott, a police-
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mau, aged tliirty-four, and the operation was the
removal of a part of his hand, which had been bitten

by a man about a year before. The bone and nerves
were diseased, producing great pain in the arm and

side, otherwise the man was strong and healthy. He
desired that chloroform should be administered, though
Mr. Cock, the operator, endeavoured to dissuade him.
The operation did not last above a minute and a half,
but by the time it was finished, it was found that the

patient had expired. Mr. Cock said that he always
objected to the use of chloroform, for it never could bo

given without some degree of danger. In this instance

a very small quantity had been used, not a tenth part
of what had been administered in other cases. He
could not account for the deceased dying, and was
certain there was no disease about him. So strong and

powerful an agent was chloroform, that it could not be
administered without some amount of risk and danger,
and the penalty the public must pay for the alleviation

from pain would be a death occasionally. A similar

death occurred about twelve months since at St.

Thomas's Hospital, and many other deaths might be
recorded. It might be used one or two thousand times
or more, successfully, and was of great assistance to the

operator. The public ought to know the danger
attending its administration.
On the evening of the 8th, Lieutenant Gale ascended

in a Balloon from Shoreham, was carried across the

channel, and landed on the beach near Dieppe He
was at first arrested by a gendarme as a suspicious

person, but, on explanation, he was kindly treated and
his balloon secured for him.
A Friyhtful Tragedy occurred at Wibnot, Annapolis

County, in the United States, on the 9th ult., when a

Mrs. Miller, of Handley, after her husband had gone to

church, walked out with her four yoxmgest children,'and

having tied them to her dress, plunged with them from
a cUfF, and all were di-owned. Her mind has been

slightly deranged, but on that day she appearedunusually
well. She left nine other children.

On the 15th, while the two daughters of Mrs. Stoner,
of Ringrono House, and nieces of Lord Camoys, were

walking among the rocks of the seashore at Salcombo,
they were overtaken by the flowing tide, when one of
them was Drowned. Her sister held on by the rocks
and was saved by the coast guard, whose services are

described as being highlj- commendable.
There have been violent Thunder Storms in various

parts of the country. At Bristol, on the 15th, many
buildings in the town and ships in the harbour were
struck by lightning, and several persons were injured,
but there was no loss of life. On the following day
Manchester and its neighbourhood were visited by a

storm. At Bury, a boy was riding on a horse with a

nximber of milk-cans
;
the lightning struck them, and

both boy and horse were killed. Two men were

ascending the shaft of a mine, when the lightning
damaged the rope ;

it broke, and the miners were

precipitated to the bottom, very seriously hurt.
A Dreadful Accident happened on Sunday the 21st on

the South Western Railway. An immense number of

persons left the Waterloo station in the morning, in the
excursion trains to Southampton. One of the trains left

a quarter of an hour before another, and was overtaken

^ by the latter some distance down the line. As there

appeared scarcely suflicicnt power in the engine of the
first train to keep it ahead of the second, the latter as-

sisted in propelling the former along. When near

Basingstoke the first train shot ahead a little of the

second, but was again overtaken by the latter, and al-

though the concussion of their coming in contact was

very slight, it was sufficient to throw a man out who was

improperly sitting on the outer rail of an open third

class carriage, without any roof, which was the fourth
from the last carriage of the first train. The man fell

across the rail, and the whole of the four last carriages
of the first train went over his head and arm. His head
was cut to pieces, and his brains scattered over the line.

He was of course killed by the first wheel which went
over him. He moaned after he fell out of the carriage.
He was respectably dressed, and it was stated that he
resided ^somewhere in the neighbourhood of Ludgate-
nill. It is said that no blame was attributable to the

driver'of the engine of the second train, because the con"
cussion of coming in contact with the first train would
not have done any damage, if the unfortunate mau who
met with the fatal accident had not been sitting where
he had no business to sit.

On the morning of the 21st, the butler of H. Cooper,
Esq., of Manor-house, Brixton, who had been out shoot-

ing the birds which destroyed the wall-fruit, left his

loaded fowling-piece on the hall table whilst answering
his master's bell. Mr. Henry Cooper, aged 16, entered
the hall, and taking up the weapon presented it at his

sister who was along with him. 5lrs. Evans, the house-

keeper, who had followed them, was in the act of re-

monstrating with him on the foolishness of his conduct,
when the piece exploded, and both females fell with a
loud shriek. Miss Cooper received the chief contents of
the charge (No. 6 shot) in her neck and face, and,
should she recover, will be disfigured for life. The
housekeeper is so dangerousously injured, that no hopes
are entertained of her recovery. The occurrence was

purely accidental.

A calamitous Steamboat Exj)losion took place at

Bristol on the 22nd. The Red Rover steamer left the
Hotwells about eight in the evening, and was about
to proceed to Bristol, full of passengers, when she

suddenly blew up with a noise which shook the neigh-
bourhood, and was heard at the distance of miles. The
engines and machinery were torn to pieces ; her funnel,
the plates of her boiler, and the other portions of her

machinery being hurled into the air. The bodies of

some of the passengers were thrown by the shock

high above the houses
;

others were cast into

the water
;
and almost every passenger was more or

less injured. The vessel almost immediately sank,

going down by the head, her stem fortunately
remaining long enough above the water to enable some
of the passengers to be taken out of the after-cabin

windows. Such was the force of the explosion, that
some of the jjlates of the boiler of the steamer were
thrown with considerable violence on to the roofs of the
houses in Avon Crescent and Rawlings's Yard, more
than one hundred yards from the spot where the ex-

plosion took place; and one piece, upwards of oue and a
half hundred weight, was thrown into Messrs. Hennett's

timber-yard, at fully as great a distance. A Httle girl,
named Jeff'eries, was hurled by the explosion with such
violence as to be thrown completely across the lock to

the road on the opposite side, where her brains were
dashed out against the wall. The most prompt assistance

was given, and a number of persons, alive and dead,
were picked up. Six dead bodies were found, and many,
carried to the hospital, were so dreadfully injured, that

their recovery could hardly be expected. On the follow-

ing day an inquiry into the cause of the accident com-
menced before the coroner.
A Frightful Accident occurred on the 23rd in one of

the coal-pits belonging to Mr. Sneden, situated at Com-
monade, in the immediate neighbourhood of Airdrie.

The miners, to the number of twenty, descended to their

work as xisual about six o'clock, when, it is said, the

foreman accompanied them, and went forward to ascer-

tain the state of the air in the pit. All of a sudden a
terrific explosion occurred, which instantly killed \\\nc-

tcon out of the twenty, and shattered and destroyed all

the implements and machinery in the pit. Only one
man escaped. He was standing near the bottom of the

pit when he heard the explosion, and suddenly thi-ew

himself down to allow the fiery storm to pass over. On
rising he found the buckets \\ hich communicated with
the surface shattered ; but finding a piece of wood, he
inserted it into one of the links of the chain, and giving
the signal, was pulled up to the pit-head. The accounts

of the cause of the accident given by this man are

exceedingly imperfect, and it is not Ukely that the actual

circumstance connected with this calamitous event will

ever be known. The Men had not Da ry Lamps. Fif-

teen of the bodies were recovered up to the last ac-

count, leaving still four in the pit. They are almost all

dreadfully charred and tUsfigured from the ett'ects of the

exi)losion, which is one of the most severe that has

occurred in the west of Scotland for many years. The
deceased are mostly young men, but a few of them have

left widows and children.
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SOCIAL, SANITARY, AND MUNICIPAL
PROGRESS.

A MEETING of the subscribers to the Establishment for

Gentlewomen diirmg Illness took place on the 10th,

for the purpose of receivina; a report of the progress ol

the institution. The Earl of Carlisle presided From

the report made by the managers and read to the

meeting, it appeared that the Uberal assistance aftorded

to the undertaking had been such as to induce the

committee to take premises upon a small scale tor a

period of three and a half years, at No. 8, Chandos .Street,

Cavendish Square. The total amount of subscriptions

already received exceeded 2000^., the balance in the

hands of the bankers amounting to 403/. The number

of patients admitted since the opening of the institution

had been thirteen, of whom six were at present inniates

of the establishment. The services of a most efficient

medical staff had been obtained. The success of the

institution had been fully equal to the most sanguine

expectations of its founders, and the committee stated

that their further inquiries had confirmed them in the

belief that the institution winild be the means of

aflbrding relief hitherto unattainable in many most dis-

tressing'cases, the helplessness and increasing number

of which was attiibutable not to the fault or impro-

vidence, but rather to the circumstances and sex of the

sufTerers.

The half-yearly general meeting of the Governors

and Directors of the Royal Humane Societi/ was

held on the 10th. It was reported that the number of

persons rescued from the ice, in the three parks, during

the last skating season, amounted to 79. The number

of bathers in the Serpentine during the present year has

been estimated at 178,000. Five persons have been

rescued from drowning during the same period, two ol

whom were taken to the receiving house of the society.

Four attempted suicides have been prevented, and five

rescued. Various new regulations have been made for

the dh-ection of bathers^ and all unsafe parts have

been forbidden, by which there can be no doubt

many accidents have been prevented. Among the

cases in which the Society's silver medal was awarded,

that of Miss Harriet Atkinson, for the rescue of Eliza-

beth Hudson, who had fallen into a deep moat at

Starston, in Norfolk, excited peculiar interest. This

young lady on witnessing the accident, hastened to the

spot, accompanied by a female friend and a man. The

latter, however, was .too terrified to render any assist-

ance, when she immediately dashed into the water,

swam to the sinking girl, and brought her safely to

shore. It appears that Miss Atkmson, who was m a

delicate state of health, had been residing a short time

atYarmouth, where she had learned to swim. An ingeni-

ous invention of Lieutenant Halkett, R.N., was brought
before the meeting. It is a boat-cloak which may be worn,

like a common cloak, on the shoulders. It can be in-

flated by means of a bellows in three minutes and a

half, w^hen it forms a kind of boat, capable of supporting

six or eight persons, which it is almost impossible to

overturn. The meeting determined that an experi-

mental trial should be made of its efficacy.

A meeting of the governors of the Seamen's Hospital

was held on the 12th, Mr. J. Wild, the vice-president,

in the chair. The following extract from the report

read to the meeting will show the magnitude and im-

portance of this Institution. The total number of

patients relieved since the first establishment of the

hospital in 1818 was 62,100 ;
of whom there were 36,014

Englishmen, 7474 Scotchmen, 6537 Irishmen, 226 French-

men, 820 Germans, 762 Russians, 1191 Prussians, 195

Dutchmen, 834 Danes, 1934 Swedes and Norwegians,
554 Italians, 469 Portuguese, 268 Spaniards, 1024 East

Indians, 1055 West Indians, 804 British Americans,

1123 United States, 126 South Americans, 368 Africans,

16 Turks, 49 Greeks, 29 New Zealanders, 29 New South

Wales, 179 South Sea Islanders, 37 Chinese, and 128

born at sea. Of these 303S were in Her Majesty's

service, 1797 in the Hon. East India Company's service,

and 56,415 were from merchant vessels of different

nations. The ordinary expenditure for the last three

months amounted to 1.588^. 128. 5rf.

PERSONAL NARRATIVE.
The Royal Family left town for Osborne on the 18th

accompanied by thou- visitor Prince Leopold of Saxe

Coburg and Gotha.

Sir Thomas Wilde has been appointed Lord Chancellor,

and raised to the peerage by the title of Baron Trui-o, of

Bowes, in the county of Middlesex.

Sir John Jervis has been appointed Chief Justice of

the Common Pleas; Sir John Romilly, Attorney-General;
and Mr. Cockburn, Solicitor-General.

Mr. Cockburn, the new .solicitor-general, was re-elected

on the 17th for the borough of Southampton. On the

same day Sir J. Romilly, the attorney-general, was re-

elected for Devonport.
On the 19th, Sir Robert Peel, Bart., was retxirned for

the borough of Tamworth, vacant by the death of his

late father. •

The members of the Reform Club, on the 20th, gave

a splendid Banquet to Lord Palnierston, to express then-

confidence in his policy, and to commemorate his late

triumph in the House of Commons. The number of

guests was limited to two hundred, as many as the

grand dining-room could hold. Mr. Bernal Osborne was

in the chair. Speeches were made by Athniral Sir C.

Napier, Gen. Sir do Lacy Evans, Lord Palnierston, Lord

James Stuart, the Attorney-General, the Solicitor-

General, and other distinguished persons present.

The East India Company has granted an allowance,

during life, of 100/. per annum, to the gallant Major
Herbert Edwardes, in consideration of his eminent ser-

vices and the loss of his right hand.

The ceremony of the First Communion of the Count

of Paris took place on the 20th at the French Catholic

Chapel, in King Street, Portman Square. Dr. Wise-

man, the Roman Catholic Bishop of London, officiated

in person, assisted by the Abbe Mailly and the Abbe

Guelle, and himself administered the communion to the

young Prince. The Ex-King, the Queen Marie AmeUe,
the Duchess of Orleans, and all the mcmber.s ;of the

Royal family, wore present, as well as a considerable

number of devoted friends and adherents, many of

%vhom had come from France especially to testify on

this occasion their sympathy and respect for the illus-

trious exiles. Many English ladies were also present

at the ceremony, among whom were the Duchess of

Leinster, Lady Granville, Lady Shelburne, Lady Jersey,

Lady Clementina VilUers, Hon. Miss Foley, Lady
Harriette d'Orsay, Lady Tankerville, &c. On leaving

the chapel the ex-King and Queen and the Duchess of

Orleans were received with every demonstration of

respect by a numerous assembhige, both French and

English, who had not been able to obtain admittance

within the church. At 2 o'clock a mass was again cele-

brated in the presence of an equally distinguished and

numerous assemblage.

A deplorable accident 1ms caused the death of Sin Robert

Peel. He was riding up Constitution Hill about live o'clock on

Saturday evening the 29tli of J uue, when his horse shied at some

passing object, and threw him over its head. He fell on his

face, and mechanically kept hold of the rein, which brought down

the animal upon himj its knees striking him between the shoul-

ders. He was immediately lifted up ;
and being recognised by

several gentlemen who were passing, was conveyed home in the

carriage of Mrs. Lucas, of Bryanstone Square, which had come

up at the time, attended bv Sir James C:iarke, the Queen's phy-

sician, who had observed the accident. Several eminent medical

men were assembled, who ascertained that Sir Kobert had suf-

fered a fracture of the collar-bone and a severe injury of the

shoulder. This was announced to the anxious public in a bul-

letin, which expressed a hope that he had received no internal

injury. It was at first believed that be was going on favourably,

aiid the bulletin of Monday morning stated that he had enjoyed

refreshing sleep ;
but in the "course of tliat day the symptoms

became more and more alamiing. In the evening he became

delirious, and continued in that state during the greater part of

the night. In his wanderings his thoughts were with his

friends, and the names of Hardlnge tvnd Graham were frequently

upon his lips. On Tuesday morning he again had a sound sleep,

from which he woke with his mind quite composed. Towards

evening it was evident that he was sinking fast, and that reco-

very was hopeless. Tlie last offices of the Cluwcb were adminis-

tered to him Ijy Dr. Tomlinson, Bishop of Gibraltar, and about
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eleven o'clock that night (the 2nd of July) he expired, blessing
with his latest breath the afflicted family, and friends who sur-

rounded his death-bed. After liis death it was found tliat the
fifth rib on the loft side was broken

;
a discovery wliich could

not be made sooner, as he was unable to bear the torture of a
minute examination. This was probably the mortal injui-y ;

though, the family being disinclined to a post-mortem investiga-
tion, the precise cause of death was not ascertained.

The deatli of no public man has ever excited more general and

unniingled sorrow, not only in the metropolis, but in eveiy part
of the country. During his illiu'ss the public anxiety was
unbounded. The Queen, Prince Albert, and the most distin-

guished individuals of every political party, were unceasing in

their inquiries ;
and the neighbourhood of his house was thronged

by multitudes, eager to catch every gleam of hope. When the

fatal result was known, tlie general feeling was strongly mani-
fested. During the following day, in the neighbom'hood of

Whitehall, every window was closed; and in the City the same
mark of respect was sho\ra by a gi'eat number of mercantile

establishments, and a great part of tlie shipping in the river

hoisted flags half-mast high. We have recorded elsewhere the

tributes paid to his memory by both houses of parliament; and

many others, equally heartfelt, have been paid by coi^porate and

public bodies in all parts of the kingdom. Such testimonies
have not been confined to this coinitry. At the opening of the

sitting of the French Assembly on the 5th, it was agreed, on the

proposition of M. Dupin, the president, to record on their minutes
a token of regret and esteem for a statesman "

who, during the

whole course of his long and glorious career, has never ex-

pressed any sentiments towards France but those of kind feeling
and justice, and whose language has always been that of coiu'-

tesy towards the government."
On the 9th, Sir E. Peel's remains were deposited, according to

his o^vii desire, in the family vault of the parish church of

Drayton Bassett. His obsequies were plain and simple, befitting
the condition of a large landed proprietor, but nothing more.
He was followed to the tomb by a few chosen friends, and the

great mass of mourners consisted of the inhabitants of Tamworth
and the rural districts roimd. The present Sir Robert Peel

(who had arrived from Geneva the day before) was chief

mourner, accompanied by Capt. J. Peel, Mr. F. Peel, Mr. A.

Peel, Capt. W. Peel, R.N., the Dean of Worcester, Lord Villiers,
Mr. Lawrence Peel, Colonel Peel, the Dean of York, the Right
Hon. G. R. Dawson, Captain Peel, son of the Right Hon. W. Y.

Peel, Sir J. Floyd, Mr. R. Peel, son of the Dean of Worcester;
Captain E. Peel, son of Edmund Peel ; Captain Charles Lenox

Peel, Archibald Peel, son of Colonel Peel ;
the Lord Harley,

Robert Peel Dawson, General Yates, Sir Hume Campbell, the

corporation of Tamworth two and two, and the two Messrs.
Rhoades. The pall-bearers were—Sir James Graham, Lord

Aberdeen, Lord Hardinge, Sii" Francis Lawley, Mr. Goulburn,
Jlr. B. Deriison, Sir Cieorge Clerk, and Mr. Bonham. Arrived
at the church, the Bishop of Gibraltar read the fimeral sei-vice,
and when it was concluded, the sons of the deceased advanced
to the mouth of the vault, and each in his turn took a last fare-

well. At Tamworth, during the whole day of the funeral,
business was completely suspended, the shop doors and windows
closed, and the whole inhabitants in mourning. At Birmingham,
Manchester, Liverpool, Derby, Wolverhampton, Bristol, and

many other large towns, similar marks of respect were paid to

the memory of the departed.
Several monuments are to be raised to the illustrious states-

man. The House of Commons have addressed the Queen,
praying her sanction to a monument in Westminster Abbey,
A great meeting took place at the Mansion }Iouse on the 15th,
when the preliminai'y measures were taken for the erection of a

monument in the city. And a subscription has been set on
foot for a testimonial to bo called " The Working-Man's Monu-
ment," at first limited to a penny, but now unlimited in amount,
from a penny upwards. Mr. Cobdeu, in a letter to the uews-

papere, has suggested that this monument shall bear, as an
inscription, the woixls with which Sir R. Peel closed his last

speech .as minister: "It may ))e that I shall leave a name
sometimes remembered with expressions of goodwill in the
abode of those whose lot it is to labour and to eaiTi their daily
bread by the sweat of their brow, when they shall recruit their
exhausted strength with abundant and untaxed food, the sweeter
because it is no longer leavened by a sense nf injustice."
His Royal Highness tlie Dlkk of CASiamniiK died on the 8th

He had had an attack of cramp in the stomach on the 18th of

June, but it had passed away aud no further danger was appre-
hended. He became rapidly debilitated, liowever, during some
days before his death, and expired .somewhat suddenly and with-
out suffering. He was in his 77th year, having been bom on
the 24th of February, 1774. He entered the anny at an early
age, and in 1794 attained the rank of Colonel. In 1803 he was
made a General

;
in 1805 Colonel of the Coldstream Guards ; and,

in 1813, a Field Marshal. In 1801 he obtained his Ducal rank.
In 1816, after the French had been expelled from Hanover, he
was appointed viceroy of that State till 1S37 when, by the death
of William the Fourth, the succession opened to the Duke of
Cumberland —He married, in 1818. the Princess Augusta
Wilhelraina Louisa of Hesse Cassel, by whom he has left three

children, Prince Cjeorge of Cambridge, the grand Duchess of

Mecklenburgh Strelitz, and the Princess Jlaiy of Cambiidge.—
The late Duke eujoyed the unqualified esteem and good-will of
the nation from the kindliness of his disposition, his active

benevolence, and blameless purity in every relation of life.

On Tuesday the 16th His Royal Highness's remains were
deposited in the parish church of Kew, with as little pomp and

parade as could possibly attend the funei-al of a royal personage.
Captain Owen St.vxi.ev, R.N., son of the late Bishop of

Norwich, died on the 13th March off Sydney in New South Wales.
He was a distinguished officer, and was employed in surveying
the dangerous seas between Australia and the Indian Isles.

George Ckanstoun Lord Corehouse, formerly one of the

Judges of the Court of Session in Scotland, died at Corehouse
on the 26th of June. He was called to the bar in 1793, and
raised to the bench in 1826. In consequence of a shock of

paralysis he resigned his office in 1839.

Mr. Robert Dillon Browne, Member of Parli.ament for the

county of Mayo, died on tlie 1st inst. in the 39th year of his age.
The Earl of Donoughmore died at P.almerston-house near

Dublin on the 3rd. He distinguished himself by the part he

took, along with Sir Robert Wilson, in the liberation of General
Lavalette from the prison of the Conciergerie. He is succeeded
in his title and estates by his eldest son. Lord Viscount Suirdale.

Lord Petre died at his house in Mansfield Street on the 3rd,
in his 57th year. He is succeeded in his title and estates by the
Hon. W. Petiv.
The Rev. W. Kirby, the Entomologist, died at Barham, in

Suffolk, on the 4th, in his 91st year.
Alexander Munro, Esq., died at Edinburgh on the 5th at

the age of 90. He was brother of Sir Thomas JIunro, late

governor of Madras, and was Commissary-Cieneral of the

Indian anny during the administration of the jNIarquis Wellesley.
The Right Hon. Lord Dunboyne died at the Chateau Elchin-

gen, Pas de Calais, on the 6th, in his 70th year.
General Boyer, ex-president of tlie Republic at Hayti, died at

Paris on the 9th.

Sir. Robert Stephenson, the celebrated Engineer, died at

Edinburgh on the 12tb, at an advanced age.
Mrs. Glover, the celebrated actress, died on Tuesday the 16th,

in her 69th year. She had taken her farewell benefit on the pre-

ceding Friday, and had played her favourite part of Mrs.

Malaprop. Probably the excitement of this trying scene on her

aged and enfeebled frame had the effect of hastening her death.

Her maiden name was lietterton, and she was a descendant of

the great actor of that name who flourished in the early pait of

the last century.

COLONIES AND DEPENDENCIES

npHERE is little to remark of the Colonial news of the mouth, but tkit the West Indians ai-e making their
-*-

tisiial complaints, and (wc rejoice to add) more tliau then- usud exertions. It is pretty plain that they
see, tliough they have not tlic courage or candour as yet to confess, that their panacea must ultimately he

found in the steady application of skill aud science to better aud more amiile cultivation. It is rather

curious (and a striking corroboration of this view) that the governor of St. Lucia shoidd now express his

strong conviction of the necessity for some such measure applied to the West Indies generally as that of

the Irish Encumbered Estates Act.

The New Zealand Company has committed suicide. This act docs not appear to create much concern, aud

may probably be taken for a not unhealthy iuchcatiou that it is better to keep qiutc separate the duty of

governing a colony aud the hope of making a mercantile profit out of it. It is, at least, obvious that the

Colonial Office has now a clearer field for its exertions, than when tliis Company ran the race of government

along with it ;
aud all who are interested in colonial affairs will have a right to demand that this greater

power be warUy and discreetly exerted in Downuig Street. There is now a better opportunity for a

colonial minister who thoroughly imderstands his duties, than has existed at any previous period of the

English history.



164 THE HOUSEHOLD NAEEATIVE. [July.

The Overland Mail has brought dates from Bombay
to the 2nd of June, Calcutta to the 1st of June, Madras

to the 10th of June, and Hong-Kong to the 23rd of May.
There is no political news from India or China of any
importance. The GoTernor-Gcueral of India had arrived

at Simla on the 2nd of May, and his health was so much

improved by removal to a cooler climate, that it was no

longer believed that he would leave India before the ex-

piration of his term of service.

A tremendous accident happened at Benares on the

1st of May. A fleet of thirty boats, containing ordnance

stores, was destroyed by the explosion of 3000 barrels of

gunpowder twith which they were freighted. Four
hundred and twenty persons were killed on the spot,

about 800 more were wounded, and a number of houses

were levelled with the ground. The cause of the

disaster remained unexplained, as not a human being
was left alive who could tell the tale.

The famous oriental diamond the Koh-i-noor, or

Mountain of Light, was presented to the queen at the

levee on the 3rd, by the chairman and deputy-chairman
of the East India Company ;

it had arrived from India

a few days before under the custody of Colonel Macke-

son, political agent, and Captain Ramsay, military

secretary of the governor-general. This unrivalled

jewel was tUscovered in the mines of Golconda, just
three hundred years ago, and first belonged to the

Mogul emperor Shah Jemaum, the father of the great

Aurungzebe. Its subsequent transmissions have attended

the revolutions of empires. When the Mogul empire
was destroyed in 1739, by Nadir Shah, it was the most

precious of the spoils carried oifby the Persian conqueror.
It afterwards became a trophy of the Affghan conquests ;

and from the sovereign of Cabul it passed in a similar

way into the hands of the famous Runjeet Singh, the
" Lion of Lahore." Its last transference was into the

hands of England, in consequence of the issue of the

Sikh war
;
and it is now the richest ornament of the British

crown. It is of the shape and size of the pointed half

of a hen's egg, and its value, calculated in the way
employed in estimating diamonds, is stated to be two
millions sterling.
The advices from Hong-Kong state that the City of

Canton and the neighbouring towns are aliected with

a malignant fever, which has proved very fatal to the

natives. It had not, however, made its appearance in

the European foctories.

In Cambodia and Cochin-China the cholera was

raging fearfully, and at the date of the latest accounts,
March last, it was feared that the same calamity would

again visit the neighbouring country of Siam
; where,

during last year, it had carried off nearly one-fourth of

the population. Commercial and agricultural operations
were in a great measure suspended, aud the sufferings of

the inhabitants were augmented by a drought which
was destroying the crops of rice and sugar.
On the 1st of May three pirates were hanged at West

Point, Hong-Kong. Through some mismanagement
they were kept on the seattbld for more than half-an-

hour with the cords round their necks. The bolt could

not be drawn, and after shaking the gallows violently,
the police sent to the naval stores for a hammer, with
which they knocked back the bolt. Two of the criminals

fainted, and were held up \intil the bolt was forced

back
;
the third kept calling

"
fidee, fidee

;

"—be quick,
be quick. The scene was very disgusting.
The Overland mail has brought news from Ceylon to

the 11th of June. The commissioners, sent to Kandy to

inquire into the circumstances connected with Captain
Watson's proclamations, had closed their proceedings,
but the result was not made public.
Accounts from Batavia, of the 2.5th of May, mention

an insurrection in the district of Bantam ; which, though
suppressed for the time, gave much xmeasiness to the

Dutch government. It is attributable to a foreign

regent having been jjlaced in power whom the natives

refuse to acknowledge. The disturbances broke out

during tlio native festivities in the month of April. The

insurgents attacked the town of Anjccr, in the Straits of

Sunda, and succeeded in burning the houses in the out-

skirts
;
but they were at length beaten by the military,

and retired into their fastnesses, lesxying many dead and
wounded.—An earthquake had taken place at Amboyna,

followed by an epidemic which carried oif nearly aU the

European population. The governor and most of the
civilians had died, and the garrison was reduced to

seventeen men.

The West India Mail brings papers from Jamaica to

the 22nd Juno. The only event which engaged public
attention, was the early meeting of the legislature, which
had been called by proclamation to assemble on the

25th of June. The principal business was to remove
some defects from the biU, passed last session, for raising
a loan to liquidate the island debts. The weather was

favourable, and the island healthy. From Barbadoes,

Tobago, St. Vincent, Dominica, aud Grenada, the

weather is described as favourable to agriculture. On
the 31st of May, Tobago was \'isited by a severe squall,
which blew down some labourers' houses, and did con-

siderable damage to the grounds.

The advices from Corfu state that, on the 12th of

June, Sir Henry Ward, the Lord High Commissioner
issued a proclamation proroguing the House of Assembly
to the 12th of December, and at the same time sent a

sjjecial messenger to England with despatches to the

Colonial Office.

The latest accounts from Malta state that the cholera,
which had appeared in the island, was declining. From
the 9th of June to the 10th of July there had been—of

the pojiulation, 122 attacks and 89 deaths; in the fleet,

32 attacks and 18 deaths; in the garrison, 19 attacks

and 19 deaths. Total cases, 173 ;
total deaths, 126.

The Court of Policy of British Guiana, on the 13th of

June, on considering a petition of the inhabitants for a

reform in the existing institutions of the colony, passed
a resolution to the ett'ect, that the legislative institutions

of British Guiana are un.suited to the existing state of

society, and that a house of assembly and an elective

legislative council should be established in their stead.

It was further resolved, that the governor be req\iested
to transmit copies of the foregoing resolution and peti-

tion to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

There are advices from Toroiito to the .5th of July.
The Canadian Assembly had agreed, by a large majority,
to an address to the queen, expressive of their attach-

ment to the crown and government of Great Britain,

aud their determination to maintain the connexion with

the mother country unimpaired. It is stated, however,
that many who voted for this address are in favour of

making the second branch of the legislature elective.

Some local measures of importance were engaging the

attention of the house, particularly a school bill, and a

bill for enabling municipal corporations to purchase

railway stock. A biU has also been introduced to per-
mit the introduction of foreign reprints of British

copj-right books on the payment of a duty of twenty per
cent. "Two calamitous accidents had taken place. On
the 16tli of June the steam-ship Griffith, running be-

tween Buffalo and Toronto, was destroyed by tire, and

o\it of 326 persons on board, only 40 were saved. A lire

at Montreal, on the 15th of June, destroyed the church

of St. Amis, and upwards of 200 houses.

A large portion of the table rock of the Niagara
Falls has fallen away. A carriage was on the rock at

the time, in which there were a man and a boy; they

escaped, but the carriage went down. The effect of the

crash was felt for miles around.

PKOGRES.S OF EMIGRATION AND COLONISATION.

A meeting of influential members of both Houses of

Parliament look place on the 8th, to devise the bust

course of proceeding in order to induce Her Majesty's

government to approximate the Australian colonies bi/

Means of Steam, to Great Britain ;
when it was resolved

that steps should be immediately taken to bring the_
whole subject under the attention of both Houses of

Parliament. As a preliminary course, it was arranged

amongst other measures, that an address to Her Majesty
should be proposed in the House of Commons by Lord
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Naas, M.P., praying for the immediate establishment of

steam communication with the Australian colonics. It

•was also announced that petitions to the legislature on
behalf of the ol)ject were in course of signature.
At the annual meeting of the Neio Zealand Company

on the 4th, it was resolved to resign the charter and
dissolve the company, on the ground that their means
were exhausted, and that the proceedings of the govern-
ment had rendered them unable to carry on the work of

colonisation. It was also resolved to address a letter on

the subject to the colonial secretary. Another meeting
was held on the 16th, with Mr. Aglionby in the chair.

He stated that no answer had been received to the letter

addressed to Earl Grey ;
that the company still existed

as a corporate body, as the proprietors had as yet only

expressed their readiness to resign the charter, and the

surrender had not actually been accepted ; and that no

expenditure would be allowed but such as was necessary
for winding up the affairs of the company; but, he

added, all this would depend on the answer received

from the colonial office.

The sixth party of Female Emigrants, sent out to

Australia by the society lately formed under the

auspices of Mr. Sidney Herbert, embarked, on the 19th,

on board the William Hyde, to proceed to Port Adelaide.

This party is comparatively small, only twenty-one in

number. It is the last that will be sent to Australia this

season ;
it being the wish of the committee to obtain

some intelligence of the success of the first party that

went out in the Culloden some months ago, before they
send more to that quarter of the world.

A parliamentary paper just issued, gives some useful
information respecting the Australian Colonies. The
population of the colonies (omitting New Zealand) in

1839 was 170,676, and in ten vcars (1839 to 1848) it had
reached 333,764, being an inc'rease of 163,088. The im-

ports had decreased in the ten years, having been

3,376,673^. in 1839, and 2,578,442/. in 1848. There wa.s

an increase in the exports in the ten years of 1,008,887/.

They amounted in 1839 to 1,84.5,428/., and in 1848 to

2,864,315/. The shipping inwards was 267,353 tons in

1839, and 353,321 in 1848, being an
^increase

of 85,968,
whilst the shipping outward was 267,133 tons in 1839,
and 341,583 in 1848, showing an increase of 74,450 tons.

Another of Mrs. Chisholm's Family-yroup Meetings
of Emigrants was held on the 16th at the Royal British

institution, City Road. The hall was crowded, and all

the persons of distinction, who co-operate with Mrs.
Chisholm in her benevolent plans, were present. The
meeting was of the same character as those which
preceded it, but on a much larger scale. In the course
of the evening the following information was given as

to the intended proceedings ofthe society. It is proposed
to send out 25,000 emigrants, for which purpose loans
will be required to the amount of 50,000/. The whole
number of 25,000 is to bo spread over four years : in

the first year 8300
;
in the second, 6000

;
in the third

6500
; and in the fourth, 4200. The loans towards the

passage will be repaid at or before the expiration of two

years ; and the groups, consisting of families and single

individuals, will pay a proportionate forfeit if any one
of the group should prove a defaulter.

NARRATIVE OF FOREIGN EVENTS.

THE French kaleidoscope changes again. The variable and very brittle atoms misnamed "
order," in the

Assembly and the Elysde, have been thrown into a quite new combination with the bit of i-usty but

resolute ii'on called Changarnier, and people will still be found to admire and be hopeful, till the wretched

toy takes another shape, and the Elysee or the Tuileries receives another tenant. The attitude of all parties

at present is that of waiting for a coup d'etat, which no party has the courage or even the means to attempt.
Meanwhile the press is gagged ; and from the committee of permanence which as it were holds the power
and authority of the chamber during the term of prorogation, the partisans of the President have been

carefully and scornfully excluded. There does not seem to be a doubt, that, like the horses of Duncan, and

perhaps maddened, like them, by the near prospect of the violent dissolution of their respective masters, all

the various despotic sections which have for the past year done their best to make a militaiy barrack of

France, are now preparing to devour each other. It is too much to hope that a moderate and rational

republican government should finally arise in their place. No one can reasonably anticipate any present
realisation of constitutional government in France.

That worst of all nuisances, a war between two small states, mvolving the inconvenience, and likely at last to

compel the re-interference, of more important neighbours, has arisen from a precipitate ratification of peace
between Denmark and Pi-ussia; the latter somewhat shabbily withdrawing the troops she had sent to the

help of the Schleswegers and Holsteiners, it is said at the dictation of Russia. The gallant and obstinate

little duchies have again in consequence challenged Denmark to the field ; and the result of the sti-uggle,

whichever way it tiu'n, will yet more gravely complicate that most inextricable of all complications, the
" German question." The disgrace of Haynau is a signal example of retribution ; though the Nemesis (as

frequently happens in such cases) falls from a quai'ter least looked to or expected. The civilian tools of

despotism had become weary of the arrogance of their too capable military iustnmiout.

The sudden, and much to be lamented, death of the President of the United States, has lifted an obscm-c man
to the presidency, who will probably (as Mr. Tyler did) fall into the bauds of abler and less sciiipulous men.

Violent party advice had already sadly worried poor General Taylor, and is not hkely to meet with much
sober or statesmanlike resistance in President Fillmore.

The Frfench Assembly, on the 29th of June, received

the report of the committee on the proposed bill for

restricting the Liberty of the Press. The debate on this

measure commenced on the 8th inst., and gave occasion

to a violent scene. M. Rouhcr, the Minister of Justice,
had described the Revolution of February as a "

dis-

astrous catastrophe;" the opposition exclaimed loudly

against the expression as an indignity to the Republic,
and called on the President, M. Dupin, to censure the

speaker. M. Dupin refused, saj'ing that "he would not
be forced by clamour to call a minister to order." M.
Girardin entered the tribune pale with excitement,
declared he would not sit in an assembly where such

language was permitted, and exhorted the opposition to

resign en masse. This appeal being received with

laughter by the Right, he came down and wrote some-

thing which was supposed to be his resignation. In the

evening there was a meeting of above 200 of the oppo-
sition, who agreed to a protest which was handed in by
M. Cremieux at next day's sitting, but the President

refused to receive it. The debate then proceeded on

the first article of the bill, which enacts that proprietors
of journals shall lodge in the treasury a caiitionncment

or security, varying in amount according to the popu-
lation of the town in which the journal appears, and the

frequency of its publication. M. Victor Hugo made a

powerful speech against the bill ;
and several amendments

were made and rejected. On the 10th, M. Tinguy
moved an amendment that all articles in jnmrnals should

be signed by their writers. It was violently opposed, and,
after a stormy debate, was uncxpeotcdly

carried by
313 to 281. Much agitation ensued, and, the sitting
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haYing; been suspended for a short time, an amendment
was brought forward by the committee, confining the
writer's signature to tlie original manuscript ; but, on
the following day this amendment was rejected by
378 to 255 ; and, on the 12th, the provision that articles

should liear the signatm-e of the writers was adopted as

an article of the law. On the 15th, an amendment, by
M. de Riany, that newspapers imhlisliingfeidUctons with
novels or romances should pay a supplementary stamp
of one centime beyond the ordinary stamp duty, was
carried, after violent opposition by 351 to 252. On the

16th, the biU was finally passed by a majority of 390
to 265.

On the 18th, M. Lamartiniere, the editor of the

Pouvoir, was brought before the assembly to answer for

an article in that journal reflecting severely on the pro-
ceedings of that body. The charge against him con-
sisted of two counts, an offence against the assembly and
an attack on the constitution. The result of the ballot

"was, on the first count 273 for condemnation, 154 for

acquittal. On the second count the assembly declared
itself incompetent to judge. The assembly condemned
M. Lamartiniere in the maximum penalty of 5000 francs.

The President made an e.xoursion on the 14th to Com-
piegne, where he was received by the authorities, the

militarj% and the inhabitants, with demonstrations of
unbounded enthusiasm. The artillcrj' fired salutes,

triumphal arches were erected, and fiags fioated from

every housetop. He performed some popular acts,
such as witnessing a wedding in humble life and

giving the young couple a handsome present, visiting
the bedside of an old sergeant of hussars, whose leg had
been broke by a fall from his horse, and spealdug so

kindly that the old man swooned with delight. The
shouts among the crowd were,

" Vive le President!"
"Vive Louis Napoleon !"" Vive PEmpereur !

" The
President returned to Paris the following night, much
gratified, doubtless, with his reception.
A youth of seventeen, named George Walker, a com-

positor in Galignani's priuting-otRce, was arrested on
the 5th, close to the door of the Elysee, for having
declared his intention to Assassinate the President. A
loaded pistol was found on him. He belongs to a

respectalalc family, but his own conduct had been disso-

lute, and he had frequented socialist clubs and read
socialist writings. On his examination it was found that
he was evidently insane, and he was conveyed to the
Biceti-e.

On Sunday the 7th, a person named Poitevin ascended
on Horseback in a Ballooriitora. the Champ de Mars, in

the presence of thousands of eager spectators. He
descended in safety about eight leagues from Paris.
The prorogation of the assembly being about to take

place, it has become necessary to appoint a " committee
of permanence

"
consisting oftwenty-five members, who

have the right of convoking the assembly in case of

urgenc}' during the prorogation. The ballot for this com-
mittee began on the 22nd and was not closed at the time
of the last accounts

;
but it exhibited the effects of the

coalition between the mountain and the ultra-legitimists.

Public attention in Germany is chiefly occupied by
the treaty of peace entered into between Prussia and
Denmark, and the renewal of hostilities between
Denmark and Schleswig Holstein. On the 14th, the

troops of the Duchies, under General Willisen, advanced
into Schleswig, and two days afterwards the Danish
forces also entered Schleswig at various points. An
immediate collision between them was expected.

General Haynau has been Dismissed by the Austrian

government, in consequence of having brought to ti'ial

a number of the Hungarian deputies involved in the
late insurrection, and afterwards pardoning them on
liis own responsibility. The general, who is known to

be a natural son of the reignilig Elector of Hesse's

grandfather, is to take up his residence in Cassel.

Little progress seems making towards the German
Confederation. The congress of plenipotentiaries con-
tinues sitting at Frankfort, but Uttle is known of their

proceedings. It is said that, expecting nothing from
the attempts at coming to an agreement between Austria
and Prussia, they see no reason for delaying longer the

business that has brought them together, viz., forming
the basis of the establishment of a central power.

The Queen of Spain was delivered on the 12th inst.
of a son, who died a few minutes after birth. The
queen has recovered her health.— The Count de
Monteraolin, son of Don Carlos, was married on the
10th, at the royal palace of Caserta, near Naples, to the
Princess Caroline, sister of the king. On the same day
the Spanish ambassador quitted Naples.

Accounts from Lisbon, of the 29th, state that an
American squadron had aiTived in the Tagus to enforce
the claims of the United States against the Portuguese
government. The commander of the squadron had
given twenty-one days for consideration.

The intelligence from New York comes down to the
11th instant. General Zachary Taylor, the President of
the United States, died at Washington on the night of

Monday the Sth. His illness first became kno^vn the

day before his death, when he was said to be suifering
from an attack of diarrhcea. He was in liis 64th year.
He is succeeded by Mr. Fillmore, formerlyVice-president,
who was sworn into office on the 10th. The cabinet, as

a matter of coiu-se, had resigned, and several changes
were spoken of. The late President's funeral was fixed
for the 13th.

The cholera has re-appeared in several of the western
cities. At Cincimiati there have been sixty-three fatal

cases in one day.
A great sensation has been produced by the confession

by Professor Webster of the murder of Dr. Parkman.
It is of great length, and the statements are consistent
and plausible. Dr. Webster declares that Dr. Parkman
went to his room by appointment ; he (Webster) wishing
to explain his inability to pay up immediately the money
he owed, and to throw himself upon hLs creditor's indul-

gence ;
that Parkman would not listen to him, but pro-

voked him beyond endurance by taunting reproaches
and opprobrious epithets, and that, in the heat of passion
thus raised, he dealt Parkman a blow with a piece of
wood lying at hand, which instantly killed him

;
that

the thought of proclaiming the deed and explaining the
circumstances never entered his head, but that his only
impulse was to take means for concealment

;
and that,

accordingly, he dismembered the body and endeavoured
to put it out of the way in the manner which transpired
at the trial. He concludes by solemn asseverations that
he never for a moment premeditated the murder, which
w^as entu'ely the result of uncontrollable passion. Doubts
were entertained whether this confession would have

any effect in saving his life. The governor and council
of the State were engaged in considering the case and
in examining many petitions in his favour.

The City of iUbany had been visited by a thunder-
storm of unexampled violence, wliich had done much
damage. Several bridges had been swept away. Among
others, a bridge on the Utica railway was carried awav
just before a passenger ti-ain reached the spot. Part of
the train was precipitated into the swollen stream, and
several persons perished.
The Governor of Cuba has declared that all the Ame-

rican prisoners belonging to Lopez's expedition shall be
surrendered in due time to the American authorities

;

thus avoiding a rupture between the United States and
Spain.

Congress continued to be occupied with the Slavery
question, but the debates had not yet been attended
with any restilt.

The intelligence from California contains the account
of a fearful conflagration at San Francisco on the 4th of

May, which had destroyed one-fourth of the city. It

was supposed to bo the work of an incendiary, and a

reward of 5000 dollars was offered for his apprehension.—A party of miners at North Fork had been attacked

by a numerous band of savages ;
several of the miners

were killed, but the assaOants were at length beaten
off with great loss.—Extravagant stories are told of the

quantities of gold found at a place called Tuolomo
Placer, near Columbia city. Two large masses of pure
gold, the one above ten, and the other above twenty
pounds' weight, had been dug up there.
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NAREATIYE OF LITEEATURE AND AET.

"yERY few books of any mark or character, with cue exception, have been published during the past
' moutli ; but university reform has made gi-eater progress than the apparently unsatisfactory residt of the
renewed debate would seem to indicate, and in this important question is involved not only the better

training of men to the service of literature, but to that of legislation and public life. The steady persistance
of Government in the proposed Univereity Commission has had its due effect, and the furious oiitcry of

illegality has dropped to a very urgent plea of inexpediency. Thus radit qucestio. The leading advocates
of the universities are now fain to confess that there are "

many most extensive and imjiortant improve-
ments" which they tiiist to see effected by the universities themselves, if the Government will only be quiet.
But the Government is too far pledged to recede ; and, if it would test what is likely to be done by laissez-

faire in the coming half-century, it has but to note what advances the last fifty years have made, by observing
the perfect applicability to the existing state of the imiversities, of what was written of them, at the commence-
ment of the centui-y, by the poet Wordsworth. This curious I'evelation, which the writer's recent death
has caused to be made opportunely, is remai'ked upon below. Nor wiU we hesitate to add that the course

already taken by imiversity authorities on questions of education quite apart from their own institutions,
should in itself be held quite decisive against their claim to have the settlement of this gi'eat reform
entnisted to them. They have contributed to the general educational discussion its bitterest and most
narrow-minded opponents ; and it is to them wo chiefly owe that still disgraceful obstruction of the efforts

of the Privy Council to extend the blessmgs of instiiiction to the people, which rests on no better plea than
their hatred of admitting laymen to any share in the management of schools connected with the Church,
however assisted those schools may be by the public money of the State. Priestly arrogance has rarely
ventured further even in the times and countries most degraded and enslaved by it.

The most prominent and interesting publication of
the month has been that of Wordsworth's autobiogra-
phical poem of T/ie Prelude; or, Grmctk of a Poet's

Mind. It consists of fourteen books, is of larger bulk
than The Excursion, and is written in blank verse, in

the style of that poem. It is addressed to Coleridge ;

and, though its auto-biographical details have till now
withheld it from publication, appears to have been
written at the opening of the century. Wordsworth
had then retired to his native mountains with the hope
of being enabled to construct a literary work that might
live

; and, desiring to ascertain how far nature and
education had qualified him for such employment, he
undertook to record, in verse, the origin and progress of
his own powers, as far as he was acquainted with them.
The Prelude was the result, as he has himself long ago
explained in his preface to The Excursioii ; and adopt-
ing his own illustration, it will be found to bear

something of the same relation to the more complete
developments of its author's mind and genius as the

ante-chapel of a Gothic church has to the body of the
edifice. The portions of it which will probably strike

most readers, and will certainly be read with peculiar
interest just now, are those descriptive of his residence
at Cambridge, and its unfavourable effect upon him.
He condemns the trivial inflviences to which youths not

naturally given to hard work are exposed ;
he speaks

unfavourably of the kind of struggles elicited by the

competition of hard-working students ;
he denounces

compulsory chapel-attendance as of most evil ten-

dency; and, in many passages of eloquent beauty,
doing delightful homage to the great names and time-
honoured :issociations connected with both universities,
he sighs for the adoption of improvements which might
see them once more the kindly and hospitable retreats

of destitute scholars, and the truly quiet, meditative
nurseries of knowledge and religion.
Another note-worthy poem of the month, also a

posthumous publication though written some years ago,
is a dramatic piece attributed to Mr. Beddocs, and
partaking largely of his well-known eccentricity and
genius, called Death's Jest-Book or the Fool's Traqedi/.
A republication of Mr. Cottle's twenty four books of

Alfred, though the old pleasant butt and "jost-book"
of his ancient friend Charles Lamb, hardly deserves
even so many words of mention. Nor is there much
novelty in A Selection fi'om the Poems and Dramatic
Works of Theodore Kiirner, though the translation is a
new one, and by the clever translator of the Nibehmgen.
To this brief catalogue of works of fancy we may,
perhaps, properly add the mention of two somewhat
clever tales in one volume, with the title of Hearts in
Mortmain and Cornelia, intended to illustrate the

working of pai'ticular phases of mental emotion
;
and

another by Mrs. Trollope, called Petticoat Government.
In the department of history we have nothing more

important to notify than a somewhat small volume with
the very large title of the Correspo7idence of the Emperor
Charles V. and his Ambassadors at the Courts of
England and France ; which turns out to be a limited
selection from letters existing in the archives at Vienna,
but not uninteresting to English readers, from the fact

of their incidental illustrations of the history of our

Henry the Eighth, and the close of Wolsey's career.
Two books of less pretension have contributed new facts

to the history of the late civil war in Hungary ;
the first

from the Austi-ian point of view by an Eye-iritness, and
the second from the Hungarian by Max Schlesinger.
Mr. Baillie Cochrane has also contributed his mite to
the elucidation of recent revolutions in a vohmie called

Young Italy, which is chiefly remarkable for its praise of
Lord Brougham, its defence of the Pope, its exaggerated
scene-painting of the murder of Rossi, its abuse of the
Roman Republic, and its devotion of half a line to the
mention of^—Mazzini !

Better worthy of briefrecord are the few miscellaneous

publications with which we shall conclude our sum-
mary ;

and which comprise an excellent new translation
of Rochefoucaidd's Maxims, with a better account of
the author, and more intelligent notes, than exist in any
previous edition

;
—most curious and interesting Memo-

rials of the Empire ofJapan in the Sixteenth and Seren-
teenth Centuries, which Mr. Rundell of the East India
House has issued under the superintendence of the

Hakluyt Society, and which illustrate our English rela-

tions with those .lapoucsc in a manner not so satisfactory
as is exactly desirable

;
—an intelligent and striking sum-

mary of the Anti/juities of IHchborough, Hecidvcr, and
Lgmne, written by Mr. Roach Smith and illustrated by
Mr. Fairholt, which exhibits the results of recent dis-

coveries ofmany remarkable Roman antiquities in Kent
;—and a brief unassuming narrative of the Hudson's Bay

Company's Expedition to tlie Shores of the Arctic Sea
in 1816 and 1817, by the commander of the expedition,
INIr. John Rae.

Mademoiselle Rachel terminated on the 2<?th her

engagement at the St. James's Theatre, which has lasted

the greater part of the month. Besides performing a

round of her principal charactirs in the tragtxlies of

Corncille aiul Racine, she appeared as the heroine of

Scribe's drama Adrienne Leeonvreur—a part which
made an immense imj)ressi<)n on the public. With
Rachel's departure this theatre closed for the season.
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COMMERCIAL RECORD.

BANKRUPTS.
From tlie Gazette ofJune 28,—.Ioreph Boycot, Kidderminster,

draper.
—George Holmes and IIenrv Uiilsies, Derby, ironmon-

gers.—William Jones, Bristol, stationer.—.Joseph Moobe,
H anover Street, Islington, victualler.—Moses Wrangle, Boston,

Lincolnshire, cabinet-maker.

Jtdy 2.—.John Bull, South-Audley Street, ship-OTvner.
—

.Tames Corbett, Llantillio Pertlioley, Monmoiitlishire.—
Thomas Eowabds, Newport, Monmouthshire, ironfounder.—
Samuel Lavington, Devizes, grocer.—Joseph Lomas, Manches-

ter, warehouseman.—Thomas Luckes, Exeter, provision
dealer.—Clement Nuttall, Bacnp, Lancashire, innkeeper.—William Kidler, Cowlersley, Yorkshire, contractor for pub-
lic works.—Edward BevAN Thomas, Leominster,wine-mercliant.

July 5.—Joseph Bovcot, Kiddenninster, draper.
—Thomas

Broadbent, Halifax, Yorkshire, draper.
—Sarah Day, Coven-

trj', ribbon manufacturer.—George Fuller, Poultrj', City,
auctioneer —Joseph Nash and Thomas Neale, Reigate and

Dorking, Surrey, bankers.—Robert Hardman Parkinson,
Manchester, warehouseman.—John Ryan, Mark-lane, City,
and Manor-lane, Bermondsey, manufacturing chemist.—James
Thompson, Manchester, cement and gunpowder-dealer.
July 9.—Neville Brown, Hounslow heath, licensed victualler.

—Thomas Dalton, Coventiy, silk-dyer.
—George William

Lair, Landport, Hampshire, auctioneer.—.John Budge Sparke,
Torquay, Devonshire, hatter.—.John Tay'LOr, jun., Jjittleworth,

Gloucestershire, licensed victualler.—John Wallace, Carlisle,

gi-ocer.
—William George Dennett WALLis,Grove-pl., Lisson-

grove, bill-broker.

July 12.—William Claridge, Bromley St. I-eonard, Middle-

sex, butcher.—Charles Garliok, Charterhouse-sq., JIanchester,
warehouseman.—.James Henry- Gill, Pluraber's-row, City-rd.,

grocer.
—John Jones, Brynmawr, Breconshire, coal merchant.—

George William Law, Landport, Hants, auctioneer.—Thomas
RoLLASON, and William Burman, Birmingham, glass and china

dealers.—Burrowes AVilcocks Arthur Sleigh, Bedford-st.,

Strand, and Thurlow-sq., Brompton, newspaper proprietor.
—

Samuel Wilkes, Birmingham, clock-dial maker.—Joshua
Woodward, Loxley, Yorkshire, paper manufacturer.

July 16.—Edward Kobson Arthur, North Shields, ship-
owner.—George Colston Baylis, Cardiff, dealer in flour.—
Francis Blanchard and William Passmoue, Leeds, tailors.—
Thomas Dalton and Thomas Edwards, Birmingham, iron-

founders.—Henry' Hart Davis, Battersea, Surrey, builder.—
William Day'ment, Christian-st., St. George's in the East,
tailor.—GSeorgb JCnight, Worthing, Sussex.—Samuel Nichol-

son, York, tnider.—John Vandersluy'se Scantlebury, Con-
duit-st. East, Paddington, carpenter.—.John S<x>rah, Pontefract,

Yorkshire, seed-merchant.—.John ShabrO(^k, Toxteth Park,
Lancashire, licensed-victualler.—.John Welch, Ashby-de-la
Zouch, Leicestershire, draper,

—Samuel Wilkes, Birmingham,
clock-dial-maker.—Thoma.s Williams, Trowbridge, Wilts,
auctioneer.—William Minter Wood, Dover, hosier.

July 19.—Timothy- Bourne Bourne, Liverpool, cotton-broker.
—Thomas Dy-son, Hardinge-terrace, Newington, railway-con-
tractor.—Gilbert Finlay Girdwood, Maida-hill, chemist.—
George Shepheard, Modbury, Devonshire, linen-draper.

July 23. Robert Day- Bust, Reading, Berkshire, auctioneer.
—William Ward Evans, Ludlow, Shropshire, butcher.—
Edward Foster, Chesterton, Cambridgeshire, agricultural
machinist.—Ralph Hammond, Macclesfield, inn-keeper.

—Wil-
liam Haslam, Hertford, chemist. - John Hayward, Hisland,

Shropshire, scrivener.—Edward Round and William Round,
Tipton, Staffordshire, timber-merchants.— Ralph Nuttall,
Macclesfield, silk manufacturer.

July 26. Thomas Binckes, Brunsn-ick-place, Blackheath,
dealer in Berlin wools.—Charles Bunyard, M.ark-l.ane, City,
seedsman.—Robert Fairley, Sunderland, chemist.—George
Garrard, Saxmundham, Suffolk, ironmonger.—Dirk Horatio
Haley-, Lodge-road, Birmingham, ironfounder. — William
Raynham, Ladbrooke-road, Notting-hill, builder.

BANKRUPTCIES ANNULLED.

July 16. William Branscombe, Blandford, Dorsetshire, com-
mon carrier.

THE STOCK AND SHARE MARKETS.
City, July 27.

The English Stock Market has been very quiet during the

month, but the tone has been very firm, and an improvement of

nearly one per cent, has been established. Our last monthly
review left Consols at 9fi to J ex. div.

;
from this point they

moved steadily upwards till the ,5th inst., when the price touched
97

;
but a few days aftei', the unsettled aspect of the quesMon

pending between Denmark and the Duchies began to exercise
an influence on the market, causing some degree of flatness.

Prices have since rallied, however, and Consols are now quoted
96? to |.

The Railway Share Market has not been so steady this month,
the prices of all descriptions having receded, to a greater or less

extent, from the quotations previously ruling. Within the last

three or four days, however, more firmness has been apparent,
accompanied with a decided tendency to better prices.

STOCKS.
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THE THREE^KINGDOMS.

MR.
SHANDY held all kinds of swearing to bo bad, and would have been confimied in this opinion if he had

lived to hear tlie debates on Baron Rothschild's claim to sit in the House of Commons. Scriptural pre-

cept never received holier warrant than in the wisdom of the inspired injunction, Swear not at all. If

swearing does not tend to utter indiflFerenee in the matter of oaths, it certainly tends to distinctions between

what is sworn and what is unsworn, very fatal to the sanctions of truth in half the affairs of life. Nothing
can be necessary to truth in the witness-box, or at the table of the House of Commons, which elsewhere is

not necessary to it
;
or the observance of which in the one case, does not to a certain extent damage its non-

observance in the other ; nor is there any argument producible for oaths which is not directly drawn from

their own effects upon society, or which would not yield to the higher and better influence of an enactment

restoring solemnity to truth on all occasions, and excusing its laxity in none. In this respect the case of a

Member of Parliament is the same as that of a common witness ; and the distinctions attempted to be taken

in the debate, between oaths of verity and oaths promissory, were properly scouted. The Jew is excluded

from the legislature for his respect to an oath, by men who sit there in very right of their indifference to

one
; just as the law shuts out of the witness-box a man whose scruples are honest, and listens to him whose

conscience is accommodating. Rabelais contains few greater absurdities than tlicse swearing debates will be

to the readers of another century. Here it suffices to mention that the greater part of them turned upon
the question of whether any words of an oath could be omitted as immaterial, at the sweai-cr's discretion ;

that the first of the two principal divisions affirmed Baron Rothschild's seat as not full, the second declaring
it to be not empty ; and that they left the matter, on the whole, somewhat worse than they found it.

The Session was afterwards brought to a close with a great deal of hard work, makmg up as usual for wasted

time ; but failing to overtake some important Irish bills, and one very important English one. The Savings'Bank
Bill never reached its second reading ;

and the compromise of teu shillings in the pound offered to the

Cuffe Street depositors, will be but a sorry satisfaction to many other bodies of the most important class of

men in any country, poor, honest, industrious, fi-ugal, saving men, whose danger from dishonest actuaries and

irresponsilale tiiistees ought much earlier to have been the care of a government which can have no safer

or more reliable support. Nor will it be inappropriate to add, while on the subject of savings, that, manifold

as Lord Brougham's subjects of scandal have been during the last month, he has discovered the greatest
scandal of all in the fact that the savings from the Queen's Civil List are kept by herself, and not paid into

the public treasury ; which would be just as reasonable as that his own savings, out of his pension of five

thousand a year, secured in like manner by statute, should go to the removal of public nuisances, or in

alleviation of the expenditure on lunacy. The Queen, admitting that no more than what was just was settled

upon her at her accession (which Lord Brougham at least must admit, since at that time he anticipated nothing
less than a royal insolvency as the result of the arrangement), has been honourably careful in pecuniary
matters ; and, out of her own income of sixty thousand a year, and the biilance of three hundred and twenty-
five thousand on the other five departments of the Civil List, has managed, during the past year, to show an

unexpected surplus of thirty-eight thousand pounds ; whereupon Lord Brougham rushes off into the city

to tell his old Whig friends the fishmongers, who used to cheer him when lie denounced the profligacy and

tyranny of the Court thirty years ago, that they have lost all spirit because they don't cheer him when he

does the same thing now ;
and rushes back to the House of Lords to fall foul of his old Whig friends there, for

having basked in Court smiles till they have no relish for popular abuse ; and finally accuses both Houses of

Parliament of an absolute prostration of the understanding, when such a thing as even the word Prince happens
to be mentioned in the country. But all this, thrown out in intervals of abuse of newspaper editors, and
other oddities of a similar kind, seem to pass for nothing that may not easily be pardoned to the extravagant
and erring spirit which all are glad to remember so capable of better things. Her Majesty's appearance on

the prorogation day showed certainly no sign of temper ruffled by anything unpleasing. She entered with

I'cr usual dignified ease, greeted Lords and Commons with her accustomed grace, and, as she occupied the

throne, so picturesciuely arranged her person and robes of state as to give an admirable "
sitting

"
to

Mr. Gibson the sculptor, who had been placed for that purpose exactly opposite royalty, and whose plain
black coat seemed oddly out of place in a scene glittering with diamonds and gold lace, epaulettes and

plumes. And so the speech was read, in tones that no peer of Parliament can make so audible or clear in

that gorgeous chamber ;
and Lords and Commons were sent packing to their private afl'airs.

Thus Parliament is up (to express it in other words, one might say the Sea-Serpent has reappeared in the

newspapers), and everyone, heartily sick of the subject, is prepared to listen to all kinds of abuse of it, for

which there is no lack of providers. But Lord Lyudhurst, who used to spend all the session in obstnicting what

the Whigs wanted to do, and then abuse them at the end of it for doing nothing, has had no worthy successor

in his ingenious art ;
and there is now as much dullness in finding fault with the thing a-s in the thing itself.

The premier's plea had best be admitted, therefore, that the House of Commons has really been very busy for

the last six months, and has done a better stroke of work tlian any other legislative assembly going. But grant-

ing this
; conceding also Mr. Bright's illustration, that the two hundred really working members have worked

harder during the summer than any equal niuubcr of manual labourers in any parish of the land ;
and not

questioning in any manner the return obtained by Sir Benjamin Hall, makmg it manifest that a thousand and
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fiftv-two lioure have been consumed in a hundred and fifty-three sittings, on an average of ten hours and a LaK

cve'ry day for four days of the week, and that at least a hiuidred and eleven bills have been passed into law, out of

the two "hundred cai-'ried through a first reading ;
still the question is to be settled of the value of the work done,

and this unhappily is quite independent of the number of bills enacted or the hours consumed. The vice of

too much legislation is the unavoidable result of careless legislation. That bills
" No. 1,"

" No. 2," and " No. 3,"

shovdd indicate the blunders of a session discovered in time for remedy, would import little ;
but it matters

much more that each successive session should supply a supplement of correction to the blunders of its

predecessor so large, that the statute book is loaded past the limit of endurance, the efficacy of every kind of

Icislation obstructed, and the future administration of our laws rendered more and more confused. Judged,

however, simply by its predecessors, the session has been of average utility. The Woods and Forests are

stUl mismanaged, the Window Tax unrepealed, the Jew disqualified, needless Oaths insisted upon, Savings

Banks unprotected, the Law of Settlement unsettled, Railway Audits mismanaged, the English Franchise not

extended, the Stamp Acts little better than they were, Ceylon still a mystery, the louians unredressed.

Chancery not reformed, Smithfield not abolished, and the people unprovided with Education
; though the new

Duke of Cambridge has been provided ^^•ith twelve thousand a year, and the young Prince of Wales has got

five thousand pounds for stables nine years before he wants them. But these are not worse than the average

no-doings and misdoings of a session ; whereas there is unusual merit in the Extramural Interments Bill, m
the Bill for Austrahan Self-government, in the principle of the yet imperfect BUI for extending County Com-t

Jurisdiction, in the intention of the somewhat crippled Bill for a reconstruction of the Ecclesiastical Commis-

sion, in the Bill for correction of scaudalous Church Abuses in Manchester, in the Brick Duties, Charitable

Trusts, and Mercantile Marine Bills, in the discomfiture of the Sabbatarians as to Smiday trading and Sunday
lettere, in the greater fiicilities given for the establishment of popular Museums and Libraiies, and in the

issue of the Royal Commission for taking evidence as to the state of the Universities.

The failures of the session most to be deplored are in the still hapless direction of Ii-eland. The Bill for

the Elective Franchise has indeed been passed, by the exact compromise anticipated in our last Nai-rativc, but

so far maimed in a very vital member ;
and though six desperate attempts in the Lords to strengthen the

land against the peasant, in so many bills introduced by L-ish landlords, have been defeated in the lower

house, yet not the least advance to a better system has Ijeen made in the all-important direction of landlord

and tenant ; while the workmg of the Encumbered Estates Bill is still hamperecl by the delay of the Security
for Advances Bill, and the power and authority of the Lord Lieutenant has received a serious check in the

premature disturbance and unsettlement of the question of the Irish Viceroyalty. Nor while these mistakes

of Pai-liament are recounted, does any set-off appear m the condition of the country itself, or in the policy of

agitation there. There seems no apprehension of a less than average harvest ;
but the most dreadfvd evic-

tions continue, as well as the savage murders they occasion ; and though it is impossible to doubt the importance
of a movement which enlists the resolute Presbyterian of the north in a co-operative league with the ardent

Catholic of the south, it is to be said of what has hitherto tran.spu-ed of the Dublin conference on the subject

of Tenant Right, that a series of more manifestly impracticable propositions could hardly have been looked for

out of Bedlam. Nor is this the only Irish conference from which evil is just now to be apprehended. A
Catholic Synod is assembled (while we write) in the Tippei-ary market-town of Thurles, not simply for the

purpose of re^dving gorgeous Catholic ceremonies unwitnessed in these islands for centuries, but with the

more grave intention of restormg stricter monastic observances, of reimposing canonical practices and saints -

day observances, of forbidding marriages between Protestant and Catholic, of separatuig the two persuasions
in burial and fast as well as in festival and marriage, and finally of pouring out the vials of Papal wrath on

the Government colleges lately built and endowed in the hope of educating Catholic and Protestant together.

Let not the reader smUe as he reads this, and dismiss it as an amusing piece of insolence. A glance at what

the last month has elsewhere brought forth ^^•ill not be inappropriate here, and will enable him the better to

understand what is now proceeding in Ireland.

In ti-uth, by far the most remarkable feature of the time, and that which, sooner or later, will lead to the

most decisive results, is the unblushing revival, abroad and at home, of the most insolent claims of the

Roman Catholic Church. While political parties on the continent have been tearing each other to pieces,

dominant priests have been quietly repiecing pretensions shattered even centuries ago ;
and now that the

laymen are exhausted with their struggle, the churchmen are canying off the spoils. The Jesuits have agam
got admission to the schools m France ; the Prussian priests, not long ago, had the insolence to refuse the

oath to the constitution ; advantage has been t;iken of the helplessness of Austria to obtain such safe

guarantee for popish domination as the right to pimish priests, to impose ecclesiastical deprivations, to receive

the dictates of the Pope, and to compel the observance of Catholic saints' days, independently of the civil

power ; and a quarrel now rages in Piedmont wherein the whole question is sthred to its foundations.

In that kingdom, till within a few months, exclusive clerical jurisdictions existed, irresponsible of the civil

tribunals ; but one of the first acts of the new king, and his new representative chamber, was to abolish this

injustice, and make all Piedmontese without exception subject to the regular law. Upon this the Archbishop
of Turin, Cardinal Franzoni, refused obedience ; was imprisoned for fourteen days ; and since his release has

vented demmciations against the civil power from every Sai'chnian pulpit, in the shape of appeals to Austria,

and invocations of Rome. In the midst of these the minister Santa Rosa, most obnoxious for his support
of civil rights against ecclesiastical privilege, was seized the other day with mortal illness ;

when Franzoni

forbad the clergy of his parish to administer the dying rites without previous confession of penitence for

his acts as a minister, and Santa Rosa, declaring with his dying breath that lie knew how to reconcile his

duty to his counti-y with his duty to his God, died unshriveu
; whereupon, by the same interdict of Franzoni,

the rites of burial were refused, and then the people, suddenly awaking to the monstrous tyranny, rose in

a mass against the recusant convent, compelled one priest to perform the bm-ial offices, drove out the rest,

and made the show of popular wrath so formidable that Monsiguor Franzoni was next day under escort to

a distant fortress, and his too obedient monks under sentence of banishment from Turin. Then came, at that

very instant, the answers of Austria and Rome to Monsignor's original appeal ;
Austria demanding prompt

banishment of a moderate newspaper editor opposed to Franzoni, and Rome declaring broadly that no

Catholic state has a right to alter its domestic institutions, so far as education or worship is concerned,
without previous assent from the Holy See !
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lu othei- words, this is precisely the claim now set up by Irish Franzonis against what thej- call Peel's
Godless Colleges ; and it is the claim which will have to be conclusively settled before the world is much
older. That all civil restrictions must be vexatious to a church which ere this has placed kingdoms under
interdict, absolved peoples from their allegiance, and hurled kings from their thrones, is, of course, quite
manifest ; and it is deser\ing of remark that under whatever form the demands of this church are adv;mced,
they are always substantially the same. What is now rehearsing in the Vatican at Rome, is also under
rehearsal in tile ^-illagc of Thurles, in Ireland ; and what Catholicism can, in the one case, openly impose a.s a

right, she is taking as effectual means, in the other, of secretly obtaining as a favour. She has tyrannised over
the world ; she has been the tool of tyrants, when herself without strength for the vile office ; and now, allow-

ing no other worship than her owii within the walls of the city where she sits supreme, she is clamouring cvei-y-
where else for freedom from all restrictions as opposed to the spirit of the age. But the most liberal

statesmen will have to awaken to the truth that the rights of such a church ai'e incompatible with the equal
rights of every other ; that her organisation is such as to give her instant predominance, where equal privileges
are accorded ; that even in such appai-ently trivial concessions as the titular dignities and dresses of her priests, a
mistake h;is been committed ; and that the existence of an assumption now prevailing, that every Catholic in Ireland
must submit to this Thurles Episcopal S3 nod, radiant though it be in mitres dazzling with precious stones,
in copes of embroidered crimson, in soutanes of purple, in crosses, eroziers, and robes of gold, is a defiance to
the Settlement of these realms in 1688 too impudent to be tolerated much longer. It is clear, at the same time,
that the colleges raised at so much cost and capable of such inappreciable blessings, will have to sink meanwhile
under the very weakness of their supporters, unless means be found to strengthen the independent lay
element in the Roman Catholic population of Ireland. The mere approach of the Sj-nod armed with powers
against the education of the people, has been already signalised by a cowardly submission of the authorities to
whom that charge is entrusted. The professor of modern languages in the College at Cork having published a
book on Christian Civilisation in no respect connected with his teaching, and this book (a very innocent one, a
sort of supplement to Guizot, embodying the religious eclecticism of tliat statesman, very reverent in its tone,
and containing even a formal protest against all teaching founded on infidelity) liaving been denounced by the

bigots of the Roman Catholic press as deliberately adverse to religion, and dangerous to the faith and morals
of the Roman Catholic pupils, M. de Vericour has been suspended by the Board without a hearing-, and a
recommendation for his dismissal forwai-ded to Lord Clarendon. Lord Clarendon, it is to be hoped, will

know how to deal with it.

Returning to England, matters involving doubt and difficulty are not left behind. A dispute between

employers and employed which lias the effect of throwing one of the greatest lines of railway communication
into a dangerous, if not impassable state, concerns the public too nearly not to excite much public anxiety ;

and, without affecting to pronounce decisively on the differences which have led to the resignation of nearly
two hundred drivers and firemen on the Eastern Counties Railway, it seems manifest that the men, whose
efficiency in then- special duties is admitted both by the superintendent at issue with them (who had been
in office three weeks) and the superintendent he replaced (who had been in office four years), cannot be held

justly responsible for the general want of discipline which the system of the new superintendent seems to have
been meant to correct, and which could hardly, after existing unchecked for so many years, be checked without
unreasonable harshness in a.s many weeks. Too much was suddenly imposed upon the men, who in turn as

quickly demanded too much ;
and since mutual concession can alone conclude such a dispute with fairness,

it mil become the Company to remember that for any ill effects resulting from laxity of discipline they are

themselves du-ectly responsible, in the first degree. In connection with such strikes, by the bye, a statement

worthy of mention appeared the other day in a report on the Mining Districts, to the effect that the famous
stiike of the colliers six years ago involved a loss to the owners of two hundred thousand poimds, and
to the pitmen of three hundred thousand pounds in wages alone.

Another report, out of the many lately presented to both Hou-ses, will justify mention here, for its

sensible rebuke to certain wild and selfish Protectionist schemes of which a good deal was heard some
months ago, in connection ^\-ith the alleged pressure of "

local taxation." The Lords' Committee on pai'oehial
assessments have reported that the present system is susceptible of material improvement ; but that, in their

judgment, stock m trade should still be exempted from the rate, and the general maintenance of the poor
should not be provided for out of the consolidated fund

;
nor do they feel justified in recommending any

geneiul system of union rating, or any plan for the assessment of personal property in aid of real property.
In other words, they don't think Mr. Disraeli a conjurer, or take flight with Mr. Christopher into the cloudy
regions of fanner's finance ; but content themselves with a few practical, intelligent, and desirable suggestions
for improving the present irregular assessments, for repealing certam awkward technicalities, and for reducing
the inordinate amounts at which railways are assessed. This is a great slap in the face to the Protectionists ;

who have in other respects also suffered sorely of late, and wore fain to let the session expire without a

sign. They cannot even liope that a bad haiwest should make opportunity for them now
; for though

prospects in this respect have unfortunately clouded during the last three weeks, and a somewhat poor
average of corn is to be feared, yet no mihealthy tampering with the markets is observable, nor is the

winter contemplated with any painful anxiety. The repeal of the laws limiting our supply of food to

this island has effectually cured us of such fears and dangers ; and John Bull now not only knows to

what extent he has a reliance against unavoidable chances of the seasons, but with what reasonable argu-
ments he can abate the pressure of importunate creditore. Others of his family, it is to be regretted,

get into the Bankruptcy Court with apparently less abilit}- to get out of it
;
and a report appearing

not many days since excited not a little apprehension, from points of startling resemblance to the head
of the familj' himself.

The name was also John Bull : and Mr. Bull appeared iu the Bankruptcy Court, not very creditably we
regret to say. He was said to have a vast number of sharking relations ; and having been accused of playing
into thou- hands too much, his certificate is adjourned. He tried to throw all his misfortunes on the fact

that a certain fii-m
" had had a sort of millstone or national debt fixed round his neck for a very long period,"

but his statements as to this did not seem to obtain unlimited credence
; and the counsel against him,

charging him with unaccountable and improper delays during the last two years, pointedly remarked that " the

year 1848 would certainly have been the proper time for Mr. Bull to have come to that court." This very

i 2
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obstinacy, however, may yet be the means of redeeming Mr. B. ; for certainly the old rival of his family, M. Jean

Crapaud of Paris, who went much too easily into banki-uptcy that year, would have come off better by holding

up his head a little longer. So Mr. Bull is not yet to be despaired of
; and such other social illustrations of the

condition of his friends and connections in various parts of the country as other law cases of the month supply,
must not be too exclusively interpreted to the general disadvantage of his family. They are often only
isolated cases ; though it is right not the less to fix attention on the special injury involved, and demanding
special redress.

Thus in Scotland, or under the interpretation of Scotch law by our highest English tribunal, it would

appear that a man who gets possession of his wife as part of a pecuniary transaction with her father, may
afterwards count upon the law's co-operation in sordidly completing what has been thus sordidly begun. The
law will suffer him, without a reason assigned against the unhappy wife, to cease holding intercourse of any
kind with her, three months after the marriage ; will countenance his refvising to speak or sit %vith her,

living in the same house
;
will view with the utmost unconcern, his treating her with the extremes of inso-

lence and contempt before her servants ;
will sanction his cruel interdict against her either receiving visits,

or paying them ; and will allow him, in temporary absences from home, even to leave her without neces-

saiy means of existence ;
—and then, when this wretched woman, whose "

good and kind disposition
"
her

tormenter freelj' confesses, no longer able to bear the burden of a life of such unutterable misery, returns to

her father's house and implores for separation and alimony, which the Scotch judges pronounce her entitled to,

the English Law from its higher seat proclaims, that, inasmuch as direct personal violence is not alleged, and

adulteiy has not been committed, the wife has no remedy whatever, nor even a title to the costs of her

application ; and somewhat jocosely the law adds, through the mouth of its exponent Lord Brougham, that

"it might as well be said the husband ought to pay for any other luxury which his wife, after separation,

might think proper to indulge in, as well as the luxui-y of a lawsuit." Their lordships present laughed, and
it is to be hoped that poor Mrs. Patterson may derive some little comfort from the joke. Nor is it perhaps
less desirable that, in the other cases of the month throwing light upon the marriage laws, a joke should if

possible be made of them, seeing that they certainly fail of any graver sources of satisfaction.

There is the case of a woman who had married again after her first husband had many yeai's deserted her,

prosecuted by her worthless second husband to rid himself of the children she had borne him, dragged from
her bed to the dock, exciting the sympathies of every one in court, and getting off with seven days' imprison-
ment. There is another case of a moustachioed fine gentleman who squandered the fortune of a young wife

and left her penniless, to marry another fortune with a middle-aged lady attached to it, and who had not the

additional good fortune to excite any sympathy ;
but who nevertheless escaped transportation (perhaps because

of his moustachios), and is sent to Bridewell for twelve months. There is a young Donald Macdonald of one
of the islands of the Hebrides, who carries ofi' his young Jessie by main force frona her own bed-room, in spite
ofan obstinate father who had provided and set his hearten a quite other son-in-law, notwithstanchng a med-
dlesome 'uncle who darted out of sleep and stood shivering in his nightclothes at the youth's Lochinvar-like

audacity, and in defiance of a lidless-eyed dragon of an aunt keeping guard in the very bed of the maiden ;

who is nevertheless triumphantly acquitted even of an attempt at wrong doing, and carried home in a popular
triumph. There is a simple German who tries as hard to get free from a young wife as the Highlander to get
fastened to one, but though he has a case that should have entitled him to easy redress, the magistrate can only
refer him to the Consistorial Court with a polite hope that he has the means to go there, and so send him mys-
tified away. Meanwhile a somewhat similai- case, the sexes only being reversed, had been taken in charge by
Lord Brougham before the House of Lords

; and, for the first time in that assembly, an incompleted marriage
has been dissolved on the petition of the wife, and proof that the, husband had contracted a second marriage
abroad; which certainly seems the strangest contrast possible, in point of "luxury" as of everything else, to

the result in the imhappy case of Patterson. But let us not conclude these notices of legal history without

approval of the legal judgment delivered a few days afterwards in Norris and Cottle, also by Lord Brougham,
and conclusively settling a question which has cost more in anxious litigation than any other in modern
time, that of the non-liability of provisional committee-men.
At last a plan of sewage is about to be tried on a tolerably extensive scale, and at a cost of a quarter of a

million sterling. Up to the point of what is to be done with the sewage when collected and drawn ofi", there

seems little reason to question the feasibility or efficacy of this plan ; but the doubtful point is an all-important
one, for the notion of discharging the sewage at Woolvdch must have been formed in ignorance of the tide. A
dead dog launched at Woolwich would never get to sea. A fallacy is founded on the fact that the ebb-tide at

any given spot nins more than six hours ;
but things carried down by the ebb, meet the flood so as to bring it

within the six hours ; and things floated up by the flood will have a tide of more than six hours, seven or
even eight with an easterly wind. This is a danger which will have to be guarded against when the scheme
is so far completed.

With indication of a danger of another kind, as imminent to the comforts and lives of her Majesty's lieges,
our month's summarj' may becompleted. The wreck of an iron steamer full of holiday makers oiF South-

port, on her waj' to the Mcnai and Tubular bridges, has created little sensation because only two lives were
lost ; but it was something not far short of a miracle that more than fifty lives were not sacrificed ; and the case
is another flagrant example of the outrageous neglect of the surveyore of steamboats, which the result of the
coroner's inquest at Preston makes it the more necessary not to overlook. At that singular inquiry no one
seems to have been examined that was not in some way responsible for the mischief done ; while, on the
other hand, not a subprona was sent to a single passenger ; and of the many who attended to give evidence

voluntarily, the worshipful
" cro^vne^

"
declined to examine one. It has nevertheless since transpired that the

steamer was manifestly unseaworthy, that her pilot was not a licensed one, that there was no register or certificate

of her having been duly inspected, that she had no life-boat, only one life-buoy instead oftwo, only one pimt instead
of four punts and boats, that her only pump was out of order, and that all her fittings were crazy and rotten !

The comfortable set-off is the two lives lost instead of fifty ; the accident not being
"
graced with decent

horror
"
to make inquiry interesting, or worth while. In like manner, about three weeks before, an old steamer

plying on the River Tamar exploded at Devonport, just as she was getting up her steam to convey an entire

dissenting congregation on a day's exc^irsion to the Morwcll Rocks ; and, because the dissenters did not go into

the air with the boilers, the affair passed off without excitement. Only out-of-the-way people (who don't wait
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for conaagrations to read acts of pai-liament by) seem to be at all aware, on these occasions, that owners of

steamships are bound, by a recent act, to ti-ansmit to the Board of Trade yearly certificates from ajiproyed
surveyors of their sufficiency and good condition ; or were thus induced to take any notice of the startling
fact elicited in this particular case, that the required certificate had been actually signed, with a perfect know-

ledge on tlie part of the surveyor that the machineiy whose safety it guaranteed was in a notoriously
unsafe condition. Unhappily the subject cannot be left without one more example, horrible enough to force

inquiry, if not to compel redress. By the Bristol steamboat explosion mentioned in our last Narrative,
some score of people have been killed, and another score mutilated and dismembered ;

so that investigation
has been miavoidable : and its result shows tliat surveyors, under the act for the safety of steamboat travel,
will not scruple to certify the soundness of boilers that are well known to be cracked, that have had their
cracks stopped by

" a barrow-full
"
of dirt suitable to the purpose, that are deposed to have had a look as

if made of old iron, and not to have been " safe to trust a cat with," It is surely, then, high time for the
Board of Ti-ade to declare, either that due precautions in these matters are really unattainable, or that
such au example shall be made as is likely to enforce their observance.

NARRATIVE OF PARLIAMENT AND
POLITICS.

On Monday the 29th of July in the House ofLords, the

Royal Assent was given by Commission to a great num-
ber of Bills.

On Tuesday the 30tb, the Marquis of Lansdowne
moved an addre.ss in answer to her Majesty's message
respecting the appropriation of Marlborowjh House to

the Prince of JVales ; explaining, that while it was

necessary to secure that mansion as a future residence
for the Prince, it would be appropriated in tlie moan-
time for the exhibition of the Vernon pictures. The
address was agreed to.—On the motion of the same noble

lord, a resolution was agreed to expressiug the concur-
rence of the House in ttie suggestion of the Committee,
recommending a reform in the Fees of the officers of the

House.
On Thursday the 1st of August, in answer to questions

from the Earl of St. Germans, respecting pay and pro-
motion in the il/onc?/ Order department o/the Post Office,—the Marquis of Clanricarde, Postmastcr-Geiieral,
said that the situation of the clerks had been lately

improved in regard to pay and leave of absence ; and
though he thought they should bo still better paid, he
could hold out no hope of any immediate change.
Lord Brougham, on Friday the 2nd, brought forward

the subject of the Ciril List. He contended that all

savings on that head shoidd accrue to the nation and
not to the royal privy purse ;

as it was not the genius of
the Constitution that the Sovereign should have means
of a private character, but that he should be dependent
on Parliament

;
and intimated that eai-ly next ses.sion.

he would make a motion relative to the amount of

savings in the Civil List since 1838.—The Marquis of

Lansdowne said he should have the greatest objection
to such a motion. It would be the greatest evil and
indecorum to be examining such details in Parliament,
as much as it would be to be examining into the per-
sonal expenditure of any private gentleman.—The Duke
of Wellington held that Pai-liament is precluded by
law from such inquiries.

—Lord Monteagle concurred
in these opinions, and deprecated svich questions and
conversation in the House.—Lord Bp^ough.vm rejoined
with great bitterness. According to Lord Monteagle
the Crown might dispense with as many officers as it

pleased, and save their salaries
;

and yet Parli,^ment
have no alternative but to vote the gross amount of all

the salaries, as if they continued to be paid as heretofore.

But then it was said, tliat the inquiry which he suggested
would be indelicate. Oh ! his old Whig friends were

mightily changed since they had tasted the sweets of

office and basked in the smiles of the Clotu-t. Wliy,
when he was in the House of Commons he made motions
for inquiry into the revenues of the Crown for which his

friends who now displayed such extreme sensitiveness

voted without a word of objection.
—The Marquis of

Bre.\d.\lbane made a short speech ;
at the end of which

he said he considered Lord Brougham had " entitled"
himself to the censure of the House and of the public.—Lord Brougham, who was talking earnestly with the
Lord Cliancellor, on hearing the word "censure,"
turned abruptly, and, pointing to the Marquis, exclaimed,
" Is he moving a vote of censure ?"—The Marquis of

BreadALBANE :

" No: but 1 say you have entitled your-
self to the censure of the House and the public."

—Lord
Brougham in very hurried accents and with vehemence—"Oh! I have no fear of this House or the public."
He then ran out of the House amid much laughter.
In the same evening Lord Brougham made an attack

on the Attorney-General for Ids refusal to sign the

application for an injunction against proceeding with the

Buildinff in Hi/de Park, and concluded ^vith a sarcasm

against the House for its deference to royalty, which
created some sensation.

" When I lately brought for-

ward the .subject," he said, "dead silence there was
within your lordships' walls—dead silence there was
within the walls of the House of Commons

; showing
most painfully that absolute prostration of tlie under-

standing which takes place, even in the minds of the

bravest, when the word ' Prince
'

is mentioned in this

country." •

On Monday the 5th, a petition 'presented by Lord
Talbot gave rise to some conversation on the subject of

Steam Communication u-ith Australia, in the course of

which Earl Grey said that the Government were fully
sensible of the advantages of such communication ; but
that up to the present time objections had been raised

by the East India Company to one of the proposed
routes, though he hoped the time was not far distant

when these objections would be removed.
On the consideration of the Commons' amendments

on the County Courts Bill, Lord Brougham and Lord
Redesdale objected to the clause which gave power to

take possession of town-halls for the purpose of the

Cininty Courts. The house divided on this clause, when
it was carried by 13 to 11.

The alterations made on the Parliamentary Voters

(Ireland) Bill by both houses, were brought tinder con-

sideration by the Marquis of Lansdowne, who advised

the house to accept the modification of the franchise by
the Commons, and to concede the restoration of the

registry clauses.—Lord St.\nley ad^•ised the Peers to

stand by their own amendments, and attacked the

Romish priesthood in Mayo for their conduct in the late

election. He moved, in particular, that the house should

insist on the 1.5/. franchise. The house divided : con-

tent, present 62, proxies .53— 115; non-content, present

56, proxies 70—126. Majority in favour of the 12/. fran-

chise 11. Lord Stanley made some sarcastic remarks
on the resort of ministers to proxies when they arc

outnumbered by present peers, and advised the Earl of

Bcsart not to divide the liouse on the question of the

Commons' registration amendment. The Marquis of

Lansdowne retorted Lord Stanley's sarcasms
;
the Earl

of Desart unwillingly withdrew liis opposition to the

registration clause, and the whole of the Commons'
amendments were ultimately agreed to.

On Thursday the 8th, the Marquis of Lansdowne
moved the adoption of the Commons' amendments on

the Ecclesiastical Commission Bill. The ^Vrclibishop of

Canterbury moved an amendment in the 13th clause,

as amended by the Commons, which was negatived on a

division bv 37 to 22.

On Friday the 9th, the greater part of the sitting wa.s

occupied by a long and miscellaneous speech frcnn Lord

Brougham, in which he discussed the proceedings of

the commissioners appointed to ])repare a digest of the

criminal law, the recent report of tlie select committee



174 THE HOUSEHOLD NAERATTVE. [August.

of the Commons on ofiieial salaries, and yarious otter

topics. His speech produced no remark.
On Saturday the 10th, the Marlboroufih Hoiise Bill,

and the DuJce of Cambridge's Annuity Bill were

respectively Committed.
On Monday the 12th, the Duke of Camhridcje's

Annuity Bill, and the Mercantile Marine Bill were

read a third time and passed. On the third reading of

the Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Bill, the Earl of

LucAN proposed a clause for including the illegal

removal of growing crops among the oil'ences to which
this bill is applicable ;

but the clause was opposed by
the Marquis of Lansdowne, and negatived upon a

division.

The matter of the Forged {signatures to the retition

ar/ainst the Liverpool Waterworks Bill, was again

brought forward on Tuesday the l.'ith, by Lord Mont-
eagle, who moved resolutions declaring that Mr. C.

Cream and Mr. M. A. Gage, the presenters ofthe petition,
had been guilty of a gross breach of privilege. These
rcsohitions having been carried unanimously, Mr. Cream
and Mr. Gage were called in and asked if tliey had any-

thing to say in explanation or extenuation. They both

protested their innocence, and Mr. Gage said that the

charge was the result of a deep laid conspiracy in

Liverpool to defeat the petition. They were ordered to

be imprisoned for a fortniglit in Newgate.—The Earl of

RoDEX put a question to ministers respecting certain

alleged Persecutions of Protestant Members in Ireland.

The M arquis ofLaxsdowne ascribed the disputes alluded

to by Lord Roden, to persons who, no doubt actuated by
zeal, liad endeavoured to give the rehgion they professed
what was called in Scotland an "

aggi-essive
"
character,

and had carried religious debates into places where the

majority of the inhabitants were of a different persuasion.
The Irish Government uniformly discountenanced every-

thing in the shape of annoyance or persecution for

religious opinions ; and instructions had been issued to

the magistracy, directing them to cause the arrest of all

persons offending against tire law in this respect. If the

noble Earl should think proper to move for extracts

from the reports of the Police with the view of showing
what had occurred in the particular cases referred to,

and copies of the instructions issued by the Government
thereupon, he would not oppose the motion. The
Lord Lieutenant would continue to give his attention to

the subject ;
but any attempt on the part of the Govern-

ment to put an end to the irritation whicli prevailed
would be abortive unless the reverend persons by
whose proceedings that irritation was caused exercised

forbearance and caution as regarded their language. Lord
Roden made the motion suggested, and it was agreed to.

On Wednesday the 14th, Lord Campbell took
occasion to express his satisfaction with the report of the

commissioners on the Postal Regulations, and his belief

that the recommendations now made would go far to

remove the evils which had been so much felt. He
begged leave, as one of the judges of the land, to state

that the late regulations had a tendency, with respect to

the administration of criminal justice, to obstruct works
of necessity and mercy. While the late assizes were

going forward it was often of the gi-eatest importance
that communication should be made to the judges re-

specting eases tlrat were coming on for trial, and also with

respect to cases that had been tried ; but, in consequence
of the recent regulations, all communications of that sort

for twenty-four hours were entirely cut off. He and his

colleague, Mr. Justice Williams, thinking that a dispen-
sation might be granted by authority in the case of her

Majesty's judges, made an application to that effect ;
hut

the Postmaster refused to make any exception, stating
that he had received positive orders that no letters

should be delivered to any one. He (Lord Campbell)
honoured liim for his strict obedience to the commands
he had received. But it might have happened that in

consequence of this refusal persons whose cases were
coming on for trial were deprived of evidence that was
material to show their innocence ; and that persons tvho

had been convicted were cut off from receiving that

mercy to which they were entitled.

The Prorogation of Parliament by the Queen in

person took place on Thursday the loth, with the usual
formalities. The ceremonial was exceedingly splendid.

and attended by a numerous assemblage of peers, foreign
ambassadors, peeresses, and other persons of distinction.

The Speaker of the House of Commons, with a large

body of members, appeared at the bar and made the cus-

tomary address, giving an account of the proceedings of

the house and tendering the last bill of supply ; and the

Queen then read the following speech :
—

" Mt Lords and Gentlemen,
" I have the satisfaction of being able to release yo\i

from the duties of a laborious session . The assiduity and
care with which you have applied yourselves to the

business which required your attention merit my cordial

approbation. The act for the better government of my
Australian colonics will, I trust, improve the condition

of those rising communities. It will always be gratify-

ing to me to be able to extend the advantages of

representative institutions, which form the glory and

happiness of my jieople, to colenies inhabited by men
who are capable of exercising, with benefit to themselves,
the privileges of freedom. It has afforded me great
satisfaction to give my assent to the act which you have

passed for the improvement of the merchant naval sei"-

\'iee of this country. It is, I trust, calculated to promote
the welftire of every class connected with this essential

branch of the national interest. The act for the gradual
discontinuance of interments within the limits of the

metropolis is in conformity with those enlightened views

which have for their object the improvement of the pub-
lic health. I shall watcli with interest the progress of

measTires relating to this important subject. I have

given my cordial assent to the act for the extension of

the elective franchise in Ireland. I look to the most
beneficial consequences from a measure which has been
framed with a view to give to my people in Ireland a

fair participation in the benefits of our representative

system. I have observed with the greatest interest and
satisfaction the measures which have been adopted with

a view to the improvement of the administration of jus-
tice in various departments, and I confidently anticipate

they will be productive of much public convenience and

advantage.
" Gentlemen or the House of Commons.

" The improvement of the reventie, and the large
reductions which have been made in various branches of

expenditure, ha\e tended to give to our financial con-

dition stability and seciirity. I am happy to find that

you have been enabled to relieve my subjects from some
of the burdens of taxation, without impairing the

sufficiency of our resources to meet the charges imposed

upon them.
4^ " My Lords and Gentlemen,

"
I am encouraged to hope that the ti'eaty between

Germany and Denmark, which has been concluded at

Berlin under my mediation, may lead, at no distant

period, to the restoration of peace in the north of

Europe. No endeavour shall be wanting on my part to

secure the attainment of this great blessing. I continue

to maintain the most friendly relations with foreign

powers, and I trust that nothing may occur to

disturb the general peace. I have every reason to

be thankful for the loyalty and attachment ofmy people ;

and while I am studious to preserve and to improve our

institutions, I rely upon the goodness of Almighty God
to favour my efforts, and to guide the destinies of this

nation."

Parliament was then prorogued in the \isual form to

the 25th of October.

On Friday, the 26tli of July, in the House of Com-

mons, at the morning sitting. Baron Rothschild came
forward to Take the Oaths as a member for the City of

London as mentioned in last month's Narrative. At
the evening sitting, in reply to a question from Mr.
Scholefield respecting certain proceedings which liad

taken place with regard to Unstamped Periodical Pub-
lications

;
IMr. C. Lewis said that though it was easy to

state what in the eye of the law was a newspaper, yet
there was sometimes considerable difficulty in drawing
the line, especially in the case of publications which lay
on the confines. There were several publications of this

description ; among the rest one called the Household
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Xarrative of Current Erents published by Messrs.

Bradbury and Evans. The Board of Stamps had come to

the conclusion that that publication came under the

designation of a newspaper, and a communication was
made to the publishers requiring them to submit to the

stamp regulations. A correspondence took place, one

part of which stated, on the part of Messrs. Bradbury
and Evans, their wish to have the whole question tried

by a special case to be submitted by arrangement. The
Commissioners had acceded to that arrangement, accept-

ing the offer of a judicial decision, and reference was

requested to the solicitor of the parties.
—In committee

of supply a number of sums wore voted for Army
Estimates. On the vote of 41 ,000^. ,

half the sum required
for the yeomanry corps; Mr. H. Berkley contended
that the j-eomanry were an unconstitutional, u.seless,

and dangerous force :
—

they were defended by Mr. Fox
Maule and others, and the vote was affinned by 147 to 25.

On Monday, the 29th, the adjourned debate on Baron
Rothschild's claim to take his Seat for the City of
London was resumed. A preliminary discussion took

place on points of form
;
and a motion by Sir Charles

Woon, that Baron Rothschild having demanded to be
sworn on the Old Testament, he should be called to the
table and desired to state why he demanded to be sworn
in that form, having been carried, Baron Rothschild
was called to the table, and the questions being put to him
by the Speaker, answered,

" Because that is the form of

swearing that I declare to be most binding on my eon-
.science."—Another motion, by Mr. Woktley, that the

Speaker should ask Baron Rothschild whether he was
willing to take the oaths required bj' law to be taken by
members of Parliament before admission to their seat,
was negatived by 118 to 104.—The adjourned debate
then proceeded ; Mr. Hume moved as an amendment,
that Baron Rothschild having presented himself at the
table and requested to be sworn on the Old Testa-

ment, declaring that form to be most binding on his con-

science, the clerk be directed to swear him on the Old
Testament accordingly.

—Sir F. Thesiger objected to

this course, but objected also to Sir R. Inglis' resolution,
there being no necessity for a resolution in affirmation
of the practice of the House. He therefore rcommended
that the resolution should be withdrawn, and Mr. Hume's
amendment discussed as a substantive motion. The
question depended upon the law of the land, and accord-

ing to existing statutes, a member could not be sworn

upon the Old Testament. In coui-ts of justice, indeed,
Jews were sworn as -n-itncsses and jurymen, but there
was no form prescribed for such judicial oaths. The
question now related, not to jridicial biit to promis-
sory oaths; and the three oaths in question were

required by a scries of acts of Parliament to be taken
in the Christian form. The early acts declare that the
oaths of allegiance and supremacy are to be made on
the Holy Evangelists, and the later acts imply the
continuance of the form of administration

;
while the act

of George I., which sets forth the oaths as they are now
taken, requires the oath of abjuration to be taken on the
true faith of a Christian. Great stress had been laid

on the Act 1 and 2 Vict., but it was merely a decla-

ratory- act to aftinn the law as it no doubt existed.

Baron Rothschild, as a Jew, could not take the oath
of abjuration as it stood, and the house had no aiithority
to alter it.—Lord John Russell agreed with Sir F.

Thesiger that the question should be treated judicially.
He believed that the ancient practice of the legislature
did not prescribe oaths to its members, and he doubted the

policy of such oaths. Baron Rothschild had offered to

take the oath in an imusual way, and there was no pre-
cedent for refusal

;
he found from the authority of Lord

Hardwickcthat a Jew who had been sworn on the Holy
Evangelists might be indicted for perjury, the Old Tes-
tament being the Evangelium of the Jew. Sir F. Thesiger
had argued that the oaths had always been taken in

the Christian form, and that it was so by positive

statute, but he had failed to make this out, and unless
some statute could be pointed out the house ought not
to insist on a form which excluded a gentknnan duly
elected. In regard to the words, "on the true faith of
a Christian," in the oath of abjuration, it had been
maintained that they ivere not of the essence of the
oath

; but he did not think the house had the power to

dispense with those words, and he should be compelled
to vote against omitting them

; though he was in favour
of the admission of Jews to the house, he thought that
no opinion of this kind ought to induce the house to
take a step •which might produce serious evils. In
conclusion, he was of opinion that Baron Rothschild
should be allowed to be sworn on the Old Testament,
but was not willing to alter the terms of the act of

abjuration without the authority of an act of parlia-
ment.—After some further remarks from Sir H. Inglis
and Mr. Osborne the debate was adjourned till the

evening: it was then resumed, the speakers being
Jlr. Anstcy and Mr Page Wood in favour of Baron
Rothschild's claim, and Mr. Stuart AVortlcy against it.—The sense of the house was then taken ; first, on the

point whether the words of Sir R. Inglis' motion
should stand part of the question put. It was resolved,
without division, (hat they should not. The amend-
ment moved by Mr. Hume was then carried by 113
to 59

;
and it was ordered that the clerk sho\ild

swear in Baron Rothschild on the Old Testament,
the cercmonj' being deferred till the following day.—
The house, in committee, considered the proposed

appropriation of MarlhormKjh Hottse for the I'rince of
Wales, during the joint lives of the Queen and himself,
and the provision of a coach-house and stables out of the
crown land' revenues.—Mr. Hume objected that the

arrangement was premature, the Prince being only nine

years old.—Lord John Russell reminded the house of
the arrangement respecting the Tenion pictures, and
said it was thought right to naake the appropriation
now, lest it should afterwards be thought that the

pictures had so long occvipied the house that it would
be wrong to give it to the Prince without having settled

it before.— Lord Seymour explained that by the

arrangement as to the stables the crown revenues would
be benefited 8007. a year. After further remarks, in

opposition to the measure, from Mr. Hume, Mr. Henley,
and Alderman Sidne;', it was caiTied by 68 to 46.—
In committee of supply on the vote of 731,2067., for

Half-pay and Retirement to Officers of the Naiy and
Marines, Mr. Hume moved that it should be reduced

by 3000/., the select committee having stated that there

are ISO admirals, and having recommended that they
should be reduced to 100 by promotion of only one as

often as three vacancies occur—Mr. Cobden, Sir James

Graham, and Mr. Henley supported the amendment,
which was opposed by Sir F. Baring and the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, and negatived by 128 to 72.

At noon on Tuesday the 30th, Baron Rothschild

presented himself at the table, and a copy of the Old
Tes-tament was handed him bj' the clerk. He axidibly

repeated, after the clerk, the oaths of allegiance and

supremacy ; and, at the close of each, put on his hat,

kissed the book, and said "
f>o help mo God." In the

oath of abjuration ; he repeated the words till the phrase
" on the true faith of a Christian," when he said " 1

omit these words as not binding on my conscience,"
and concluded as before. The Speaker then desired him
to withdraw. There were cries of "no, no," and "seat,
seat!" but ho withdrew.—Mr. Hume rose to order;
the Member for London, he said, had taken the oaths

in accordance with the vote of the preceding day, and
he moved that he should now take his seat.— The
Speaker said that the honourable member had been
directed to withdraw, because he had not taken the

last words of the oath prescribed by act of parliament.
Sir F. Thesiger moved for a new writ, and Sir R. Inglis
seconded the motion.—Mr. Page Wood contended that

the oaths having been duly taken there was no vacancy.
Even if Barcm Rothschildhad not taken the abjuration
oath he had not forfeited his seat, though he might by
act of parliament be liable in certain penalties. But
that oath had been taken ; the words omitted were not

a portion of the oath itself—not words of abjuration but

of adjuration. He argued these points at great length,

and moved that the seat of Baron Rothschild, as one of

the members for London, was full.—The Attornet-
General said he had always voted for the admission of

Jews into the House, but he could not as a Judge decide

that Baron Rothschild had taken the oath of abjuration.
Once admit the principle that this or that portion of a

legislative dii-ection might bo dispensed with to meet
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the particular notions of individuals, and there -nould be

an end of the force of law. Baron Rothschild had

objected to certain words in this particular oath, his

reason being that he did not deem them binding on his

conscience ;
admit his objection, and who could say what

other portion of the oath somebody else might not object

to on the same ground.—Mr. Hume contended that

Baron Rothschild, having taken the oaths in the

required wav, was entitled to his seal, —Sir G. Grey
was prepared to vote against the amendment which

declared the seat full, but could not say that Bai-on

Rothschild had refused to take the oath.— Sir F. The-
.SIGER considered the omission of the words amounted
to a refusal to take a substantial part of the oath ;

but

he desired to know what was the Baron's intention.—Mr
P. Wood, on the part of the Baron, said that he distinctly

refused to use the words in question.
—Mr. Roebuck

cautioned the House against supposing that the Baron's

refusal went beyond pronouncing the words in question.
He contended that the oath had been properly taken.

On a division, Mr. Page Wood's amendment was nega-
tived by 221 to 117.

"

A desultory conversation then

took place, and Lord John Russell moved the

adjournment of the debate till 12 o'clock on Thursday ;

adding,
" the Attorney-General will then propose such

a resolution as he and I shall think most conducive to

the dignity and usages of the house."-—Sir F. Thesiger

expressed his willingness to withdraw his motion or to

allow it to be negatived without a division, which was

done, and the house adjourned.
At the evening sitting. Lord John RussELL brought

before the house "the Lords' amendments on the Parlia-

mentary Voters' (Ireland) Bill, and explained his views

respecting them. The Lords had raised the franchise
j

from 8/. to 151., and ho should fi.\ it at 12/. The
15/^

rating would place the franchise in the hands of only 8

per cent, of the male population of Ireland, whereas the

12/. rating would confer it on 10 per cent. He adverted

to the Mayo election, just over, at which it appeared

that, after a severe struggle, the whole nximbcr of

electors who could be brought to the poll for one of the

most important counties of Ireland was under 2-50; and
this he adduced as an instance of the reduced state of

the Irish electoral body, and as a proof of the necessity
of such a measure as this. He would assent to the

Lords' omission of clause 2, and wo\ild dissent from
their lordships' omission of clauses 18, 19, and 21. He
strongly objected to the Lords' insertion of words

requiring the electors to demand to be placed on the

register ; indeed, he considered this a far more important
alteration than that of the amount of rating. After

some observations by Mr. French, Sir W. Somerville,
Mr. Moore, and Colonel Rawdon, Mr. Bright strongly

objected to tliis concession on the part of government.
Lord John Russell (he said) should be cautious how
he allowed small majorities in another place to override

the majorities of the house of Commons and the ministers

of the Crown on this question ; he ought to have stood

by his biU as he had brought it in if he was satisfied it

was right, instead of recurring to his perpetual but

unavailing attempt to make the two houses work

together—a thing which, under the present constitution,

they neither would nor could.—Lord John Russell
censured Mr. Bright for advancing doctrines tending to

destroy the balanced constitution of the country. He
defended the aristocracy from the charge of being an
exclusive body, and justified his conduct in malving a

compromise with the house of Lords by means of a plan
which would add 170,000 to the electoral population.
After a discussion, in which Lord John Russell's com-

promise was supported by Mr. M. O'Connell and Sir G.

Grey, and opposed by Mr. Shicl and Mr. Disraeli (who
announced his intention to sujjport the alterations

introduced by the House of Lords) the house divided on
the franchise clause, carrying the 12/. rating by 21.3 to

91. A second division took place on the question of the

restoration of the compulsory registration, when such

registration was carried by 179 to 109. The remaining
amendments were agreed to.

On Wednesday the 31st of July, Mr. Alcock's motion
for going into committee on the Siinda;/ Trading Pre-
vention Bill was met by an amcndnicnt, moved by
Mr. Anstey, that the bill should be committed that day

three months.—Sir G.Ghey' desired that the bill should
be proceeded with, but it was so strongly opposed that

Mr. Alcock proposed to withdraw the bill. This

arrangement was not agreed to, aud Mr. Anstey's
amendment was carried withoxit a division

;
the bill

being thus thrown out.—The adjourned debate on the

Latidlord and Tenant (Ireland) Bill was resumed, and
enlivened by a few personalities among the Irish

members.— Sir H. W. Barron accused Mr. Reynolds
of uttering what was false

; the Spe.^ker intimated

that such language was not in accordance with English
Parliamentary iisagc ; Sir W. H. Barron retracted, and
Mr. Reynolds said that it was not safe to use such

language in that place, as the Speaker was sure to

interfere. The bill was opposed by Mr. R. M. Fox as

worse than that of the government ; and by Sir G. Grey"
as conferring advantages on tenants without giving

corresponding ones to landlords. The debate was again

adjourned.
The Lords' amendment on the Australian Colo7iics

BiU were taken into consideration on Thursday, the

1st of August. In the outset Mr. Scott inquired
whether the government had received from New South

Wales a memorial in favour of a double chamber which
had appeared in a Colonial newspaper.

—Mr. Hawes
answered in the negative.

—Lord John Russell re-

capitulated the Lords' amendments and asked the house

to agree to them. As to the omission of the confedera-

tionclauses, the defects in them the more easily induced

ministers to abandon them, as at all events they were

not expected to come into operation for some years.
"\^Taether the provision allowing votes to the wealthy
class of squatters would give satisfiiction to the colonists,

he certainly was not able to say. The restriction put
on the legislative councils, from constituting a single

chamber "consisting of wholly elective members, he the

more readily agreed to, as if such alteration had been

attempted by the legislative councils he should have

hesitated in advising the crown to assent to it.—Mr.

Gladstone thought the bill a very unsatisfactory
measure. Its great defect arose from the amendment
of the Lords which deprived the legislative council of

New South Wales of the power to alter its own consti-

tution, and thereby adjusting the balance of power
between the crown and the colonists. He protested

against a measure which while it professed to give free

institutions maintained the control of the crown over

the legislation of the colonies, and introduced into that

legislation uncertainty and uneasiness.— Mr. Roebuck
also protested against the measure, and said his only

hope was, that when the bill arrived in the colony it

would create such discontent, that parliament would be

obliged to reconsider the subject. The amendments
were then agreed to.—Mr. F. O'Connor asked the

Secretary for" the Treasury whether it was true that a

person named Somerville, whom Mr. O'Connor described

as having been dismissed from the army, had received

any remuneration out of the public money for attending
to give evidence in reference to the Natio7ial Land

Coinpany.—Mr. Hayter said that Mr. Somerville had
not been dismissed from the army, but was at least as

respectable a person as Mr. O'Connor. He had offered

certain information connected with the inquiry, which

exhibited Mr. O'Connor's character in a light which he

(Mr. Hayter) should not take upon himself to describe ;

but Mr. "Somerville had not been paid out of the public

money for his loss of time, but out of his (Mr. Hayter's)
own pocket.

—Mr. Hume bore testimony to the character

of Mr. Somerville, and the matter dropped. In answer

to a question from Mr. Hume, Lord Paliierston

explained the nature of the British Claims on Tuscany
for injuries sustained by British subjects after the revolt

of Leghorn, and the occupation "of that city by an

Austrian corps acting as auxiliaries to the Grand Duke.

After all resistance was over, that corps plundered a

number of houses, and among them, houses belonging to

British residents and conspicuously marked as such by
the British Consul. The amount claimed was 15.30/.,

and it was hoped that Tuscany would see the justice of

the demand.
On Friday the 2nd, on the motion for the second

reading of the Crime and Oiifraye Act Continuance

(Ireland; Bill, Mr. J. O'Connell said that as it
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involved pains and penalties, it ouglit to have origi-
nated in the Commons, and not in the Lords.—The
Si'EAKEU pronounced the ohjection well founded

;

the bill was accordingly laid aside, and Lord John
Russell moved for leave to bring in a new one, stating
that he would be quite satisfied if the house would
consent to its re-enactment from the 31st of December
next to the end of the next session of parliament,
instead of four yeai'S, as originally proposed.—Mr.
Ceawford moved an amendment in opposition to the

re-inti'oduction of the bill. After some observations
from Mr. Reynolds and others, the debate was ad-

journed.—In answer to an inquiry, Sir G. Grey
informed the house that the Report of the Committee
on Smithjield Market had been sent to the Corporation
of London, who had, in reply, refused to adopt its

recommendations, as being against the rights and privi-

leges of the Corporation.
—The house then went into

Committee of Stipjjli/. On the vote of 1650^. for the

repairs of Holyrood Palace, to which Mr. Hume
objected. Lord J. Russell explained that Her Majesty
expressed a wish to occupy the sleeping apartments on
her visit to Edinburgh, and the vote was then agreed to.—On the vote of 8900^. for experiments and alterations

in the new House of Commons, the Chancellor of
THE ExcHEauER, in answer to Sir D. Norre}-s, said

it was not intended to pull down the old House of

Commons.—Mr. Hume stigmatised the whole affair

as a disgrace to the parties concerned in the erection

of the new Houses of Parliament, and more especially
tlie architect ; and Mr. Stafford complained of the

difficulty of ascertaining who was to blame, and on
nhom the respoiisibility rested. The new house was a

disgraceful failure.—The Chancellor of the Ex-
CHEaUEB observed, that the money now required would
be sufficient to make the house suitable. After some
further discussion the vote was agreed to.—Considerable
time was devoted to discussion of the vote of 30,000/.

proposed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer as

a " charitable donation
"

to the depositors of the Cuffe
Street Savings' Bank, Dublin, rendered necessary
through the "gross neglect, if not worse," of the
trustees of that bank, and the lax supervision of govern-
ment.—Sir James Grah.am opposed any vote of public

money as a charity, and in the absence of all information

urged its postponement till ne.xt session.—He was
defeated by 118 to 39, and the vote was agreed to.

At the morning sitting on Monday the 5th, the
Attorney-Gener.^l moved the resolutions which he
had prepared in the Case of Baron Rothschild. They
were, first, that Baron Rothschild is not entitled to sit

and vote in that house until he shall take the oath of

abjuration in the form appointed by law
;
and secondly,

that the house will next session take into consideration
the form of that oath, with a view to relieve Her
Majesty's subjects professing the Jewish religion. The
Attorney-General said that having considered the sub-

ject more carefully than he had done when he formerly
spoke, he had come to the conclusion that Baron
Rothschild's seat was not vacant in consequence of his

refusing to take the oath
; it would be void if he should

presume to vote, but not till then. The consequence
was, that by an idle form of oath abjuring allegiance to

a family now extinct, Baron Rothschild's constituents
were deprived of the benefit of his services in parliament.
It was incumbent on the house to pledge themselves
at the earliest opportunity next session to pass a bill for

altering a law so monstrous and absurd. The course
he proposed was beneficial to Baron Rothschild himself;
for, if he were admitted by the authority of that house

alone, it would create difficulties iu the other house,
and he believed that no lawyer earning 500/. a-ycar
would advise Baron Rothschild that he could take
his seat without incurring the Serious penalties

imposed by the act of the 1st of George I. He con-
cluded by expressing his high sense of the propriety,
firmness, and moderation manifested by Baron Roths-
child in every stage of the difiicult and unprecedented
matter.—Mr. Hume said he had no doubt as to Baron
Rothschild's legal right to take his seat ; but, if there
were doubts, the house ought not to pre-judge the

question, as the Attorney-General's resolution did, by
declaring that the Baron was not entitled to sit and vote.

He accordingly moved, as an amendment,
" that the

clerk having, as directed by the house, administered the
oaths to Baron de Rothschild upon the Old Testament,
being the form he declared most binding upon his con-

science, and the Baron having so sworn to the oath of

abjuration, with the omission of the words '

upon the
true faith of a Christian,' and doubts having arisen as

to the legal effect of his so taking the oath, it is expe-
dient next session that a law should be introduced to

declare the law, and that the house will then take into
consideration the subject of the oaths with reference to
the changes since their enactment."—Mr. Anstey sup-
ported this amendment.—Mr. Disraeli said, that as the

question had hitherto been of a strictly legal character,
he had hitherto refrained from joining in the debate

;

but the resolutions of that day departed from that
limited character. He contended that the government
was to blame for the present position of the house ; the
bill which had been brought into the house having been

delayed and abandoned, instead of being sent up to the
House of Lords after Baron Rothschild's re-election. As
to the resolutions now before the house, deeming the
first of them not extremely constitutional, and the
second not extremely politic, he should vote for neither.
He should leave the law as he found it, and if a change
was necessary let it be made in a constitutional manner.
The I'emoval of the remaining disabilities of the Jews
had received his unvarying support, and he hoped that
full justice would speedily be done to the descendants
of a race acknowledged to be sacred, and who professed
a religion acknowledged to be divine. After some
further debate in which the speakers were Sir R. Inglis,
Mr. Roebuck, Mr. Wood, the Solicitor- General, Mr.
Bright, and Mr. Goulburn, the house divided

;
when

Mr. Hume's amendment was negatived by 163 to 101
;

the first resolution of the Attorney-General was carried

by 166 to 192, and the second by 142 to 106.
At the evening sitting, in committee on the Stam}}

Duties Bill, the Ch.vncellor of the Exchequer
stated some changes proposed by him in consequence of

finding the increase of the revenue greater than he had
expected. He proposed to reduce the duty on convey-
ances altogether to one-half per cent, instead of one per
cent., and to postpone the commencement of the act till

October. The loss on the revenue by the whole remis-
sions woiild be about 500,000/. a-year. The bill was
reported : and the Customs Bill and the Marlborough
House Bill were afterwards severally reported.

—On the
third reading of the Duke of Cambridge's, &c., Ajinuitij
Bill, Mr. Hume moved that the Duke's annuity should
be 8000/. instead of 12,000/., wliich was negatived by 111
to 52.—Mr. Bright then moved that the annuity
should be reduced in proportion to any accession of
income which the Duke might receive from public
sources.—Lord John Russell objected, on the ground
that it was most inexpedient to say that, whatever

services, military or otherwise, the Duke might render,
he should receive no additional income—in other words,
that he should not render any such services to the

country. The amendment was rejected by 108 to 39,
and the bill passed.
The house having gone into committee on the Customs

Bill, Sir James Gr.\.ham objected to a clause whereby
it was proposed to give the Board of Customs unlimited

powers of making rules and regulations in lieu of the
limited powers now entrusted to it by statutes. After a

discussion, the Chancellor of the Exchequer
allowed the clause to be struck out of the bill, on the

understanding that it should be reconsidered in the

Report.
The adjourned debate on the Crime and Outrage Act

(Ireland) Continuance Bill was resumed on Tuesday
the 6th. The measure was opposed by Mr. Moore,
Mr. Scully, Mr. M'CuUagh, Mr. R. M. Fox, Mr. P.

Scrope, and Mr. Hume. Col. Rawdon, Major Blackall,
Sir Denham Norreys, and Col. Chatterton, were
inclined to the bill, in the confidence that Lord Clarendon
would execute it discreetly. The motion for leave to

bring in the bill was carried by 8-i to 24
;
and it was

brought in and read a first time.—On the order for

going into committee on the Landlord and Tenant

( Ireland No. 2) Bill, Mr. Bright intimated his intention

to oppose it in every stage, and moved to defer the
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committee for three months. A protracted discussion

took place, and some motions of adjournment were
matle, till at length, Lord Pabutrston, seeing no hope
of any result that night, proposed an adjournment of the
debate which was agreed to.

On Wednesday the 7th, Mr. G. A. Hamilton moved
the second reading of the Encumbered Estates (Ireland)
Bill, the principal object of which was to provide that
the Commissioners should sell no estate for less than
iifteen years' purchase.—The Attokney-General
moved the second reading that day three months,
objecting both to its principle and its details. It

proceeded on a misapprehension of the act of last

session
; assuming that the sales of estates by virtue of

that act were at an under value, whereas hitherto no
sale had taken place at au uuder v;Jue. The bill was
an attempt at one-sided legislation ; he regretted that
such a bill had been sent down from the House of Lords,
and above all that it had emanated from Irish landlords,
since it afforded encouragement to proprietors to let

their lands at extravagant rents iu order to evade
contracts and defeat their creditors.—Mr. French
warmly defended the Irish landlords.—Mr. St.u^ford

thought the best course was to let the act of la.st session
work its way.—Mr. Bright enumerated various bills

passed by the other house this session, the main object
of which was to benefit the landlords by enabling them
to get rid of the occujjiers and seize what they have for

the landlord's rent. The present bill was to give them
more power of getting rent, and to prevent the payment
of their just debts. After some further discussion,
Mr. Hamilton declined to press the question to a
division

;
the amendment was agreed to, and the bill

consequently is lost.

On the third reading of the Consolidated Fund
Appropriation Bill, on Thursday the 8th, Mr. Bernal
raised a conversation on the defective stateof the regula-
tions for the Iinmiyration of Africans into the West
India Colonies. He observed that, at present, contracts
were limited to a year ;

but that in the first year, from
sickness, and the immigrant's not being inured to labour,
there was frequently a loss to the employer ;

an evil that

might be remedied by making the contract for three

years.
—Mr. Hawe.s said that Lord Grey had already

sanctioned contracts for three years in British Guiana
and Trinidad, and would, of course, be quite prepared to

do so in Jamaica. The immigi-ation of free labour from
Africa had proved a failure ; but this was not the case

with the immigration of Coolies. Many requests had
been made to renew it, and arrangements had been made
to comply with those requests. Arrangements had also

been made, iu consequence of communications with Dr.

Gutzlatf, for introducing free Chinese immigrants into

Trinidad.
On the second reading of the Criine and Outrage Act

(Ireland) Continua7ice Bill, Mr. Sharman Crawford,
denouncing it as an unconstitutional measure, moved the
second reading that day three mouths. He was seconded
in his opposition by Mr. Anstey, Mr. R. M. Fo.x, Mr.

Reynolds, Mr. Hume, and Mr. Roche. Sir G. Grey
defended the biU, and the second reading was carried by
89 to 26.

Sir G. Grey inquired if Mr. Hamilton intended to

persevere with his Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Bill
this session, intimating that the government could not

agree to it even after considerable amendment. Mr.
Hamilton yielded, and on the motion of Mr. Reynolds
the order for second reading was discharged.
On the third reading of the Customs Bill, the Chan-

cellor OF THE Exchequer reproduced the clause which
he had allowed on Tuesday to be provisionally struck
out.—Mr. Hume objecting, the house divided, and the
clause was carried by .30 to U. The bill then passed.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer announced,

with expressions of much regret, the withdrawal of the

Savings' Banks Bill, there being no hope of being able
to carry it through this session.

On Friday the 9th, the motion for going into com-
mittee on the Crime and Outrage Act (Ireland) Con-
tinuance Bill was opposed by Mr. Reynolb.s, who
moved its commitment that day three months. This led

to another debate on the merits of the measure
;
after

which the house resolved to go into committee by 82

against 34.—In committee, Mr. MooRF, moved, as an
amendment to the first clause, that the duration of the
bill be limited to one year.

—Some discussion ensued, in

the course of which Lord John Russell said that this

was a bUl for the discouragement ofmurder, and its con-
tinuance for a somewhat longer period than a year was
requisite in order to have a beneficial efiect in repressing
that horrible crime. On a division the amendment was
negatived by 75 to 34.

The house resumed the debate on Mr. Hume's motion
for a Royal C'ommission of Inquiry into the proceedings
of Sir Henry Ward as governor of the Ionian I.slands.

The motion was supported by Lord Dudley Stuart, Mr.
Bright, Colonel Thompson, and Mr. Anstey, who
denounced Sir Henry Ward's conduct in strong language.
He was defended by Mr. Hawes, Lord John Russell,
Col. Dunne, Lord Claude Hamilton, and Sir De Lacy
Evans, and the motion was negatived by 84 to 13.

Mr. MacKinnon informed the house, that five of its

oflieers had been seriously indisposed by complaints such
as usually arise bora ExJialations from Draim or Gi-ave-

yards. He asked if a stop was to be put to the escape of

eftiuvium from the drains opened in the vicinity of the
house ?—Lord Ebrington said it was unfortunately
true that eight of the officers of the house had been
seized with diarrhoea ; but that ailment was general
in the metropolis, and he believed the drain had nothing
to do with it. He hinted that St. Margaret's Church-

yard contained the source of the evil.

On Monday the 12th, Sir B. Hall took a retrospect of

the Business of the House during the session, founded
on returns lately made in consequence of his motion to

that effect. He entered into many details respecting
the number and length of the sittings, the quantity of

time occupied by a variety of bills wliich had been
withdrawn or abandoned, and contrasted the amount of

time and labour bestowed by the house, with the com-

paratively small amount of business actually done.

Much of this e\'il he ascribed to the manner in which
the government measures were conducted ; and he hoped
that means would be taken for remedying it. He
concluded formally with a motion for fiirthcr papers.
Lord John Russell defended both the house and the

government, and thought it matter of some surprise
that so many important measures had been accomplished
this session.—Mr. Bright and Mr. Stafford made
some remarks, and Sii- B. Hall withdrew his motion.—
Mr. Hu:me moved that the evidence taken before the

Ceylon Committee be printed.—Mr. Haaves opposed the

motion, on the ground that the proposition of printing
the evidence had been rejected by the committee itself;

and moved that the evidence be referred to the colonial

secretary and the members of the Government.—Su'

James Hogg supported the amendment, deprecating
incidental remarks on Lord Torrington's conduct when
that .subject was not fairly before the house.—Mr. Hume,
in reply, stated that the first step he shoidd take next
session would be to bring this subject again before the

house
;

and he should persevere in carrying out his

tlireat to direct the Attorney-General to prosecute Lord

Torrmgton. With this understanding, he would not

divide the house upon his present motion.—Mr. Hawes's
amendment was therefore carried without division.

On Wednesday the 14th, Mr. Larouchere stated, in

answer to a question, that the Report of the Committee
on the late Post Ojfice 7?e(/i«fa</o»« had just been printed
and laid on the table, but that the government could
not take any measures respecting it till they had duly
considered its contents.

Mr. Larouchere, on the following day, Thursday the

15th, gave further information on the above subject.
He explained that the report recommended that the

late regulations suspending the transmission and delivery
of letters on the Sunday should be repealed, and that

the Post Office should revert to the transmission and

delivery of letters on Sunday, with such alterations as

might ensure to persons in the employ of the Post Office

as much time to themselves on Sundays as should be
found consistent with a due regard to the paramount
interests of the public. He could not say precisely what
course the Treasury would adopt, but he anticipated
that the Treasury would be ready to carry the recom-
mendations of the committee into effect.—Mr. Locke
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expressed his gratification at this announcement, and
hoped that the Treasury would act upon the report at

the earliest practicahle moment.—The yeoman Usher of
the Black Rod having informed the house that her

Majesty commanded their attendance in the House of

Peers, the Speaker repaired thither accompanied by all

the members present. He returned with a copy of Her
Majesty's speech, which he read, and the members
separated.

PROGKESS OF BUSINESS.

Souae of Lords.—July 29th. Koyal assent to a number of
Bills.

30th.—Address in answer to the Queen's message respecting
Marlborough House.

August 2nd.— Jlercantilc Marine Bill read a second time.
5th.—Koyal assent to a number of Bills.—Public Libraries aud

Museums Bill pas.sed through Committee.
6th.— Parliamentaiy Voters (Ireland) Bill, as altered by the

Commons, agreed to.

8th.— Ecclesiastical Commission Bill, Commons' amendments
agreed to.—Mercantile Marine (No. 2) Bill considered in Com-
mittee.

9th.—Prince of Wales' Provision Bill read a second time.
12th.— Medical Charities Bill read a second time and with-

drawn.—Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Bill read a third time
and passed.—Crime and Outrage (Ireland) Bill (No. 2) read a
first time.—Friendly Societies Bill read a second time.—Mercan-
tile Marine Bill, and Duke of Cambridge's Annuity BiU read a
third time and passed.

13th.—Breach of privilege, Messrs. Cream and Gage com-
mitted to Newgate.—Crime and Outrage (Ireland) Bill (No 2)
carried throughremaining stagBS audpassed.—Friendly Societies
Bill passed through Committee.

14th.—Royal assent given to a number of public and private
Bills.

loth.—Royal assent to various Bills.—Queen's speech pro-
roguing parliament.

House vf Commons.—July 26th. Baron Rothschild claimed
his seat for London.—Poor Relief Bill read a tliird time and
passed.

29th.—Baron Rothschild, oaths administered, and proceedings
thereon.— Parliamentary Voters (Ireland) Bill, Lords' amend-
ments on the Franchise negatived by 213 to 91

;
on the Registry

by 179 to 109.—New writ for Lambeth.
31st.—Sunday Trading Preventiou BiU thrown out.

August 1.—Australian Colonies Bill, Lords' amendments
agreed to.—Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Bill read a second
time.

2nd.—Crime and Outrage Act (Ireland) Bill withdrawn, and
new one brought in.—Committee of Supply.—Inspection of Coal
Mines Bill read a second time.
5th.— Baron Rothschild, Attorney-General's resolutions car-

ried.—Stamp Duties BiU and Customs Bill in Committee.—Duke
of Cambridge's Annuity BiU read a tliird time and passed.

—
Public Health (Ireland) Bill withdrawn.—Customs Bill in Com-
mittee.

6th.—Crime and Outrage Act (Ireland) Continuance Bill read
a first time.— Landlord aud Tenant Bill, debate on goiug into
Committee.
7th.— Encumbered Estates (Ireland) Bill thrown out on second

reading—Stamp Duties Bill and Marlborough House Bill read
a third time aud passed.—General Board of Health (No. 3) BiU
read a second time.— Bill to tacilitate transfer of Loans for Irish

Improvements brought in by the Chancellor of the E.xchei|uer.
8th.—Crime and Outrage Acts (Ireland) Continuance BiU read

a second time.—Landlord and Tenant (No. 2) Bill abandoned by
Mr. Hamilton.—Administratidn of Criminal Justice Improve-
ment BiU, Chief Justice Salaries BiU, and Savings' Banks BiU,
withdrawn by ministers.—Customs BiU read a third time and
passed.
9th.—Crime and Outrage Act (Ireland) Continuance BiU in

Committee.—Ionian Islands, Mr. Uiune's motion for Inquiry
negatived.
12th.—Crime and Outrage (Ireland) Bill (No. 2) read a third

time and passed,— Ecclesiastical Commission BiU, Lords' amend-
ments considered and agreed to.—Copyright of Designs Act
Amendment BiU read a tliird time and passed.—Improvement
of Towns (Ireland) Bill read a second time.-Union of Liberties
with Counties BiU read a third time and passed.

15th.—Report of Sunday Post Office Committee presented.
—

Prorogation of Parliament.

Ihe commissioners appointed to inquire into the Ber/xt-
lations respecting Stinchnj Labour in the Post Office
have made a report to the Treasury, in which, after

pointing out the grave inconveniences caused by the
late suspension of all Sunday deliveries, thoy recommend,
with regard to the London post-otiice, that the system
which was in force at the time of the recent order, and
has not been afiected by it, should be continued; and
that, with regard to the provincial post-offices, a delivery

of letters on the Sunday should be resumed, subject to

certain restrictions calculated to diminish the amount of

Sunday labour. It is provided that there shall be only
one delivery and one collection, and that the delivery be
made at such a time as shall not interfere with the
hours of Divine Service, especially of morning ser\'ice.

A parliamentary paper has been issued, containing a
statement by the commissioners for the Hale of Encum-
bered Estates in Ireland, of their proceedings under the
act. It appears that they have sold more than half-a-

million's worth of property, aud of that sum they hope
to distribute the entire in their court, with the exception
of 25,000/., which may be transferred to the Court of

Chancery. About 100,000/. has been already distributed.
The commissioners hope without any assistance from

any other court to distribute 200,000/. before vacation,
and 200,000/. more in the month of October

; they add,
" that there is no part of their practice which gives the

public such satisfaction as the readiness with which

payments are made when the rights of parties are

correctly ascertained."
The sittings of the great Tenant Right Conference

in Dublin commenced on the 6th, in the City Assembly
House. The attendance of delegates from the various

parts of Ireland was very numerous, including many
Roman Catholic priests and Presbyterian clergymen.
Dr. M'Knight, the Editor of the Banner of Ulster, was
called to the chair. Resolutions were passed affirming
the following general principles :

" That a fair valuation

of rent between landlord and tenant in Ireland is indis-

pensable. That the tenatit should not be disturbed in

his possession, so long as he pays the rent fi.\.ed by the

proposed law. That the tenant should have a right to

sell his interest, with all its incidents, at the highest
market value. That when the rent has been fixed by
valuation, no rent beyond the valued rent shall be
recoverable by any process of law. That cases of minors,
and other exceptional cases, be considered hereafter,
on any measure to be introduced into parliament. That
an equitable valuation of land for rent should divide

between the landlord and tenant the net profits of

cultivation, in the same way as profits would be divided

between the partners in any other business, when one
of them is a dormant partner and the other the working
capitalist who takes upon him the whole risk." At the

second day's meeting, on the 7th, a long discvissiou took

place on the principle of a compulsory valuation. The

following resolutions were affirmed :

" That the valua-

tion, when once made, shall be permanent. That

every seven years there may, on the demand of either

landlord or tenant, be a re-adjustment of the rent,

payable under the valuation, according to the rise or

fall of the prices of agricultural produce." The closing

meeting was held on the 8th, when it was resolved that

a Tenant League should be formed, to hold its meetings
in Dublin.
A great Synod of lioman Catholic Prelates and Clergy

has assembled at Thurles, and commenced its proceedings
on the 22nd, with a splendid ceremonial in the Roman
Catholic Cathedral of St. Patrick. In the sermon

preached by the right Rev. Dr. Blake, the objects of

the Synod were described to be, "to hold council together
for the settling of controversies, for the extirpation of

abuses, for the improvement of morals and discipline,

for devising and establishing whatever means can tend to

the greater glory of fJod, the better education of the

people, the peace and harmony of society, and the

salvation of souls." The next general meeting was
fixed for the 29th. the bishops and divines being

engaged in the meantime in the discussion of the subject

submitted to them, and having subdivided themselves

into committees for that pur])ose.
The engine-drivers and firemen employed on the

Eastern Counties Railway, have Resigned in a body ;

having previously held a meeting, at which it was

resolved, before taking this step, to state their grievances
to the directors. They complained of the conduct of

Mr. Gooch, the new "locomotive superintendent, as

arbitrary and unjust, and demanded his dismissal. The
director.s refused compliance, and, on their resignation,

replaced them with new hands. The matter was

brought before the half yearly areneral meeting of share-

holders on the 22nd, when" Mr. Betts the chairman
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made a statement justifying the conduct of Mr. Gooch,

imputing to the men an intention to overbear the

company's authorities by preconcerted combination, and

accusing them of attempting by various devices to impede
the working of the engines by the new men. The

general, if not unanimous sense..of the meeting, was in

favour of the conduct of Mr. Gooch. Immediately after

the meeting, about thirty of the late engine-drivers,
who had attended it, held a meeting in the neighbour-
hood in order to canvass Mr. Betts's statement. They
indignantly denied the charge of obstructing the working
of the engines by their successors, and resolved that

details properly vouched should be forwarded to Mr.
Betts in support of their case.

A Dinner was given by the Fishmongers' Company to

her Majesty's ministers on the 1st instant. The leading
members of the cabinet were prevented from attending,
and tlie principal speaker was Lord Brougham, who
gave the company some old renuniscences :

—" Whether
it has come to pass that you are better than in former

years
—as good as you were in 1820—I know not ; but I

care a great deal. I hope you are better—I hope that

you are now as I remember you in 1820. Now, I put
this case to you. If you now applaud what I am going
to say, you will be as in 1820

;
if not, you are corrupted

with Court influence. I was made a Fishmonger in
1820—1 glory in the reason why I was made one. Don't
be ashamed of your good deeds ; don't look back with
shame upon the brightest period of your history ;

be not
courtiers because your friends are in office

; don't be
ashamed of what you did in favour of an oppressed
queen against an aggressive king and his minions of
ministers Ah, I see

; you are far from having
the same feeling you had in 1820. Honours corrupt
manners—that is an old proverb ; being in power is a

dangerous thing to public virtue." The latter part of
this effusion produced much laughter.
A return has been printed by order of the House of

Commons, of the number of persons, male and female,
tried in the United Kingdom for Murder by Poison,
from the year 1839 to 1849, both inclusive. The number
of persons so tried in England and Wales during the
ten years was 154, viz., G9 males, and 85 females

;
the

number of convictions on either charge was 66. The
number of trials, male and female, in 1839, was 13, and
the convictions 4; and in 1849 they were respectively
14 and 5. In Scotland the trials for murder by poison,
since 1839, have been only 9, 2 males and 7 females

;

the convictions were 3. The trials for attempts to

murder were 6, 3 males and 3 females
;
convictions 4.

In Ireland the trials amounted to 56 ; 25 males and 31

females, and the convictions were 13. In 1839 there
occurred only one conviction in Ireland for murder by
poisoning; in 1841 there were 5 convictions against 10

persons accused. In 1849 the number of indictments
was 13, 7 males and 6 females, and the convictions 3.

NARRATIVE OF LAW AND CRIME.
William Ross, a youth of nineteen, was tried at the
York Assizes, on the 20th of July, for the Murder of fa's

Wife by poison. He had quarrelled violently with his

wift's relations, and had vowed vengeance against all

the family ; and, on the 16th of May last, he bought
five ounces of arsenic at Ashton-under-Lyne. !Mrs. Ross
was entered in two burial clubs: from one, a penny club,
4:1. would be paid at her death

;
from the other, a club

at the mill where she worked, 61. 6s. On the 17th of

May, Ross quarrelled with his wife, and was heard to

say to her,
" Thou 's worth more dead than quick;"

On the 28th of May, the wife was taken very ill with
the symptoms of poisoning, and she died on the 30th.
The prisoner would not let a doctor be fetched, but
said he would go himself; then he reported that
the doctor was not at home, but that he had left a

message for him — the i^act was, Ross never went to

him. He removed his wife from one room to an-

other, and cleared away all traces of the matters he
had thrown ofl' her stomach. Immediately after her

death, he sent to inquire about the burial-club money.
He had talked of going to America if his wife died.
When arrested, he made varying statements. A post-

moi'tem examination showed a large quantity of arsenic
in the viscera. The jury soon found a verdict of Guilty.
The prisoner exclaimed,

" Not guilty, my Lord ! not

guilty, my Lord!" The judge told him that liis pro-
testations of innocence were useless

;
his guilt had been

but too clearly proved—"all who have heard the evidence
in the case must have in their minds the conviction that

yours was the hand which administered the fatal draught,
and I am as much persuaded of the fact as if I had seen
it with my own eyes." The prisoner paid the greatest
attention to the judge, and again loudly exclaimed, with
extended anns,

"
I am not guilty, my Lord ! I am not

guilty of the crime !

" In consequence of circumstances
which seemed to throw doubts on his guilt, petitions
were presented praj'ing for further inquii-y, and a week's

reprieve of execution was granted for that purpose. ^But
the result was not favourable

; [and the criminal was
executed at York on the 17th.

At the same Assizes, on the 26th of July, William
Chadwick, a potter, was tried for the Murder of Samuel
Tunnicliffe. The prisoner had married the grand-niece
of Tunnicliffe, who was a hale old man of 70, possessed
of some freehold property. The couple persuaded the
old man to come and live with them. Chadwick em-

ployed a neighbouring attorney to prepare a deed of gift
of the old man's property in favour of him and his wife.

He bought sugar of lead, saying it was to cure his

mother's bad leg, though he had no mother; he after-

wards bought arsenic, and he and his wife went together
into a shop and bought croton oil and linseed oil. The
old man was taken ill

;
and a neighbour summoned to

his bed-side, found him dead with a pen in liis hand and
the deed of gift before him. At the inquest Chadwick
made a statement in which he charged his wife with the
act of poisoning the old man admitting his knowledge
of them. At the trial the jury found him guilty as

accessory before the fact, and recommended him to

mercy. The judge demanded upon what ground ? The
foreman said that they considered there was some con-

spiracy with the wife, the wife getting the poison with
the husband's assistance and administering it with his

knowledge. His Lordship told them that they must
find him guilty of murder if they thought he advised
the giving of poison. They brought in [a verdict of

Guilty accordingly ; and the judge passed sentence of
death. His execution was fixed for the l7th ; but he
received a reprieve during pleasure.
A distressing Suicide was committed on the 29th of

July, at Shipston-on-Stowe, by a lady named Elizabeth

Rccs, who had lately opened a seminary for young
ladies with excellent recommendations. On the morn-

ing of the above day, a servant, going into an out-house,
discovered her hanging, and quite dead. An inquest
was held on her body, when it appeared that she had
lost a considerable sum of money by vmfortunate railway
investments

;
and this, with some disappointments in

regard to the opening of the school, had doubtless

impelled her to commit the awful act. It also appeared
that her friends had, in the course of Fi'iday or Saturday,
posted a letter addressed to her and calculated to ease
her mind regarding her future prospects. This letter,

however, owing to the stoppage of postal communication
on Sunday," did not arrive in Shipston until late on

Monday. Its timely arrival might have saved her life.

The jury found a verdict of Temporary Insanity.
In the House of Lords, on the 30th of July, Lord

Brougham gave judgment in the case of Paterson v

Patersoti, appealed from the Court of Session in Scot-
land. It was a suit of separation a mensu et thoro, at

the instance of a wife against her husband. A young
man named Paterson, in possession of a good estate being
in difficulties, applied to a Mr. Russell for assistance,

offering, at the same time, his hand to Mr. Russell's

daughter. Mr. Russell lent Mr. Paterson 2000/., and
]\Ir. Paterson married the young lady. The marriage,
almost from the outset, was unhappy. The liusbaud

treated his wife with coldness and neglect, making no

complaint of her conduct, but blaming himself to her

family for their unhappiuess ; attributing it "exclusively
to his fixed and unconquerable depression of spirits, and

consequently, to the neglect of those attentions which a
wife has an undoubted right to expect from the man to

whom she is united." This candid view of his own con-
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duct had no effect in inducing him to amend it
;
on the

contrary, it got worse and worse. He ceased to hold any
kind of intercourse with her, never entered her apart-

ment, and never spoke to her. He treated her in the

most insolent and contemptuous manner before the ser-

vants ; prevented her from visiting or being visited by
any of her acquaintances or neighbours ; and frequently
left home for w'eeks together without leaving her a

farthing to provide necessaries. The poor wife, secluded

from societjf, treated, as she says, with utter want of

affection, subject to harshness and cruelty from her hus-

band, and to scorn, contempt, or pity, from her servants,
found her life in Scotland insupportable, and felt herself

compelled to quit her husband's house, which she did in

April, 1844, little more than eight months after her

marriage. It does not appear that the husband ever

made the least attempt to induce her to return. In May,
1844, her fi'iends instituted a suit in the Session Court of

Scotland, praying for a decree of separation a mensa et

thoro, and for a suitable alimony. The judges com-

menting most severely on the conduct of the husband,
found and decreed as follows:—"That she may have
full liberty and freedom to live separately from the said

Duncan Campbell Paterson, and to separate herself from

him, d mensd et thoro, in all time coming ; also they de-

cerned and ordained the husband to make payment to

the pursuer of the sum of 300/. sterling yearly, or such
other sum as should be found reasonable for support and
aliment to her." Against the decision of the Scottish

Court the husband appealed to the House of Lords. J\lr.

Paterson's counsel urged "that a want of sympathy
between a husband and wife was not, by the law of

Scotland, sufficient ground to warrant the granting a

divorce « mensa et thoro." It was contended on the

other side, that " an excess of cruelty was proved which

fully justified the whole decree." Lord Brougham,
however, held that the circumstances established on the

part of the wife, though extremely painful to her, did

not amount to acts of cruelty sufficient to warrant a

separation a mensa et thoro, and therefore decided in

favour of the husband, reversing the judgment of the

Scottish Court.

At the Newcastle Assizes, on the 31st of July, Patrick
Forbes was tried for the Murder of his Wife. He was
a labourer, with a wife and four children. Both were
of intemperate habits, and, when drunk, the husband
had often been heard to threaten his wife's life. On
the 22nd of March last, the couple got drunk together,
in which state they w-cut to bed. During the night the

family, and a neighbour who was in the house, were
alarmed by a cry ; and the woman was found dead,
murdered by her husband in a manner too shocking for

description. The case being fully proved, the prisoner
was con\icted and sentenced to death. While the jury
were deliberating, a great sensation was produced by a

dispute between the judge (Mr. Justice Wightman)
and some of the county justices. His Lordship, wishing
to consult his colleague Justice .Cresswell, who was

sitting in the other court, found that the door of com-
munication between them was locked. This door leads

into the grand jury room, which is situated between the

two court-rooms. A meeting of justices was sitting in the

gi'and jury room, and they refused to allow the door to

be opened. His Lordship oi'dered the High Sheriff to

open the door, and break it open if necessary. The door
then opened, and several gentlemen entered the court

through it. The foremost, who was stated to be Sir

Charles Monck, addressing the judge, told him that the

justices were sitting on county business in the grand jury
room, and could not have the door opened ;

he added
that the judges had not by statute any particular place

assigned to them, and might be removed to a public-house
if necessary. The following dialogue then took place :

—
His Lordship. At present, I being one of the Justices of

Assize for the county of Korthumberland, as well as for

the town and county of Newcastle, propose to have
sufficient access to this court, and I propose to have that
door open. Sir C. Monck. We can't have it open.
His Lordship. But I will have it open ;

and I will fine

any one who opposes its being opened. Sir C. Monck.
Then we must leave it to your lordship's discretion to

fine us. We can't have it opened. His Lordship. Then
I desire that that door be left open. Sir C. Monck. We

can't have it, my lord—we are using it ourselves. We
can't have it. The Queen's justices are using it. His
Lordship. But I supersede your authority. Sir C.
Monck. We can't have it—we are sitting in petty sessions.
His Lordship. Then I shall order the High Sheriff to

open that door. I am here on the county business
under the Queen's commission. Sir. C. Monk. That
room can't be made a lobby or a passage. His Lordship.
Suppose I wish to consult with my brother Cresswell,
as I do, on this case ? Sir C. Monck. There is a way out
round. (Pointing to the ordinary passages of the court,
which were densely crowded.) His Lordship. Oh!
round there. I cannot enter into this unseemly dispute.
You will at your own peril refuse what I have requested.
Sir C. Monck. Wc did not raise the dispute. His
Lordship. Yes, you are doing so. Sir C. Monck. Well,
if you choose to exercise your own authority, you must
do so. His Lordship. I do so. Sir C. Monck. If you
choose to break tlirough wliat subordinate authority we
have you must do so. His Lordship. Then, perhaps,
the better way would be, instead of your raising the

unseemly noise of the High Sheriff breaking open the
doorbymy order, that you shouUVnow make all the protest
you can and retire. Sir C. Monck. Oh, no

; that won't
do

;
we are using the room. His Lordship. I wish at

this moment to pass through. Sir C. Monck. Speci-
ally we will permit it. His Lordship. Is the High
Sheriff here ? The High Sheriff here stepped forward,
and preceding his lordship, immediately led the way
through the disputed door, followed by his lordship.
This unseemly altercation, in the middle of a trial for

murder, the wretched criminal in the dock having fallen

back almost insensible while his fate was depending on
the deliberation of the jurj^, excited the strongest feeling
of general disgust.

Hall's Divorce Bill was read a third time in the
house of Lords on the 2nd. This case was of a peculiar
character. The divorce was sought by the wife. She
had been clandestinely married. Her husband left her
the same day, and went abroad with anotlier woman,
with whom he cohabited for some time, and afterwards
married her. Lord Brougham, in moving the third

reading of the biU, said that the House of Lords had
adopted the course of not granting divorces upon the

petition of the wife except in cases where very peculiar
circumstances existed

; but that divorce was granted
because of the very unusual circumstances, by which
the case was distinguished

—
namely, that a young lady

had been led into a clandestine marriage with a young
man who had returned her to her home and left her on
the day of the marriage ;

that there had been no consum-
mation of the marriage ; and that the husband had,
without any further interview or any further communi-
cation with that young lady, contracted another marriage,
thereby depriving his first wife of all the comforts and of
aUthe enjoyments of domestic life which a young lady in
the marriage state had a right to look for. If that husband
had committed this felony upon this side of the Channel
he would most undoubtedly have been tried, convicted,
and punished.
The Birds, man and wife, who were some months

since tried for the murder of the poor workhouse gii'l,

Mary Anne Parsous, by cruel usage when in their

service, and acquitted of that charge, wei-e again tried

at Exeter Assizes, on the oth, for the minor offences of

Wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm, and
of a common assault. The plea of their previous
acquittal was brought forward in defence, it being
contended that the present charges had been included in

the indictment on the previous trial. On the other hand
it was maintained, that the assaults now charged were
not identical with tlie murderous assaults of which they
had been acquitted. A verdict was given for the crown,
the judge having reserved a point of law in the prisoner's
favour. But he refused to admit them to bail while
the decision of this point is pending.
At the Staifbrd assizes, the trial of a cause, Bain-

brigge versus Bainbriggc, occupied the court five days,
and its complicated circumstances might furnish matter
for a novel. It was to try the Validity of a Will,

alleged to have been made by an insane person under
eircxmistanees of fraud. Mr. Thonuis Bainbrigge, the

testator, was a gentleman of ancient family and large



estates. An early disappointmeut in love affected his

mind and drove him into a life of seclusion. He was a

man of intellect, taste, and polished manners, but eccen-

tric in his conduct. An illicit connexion with his

housekeeper brought him a daughter, to whom he be-

came much attached ; his housekeeper proved faithless,

and she was banished ; but the child was educated in a

costh' manner, and as she grew up was introduced to

society, and well received, as his own daughter. At her

age of thirteen, he made a will, entailing her estates on
her and her issue ;

but at si.xteen she went astray with
the coachman, to her father's e.vcessive but not unre-

lenting indignation. A child was born in 1803, in her
father's house

;
received the name of Marianne, and

soon secured his eccentric affections. But two years
after, his daughter made a second faux-pas ; became

pregnant by Arnold, a young farmer, eloped with him,
and mai-ried him : Arnold's father was one of Bain-

brigge's tenants, and there was an inveterate quarrel
between them on the subject of game. He made a fresh

will, in which he cut off Mrs. Arnold witliout a shilling,
and resettled all his estates on her first daughter
Marianne, who was brought up under his roof. In 1815,
when he lived in Derby, he had a fall from his horse,
the consequence of which was that his eccentricity be-

came almost insanity. From having been a man of

elegant exterior, with a most precise as well as a sump-
tuous household, he became neglectful ofhis person even
to filthiness, and his household arrangements became
revolutionised. The carriage in which he drove out
was covered with the dirt of fowls that roosted in it ; his

driver was a labourer in a smock, immediately from the

farm-yard and dung-heap ;
he carried home the carcase

of an ox on the roof of his carriage ; pigeons gained
access to his library, and built among costly books—
" a capital place for them," said he

;
and a horse that

offended him he tried, convicted and sentenced to trans-

portation, but, by commutation of the punishment, kept
it in solitary dark confinement seven years. His grand-
daughter Marianne was taught the most depraved
language and obscene conduct, and encouriiged by him
to exliibit this in public—her notorieties giving him
great delight, and eliciting the remark that she was " a

chip of the old block." Nevertheless, during the height
of this extravagant and almost maniacal conduct, it was
proved by his brother magistrates that he was a keen
and sagacious magistrate, and to all appearance, in theii-

society, no more than an exti-avagantly eccentric gen-
tleman. So matters continued till tlie loth of June 1818,
when an excessive indulgence in braudy-di-inking, to

which he was addicted, brought him to his death-bed
;

and Mr. Blair, his solicitor, a man of high professional
station and character, was sent for to make his will.

This gentleman drew a testament which gave the rever-

sion; of the estates—to the prejudice of the testator's

nephew and heir-at-law, to persons whom the testator
had regarded with the utmost aversion, namely—after

the death of his grand-daughter Marianne and her issue

to the sons of his daughter Mrs. Arnold. Marianne
like her mother, had run away at sixteen, and had
two childi-en

;
but she and her children were dead,

and the question of succession arose between the
testator's heir-at-law and the fiimily of the Arnolds in
whose favour the will had been made. It was declared

by some of the attesting witnesses, that the testator was
never conscious from the day he took to his bed, on
Monday the 15th of June, till his death on the next
Saturday ; and that Mr. Blair guided his hand to sign
the will, when ho was in a state of dying stupor. Mr.
Blair himself took advantages under the will, and the
testator's relations were kept from seeing the deceased

during the whole of his last illness. After the death,
when the will was read over, the youngest brother of
the deceased, then Captain now Majoi--General Bain-

brigge, saw the original full of Ijlanks and pencil inter-
lineations ; when, after years of foreign service, he came
home and went to Doctors' Commons, he found the

original will so different a document in appearance, that
he believed it to be one substituted for that which was
read over to the relatives in 1S18. On the other hand,
respectable clerks, who were in ISIr. Blair's employment
when he drew the will, swore to having written the
original document, and to the identity of the original

with the one now in Doctors' Commons. Lord Campbell's
opinion in summing up was favourable to the good
faith of Mr. Blair, and the validity of the will

;
but the

verdict of thejury was in favour of the plaintiff, the heir-
at-law.

In the Arches Court on the 6th the Rev. Mr.Gorham
wasformally admitted into the Vicarage of Brampford
Speke.—The society called the "

Metropolitan Church
Union" had prepared an adch-ess to the Archbishop of.

Canterbury, praying him to prevent Mr. Gorham's in-

stitution to the living, and had requested his grace to

permit a deputation to wait upon him for its presenta-
tion

;
the Archbishop returned an answer to the effect,

that as the address proposed that he should assiune to

himself the authority of reversing the sentence of the

legitimate tribunals, and that he should deny to Mr.
Gorham a right to which he is declared to be legally
entitled, he (the Archbishop) could not receive the

address, and must decline naming a time for its presen-
tation.—On Sunday the 11th, Mr. Gorham was inducted
into the living in the presence of a numerous congrega-
tion

;
and thus has terminated the celebrated Gorham

Case. It may, however, be revived ;
for the Bishop of

Exeter has written a letter to the church-wardens of

Brampford Speke, in which, after denouncing the doc-
trines of Mr. Gorham, he concludes ;

—" You have,
already, too strong reason to apprehend that your new
vicar may endeavour to spread the poison of heresy
among his people by denying the efficacy of the holy
sacrament of baptism to baptised infants ; and, there-

fore, I now charge j'ou, if you ever hear such false

doctriue flow from him, that you note his words accu-

rately, and report them to me, or to the archdeacon,
without delay."
At Monmouth Assizes on the 7th, two young Irish-

men named Murphy and Sullivan were convicted of the
Murder of Jane Lewis on the 3rd of April. She was a

poor old womaH, and was murdered on her way home
from market, the ruffians having apparently mistaken
her for another woman who had been receiving money
there. They were apprehended near Gloucester, imme-
diately after they had robbed an old gentleman named
Meredith on the highway, and beaten him till they left

him for dead. They were condemned to death, and
heard their sentence unmoved.
In the Court of Banlu-uptcy, on the 9th, judgment

was given on the application of Mr. Alario Watts, a

gentleman well known in the literary world, for a

Certificate. A first-class certihcate was granted ;
Mr.

Commissioner Fane expressing his sense of the perfect

integrity and propriety of Mr. Watts's conduct. The
Commissioner quoted an interesting trait ofthe generosity
of Sir Robert Peel from a statement made by Mr. Watts.
After mentioning that Sir Robert Peel had, without any
application from him, appointed his son to a place under
Government, 'Mr. Watts added,

" A few months only
before his death, having been induced to make inquiries

respecting me, from having been told by Mr. Christie,
that my portraits of Mrs. Siddous by Sir Thomas Law-
rence, and of Sir Walter Scott by Leslie (portraits well
known by amateurs), were for sale, he wrote me a letter,
which he despatched to me in the Queen's Bench, by
the hands of his private secretary, conceived in a spii'it

of the most delicate generosity, offering me any pecuniary
aid which might tend to alleviate the discomfort of my
situation."—"

I could not resist," .said the Commissioner,
" the pleasure of giving publicity to this additional proof
of the private virtues of our great statesman, and I do
so the more because I hope that the opinion so impliedly
given by so great a man, in favour of Mr. Watts, may
come in aid of the judgment I am now pronouncing,
which is, that Mr. Watts is better entitled to a first-class

certificate than any banki-upt that ever came before mc."
Mr. Thomas Paull, a young man of respectable

station, was tried at Wells Assizes on the 10th for Settiti:i

Fire to a Wheat Stack, near Ilminster. The stack

belonged to his mother, and was destroyed by tire, just
i as the mother and her sons had quitted the occupancy
[

of the farm. The chief witness was John Harris, a man
i

who had been in the ser™e of Mrs. Paull. He asserted

that Thomas had spoken to him about setting tire to

certain mows, as the contents were bad, with the object
of at once getting money for them fiom an insui-ance
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office ;
al'ter the lire, Thomas gave Harris a sovereign,

and promised him more money if ho did not tell any-
thing ; but a reward of 50/. had been oft'ered, and Harris
tried to get it by detailing his story of Thomas's guilt.
In cross-o.xamiuation, the witness repeated his narrative

of long conversations word for word : it was evident he
had got it by rote. The prisoner's counsel asked the

jury whether they could believe Harris, and whether it

was necessary for him to call witnesses. The .jury said

they did not require to hear more. Mr. Justice Cole-

ridge observed, it was quite evident that the story must
have been wTitten by Harris himself, or by some one
more Avickcd than himself, and thou learnt oft" by
repeated readings. No motive whatever could be

assigned for the prisoner committing such an act. The
jury gave a verdict of not guilty, which was received
with a burst of aj^plause.
A singular case of Assault was ti-ied at the Inverness

Sherift''s Court, on the 10th. Donald Macdonald, of

North Uist, was charged, with sevei-al others, with

violently entering the house of J. 11. Macdonald, of

Harris, and putting tlie inmates in bodily fear. The
prisoner's defence was, that his object was to obtain the

lady, now his wife, from whom he had been separated
against their mutual wishes. It turned out that the young
gentleman and Miss Jessie Macdonald were lovers, but
her lather had provided another match for her, and
they resolved to elope together. ^A ccordingly, the

young chieftain, with a party of friends and dependants,
arrived at her father's house, on the sea-shore, at mid-

night, in a stormy night, made their way into the house,
and even into the young lady's bed-room, and carried
her off in triumph, as it was 2)roved, with her full

consent and concurrence. The jury returned a verdict
of acquittal, and the young couple left the court-house
amid the cheers of a great concourse of people.
Two cases of Juvenile Crime were disposed of at the

Mansion House on the 12tli. The culprits were boys
of about twelve years old. The one had stolen a

blanket in which a sleeping infant was wrapped, and
the other had stolen a leg of mutton from a butcher's
stall near Duke's Place. This last crime has become
very common, being committed by small children under
the direction of experienced thieves. In both these cases

it appeared that the boys had homes and parents to

take care of them. The sitting magistrate (Alderman
Gibbs) said that in such cases a prison was a very
improper place to send a child to. Parents were bound

by law to protect their children, and he was determined
not to sanction the practice of filling the prisons with
children of sxich tender age. He therefore ordered the

boys to be well whipped and taken back to their parents,
with an intimation that if they were found again in a
similar condition the parents sh<mld be called to a
severe account for their negligence.

Elizabeth Bubb, a woman of forty, was tried at Glou-
cester Assizes, on the r2th, for the Murder of Maria
Hook, a child of four years old, by withholding from
it necessary food and clothing. It was a horrid case of

inhuman ci-uelty. Hook, a woodman, lived at Church-
ham, near Gloucester ; two years since his wife died,

leaving three children, of whom Maria was the youngest.
Soon after her death, Bubb, her sister, who had two
children of her own, came to keep house for Hook.
Hitherto Hook's children had been healthy-looking, and
had been well attended by the mother. Now a sad change
occurred to them : they were neglected , ill-treated, starved.
While Bubb and her children were well fed, the other
children literally collected, from hunger, the crumbs
that fell from the table. The little girl Maria suffered

the most. Many witnesses described how she had been
misused. She was covered with filth, and almost naked—looked stupified from ill usage, was afraid to cry out,
and was reduced to a skeleton. 'J'he woman abused any
one who interfered in Ijehalf (if the child ; swore at her

constantly, threatened her, and exclaimed " Damn thee,
thee wilt never die, and nothing will ever kill thee!

"

At length the child died in convulsions, and it was

clearly proved that she had literally been starved to

death. Proof was given that Hook, the father, was not
in want, and that his house contained an ample store of

provisions at the time of his child's death. The jury
found the prisoner guilty of ' '

aggravated manslaughter,
' '

and she was sentenced to be transported for life. Richard
Hook, the father, was then tried for manslaughter, in

neglecting to give the child proper food, and clothing.
But it appeared that the treatment of the child was
much better when he was at home than when he was
absent

;
and he was therefore actjuitted.

Hannah Curtis was tried at Gloucester Assizes on the

13th, for the Murder of her husband, Thomas Harris,

by poison. He was a hale man, but became suddenly
ill of violent pams in the stomach, and died ten days
afterwards. Grounds of suspicion having occuiTcd, his

body was disinterred, and a large quantity of arsenic
found in his stomach and bowels. His wife had Ijought
arsenic, ostensibly to kill cats

;
had told lier neighbours

that a gipsy had foretold that her husband would die

suddenlj', but that >he would not be long a w-idow
;
and

had married another man about three weeks after her
husband's death. On the other hand, the purchase of
the poison had been without concealment ; it was shown
that she had alwa\ s treated her husband kindly. The
jury after some deliberation found her guilty, and sen-

tence of death was pronounced. She left the dock pro-

testing her innocence. She was to have been executed
on the '24th, but has received a reprieve dui-iug pleasure.
A young girl, named Amelia Snoswell, Murdered the

child of her sister, Mrs. Cooper, ;iu infant of eighteen
mouths old, at Gravesend, on the 1-lth. The infant had
been put to bed along with another child, when the girl
went into the room \\ ith a knife and cut its throat. She
then returned to her sister and said,

"
I have killed her

now, and she is hapi)y." She had always been affec-

tionate to the child, but had lately shown symptoms of

mental derangement. She was committed for trial.

WiUiam Bennison, who was committed to prison at

Leith, in April la.st, (sec
" Household Narrative

"
for

that month) on the charge of poisoning his wife, has been
tried before the High Court of Justiciary and convicted

of the crimes of Bi</a»ii/ and Murder. It was a case of

singular atrocity. Some years since, when resident in

Ireland, he married an Irishwoman ; but soon deserted

her, and coming home to Scotland, married there a

woman remarkable for her meek virtue and her devotion

to himself: he left his second wife, returned to his first

wife in Ireland, and soon after she died suddenly. He
then once more returned to his second wife, and gave
her the garments of his first wife as those of a deceased

sister—" a sister in the Lord." He was distinguished
for his gift in prayer, and at last was every evening at

the prayer-meeting. Here his eye fell upon one whom
he resolved to make his third w'ife. Six weeks after his

acqiiaintance with this girl, his second wife died : it was

proved that six weeks before her death he bought arsenic,
and with that poison frequently administered he took the

unfortunate woman's life. Her deathbed strikingly ex-

emplified pioxis resignation and trustfid attachment to

her husband. With a climax of hypocrisy, inmiediately
after her death, he exclaimed at her bedside, " Thani
God, she is gone to glory ! I have seen many a death-

bed, but never a pleasanter one than my wife's." The
wretch was found guilty on both charges. Sentence of

death was passed, and he was removed protesting his

innocence of the murder : but he afterwards confessed.

He was executed on the 17th.

A young German sought advice at the Worship Street

Police-office, on the 17th. He had married a j'oung

lady who appeared attached to him, but for six months
refused him aW Marital liir//ifs; so they separated, she

insisting on his allowance to her of a weekly main-
tenance. After a twelvenumth of separation, his wife

came to his house one night and insisted on remaining ;

ho received her, and consented that she should again
live with him ; but for three months more she persisted
in her original eccentricity of wilely relation. This

state of things was once more put an end to, and

arrangements were made for a final separation ;
l)ut the

young lady came back to him a third time, and she

now followed Iiim about, and importuned him in a

manner no longer to be endured. Mr. Hammill

regretted that he could give no lielp. He advised the

applicant to institute a suit in the Consistorial Com-tfor

a divorce, if he had the means of so doing; the Gernan
left the court in a state, apparently, of perfect doubt and

mvstification.
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At the Central Criminal Court, on the 21st, a very
fashionable looking gentleman, named William Augustus
Shean, was tried for Bigamy. On the 23rd uf June he
married Miss Cecilia Charlotte Franchall, a lady of good
fortune, and on the 2nd of February, his first wife

being still alive—ruined and deserted on the continent—he married Miss Mary Whittaker Greene, on whom
a fortune of 15,000/. was settled. In 1819 his second
wife discovered liis nefarious character, and left him

;

he resorted to annoyances, and threats of criminal
accusation against her, and her friends instituted this

prosecution for bigamy. He Avas found guilty, and sent
for twelve months to I3ridewell.

Mary Fitzgerald was indicted and convicted for

Bigamy; but many extenuating circumstances being
proved, and the object of the prosecutor (her second

husband) being merely to get rid of the burden of her

support, she was only sentenced to seven days' imprison-
ment.
The appearance of a person named John Bull before

the Bankruptcy Court, to pass his last examination,
elicited some singular circumstances. The bankrupt
was in the coal trade, and Messrs. Colson, in the same
trade, were his creditors to the amount of 792/. He
afterwards took a lodging-house, and fitted it up at an
expense of 148/., the furniture having afterwards been
seized by the landlord. He afterwardsmade an assignment
to his daughter, and lastly came before the Bankruptcy
Court, the petitioning creditor Ijeing his own nephew.
The bankrupt asserted that he had borrowed the money
from his daughter to fit up the lodging-house, which
was the cause of the assignment to her, and that the
debt to his nephew was a real debt. The commissioner
observed that the accounts were very unsatisfactory ;

that he had reason to believe that the bankrupley had
been concocted for a family puri)ose ;

and that the
examination must be adjourned.
Lord Brougham delivered judgment iu the appeal of

Norris v. Cottle, contirming the decision of the Court
of Exchequer, and settling finally the Non-liahility of
Provisional Committee-men.

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT AND
DISASTER.

Un the 29th of July, a portion of Briukway Mill, a large
Cotton factory recently erected at Stockport, Fell, bury-
ing ten of the work-people in the ruins. It was the
dinner hour, and most of the people were absent, other-
wise the destruction of life would have been much
greater. The part of the building that fell was where a

large water-wheel was about to be erected ; for which
purpose a larger space than usual was without an iron

pillar to support the upper floors, a long iron beam bear-

ing the weight, and it appeared that this beam had
given way. The inquest on the bodies found that the
Moors had been supported by a cast-iron beam of an
imperfect construction and of an improper calculation,

considering the weight it had to bear.
A Fire broke out at midnight, on the 1st inst., at the

New Model Prison for juvenile offenders at Parkhurst,
of a serious description. One of the principal wings,
containing 200 cells, was totally destroyed, besides

damage to other parts of the prison. It has been found
that the prison was fired by some of the elder convicts,
to enable them to effect their escape.
A dreadful Railway Accident happened at Glasgow

on the 1st inst. A special train left Perth iu the morn-
ing, by the Scottish Central Railway, to convey a large
party of excursionists to view the Highland Society's
exhibition in Glasgow. On approaching the city, the
train was divided into two sections ; when the first went
forward it was detained by another train being on the
line at Cowlairs.

_

While thus stationary, the second
portion of the train suddenly approached at a great
speed, and dashed into the first train. Two cattle-

trucks, in which were twenty or thirty persons, were
smashed to pieces, and the other carriages were damaged.
Five persons were killed, and several others were dan-

gerously, if not fatally, injured.
On Sunday, the 3rd, the Prince Arthur steamer, while

on a pleasure excursion from Preston to Bangor, and
crowded with holiday passengers, was Wrecked near

Formby. Having sprung a leak, and being in a sinldng
condition, she was run ashore, and the passengers saved
with the utmost difficulty, but the two firemen perished.
The vessel, an old boat, fitted for river navigation,
went to pieces almost immediately after striking.
Graveseud has suft'ered from a terrible and destruc-

tive Fire, which broke out early on the morning of

Sunday the 11th, and destroyed no fewer than twenty-
nine houses, and damaged eleven others. Several

engines were obtained, but they did not prove ycry
efficient, and the fire in a great measure burnt itself

out. It is said that there was a difficulty in getting
people to work the engines, the authorities not having
paid those who gave their assistance on a former occa-

sion. The magistrates held an inquiry into the origin
of the disaster, but nothing decisive was elicited.

On the morning of the 20th, the Minerva steamer,
plying between Liverpool and Kingston, Ran down a
merchant brig, called the William Rushton, laden with

mahogany, from Mexico. The vessel sank immediately ;

four of her crew were saved by the Minerva's life-boat,
but the remaining seven perished. The accident

happened about one o'clock in the morning, during a
hard gale ;

and the brig was not seen from the steamer
tiU it was too late to avoid the collision. Tlie steamer
was so much damaged that it was necessary to run her
into Beaumaris, where the passengers for Kingston
were landed.
On the afternoon of the 21st, the roof of the Brick-

layers' Arms Station of the South Eastern Railway, in
the Old Kent Road, Fell in, burying in the ruins
several men and a number of first and second class

carriages. Happily there was no passenger train at the

station, and most of the workmen were saved from
death by the carriages round them. One man, however,
named Ryan, was killed, and several others were

seriously injured. About six years ago, the roof of a

portion of this station fell in with loss of life, and was
afterwards reconstructed on a new plan, supposed to be

perfectly safe.

SOCIAL, SANITARY, AND MUNICIPAL
PROGRESS.

The Registrar-General has made his Quarterly Return
of Marriages, Births and Deaths ; comprising the
Births and Deaths registered by 2189 registrars in all

the districts of England during the Spring quarter end-

ing June 30th, 1850
;
and the Marriages in more than

12,000 churches or chapels, 2869 registered places of

worship unconnected with the Established Church, and
623 superintendent-registrars' offices, iu the quarter
which ended March 31st, 1850.
The Marriages were 30,425 in the quarter that ended

on March 31st. 1850; the marriages in the corresponding
quarters of 1847-8-9, were 27,480, 28,398, 28,270. The
number of marriages in the first quarter of 1850 was
only once exceeded in the 11 corresponding quarters of
1839-49

;
and the proportion of marriages to population

i is shown to be much higher in the first quarter of 1850
than in any corresponding quarter since 1839, except in

the March quarters of 1845, 1846, when the labouring
classes were iu full employment.
The Births registered in the quarter that ended March

31, 1850, were 144,602; in the quarter that ended June
30, 155,727. Births are always more numerous in the
first than in the second half of the year ;

and from 1840
to 1845 the births registered in the first quarters were
more numerous than those registered in the second quar-
ters of the six years ;

but in 1846-8-9-50, a change has
taken place, and the excess of births has been thrown

upon the June quarters. The number of births in the
June ([uarter of 1850 is the greatest ever registered in

England in the same time. The annual rate of births
is obtained by comparing the number of children born
in a given time with the corrected population. It was
in the last June qviarter 3"489 per cent., which is the
same as the rate in the corresponding quarter of 1849

;

and less than that in the June quarter of 1846; but
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much more than in any othei' June quarter of the years
1S39—1850.

The Mortality is now, it is gratifying to report, much
below the average. It has not been so low in any of the

corresponding quarters since 1837, when the new sys-
tem of registration commenced, except in the quarter
ending June, 1844. The rate of mortality per cent, per
annum in the quarter was 2'0S4. At this rate one in
192 persons died in the last three months

;
in 1847, one

in 161 persons died in the same time. This shows

clearly how much the risk of life has declined. The
average chance of living through the three months,
April, May, June, among persons of all ages is 179 to 1.

93,005 deaths were registered in the quarter ending
June

;
while the deaths in the corresponding quarters

of the four previous years were 90,231, 106,718, 99,730,
102,249. The improved state of the public health has
been general ;

the eastern is the only division in which
the deaths of 1850 slightly exceeded the deaths in the

corresponding June quarter of 1849. The most consi-
derable decrease is observed in London, and in the
north-western division, comprising Cheshire and Lanca-
shire. The improvement in the public health is not
confined to the parts which were visited by the epidemic
cholera of 1849. A further examination is required before
the causes of this improvement can be eliminated

;
but

it may be safely affii-med that they act generally, and
have been by no means confined to districts decimated

previously by the epidemics cither cf cholera or in-
tluen/a. The registrars in their notes refer to sanitary
measures, to the state of employment, and to other cir-

cumstances which aflTect the social condition of the

people, as probable causes of the happy improvement in
the public health. The registrar of Llanelly refers to
the depressed state of the iron trade in his district

;
but

this is a solitary case
;
and the general tone of the notes

is, as expressed by the registrar of Kington, that " the

people are employed, and feel the great blessing of cheap
and plentiful provisions."

Although Vaccination is actively promoted by the
Poor-law board, is now performed at the public expense,
and affords almost complete immunity from small-pox,
it is still neglected to a great extent by the ignorant
classes of society. Some of the objections to it are
excuses ibr negligence ;

others are based on a sort of
fiitalism ; but such eases as the registrar of Nottingham
records are criminal, and it is to be feared spring from
the same cruelty as leads to the sacrifice of children's
lives in other circumstances. A woman there who had
lost a child by disease, assxired the registrar that " she
would rather lose half a dozen children by it than fly
in the face of Providence in having one vaccinated."

T]ie Beport of the liailway Commissioners for 1849,
just puldished, gives some general results of much in-

terest. One is the increase of railway communication
during the last year. In the course of 1849, the board
sanctioned the opening of 869 miles of new railway—
N^z., 6.30 miles in England, 108 miles in Scotland, and
131 in Ireland—"

making the whole extent of railway
communication, at the end of the year, 5996 miles

;

the proportion for England being 4656 miles, for Scot-
land 846 miles, and for Ireland 494 miles." Of the

general character of the extensions made within the past
year, the report informs us that they largely consist of
" small branches and short lines," wliich were required
as

" links to complete important communications." The
next point of interest is the extent of railway, author-
ised by parliament, which yet remains to be constructed.
It is in length 6030 miles, and a further sum of 126
millions is demanded for it

; but though the powers are
in force for raising it, the progress of the new construc-
tions is, happily, proceeding at a slower rate than here-
tofore. On the 30th of June, 1849, only 1.504 miles
were in actual course of construction, as compared with
2958 in progress on the 1st of ISIay, 1848 ; and accord-

ing to returns already presented to parliament,
"

all

work has ceased on about 350 miles of lines which were
returned as being in progress in 1848, and which for tlie

present may be considered as abandoned or postponed
until more prosperous times." Moreover, the Commis-
sioners infer, from the data before them, " that no great
length of new line has been commenced since last year,
and that probably only about 1000 miles out of the

6030 miles which still remain to be opened at the end of
1849 were in progress of construction at that time."
This diminution ofthe rate of progress has been attended
with a very serious diminution in the amount of em-
ployment ibr labour. It is a matter for grave considera-
tion that "the reduction in the number of persons
employed in the construction of lines has been very
considerable, amounting to 84,361 persons, against an
increase of only 3280 employed upon lines open for
traflfic

;

" and this reduction, added to that of 1848, and
to further reductions which may be expected to take
place dtiring the current year, will, we are informed," make an aggregate of upwards of 200,000 persons,
who may be considered as having been temporarily with-
drawn from other occupations by the stimulus which
railways received in 1845 and 1846, and who must now
seek a livelihood in other ways." The rate of profit on
capital invested in railways has undergone great reduc-
tion. Tlie 5996 miles in actual operation represent, we
are told, a capital of about 197,500,000/., yielding a

gross annual revenue of 11,806,000/.
— from which, if

the working expenses be deducted at the rate of 43 per
cent., there remains a net available profit of about
6,729,420/. being at the rate of 3-40 per cent, on the
investment. We call the special attention of railway
shareholders to the very significant, though obvious,
remark which follows :

—"
It therefore appears," say the

Commissioners,
" that all sums i-aised at a highA- rate

of interest than this must reduce the aggregate revenue
available for the original pro]n-ietors." On the important
topic of railway accidents, the Report shows that the

danger of this mode of travelling is reduced to a very
trifling amount. During the year 1849 only five passengers
were killed "from causes beyond their own control;"
that being little more than half the number (nine) of
such accidents during the previous year : whOe, on the
other hand, the number of passengers for 1849,—
63,841,539,-

—shows an increase of ten per cent, on the

preceding year ; facts which speak most favourably of
the management of railway conveyance.

The Post Office Beturns for 1849, presented to the
House ofCommons, exhibit some very remarkable results.

In the year 1839, before the establishment of the new
system, the number of letters delivered in the United

Kingdom was 82,470,596. In the following year, 1840,
the number rose to 168,768,244 ; and in 1849 the number
was 337,065,867. In 1839 the net revenue, after paying
the cost of management, was 1,633,764/.; in the follow-

ing year it fell to 500,789/.; and in 1849 it was 840,787/.
The cost of management, which, in 1839, was 756,999/.,
amounted in 1849 to 1,324,562/. The number of Money
Orders issued in 1839 was 188,921 for an amount of

313,124/. In the following year the number was 587,797
and the amount 960,975/. ;

and in 1849 the number was
4,248,891 and the amount 8,152,643/. The total expense
of the Money Order Office for _the United Kingdom in

1849, was 70,248/., and the amount of commission
received was 70,570/. ;

so that the cost of this depart-
ment was 322/. less than its receipts.
The Poor Law Board has made a Return to the

House of Commons, whicli presents some gratifying
results respecting the condition of Pauperism at the

present time, as compared witli the corresponding period
of last year. It is divided into two heads

;
the first

gives the total number of paupers (in-door and out-door)
in receipt of i-clief on the 1st of July, 1849, and on the
1st of July, 1850, in 605 unions and parishes under
Boards of Guardians in England and AVales. The
second head shows the numbers of adult able-bodied

paupers receiving in-door and out-door relief at the

same two •periods in the same unions and parishes.
Under the first head it appears on the 1st of July last,

the total number of persons receiving relief was

829,708; on 1st July, 1849, the numbcr'was 885,737;

being a decrease of 56,029, or 6'3 per cent. Under the

second head it is stated, that on 1st of July last, the

number of adult able-bodied paupers receiving relief was

138,575; on 1st July, 1849, the number was 164,559;

being a decrease of 25,984, or 158 per cent. Of the 52

counties of England and \\'ales, there has been a

decrease on 40. On the remaining twelve (which are

Kent, Lincoln, Norfolk, Northumberland, Rutland,

Stattbrd, Sufiblk, Westmoreland, Anglesea, Brecon,
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Merioneth, and Pembroke) there has been an increase

varying from a half to 4 per cent., excepting the Isle of

Anglcsea, on which the increase has amounted to

23-9 per cent. ;
a remarkable circumstance which requires

explanation.
From a separate ParHamentarj' Return relative to

Ireland it appears that the total number of paupers

receiving in-door relief in that country during theweek

ending July 27th, 1850, was 2;5.j,793, the number for

the corresponding period in 1849 having been 205,104.

The number of persons who received out-door relief

during the week ending July 27th, 1850, was 101,486,

while" the number during the con-cspondiug week of

1849, was 723,530. The cost of the out-door relief for

the week in this year was 2,184/. ;
for the week in last

year it was 19,810/.

The Metropolitan Interments Act, recently passed,
will be speedil}' enforced in "the metropolitan burial

district," which comprises the city of London, West-

minster, Southwark, and numerous pai'i.shes set forth in

one of the schedules annexed. The provisions of the

act are to be execiited by the Board of Health. The
board may provide new burial-grounds, and her Majesty,
on a report of the board, in council, may order the dis-

continuance of interments in cliurchyai-ds and other

places. Rcgai-ding the removal of poor persons to re-

ception-houses to be provided, it is enacted by the 30th

sectiofe, that the board may, at any time after the pass-

ing of the act, appoint medical or other officers, who, in

the case of deaths within the district, may,
" where the

persons having the direction of the funeral of the de-

ceased may so desire," cause the body to be decently
removed to one of the houses for tlie reception of the

dead. Among the provisions is one under which the

Board of Health may
" contract" for funerals at fixed

charges, so that there are likely to be " three classes" of

funeraU, according to the means of the parties. The

salary of the additional member of the Board of Health

(to which office Dr. Southwood Smith has been ap-

pointed) is not to exceed 1200^. a-year.
The British Association for the Advancement of

Science has held its meeting this year at Edinburgh.
It commenced its proceedings on the 31st of July.

Many distinguished foreigners were present ; including
Dr. Striive

"

from the Observatory of Pidkova, Dr.

Kupfier from St. Petersburgh, and Professor Hitchcock

from Amherst College, United States. Sir David
Brewster oificiated as President. The transactions

were of the usual character, and the meeting broke up
on the 7th. The meeting of next year is to be held at

Ipswich; and Professor Airy, the Asti-onomcr-Royal,
is the President-elect.

At one of the above meetings. Dr. Strang, Cham-
berlain of Glasgow, read a paper on the recent

Progress of Glasgow in popiilation, wealth, com-
merce and manufactures. In 1801 the population
was 77,000; in 1821, 147,043; 1831, 202,426; 1841,

282,134; and in 18.50 it was estimated to amount to

367,800. The population had thus quintupled itself in

50 years, and doubled itself in 20 years. In 1800 the

streets and roads within the parliamentai-j' bounds of

the city extended to 30 miles; at ])resent the foi-med

and paved streets alone extend to 96 miles. In 1800

there was little or no sewerage in Glasgow. At present
there are 42 miles of main sewers, 21 of which have

been formed during the last six years, at a cost of 1200/.

per mile. The cxistoms duties in Glasgow, in 1801, were
469/. ; in 1820, 11,000/. ;

in 1830, 59,013/. ;
in 1840,

468,974/. ; and in 1850, 640,.568/. The letters put into

the Post-Office in 1840, were 54,522 ;
while in 1850 they

were 111,504. Cotton-spinning was first inti'oduced into

Glasgow in 1792, and at present tliere are 1,800,000

spindles, which annually consume 45,000,000 lbs. of

cotton. The increase that has fcikeu place in the assess-

ment for the poor over the whole of Glasgow cannot be

determined ;
but some idea may be foi-med of it from the

state of matters in the old burgh of Glasgow. In 1784,

it was 1082/. ;
in 1816, 12,378/. ;

and in 1850, 47,787/.

Taking the whole parliamentary bounds of the city, the

annual assessment for the poor at present is 80,000/.
From a statement lately p%iblished, it appears that there

are 14,000 Enrolled Friendhj Societies in the United

Kingdom, having 1,600,000 members, an annual revenue

amounting to 2,800,000/., and an accumulated capital of

6,400,000/. A still greater number of Friendly Societies
ai-e not enrolled, and do not possess the privileges and
means of self-protection enjoyed by the former class. It

is estimated that there are .33,223" unenrollcd Societies,
in the United Kingdom, ha\'ing 3,052,000 members, an
annual revenue of 4,980,000/., and with funds amount-
ing to no less than 11,360,000/. These immense amounts
ai-e derived from the savings of the purely industrial

classes. Indeed, half of the labouring male adult popu-
lation ai-e members of Friendly Societies.

The Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland
had its gveat show of prize stock and implements at

Glasgow in the last week of July. This society has been
formed by the junction of two associations formerly
separate, the one representing the landlord and the
other the tenant class ; and the magnitude and quality
of this cxhiljition showed how well the two bodies
work together.
At a Coiu-t of Commissioners of Sewers, on the 13th,

the scheme of Mr. Frank Forster, the engineer of the

Commission, for the Drainage of the Metropolis on
the south bank of the Thames, was adopted. The
main features of the scheme are, that it proposes to

collect the ordinarj' drainage of the southeni part of the

Metropolis by four great principal arms, confluent at

different points, and which ultimately fomi a single
ti-unk at Deptford, near Collier Street. Here the
sti'cam is

"
lifted,

"
by steam power, a height not exceed-

ing twenty-five feet
;
and from this new elevation it will

gravitate afresh to a point eight miles below London

Bridge ;
where will be f(mncd " a double reseiwoir,

capable of holding at least twenty-four hours' drainage"
covered over, and elevated to such a heiglit as to discharge
the whole of its contents (into the Thames) at high-
water, delivering them by means of ]>ipes near the middle
and at the bottom of the river. The sewerage will be
lifted into the reservoir at this point (bj' means of an

engine) from the main sewer
;
the invert of which is

proposed to be at about mean low-water, and ten feet

below the surface of the marshes. The " estimate" of

these works is estimated by Mr. Forster at 241,297/.

PERSONAL NARRATIVE.
On the 6th, the hirth-day of Prince Alfred, the Queen

and Prince Albert gave a fete to the servants of the

royal household, the labourers employed at Osborne,
with their wives and families

;
and the seamen of the

royal yacht. They were all entertained at an excellent

dinner in a spacious marquee in the grounds ; and the

evening was .gaily spent in dancing, and a great variety
of English athletics and other sports. At seven o' clock

the Queen and Prince Albert, with the royal family and

guests, who had greatly enjoyed the sports of the

afternoon, retii'cd amid the cheers of the hundreds
assembled.
The Queen left Osborne on the 22nd for a short visit

to the king of the Belgians at Ostend. The flotilla con-

sisting of the A'ictoria and Albert and the Fairy steam-

yachts, and two war steamers, arrived a little before

noon, and her Majesty with Prince Albert and the

royal children were met, on landing, by the king, who
had an'ived to meet them. An immense concourse of

])Cople received the illustrious visitors with more than
Flemish enthusiasm. The Queen i-cmained at Ostend
till the next day, but as the palace there is very small,
the royal party slept on board their yacht. They
returned on the evening of the 23rd to Osborne.

His Royal Highness Prince Albert completed his

Thirty-First Year on the 26th, and the anniversary was
held with the usual demonsti-ations of loyalty.
Her Majesty left town on the 27th forScotland.

Lord Gough received the Freedom of the City of
Edinburgh on the 5th, as an acluiowledgment of his

eminent military services. He is now enrolled a citizen

of the capital otthe three kingdoms.
The Duke of Wellington has been appointed Banger

of St. James's and Hyde Parks, in the room of the late

Duke of Cambridge.
The late Sir Robert Peel has left directions in his will

for the early publication of his political memoirs, and
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has ordered that the profits arising from the publication
shall be given to some public institution fur the educa-
tion of the Tvorldng classes. He has confided the task

of preparing these memoirs to Lord Mahon and Mr.
Cardwell. The will has been proved, and dutj' paid on

personal property under ;500,OOOZ.

Sir William Gomni, K.C.B., has been appointed
Commander in Chief nf the Presidency of Bombay. A
grand banquet was given by the Ea.«t India Com])any in

honour of his appointment on the 10th, at the London
Tavern.

Sir George Anderson has been appointed Governor of
Ceylon, in the room of Lord Torrington, who is recalled;

and Sir George is to be succeeded in the Government of

the Mauritius by Mr. Higginson, now Governor of the

Leeward Islands.

Her Majesty has appointed IMr. Henry Hardwicke,
architect, to be Treasurer of the Boyat Academy, in

place of Sir Robert Smirke, who has resigned in cou.se-

quence of iU health.

Dr. Nicholas Wisemanhaving been elected a Cardinal,
and on the eve of proceeding to Rome to be in.stalled in

his new dignity, delivered a farewell sermon at St.

George's Cathedral in Westminster Road on Sunday
the llth. A great concourse of the Roman Catholic

nobility and gentry were present in the morning, when
high mass was celebrated, and the cardinal elect deli-

vered an address, expatiating on the success of Roman-
ism throughout the world, and extolling the zealous

labours of the clergy in his own district. In the even-

ing he delivered a second seiTiion, when many clergy-
men of the Church of England were present.

Accounts have been received at the Admiralty,
fi-om Captain Austin, commander of the Arctic

Expedition, dated on board the Resolute, Whale Fish

Islands, 23rd of June. Xo information had been
obtained respecting the missing vessels

;
and the expe-

dition was about to proceed northward to pursue the

search. Each ship was provided with provisions, stores,

and warm clothing, for fully three years, and the

tenders had on board coals to the amount of 310 tons

each. The dispatch concludes ;

" The vessels composing
the expedition may be considered in every way efficient

;

and it is with much pleasure and satisfaction that I

report, that excellent health and spii'its, goodwill, and

unanimity prevail throughout."
The election for the County of Mayo terminated on

the 27th of July, when Mr. Ouseley Higgins was re-

turned by 141 votes
;

his competitor, Mr. Isaac Butt,

polling 93.

On the 6th the Election for Lambeth terminated in

the return of Mr. William Williams, by 3,834 votes.

His competitors, Sir Charles Napier and ]Mr. Hinde
Palmer poUcd, the first 1182, and the second 585 votes.

Mr. Fox Maule was elected, on the 1st instant, one of

the Governors ofthe Charter-hmtse,in room of SirRobert
Peel. Mr. Maule was educated at that scminarv.

©fittuavB of if?otaMc IBrrgon^.
Lonis PiiiLiPiT,, the ex-king uf the French, dieJ at Claremo'it

on the 26th. He had been made aware on the preceding day of

his approachins: dissolution, and died with great calmness and
Christian resignation. A little hefove his death lie dictated a
conclusion to his Memoirs, which illness had compelled him to

suspend tor some nmnths. lie was honi on the Gth of OctoTier,

1773, and was the eldest son of Philippe, Duke of Orleans, known
by the name of Egaliti. During his youth he struggled with
adversity, and was for some time a teacher in an academy in
Switzerland. By the revolution of 1830 he obtained the crown
of France, wiiicli he lost l)y the revolution of 1S48. He has ever
since lived in retirement in England.
Captain Newbolu, one of the most distinguished of our Indian

geographers, died at Mahehuleshwar on the 29th of May.
LiEUT.-C(iL. T. KoBiNsox, the political agent at Meywar, died

at Neemueh on the ISth of June, in his 63rd year.
Sir John Pexiston Milbanke, Bart., died on the 27th ult.,

at Halnaby, in Yorkshire. He was son of Mr. J. Milbanke,
(second son of the tifth baronet), and was horn on the 20th of

August, 1775. In March, 1826, he succeeded his uncle, Sir

Ralph, whose only daughter married Lord Bj-ron.
The Earl of Dunraven died on the 6th inst., at A dare Abbey,

county Limerick, in the 69th year of his age. His lord.shjp's

malady was chronic suppurative disease of the windpipe. He is

succeeded by his son. Viscount Adarc, M.P. for Glamorganshire.
Sir Launcei.ut Shadwei.l, Vice-Chancellor of England, died

on the morning of the 10th, in his 71st year. His deitth was
caused by an attack of paralysis, under which he laboured for a
month.
The Hcixouraele Charles Ewax Law, Recorder of the

City of London, died on the 13th, in his 58th year. He was the
second son of the first Lord Ellenborough, and brother to the

present Earl. He had represented the University of Cambridge
in parliament for seventeen years.
Pebcival Weldon Banks, M.A., baiTister-at-law, died on the

13th. He was a man of much accomplishment, of great taste in

literature, to which (in the various periodicals of tlie last lifteen

years) he had largely contributed, and he was making progress
in his profession.
M. De Balzac, the popular novelist, died at Paris on the 18th.

Mr. Robert Hexry Hint, the elder brother of Mr. Leigh
Hunt, died on the 15th, at his apartment in the Charterhouse.
He had lately received Her Majesty's nomination to the brother-

hood of that foundation, and had only resided there for a few
weeks. He was in his 77th year, and had for some time been

quite helpless, owing to his having been accidentally run over
about a year ago.

Sir Martin Archer Siiee, President of the Royal Academy,
died, at Brighton, on the 19th, in his SOth year. He was elected

to the above office in 1830, on the death of Sir Thomas Lawrence,
when he received the honour of knighthood. He retired in 1845
from the active duties of the office, which liave been since per-
formed by >Ir. Turner.
Mk. J. H, Ley, Clerk of the House of Commons, died on the

21st. He was appointed au assistant-clerk of the house in

1801, and raised to that of principal clerk in 1821; so that he
has been in the soi-vice of the House of Commons without inter-

mission for forty-nine years. He was a Bencher of tlie Middle-

Temple, and a magistrate for the County of Devon.

COLONIES MD DEPENDENCIES.

HARDLY any thing of interest transpires from India or the Colonies this month, except that Sir Charles

Napier returns home in October, and that the Canadian House of Assembly has adopted a series of

resolutions against the Clergy Reserves Act. The effect of them, if carried out, will be to separate Church

and State in Canada. They affirm tlie equal religious rights of all classes ; denounce the influence of

Church Establishments and Ecclesiastical Endowments ; and declare the necessity of au inmiediatc resump-
tion by the State of the Clergj' Reserves, and their appropriation to the general education of tlie people, or

other useful secular purposes. This is a noticeable colonial ftict in connection with the new Canterbuiy
Settlement proposed by a batch of settlers to New Zealand, who have consented to pay three times as nuich

for their land as is paid in the Government colonies, that they may have the peculiar satisfaction of forming
au inalienable fund for the support of a regular Church out there, and of taking across seas with them

a full-fledged bishop.

The Overland Mail has brought dates from Calcutta,

July 2nd
; Madras, July 9th ; Hong-kong, Juno 23rd ;

and Alexandria, August 7th. The most remarkable
article of intelligence is the resignation of Sir Charles

Napier, the Commander in C^iief, who is to leave India
in October. Tlie cause is said to have been a misunder-

standing with the Governor General. Sir Charles had
issued some general orders resjiecting military arrange-

ments without previously consulting the government ; a

dispute ensued which ended in "the Commander in

Chief's resignation. It is supposed the matter will be

brought before parliament. Both the Governor CJeneral

and Sir Charles Napier were at Simla.—The whole of

British India remains quite tranquil; and the public
attention in all presidencies is much occupied with the

subject of railways; various new lines being in agitation.
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—The inquiry into the catastrophe at Benares has proved
unsatisfactory, the cause of explosion still remaining a

mystery. The lowest estimate of the number of persons
killed is 400.

The accounts from Canton state the export of last

seasons tea is M mUlions of pounds. The export of the

previous year was 47 millions
;

there being thus an
increase of 7 millions. The import trade at Canton was
in a most depressed state.

Several cases of cholera had occurred both at Alexan-
dria and Cairo;' and another visitation of the disease

was apprehended. Tlic Viceroy fled from Cairo as soon

as the cholera appeared : he proceeded down the Nile to

Damietta and thence embarked for Rhodes on the 5th

inst. The Nile was rising more slowlj' than usual.

Cotton had risen to 14 dollars per. cantar, but there was
little business doing, many people were leaving the

country from fear of the cholera.

The accounts from the West Indies reach the end of

July. In Jamaica there had been heavy rains, but the
effects of a previous drought had shown themselves.
In Trelawnj', a great agricultural parish, fears were
entertained for the crop on the ground. In other
districts they looked more cheerful.—In Demerara the
weather had been rather dry and auspicious for the

planters. The question of Coolie immigration chiefly
occupied public attention, and three bills had been
introduced by the Attorney General into the Court of

Policy to regulate immigration.
—A disastrous hurricane

had visited Barbadoes, St. Kitt's, St. Martin's, Dominica,
Antigua, and Martinique. A vast deal of property was
destroyed, and many vessels with valuable cargoes
totally lost.

Accounts of recent dates have been received from the
Australian Colonies. At Sydney there was much
dissatisfaction with the home government for its neglect
to cari-y into operation a system of steam communication.
From Port Philip the most prominent article of news

is'the discovery of an extensive field of coal at Western
Port. It appears from a survey just completed that the
coal measures present a continuous section for ten miles,
to the river Bourne, and re-appear six miles along the

coast, at Cape Patterson, where the coal rises to the
surface.—About the middle of March a great meeting
was held at Melbourne for the promotion of German
immigration, at which Prince Frederick of Augusten-
burg was present; his highness had been visiting the

surrounding country, and the formation of a large
German settlement was expected.

—From Van Dieman's
Land it is stated that the convicts from the Cape of
Good Hope had been landed at Hobart Town, to the

great disgust of the inhabitants, who were preparing to

make a strong demonstration against convict importation.
Mr. Smith O'Brien was to be removed from Maria
Island to Port Arthur, where preparations were making
for his reception. He was to continue under the strictest

surveillance.—In South Australia considerable sickness
had prevailed, especially at Adelaide

;
it is ascribed to

the impurity of the water. Tlie great government sales
at the Emu Plains had taken place, and a large sum

was realised. The financial accounts are very favourable.
From an official return of the revenue for the quarter
ending 31st March last, it appears that the receipts were
52,828/. ;

and that, although the expenditure is charged
with 11,500/. remitted to England for payment of interest

and in reduction of principal of the bonded debts, still

there was a surplus of 10,000/. of reveniie over expendi-
ture during the quarter. Coal has been discovered at

Kangaroo Island.—^In West Australia there had been
considerable discussion as to the justice of inflicting'the

punishment of death on natives for crimes committed

among themselves. Three natives (brothers) of a tribe

distant forty miles from York were convicted and
sentenced to be hanged. The execution was fixed for

April 12th. On the evening of the 11th, in consequence
of a memorial addressed to the governor on the inconsis-

tency of executing men for crimes to which, among
themselves, no turpitude attached, and suggesting that

the execution of one would satisfy the ends of justice, his

excellency assured the memorialists that he fully con-

curred in their suggestion and accordingly reprieved two
of the culprits. On the following day the elder native

was executed in the presence of his two brothers, and

shortly after the hangman proceeded to place the rope
on the necks of these men

; they resisted violently, but

being overpowered by the sheriff''s assistants, the fatal

cord was adjusted and the bolt about to be withdrawn,
when the governor's secretary rode up hastily to the

sheriff', and presented him with a letter commanding a

reprieve. The wretched culprits were wholly at a loss

to understand the procedure. The efi"ect of this melo-

dramatic scene on the natives is described as by no
means favourable

;
it being calculated to impress them

with the notion that fear more than humanity dictated

the reprieve.

There are advices from Toronto to the 10th. On that

day the provincial parliament was prorogued by Lord

Elgin, to the 19th of September. His excellency com-

plimented the members on their zeal and diligence,
and congratulated them on the improvement in the

revenue and the promise of an abundant harvest.

PROaRESS OF EMIGRATION AND COLONISATION.
The Canterbury Association gave a farewell break-

fast on the 30th of July to the first body of colonists

now about to emigrate to New Zealand, on boai-d the

ship
"
Randolph," lying in the East India Docks.

More than three hundred guests were elegantly enter-

tained, among whom were Lord Lyttelton (who did the

honours as host), the Bishop of Norwich, Lord and

Lady Wharnclifte, Lord Nelson and Lady Susan Nelson,
the Cpuntess Gi'cy, the Marchioness of Drogheda, Miss
Burdett Coutts, Lady Shelley, Lady Caroline Sterling,
and other persons of distinction. Several interesting

speeches were made, and the tone of the meeting was
animated and hopeful.

The Female Emigration Society, who have during
the present year sent oiit six parties of young women to

Sidney and Port Philip, dispatched their first party for

Canada, ou the 3rd inst., bj' the barque
"
Elspeth."

NARRATIVE OF FOREIGN EVENTS.—•—
T'lME was when the death of Louis Philippe would have agitated the Continent from one end to the other,
-*- but his importance passed away with his power ;

and the only interest now awakened is that which
attends the disappearance of a man who has played by far the most memorable part on the theatre of the

modern world, and has supplied its most sorrowful and most instiixctive lesson of human vicissitude.

Louis Napoleon has been travelling in search of a throne, and appears to have failed in obtaining any reason-

able prospect of the object of his quest. He started in great spirits, and in the first city he visited, which was

Dijon, told the people very frankly that they knew what he wanted
;
but in the second, which was Lyons, he saw

the expediency of so far altering his tone as to say. that what he wanted he was also quite ready to surrender

if the people did not want it
;
in the third, which was Besan9on, he found it necessary to make his escape

from a popular ball pretty nearly as soon as he had entered it ; and in the fourth, which was Strasburgh,
even the Moniteur is forced to confess that there was no " enthusiasm." In short, it is quite clear that the

prince's chances of the Empire arc become infinitesimally small, however reasonable even yet may be his

chances (in the poverty of other competitors) for one more term of the Presidency.



August.] FOEEIGN EVENTS. 189

The quarrel of the Danes and the Schleswig-Holsteiners has resulted in a great battle and a small

protocol ; the battle bringing some seventy thousand men into the field, sacrificing lives by thousands, and

settling nothing ; the protocol wasting but an ordinary-sized sheet of paper, requiring but the signatures
of England, France, and Russia, and bidding fair (for the present at least) to settle everything. For, though
Prussia and Austria withhold their assent to the protocol, there is every reason to believe that the gallant little

duchies must now submit ; and no doubt their fate will point a moral and adorn a tale for Mr. Cobden, General

Haynau, and the other members of the Universal Peace Congress now assembled to speechify at Frankfort.

America has received a new and apparently satisfactory batch of governing ministers from Mr. President

Fillmore, who makes Mr. Webster, a man of genius, his principal secretary of state ; but the hope of any
amicable settlement of the slavery dispute has again received a decisive check. Spain is in great grief for a

famous bull-fighter, lately tossed and mangled by a fierce Andalusian bull ; and a daily bulletin is issued.

The French Assembly broke up on the 9th, without

any formal prorogation. On that clay there was " no

house," there being only 230 present instead of 376, the

number required by law : so the assembly closed its

session by being
" coinited out." It re-assembles on the

11th of November. The committee of surveillance is

to sit during the recess, and a majority of its members
are to be always resident in Paris.

On the 12th, the President set out on an extensive

torn- through the Provinces. He had previously given
several military banquets, which, from their imperial

aspect, and the political spirit manifested by the guests,
created a great sensation. On one of these occasions, a

dinner to the officers of a portion of the garrison of Paris,
it is told, that after the company left the table, they

adjourned into the garden to smoke their cigars ;
and

there Louis Napoleon, seeing a musket (probably put
there on purpose), took it up, and went through the

manual exercise with great dexterity, to the great

delight of the sergeants and corporals, who shouted

"Vive le petit Corporal!" (the Emperor's pet-name
among the soldiers) with great enthusiasm.
The French Journals, are filled with accounts of the

President's journey ;
but their details are of a very

monotonous kind
; descriptions of triumphal entries

into towns ; receptions and harangues by the authorities

right royally responded to ;
reviews ; balls, and visits to

theatres
; every movement attended by shouting crowds

generally testifying great enthusiasm for the name of

Napoleon, and the memory of the Emperor, not

unfrequently mingled, however, with manifestations of

republicanism ;
and it is singular enough, the existing

government being a republic, that the republican cries

have the air of proceeding from disaffected mal-

contents. The President has been liberal in his

distribution of crosses of the Legion of Honour, some-

times accompanied with gratuities in money to old

officers, and soldiers of the Imperial Army. At Dijon
he thus decorated, adding a present of 500 francs, an
old soldier who had served under the Emperor in Egypt
and had lost his feet, frozen in the retreat from Moscow.
—At Lyons the President's reception was peculiarly

favovirable, and the day he spent there the most brilliant

of his journey. He was entertained at a splendid
bi-eakfast in the Jardin d' Hiver, got up by subscription,
and attended by an immense assemblage, full of

enthusiasm. At noon there was a grand review of

troops. He then visited many of the manufactories in

the Faubourg des Croix Rousses, the most turbulent

quarter of the city, into which he went with scarcely

any escort. Afterwards he was entertained at a grand
dinner by the Chamber of Commerce, where the scene

was quite sentimental a la Fran(;aise. On his health

being toasted with immense acclamations, he made a

speech in acknowledgment, which he concluded thus :—
" On the eve of bidding you farewell, permit me, I pray
you, gentlemen, to remind you of certain expressions
that have been celebrated. But, no! I cannot go on,
it would be too much vanity on my part to say to you
as the Emperor said, 'People of Lyons, I love you.'
You will, however, 1 trnst, allow me to say to you,
which I do from the bottom of my heart,

'

Lyonncse, I

pray you love me.'
" These words, spoken with some

emotion, produced an electrical effect on the audience
;

every man stood up, and a triple round of applause
responded to the petition preferred by the President
of the Republic, and cries of "

Oui, oui, nous vous
aimons !

"

The evening was concluded by a visit to the theatre.
As he entered his box the whole house rose with the cry
of "Vivele President! Vive Napoleon!" On three
different occasions a .solitary voice from the upper
gallery cried, with all the force of his lungs, the more
earnest that it was not responded to,

" Vive la

Republique !

"
It is scarcely necessary to say that the

house was crammed from top to bottom.
On several subsequent occasions the President was

more roughly received, particularly at Basanqon, when
a ball, given to him, became the scene of a violent

disturbance. A torrent of the populace burst into the

room, shouting
" Vive la Republique !

" and causing the
utmost terror and confusion. Amid the shrieks of ladies,
the company and the President himself, hastily aban-
doned the room, leaving it in possession of the rioters ;

but General Castellanc, who, sword in hand, had
protected the President's retreat, ordered a charge of

cavalry on the mob in the street
;
and at the same time

the room was cleared at the point of the bayonet. At
another ball, in the theatre, he was well received. He
afterward.s proceeded to Strasburgh, where, and through-
out Alsace, his reception was of a chequered kind

;

acclamations of multitudes mingled with strong marks of
disaffection. At Strasburgh a conspiracy against his life

was detected and several arrests took place in consequence.
On the 23rd, the President left Strasburgh for Nancy,
and Metz.
There has been a sort of Congress of Legitimists at

Wiesbaden, assembled round the Count de Chambord,
who assumes a roj'al state, keeping a sort of court, and

giving formal receptions and audiences to his adherents,
with whom the little town has been filled. Among
them were M. Berrycr, General de St. Priest, andM.de
la Rochejaquelin.

Little progress in the German Question has as yet
been made by the Congress at Frankfort. At a meeting
on the 8th, at which Count Thun, the Austrian plenipo-

tentiary, presided, it was decided that Austria should

formally invite all the members of the Bund to assemble
at Frankfort on the 1st of September next. A circular

note of the 18th of August, in which the Minister-

President reiterates the assurances so solemnly given in

the circular of the 19th July, that it is the earnest wish
of Austria to make such reforms in the Act of Confedera-
tion as may be required by the recent change of circum-

stances in Germany, and may conduce to the unity of

the common fatherland, was accordingly despatched
with the Frankfort summons to the difterent courts on
the loth. It remains to be seen whether Prussia and
the League will accept this proposal.

In Piedmont a great sensation has been produced by a
collision with the papal power. The Sardinian Minister

of Finance, the Cavaliere Santa Rosa, who had sup-

ported the ministry in passing the law which rendered

the clergy amenable to the civil courts, being on his

deathbed, was refused the sacrament by the monks,
under the direction of Franzoni the Archbishop of

Turin. At his funeral such excitement was manifested

by the people, that to avoid an actual outbreak, the

monks were ordered to leave the city, and the possessions
of their order were sequestered. In the search through
their house, documents were fonnd which inculpated
the Archbishop Franzoni himself, and he was conse-

quently arrested and imprisoned in the fortress of

Fenestrelles. Both Austria and Rome, however, have
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interfered ; and, in consequence, the editor of L' Opinione,
a liberal journal, has been banished from the Sardinian

States.

A continuance of heavy rain in Belr/iicm on the 15th,

16th, and 17th has produced disastrous inundations in

various parts of that country. At Antwerp there was a

tremendous storm of rain, wind, and thunder. The

lig'htuing struck several buildings ; many of the streets

were under water
;
and large trees were uprooted in the

neighbouring country. At Ghent a large sugar manu-

factory was destroyed by lightninj', and people were
killed by it in diifereut places. A great part of the city
of Brussels and the neighbouring villages were under
water ; for nearly two days ; and many houses were so

much damaged Ihat they fell, and a number of persons

perished. Near Charleroi aU the fields were submerged,
and the injury done to the crops was immense. At
Valenciennes the Scheldt overflowed, inundating the

neighbouring country, and causing vast devastation. The
damage done to the crops has produced a rise in the

price of flour. Many bridges have been swept away,
and the iujurj' done to the railways has been immense.

The commencement of the War heiiceen Dennnark and
Sclileswig-Hohtein, was marked by a bloody battle on
the '25th of July, at Idstedt, a place near the town of

Schleswig, when the Danish army, under General Krogh
defeated the Schleswig- Holstein troops under General
Willesen. The battle lasted for two days, and was

desperately fought. It appears that General Willesen
lost from 2,500 to 3,000 men, including a large proportion
of officers. Thelossof the Danes was even greater, as they
did not pursue the worsted army. It included General

Sehleppegrell, the second in command, and several

other oliicers of rank. After the battle General
Willesen took up a strong position near Schestedt, and
issued a proclamation on the 27th, dechu'ing that the

spirit of the army was unbroken, and that in a few days,
it would be stronger than before. Another engagement,
but neither e.\.tensive nor decisive, took place on the

8th, between the Danish and Holstein forces, at

Sorgviruck near Rcndsburg.—On the previous day a

frightful catastrophe occurred at Rendsburg, in the

explosion of the laboratory of the artillery, whereby the
whole building was destroyed, with the lo.ss of nearly
a hundred lives, and a great quantity of military
ammunition.

The King of Denmark has contracted a morganatic
marriage with Lola Rasmu.ssen, a person of low degree,
and formerly a milliner. She has great influence over
the king, and has obtained from liim the title of Baroness
Banner.

Advices from Neiv York have been received to the
16th inst.—The "-Compromise Bill," introduced into

the senate by Mr. Clay, for the purpose of conciliating

the differences between the northern and southern states,
was nominally passed, but substantially defeated, on the
31st of July. The bill originally contained provisions
fin- the admission of California, the settlement of the
Texas boundary, the admission ofNew Me.xico and Utah
as territories, and provisions to reclaim fugitive slaves
from free states. All the provisions except the admis-
sion of Utah were struck out by amendments brought
forward by Mr. Dawson of Georgia and Mr. Pearce of

Maryland. This result has created a deep sensation

throughout the country.
A treaty has been concluded with Mexico for a route

from tlie Atlantic to the Pacific, across the isthmus of

Tehuantepec. It is provided that the United States

may send forces for the protection of the work, if neces-

sary ; that both goveraments are to maintain neutrality
on the route, and ten leagues on each side thereof, in
times of war as well as of peace ; and that Mexico is to
maintain full sovereignty over the route and over the

territory designated as neutral. The distance from sea
to sea in a direct line is 135 miles, but the length of the

projected line is 198 miles
;
the summit level to be over-

come is 650 feet.

A desperate affray occurred at New York on the 5tli

inst., between the police and a mob composed of tailors,
in which some lives were lo.st. The disturbance was
caused by the tailors attacking the house of a man who
was said to be working at prices below those usually
charged.
The demonstration recently made at Lisbon is not

likely to be attended by any serious result. It is now
stated that the presence of two Uaiited States ships of
war at Lisbon was not meant to denote any hostile

intent ; and that a certain number of days havmg been
allowed to the Portuguese Government to reply to the
United States demands, merely meant that if the reply
should not be made, or not made in a satisfactory man-
ner, the President, General Taylor, intended to lay the
matter again before Congress, for further action.

Sir H. Bulwer arrived at New York on the 27th of

July.
The California State Bill passed the senate on the 13th

inst. by a majority of 34 to 18. Mr. Pearce's bill for

the settlement of the boundary dispute between Texas
and New Mexico had passed on the 9th by a majoi'ity of
30 to 20. The bill establishing a territorial government
of New Mexico was sanctioned on the 15th inst.

Intelligence had been received from Havanna relative

to the remainder of the Cuba prisoners. Seven of them
are to be liberated in the course of the month

;
the other

three are to have eight jears of the chain gang. This
is the wind-up of Lopez's piratical invasion of Cuba.

President p'illmore's new administration is constituted

as follows:—Secretary of State, Mr. Webster; Secretary
of the Treasury, Mr. Corwin ; Secretaiy of the Navy,
Mr. Graham ; Postmaster-General, Mr. Hall

; Secretary
of the Interior, Mr. McKennan

; Secretary of War,
Mr. Conrad

; Attorney-General, Mr. Crittenden.

MEEATIYE OF LITEEATURE AND AET.

T'HOUGH " the j)ublishing season
"

is at aa end, some items in our appended summary -will show that books
-^ are still published occasionally which can never be unseasonable. But it is a dull time ; and French
novel-readers will think it all tlie gloomier for having brought the death of Balzac. He was a writer of
undoubted genius. Whatever English taste might find to object to in him, it remained undeniable that the
author of Pere Goriot, the Peau, de Ohafirin, Eugenie Grandet, and the Hechcrc/te de I'Absolu,, took rank with the

highest masters of fiction. Victor Hugo spoke at his gi-ave, and well remai'ked tliat nothing more distinctly

impresses us wth our divine destiny than so to stand in the presence of the illustrious dead. Nor, beside the

memory even of a man of genius so unquestionable as Balzac, will a word of regret be inopportune for one
of the most delicate female writera in the modern literatiu-e of America. Margaret Fuller perished in the

groat storm off the American coast at the close of last month ; and with her has departed a clear and just
intellect, an exact and beautiful perception of the niceties of art and jioctry, and a courage true and fearless,
which oru- American friends can ill spare. She had married the Coimt d'Ossoli during a somewhat prolonged
residence in Europe, and was returning home with her liusband and child. Other calamities affectiog
not less the humanising influence of the arts, though mixed up with no personal regrets, are to bo found in
such incidents as the dispersion or destruction of great picture-galleries. The Hague has lost its noble collec-

tion of paintings ; and all its famous master-pieces of the Italian, Flemish, and Dutch schools, are now on
their way to the public galleries of St. Petersburg or Paris, with the exception of such isolated specimens
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as Lord Heitford may bring home for the walls of his private mansion, or Mr. Dominic Cohiaghi may have
purchased for his wealthy patrons in Pall Mall East. No commissioner from the National Gallery of
England stood in the sale-room beside those from the capitals of Russia and France ; and Englishmen have
the additional mortification of reflecting that among the rarest and most choice possessions of the gallery
thus dispersed, was the collection of Italian chawings made by Sir Thomas Lawrence, and forming origin-
ally but a part of that priceless general collection which our government refused some fifteen years ago to pur-
chase, at a sum less than has since been demanded for portions of it only, illustratmg particular schools. Thus
the fiction of the Sybil's books has come literally true in this deplorable matter. It may be said that the Dutch
at least have not the advantage of us

; but their poverty and not their will consents. The gallery, of the
Hague was mortgaged some years since to the Emperor of Russia

;
and tlie cause of its present dis]iersion is

the belief of the Dutclimen that it was worth more than the mortgage-money. This turns out to have been
well founded. Among the prices given was six thousand gumeas for two portraits by Vandyke !—a sum,
we beheve, without example.

As Wordsworth's Prelude and its attack on the Univer-
sities oiK'ued our last month's summary, this month's
may open with Professor Sedgwick's Discourse on the Stu-
dies of the Vniversittj of Cambridf/e, of which the filth

edition has just appo;u-ed with a new preface four
hundred and thirty pages long. Considering that the
discourse itself occupies something k^s than "a hundred
pages, this preface may be pronounced a somewhat
remarkable achievement. It is principally devoted to
an onslaught on the principles of the author of Vesti(/es
of Creation in reference to science and philosophy, and
on those of the authors of the Tracts for the Ti'/iies in

regard to rehgiou and belief. Professor Sedgwick thinks
the middle way apparently the safest in most matters ;

and in this spirit remarks also on the proposed com-
mission of inquiry into the Universities. He protests
against ^^'ordsworth as an authority in favour of its

necessity, on the one hand
;
but is not less disposed, on

the other, to reject such authorities against it as Lord
Brougham or JNIr. Stuart.
Of books in the higher departments of publication, we

have to notice the appearance of an elaborate work on
Tubular Bridges by Mr. Edwin Clark, with a striking
folio of illustrative drav.-ings and lithographs. Also of
an Essay in two goodly octavos on Ancient Ec/ypt under
the Pharaohs by Mr. Keurick, full of learning, yet full
of interest, because grafting on the ascertained old

history all the modern elucidations of travellers and
artists, critics and interpreters. It appears to be but a
portion of a contemplated work compreheudmg a
complete history of those countries of the East whoso
civilisation preceded and influenced that of Greece ;

and to our proper understanding of which, the discovery
of the hieroglyphic character, and such researches as
those of ]\Ir. Layard, have lately contributed an entire
uew world of information. Another book remarkable
for the precision and completeness of its knowledge, is

Doctor Latham's Natural History of tlie Varieties of
Man, a very important couti-ibution to the literature of

ethnology ; and with this we must connect in subject,
though ccrtainlynot in any otherkind of merit,an eccentric
fi-agment on the Races of Man by Doctor Robert Knox.

Mrs. Jameson has published a second series of her
Poetry of Sacred and Legendary Art, in a volume of
Legends of the Monastic Orders, similarlv illustrated

;

and nothing can be more graceful than this lady's treat-
ment of a sul>jcct which has not much, to our thinkinsr,
that is graceful iu itself She clips its claws, and makes
it fit for drawing-room society; but essentially, the
theme is odious, though the institution had its u.ses, after
the f.ishion of all things that have existed for any time
in the world. To understand and feel the temper in
which they should be judged in the present dav, let the
reader, however, study such books as Seruimis on some
ofthe Subjects of the Day by the new dean of Bristol,
on which the true Chi-istiau spirit of modern life is im-
pressed, in vivid contx-ast with tlie dangerous assump-
tions of Tractiu-ianism.
To biography, a new volume of the Life of Chalmers

has been tlie most interesting addition. "A Life of
Ebenezcr Elliott, by his son-in-law, possesses also' some
interest; aud, with a little less of the biographer and
more of the biography, would have been yet more suc-
cessful. In English fiction, a semi-chartis't novel called
Alton I^ocke, full oferror and earnestness, and evidently
by a university man of the so-called Christian Socialist

school, is the mest noticeable work of the kind that has

lately appeared. The other romances of the month have
been translations fi-om the German and French. The
Tico Brothers is somewhat in the school of Miss Bremer

;

and Stella and Vanessa is a novel by a graceful French
writer very agreeably translated by Lady Duff Gordon,
of which the drift is to excuse S-\\ ift for his conduct to

Mrs. Johnson and Miss Vanhomrigh, The subject is

curious, and the treatment (for a Frenchman) not less

so. Nothing painful or revolting is dwelt upon, and if

it does not satisfy it fails to offend. Dates spoil the au-
thor's arguments and inferences

;
but the countrymen of

Swift have reason to be grateful to the gentlemanly
purpose and intention of M. Leon de WaiUy.

The Barbarigo Gallery at Venice, celebrated for ages
for its rich collection, especially of the works of Titian,
has been purchased by the court of Kus.siii, for 560,000
francs, or 22,400/. sterling.
The great Collection at tlie Hague, belonging to the

king of the Netherlands, has been sold by auction, the
sale occupying many days. The pictures having been

chiefly purchased by jjrivate individuals, are thus scat-

tered over the world ; comparatively few have come to

this country, and none have been purchased for behoof
of the English public.
The fine Collection of Pictures, the magnificent gift

of the late Mr. Vernon to the nation, have been removed
from the National Gallery to Marlborough House

;
and

the works of EugUsh artists, which were previously in

the National Gallery, have been added to it. These last,

however, are kept apart from the Vernon pictures. The
ground floor of the building is appropriated to this pur-
pose. It contains a siute of rooms, the first two of which
are devoted to the works of English artists, and the re-

mainder to the Vernon Collection.

Both the Italian Opera-hotiscs have brought their

respective seasons to a close. The last performance at

Her Majesty's Theatre was on Satiu-day the 2-tth ; and
the same night concluded the season at Covent Garden.
But there \vere several extra performances, at reduced

l^riccs, during the following week.—The only operatic
event of any interest a.s been the appearance at Her
Majesty's Theatre, of Madame Fiorentini, who jier-

fbrmed tlie parts of Norma and Donna Anna with

extraordinary success. She is a native of Seville, and
married to Mr. Jennings, an English Ofticer. Slie

received her musical education in London, and made
her first public appearance at Berlin only twelve
months. She is engaged by Mr. Lumley for next
season. ^Madame Sontag and Lablache are re-engaged ;

the latter fin- tliree years.

Jenny Lind sang at two concerts at Livci-pool on the

16th aud 19th
;
the I'hilharmonic Society- of that place

availing themselves of her nsit for the purpose of

embarking for America, having oft'ered her a thousand

pounds for those two performances. The first concert

^^•as miscellaneous ; the second consisted of the Messiah,
and its proceeds were ajipropriated to the benefit of the

Toxteth Hospital. The popular enthusia.-;m manifested

at these concerts, and when Mdlle. Lind eml)arked on
the 21st, was, even in her own case, quite unprece-
dented.
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COMMERCIAL RECORD.

BANKRUPTS.

From the Gazette o/ZiiJ^ 30.—Reuben Brooks, Regent-street,

picture dealer,—David Cleme.vt, Neath, Glamorganshire, sad-

dler.—Gale Peasegood, Sheifield, draper.—Thomas Tappen-

DEN, Friendly-place, Old Kent-road, Surrey, tailor.—Thomas
TiBBETT* March, Cambridgeshire, corn factor.— .Jonathan

Thompson, Wigton, Cumberland, grocer.—Eliza Way, West

Camel, Somersetshire, miller.-WilliamWoods, Prospect-place,

Wandsworth-road, Surrey, builder.

August 2. John Appleby, Shincliffe Mill, Durham, miller.—

,ToHN Hannah, Huddersfield, cloth draper.—Benjamin Homan,
Westbourne-terrace, Paddington, builder.—Edward McLeod,
Haberdasher's-street, Hoxton, common brewer.—Charles New-

ton, Douyfield Mills, Essex.—John Gale Peasegood, Shetfleld,

draper.
August 6. John Griffiths, Strand, linen-draper.-Charles

Newton, Donyland Mills, Essex, miller.—John Page, Sidmouth,

Devonshire, butcher.—John Veale Rowe, Bodmin, Cornwall,
builder.

August 9. Frederick Bennett, Clapham, Surrey, soda-water

manufacturer.—William Briddon, Liverpool, manvifacturing

chemist.—Thomas Clarke, Newport, Monmouthshire, grocer.
—

Thomas William Dornford, Suftblk-lane, Cannon-street, City,

wine-merchant.—Georde Willis Hinchliffe, Sheffield, manu-
faeturer.—Edwin Hyrons, John-street, Tottenham-court-road,

pianoforte manufacturer.—Henry Charles Knell, Belvedere-

road, Lambeth, timber merchant.—Samuel Parnall, East-looe,

Cornwall, grocer.—Richard Groves Ward, Brownlow-street,

Drury-lane, currier.

Aur/ust 13. Samuel Adams, William Bridges Adams, and

Gerard Ralston, Bow, engineers.
—William Henry de Wolf,

Liverpool, merchant.—Henry IIdward Ford and William

Reeves, Leadenhall -
street. City, ship -agents.

— Edward
Grounds, Wisbeach and Parson-grove, Cambridgeshire, draper.
^James Hibble, Blshopsgate-street-without, City, oilman.—
Daniel M'Intyre, Manchester, manufacturing chemist.—John
Robinson and Edward Moore, Wakefield, Yorkshire, spinners.—Jonathan Steele, Plough-road, Deptford, tar manufacturer.

—Edward Stephenson, Richmond, Surrey, builder.—John
Whitwell, Mark-l.ane, City, corn-factor.

August 16. James Gillett Beach, Woolwich, licensed vic-

tualler. - Frederick Mountford, Greenwich, stationer.—John
Napoleon Reynolds, Upper-street, Islington, grocer.—John
Robinson and Edward Moore, Wakefield, Yorkshire, spinners.—JAMES Groom Short, Bell-street, Edgeware-road, iron-founder.
—William Shropshall, Jun., Congleton, Cheshire, miller.—
William Goldfinch Williams, Accrington, Lancashire, dra-

per.—Robert Henry Wood, Birmingham, surgeon.

August 20. William Goodwin, Macclesfield, Cheshire, manu-
facturer.—John Gray and Robert Willia.ms, Chester, engi-
neers.—William Hymers, Gateshead, Durham, publican.

August 23. Robert Barnard, Carnaby-street, Golden-square,
oilman.—Dorinda Ann Burnett, Dawley, Shropshire, lodging-
house keeper.—John Davidson and Richard Davidson, South

Shields, butehers.—Ralph Dickenson, Crook, Durham, grocer.—Henry Edward Gerlach, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, merchant.
—

Joseph Samuel Hodge and James Culpin, New Oxford-street,
tailors.—Joseph Kirkland, Stockport, Cheshire, joiner.—Jane

Thomas, Brynmawr, Breconshire, grocer.
—Thomas Thomas,

Dudley, Worcestershire, iron-merchant.—Thomas Wilson, Hill-

top, Staffordshire, iron-manufacturer.

August '27. John Chell, Manchester, oil and colourm.an.—
John King, East Stonehouse, Devonshire, builder.—John
Mainprice, Sohara, Cambridgeshire, innkeeper.

—James Robin-

son, Ripon, surgeon.
—Henby Ward, Holbeach, Lincolnshire,

draper.

BANKRUPTCIES ANNULLED.
August 3.—William Ridleh, Cowlersbuiy, Yorkshire, con-

tractor for public works.

August 21. Reuben Brooks, Regent-street, picture-dealer.

THE STOCK AND SHARE MARKETS.
Citg, Aug. 27.

The English Stock Market has been characterised by some
degree of dulness during the month, and the prices which ruled
at the date of our last monthly review have not been sustained.
The business transacted lias not been of an important character,
and the extreme fluctuation amounts to scarcely one per cent.

Consols were quoted on the 29th ult. at 96J to 97, and from this

point they drooped gradually till the 21st inst., when they
touched 93. Since then, however, the market has been firmer

and looking up, and Consols are now c|noted 963 to §.
The prices of most descriptions of Railway Sliares have been

well supported during the month, and in many instances an
advance in value has been established. The business, generally,
has been on a quiet scale, speculators keeping out of the market,
and the operations on account of 6o«(t /de iiivesters being com
paratively few.

STOCKS.
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THE TMEE^INGDOMS.
HIS Excellency Bai-on Haynau's appearance in London at a season when, according to Horace AValpole,

absolutely nothing abides in London but flabby mackarel and wooden gooseberry tarts, will probably be

thought by devout believers in "
newspaper dispensations

"
attributable to nothing so much as that fact, and the

news-famine prevailing in consequence. Else he would surely have come at the season which extends its

welcome to all such visitors ; and, feasting, flattered, and caressed, would have come and gone like any
other lion. As it was, he stayed but a very short time; and, grateful as news-writers may have reason to

be to him, it was difficult for news-readers to pei-use
" without a feelmg of vindictive pleasure

"
(as

Mr. Macaulay remarks of the mobbing and flight of Judge JeSi-eys) the mobbing and flight of Baron Haynau.
In brutality to gentle women, and cruel ferocity to noble men, the General takes rank above the Chief

Justice ; for Jefli-eys never had an equal chance of glutting his thirst for blood. To have hanged thu-teen

general ofiicers at Arad, on the same day whose dawn at Pesth had witnessed his biiital murder of the

chief magnate of an ancient land, is a chance that falls to few, and perhaps the solitary deed by which

Haynau will be remembered. His biography will be easily written. When to the fact just stated it is

added that he flogged women for speaking ill of his emperor, and that after his emperor had rewai-ded

him with dismissal, he was pelted out of England in disgust by a parcel of brewers' di-aymen, history ^^'ill

have closed its I'ccord, contemptuous but not unsaJutary, of his Excellency the Baron Haynau. It will

hardly trouble itself to mquire whether he passed from his retreat in the dust-bin to the repentant arms of

bis imperial master, and exchanged the drayman's broomstick for a marshal's baton. His flight from
Bankside ^vill be the culminating point of his career.

Of other home incidents there are not many that call for remark, unless exception be made for another
batch of Popish converts, incluchng a weak-minded lord, the relative and tRe sister-in-law of a protestant bishop,
two well endowed vicars, a richly-beneficed rector, and a few young sentimental lovers of Roman Cathohc

fopperies. These Puseyite secessions to Rome are to be regarded with no feeling but of satisfaction by all

good Protestants. The danger is not from those who go, but from those who stay. The difi'erence is

between a fair and a treacherous enemy ; and, as the good Arnold says, we would honour the one and hang
the other. To take a notorious instance. Mr. Allies, the vicar of Launton, has only held his post in the

English church (to the disgrace of those who for the last four years have suScred his continuance there),

in the hope and with the purpose of betraying it ; and there is really nothing in the fact of his now openly
joining Rome, but a gratifjdng confession of the failure of his treachery. >^

The heart of the great body of the

English people was in oiu- judgment never sounder in regard to all such matters than it is at present.
There would be more danger ua the secession of one member of the sturdy, thinking, middle-class popula-
tion, than in fifty such apostacies as those of the latest batch recorded. Our only desire is that people who
still remain in the English church with the hope of obtaining what they call self-government for it, may
follow their friends as fast as possible. Self-government means independence of state-control, and

independence of state-control means uncontrolled domination, and uncontrolled domination is popery.
"The system of mixed education," says the address just publislied by the Roman Catholic synod at Thurles,
with more candour than its writers probably mtcnded,

"
may have been devised in a spirit of generous and

impartial policy ;
but the statesmen who framed it were not acquainted with the inflexible nature of om-

doctrines." That is perfectly tme. There is no middle course for the devout adherents of Rome, nor is

there any middle point of oompi'omise for her Protestant admu-ers. There is no elasticity, no adaptability to

progress, in her doctrines or in her institutions. Poor Pio Nono tried it, and found them " inflexible ;" and
now his Holiness sits in St. Peter's chair with his brain half shattered by the attempt. The big manly voice

that at the outset of his pontificate sounded like a new evangel, has dwindled back to the old childish treble

about miracles and mothei-s of mercy. His gi-oat acts since he resumed his seat have been throe. He has

satisfied the doubts of time believers as to the immaculate conception, he has recognised the miracle of the

picture that winks its bare-faced eyes at Rimini, and ho has denounced all education over whicli the Romish
Church sliall not be suifcred to sit supreme.
Very humiliating is it to have to add that the latter decision directly affects these islands. The Synod of

Irish priests at Thui'les, becomingly presided over by a prelate-editor who had denounced the astronomy of

Galileo and Copernicus as an insult to the \visdom of Moses and the son of Siraeh, has implicitly obeyed its

infallible Head, and the Queen's Colleges are condemned. It is said that the condemnation passed by a

majority of only one ; and that one a substitute for an ailing bishop, craftily provided by Doctor HI'Hale ;
but

in the present temper of the Pope this will matter little. The mischief is done, and is likely to get all

possible help and confirmation from the College of the Propaganda. Quantum valeaf, the decision may be

taken as settled. The Irish Roman Catholics, then, are to lie taught on Roman Catholic principles, or not to

be taught at all. Newton is to be filtered through Dens, Herschell through the learned jirimato Cullen, the

text of Plato through the glosses of M'Halo, and politics and history througli the Index Expurgatorius.
Their science and astronomy, as well as their history and morality, are to be strictly orthodox : and what
this kind of orthodoxy means, a dispute now raging in France explains to us. The Archbishop of Paris,
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alarmed for the liberties of the Gallican Church, puts under censure a newspaper famous for its sympathies
with the Church Ultra-Montane. The newspaper protests against the censure ; appeals to the Pope ;

and
demands judgment whether its doctrines have not been such as are justified by Papal authority. But while

the protest is on its way to Kome, a brief of the Holy Father, decisive of one of the questioned doctrines,

is already on its way to the Bishop of Kimini. By this brief, Pio None gives a crown of gold to the
miraculous picture ; and so settles that point, which may be said to involve the doctrine of mechanical
forces. The others are moral and historical. The newspaper asks the Holy Father il' the Inquisition was
not a perfectly justifiable mode of protecting the privileges of the Church, and if the Church did not

strictly observe the limits of Christian duty in punishiug rebellion to her ftiith by a St. Bartholomew
massacre ; nor does it seem possible, upon these points, to doubt the Holy Father's reply, when we know
that already there has been bestowed upon this humane public instructor and questioucK of his Holiness,
" in testimony of his satisfaction, a beautiful medal struck in commemoration of his return to Home." This

being the character, then, of the teaching, historical, moral, and scientific, at present in highest favour at

Rome, it need hardly excite surprise that the Queen's Colleges have beeu denounced. It is qiute certain that

such science, morals, and history, would be scouted there. What theu ? Of course there must be science,

morals, and history, adapted to Roman Catholicism ; and a Roman Catholic University is consequently to

be founded, self-endowed, and self-supported. In other words, a country reported to be starving is to

accomplish, for the obstraction of education, what.tlie same covmtry in its most lavish repeal-rent days was
unable even remotely to contribute to, for the promotion of education. " We have within ourselves," says the

Synod, again a little over-candid,
'• and in the persons of our brethren who ai-e scattered, &c., ample resources,

zeal, learning, talent, and the pecuniary means, for the accomphshmont of such an object." One may imagine
a good many people in England somewhat startled at this announcement

; and disposed to think it a little

hard that, since ample pecuniary means are within reach of Irish Roman Catholics for the perpetuation of

priestly bigotry, English Protestants should be required to contribute thu-ty thousand pounds a-year for the

rearing of priestly bigots. Thus the Maynooth question, and several othere, may happen to be involved in the

setting up of this new Universitj' ! Not two years ago the Vicar-General of Ardagh appointed the Te Deum to

be sung within his diocese, for the Pope's denunciation of the "Colleges of the Godless ;" and Protestant thanks-

givings will be not less loud, and much more reasonable, when the Money of the Godless comes to be treated

in the same way. It is pleasant meanwhile to note that the authorities of the Colleges gather courage, as then-

opponents wax in insolence ; and that the temporary injustice done to Mr. Vericour has been already promptly
redressed.

The same journals which describe the proceedings of the Synod, contain sundry petitions of Irish

proprietors to be relieved from the tyranny of the poor law inquisition ; nor have the priestly denoimcers
of the Queen's Colleges been the least vehement opponents of the Queen's poor-law. The moral of this

points the difference between money to lift the masses from ignorance, and money to keep them in idleness.

The one is contemptuously scouted at our hands, and the other greedily clamoured for. At the same time the

opportunity, which might have been turned to noble profit by such an organisation as that of the New Tenant

League, bids fair to be lost by obstinate adherence to impracticable schemes. Nothing will content its leaders

but to settle by statute the valuation of rent, which is about as reasonable as it would be to settle wages and

prices in like manner. Rational men turn from such mischievous proposals to wait patiently the working of

the Encumbered Estates Act, to strive for amendments that shall give it greater efficacy, and to found upon it

hopeful anticipations against the still continuing miseries of rack-rent, and indiscriminate eviction. Even limited

as it now is, it has helped to rid us of not a few of those Irish landlords with the name and nothing else, with
the means of the poor and the waste of the rich, with the duties of one condition and the necessities of the

other, who have been the bane of the country. Nor does there seem reason to doubt Lord Clarendon's recent

averment at his progress in the North, that the promise of a condition of things improving with these

changes already begins to show itself in expanding commerce, thriving industry, and restored and rational

tranquillity, at least in those portions of the Island most distant from the site of the Synod.
The ^ice-royal progress in the north of Ireland, the royal progress through Castle Howard and Holyrood

to the less sophisticated enjoyments of Balmoral, and the various gatherings and feastings held in conse-

quence, may be passed with this brief mention : pausing only to remark the heaiiy welcome with which
Sir James Graham greeted Lord Carlisle as he passed through Cumberland in returning from attendance

on Her Majesty. The key of that nobleman's character throughout life, he said, ou the occasion of a

public meeting, had been sweetness and kindness of heart. Other men (and particularly he alluded

to the man most dear to him, who had lately passed to his accoimt) had suiTendered then' eai-ly opinions only
to the force of reasoning, and the slow induction of argument, and so exposed themselves to the charge
of inconsistency. But Lord Carlisle's kind sympathies and generous feeling towards the great masses of

his countrymen had induced him, from his fii'st appearance in public life, to take the very course to which
in later days other men had arrived

;

"
and," added Su' James, with a certain sly humour amid his cordial

warmth of eulogy,
" his kindness of heart and generosity of feeling had stood in the place of reason in

the course he had pursued." This was the substance of a speech which we find it very pleasant to

record. And it reminds us of another which ought to have mention also. Opportunity was taken at

Edinburgh to get Prince Albert to lay the stone of the New National Gallery, when he "
improved

"
the

occasion by an extremely graceful and pretty httle address. It would seem that an old parliamentary
grant for the encouragement of Scotch manufactures and fisheries has fallen into an-ear, from the fact

of those fisheries and manufactures sufficiently encouraging themselves; whei-eupon, this arrear being
now appropriated to the building of a National Academy of Art, the Prince draws from it the moral of a

healthy national progress, as exhibited in the ruder arts connected with the necessaries of life first gaining
strength, then in education and science supen'ening and directing fm-ther exertions, and finally in the ai'ts

which only adorn life becoming longed for by a prosperous and educated people. That was doubtless true

and ingenious ;
and the Prince has probably since heard, amid the healthy heather of Balmoral, that a pros-

perous and educated people have a strong taste for nature as well as ai-t, and are given to be extremely jealous
of encroachment of any kind on their parks and ple;isure gi-ounds. For, advantage having been taken of the

Queen's holiday to take possession in her name of a part of the holiday groimd of her subjects in St. James'

Park, very reasonable protests are rising on all sides, such as neither Queen nor ministry will be wise to
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disregard. Oue of the tnost profligate proposals of last Session for some sis and twenty thousand pounds
for "the improvement of St. James' Park," met with too cold a reception to be pressed upon the house; but

the sufficiently scandalous sum of eleven thousand pounds which was voted is evidently scn-ing for a com-

mencement ; and the improval of the parli, unless a sliarp watch bo kept upon it, is not unlikelj' to mean
the adornment of the Queen's palace with a garden abstracted from the park, shut out from the public, and
devoted to the royal nursery. But the public as well as the ministers are placed upon their guard, and in

sufficient time.

So let us hope, are the city merchants to the danger of a continued inadequate water supply in the heart

of London ; seeing that a hundred thousand pounds were sacrificed at a fire in Mai-k Lane the other day,when

hardly as many sixpences need have been lost if water for the engines could have been obtained. So, let us add
with no inconsiderable pleaisure, ate a class of people that required even severer caution and warning than

ministei-s, merchants, and rate-payers. In Edinburgh, just after the Queen's visit, the responsible officers of

the Glasgow and Liverpool steamer Orion, wrecked in the summer off Portpatrick with a loss of more than

fifty lives, were pronounced gidlty of criminal negligence by the High Court of Justiciary, and sentenced, the

captain to eighteen months' imprisoiiment, and the mate to seven ye;u's' transportation. The case against
both admitted of not the least doubt. The defence set up involved the old artifice of an attempt to discredit

the compasses, and to prove a sudden inset of the tide
;
but the jui-y had not the least hesitation in fixing

On the tevd culprits. If a doubt rest upon the verdict it is that the captain was not entitled to the

comparative mercy of his lighter sentence. Assuming the correctness of the nautical testimony, he had for

several weeks been steering a course notoriously vmsafe, for the sake of a wretched and quite worthless

advantage in point of time ; and, though the mate bettered his master's recklessness when left in sole charge
of the ship, the master continued as responsible for the peiil incurred on that familiar coast, in that calm sea,

on that lovely summer night, as the man who stood at the wheel when the danger came. What
remains in the way of example, after unrelenting enforcement of the punishments awarded, it will become
the Board of Trade to look to, after considting certain recent acts of parliament. Had the boats been found

efficient, and the discipline of the ship proved equal to the occasion, the terrible scene of shipwreck might
have been deprived of nearly all its horror. It is perhaps hardly disconnected from this subject to add a

Word on the fate of the wretched man who destroyed himself in a balloon and pony ascent from Bordeaux
the other day ; and in the death of the poor child who tumbled on his head instead of his heels, in posture-

making with his father, a la Risley. There is of coui'se no effijctual protection against incidents of this kind

but in the refusal of the pleasure-seekers, for whom they arc invented, to find pleasure in such unworthy
excitements. It is perhaps some set-ofi', however, for the discredit of the victim in the balloon case having been
an Englishman, that the holiday-makere for whom he put his life in peril belonged to another country.
Mr. Gale would hardly have crossed the channel with his pony, if Cremome had encouraged him to stay here ;

or if Mr. Green's reception) in his like attempt at Vausiiall, had been a little more bi-illiaht than it happily

pl'oved to be.

The results of the hai-vCst generally are up to this period better than had been looked for, and the potato

panic has ended in a not worse supply than that of last year. The coimtry is prospering, notwitlistanding
that particular classes, manufacturing as well as agricultural, feel the pinch of the transition state through
which it is passing to what we hope is the sure promise of a yet solider and more enduring prosperity.
Lord Brougham, in the interval of a little illegal amusement with which he has been disporting himself in

Westmoreland, dolefully warns the world of the unpromising condition of law in general, and of matters of

reform that have lately been taken too much out of his hands ; but the wox-ld enjoys its summer holidays,
does not seem to lose heart, and is doubtless very far from despairing of that good coming time which is to

bring even popular education and law reform. It would appear at the same time veiy certain that Cambridge
Univereity tvtII contribute little to either by the member she is about to elect to represent her interests in

ParUament. What those interests can be supposed to be, we must infer from the fact that Sir John Herschell

declines to represent them ;
and that the race is to be i-un between a man of John's and a man set up by the

smaller colleges, whose bigotry at least ought to biing them inneckandneck,whatever their college votes may
do. The .Johnian is for going back to protection, and so is the man of the smaller colleges. The Johnian will have

nothing to do with the Jew, neither toU the man of the smaller colleges. The Johnian wUl fight tooth and naU

against University Reform and the Educational Privy Council, and so will the small colleges man. Both are high

wranglers, both ai'e decent lawyers ; yet never were tweedledum and tweedledee committed to more mortal

difference than that which rages between Mr. Cowling and Mr. Wigi'am. Friends of the University say it

has all arisen from the contest starting up in vacation, when only tlie nobodies are in residence, and when the

Master of Tiinity is on his travels ; but a somebody might surely have been summoned, and waited for, if that

were all. Certain is it, we must admit, that London could not have supplied him, imless a police magistrate
would have sei-ved ; for, since Baron Hayuau went so suddenly away, these excellent individual.?, and the

objects of theirjudicial care, have had the metropolis aliaost exclusively to themselves. Somewhat fantastic,

too, havebeeu then- decisions now and then. AVhile a becrshop-keeper was fined 5l. the other day for selling

beer on a Simday morning, tlie captain'of a steamer was fined only 'il. for recklessnes-s that had neai'ly caused

a frightful loss of life ; and a "fashionably dressed
"
ruffian who had rioted in a theatre, and flung an enormous

cauliflower in the face of one of the actors, was simply asked to put in bail for future decency. Thus fine

by degi-ees, and beautifully less, justice is apt to grow. On the other hand we have to record our gratitude
to one of these gentlemen for having pithily condensed into two lines the philosophy of street-music. It was a

case of Scotch bagpipes, which have been lately added to other similar instruments of musical torture ; and
the defence bemg that tlie players got their hving by playing on the bagpipes, Mr. Hardwick remarked that
"
they must not adopt such a mode of getting their o^ni living as would huider other people from getting

theirs." Having touched on legal matters it may be worth whUe to glance at a Dublin Exchequer Court

iasuraneo case, in Which the amount of money involved by the verdict turned out to be not greatly more
th<an double the amovmt that had to be paid to the special jurors in consequence of the trial having been spun
out to the enormous length of thirty-one days. A perfect sea-serpent of a trial !

We began with Haynau, and may end with the monster of the deep ; adding a word or two on another
kind of monster. Tlie sea serpent appeared on the Irish coast just as Haynau arrived, and as the Python
formerly visited a land more tranquil. The latter was deeihed worthy of a god's intervention and

k 2
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vengeance ; a brewer's drayman sufficed to lodge Haynau in a dust-bin ; and for the third the issue as yet seems
doubtful. First, he was first seen scratching himself against a beacon-light off Courtmaskerry ; then he was
shot at while roving about Ballycotton Bay, electrifying small fish and Irish blue-jackets ; and when last

beheld, was reported to be "very like a (bottle-nose) whale." Clearly he is at least a harmless reptile, and
his annual visits promote what Dr. Johnson calls the harmless stock of public pleasure. It would be well if

all human specimens of the reptile class were equally so. Mr. Feargus O'Connor's annual -i-isits at Nottingham,
for example, are quite another matter ; for though there is farce enough in his proffered resignation of his

scat to the electors and non-electors of the place, there is a good deal of tragedy in the kind of advice which
he has the infamy to proffer along with it. On this last occasion he told the mob who had gathered
round him that an English merchant or capitalist was one who traffics on the blood, marrow, and sweat of

the people ; and that the houses of parliament had no other use or intention than to suck the blood, the

meat, and the marrow out of the people. There was no law, he remarked, for the poor. It was safer for a

rich man to shoot at a poor man's head, than for a poor man to shoot at a rich man's hare. He singled out

some neighbouring manufacturers by name as employing five thousand hands a-day, as being tyrants over that

multitude of men, and able to give themselves at once a profit of 2501. a-week by reducing wages to the

amount of twopence daily. Without an allusion to his own starving victims at Snig's End, he had the effrontery
to protest that he had himself spent a hundred thousand pounds in elevating the position of the working-
classes

;
but this piece of impudence was too braggart to meet with other than a cool reception, even from

the tools and idiots who hurrahed him. He proceeded to describe himself as the special object of govern-
ment persecution in this coimtry, and declared that for anybody to have had a hand in hunting him dovTn
was certain to insure that person's immediate distinction. In this way he accounted for the promotion of

Lord Campbell and Sir John Jervis to be Chief Justices, and of Sir Frederick Pollock to be Chief Baron
;

because the first and second had prosecuted him atYork and Liverpool, and the last at Lancaster. And truly what
followed next of this choice oration seemed to challenge prosecution number four ! The orator avowed, with
cool deliberation, that the working-classes of England had been defrauded by the legislature of their fair share

in the benefits of the steam engine, of manufacturing machinery, and of extended navigation, during the last

half century ; asserted that if his principles were carried out, the man who now earned ten shillingsa-week should
earn three pounds ; and promised that if he had but the power, he would make the taxes to be not more than
four millions a-year. He only waited for a war, he added, to carry out these views. They were simply to be

patient till France fell out with England, when it should be his care to enable every man to live comfortably,

ay, luxuriously, on the sweat of his brow. The old, reckless, wicked story ! Jack Cade the clothier is to dress

the Commonwealth, and turn it, and set a new nap upon it. It was never merry world in England since

gentlemen came up ; but it vwll come right as soon as seven halfpenny loaves are sold for a penny, and
the three-hooped pot has ten hoops, and it is felony to drink small beer, and the whole realm is in common,
and Mr. Feargus O'Connor's mouth is the Parliament of England, and only his palfry goes to gi-ass in Cheap-
side. Happily, however, this sort of trash has veiy few listeners now, and none among the better kind of

working men of England. The braggart who uses it has been thoroughly exposed ; and his schemes,

except by the victims to whom they have brought loss and despair, are scouted and laughed at. Any one
who would contrast the miserable dupes with whom he may still be imagined to have influence, with
that noble class of thoughtful and sober men whose intelligence protects them against his arts, should
consult and compai-e the views and wishes of English operatives as detailed before the Parliamentary
Committee on the Savings of the Middle and Working Classes.

NARRATIVE OF POLITICS.

LoKD Clarendon left Dublin 'on the 2nd instant for a

Fortnight's Tour in the North of Ireland. After visit-

ing the Earl of Erne, and spending several days as the

guest of the Marquis of Londonderry, he arrived at

Belfast on the 12th. He made a public entry into the
town amidst the most impressive demonstrations by the
citizens. On the same day, the Lord-Lieutenant com-
menced his active progress through a round of invita-

tions—to the Hall of the Ulster Flax Society, to the

great flax-spinning mill of Messrs. Mulholland, and
other notable bodies or establishments. From the
Belfast Board of Guarc^ians he received an address,

informing him that the condition of the poorer classes

in Belfast is gradually improving, and that out-door

relief, with its demoraHsing effects, has been unneces-

sary. He congratulated them, in reply, on the fact that

during a period of unexampled distress, the poor were
maintained without assistance by the Government, and
without the imposition of undue burdens on the rate-

payers; and added—" I agree with you in thinking that
these results are attributable to the industrious spirit
and orderly habits which have long characterised the

people of this city, and to the employment afforded by
the prosperous state of trade and manufactures, which I

trust may long continue: but they also reflect great
credit upon those who are charged with the administra-
tion of the Poor-law in Belfast." In the evening a

great banquet was given to Lord Clarendon at the Music
Hall. He rode to the place of meeting in General

Baiubrigge's carriage drawn by six horses, a miUtary
escort preceding him, and the streets crowded by ac-

claiming thousands. He was received at the Music Hall

by the Corporation in their robes of state
;
the Mayor

preceding him into the dining-room, and as he took his

seat the bands played
" God save the Queen." The

guests included men of all creeds and political shades :

near to the Mayor were seated the Bishop of Down and
Connor, the Earl of Erne, the Marquis of Londonderry,
Mr. Sharman Crawford, M.P., and Mr. N. Alexander,
M. P. The notable speech after dinner was that of
Lord Clarendon himself, in acknowledgment of his own
health,

" which was drunk with hearty and prolonged
enthusiasm, the bands playing

'
St. Patrick's Day.'

"

He dwelt in glowing language on the returning tran-

quilhty anddawningprosperity of the country:
" Among

the most agreeable signs of improvement which have of
late taken place in this country, I rank the fact that
almost all men in Ireland appear to recognise the folly
and uselessness of those political differences which have
too long destroyed confidence, scared away capital, and
fostered a spirit of animosity among the population. I

do not, of course, allude to the legitimate discussion of

political questions
—the birthright of British subjects

—
which has utility for its basis and the public good for its

object. I allude to that agitation which is carried on,
not for the public interest, but for individual purposes ;

and I am happy in being able to appeal to this enlight-
ened assembly whom I have the honour of addressing,

whether, in this respect, a vast improvement has not taken

place—whether a period can be recollected less charac-

terised by scheming agitators than that of the two years
which have just passed ?

" He paid a special compli-
ment to Belfast, on her improvement in manufacture and
art, and remarked the improved m(n-al and social
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character of the people of Ireland in general. One
million sterling, he observed, had been already advanced
under the Land Improvement Act, and the reports from
the Commissioners of public works showed how well the

example of improving landlords had been followed by
improving tenants, and how important to the labouring
classes was regidar employment with money wages ;

"I
certainly was grieved at seeing to-day large bales of flax
—-Russian and Dutch—that might have been replaced

by Irish. I regretted the sight ; still, it is gratifying to

know that attention is being generally turned to the
cultivation of flax in this country, and that owners and

occupiers of land are beginning to understand how
greatly their interests wiU be promoted by their contri-

buting to advance the national manufactui-es. I regard
the present movements in this direction as hopeful ;

and
I look forward to a time when the advantages wiU
become fully apparent, and when the interests of agri-
culture and munufactures will be interwoven and

brought together into harmonious action." He then

pointed out the beneficial working of the poor law

throughout Ireland
;
and concluded with a compliment

and an advice to the Irish landlords ;
—" With respect to

the landlords of Ireland, I would take this opportunity
of saying that they have been most unjustly condemned
as a class. They have no due allowance—I might almost

say no allowance at all—for the unavoidable diflieulties

of their position. I have the pleasure of being personally

acquainted with many landlords, who, for kindness and
attention towards their tenants, and who, for the zeal

and untiring assiduity with which they perform the

duties properly devolving upon them, are second to none
in the world, and are deserving of the highest commen-
dation. Among" a class so numerous, I am well aware
that there must be some bad men ; but it is the conduct
of a good man that will prevail, and 1 believe such con-

duct is prevailing. I believe the time is not far distant

when the evils of absenteeism will be fully recognised in

their true light ;
and when it will be seen that there is

no supervision equal to that of the owner of the soil, and
that the landlord will be rewarded more fully in wit-

nessing the welfare and social comfort of his tenantry,
than in spending their proceeds in his own pleasures and

enjoyments elsewhere."
The statutes which constitute " The Queen's University

in Ireland" have received her Majesty's sanction, and
are now in full operation. The Earl of Clarendon has

been appointed Chancellor, and a Senate is constituted,

consisting of seventeen eminent individuals of different

denominations, who represent generally the various de-

partments of Uterature and science, medicine, and law.

The Chancellor and the Senate appoint examiners, and

grant degrees in art, medicine, and law, to the students

in the three Queen's Colleges of Belfast, Cork, and

Galway.
The Council of the Tenant League, now sitting in

Dublin, have published the weekly report of their pro-

ceedings, with an address organising the movement.

They have resolved to take steps for "
systematically

extending the principles and influence of the Tenant

League, by holding sittings of the Council successively
and at short intervals in various parts of the country ;

and, if the friends of tenant right in each district approve
it, by holding public county meetings at the same time
and place."
The sittings of the Prelatical Congress at Thurles

terminated on the 10th
;
but its proceedings, it appears,

are not to be promulgated till they have been submitted

to, and received the authorative sanction of, the Holy
See. Archbishops M'Hale and Slattery have refused

to accept the appointments, conferred on them by the

Government, of visitors to the provincial colleges in their

respective dioceses.

"The "
SynodicalAddressof the Fathers of the National

Council of Thurles, to their beloved flock the Catholics

of Ireland," has been published in Dublin, in the shape
of a pamphlet. The Colleges are violently denounced,
and the Roman Catholic priesthood arc called upon to

abstain from connexion with them. But the authority
of this manifesto is doubted ;

it being said that on cer-

tain points respecting the Colleges, the opinions of the

bishops were so nearly balanced as to produce a majority
of one only.

Mr. Fcargus O'Connor went through his annual form
of tendering his resignation to his contituents at

Nottingham on the 2nd instant. The meeting was far from

numerous, and his reception rather cool. He expatiated
on his services. During the thirty years of his political

life, he had toiled against more antagonism than any
man that ever came before him, or than, he trusted,

any man that came after him would ever be compelled
to encounter. He knew that, Nottingham being an

important town, all who had represented it before him
had received their reward. Lord Dcnman was Lord
Chief-Justice

;
and Sir J. C. Hobhouse, who, when

member for Westminster, said that he should like to

turn the Thames into the House of Commons—Sir John,
who was then a revolutionist, was now a Minister of the
Crown. But did they suppose that, to be Lord Chancellor,
or Prime Minister, or Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, or

Governor-General of India, would induce him to give
one single vote that was opposed to their interests ? As
he often told them before, he had never, during his

thirty years of agitation, eaten a meal or travelled a mile
at their expense, and he had spent over 100,000/, of his

own money. Did he blame these men for turning
round on him ? No

;
he blamed the Chai'tists themselves.

The man who earned 204'. looked with scorn on the man
who only earned 10«., and the man who earned 10s.

with scorn upon the pauper. If he had his principle
carried into efi'ect, they would be able to earn, not 20s.

or 10s., but 3/. a-week each. He had created the

public mind in spite of all antagonism—he had organised
it—and when France fell out with England he would
direct it in such a direction as would enable every man
to live comfortably, ay, lirxurioiisly, on the sweat of

his own brow. (Hear, hear.) Nor was he an upstart
democrat. His aged uncle had now lived 52 years in

banishment, and was now 90, but was as staunch as

ever. His father was immured for seven years in damp
dungeons and cells, by which he had been hurried to a

premature grave— and all for sake of freedom. He had,

therefore, a hereditary right to advocate their cause. Mr.
O'Connor went on in this strain for sometime longer ;

and
then oneof his supporters, Mr. .Sweetmovedthe following
resolution—" That we, the electoi-s, and non-electors of

Nottingham, beg most respecti'ully to tender our sincere

thanks to our distinguished representative, Feargus
O'Connor, Esq., for his unwearied and talented services

as a member of Parliament for this town. Notwithstand-

ing the base slanders heaped upon him by a hireling and

corrupt press, and the ingratitude of a portion of the

working classes
;
we beg to assure him that our confi-

dence in him remains unshaken
; therefore, we most

earnestly request him to resume those duties which he
has so ably performed, with honour to himself and
satisfaction to us." Mr. Sweet then went on :

—" If it is

your pleasure that Mr. O'Connor should retire, he is

quite willing to do so
;
but if it is your pleasure that he

should go back to battle with thieves—they are theives—
they pass acts that rob us, and they are thieves—if it is

your pleasure that he should go back to battle with them

upon their o>vn platform, he is fully prepared to do

so." The resolution was carried almost unanimously ;

and Mr. O'Connor having briefly returned thanks,
called for three cheers for " the Charter, and no Surren-

der," and also three groans for the Whigs. This
was done with considerable spii-it, and the meeting
broke up.
The Freehold Land Societies are continuing their

operations. On the 16th the Uxbridge Society took

possession, with public celebrations, of eleven acres of

fine meadow -land near the town
;
which will give sixty-

four or sixty-six votes for the county of Middlesex to the

shareholders. On the same day the Westminster Society
took possession of thii-ty acres of land at East Moulsey ;

for which they have given 4700/., and by which they
will gain about two hundred and sixty votes for West

Surrey.
The Election for Poole terminated on the 24th, by

the return of Mr. Seymour, the Free Trade Candidate,
who beat his protectionist competitor, Mr. Savage, by
188 votes to 167.—A keen contest is going on for the

representation of Cambridge University, in the room of

Mr. Law, between Mr. Cowling, and Mr. Wigram.
The day of election is not yet fixed.
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NARRATIVE OF LAW AND CRIME.

A TOTJXG man named John Ellis, storekeeper to the
" General Palmer," was Murdered in Neip Zealand on

board that vessel while lying in Port Nicholson, iu

April last. The ship was laid up in that port iu conse-

" manure the land with their blood before it should be
taken from them." The bailifis, therefore, retired.

The Captain and Mate of the Orio7i steamer were
tried at Edinburgh, before the High Court of Justiciary,
ou the 29th and 30t,h of A-Ugxist. The names of the

prisoners are Thomiv? Henderson and John WiUiams.

quence of her leaky condition, and the crew had left it was proved that during the watch of the latter as

her. Palmer had charge of all the stores
;
and was in

j

second mate, the vessel approaclied closer to the shore

the practice of coming on shore every morning to trfinsaet
|

than is usxial by \ipwards of a mile ; and that this

business with Mr. Bethune, a merchant and agent of i unusual course was taken when the weather ws^s

the ship residing in Wellington. He became acquainted hazy, and against the warning exclamations of the

with four men, named Good, n7/«s Henderson, a deserter I experienced seamen who had the look-out watch: the

from the 6oth regiment ; Coslin, Jones, and Thompson,
|

captain came on deck several times during the second

and they frequently visited him on board ship. He was mcite's watch, and each tinio observed both the compass

missing for a week, and Mr. Bethune, fearing that he and the ship's position off the shore, which co\ild be dis-

had been the victim of foul play, went on board the
, tinguishcd during nearly the whole course : thus the

General Palmer, and saw Thompson, who, on being : mate was shown to have conducted the ship recklessly,

questioned, said the shipkecpcr and Ellis had gone on
|

and the captain to have loft him uncontrolled in his

shore some days before. Mr. Bethune, having reason to
' ' ' "^^ ' '- ._ ^ -^r- .n ^..i

know the contrary, gave Thompson into custody, an<il

upon proceeding into the cabin was annoyed by an in

tolerable odour^ and upon uncovering one of the har-

ness casks, which had contained salt beef, the body of

the murdered man was found steeped in brine. The

corpse was dreadfully mutilated—the head having been

severed from the body. Upon a post mortem examina-
tion it was ascertained that he had been disposed of as

the Mannings disposed of their victim, O'Connor; he

was first shot, and his skuU was beaten in by a hamnjer.

Suspicion falling upon the men visiting him, and who
|

were last seen in his company, they v.ere sought; but

had absconded. They were subsequently apprehended
in different parts of the colony; and, after several

examinations, they were all committed for trial at the

Supreme Court, which was to hold its sittings in June.

The Irish papers contain many accounts^
of Affrays

and Disturbances, caused by the "
evictions

'' which are

daily taking place. On the '26th of August an aff;iir of

this kind took place near Ballinasloe. It is thus related

recklesness. The object was to cut off all corners, a;nd

to run a straight and swift course. On the part of the

captain it was urged, that the usage in tlie Liverpool
and Glasgow ser\ice is, that in fine weather he should
retire to rest during the four- hours of the second mate's

watch, that time including an unhazardous part of the

voyage ;
this usage was proved by several experienced

captains and pilots : but all these witnesses negatived
the propriety of the captain's retu-ement in hazy wea-
ther ; yet the log-book of the Orion enters the weather
as "hazj' and calm." Moreover, the captain wfts on

board, and supervised the course ;
so it was urged tha.t

he must sh<U'e the responsibility of it. For the mate it

was urged, first, that the course he gave was practically
correct—but he was contradicted both by Captain Robin-

son of the Royal Na^'y, the hydrographical smweyor of

the cpast, from whose observations the Admiralty charts

are prepared, and by commanders and pilots in the ser-

vice ; secondly, that the compasses were wrong generally—but it was proved that they varied only one point ;

and thirdly, that thoy were falsified on this particular

by the Western Star :
—" On Wednesday last, Mr. John

j

voyage by eight tons oi" ii'ou freight stowed r^ear to them

Kelly, poor-rate collector, proceeded with three as-
|

—but it was proved that this particular cause coiild only

sistants, named Miirray, Gavan, and Kenny, to distrain
| vai-y them two points. At the end of a trial of two days,

for poor-rates due by a man named Turlcy
—the amount

[

the jury found both prisoners guilty. The co\irt sen-

ile. Zs. After going on the lands of Ballymana, and
[

tenced the captain (Henderson) to be imprisoned for

seizing eleven head of cattle, several people collected

and succeeded in rescuing the cattle, with the exception
of one cow. Some blows were given on both sides, when
Mr. Kelly and his men were attacked with stones.

Murray was struck by a stone on the forehead, which
forced the blood through his ears and nose; and Mr.

KeUy was hit on the back of the head and some other

parts of his body. He had a double-barrolied'pistol in

his hand, and when knocked down two or three of the

'resicuers' held him, wrested the pistol from his hand,
searched his side-pocket for another pistol, which they

got, and when takiiig it out also tookoO?. in notes, either

through mistake or "design. So Mr. Kelly states. Mr.

Kelly and his party, however, got awaj', and came into

town, when Murray, who received such dreadful in-

juries, was put into hospital. He is the only support of

a widowed mother. We understand that the lands on

which the seizure was made were waste, and the cattle

found there belonged to a number of poor farmers living
in the neighbourhood."
There has been another dreadful case of Murder in

Tippcrary. On the morning of the 29th August, as

Thomas Batters, of Clashdrumsmith, was going along
the road at Breansha, near Emly, he was fired at from
behind a hedge, and was wounded in the An'ist and

thighs with large shot, making a dozen wounds. The
assigned motive was that Batters was employed as care-

taker on crops imder seizure for rent, and also blamed
for entertaining the keepers in his house. The unfortu-

nate man lingered until the following day, when he
died of his wounds at eight o'clock iu the evening.
Mr. Feargus O'Connor has commenced legal proceed-

ings for the purpose of llecoveriny Rents from the

aUgttees at Snig's End, near Gloucester. On the 2Sth

of August bailifl's proceeded from that city to serve

fifty-two writs. The colonists, who had got intelligence
of the coming storm, held a meeting on the precding
evening, and concerted their arrangements. On the

appearance of the baUift's they intimated that they would
|
penses of summons.

eighteen months, and the n^^te (Williams) to be tran-

s^jorted for seven yeai"s.

A case before the Lambeth Police Court on the 31st

of August should serve as a Caution to Railway Tra-

vellers. A gentleman named Aldridge was summoned

by the London and South Western Railway Com-

pany for riding in a carriage pf a class superior
to "the one he had a ticket for, on Sunday, the

10th day of Aiigust. One of the ticket-porters at

the Waterloo Road station, stated that on the above

evening, on the arrival of the train, he found Mr. Ald-

ridge with a lady and child in a second class carriage.
The gentleman handed him three third class carriage

tickets, upon which he asked for 3s. more, being the

difference between the second and third classes. Mr.

Aldridge refused to pay it, asserting that he had been
told by the clerk at starting tliat he might come back

in whatever class carriage he pleased. The parties had
come from Hampton Court. Mr. Aldridge said he had
asked the clerk for two tickets and a half, for self, wife,

and child. Was told there were no half tickets. Paid

3s., and asked the clerk were the carriages covered.

The answer that he got was, that it was no matter, as

he might come back by whatever carriage he pleased.
On returning, therefore, as the night was wet, he got
into a second class carriage. On arriving at the ter-

minus he was asked for one shilling a head, which he,

in conynon with several others, refused to pay. Mr.

Young, superinteiulent of the London and South West-
ern Railwaj', said it was quite impossible that the case

as stated by Mr. Aldridge could have occurred. The
third class carriages were aU uncovered ou "

excursion"

days, as the 10th was. The tare to Hampton Court in

them was but \s.
; in the second class it was 2s., and in

that cla.ss they had half-price tickets, but not iu the

third class, and ^Ir. Aldridge had admitted that he paid

only 3s. for three people. The magistrate fined jNIr.

Alciiidge OS., i.e., 3s. for difference of fare, and 2s. e?-
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William Eli Sandham, a decently dressed young man
described as a tailor, was charged at the Thames Police
Court on the .h-d instant, with Stealinc/ a Penny. A
lad named Tighc, the son of a gentleman residing at

Stepney, deposed that he was standing the preceding
evening in a crowd, looking at the Sliadwell regatta,
when the prisoner came close to him, and entering into

conversation, picked his pocket of a penny, and then
made his way out of the crowd. The lad's evidence was
corroborated by his companion. A policeman said that
in consequence of a communication from the boys he
followed and overtook the prisoner. He asked him if

he had taken a penny out of the boy's pocket; and the

prisoner said,
"
No, I have not done so." On the way

to the station-house the prisoner said he was a tailor out
of work, and that he had but Is 6d. in his pocket. The
prisoner was very much excited at the time. The
prisoner : I did not say I was out of work. I said I was
not very busy. I am a master tailor, and have work at

home. The police constable : I found upon the prisoner
\s. id., and an old penny piece ;

it was an old penny
piece. The prisoner : Did not the youth say he did not
know what sort of a penny piece it was ? Blake : He
first said it was an old penny piece ; then he said he did
not know. The magistrate said the case was so clear he
must commit the prisoner for trial. The prisoner :

"What, for a penny ! It will be the death of my mother
;

I left her at liomo very ill. Magistrate : I can't help
it. You are committed for trial.

At the Thames Police Court on the -Ith inst,. Captain
Alfred Palmer, master of the ship North Star, appeared
to answer the claims of four seaman, Phillip Neale, John
Hannagan, Charles Williams, and John Wadler, for
Waffes, on a voyage from London to Mazatlan and
back. The case disclosed irregularities during the

voyage, which show the necessity of such a measure as

the Mercantile ^larine Act, lately passed. The vessel
sailed in September last from London to Mazatlan, in

South America. The crew was engaged at 21. a month
for able bodied seamen, and 1/. 10s. for ordinaxy seamen,
out and home. It appeared from the statements, com-
plaints, and recriminations before the magistrate, that
the vessel, during the whole voyage, had been a scene
of dispute between the captain and the men, and of a
confusion and want of discipline which must have
produced constant peril. The captain met the demands
of the claimants for wages with charges against them of

idleness, insubordination, and desertion, while they
retorted with imputations against him of tj'ranny and
oppression. The circumstances are too numerous to be
detailed here ; but the captain's charges against the men
were so fai- substantiated, that their claims were materially
reduced. Their counter complaints against the captain
could not be entertained, as the question at issue was
merely the amount of wages due to them

;
but the case

showed how much the merchant service stood in need of

regulation.
At the Mansion House, on the 4th, Augustus Styles,

a chemist, of Camden Town, was committed for trial on
charges of Forr/inff and Uttering two bills of exchange
for 300/. and 200^., which purported to be accepted by a
INIr. Bailey, of Swancombe in Kent, an acquaintance of
the prisoner. Styles pretended that he had received
the bills from Mr. Bailey in payment for land. Mr.
Bailey stated that there was no transaction of the Itind,
and that his signature had been forged.
At the Marlborough Street Police Court, on the 4th,

two respectable young women complained of the conduct
of a di-aper who had a Ticket-Shop in Oxford Street.

They saw di-csscs in the window mai-ked "
Is." ; among

the lot was one without a price ; a man at the door told
them that that also was a shilling. The women entered
the shop, bought the dress, aud put down a shilling ;

the shopman threw the coin into the tUl, and then de-
manded Is. lie/, more, snatched back the dress, and
refused to return the shilling. The magistrate, remai-k-

ing that this was the third or fourth case of the kind

brought before him witliin the last day or two, told the

young women that their only remedy was a suit in the

County Coui't.

On the evening of the 4th, another attempt was made
by the convicts to Set Fire to Parkhurst Pri.ion. A
warder of the Juvenile Prison, alarmed by a strong

smell of burning linen in one of the wai-ds, entered it,

and discovered in one of the cells a mass of fire the
tlame of which was reaching the ceiling. Tlie fire was
happily extinguished without further injury; and it was
found on examination that a shovelfuU of live cinders
had been obtained from one of the stoves used for heating
irons in the adjoining tailors' shop, placed on the floor-

ing of the ward, and covered with the sheets and bed-

ding of the prisoners.
James Hill, charged with Forgeries upon the Austrian

Banli to the amount of 1.5,000/., was, on the .5th, com-
mitted by the Birmingham magisti'ates for trial at the
next assizes.

At the Richmond Police Coiirt, on the 6th, Francisco

Mouhards, a foreigner about thirty years old, was charged
with delivering Begging Letters to the Duchess of
Orleans, and with obtaining money fraudulently.
He was sentenced to imprisonment for seven days
in the Brixton House of Correction. In his pockets
were found a number of letters in English, French,
and Spanish, signed

" Francisco Michods,"
" Fran-

(jois Miehiods," and " Francis Mouhards." They
represented that the writer was a native of Caviaca ;

and that ho has recentlj' come from Paris totally destitute
of food or lodging, and not knowing a word of the Eng-
lish language, cannot obtain employment. Among them
was this pithy epistle to the Huke of Wellington :

—
"
Franqois Mouhards has had the honour' to write to his

Grace the Duke of Wellington on the 9th of July last,
and has had no answer ; and he comes to beg to know if

his Grace will answer him. London, 6th August, 1850."
Richard Marsh, a bcei'-shop keeper, was charged at

the Wandsworth Police Court, with Opening his House
on Sunday Morning. A police-officer stated, that on
the previous Sunday he saw the defendant's brother

standing outside the door ; on recognising the witness
he gave a signal to the inmates, and on his reaching the
door he heard the bolts drawn. He knocked, calling
out, "It is the police ; open the door." There was a

great" scuffiing, and ho heard the defendant ordering
some one to run up-staii's. After a wliile the witness
was admitted. He saw several pots, pints, &c. ; some of
them full, and the froth fresh. He went up-stairs to a

bedroom, where he found fourteen persons, some lying
on the floor, others in and behind the bed. Some of
them had dogs in their arms, and others had children,
and aU were striving to keep their "armsful" silent.

He knew most of the persons present, some of whom
were now in court. The defendant said he did not sell

any beer. He was anxious to get in his money, and the
men only came to jiay him

; but it should not happen
again. The magistrate said it was a very bad case, and
unfair to the trade. He would inflict the full penalty,
•5/., or a month's imprisonment. The fine was imme-
diately paid.
Edwin ^logg, captain of the Cardinal Wolsey, Rich-

mond and Hampton Court steamer, was charged before
the Richmond bench of magistrates, at the instance of
Mr. G. Scott, Fortescue House, with having Endangered
the Lives of Nine Persons. It appeared that on the
6th of August there was an amateur regatta at Rich-

mond, where several thousand persons were present in

pleasure-wherries, skifi's, and other light boats. In the

midst of a crowd of these boats the defendant set his

engines in motion, without giving the slightest warning.
The steamer came in contact with Mr. Scott's boat and

upset it, immersing in the water the nine persons who
•\\ ere in the skifl'. Among those who were thus in danger
of meeting with a watery grave were several ladies, one
of whom sunk five times before she was rescued. Three
of their nimiber caught hold of the steam-boat, which

they were told to cUng to, otherwise they would be cut

to pieces by the paddle-wheels. These circumstances

being proved, the bcndx fined the defendant in the

penalty of 3/.

Edwai-d Bishop, a 'young man fashionably dressed,
was charged at the Southwark Police Coui't with Throw-

ing a Caidijhwer on the stage of the Victoria Theatre,
and causing a disturbance in the house. Mr. Higgic,
one of the actoi-s, said, that on Satiuday night, during
the farce of the "

Mouse," he was concealed under a table

in tlic centre of the stage, while Mr. Forman was ou one

side, and a lady ou the other. He heard an uproar in
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one of the private boxes, and on looking out from his

hiding-place he saw the prisoner standing up throwing
something on the stage, which struck witness on the

side of the head a very heavy blow. Finding that it

was a caiiliflower, he went forward and appealed to the

audience, when nearly everybody pointed out the pri-

soner as the party who had thrown it. The uproar was
so great that it was impossible to proceed with the per-

formance, consequently witness went with his pass-key
into the box lobby and demanded an entrance into the

box where the prisoner was, but they refused to open
the door. Mr. Orger, however, forced it open, and
insisted upon the prisoner and his companions quitting
the theatre. On their refusing to do so, witness seized

hold of the prisoner and pulled him out, and handed
him over to the custody of the officer. There was
another gentleman in the box with two ladies. This
evidence was corroborated by Murray, the constable of

the theatre. In defence, the prisoner contended that

there was no proof that he had thrown the cauliflower,
and denied having done so. He called the two females
who were in the box at the time. One of them, Mary
Ann Williams, said she saw a cauliflower thrown on the

stage, within a few yards of the performers. She did

not see who threw it. Immediately afterwards Mr.

Higgle came into the box and pulled the defendant out

very roughly, and in the scuffle made his nose bleed.

After Mr. Higgle left the box, he said that he had given
the defendant a sound thrashing. Emily Forrester, the

other female, said the cauliflower was certainly thrown
from their box, but not by the defendant. Mr. Higgle
was the Mouse at the time, but she did not think the

vegetable hit him. The Magistrate said it was quite
certain, from the prisoner's own witnesses, that the
cauliflower found its way from their box, and he had no
doubt the prisoner was the party who threw it. It was
a most disgraceful act, and as a caution to others, he
should order the defendant to find bail to keep the peace
for twelve months. Sureties were put in.

Two boys, named Campbell, dressed as highland pipers,
and each pro^dded with a pair of bagpipes, were charged,
at Marlborough Street Police Court, with having Refused
to Quit Suffolk Street, where they were playing, when
requested to do so. A clerk to Mr. Garratt, an inhabi-

tant, said, about 11 o'clock the boys put their pipes at

work, and kept up such a concert of groaning and

screeching with them, that his employer gave him
directions to tell them, to remove

;
the witness did so

;

and the boys refusing to comply with the request, a

constable was employed, and they were brought to this

court. The boys said they were the sons of a Scotch

piper. They got their living by plaj-ing on the bagpipes,
and they were employed by a lady who liked bagpipe
harmony, to play before the door of the hotel in Suffolk

Street, where she was staying. The magistrate told the

boys'they must not adopt such a mode of getting their

own living as would hinder others from getting theirs.

It would be impossible for professional men or tradesmen
to carry on their daily avocations in the hearing of such
a din of discordant sounds as would be caused by a

couple of pairs of Scotch bagpipes. To the street-

musical abominations of the Italian boys had recently
been added that of Scotch bagpipers

—a kind of concert

sufficient to drive invalids and ordinary people crazy.
The street musicians must be told that the law obliged
them to go away whenever they were told to do so by
any housekeeper in streets where they were playing.
For the present offence he would infUet a fine of Is. only,
which should be made 20s. on the next occasion.

A dreadful Mtcrder and Suieide were commited at

Ballinagh, near Cavan, on the 9th. Dr. Creighton, a

gentleman rather more than thirty years old, after

practising as a surgeon in Dublin, became the victim of
a delusion that his family were in a conspiracy against
him. His friends removed him to the country, and
settled him in a farm ; thinking that the change might
tranquillise his mind. Here he lived with an old maiden
aunt and a man-servant ; recently Miss Faris, a young
relative, had been staying on a visit before she proceeded
to America to join her friends. Dr. Creighton was now
afflicted with a notion that his household wished to

poison him
;
he would refuse food for days, and would

cat glass on the lawn : on other matters he appeared

rational, and so he was not placed under restraint. On
the day above mentioned he went to his aunt's room,
said the man was waiting to shave him, and thus got
possession of his razors. A little while afterwards. Miss

Creighton entered the kitchen, and was horrified by
seeing Miss Faris dead on the floor, with her head
nearly severed from the body. A train of blood led from
the spot to the pantry ; and there Dr. Creighton was
found just expiring, with a gash in his throat: he seems
to have wounded himself whDe standing by Miss Faris's

body, and then walked to the pantry. An inquest on
his body found a verdict of insanity.
Lord B)-otif/ham teas engaged in a Border Fray

lately near IJrougham Hall, Westmoreland. There
is some difference between his lordship and the
Eamont and Eden Angling Association, as to the right
of fishing in the river Eamont, or the right of fish-

ing there at particular seasons. Lord Brougham has

lately asserted his right through his keepers, and has
futhermore taken parties of visitors to see the sport.
He did so on the afternoon of Monday the 16th

;
the

party, in two carriages, comprising Lord Brougham
with his lady, the Marquis of Douro, Lady Malet, and
Master William Brougham, with his wife and children.

The game-keepers threw their nets ; on which a party^of
ten men in ambush rushed forth, sprang into the water,
and began a fierce conffict for the nets. A local con-

stable, formally seized the nets under the Solway Act,
which confiscates nets of a certain littleness of mesh.
At length the Society's men managed to cut off about

eighty yards of the net, and made off.

This matter became the subject of a legal investigation
before the county magistrates, at Penrith on the 24th.

John Robson, a blacksmith, one of Lord Brougham's
men, was charged with illegally using a net of a con-

struction prohibited by the act of parliament above
mentioned. Mr. W. Brougham, for the defendant,
stated that his brother and a party of friends had gone to

the river Eamont on the day in question, with the express

purpose of trying the construction heretofore put upon
the Solway Act, their notion being that they had an
undoubted right to fish in the manner they had done.
The bench, however, were of opinion that the charge
had been fully made out, and fii>ed Robson 6/., 'vhich

was immediately paid.
—John Robson then made a i .;irge

of assault against one of the men belonging to the oppo-
site party. After hearing the Marqtiis of Douro, Mr.
W. Brougham, and other witnesses, the Bench gave it

as their opinion that a good deal of violence had been

used, but as there were cross-charges for assaults, they
recommended that all these charges on both sides should
be withdrawn. The assault charges were accordingly
withdrawn by mutual consent, and so the^matter ended.
This inquiry excited great curiosity, and the room was
crowded with the neighbouring gentry.

Captain Aaron Smith was charged at Bow Street on
the 11th, with Assaulting ilie toll-keeper of Waterloo

Bridge. It appeared that on the previous ilay Captain
Smith being in a hurry to catch the railway train, and

finding the side-gate blocked up by passengers, had
endeavoured to pass by the carriage-way. Being stopped

by the toll-keeper, he attempted to force his way through,
but was repelled and given into custody for an assault.

He denied the toll-keeper's assertion that he had struck

him, but justified his attempt to pass through the

carriage-way. The magistrate fined him 51., but called

the attention of the Waterloo-bridge Company to the
inconvenience frequently occasioned to passengers by
the narrow accommodation at present afforded to them.
This has been attended to, and the tolls are taken from

foot-passengers on both sides of the way.
A Coroner's Jury, sitting at Mallow, has returned a

verdict of Manslaughter against Captain Bushe, of the

Fifty-ninth Regiment, for killing a little boy by striking
him on the head with a whip. The verdict seems

extraordinary. From the evidence it was not very clear

that Captain Bushe struck the child at all, thoxigh one
witness alleged that he did so because a dog belonging
to him had yelped, and he thought the boy had struck

it. On the other hand, surgeons declared that the child

died of water on the brain, and that there was no mark
of violence on the head or face. The verdict, however,
was received with expressions of delight by the crowd.
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At the Thames Police Office, on the 18th, John

Murphy was charged with being in the Hutchinson's
Arms public-house, Devonport Street, with Intent to

Commit a Felony. The curious point in the case was
the discovery of the thief by a cat. Murphy was

supposed to have left the taproom late at night ;
the

cat was noticed to be uneasy
—

rushing at the fire-place,

mewing, purring, and exhibiting anger. This induced
the pxiblican to look up the chimney ;

whence he
succeeded in drawing down ^Murphy by the heels : a
candle and lucifer-matchcs were found upon him. It

would seem that in other cases the prisoner had robbed

public-houses by concealing himself in the chimney at

night. He was sent to prison for three months for his

concealment at the Hutchinson's Arms.
On the 19th, John Gould was tried iorXh&ManslMighte^-

of a child named Towers. The evidence showed that
it was the result of accident. Gould, an old soldier,
decorated with two medals, is toll-man in the Vauxhall

Bridge Road
;
a window of the toll-house overlooks a

lane, apparently little frequented ;
Gould had been

washing a basin with boiling water, and he emptied it

out of the window, having no reason to believe at that
time that any one was passing. Unfortunately two
children, had wandered thither; the scalding water
fell upon Towers, and eventually caused his death.
Gould otfered all the reparation in his power to the

parents. Officers in the army gave him an excellent
character. He was at once aquitted and discharged.
Mr. Alexander Sliiver, a draper residing at Cheltenham,

was charged at the Marylebone Police Court, on the 24th,
by the superintendent of the Great Western Railway
Company 'spolice, with Throwing a Botileham. a carriage
belonging to an excursion train, in which he was a

passenger on the previous day, and wounding James
Wise, one of the guards, at the Farringdon station. The
defendant admitted having thrown the bottle, but with-
out intending to hurt any one, and was liberated on bail
till the wounded man's condition was ascertained. On
the following day, Mr. Shiver rc-appcared, and the guard,
who seemed very weak and had his head bound up,
stated the way in which he had been injured. The de-
fendant's solicitor said, that as the occurrence was acci-

dental, and as there was no danger to be apprehended, he
trusted the magistrate would permit the defendant to
make a compensation to the guard for the injury sus-
tained. The magistrate said he could not consent to

any compromise in a case in which the public were
materially interested, and enlarged the bail in order
that the case might be brought before the magistrates
in the part of the countJ-y where the offence was com-
mitted.
At the Southwark Police Court, on the 25th, a young

man named Cornelius BurrcU was charged with beingA Stispccted Person, and with loitering about the South
Eastern Railway Terminus for the purpose ofcommitting
felony. A policeman stated, that the prisoner with
several others were in the habit of lurking about the

railway, and were a source of great annoyance to the

public, particularly on the arrival of trains, and
that many robberies of females had occurred, who en-
trusted their property to those feUows, and in many
instances never saw it again. On the previous night
the prisoner was hanging about the place, and he
(policeman) took him into custody, and locked him up.
The magistrate said, that the policeman had no right to

proceed in that manner. All that the prisoner was
proved to have done was to walk about tlie place leading
to the railway, which was open to every body ;

and it

was not even alleged that any offence had been com-
mitted by him. The prisoner was therefore discharged.

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT
DISASTER.

AND

TnK ship Indian, A Jine East IncUaman, was
Wrecked on the 4th of April, on her outward
voyage from England to Bombay, on the Cargados reef
of rocks, near the Mauritius. About eight o'clock at

^. ^_.„ ,^
_

,

night, when running at six knots an hour, through some I rest of the'sur'S'iTOrs were taken off the next morning ;

mistake, it would seem, in the reckoning, she suddenly I when we were conveyed safely to the Mauritius."

struck with a dreadful crash, and almost immediately
went to pieces. The loss of life and property was de-

plorable. A letter from a gentleman on board gives a

striking account of the catastrophe, and the sufferings
of the survivors :

—" We saw in a moment that all hopes
of saving the vessel were at an end, as she heeled over
to' the leeward suddenly, the sea making a clear breach
over her everj- roller. This was the work of a few
minutes only. Three parts of the crew were by this
time on their knees, crying and making the most frantic

appeals to Heaven for aid. All order and discipline were
now at an end. The carpenter and two seamen attempted
to cut away the masts

; but, owing, I suppose, to the
excitement of the moment, they cut away the weather
rigging only. The masts, of course, went by the board

;

but, being still attaclied to the vessel by the lee rigging
and falling over to seaward, they served as a battering-
ram, beating the vessel to pieces every successive roller.
After the first burst of excitement was over, a simul-
taneous i-ush was made for the boats

; but we found the

only one that was available was the starboard quarter
boat

;
the other two had been staved to pieces by the

wreck. The captain was not slow in taking to our only
apparent chance of escape

—the remaining boat; eight of
the seamen speedily following him. They shoved off,
but pulled back once or twice near to the vessel, asking
for water and bread, which, of course, it was quite out
of our power to supply them with. He then pulled
away altogether, which was the last we saw of him.
The ship by this time was breaking up fast—the stern-
frame burst out and was thrown up on the starboard

quarter; and in a few minutes afterwards she parted
amidships, lea^ ing tliirteen persons exposed to the fury
of the surf on the forepart of the starboard broadside,
where we remained till the morning broke. The tide
turned about this time from ebb to flood, when the
rollers came in with redoubled violence, and dashed the
remainder of the wreck into pieces. All were imme-
diately buffetting with the waves. Sharks innumerable
surrounded us on all sides, which very much increased
the terrors of our situation. Owing to my being hurled
on the rocks by the surf two or three times, I lost my
senses, and was perfectly unconscious as to what oc-

curred till I found myself resting on a spar with a sailor.

I found the ship had gone to pieces, and that five of our
comrades had perished. Water surrounded us in every
direction, with nothing in view but one or two small

sandbanks, and those a long distance off. By night we
had constructed a rude kind of raft, on which we slept ;

but as the tide ebbed we grounded, and, with the excep-
tion of our heads, we were literally sleeping in the

water, cold and wretched, but still, comparatively speak-
ing, safe. We remained on the raft in this state two
days and nights ; the sun scorching us by day, and the

wind, owing to our being wet, making us dreadfully
cold at night. On Sunday, the third day, ha-\-ing found
a small quantity of oatmeal, we determined to start for

the nearest sandbank. A sixty-gallon cask of beer, two
six-dozen cases of wine, a piece of bad pork, and the

oatmeal, were the only things saved from the \\Teck.

AVe turned the raft, and after a severe day's work
reached the bank about sunset, and once more put our
feet upon dry land. We had only eaten once, and then
but sparingly. Thus we lived fourteen days and nights,

subsisting on sharks' ficsh and the wine and beer we
saved. Is'^ot a drop of water was to be had. On the
20th of April we saw a vessel to the leeward of us, and
endeavoured to attract her attention by means of a boat-
hook and a shirt attached

;
but she did not or would not

see us. The next day, about one hour before sunset,
another vessel hove in sight, and about the same spot
the ship of the previous evening was seen. 'We again
hoisted our signal, and walked about the bank, to show
there were living creatures on it. AVc thouglit she did
not see us

; and after taking our allowance of oatmeal
and sharks' flesh, we lay down for the night's rest. In
a short time, however, we were alarmed fay the barking
of our dog ;

and on getting on our legs discovered to our

delight a boat close in \ipon the sands. She belonged to

the vessel we had seen in the evening. The mate and
one of the passengers went on board that night, and the
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The Bridgctoion Emigrant-ship was Wrecked on the

4th of August, by going upon a rock while off the Banks
of Newfoundland. She had on board 300 emigrants
from Liverpool to America. The vessel was got off and
run ashore between Cape Ballard and Cape Race. The
female emigrants were got into boats, and these having
been safely put ashore, the boats returned, and even-

tually, after considerable exertion, the whole of the

remainder were saved, excepting three children, who
were lost in the confusion, and were supposed to have

perished in the ship, which shortly fovmdered in five

fathoms of water, and was a total loss. The poor emi-

grants lost everything they possessed; many reached

the shore with nothing on their persons but their night-
clothes. There were several cabin passengers ; among
them was an episcopal clergyman, who lost property to

the amount of 1,000^. Amidst their misfortunes, a gang
of desperate wreckers visited the spot, and carried off

the little property that was cast up from the wreck and
washed ashore

; everytliing, in lact, they laid their hands

\ipon they decamped with. The loss of the ship is

ascribed, not only to the dense fog and darkness of the

night, but in a great measure to the variableness and

uncertainty of the currents, together with the force and

strength with which they set in towards Cape Kace.
The vessel was but partially insured.

A Shocking Death at Hastings Castle took place
on the evening of the 27th of August. A party of

young nren and women were amusing themselves
with the game of "

whoop-hide
" within the walls.

On the south side of the garden, within the old

ruins, there is a fence about three feet high, and a

hedge growing outside of it, which serves as a protection
from the bow of the cliff, which rises perpendicularly
above St. Mary's Chapel, in Pelham Crescent, about
200 feet. In the heat of ftie chase, and to avoid being
caught, a young man named Joseph Beck leaped over

the fence, believing that there was a footing on the out-

side, and fell upon the roof of the chapel, where his

body was found frightfully mangled. He was a re-

spectable young man, who supported his widowed
mother.

Several serious Railway Accidents have occurred this

Month. A roadway crosses the line of the Eastern
Coimties railway through the fields of a farm on
each side, near Colchester. On the 31st August,
a waggon with three horses and the driver were

engaged carting barley, and were in the act of cross-

ing over for another load, when the railway train

dashed into them, smashing the waggon to pieces and

di'eadfuUy mutilating the horses. Most providentially
the driver, who was riding at the time, just before the

engine struck the team had the presence of mind to

spring to the ground, but in so doing barely escaped
with his life, the engine in his perilous descent catching
the flaps of his coat and completely tearing them off.

One of the horses was found under the engine, and the
others lay helpless on the ground. The passengers in

the train were alarmed, and rushed shrieking to the

windows, but it does not appear that any were in-

jured.
Another accident occurred on the South Western Bail-

way on the evening of the 3rd. inst. Between Esher and

AVeybridge, the engine-driver espied some-moving objects
on the line

;
he therefore shxit off the steam and signalled

to the guards to apply the breaks
;
but before they had

sufficient time to do so, the engine came in contact with
the obstruction in front, which was dashed to pieces,
and in an instant portions of flesh and blood were
scattered over the di-iver and stoker, as well as over
several of the carriages. It was then ascertained that
a great number of sheep had strolled upon the line from
one of the adjoining meadows; but owing to the train

not being impeded in its progress, the driver proceeded
on his journey. Next morning it was ascertained that
from twenty to twenty-five sheep had been cut to pieces.
The animals, it seems, had obtained an entrance upon
the line owing to some defect in palings which surround
the meadow where they were at pasture.
Mr. Robert Middleton, a commercial traveller from

Manchester, was Killed on the East Lancashire Railway
on the 5th, while travelling from Burnley to Colne.
The train came into collision with a truck, while the

gate-keeper at a crossing near the station, Hannay, was
attempting to move it out of the way. Considerable

damage was done to the caiTiages, and Mr. Middleton
was killed on the spot. It appeared, from the evidence
at the inquest, that Hannay was an old man, unfit for

his duties, whose wages were only 5s. a week, and that
when the train approached, no signal had been made to
warn the engine-driver that there was danger. The
Jury found a verdict of "manslaughter" against Hannay;
recommended an improvement on the line at the

crossing, and stated their opinion that the gate-keeper
and porter were not sufficiently paid to secure the

protection of the public.
On the morning of the 9th, the Dead Body of a

respectably-dressed man was found on the Liverpool
branch of the London and North-Western Railway,
between Eceles and Patricroft. Both his legs had been
cut ofl' by a train passing over him

; but, whether he was
a person who had been crossing the line, or had thrown
himself in the way of a train, with a view of suicide,
could not be ascertained. There were no papers in his

pocket which could lead to a discovery of who he was,
nor has he been identified by his friends.

Lieutenant Gale, the Aeronaut, was Killed on the 9th
in the neighbourhood of Bordeaux. He ascended on
horseback in his balloon from that place, and reached
the ground safely between Merignac and Cestas. He
was engaged in exhausting the balloon of the remaining
gas, when the peasantry who assisted him succeeded
earlier than he seemed to expect in removing his horse.

The balloon, disencumbered of the horse's weight, in-

stantly soared aloft, snapping in two a young fir-tree

which held the grapnel. Mr. Gale was not in the car,
but was lifted up entangled by the ropes, and was pre-

sently too far aloft to let go. He held by the ropes
while the balloon floated nearly two miles, and dropped
either with it or jiist before it fell : his body was found
in a tree, and the collapsed balloon in an adjacent wood.
He has left eight children.

A captain of the National Guard of St. Pierre les

Calais, named Millien, now on a visit to this country,
has been instrumental in Saving the Lives of two chil-

dren, who would ine\-itably have been lost but for his

timely and humane conduct. On the morning of the

14th, M. Millien was passing over the Kingsland bridge,
and hearing cries for help hastened in the direction

whence they proceeded. Finding that some one was at

the bottom of the canal, he immediately plunged in and

brought up the body of a child, and hearing that there
was another, he made another plunge, and another was

saved, in the presence of a great number of spectators,

amongst whom was Dr. L. Burchell, of Kingsland Road,
whose exertions soon restored the children. It has been
the good fortune of M. Million to have saved twenty-two
persons under similar circumstances, and to have been
rewarded with the gold and silver medals of the insti-

tutions of his country, as the reward of courage and

humanity.
A destructive Firework Explosion occurred in Spital-

fields on the 16th. Mr. Clithero, of Weaver street, had
an extensive factory at the rear of his house

;
the place

was divided into compartments—the mixing-house, the

filling-room, and the store-house. Mr. Clithero was

employed with a workman in the mixing-house, when,
by some means unknow-n, the combustibles took fii'c

;

there was a violent explosion, and the two men were
blown out of the building into the yard, terribly b\irnt.

Presently there was a second explosion, the fire having
reached the filHng-room ;

and after that the store-house

exploded, with a crash and concussion far surpassing the

preceding shocks. Houses in every direction were more
or less shattered—windows and roofs driven in, and the

furniture greatly damaged. The personal casualties

were less serious than might have been expected, con-

sisting only of brviises and slight cuts from broken glass.
The Fire Brigade report mentions thirty-eight houses

spceiflcally, as having suffered ; All Saints Church and
National School had nearly all the windows smashed

;

and the greater portion of the large sheets of plate glass
in the goods-depot of the Eastern Counties Railway, a

long distance off, wore demolished. The firemen pre-
vented the flames from spreading beyond the ruins of

the factory. While one of the engines was hastening to
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the place, a youth Tvas knocked down opposite the

Mansion-house, and the wheels went over his head and
neck

;
he was removed to the hospital, where he died

soon after.

A disastrous Fire in Mark Lane broke out on the

morning ofthe 19th, in a house occupied by several firms
;

thence it spread to Seethins-lane, taking firm hold of

the extensive premises of Haytcr and Howell, army-
packers ;

the roof of the Corn Exchange caught the

flames, and half a dozen more buildings Avere fired.

When the Fire Brigade arrived, they devoted their

efforts to save the Exchange and those houses on which
the flames had not much hold, and in this they succeed-

ed
;

but the house in Mark Lane and Hayter and
Howell's were destroyed. The loss of property has been
estimated at 100,000^. The premises in which the fire

commenced were very extensive, having been formerly
used as the town residence of one of the foreign ambas-
sadors. It was erected after designs by Sir Christopher
Wren, and presented an example of the magnificence of

the early city mansions. Every room was beautifully

panelled ;
the staircase, which was upwards of six feet

wide, was formed of carved oak
;
and splendid specunens

of scroll-work adorned the various ceilings. At the rear

of the house stood wliat was fonnerly the ambassador's

private chapel, but of late years it had been converted
into a warehouse.
On the morning of the 19th an accident took place on

the Eastern Counties Railwarj, whereby nine men lost

their lives. Upwards of twenty men were engaged near
Brentwood station in ballasting the line

;
about eight

o'clock, they had just emptied a ballast-train
;

the

morning was very foggy ;
while some of them were on

the up-line, an up-train clashed into the midst of them
;

eight were killed 6n the instant, and another died a
minute after. At the inquest, which terminated on the

23rd, it appeared that the morning was extremely foggy,
that the train was not behind its time, and that there had
been no negligence on the part of the driver

;
but suf-

ficient precavitions had not been taken to make the
<b-iver aware of the obstruction. The jury found that
the deaths had been caused by misadventure, and ex-

pressed their regret that more caution had not been
eSercised for the ptotedtion of the men employed on the
line.

On the night of the 20th, a serious accident happened
on the Great \Testern Rail-tcay. An excursion train,

returning from Bristol, came into collision with a horse-

box which had been allowed to remain on the line, near
the Wootton Bassett Station. The engine and four

carriages were thrown off the line, and overturned, and
several of the passengers seriously injured. An investi-

gation took place before the magistrates at Swindon,
and William White, the policeman in charge of the

station, was con\dctcd of neglect of dnty, and sentenced
to two months' inipl'isohment.

There has been Another Fire at Graivsend ; it broke
out about one o'clock on the morning of the 21st, on the

premises of Mr. Drasen, a linen-draper in Queen Street,
near the market-place, and destroyed these and some

adjoining houses. A number of watermen had met
together on the previous evening to commemorate a

rowing-match for a prize given by the proprietors of the
Rosherville Gardens, and these men wore assembled, to

the number of loO, in an hotel called the Town Arms
Tavern, just opposite the house in which the fire toolv

place ;
and it appears to have been caused by squibs and

other firewoi'ks let off by them in the street.

Two steamers have been Shipwrecked at the same spot,
between the island of Jci'scy and St. Malo. On the

morning of the 16th, the Superb was to have started

from St. Hclicr's on an excursion trip, but in consequence
of her machinery requiring repair, another vessel, the

Polka, was substituted. It was soon discovered that she
had sprung a leak aud was fast foundering, but she was
kept afloat till she reached some small rocks called the

Minquiers, on the coast of France. The anchor was
then dropped, aud all the people on board, among whom
were several ladies, were conveyed by the boats to the
rocks

; and after passing the night ia that situation,

they were picked vip by the steamer South Western,
from Weymouth to St. Malo. On the 24th, the Superb
was herself wi-eckcd at the same place, and with a much

more melancholy result. She left St. Malo at seven in
the morning, and a little after nine, stnick on the Min-
quiers rocks, then under water. A number of the

passengers gOt into one of the boats and put off: but it

speedily sank, though in smooth water, and they all

perished. Fortunately the tide was falling, and soon
left the ship high and dry on the rocks. Signals of dis-

tress were made, and after two hours, the sur\-ivors were
saved by the Jupiter cutter and the Courier steamer.
Besides those who perished in the boat, two children
were thrown overboard by the shock when the vessel
struck. The persons lost were Mr. Gossett, a merchant of

Jersey, and his wife
;
Mr. Jackson, his son and da\ighter ;

Mr. Rottenbury, Miss Price, Mr. Sedgwick, and three of
the crew. The surwors, about 40 in number, were Ian
ded at St. Heliers. An inquiry into this disaster must
necessarily take place.
Two infaiits, of three years and fifteen months old,

children of Robert Wardell, a labourer at Wetwang,
were Drowned on the 23rd. At the inquest on their

bodies, their mother gave an afi'ecting account of their
death:—"

I went to glean in a field of Mr. Hill's, and
took my tw6 children with me. I left them under a

hedge with some other children, and went ofi' to glean.
About 1 o'clock they both came over to the side of the
field where I was. I gave them some cake, set them
under a hedge, and told them to wait until I got another

glean, and then I would take them home. A pond was
near where I left them, but it was fenced off. About a

quarter of an hour after I went to the place where I had
left them, and I said, 'Have I two little baii-ns here?'
as I usually did. I was surprised at not receiving an
answer. I then began to look about, and on going to the

pond I discovered the legs of one of the children pro-
jecting out of the water." A surgeon was immediately
sent for, but he was unable to restore them to animation.
The Lille correspondent of the Boulogne Interpreter,

states that the child of an English tumbler, named
Elliott, was Killed while performing there feats with his

father. The little fellow upon being thrown into the
air from his father's foot, instead of falling upon his

feet, by some unlucky movement, fell upon his head,
which caused a dislocation of the neck, and, as a matter
of course, instant death.

SOCIAL, SANITARY, AND MUNICIPAL
PROGRESS.

Ihe Board of Trade Iteturns for the month ending
the 5th August, show a decrease of exportations on com-

parison with those of August 1S49, to the amount of

334,858/. ;
but the exports of the month ending August

1849 were unprecedented, and exceeded those of August
1848 by 2,012,500/. The decrease in the present return
of exports is chiefly on cotton manufactures and yarn,

together abont 200,000/. ;
on woollen manufactures,

142,665/. ;
silk manufactures, 18,864/. ; and on metals,

130,842/. On the other hand, there is an increase on
linen and woollen yarns, and on raw wool ; on machi-

nery, coals, and culm ; and on alkali : in the aggregate
about 200,000/. The total exports during the first seven

months of the year were 37,808,072/. against 32,879,865/.

during the same time in last year. Among the imports,
those of grain show an advance compared with the same
month in 1849, of 500,000 quarters. After a considerable i'

time of stagnation, the consumption of cofl'ee shows a

forward movement ; that of tea aud sugar, continues in

its steady line of advance.
The total amount of income-tax paid by the several

Bailmai/ Companies in England and Scotland for the year
1849 was, according to a recent return, 2:!7,909/. 134-. lOd. ;

the amount for England being 218,899/. lS,v. lOrf., and
that for Scotland, 19,009/. 15s. "The London and North-
V\'estcrn paid 50,684/. ;

the Great Western, 24,631/. ; the

Midland, 19,438/. ; the London and Brighton, 17,056/. ;

and the Eastern Counties, South-Eastem, and South-

"N'festcrn, \ipwards of 16,000/.
A notice to the public has been issued from the

General Post Office relative to Sundai/ Postal Arrange-
ments. It declares that the regulations which have been
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ill force since the 23rd of June last are cancelled, and
that the regulations previously in force are reverted to.

These regulations are as follow :
—" All post offices in

England and Wales -will be closed to the public on

Sunday, from ten a.h. for the remainder of the day ;

except in those cases where the delivery commences
between nine and ten a.m., when the office must con-

tinue open for one hour after the letter-carriers are

despatched ;
and except also in those cases where the

delivery commences later than ten a.m., when the office,

having been closed at ten a.m., must be re-opened for

one hour after the despatch of the letter-carriers. No
inland letters will be received on the Sunday, except
such as are prepaid by stamps or are unpaid ;

for the

deposit of which the letter-box will be open as usual

throughout the day. Until the closing of the office at

ten A.M., or during the subsequent hour after the de-

spatch of the letter-carriers, foreign letters ma)- be pre-

paid, postage stamps may be obtained, and letters may
be registered on payment of the usual registration-fee :

strangers, renters of private boxes, and those who reside

beyond the limits of the letter-carriers' deliveries, may
also, while the office is open, obtain their letters at the
office window. Except at the times above-mentioned,
no letters or newspapers can be delivered from the
office on the Sunday." In consequence of the excellent

arrangements to carry into effect the new regulation
which came into operation on the 1st instant, for a

delivery of letters and newspapers on Sunday mornings
before church-time, it appears that this was accom-

plished to the greatest satisfaction of the inhabitants in

every district. According to the accounts from the chief

commercial cities, the deliveries were generally com-

pleted by about nine o'clock, or ten at the latest, without

any trouble, thus affording the letter-can-iers the re-

mainder of the day to attend any place of worship they
might think proper.
The new Friendly Societies' Act contains an impor-

tant clause, suggested by the shocking murders com-
mitted to obtain sums of money insured in burial-clubs.

It is as follows:—"That in all societies established
under the pro^-isions of this act, or of any act relating to

friendly societies, it shall not be lawful for the trustees
or other officers of such societies to assure a sum of

money to be paid on the death of a child, whether a
member of such society or not, under the age of ten

years, excepting the actual expenses, not exceeding 31.

in case of each child, to be paid to the undertaker or

person by whom the burial is conducted, and whose re-

ceipt alone shall be sufficient discharge to the society ;

nor to pay any sum of money which may have been
insured and become payable on the death of any mem-
ber thereof, or of the husband, wife, or child, of any
member, unless the party applying for the same shall

produce and deliver to the oificer a certificate, signed by
a physician, surgeon, apothecary, or coroner, in the form
annexed in the schedule of this act." The form is to

the effect, that death was not occasioned by criminal

conduct, and that the party had not been deprived of
life by means of any person beneficially interested in

obtaining burial money from any society. Such certifi-

cate, where it is possible to obtain one, must be deli-

vered, or tlie officer paying the money will be liable to
a penalty of 10^. on conviction before a magistrate, one-
half of which is to go to the informer.

Cheap pleasure Excursions by Railway are becoming
more and more common. On Sunday, the l.'jth, three
thousand persons went by the Great Western from
Paddington to Bath and Bristol. On the preceding
Sunday there was an excursion train from Bristol and
other places to Windsor— about a thousand persons
were conveyed. This novel Sunday excursion system
for the Great Western Railway has roused a great
opposition from the clergy of Bath and Bristol

; who,
headed by the bishop in the Bristol case, have sent
remonsterances to the company against the "profanation
of the Lord's Day." A depiitatiou from the clergy of

Bath, who waited on the mayor upon the subject, spoke
of the demoralising effect produced by these excursions,
and of scenes of riot and disorderly conduct in the
streets by an influx of persons having no regard for the
sacredness of the Sabbath, with the temptation held out
to townsmen to join in these misdoings.

The Westmoreland and Cumberland Agricultural
Society had its annual Exhibition of Stock at Carlisle on
the 18th inst. After the ploughing matches and other

proceedings the members of the Society dined together,
the Earl of Carlisle occupying the chair. Among the

company were the Bishop of Carlisle, Sir James
Graham, M.P., Colonel Lowther, M.P., the Dean
of Carlisle, Mr. P. H. Howard, M.P., the Ilon-

C. Howard, M.P., the Hon. Mr. Gage, Mr. Mar-

shall, M.P., Captain Graham, the High Sheriff of the

county, the Rev. Canons Gipps, Percy, Goodenough,
&c. The noble chairman in giving

" Success to the

Cumberland and Westmoreland Agricultural Society,"

prefaced the toast by an able and pleasant address. He
contrasted the old border days with the times in which
we live. The time, he said, was not so many Tiundred

years back when the gates of Naworth Castle, as of

many other similar strongholds in the countrj', were

only open for men clad in mail or doublets of proof, who
perhaps did not wholly abstain from plunder, and who
went abroad with a resolution to share what they could

take in addition to the produce of the soil. It was not
so much that they were intent on carefvd husbandry or

the best manuring, but their thoughts were rather

turned to those fat beeves which he would not presume
to say they "robbed," but which they "recovered"
from their neighbours across the border. Well, they
had changed their system since then. There were some
who fancied that they still admired those days of yore.
He certainly loved their pictorial associations, but he

thought upon the whole that we had a much better time
of it in the present day. We tilled our lands in safety ;

we had no "warder on the wall," or "beacon on the

hill
"

to give us assurance that our flocks were not to be
carried off wholesale, and that our shepherds might go
to sleep in safety. Nay more, we could cross the

Scottish border, and make our recognisances across the

Sohvay; we might stretch our videttes as far as Eskdale
and Liddesdale, not to burn the beeves or to harry the

stackyards, but to examine, it might be sometimes to

imitate, those processes of agriculture for which our
Scottish brethren had obtained such just celebrity. This
seemed to him to be the especial advantage of societies

and meetings like the present
—that our knowledge might

not be confined to what this man might earn in our own
parish, or what took place in the next parish, or the

next ward, or the next county, but what occurred in the

kingdom at large ;
what invention had been tried and

tested elsewhere ; what improvements had been put to

the actual test of successful operation; what implements
had obtained the prize in other districts ;

what are

the best modes of rearing and fattening stock ; what

pedigrees had been most successful in introducing s5Tn-

metry of limb and plenty of meat; to show you, in short,
how far you ought to rest contented with your present pra-
tice, and what you ought to strain at imitating elsewhere.

The noble Earl proceeded to say that the great lesson

inculcated by the times in which we live was, the neces-

sity of exertion, and of applying judgment and industry
to all the processes of agriculture ;

and that the effects

of this lesson was apparent in the improved farming of

Cumberland. Independently of having some di'awbacks

and some difficulties peculiar to their climate and their

soil with which they had to struggle, and which he was
sure told advantageousl}' for the pith and nerve of their

stout northern character, there were other circumstances

in their condition which ought to inspire them with

good confidence in themselves, for it appeared, in one of

the most recent accounts put forth by the Poor Law
Commissioners in Cumberland (and he believed that

Westmoreland was in nearly the same position), that

the poor rates were of a lower proportionate amount
than those of any other county in England. They made
also an advantageous appearance in all the sanitary
statements that had been put forth, and exhibited a very
low comparative amount of mortality. Would they not,

then, buoyed up by the just reputation of their united

counties for the beauties of their natural scenery
—for

the crystal expanse of their lakes—and for the majestic
coronet of their moimtains and the sinewy strength of

their yeomen, consent to wrestle with the difficulties of
their soil as well as they wrestled with one another

;
and

for their bright lasses, whom it vas superfluous in him
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to praise
—for the more important moral and mental

qualities which distinguished them—for that sturdy
independence which other county men woukl do well to

imitate ? lu addition to those just titles to praise, those

powerful incentives to renown and to virtue, they would
also prove by the agency of such a society as that, by
the hearty and enlightened co-operation of landlord and
tenant, and, above all, by the energies of the labouring
population, that the counties of Cumberland and West-
moreland would attain a proficiency in agriculture,
which would enable them to take the foremost rank in

that as well in so many other respects amongst the coun-
ties of their native land.— Sir James Graham, in giving
the health of Lord Carlisle, said it was not the Cumber-
land fashion to flatter ministers of the Crown, and there-
fore he should speak the simple language of the heart.
The family of the Howards (to which the noble presi-
dent belonged) had been for many generations inti-

mately connected with the county of Cumberland. In
its various branches, in many generations, the family of
the noble president had been distinguished for spotless

honour, for social virtue, for public honesty, and for firm
attachment to the cause of liberty and popular rights.
Neither the favours nor the frowns of the court had been
able to seduce or overawe that family. Those were great
claims, and the noble chairman was worthy of his descent.
He had, by his conduct and demeanour, gained friends

everywhere ; and though it might be said that one who
so succeeded was "

all things to all men," yet, in his

case, there could be no such uiijust conclusion. There
had been no man more firm in his conclusions, no man
more consistent in his friendships and attachments, no
man more sincere and bold in the expression of them.
And what was the key of his character .' It was sweet-
ness and kindness of heart. And though political allu-

sions were forbidden, they must pardon him for one

thing, it struck him so forcibly. Other men, by the
force of reasoning and the slow induction of argument,
had changed their opinions

—amongst them, one dear to

him, now gone to his last account. Of them it might
be said, that they had j-ielded at last to reason and had
exposed themselves to the charge of inconsistency. Let
it be what it might, his noble friend, by his kind sym-
pathy, by his generous feeling towards the great masses
of his countrymen, had from his first appearance in

public life taken the very course to which in later days
other men had arrived, and his kindness of heart and

generosity of feeling had stood in the place of reason in
the course he had pursued. In conclusion. Sir J. Graham
observed, that the present was the first public appearance
of the Earl of Carlisle in the Count}- of Cumberland,
and called on the company to give him a greeting which
he would never forget. The toast was drunk with three
times three and loud acclamations.—The health of the
landed proprietors of the county, coupled with the
name of Sir James Graham, called him forth a second
time. He bestowed the highest praise on the agri-
cultural classes of the county. He said, that both the

large and small proprietors of the county had shown
confidence in agriculture. For every shilling they had
expended in improving their property, he believed that

during the last thirty years the tenantry had spent at
least an equal sura—their industry, skill, and constancy
amidst difiiculties could not be too highly praised. On
the part of the yeomanry he had seen an outlay so

judicious, extensive, and productive, as to put to shame
the great proprietors themselves. Nor was it confined
to them ;

the great winners at that day's show had been
neither landed proprietors nor yeomen, but tenant
farmers. He thought, however, the fault of their agri-
culture was that they ploughed too much. His advice
would be to plough less and to graze more. [This
remark was received with cheers, mingled with some
marks of dissent.] Why, if high farming and good
grazing did not pay, scourge crops and bad farming
never could pay 'i It might be said that dairy produce
did not answer, and that butter and cheese also, against
the introduction of which from abroad there was a con-
siderable protective duty, had fallen in price. If that
were so, another article was steadily advancing in price
which was closely connected with good farming. He
referred to sheep and the value of wool. In the last

seven months there had been no less than 41,000,0001b.

imported from foreign countries, as compared with

31,000,0001b. in the same period of the preceding year.
At the same time the declared value of exports from this

country of wooUen manufactures had been 5,000,000/.
worth in the last seven months, as compared with only
4,000,000/. worth in the seven months of the previous
year, showing that there was for wool and woollen
manufactures an increase of demand and price. He
rejoiced to find, therefore, that there had been estab-

lished within the last three months a factory for the

produce of woollen goods in Carlisle. He concluded by
giving

" The Tenantry of the County." The toast was
acknowledged by Mr. Hodgson, who gave

" The Labour-

ing Classes;
" and the toast of " The Bonny Lasses of

Cumberland," given by the chairman, concluded the

evening.

PERSONAL NARRATIVE.

The Queen, Prince Albert, and Royal Family, Left
London on the 27th of August, and arrived the same
afternoon at Castle Howard the seat of the Earl of

Carlisle, by whom the royal party were splendidly enter-

tained. Next day they proceeded to Newcastle, where

they were received at the railway station with cheers,

by an immense assemblage ;
from thence to Berwick

where Her Majesty stopped to view the magnificent
new viaduct ; and arrived in the evening at Holyrood.
There was no parade of a public demonstration

;
no

triumphal arches or firing of salute
;
but the air was

rent with the shouts of countless thousands, assembled
on the neighbouring heights as the Queen entered the

palace of her ancestors.—On the 30th, at an early hour
in the morning. Her Majest}' and Prince Albert ascended
to the summit of Arthur's seat. The prince afterwards

laid the foundation stone of the National Gallery, and
the ceremony, which attracted an immense concourse of

spectators, was very imposing. In the afternoon. Her

Majesty visited the splendid new Hospital founded by
the late Mr. Donaldson in the suburbs of the city, for

the education of three hundred destitute children. She
was most enthusiastically received on her route.—On the

following morning the royal party left Edinburgh for

Balmoral. At every halting-place and point of view

during the journey, the people of all ranks crowded to

gratify their curiosity or manifest their respect.
—Her

^lajesty has since remained at her Highland home, en-

joying with great zest the pleasures of the country.
One day the Queen ascended to the summit of Ben-na-

Bord, and another day was present at the " Braemar

Gathering
" a great assemblage of Highlanders, which

takes place annually for athletic sports and other pastimes.
Prince Albert has amused himself with shooting ;

his

companions in the sport being the Earl of Carlisle and
Sir Edwin Landseer. The Duchess of Kent has several

times driven from Aberdeen to Balmoral, to join the

family circle.

The remains of Lonis PhiJippe were buried on the

2nd inst. Having been removed from Clarcmont to Wey-
bridge, they were deposited in the vaults of a Roman
Catholic chapel attached to the residence of Miss Taylor.
The obsequies of the ex-monarch were conducted with
the utmost simpUcity, and there was an entire absence

of that state which might have been expected to mark
the funeral procession of an individual of such distin-

guished rank. At nine o'clock in the morning, mass was
celebrated in the chapel by the late King's chaplain.
Dr. Whitty, the Vicar-General of the London district,

and several other ecclesiastics. After the conclusion of

mass, the coffin was borne from the chapel to the vault,

when it was placed in the tomb which had been erected

in the centre of the vault, and immediately under the

dome of the chapel. When the cofiin had been deposited
in the tomb, the Count de Paris, the Dukes de Nemours
and d'Aumale, and the Prince de Joinville, entered

the vault, and the Rev. Dr. Whitty read the prayers lor

the dead, the other clergymen gi^-ing the responses.
The tomb was afterwards "sprinkled with holy water by
the ofliciating priests, the royal princes, and the other

persons present. The sons and grandson of the late

King then knelt down and fervently kissed the coffin
;
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they -were most deeply affected, and it was not without

some ditticulty that they were induced to quit the vault.

Upon the slab covering"the tomb in which the coflan was

deposited, was placed the subjoined inscription, sur-

mounted by the arms of the Orleans family and the

royal crown of Finance :
—

DepositiR jacent
Sub hoc lapide,
Donee in patriam

Avitos inter cineres,

Deo adjuvante, trausferantur

Keliquiie
Liroovici Philippi Pp.imi,

Francomm Kegis,
Die Augusti xxvi.

Anno Domini mdcccl.
^iitatis 76.

Recjuiescat in pace.

The following inscription was engraved upon a silver

plate on the lid of the coffin :
—

Louis Philippe Pkehiee
Koi des Fran^ais,

Ne i Paris
Le 6 Octobre, 1773

;

Mort i\ C'laremQnt

(Comt^ de Surrey, Angleterre),
Le 26 Aoflt, 1850.

The Will of the late Sir Robert Pee/ contains a codicil,

dated the 24th of March 1849, bequeathing to Lord
Mahon and Mr. Cardwell, as trustees, all the unpub-
lished letters, papers, and documents, either of a private
or public natui-e, in his possession at the time of his

decease. The following extract explains the testator's

views, and is strongly characteristic of the lamented
statesman;—"

Considering that the collection of letters

and papers referred to in this codicil includes the whole
of my confidential correspondence for a period extending
from the year 1812 to the time of my decease, that

dia-ing a considerable portion of that period I was em-

ployed in the service of the crown, and that when not

so employed I took an active part in Parliamentary
business, it is highly probable that much of that corre-

spondence will be interesting, and calculated to throw

light upon the conduct and character of public men and

upon the political events of the time—I give to my trus-

tees full discretion with respect to the selection for pub-
lication of any portion of that correspondence ;

I leave

it to them to decide on the period and on the mode of

pubUcatiou, in the full assurance that they will so exer-

cise the discretion given to them, that no honourable

confidence shall be betrayed, no private feelings be

unnecessarily wounded, and no public interest injuri-

ously affected, in consequence of premature or indiscreet

publication. I am especially anxioxis that no portion of

my correspondence with Her Majesty Queen Victoria,
or with his Royal Highness Prince Albert, should be

made public use of during the life of either, withoxit

previous communication with parties who may be

enabled to ascertain that there is no objection whatever
on the part of either to the use proposed to be made of

such correspondence. I authorise my trustees to sell or

dispose of the copyright of any of the said documents,
if the case in which publication should be deter-

mined on by the trustees should be one in which

pecuniary compensation for such copyright could be

fairly and equitably made, not meaning, however, in

any way to fetter their discretion in respect of the giving
of gratuitous access to the document whenever they
think such access advisable. In the case that any
moneys should arise from the publication of any of the
said letters, papers, and documents, I authorise the said

trustees to apply the said moneys in paying the costs and

charges of such publication as far as the trustees may be

justly liable for such costs and charges, or other the

expenses attending the execution of the trusts hereby
reposed in them, and to apply the residue to the assis-

tance or relief of deserving persons being in need of such
assistance or rcHef, engaged, or who have been engaged
in pursuits of art, literature, or science

;
or to apply such

residue, or any part of it, in aid of institutions established
for the i-elief or benefit of artists, or literary and scienti-

fic persons : and my said trustees shall not be accountable
to any persons whomsoever for the application of any

such moneys. With these views, it is my desire that
the trustees shall, with all convenient speed aftcT my
decease collect together all the said letters, papers, and

documents, and subject the same to such examination
as they in their \incontroUed discretion shall think fit.

I give them the fullest power to destroy such parts
thereof as they shall think proper, and to provide for the

immediate care and custody and \iltimate disposition of

all orany part ofthe said letters, papers, aud documents."
On the 4th instant, three foreigners, one of whom

wore long moustachios, presented themselves at the

brewery of Messrs. Barclay and Co. for the piirpose of

inspecting the establishment. According to the regular

practice of visitors, they Mere requested to sign their

names in a book in the office, after which they crossed

the yard with one of the clerks. On inspecting the

visitors' book, the clerks discovered that one of the

visitors was no other than General Haynau, the late

Commander of the Austrian forces during the Hunga-
rian war. It became known all over the brewery in less

than two minutes, and before the General and his com-

panions had crossed the yard, nearly all the labourers

and draymen were out, with brooms and dirt, shouting
out "Down with the Austrian butcher," and other

epithets of rather an alarming nature to the General.

He was soon covered with dirt, and perceiving some of

the men about to attack him, ran into the street to

Bankside, followed by a large mob, consisting of the

brewers' men, coal-heavers, aud others armed -with all

sorts of weapons, with which they belaboured the

General. He ran along Bankside until he came to the

George public-house, when, forcing the doors open, he
rushed in and proceeded upstairs into one of the bed-

rooms, to the astonishment of the landlady, who soon

discovered his name and the reason of his entering her

house. The furious mob rushed in after him, threaten-

ing to do for the " Austrian butcher," but fortunately
for him the house was very old fashioned, and contained a

vast number of doors, which were all forced open except
that of the room in which the General was concealed.

The mob increased at that time to several hundi-eds, and
the landlady became alarmed about her own property
as well as the General's life. She accordingly despatched
a messenger to the Southwark police-station, and in a

short time a party arrived, aud with great difficulty

dispersed the mob and got the General out of the house.

A police galley was at the wharf at the time, into which
he was taken and rowed towards Somerset House amidst

the shouts and execrations of the mob. At Waterloo

Bridge a cab was procured, and he was conveyed to

Morley's Hotel. On the evening of the 6th, he left

London for the Continent.

The Council of the Queen's College, Cork, has formally
rescinded their former act, Stispcndinn M. de Vericour

in consequence of the work published by him; M. de

Vericour having announced that he had already given
directions for the alteration of the titlepage of his work,
so as to convey that it was ^vl•itten by him as

" Professor

of Modern Languages,' and not in his capacity as

Professor to the Queen's College. The council also

resolved that any professor should be at liberty to publish

any work so that he did not in any way connect its

publication with his collegiate duties and position.

Lord Viscount Feilding, who took a leading part in

the proceedings of the recent Gorham meeting in St.

Martin's Hall in July last, has gone over to the Church
of Rome. The Rev. Eyre Stewart Bathurst, Rector of

Kibworth in Leicestershire, and formerly Fellow of

Merton College, Oxford, aud the Rev. Mr. Allies, Vicar

of Launton, have taken the same step.

Some of the Irish papers have been telling astounding
stories of apparitions of the Great Sea Serpent. A Mr.
T. Buckley, ^^Titing from Kinsale on the 11th instant,

informs the Cork Reporter that ho was induced by some
friends to go to sea, in the hope of falling in with the

interesting" stranger, and that he was not long kept in

suspense, for " a little to the west of the Old Head
the monster appeared." Its size, he truly avers, is

beyond all description, and the head, he adds, very like

a (bottle nose) whale. One of the party fired the usual

number of shots, but, of course, without effect.
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Joseph Bailey, Esq., M.P. fur the county uf Hereford, died

on the 31st August, in Belgrave Square. The hnn. gentleman
was a Conservative in politics, and identified with the Protec-

tionists. Mr. Bailey seldom spoke in the House of Commons,
but on all great political struggles he invariably attended and
recorded his votes against the present Cioverument.
The Right Hon. C. W. W. Wynn, M.P. for Montgomeryshire,

died on the 2nd inst. in Iiis 7.5th year, at his residence in Grafton

Street. He was the oldest member of the House of Commons,
having sat for Montgomeryshire since 1797, and for about a year
previously for Old Sarum.

Sib George Hamilton, Minister Plenipotentiary of England
at Florence, died in that city on the 3rd.

Mes. Egerton, the actress, a lady not surpassed by any upon
the stage in a particular line of parts

—witness her JI/(y/ Merrilks
and others—died at Bromptou on the 3rd, at the age of 57.

Lord William Clinton, fourth son of the Uuke of Newcastle,
attached to the British mission at Athens, died there on the 3rd
in his 35th year.
Colonel William Elphinstonb Hollowat, C.B,, com-

manding officer of Royal Engineers at Plymouth, died on the

4th, after a protracted illness, the severity of which was much
increased by the wounds he had received in the service of his

country. Colonel IloUowaywas in the Peninsular campaigns
of lyio, 1811, and 1812; he was wounded in the trenches before

Badajoz, and shot through the body on the 26th of the same
mouth whilst storming the same woi-ks.

Baroness Rothschild died at tJunnersbui-y l^ark on the 5th,
in her 68th year. She was the widow of Baron Rothschild, the
celebrated capitalist, who died in 1836

; by whom she leaves
four sous and two daughters. Baron Lionel, .Sir Anthony, Baron
Nathaniel, Baron Meyer, Baroness Anselm, and Mrs. Fitzroy.
The Rev. Dr. Ingram, President of Trinity College, O.xford,

and Rector of CJ arsington, died at Trinity College on the 5th.
Dr. Ingram is the author of " Memorials of Oxford," a work of

great anticjiiarian research.
The Right Hon. John Doherty, Chief-Justice of the Court

of Common Pleas in Ireland, died on the Stli at Beaumaris, a
short time after his lordship had retired to rest : his death was
the result of a disease of the heart.
The Right Rev Dr. Stopford, Bishop of Meath, died at the

Palace, Ardbraccan, on the 17th. His lordship was a member
of the Privy Council in Ireland.
Viscount Newark, the eldest son of Earl Manvers, died on

the 23rd, at Torquay, in his ibth year.

COLONIES AND DEPENDENCIES.

SIR
CHARLES NAPIER'S formal resignation of the command in India, and the official appointment of his

successor, leave us still in the dark as to the cause of dispute. Some light ha.s been thrown by the last

arrival, however, and not of the pleasantest kind, on the state and discipline of some portions of the Indian

army. The whole question will doubtless be opened up on the arrival in England of the late Commander in

Cliief. It may, meanwhile, not be inconsistent vrith a high admiration for the great qualities of all the Napiers,
to express a wish that this remarkable family were better provided with what the world commonly agrees
to call discretion and prudence ;

and that they could bring themselves, when out of office, to be something
less of the democrat, and, when in office, something less of the tyrant.
Of positive news from any other of our dependencies or colonies the mouth has furnished none. But we have

thriving accoimts from Jamaica of a proposed vigorous effort at cotton cultivation in that island
;
and from

other quarters we hear generally not unfavourable accounts of material prosperity. The agitators ai'e the men
that don't thrive, though very possibly for reasons making their agitation not unjustifiable. AVhcn we
received our last news of Doctor Lang, who has been moving heaven and earth for the establishment into an

independent republic of all the Australian Colonies, on the plan of the United States, he had been flung into

prison for debt. But he is out agam by this time ; and his political energies, however unwisely du'ected for

the present, need not in their issue be unproductive of good. Such irritants are not ill medicine for the

present malady of the Colonial Office.

The Overland Mail has brought dates from Bombay
to the .5th, Calcutta the 7th, and Madl-as the 13th of

August.
Colonel King, Committed suicide at Wuzeerabad, near

Lahore, on the Gth of July. He commanded the

lith Light Dragoons, at the battle of Chillianwalla,
where the corps retreated from before the enemy,
got into momenfciry confusion, and overset a couple
of our own guns, thereby causing them to be captured

by the Sikhs. The affair was passed over at the

time, and in a short time probably all would have
been forgotten, had not Sir C. Napier, in a speech to the

corps some months back, alluded to the matter by saying
that such a corps as the 14th would go anywhere, or do

anything, if properly commanded. This taimt acted

powerfully on the over-sensitive mind of Colonel King,
and he became the prey of a settled melancholy, which
he never seems to have been able to throw ofl'. In Jxme,
some of his men were taunted at the theatre by the

artillerymen with being cowards, which was of course

resented, and a row ensued. Shortly before this, a man
of the corps, named M'Lean, was taken before Colonel

King for some crime, and on being sentenced to punish-

ment, called him a coward. For this he was tried by a

court-martial, and sentenced to corporal punishment,
which he underwent on the 20th March ; and the man,
on being taken down from the halberts, walked towards

Colonel King, and again called him a coward, using, at

the same time, grossly abusive language. M'Lean had

managed before coming out for punishment to get

enough liquor to make him shortly after tipsy, hoping
thereby to deaden his feelings to the cat-o'-nine tails ;

and it was while under the inHuence of tlie liquor, and
the pain caused by the flogging, that he again com-

mitted himself as above. He was now ordered to be
tried by a general court-martial, which took place on
the 3rd of June last. He was foimd guilty of outrageous
and insubordinate conduct, and sentenced to transporta-
tion for seven years. This sentence, liaving been trans-

mitted to the Commauder-iu-Chief, was returned by
him with the following remarks ;

—
" Revised—In revising the proceedings of the court, I am

obliged to call its attention to some facts which demand the
most serious notice.—1st. The prisoner was allowed to get
drunk in the guard-room of Her Majesty's 14th Light Dragoons,
when under sentence of a court martial,—2nd. The prisoner was

brought dniuk to the parade.—3rd. Assistant-Surgeon Fasson,
whose business it was closely to have examined the state of the

prisoner who was about to sufl'er corporal punishment, did not
examine him, and did not perceive that he was intoxicated, till

drink and the pain ofpunishment had made him so furious, that
the assistant-surgeon's own words are "

I thought he was either

mad or drunk."—4th. Adjutant Lieutenant Apthorp, equally
unobserving with the assistant-surgeon, did not find out that
the prisoner was dnmk till after he had received punishment.—
5th. The consequence was that this soldier was flogged when in

a state of intoxication, and all this took place in the presence of

Lietenant-C^olonel King, the commaudiug otficer of the regiment.—6th. When fived from the triangles, the prisoner, infuriated

by having drunk nearly two bottles of arrack and some beer in

the guard room, as proved before the court, became outrageous
and abusive, as might have been foreseen.—7th. I ask the couit,

tlierefore, to reconsider and to mitigate its sentence, for however

disgraceful and insubordinate the conduct of the culprit may
have been, it was certainly as much ]u'odui-i'd by the neglect of

duty in others, as by the drunkard himself. The sentence

ajipears to me to be severe beyond all proportion to the crime, in

the peculiar circumstances above stated.

"(Signed) C.J.Napier,
'* Commandi: r-in-Chinff East Indics^^

The court-martial accordingly reconsidered their sen-

tence, and re-transmitted it to" the Commander-in-Chief,
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statins, that they respectfully begged to adhere to it.

On this Sir Charles Napier returned the gcntence with

the following note subjoined :
—

" Head Quarters, 1st July, 1S50.
"

I am sorry that the court tVIt itself called upon to

adhere to a sentence -which I have no power to commute, and

cannot, in the extraordinary circumstances of the case, execute!

I have, therefore, no alternative but to pardon the prisoner, not

excused by his drunkenness, but in facts stated in my remarks

to the court on its proceedings being revised. I assure the court

that great severity, without a due consideration being given to

circ\imstances, is not justice, nor conducive to discipline.

The prisoner is to return to his troop.

"(Signed) CLNapiek,
"
General^ Com->na)ider-in-Chlr/, East Indies"

These remarks seem to have caused the cup of Colonel

King's bitterness to overflow ;
for their promulgation

was immediately followed by his act of suicide.

The Affreedees have again closed the pass to Kohat,
and set-m inclined to be as troublesome as ever. A man
of the Horse Artillery has been shot by one of tliem

close to his quarter guard.
The Sikh Prisoners at Alla/iabad keep the authorities

there in a state of disquiet. They have been detected

in a communication with the ex-Ranee (nowinNepaul).
On the 26th of June a Cawnpore Brah"iin, named

Seetaram, was found inside the quarters mhabited by
the prisoners, ten in number, notwithstanding all the

precautions and vigilance used to prevent every species
of intercourse. Nothing was found on the man, though
he acknowledged being in Sikh pay. The next day a

court of inquiry was assembled, and sufficient was eli-

cited to prove that a deep-laid plot had been organised.
Several letters were found addressed to the friends of

the prisoners, and one document containing the names
of the different officers in command of corps and the

stations where their regiments were located. Informa-

tion was likewise obtained of two Sikhs, who were con-

cealed in a Ghossain's house in the city, having in

their possession a sum of 20,000 rupees, dedicated to pur-

poses of bribery. Upon the person of one of the pri-

soners a file was found. The Jemedar and sentries in

charge of the guard have been placed in arrest, on a

suspicion of collusion.

A tragical event has occurred on board the Hon.

Company's cargo boat Kaleegunga, in tow of the steamer

Burhampooter, at Patna. She left Allahabad with

thirty-nine Sikh convicts with a very weak guard. The
arms of the guard were piled between them and the

convicts ;
when at Patna, the latter having seized the

fire arms, which were loaded, rose upon the guard, and
a desperate conflict ensued. Two of the guard^and two
of the convicts were killed, and the convicts succeeded
in running the boat ashore and escaping. It appeared
that the affair took place in the day time, which renders

it still more extraordinary.
Another Exjdosion of an Ordnance Flotilla occurred

on the Ganges, near Chuprah, on the 10th of July. The
fleet consisted of about thirty boats, of which upwards
of half were loaded with gunpowder. Twelve boats are

lost—seven, with 1800 barrels of powder on board,

exploded, and five sunk. The crews discovered the

fire in time, and escaped. Suspicion attaches to the

native boatmen, from the circumstances of their having
received their pay in advance "at Dinapore, and having
all escaped injury. A committee of inquiry has been
instituted to investigate the matter.
The Bengal papers are filled with disgraceful exposes

of the extent to which gambling is carried on amongst
the young officers of the Queen's and Company's services

on leave at Simla and other hill stations. Some of these
have been openly charged with 'cheating at play. This
shows the propriety of Sir C. Napier's unpopular general
order restricting the leave of officers to the hills diuing
the hot season.
The discussion on Mr. Bright's motion has excited much

interest in India, and the local press generally advocate
the appointment of a cotton commission.
The accounts from Hong-Konr/ are to the 24th of July.

Sickness among the European troops has been on the
increase ; as many as IGOmcn have been in the hospital
at one time, and about thirty-five have died of fever.

This happens when there is no unusual sickness either

among the community or the government police force.

This mortality is ascribed to the unhealthy position of

the barracks, occasioned chiefly by the nature of the

ground in the rear, and to the crowded state of the
rooms occupied by the men.
The Governor of Macao, Commodore Da Cunha, who

had recently arrived, died on the 6th of July. He had
been for some time in bad health. His death is said to

be most unfortunate for the settlement of Macao, matters
with the Chinese government not being yet arranged.

Papers from Ceylon have been received to the 15th of

August. They announce Lord Torrington's resignation
of his office of Governor, and his intention of taking his

departure for Bombay.

The intelligence from the West Indies is not impor-
tant. Several articles on the culture of cotton appear
in the journals of Kingston, and on the 27th ult. a large

meeting was held in the directors' room of the Bank of

Jamaica to establish a small company, with a limited

number of shares, to test the practicability of rendering
the cotton plant a staple production of the island.

Resolutions in accordance with this view were passed,
and every sj'mptom of ^•igour manifested.

The Montreal papers contain an account of a most
destructive Fire in that town on the night of the 23rd of

August, which destroyed property to the amoimt of

half-a-million of dollars. Above a hundred houses were

utterly destroyed, besides great damage done to many
others. The rapid extension of the fire is attributed in

a great measure to the use of shingles in roofing houses,
which seems to be a practice very generally adopted in

the town to save expense.

Advices from Melbourne have been received to the

16th of May. The Reverend Dr. Lang, who some years

ago attracted attention by a letter to Earl Grey impugn-
ing the administration of the Australian Colonies, had
created much excitement by originating a movement'for
the independence of these Colonies. He had delivered

a lecture on the subject at Melbourne, in a tone of

respect for the queen and good will to England, but

openly advocating complete separation and indepen-

dence, which, he believed, Great Britain would concede

on a proper representation of the case. He recom-

mended the formation of an " Australian League
"

or

federal republic, embracing all the Colonies, constructed

on the model of the United States of America, and
denominated "the United Provinces of Australia."

Dr. Lang entered minutely into the details of his

scheme, and was loudly applauded. After the delivery
of his lecture he was thro\\n into prison for some matter

of debt, to the great displeasure, it is stated, of the

^Melbourne public, who were raising a subscription for

his release.

NARRATIVE OF FOREIGN EVENTS.
——•—

COLEMN ceremonials have been celebrated over France for liim who now sleeps in the quiet vatilt at
^

Weybridge, Changarnier ordering and Louis Napoleon not resisting. It is called hypocrisy, but not with

much reason. Hypocrisy is the homage which vice pays to virtue ;
and if Louis Philippe must stand for

virtue in the case, Changarnier and Louis Napoleon are free from vice. They have for some time faithfully

governed on the principles of the citizen king, simply using their greater power to better his instniction.

Nevertheless the Orleans adherents, who are strong in the departments through which the president lately
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passed to Cherbourg, have not shown symptoms of greater favour to the candidate for empire. At Cherbom'g
itself he had a reception of marked coldness; and the folk who went to enjoy the holiday and increase the

noise, had to exhaust their stock of enthusiasm on the ships and the fortifications. The enormous sLs-deckers

and eighty-four-pouuders earned off, accordingly, au amount of loose admiration which has quite startled

good people on the opposite coast. The effect has been but transient, however. France makes only a holiday
show iu these mattoi-s after all. The statistics of maritime development and progress are against her ;

and it

is but to contrast any one of our naval ports with what has been going on at Cherbourg since the days of

Louis Quatorze, to see that nature is more than a match for art in this respect. It is not ships and
fortifications that make a maritime country, nor even the advantages of natural ports and harbours. When
France can send to Portsmouth or Plymouth such a fleet of pleasure yachts as were sporting the other day
round her war-leviathans at Chei'bourg, it will b^ time for England to look about her. Not till she begins to

take to the sea as the duck to the water, need her maritime supremacy be feared. Never yet, with all her big

equipment and endless braggadocio, has she really shown the natural taste for it.

A new element of discord, which seems to promise new and important combinations, has been flung into

the endless German dispute. The entire population of the State of Hesse Cassel, including parliament, army,
and state functionaries, as well as common people, have risen against their Elector and his minister, and

incontinently bundled them out. This revolution difiers from those which have been general in that

neighbourhood of late, in the circumstance that it is strictly a vindication of order. The Hessians had been

perfectly quiet iu '48, content wdth the constitution they obtained in '30; ;md it has been simply the gross
violation of the latter by their prince which they have thus summarily punished. The incident, though not

unimportant iu itself, derives a still greater importance from its probable influence on the dispute between
North and South Germany, and the aid it is likely to give Prussia in her present attitude of resistance. The

activity of the Holstciners, and their still resolute and indomitable front, is another turn in events which falls

out opportunely ; and it is not by any means impossible, if the right courage and a jiroper understanding of

the constitutional cause be now stedfastly shown, that Prussia may redeem her mistakes, obtain a triumph
over Austrian imbecility and intrigue, and finally assert her own position at the head of public opinion in

German
J'.

In our Narrative of May we said that the pinch of the Slavery Compromise in America, would be felt

when the law compelling the surrender of fugitive slaves came to be discussed. The bill has passed the

senate amid extraordinaiy excitement, and is now under debate in the lower house, the excitement by no
means dimiuishmg. The provisions of this bill, already passed through a house where the democrats have
a majority, is scarcely credible even of a country debased as America is by her " domestic institutions."

Commissioners are appointed to determine claims, with a direct pecuniary interest if they determine for the

master, with none if they pronounce for the slave ! Heavy fines and penalties are imposed on refusals to

take part in arrests, on whatever groundless suspicious ; and on attempts at rescue, on whatever ground of

justice ! The arrests may be made with or without warrant, and neither the declaration nor the oath of the

fugitive is admissible in his own defence ! All the processes are summary, all the powers in-esponsible, and
the entire forces of the state are lent- for the oppression of the poor hapless coloured WTCtch, whom any
reckless trafficker in human flesh may, -with or without a claim, resolve to drag to slavery ! The proposal of

such a measure is a scandal to civilisation, and its enactment will be another item in the heavy claim which
is silently mounting up for sure and not tai-dy retribution.

" There is a strong blind Samson in that land !

'

President Louis Napoleon's Journey in the French
Provinces was partly noticed in our last Number. He re-

turned by Strasbourg, Metz, and Rlieims, to Paris, where
he arrived on the "ilSth of August. We extract from the

French papers a few characteristic traits of his reception.
At Midhausen, where he stopped before he arrived at

Strasbourg, the zeal of a functionary in endeavouring to

force the National Guard to cry
" Vive le President!

"

is said to have so irritated them that they assembled in

masses, and shouted " Vive la liepublique
" under the

President's window. Off'ended at this, he left the place

instantly, refusing to visit the factories. When he
came to Colmar, the authorities were unprepared to

receive him with due honours, and he expressed his dis-

content by refusing to go to a ball offered to him. In
the capital oi Alsace, however, his reception was splendid.
His cavalcade, as he entered the town amid the shouts
of the assembled thousands, had a truly imperial aspect ;

" His guard was composed of the Cavalry of the national
Guards of Strasbourg and the Gendarmerie ;

after

whom came about a dozen Lancers
;
and then between

the Minister of War and the Minister of Foreign Afi'airs

rode the President, as usual wearing the uniform of a

general officer of the National Guard, with the grand
cordon of the Legion of Honour. He rode a most beau-
tiful horse, which had been presented by the authorities.

It was most brilliantly caparisoned ; the housings wanted

only the crown to complete the imperial effect. As the
President came oi)posite to the Hotel de Paris, he looked

up to the balcony of the first floor, and taking off his

plumed hat, bowed to the very saddle-bow to the Grand
Duchess of Baden, who had arrived in order to witness

her nephew's entiy into Strasbourg. A lively description
is given of the presentation of addresses by the corpora-
tions of the small towns and villages in the neighbourhood.
" The most interesting sight of all was that of the rural

mayors in their old quaint costume ; simple peasants, who
had probably never heai-d of the Republic, but came to see
'

Luig Bompar,' the nephew of the Emperor. The pea-

santry are much attached to Louis Napoleon, and the

present journey proves it. These village functionaries,

each wearing his scarf of office, were in number nearly
two hundred, and they were from those places the Pre-

sident had been unable to visit. They felt rather awk-
ward in finding themselves in these splendid saloons ;

but they were soon placed quite at their ease by the

good-natured and familiar manners of the President,
who had a kind word, a ready smile, and a grasp of the

hand for each. Before a quarter of an hour had elapsed,
there they were in a group, with the President in the

midst of them, and chatting away in German or Alsacian

patois, which he spoke with them very fluently. They
looked quite pleased at finding that 'Luig' spoke in

their native tongue as well as themselves. This inter-

view lasted some time, for all parties seemed to like the

conversation. In the mean time, crowds of visitors

were thronging the court of the Prefecture, and an im-

mense crowd blocked up the streets. The cries of ' Vive

Napoleon !

' ' Vive le President !

' and ' Vive la Rcpub-
lique !

'

scarcely ceased the whole of the morning."
At Metz there was a grand review of 15,000 regular

troops and National Guards. The President's reception
at the Arsenal was most enthusiastic. He has, it seems,
made artillery a subject of special study. He conversed
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Tcnich. on that topic, and surprised the military men
present with the extent of his professional information.

In the evening a grand ball was given in his honour.
The managers conceived the idea of not allowing any
but ladies to enter the ball-room before his arrival :

when he entered the room, at a little after nine, he
found himself .surrounded by all the pretty women of

Metz. The gentlemen were then admitted, and dancing
immediately commenced. The President opened the

ball, and remained there until eleven o'clock. His pro-
gress from Metz to Paris was highly satisfactory. At
Verdun, the streets were transformed into a garden, and
the enthusiasm of the people seemed greater and more
sincere than in any other town. At Rheims, he replied to

a flattering address with effective brevity :•
— ' ' Our coun try

wishes for nothing bvit order, religion, and liberty.

Everywhere the nxmiber of the agitators is infinitely

small, but the number of the good citizens infinitely

great.''
"
Entering this ancient city of Rheims, where

the kings, who also represented the interests of the

nation, came to be crowned, I wished that we could, in
the same place, crowm not a man, but an idea of union
and conciliation, of which the triumph would restore

repose in our country."
On the 3rd, the President set out upon another pro-

vincial excursion. lie arrived that evening at Evreux,
where he entertained a largo party to dinner. The
Socialists had summoned from Rouen a nvimber of their
friends to get up a hostile demonstration, but it proved
a failure.

The President arrived at Caera on' the evening of the
•Ith. He reviewed the troops and National Guards
on the morning of the 5tli. He was received by the

troops, and by the immense popiilation which crowded
on his way, with cries of "Vive Napoleon!" The
cries of "Vive la Republique !

" were few at Caen.

Among the addresses delivered to the President at

Caen, was one from the President of the Council General
of the Department, in which it was remarked that Louis

Napoleon was addressed by the title of " Your High-
ness." He left Caen immediately after the review, and
arrived the same evening at Cherbourg,
On the morning of Friday the 6th, the President

received the mayors and authorities of the neighbouring
arrondissements, and many Englishmen of distinction,
who had arrived at Cherbourg in yachts, paid their

respects to him. He then reviewed the National Guard
and the troops of the garrison, in the midst of a vast con-
course of people. Democratic cries were uttered by some
groups, and a midshipman who distinguished himself by
the violence of his gestures and his insulting language,
was taken into custody. A banquet was given to him by
the city of Cherbourg, at which seven hundred persons
were present. Many Englishmen were among the guests ;

particularly Admirals Sir C. Napier, Sir Thomas Coch-
rane, and Sir Edmund Lyons ; Captains Pelham, Mundy,
Chads, Seymour, Mackimron, Jones, and Hall ; the Earl
Wilton Commodore of the Royal Yacht Club, the Earl
of Cadogan, Marquis of Ormoiid, Earl of Orkney, Vis-
count Canterbury, Mr. Talbot the Vice-Commodore of
the Royal Yacht Club, and Captain Smith of the Royal
Engineers. After dinner the Mayor of Cherbourg gave
as a toast " The memory of the Emperor Napoleon, and
the health of the President of the Republic." The Presi-

dent, in acknowledging the compliment, made several
noticeable remarks. "How did it happen," he said,

"
th.at

the Emperor, in spite of war, was able to cover all France
with imperishable works that are found at every step,
and are nowhere found so remarkable and so great as
here ? It is that, independently of his genius, ho lived
at a period when the nation, exhausted by revolution,
gave him the necessary power to crush anarchy, repress
faction, and secure the triumph by glory abroad, at
home by a vigorous impulse of the general interests of
the country." He proceeded to give as a toast,

" The
City of Cherbourg," adding,

" Yes ! I propose this toast
in the very sight of the Heet that carried so nobly the
French flag to the East, and is still ready to carry it

with equal glory wliereverthe honourofour nation calls

it. I propose this toast in the presence of those distin-

guished strangers now our guests. They can convince
themselves of the fact that if we desire peace it is not
because we are weak. It is not because we are weak.

but rather from that commtmity of interests and those
sentiments of mutual esteem which bind together the
two most civilised nations of the globe. I drink to the

city and port of Cherbourg!" These words were
followed by repeated shouts of " Vive I'Empereur ! Vive
Napoleon !

"
After the banqxietthc President visited the

Fort de Roules, which commands the harbour, but
which is not now occupied. At night a splendid ball

was given in his hono\u-, at which several thousand per-
sons were present. All the ships in the harbour were
illuminated, as also many of the private houses in the

to-n-n. • On Satiu'day momiug, the 7th, the President
visited the arsenal. He was cordially received by the

artisans in all the ateliers. At mid-day he proceeded to

the squadron, and visited the admiral's ship, the Fried-

land, commanded by Vice-Admiral Parseval Deschenes.
He visited in turn each vessel of the fleet. In the course

of this day was repeated a beautiful display by the

yachts which the President's late arrival on Thursday
prevented him from witnessing. A squadron of thirty
of the largest yachts was formed into two lines xmder
the Commander of the Royal Yacht squadron, the Earl
of Wilton, and its Vice-Commodore, Mr. Talbot, M.P. ;

and it sailed otit of the roads for a cruise round the

dicjue. The vessels swept along, each with bated or

hastened speed so as exactly to preserve its place with
relation to all the rest

;
the whole body tacking, reaching,

and swelling along, with the simultaneous movements
of a flight oi' birds in the air. Their manosu'STes beyond
all others engrossed the attention of the French. The
citizens and peasants marvelled agape at the exhibition

of such professional skill by the landsmen owners of the

craft
;
the sailors openly expressed their admiration—

the captain of the Jemappes exclaiming aloud, that the

manoeuvre was "
superbe et tres-delicicuse !

" The day
terminated with a banquet, which took place at 7 o'

clock. A ball was given the same night in the great
hall of the Espadage. A brilliant and numerous assem-

blage was present, and it is stated that 7000 applications
had been made for tickets. The President danced with
the lady of one of the representatives of the department.
On Sunday, the Sth, after hearing mass on board the

Friedland, the President proceeded to complete the in-

spection of the vessels wliich he had not time to examine
in all their details the day previous. At two o'clock

the mana^u-vTcs commenced. The ships were cleared as

if for action
;
and not less than 4000 shots were fir-ed,

after which fifty boats completely armed, and forming in

line, proceeded to exercise and sham fights, during which
a feigned attack was made on the steam-frigate Des-

cartes. The President then proceeded to the gun-room
of the Friedland, where a banquet had been prepared.
The table was in the form of a horse-shoe, and the small

arms of the ship, arranged in stars, &c., formed the

ornaments of the banqueting-hall : 112 persons sat down
to dinner. This number included the commanders of

the squadron, as well as the ofilcers of every rank. The

English Admirals, Cochrane, Nai)ier, &c., Captains

Chads, Seymour, and Stopford, &c., were amongst the

number. When the dessert was placed on the table,
Admiral Parseval Deschenes rose, and in a firm tone of

voice proposed the President's health in the following
terms :

—" To the health of the President of the Re-

public ! His presence in the squadr-on is the guarantee
for the future of the efficacious protection of the govern-
ment. ' Vive le President !

' " This cry was taken up
and repeated by the Admiral and all the guests. The
President rose and rctm-ned thanks thus ;

—"
I am happy

to have it in my power to propose, in turn, a toast to

the French Navy, on board the ship of which the

Admiral near me is the worthy chief,-
—to that French

Navy whose devotcdness to the country has ever been

proved in its brightest days as in its gloomy,—to that

Navy whose valour is so heroic, that even wlien fortune

turns against it, we may still apply to it the words of the

poet— ' Her cypresses have been as glorious as her laurels
'

(aes. cypres ont i'l<i aussi beaux que ses lanriers),
—I

drink 'to the French Navy." This speech and toast

were, as will easily be supposed, followed by loud and

repeated applause. The President entered the hotel of

the Maritime Prefect at ten o'clock, after having spent
the whole day on board tlie fleet.

On Monday morning the President left Cherbourg,
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the National Guards and an immense crowd of people
saluting him with loud cries of ".Vive Napoleon ! Vive
le President!

" He arrived that evening at Saint Lu,
where the manifestation in his favpur is described as
"
enthusiastic and uuiversal." He then skirted the

whole Eastern coast of the Bay of St. Malo, staying at

Coutances and A^Tanches
;
and finally returned to Paris

by way of Argentan ; the authorities apd people qvery-
where hailing him cordially.

The Coimcih-Gencral of France have terminated
their Annual Session. 'The chief question agitated

by them has been the revision of the constitution.

The result has been thus siinimcd up :
—Twenty-one

councils separated without taking the subject into con-
sideration ; ten rejected propositions for revision ; two
declared that the constitution ouglit to be respected ;

thirtj'-three departments therefore refused, more or
less formally, to aid the revision. On the other hand,
forty-nine councils came to decisions which the re-

visionist party claim for themselves. But a very great

diversity is to be perceived in these decisions. Thirty-
two pronounced in favour of revision only

" so far as it

should take place under legal conditions," or "so far as

legality should be observed:" two of those called atten-
tion to the forty-fifth article of the constitution, which
makes Louis Napoleon incapable of being immediately
rechosen

;
but another demanded that his powers should

be prolonged. One council voted for revision, and also

desired to prolong the President's power ;
ten simply

voted for revision ; five pronounced for immediate revi-

sion, but by very small majorities ;
one went fiu'ther,

and proposed to give the present Assembly—which is

legislative and not constituent—authority to effect the
revision. Three councils express merely a desire for a

remedy to the present situation. Thirty-three depart-
ments have not pronounced for the revision, or have
pronounced against it

; thirty-three are in favour of a

legal revision ; thu-tecn demand the revision without

explaining on what conditions they desire to see it

effected ;
and six demand it immediately ; making the

total of eighty-five.
The Commissionfor Surveillance met on the 19th in

the National Assembly. M. Dupin presided. The
Minister of the Interior was summoned, a.s usual, to

attend and give an account of the state of the coxiutry.
M. Baroche read a document on the subject, from which
it would appear that at no previous period was there

greater prosperitj' in most branches of trade and manu-
factures, and not for many years was public order better
maintained that at this moment.

It appears that there are in France regularly licensed

Marriar/e Agents, whose transactions are sanctioned by
the law courts. The civil tribunal of Le Mans has just
condemned a person named Designe and his son, of

Parigne I'Evequo, department of the Sarthc, to pay
10,000 francs to M. Foy, for having negotiated the

marriage of the son with a McUlo. dc Bruc, niece of the

Marquis de Malestroit. INI. Foy was applied to by the
father and the son to find a wife for the latter. Foy
introduced them to Mdllc. le Bruc, who was possessed
of a certain fortune, and the son eventually married
her. By an agreement duly drawn up before the mar-
riage, the father and son bound themselves to pay M.
Foy 12,500 francs for his services. This, however, they
on different pretexts subsequently refused to do, and so

Foy brought his action; but reduced his demand to

10,000 francs, he having consented, after some negotia-
tien, to accept that sum. After hearing counsel at great
length on both sides, the tribunal gave judgment in

Foy's favour for the full amount claimed.
A S2}lit has taken place among the Legitimists. On

the temiination of the Congress at Wisbaden, a circular
was addressed to the party, under the authority of the
Count de Chambord, in which it declared that he " has

formally and absolutely condemned the system of an
appeal to the people, as implying the negation of the

great national principle of hereditary monarchy." This
has called forth a reply from the IVIarquis de la Roche-
jaquelein, who had previously proposed an appeal to the
people of France, to know whether tlicy would have a

Republic or a Monarchy. In a letter to the Paris

journal the Eveuement, he re-iterates with energy hi.s

former sentiments, and says,
"

I accept completely my

excommunicatioii ; it is evident that we have no longer
the same principles."

The accounts from Piedmont describe the public
mind as greatly excited against Austria. On the loth,
there was a disturbance, from this cause, in the theatre
of Turin

; during the performance of a piece called Leqa
Lombarda, when a number of soldiers wearing the
Austrian colours of "black and yellow," and headed
by an Austrian eagle, came on the stage, they were
saluted by a hurricane of hisses, and a tumult of groans,
wlUch lasted for nearly a quarter of an hour. The
attack did not come from any isolated box or bench, Init

ifwas participated in by all present, and it is said that
there were not ten ladies or gentlemen who did not
take an active share. The people regard the presence
of the Austrians in Italy as the sole bar to the establish-
ment of Italian nationality.

The King of Prussia, on receiving a deputation from
the Conservative Constitutional Union of Berlin on the

13th, thus expressed liis sentiments on the que.stion of
German Unity :—" My sentiments on the German ques-
tion have often been misunderstood. Some have done
me great injustice in respect to those sentiments [alhuling
to the speech of the King of Wurtemberg on the open-
ing of the Chambers] : this will not turn me from the

path of duty. It is to be regretted that in more than
one pla,ce it is not imderstood that it is possible to be
honest in politics. In striving for Germany I follow
the impulses of my own heart. I maintain the German
idea, and will pursue the path on which I have entered,
as far as God gives me light ; but I hope no further.
As King of Prussia, I shall strive for Germany ; as a
friend and ally, I will carry conciliation as far as the
honour of this country will permit. For the mainte-
nance of this honour, I can appeal to the five hundred
years which the history of my house embraces."
The ratifications of the Treaty of Peace between

Germany and Denmark were exchanged on the 6th
instant at the residence of the British Minister at Berlin,
and a protocol of the transaction was signed by the
Ministers of the parties, and by INIr. Howard the British

charge d' affaires on behalf of the mediating power.
The German states, parties to the treaty thus ratified,

are, the King of Prussia, the Grand Dukes of Baden.
Saxe Weimar, and Mecklenburg Schwerin

;
the Dukes

of Saxe Meinongen, Saxe Altenburg, Anhalt Dessau and
Bemburg ; the Princes of Schwartzburg-Rudolstadt and
Sonderhausen, the Princes of "VValdeck, the Princes of

Lippe-Detmold, of Reuss, Elder and Younger, and the
senates of the Free To-svus of Lubeck, Bremen, and
Hamburg. The Danish Minister declared, in the name
of his government, that in lending itself to the partial

exchange at the recommeiidation of the mediating power,
it retained the hope that as the present act does not yet
contain all the states belonging to the Germanic Con-
federation, no delay will occur in his reception of the

complement necessary to verify the ratifications of this

treaty for the whole of the states forming tliis Con-
federation.

A Movement of momentous import has taken place in
Hesse Cassel, in consequence of an act of the Elector's

j;overnment, administered by his Prime Minister Hassen-

pttug. By an article of the constitution, the Hessian Cham-
ber has the exclusive right of voting taxes. HassenpHug,
however, declined or delayed to call them together, until

the time generally destined for the close of tho session.

The Ministers immediately put before them a demand for

money, and for the liberty to raise the taxes for 1850.

Tho Parliament replied, by an unanimous vote, that
however little the ministers possessed the confidence of

Parliament, they would not go the length of refusing
the supplies, but requested to have a regular budget
laid before them, which they promised to examine,
discuss, and vote. To so fair and constitutional a resolu-

tion the minister replied by dissolving the Parliament,
and proceeding to levy the taxes in spite of the Parliament
and the constitution. The cabinet went to the extix'mity
of ijroclaimiug the whole Electorate in a state of siege,
and investing the commander-in-chief with dictatorial

l)0wers against the press, personal liberty, and property.
Tho town council unanimously protested against these
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arbitrary acts ;
and such a spirit of resistance was ex-

cited that the Elector and his minister were constrained

to seek safety in flight. The Elector left Cassel on the

morning of the 13th, and arrived the same evening at

Hanover, where liewas afterwardsjoincd by Hassenptiug.
Some of the accounts state that M. iHassenpflug was

agitated by terror in his flight. He arrived at Rheda,
in Westphalia, on the 13th instant, and on the follow-

ing morning he took the train to Cologne. He was

pale, and his features were distorted with fear and the

fatigues of his journey. He informed his fellow-tra-

vellers that he was proceeding to Coblentz
;
but it was

generally supposed that he intended to escape into

Belgium. His presence in the train having become

known, it was soon whispered at all the stations that

the " Hcssen fluch" (Hesse's curse) was a passenger in

a certain carriage ;
and everywhere public opinion vented

itself in groans and execrations. On the arrival of the

train in Dusseldorf, the gendarmes on duty were in-

formed of the presence of Hassenpflug, the convicted

forger of Greifsweld. One of the passengers, who had

paid a particular and by no means welcome attention to

M. Hassenpflug's bearing and features, was canvassing
the subject with one of the gendarmes, when the ex-

minister, unable to retain his pent-up-emotion, addressed

him with,
"

I say, sir, why do you persecute me ?
"

"
Sir," replied the passenger,

"
I do not persecute you.

I 'm just telling this man of the villanies of that scoun-

drel Hassenpflug." The gendarmes asked him for his

passport ;
and when the minister produced that docu-

ment, a voice was heard to cry,
" Look sharp, man,

whether it is a good passport ! You luiow he 's a forger !

' '

Upon tliis Mr. Hassenpflug was arrested, and taken to

the police-station ;
but he was subsequently allowed to

proceed by post to Langeafeld, where he intended to

wait for the Elector's arrival. At Hanover it is said

that the Elector made application for military aid to

carry out the policy ir. which he had been checked; but

the reply was unfavourable. Thence he turned to the

South-west, in order to regain the South of his own
dominions by a detour through Minden and Dusseldorf.

He and his ministers were at Frankfort on the 16th.

From thence he went to Williamstadt, where, on the

19th, he issued a decree making that place the seat of

government.
On the 13th, the day on which the Elector took his

secret departure, a courier arrived at Cassel from General

Hainan, the Minister of War, to General Bauer, the

Commander in Chief, instructing him that the govern-
ment had been removed from Cassel

;
and that the

Elector had revoked all the decree establishing the state

of siege, except the second section of ,it, which placed
the Civil Guard under the Commander in Chief. The

municipal authorities met, and immediately issued an

address, stating that the harmony between the militaiy
and civil powers would obviate all the evils threatened

by the unexpected departure of the Sovereign and his

Ministers, and exhorting the people to persevere in

their strictly legal and orderly behaviour. On the

14th, the Permanent Committee of the Assembly re-

solved to bring old General Bauer, a stanch disciplina-

rian soldier, but a most honest and respected citizen,

to account for his share in executing the late measures.

He was prosecuted for abuse of ottice, violation of the

constitution, and high treason. On the first point, a

military one, the Garrison Court acquitted him ; on the

other two, the "General Auditoriat
" Court found

that " the facts adduced were not sufficiently strong
to warrant lurther proceedings." The old soldier

has expressed his desu-e to resign, and confines himself

at home as "sick."

were killed, succeeded in entering the house, when they
immediately put him and his companions to death,
and severely wounded his brother, who however had the

good fortune to make his escape. At this moment
there is not a single insurgent in arms in Cata-

lonia.

The Elections for the Cortes, both in Madrid and in

the provinces, have terminated in so signal a defeat of

the Progresista party, that the government will find

itself almost without an opposition in the assembly.
Even the moderate or conservative opposition has

obtained so few votes, that it has no longer any preten-
sion to the name of a party. An idea of the general
result may be obtained from the state of the ballot in

Madrid
;
the Moderates had 2185 votes, the Progresistas

509, the Conservative opposition 15, and the pure
Democrats only 6.

The accounts from Madrid announce the capture and
death of the Centralista chief, Baliarao, who for more
than three months past had kept in continual movement
the whole of the troops of that province. He was con-

cealed in his mother's house in the village of St. Andres
de Paloinar, where the volunteers of Catalonia, who
had been for many days in pursuit of him, overtook him.

They attacked resolutely the place of his refuge, where
his brother and some of his partisans also were, and after

an obstinate defence, diuing which two of the volunteers

Hostilities have been renewed between the troops of

Denmark and the Duchies. OSensive operations were
commenced by the Schleswig-Holsteiners on the 12th,

and continued without any definite result to the 13th

inst. On the 12th inst. the entire Holstcin army ad-

vanced, and made an attack on the whole Danish line.

The fighting, as at Idstedt, was very fierce, especially at

Eckernforde, which w^as taken and retaken twice during
the day ;

and then remauiing in the hands of the Hol-

steiners, who established their head-quarters there in

the afternoon. The town suffered severely; the Danish

ships of war stationed in the harbour fired broadside s,

until the Holsteiners, having brought up some heav y
guns to the coast, compelled them to leave. The
wounded were sent to Kiel, and filled fourteen car-

riages. The Danish camp, strongly entrenched before

Eckernforde, was taken, after three assaults, by the

Holsteiners, and afterwards destroyed by tu-c. The

strong Danish trenches were carried by the bayonet,
and the carnage seems to have been frightful. At day-
break on the morning of the loth, the battle was re-

newed with redoubled fury. General WilUsen marched
on Missunde to force the Schlei. He was attacked by
the Danes in the forest of Cosel, and driven back. He
withhdrew behind Eckernforde. The Holstein army
surrendered Eckernforde on the 13th, and resumed its

position of the r2th. On the 14th, General Willisen's

head-quarters were at Wittensee.
The accounts from Copenhagen give some particulars

respecting the Morganatic marriage (mentioned in last

month's Narrative) between the King of Denmark and

the Countess Danner, formerly the court milliner. The

ceremony was performed in the Palace Chapel, and two
Countesses were commanded to attend— the Countess

Von Ahlefeld (the lady of the Chief Clerk of the Closet)

and the Countess Knuth. The youthful bride was led

to the altar by Baron Lewetzan, Marshal of the Koyal
Household. The ceremony was performed in the pre-
sence of the whole court, who were attired in court

dresses. After the marriage there was a grand dinner

at the palace. The Hereditary Prince Ferdinand led

the Countess Danner to table, and the King the Coun-

tess Von Ahlefeld. A few days after the King and the

Countess Von Danner paid an unexpected visit to his

stepmother, the Queen Carolina Amelia. The Queen

Dowager, the widow of Frederick VI., forbade the visit

that the king and the countess intended to pay to her.

The ladies who attend court, and who wore highly in-

dignant at this marriage, were under great apprehensions
lest they [should receive commands to wait upon the

Countess Von Danner; it being known that she had

declared that nothing would give her nnn-e satisfaction

than to see the ladies upon whom she waited as their

dressmaker now come and pay their court to her.

The Peace Congress assembled at Fran7;fort, com-

menced its proceedings on the 22nd August in the

Church of St. Paul. Dr. Jaup of Darmstadt was elected

President of the Congress. The principal speakers at

the meetings were Mr. Cobden, the Rev. Mr. Burnett of

Camberwell, M. Emile Girardin, M. Bonnet, the pastor
of the French Protestant church, Mr. Garnet a negro,
Elihu Burritt, Mr. Hindley of Oldham, M. Gamier one

of the Secretaries, Dr. Buller from America, the Rev.
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M. Copway a native chief of the Chippeway tribe, Mr.

Miall, Mr. Chippie of New York, and several others.

They delivered their speeches in their respective

languages, but when an oration was considered unusu-

ally important, the substance of it was given in two
other languages by competent interpreters. The last

meeting was held on the 24th
;
on this occasion thanks

were voted to the municipal authorities of Frankfort
for their kind reception of the members of the Congress ;

and Mr. Cobden caused infinite delight and astonish-

ment by acting as fugleman to an English "Hip, hip,
hurrah !

" demonstration of gratitude. A resolution to

publish the proceedings at three) kreutzers (about
twopence) ,

terminated the meeting. Next ye ar the

Congress is to be held in London.

The accounts from Nexo York are to the 14th inst.

A bill has been passed by both houses of Congress to

establish a territorial government in New Mexico.
The senate have passed the Fugitive Slave Bill, the

object of which is to provide for the settlement of

questions respecting fugitive slaves. These make all the
bills which were incorporated in that of the Compro-
mise. The bills passed are the Utah Bill, the Texas

Boundary Bill, the Admission of California Bill, the
Territorial government for New Mexico Bill, and the

Fugitive Slaves Bill. The following are the principal

provisions of this last-mentioned important measure :
—

The judges of the United States' District Courts, or
their commissioners, in every county within their dis-

trict, shall hear and summarily determine all cases of
claim' made by the owner for his Fugitive Slave. The
deposition or affidavit of owner, or other satisfactory testi-

mony, sworn to before a magistrate, according to the
law of the state whence the slave escaped, shall be held
sufficient to establish the right of property and to

authorise the arrest and reconveyance of the fugitive to

the state whence he or she may have fled
;
but in no

trial or hearing under this act shall the testimony of the

alleged fugitive be admitted in evidence. Any person
aiding or abetting the escape, or interposing to prevent
the arrest and reconveyance, will be subject to a fine

not exceeding 1000 dollars, and to imprisonment not

exceeding six months, besides forfeiting 1000 dollars by
way of civil damages to the party injured. In case of
affidavit being made by the claimant of a fugitive that
he has reason to apprehend a rescue before he can

reconvey such fugitive beyond the border of the state in

which the arrest may have been made, it shall be the

duty of the officer making the arrest to retain the fugi-
tive in his custody, to personally remove him to the
state whence he fled, and then to deliver him to said

claimant or his attorney. To this end the officer is

authorised and required to summon such assistance

as may enable him efficiently to perform this duty.
Finally, should such fugitive, subsequently to his arrest,
be rescued by force from those having hiim or her in

custody, and the rescue be proven to have been without
collusion on the part of the owner, then the said owner
shall be paid from the public treasury the value of said

fugitive, and the amount paid (which is to be limited)
shall be recovered by the general government from the
state or territory in which the rescue was effected.

The present state of Slavery in the United States is

illustrated by several recent circumstances mentioned in

the American newspapers. An insurrection, in which 400
slaves were to be engaged, was discovered at Lowndes
County, Alabama, some weeks since. The rendezvous
of the negroes was fired upon by the whites, killing one
slave and wounding twenty others. The slaves then
fled. It is said that the slaves were incited to the in-

surrection by an abolitionist, for whose apprehension a
reward of GOOO dollars has been offered. A general
massacre is supposed to have been intended.—The run-

away slaves have been so numerous of late, that the
owners have become very much alarmed, and hence arc

disposed to remove them to safer parts of the United
States, or to sell them to slave traders. The family of
William Williams, the coachman of Presidents Polk,
Taylor, and Fillmore, were suddenly, on Friday morn-
ing, seized by a slave trader and taken from their homes
in Washington, to be scut to New Orleans. His wife,
over fifty years of ago, three daughters, and three grand-

children, were thus snatched from him in an hour to a
fate worse to him than death, to be sold in the South to

the ^highest bidder, and separated from him and each
other. The poor man was nearly crazed by the dreadful

parting. After many years' toil he very recently pur-
chased his own freedom, but his family were owned by
some one in New Orleans. The President, feeling

deeply for his distress, gave him money, and let him go
to see them again. Williams found the trader would
take the sum of 3200 dollars for them, and he returned
with the hope of raising that amount here to redeem
them. The President, Mr. Webster, General Scott, and
a number of Senators, members, and citizens, have con-
tributed sums from five to fifty dollars. Mr. Corcoran

gave 200 dollars, which was the price asked for the aged
wife, and he made her "

free
"

at once. Besides doing
this, Mr. Corcoran has purchased one of the women,
who has lived in his family for some years, Mrs. Com-
mander Paterson another, and Mrs. General Towson a

third, who lived with her some years past. So the

children, for whom 1500 dollars were asked, only re-

mained to be purchased by their grandfather, who is

said to be in a fair way of raising the money.
Professor Webster, convicted of the Murder of Dr.

Parkman, was executed at Boston on the 30th. Accord-

ing to the American practice the execution took place
within the prison walls, in the presence of certain

citizens chosen as witnesses. This, however, did not

prevent the display of the curiosity always exhibited
on 'such occasions by the public. A local paper says :

—
" The rear of the houses in Lowell Street looked into

the gaol-yard, and both the windows and roofs of some
of them were packed with persons of both sexes, and of
all ages. It grieved me to see ladies and young girls
manifest their morbid curiosity in this way. I am happy
in being able to say, however, that three of those houses
were shut by the occupants, who went out of town
rather than witness the execution, or be in the vicinity
of the place when the solemn preparations were being
made, and where a fellow-being was to|expiate his crimes

by a violent death. If I had had time I would have

procured the numbers of those houses, and the names of
their occupants, and inserted both in this report. On
the door of one of these houses a bill was posted to this

eff'ect; 'Not at home; opposed to capital punishment.'
"

It seems untrue that Webster made a second coiifession,

admitting the commission of a premeditated murder.
It is stated, on the contrary, that immediately before his

death, he expressed his adhesion to his statement that
the deed was not premeditated. It appears, however,
that the general opinion in the United States is, that
the murder of Dr. Parkman was premeditated, and that
the verdict of the jury was in accordance with the facts

of the case.

Jenny Lind arrived at New York on the 1st inst., and
was received with the most extravagant demonstrations
of enthusiasm. On the following day, it is stated, 800
American ladies paid their respects to her. The day for

commencing her concerts had not been fixed.

There are accounts from San Francisco to the 1st of

Augxist. Emigration to California is still on the increase ;

hundreds were daily flocking to the diggings by way of

Panama and across the plains from the southern states

of America. The rivers during the winter months being
so high have prevented many adventurers from working
to any advantage. At the beginning of the dry season,
in May, dams were commenced across the different

rivers, with the intention to turn them completely from
their course, but the dams as soon as formed were washed

away. It is in the beds and on the banks of rivers that

most gold has hitherto been found. The mode of api)ro-

priating land is a curious one, each person being allowed

on arrival to stake off' ten paces of ground till the whole
river or ravine is taken up. At Dew Creek, emptying
into the Yuba river, gold has been found in the higliest

mountains to an enonnous extent
;
after digging some

80 or 90 feet, a vein of gold was struck yielding from six

to eight ounces per man per day, and with every prospect
of its continuing. One man sold his claim (ten ])aces)

for 20,000 dollars. The mountains near the Sierra

Nevada also proved very rich, two men having averaged
7 lb. a dav for several days.
The intended road across the Isthmus of Panama from
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Navy Bay had been commenced by the American Com-

pany, hundreds of labourers ha\-ing arrived there from^

Carthagena and the surrounding countrj'.
There are aeeoimts from San Jose, the capital of the

South American State of Costa Rica, of the 11th of June.

General Don J. M. Castro, the founder of this republic,
had resigned his presidency and embarked for Europe,
in order to study the institutions of the Old World, and
to promote the welfere of his country by laying open its

resources to commercial and agricultural enterprise.
The President's administration appears to have been
wise aiid liberal. He has introduced ample religious
toleration ; the right to all foreigners of being natural-

ised
;
and the total abolition of slavci-y and the slave-

trade. Under his administration treaties of amity and
commerce have been concluded with Great Britain and
other powers. I'ne state of Costa Rica is situate west of

Panama, on the great barrier dividing the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans. It contains from 2500 to 3000 square

leagues. It is bounded on the N.E. by the Atlantic, on
the S.E. by tiie Pacific. The population is above 100,000.
The commerce of this eounti-y is cliiefly carried on with
Great Britain in British bottoms. During the years
1848-9 the arrivals at Punta Arenas amounted to seventy
ships, with a total of 7188 tons of merchandise. The
development of commerce is at present paralysed by the

long and expensive voyage round Cape Horn, as many
of the productions of Costa Rica fitting for the markets
of Europe, cannot bear the heavy charges on exporta-
tion by that route. The exportation in 1848 amounted
to 150,000 quintals of coffee, 10,000 hides, a considerable

quantity of mother-o'-pearl, sarsaparilla and dye-wood,
and a small lot of pearls from Golfo Dulcc and Nicoya.
The state of Nicaragua is wholly supplied with tobacco
from Costa Rica

; tortoise-shell is also exported in consi-

derable quantities. The ann\ial value 6f importations
amounts to 1,000,000 of dollars, including 200,000 dollars

from Nicaragua. Some gold mines are now being
woi'ked, and.thcre ai-e many others of copper exceedingly
rich, of coal, nickel, zinc, iron, and lead mixed n-ith

silver, but they are neglected for want of capital.
Traffic is at present carried on by the Port of Punta
Arenas, on the Pacific Ocean, to which port a good
carriage-road has been completed fi-om the capital, a

distance of seventy-two miles. Obstacles which would
have deteiTed a less patriotic administi'ation from the

undertaking were surmounted by President Castro in

the construction of this road. Forests, and mountains

attaining an elevation of 4500 feet, were cut through ;

deep ravines and impetuous torrents were overcome;
and five excellent stone bridges thrown across the route,
at an expense of 150,000 dollars.

NIEEATIYE 01 LITERATUEE, SCIENCE, AND ART.
4

THE names of the Commissioners for inquiring into the state, discipline, studies, aild'rdVenuGs, ofthe Univer-

sities and Colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, have proved a guarantee for the earnestness and good faith of

the promoters of the inquiry. No friend to the real interests of either Univei-sity need have any fear of

committing them to the decision of such men as Sir John Herschell and Doctor Peacock ; or as Doctor Jeune,

Mr. Liddell, and Mr. Sacheverell Johnson ; or as Professors Powell and Sedgwick. The effect is already felt,

and the howl of resistance sensibly diminished. Sedatives of a satisfactory kind have also been applied to

another as bitterly agitated question, and the reading-room of the British Museum is now ehrichcd vntli a

manuscript catalogue bringing up the arreai-s of books to the latest practicable date, in a himdred and fifty-

three manuscript volumes. This, to which a duplicate copy is added, is in addition to other catalogues,

printed and in manliScript, ah-eady existing ; and is further re-inforced by a catalOgvie of the munificent

bequest of the Grenville library, hitherto closed to the public by the absence of that accommodation. Thus

has been wisely substituted for a matter of very just complaint what must be termed even a source of ntitional

pride, for it may be doubted if facilities of access equal to these exist in any other great library in Em-ope. A
thii-d subject connected -ndtli literature of considerable present interest is that of the possibility of securing

any English copyi'ight in a book written by a citizen of America, or any other alien. The ciuestion is again to

be brought before a court of law ; but if the issue be taken largely on the coustraetiou of the Act of Anne,

and not oh any such incidental point as the claim of a particulai- author to the rights of English citizenship,

there can hardly be a doubt but that the latest and most authoritative decision, pronovmced two yeai-s ago
m the Court of Exchequer, will be finally affinned. There can be no assignment of a thing that ha^ no

existence ; copyi-ight has noW ho existence in England, except vmder the Act of Anne ; and no one who has

carefvdly read that statute can have failed to ariive at the cohclusion that its operatioh is strictly and

exclusively limited to English authors.

The month just passed has maintained its reputation
as the dullest of the hterary year. Hardly a book worth

naming has been published in it. A second series of Mr.
Jesse's gossiping anecdotes oiLondon and its Celebrities

;

two re-publications from America, one a book called

Berber (a romance of which a parcel of Barbary corsairs

are the heroes, not at all worthy of the happy extrava-

gance of the author oi Kaloolah), and the other a diary
of Rural Hours, by the daughter of Mr. Fenimore

Cooper, in which the scenery and social characteristics

of a village in a New York county are rather nicely hit

off
; a translation from the German of somewhat sitnilar

Pictures ofRziral Life in Atistria and Hungary, yviih a
mixture of rich scenery and romantic incident that
reminds one now and then of Mrs. Radcliffe

;
a capital

tract on the Mosaic Sabbath, in which the good sense

as well as leai'ning ofthe subject is exhausted
;
and some

few volimies on subjects ofmedical treatment, interesting

only to practitioners in medicine
;
are the sole publica-

tions of the month of which any mention falls strictly
within the purpose or intention of this record. Already,
however, notes of preparation promise a busy autumn,
both east ahd west of Temple Bar ; and the present

dearth wiU doubtless make nes^t month's harvest all the
more abundant.

The Gazette of Tuesday the 3rd inst. contains the
hsts of the separate commissions appointed by Her
Majesty to inquire into the state, discipline, studies, and
revenues, of the two Universities of Oxford and Cam-
bridge. For the Oxford Commission—The Right Rev.
Lord Bishop of Norwich ; the Verv Rev. Archibald

Campbell Tiiit, D.C.L., Dean of Carlisle; the Rev.
Francis Jeune, D.C.L., Master of Pembroke College, in

the University of Oxford
; the Rev. Hcnrj^ George Lid-

dell, M.A., Head Mastea- of St. Petel-'s College, West-

minster; John Lucius Dampier, Esq., M.A., Vice-
Warden of the Stannaries of Cornwall ;

the Rev. Baden
Powell, M.A., Savilhan Professor of Geometry in the

University of Oxfoid
;
and the Rev. George Henry

Sacheverell Johnson, M.A., of Queen's College, in the

University of Oxford. For the Cambridge Commission—
The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Chester

;
the Very

Rev. George Peacock, D.D,, Dean of Ely ; Sir John
Frederick William Herschell, Bart. ;

Sir John RomiUy,
Knight, her Majesty's Attorney-General ;

and the Rev.
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Adam Sedgwick, M.A., Woodwarclian Professor of

Geology in the University of Cambridge.

The Society of Arts has issued a notice, intimating
that, as the E.\hibition of the Works of Industry of all

Nations in 1851 has rendered it sujjerfuous for the

Society to pursue its ordinary course by the offer of its

usual pi'izes, the Council arc of opinion that it will be
most useful for them to encourage the production of

philosophical treatises on the various departments of the

Exhibition, which shall set forth the peculiar advan-

tages to be derived from each to the arts, manufactures,
and commerce of the country. They, therefore, offer

the Society's large medal and '251. for the best, and the

small medal and 10/. for the second best, several trea-

tises on the objects exhibited in the section of raw
materials and produce, the section of machinery, the

section of manufactures, and the section of the fine arts.

Each treatise must occujjy, and not exceed, 80 pages of

the size of the Bridgewater Treatises, and must be
delivered on or before the 30th of June, 1851. The
Society wiU also award its large medal and 25 guineas
for the best general treatise upon the Exhibition, treated

commercially, politically, and statistically ;
and small

medals for the best treatises on any special objects or

class of objects exhibited. The treatises for wliich re-

wards are given are to be the property of the Society ;

and if deemed suitable for publication, should the council
see fit, they will cause the same to be printed and pub-
lished, and will award to the author the net amount of

any profits which may arise from the publication after

the paj'ment of the expenses.

The Gloucester Musical Festival vras held on the 10th,

11th, 12th, and 13th, instant. The performances were
on a great scale, but destitute of any novel feature. The
collections for the charity amounted to 864/. 6s. 6d.,

being 100/. more than was received at the last Gloucester
Festival.

The Eisteddfod, or congress Of Welsh bards and

minstrels, was held at Rhuddlan on the 24th, 25th, 26th,
and 27th. It was got up with great splendour, and
attended by a large assemblage ofthe nobility and gentry
of the principality.

The Submarine Electric Telegraph between the

English and French coasts, was successfully laid down
on the 28th of August. The points chosen were Shaks-

peare's Cliff at Dover and the opposite chalk headland
of Cape Grisnez on the French coast midway between
Calais and Boulogne. The operations were conducted
from the Goliah steamboat. Between the paddle-wheels
in the centre ofthe vessel, was a gigantic drum or wheel,
nearly fifteen feet long and seven feet in diameter, weigh-
ing seven tons, and fixed on a strong framework. Upon
it was coiled up in close convolutions about thirty miles
of telegraphic wire, encased in a covering ofgutta percha.
The connexion of the thu'ty miles of wire enclosed in

gutta percha was made good to three hundred yards of
the same wire enclosed in a leaden tube, to protect it

from being chafed by the shingle on the beach and in

the shallow water. The Goliah then steamed forward
at the rate of about three or /our miles an hour, in a
direct line to Cape Grisnez. The great drum was put
in corresponding motion, and from it the wire was paid
off over a roller at the stern of the vessel. At every two-
huudred-and-twentieth yard (one-sixteenth of a mile),
the square leaden clumps, weighing some twenty pounds,
were rivetted to the wire to sink it well to the bottom,
and to assist in embedding it in the submarine soil.

The depth of the water varies between one hundred and
one hundred and eighty feet ; but at certain points there
are ridges and valleys which made the sinking of the
wiie one of careful management. Between two of these

ridges, well known to sailors, and called by the French
the Colbart and the Varne, is a steep valley surrounded

by shifting sands, many miles in length, parallel to the
shores

;
and in these sands, as with the voracious Good-

wins, ships encounter danger from losing their anchors,

and fishermen lose their nets. The wire was success-

fully plunged to the bottom, however, safe equally from
ships' anchors, sailors' nets, or monsters of the deep.
The remainder of the route was safely and slowly tra-

versed, and the Goliah reached the French coast about
eight o'clock in the evening. In half-an-hour the wire
had been can-ied ashore and run up the face of the cliff,
and messages had been carried from end to end of the
wire. A few days afterwards it was discovered that the
wire had been cut asunder among the rocks at Cape
Grisnez, the leaden tube in which it was enclosed having
been too soft to protect it from injui-y. The communi-
cation between the coasts has been consequently suspen-
ded till means of greater security are adopted.
The operation of Tkroiviny down a portion of the

Cliff nnax Seaford by an explosion of gunpowder, was
successfully performed on the 19th. Its object was to

project a part of the cliff, above 200 feet high, upon the

beach, so as to constitute a groin for the protection of
vessels. Several immense charges, containing many
thousand pounds of powder, were deposited under the
cliffs, and ignited by voltaic batteries. There was nb
very loud report ;

the rxmibling noise was probably not
heard a mile off, and was perhaps caused by the spHtting
of the cliii' and fall of the fragments. There seemed to
be no smoke, but there was a tremendous shower of
dust. Those who were in boats a little way out felt a

slight shock. It was much stronger on the top of the
cliff. Persons standing there felt staggered by the

shaking of the ground, and one of the batteries was
thi'own down by it. In Seaford, too, three quarters of
a mile off, glasses upon the table were shaken, and one

chimney fell. At Newhaven, a distance of three miles,
the shock was sensibly felt. The effect of the explosioh
was stupendous. The chalky cliff cracked along a

frontage of more than a hundred feet
;
and then the

whole mass ofthe precipice seemed to crumble into pieces
and fall into the sea. The dislodged mass formed a
bank about three hundred feet broad and nearly three
hundred long towards the sea, and about a hundred feet

high.
The government have completed the purchase of aU

the ground and property requisite for the constmction
of the New Harbour of Holyhead ; and the whole of the
works will now be pushed forward with the utmost ex-

pedition, nearly loOO men being constantly engaged in
the various operations. The engineers are proceeding
rapidly with] the extension of the sea-waUs at the
Northern breakwater, and are also proceeding with the
erection of the stages. Many thousands of cubic feet of
stone are now ready for the commencement and erection
of the immense sea-wall, and fresh supplies are daily
obtained from the lofty heights that overhang the har-

bour, where extensive quarrying o))erations are carried
on. The material thus obtained is thrown down into
the breakwater, in masses from ten to fift)- feet in thick-
ness. The estimated coast of this new harbour, which
will give 316 acres of sea-room, is 700,000/.

Canal Locks have been Sujjerseded by the introduc-
tion of an incUned plane, on which the boats can be
drawn uj) to the proper level by means of a stationary
steam-engine. This new process was put to the test on
the 24th of August, at the Blackhill Locks, on the
Forth andJClyde Canal. The result was most satisfac-

tory ;
three boats having been drawn up in less than five

minutes, while to have made them pass through the
locks would have taken half an hour-.

Mr. Hind, the asti'onomcr, has given an account of
the discovery of a New Flanet, made by liim on the

evening of the 13th. It is in the constellation Pegasus,
and appears like a star of the ninth magnitude, with a

pale bluish light. At 11 h. 29m. 36sec., Greenwich
time, on the 13th, its right ascension was 23 h. 44 m.
45-08 sec, and its North declination 14' 6' 42-9" ; at 8h.
28 m. 24 sec, on the 14th, its right ascen.sion was 23 h.

44 m. 2-56 sec, and its North declination 13° 50' 29-3".

Mr. Hind sajs,
" This new member of the solar system

forms the twelfth of the group of ultra-zodiacal planets,
the third of which I have been fortunate enough to dis-

cover in the course of a rigorous examination of the
heavens." He proposes to name it "Victoria," and
to symbolise it by "a star surmounted by a laurel

branch."
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COMMERCIAL RECORD.

BANKRUPTS.
Frmi the Gazelle of Auffusl 30. Eobickt Barker and Henry

Davey, Bicester, Oxfordshire, drapers.—William Jeffersox,
Hull,painter.—Robert M'DowALL,Worthing, Sussex, draper.—
William Miller and Alexander Miller, Liverpool, and

Bootle,Lancashire,wine merch.ints.—Charles Porter, Booking,

Essex, grocer.
—Virgil James 1'owell, King's Place, Commer-

cial Road East, tobacco manufacturer.—Robert Smith, Liver-

pool, tavern keeper.
—John Snowtball, Gateshead, Durham,

builder.—Samuel Wilson, Wolverhampton, grocer.

September 3. Alfred Cranston, Wimborne Minster Dorset-

shire, cabinet maker.—Stephen Charles Lakeman, St. Mil-

dred's Court, City, commission agent.
—George Norton, Cadford

Saint Mary, Wiltshire, plumber.—James Priestley, Radcliffe,

Lancashire, cotton spinner.

September 6. Thomas Bradley, Eanelagh Road, Pimlico,
lard retiner.—George Friend, Kidderminster, bookseller.—
John Stork, Hull, -wine and spirit merchant.—William

Thomas, Southrop, Gloucestershire, baker.—William Ward,
Liverpool, victualler.

September 10. Joseph Brown, Gravesend, grocer.—Joseph
Charles Byrne, Pall Mall East, and Sun Court, Cornhill,

emigration agent.
—John Dawson, Northfleet, Kent; Mitre-

court Chambers, Temple ;
and Clement's-lane, Lombard-street

City, shipowner.—Richard Gadsden, Boughton Mill, Nor-

thamptonshire, miller.—John Hall, Brighton, victualler.—
Isaac Jessup, Kingsdown, Kent, farmer.—Daniel Radford
and Gad Southall, Gracechurch-street, City, coal merchants.—
Summerland Stanifobd, Plymouth, innkeeper.

September 13. Thomas Booker, 'sen. and Thomas Booker,
jun. Mark-lane, City, merchants.—CharlesCuthbert, Kenning-
ton-cross, corn-dealer.—James Hussey, Poole, linen-draper.—
William Jefferson, Hull, painter.

—George Ketcher, Ash-

eldham, Essex, innkeeper.—James Toovey, Watford, Hert-

fordshire, innkeeper.
—Robert Westley, Greenwich, boot-

maker.

September 17. Jajies Bensley Larke, Norwich, draper.
—

Eltas Marcus, Vincent-street, Limehouse, and Stepney, builder.
—John Savtll, St. Neot's, Huntingdonshire, draper.

—Edward
Palfrey Simmonds, Highgate, Warwickshire, commercial tra-

veller.—Abraham Solomons, Basinghall-street, City, merchant.
—Joseph Turner, Eastbourne, Sussex, grocer.

September 20. James Atkinson, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, vic-

tualler.—James Bennett, Hayhill, Berkeley-square, builder.—
Henry Ward Farreb, Old Fish-street, City, wine-merchant.—
Samuel France, Bradford, Yorkshire, grocer.

—Ben.jamin Hop-
KINSON Bates, Liverpool, merchant.—William Huntley, Hart-

street, Covent-garden, licensed victualler.—Richard W'ilson
Jewison and Edward Atkinson, Charlotte-terrace, New Cut,
Lambeth, linendrapers.

—William Pike, Reading, Berkshire,
tobacconist.—Feederic Vines and Thomas Kitelee, Greenwich,
millers.—George Walker, Philpot-lane, City, merchant.

September 24. Mary Bakewell, Manchester, size manufac-
turer.—Richard Battersby and James Telford, Liverpool,
iron-founders.—John Jowett and Thomas Jowett, Coventry,
grocers.

—William Lupton Lowe, Salford, Lancashire, vic-

tualler.— Charles Richmond Pottinger, I Hardwick-place,
Commercial-road east, wine and spirit merchant.—William
Richards, Devonport, printer.

—Joseph Seelie, Freeschool-

street, Horsleydown, rectifier.—James Taylor, Rochdale, cotton

spinner.

BANKRUPTCIES ANNULLED.

Sept. 10.—Henry Ashbee, Kingscote, Gloucestershire, inn-

keeper.

Sept. 20.—William Ash, Henry-street, Hampstead-road,
plumber.

THE STOCK AND SHARE MARKETS.
Citi/, Sept. 27.

Duringtheearly partof the month the business in the English
Stock Market was moderately active, but for the last fortnight

vei"y little has been done either for speculation or investment,
and prices have remained almost stationary. Our last review
left Consols at96| to J, from which price there was little variation

till the 8th inst., when they became rather weaker, and declined

to 96. Since then the market has been steadier, and the price
is quoted this day 96A to J. The transfer books of the Reduced
3 per Cents, and the 3J per Cents, and two orthree other stocks,
are shut for the dividend : they will re-open on the 18th Oc*-.

In the Railway Share Market this has been a month of great
excitement and fluctuation. Extensive purchases have been
made and the prices of nearly all the chief stocks have ex-

perienced a very considerable rise, which, notwithstanding a

t3mporary re-action, is well maintained
;
the tone of the market

to-day being firm, and prices still lookin.i; up.

STOCKS.
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THE TMEE KINGDOMS.—^—
'PHE incidents of the past month are fraught with warning to writere of history. There has heen so
-*-

alai'ming a succession of events at once strange and humiliating, and the recurrence of crime and disaster

has been so revolting and incessant, that, to a statist who should merely aim at effect in the portraiture of a

period, and think it fair to seize any fact, however extreme or exceptional, wherewith to form general
conclusions, we might seem to have suddenly retrograded from Queen Victoria, Lord John Russell, and
Doctor Sumner, to Dick Turpin, Jerry Abershaw, and the Pope. Were it possible to imagine M. Ledru Rollin,
for example, inspired for the occasion by a regard to the rights of conscience and property, one might fancy
him describing, for a second edition of his Decadence de VAnyleterre, the condition of English society, and its

results during October 1850, somewhat ia the following strain.

"
It became at this period perfectly evident that the restraints of order and law, as well as the obligations

of conscience, had lost their power over the ill-disposed. With in-epressible and insolent defiance Robbery
and Murder stalked through the land. Houses were entered in the metropolis at mid-day, their inmates left

halfstrangled, and property of singular value carried off without hindrance. Men were waylaid in the public

thoroughfares, sti-uck into insensibility, and plundered of all they possessed. Jewellers' shops were stripped
in the Strand. In broad day, in Adam Street, Adelphi, a government messenger was stopped and rifled.

Highway robbery was committed in St. Paul's chui-chyard. Infernal machines were delivered by hand
in Bermondsey. Houses were entered in the Regent's Pai'k, and only saved from plmider bj' the timely
and gallant resistance of the men and women servants. The counties in closest vicinity with the metropolis
were over-run with thieves of the most daring kind. County magistrates went to bed vnt\i six-barrelled

revolving pistols under their pillows. Bagshot was once more a solitude ; and grass grew again on the old

Bath road, as in the days wheu it made smooth trotting for the hoofs of highwaymen's horses.
" All the incidents just mentioned, and all those to be now narrated, occurred \vithin the brief space of

three weeks of the distressing period referred to. In the parsonage house of Frimley, a small village within
half an hour's ride of the metropolis, a venei-able clergyman was murdered in his bed by bm-glars detected at

then- midnight practices. In the same county eighteen houses had been similarly entered and robbed, and
their inmates treated with violence, in less than the same number of preceding weeks

;
and in the

neighbouring county of West Kent, ten parsonages had been plundered in less than the same number of

preceding months. But the fate of the rector of Frimley seemed suddenly to let loose, simultaneously, over
all the counties of England, a spirit of outrage without parallel for concentration and intensity. The Times
devoted column after column to burglaries in the provinces. Durham and Devonshire, Lancashire and
Bedford, Bucks and Staffordshh-e, figured in a single Hst seiwed up at a morning's breakfast-table. The objects
of ruffianly attack embi-aced prizes as various as the government mail-carts and the meanest huckster's shops ;

and so flushed were the rogues with their daring success, that they even broke into the Governor's house

in_the gaol at Worcestei', and carried off the plate under the very noses of warders and turnkeys. Nothing
was too high, and nothing too low, for the designs of this desperate banditti; nor could their cruelty,
when unresisted, be equalled but by their cowardice when resolutely met. A girl of fourteen, armed with
a brace of pistols, put some half dozen thieves to flight at Abbotskerswell, in Devon ;

' don't ! for God's

sake, don't shoot me !

'

was the supplication of a cringing tliief to the butler in the Regent's Park, to which
that gallant domestic responded by 'firing at his head;' a youth at Northampton sprang from bed in his

shirt upon a burglar armed to the teeth, and pinned him to the earth till assistance came ; and one spirited
old maid proved too much for a couple of tall ruffians at Swmdon in Gloucestershire. But these cases

were unhappily rare ; for the destruction of Ufe at this lamentable period seemed to have been sought quite
as eagerly as the abstraction of property.

" In Birmuigham a gold and silver beater was struck and maimed with murderous weapons until supposed
to be dead. At Bath the landlord of a tavern, and his wife, were 'murderously mutilated with a razor. At
another hotel in Kendal, an aged dissenting minister was horribly wounded and half suffocated in his bed.

A labouring man in Oxfordshire savagely murdered his wife. At a farmer's house in Laugharne two murders
were committed within a few days of each other. In another part of South Wales an elderly lady was

poisoned for the chance of an inheritance. At a small town in Lincolnshire a ferocious old drunkard, of

seventy-three, stabbed to death a youth who would have prevented his murdering his aged partner. At
Haverfordwest an old woman was found murdered in a ditch. A murdered infant was picked up in one of

the most populous of the London squares ; and, in Essex, a poor seduced girl and her unborn infant were merci-

lessly strangled.
• He has fair hair,' said the reporter of the leading journal of England, describing the

seducer and supposed murderer, in the last-mentioned case, 'a brilliant florid complexion, small delicate features,

regular in their contour, and a general cast of countenance very expressive of mildness and rustic innocence !

'

Such was the fashion at this deplorable juncture of speaking of persons charged with the most detestable

crimes.
"
It cannot of course be thought surprising that the whereabouts of the Police should have become matter
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of anxious question, wliile unchecked and uninhibited violence thus raged throughout the kingdom. The
cost of guardianship being not less than 17,000Z. a year in the county of all others the least effectually

guarded, such a question became extremely natm-al ; but, alas ! the discovery was soon made, that the paid
conservators of order and decency, at this distressing period, had not been able to escape its general demo-
ralisation. Concurrently with the acts just recorded, a series of acts of criminal outrage upon the public

peace were proved against its very custodians themselves. While the unhappy goldbeater of Birmingham
was under the furious bludgeons of his assailants, two '

experienced oflSeers,' a sub-inspector and a sergeant,
were proved to have stood -(^thin sight and hearing of the outrage, and, in reply to entreaties from the

daughter of the victim, to have refused interference with what might be merely, for what they knew, an act

of highly proper chastisement ! In the same week, in the centre of English civilisation, three very gross and
wicked offences were proved against members of the metropolitan force

;
and one of its superior officers

was charged with manslaughter by a coroner's jury, for having beaten and maltreated to death an industrious

inoffensive artisan. But the general disorganisation of society exhibited appearances even more alarming. It

was not simply to the lower servants of the law, but to its highest administrators, even to its makere and

judges, that the scandal of this unhappy time extended. An Ex-Lord-High-Chancellor of England was fined

for unlawful practices with fishing-nets ; and a Nobleman in the most exalted rank of the peerage assaulted,

without pirovocation, two wayfaring young collegians whom he encoimtcred by chance (and without his

trowsers) in what the law of the land had declared to be a public pathway, but which he insanely imagined
he had as much right to shut up, as to lock up his own nether garments.

"
Nay, not even here did the marks of universal degradation cease, ^^'^lat had heretofore been considered

the most stubborn bulwark of English independence was now discovered to have been equally undermined.

A hope prevailed that the daring spirit of burglary would have found some check in the difficulty of dis-

posing of the property and plate which were its spoUs ;
but a man of the highest respectability in the City,

a bullion broker of forty years' standing in Barbican, a man who had amassed enormous wealth without

forfeiting the respect of his fellow citizens, was suddenly discovered in close correspondence with gangs
of provincial burglars, who had thus found safe and unsuspected market for their villainous trade. Nor were

encouragements to misdoing in any degi-ee less wanting, either from those who administered what was called

justice, or from those in whose behalf it was administered. Wliile magistrates failed properly to discriminate the

grades of guilt in criminals, society as little perceived the danger of misplaced sympathy with crime itself.

Charitable people with money to bestow, lavished it on those who had yielded to temptation and made poverty
the excuse for theft; whUe the patient and long suffering class whom temptation had found firm, were left to

perish on all sides around them. In Staffordshire a labouring man was as heavily punished for setting snares,

and beating with a dog, as one of the highway tramps for an act of thieving, as well as beating of a very
different order

; and, by a bench of Squire Westenis in Westmoreland, the value of a dissenting minister's life

seemed to be judged pretty nearly on a par with the worth of a brass pan.
" In short, but for the unquestionable authenticity of the records preserved of this extraordinary crisis in

the British history, the relation of it would be utterly incredible. Whether the scene be the heart of the

metropolitan city, or the wilds of an Ii-ish county, the inquirer is shocked and disgusted alike by the same
absence of all the signs or fruits of civilisation. Children and grown men were dying of absolute stai-vation

in the public roads of the County of Clare, at the vei-y time when crossing-sweepers of Baker Street were

leaving large fortunes behind them. St. Luke's in England was filled with people capable of the most rational

enjoyments, whose innocent and pleasant recreations the journals duly chronicled ;
while a parcel of hot-

headed Presbyterians and hair-brained Roman Catholics were left free to agitate Ireland for the restora-

tion of her prosperous days, by bawling for the annihilation of every holder of property. The art of

Mutuality, or the Means of Trading Without Capital, was at the same time regularly taught in both countries

by societies invented for the express purj^ose of plunder ; and four City of London firms with very sounding
titles appear to have carried on the invention with moderate success in ' a single apartment in a sort of

public house
'

in St. Martin's Court. All over the counties of England, concurrently with these events, arose

the flames of incendiai-y fires ; and even claims the most monstrous were set up to a sort of vested interest

in the pi-ofits of calamity. A band of fishermen on the Norfolk coast asserted their right to a beneficial

tithe of every wreck upon their shore, by going off in their boats like so many savages of the Pacific, and

committing desperate assault on a steamer hired by the owners of the wreck for its rescue. Other as intem-

perate T\Tetches drank themselves to death from the spoils of a shipwreck washed on the coast of Liverpool ;

and at the same wreck, on that same full-frequented hospitable coast, even the gallantest, best paid, and
till then most unfailing sei-vice of humanity was abandoned, and hapless creatures clinging to the sinking
shrouds saw their last hope perish within sight of its fulfilment, by the cowardly retreat of the Livei-pool
life-boat before an ordinarily-tempestuous sea. Even to seamen of the higher rank the panic of the time

extended
; and the commander of a steamer in the English channel, after running his ship on its most

foi-midable reef of rocks with a sacrifice of eleven lives, in a calm sunny day, was the first to desert the ship
he had imperilled for the supposed shelter of a boat, which he swamped by suddenly leaping into it in search

of despicable safety.
"Do these read like the records of a civilised land ? Tet not even here arc we permitted to close our re-

iteration of barbarous events in the same single month of the eighteen hundred and fiftieth year of the Christian

dispensation. In this so-called Christian period, a man in a fair way of trade had to answer the indictment

of his parish for refusing to support his aged mother ; and a lodging-house keeper in Kent Street did not

hesitate to dispossess himself of a half-dying tenant, in arrear of rent, by dragging him naked out of his sick

bed, bastinadoing him down the stairs with a heavy bludgeon, and thrusting him without covering into the

public streets, bleeding and insensible. ' Gruel indeed I what next 1
'

asked the wife of a master-tailor in

Whitechapel who was working and starving his apprentice to death, when the lad drooped at length under
his labour of near eighteen hours a day, and required other nom-ishment than ' tea and drippmg.' Then, of

course, very speedily, the What next ? came, and the poor creature welcomed it with the affecting cry of
' Oh ! God has heard my prayer !

' Even children from six to ten years had caught the infection of hardness
and guilt, and were as resolute and insolent in the docks of the police com-ts as the most veteran offenders.

Nor this alone with children bred to neglect and shame. Thirty-throe boys, well born and carefully nurtured,
had to be suddenly removed from one of the most impoi-tant schools of discipline in the kingdom, with
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their cliaractei-s indelibly blackened. The most appalling stories were also told in the police offices, of public
lodging-houses crammed with both sexes in streets behind one of the greatest London thoroughfares, where
ninety creatui'es were wont to pass the night in a house without proper accommodation for nine, and where
the rooms overflowed with night-soil. Nor. as if to prove even such horrors capable of aggravation, was
there wanting the contrast of scandalous waste beside these pictures of destitute misery. Two or three days
after refusing to let a vote be passed for occasional loan of a book from the city library to a studiously-inclined
member of corporation, the common councillors of the city of London voted five hundred and twenty-seven
thousand pounds for the continued support of the abominations of a cattle market in the heart of their

crowded streets !

" What, meanwhile, was the spu-itual condition of the country thus overburdened with folly and c-rime 1 We
may" obtain, perhaps, some appixjximative notion of it by taking the prison commitments of an important
county for the twelve months immediately preceding. They exhibit eight hundred and thirty souls made
am-enable during that time to such laws as prevailed. One-third of these had never attended a place of any
kind in which a form of divine worship of any description prevailed. Neai'ly one-half had never learned to
read. Seven hundred and fifty forlorn wretches among the number were found able to repeat the Lord's

Prayer, but neai-ly four hundred of them possessed not the slightest notion of its meaning. Six hundred and
twenty-two could repeat the Apostles" Creed, but of these more than one-sixth had no knowledge of the nature,
the works, or even the name of Christ. No one, at the same time, could feel the least surprise at this, who knew
how the spiritual teachers of the day passed their time, and the subjects in which alone they took interest.

They had long abandoned every effort to enlighten the rational beUcfs or inculcate the practical duties, for eager
discussion of such questions as whether sermons should be delivered in a surplice, or candles lighted at the
communion-table ; and at what period of the lite of baptism the babe was saved fi-om sin's eternal penalties ;

and whether Church could act independently of State, and if State had power to sit in judgment on Church ?

And while the gai-rison thus quan-elled and disputed, lo ! the enemj' were thundering at the gates.
" The state of England in the nineteenth centuiy had retrograded, in a word, to that of Britain at the close

of the sixth centuiy. Of the latter period the chroniclers record that the clei'gy seldom troubled themselves
much with preaching the faith either to the ignorant Britozis or the heathen Saxons, whereupon Pope Gregory
the Great was mov«d by divine inspiration to undertake the conversion of the island by sending over more
worthy preachers ; and over there came accordingly a monk, subsequently bishop and archbishop, and invested
with pleuarj- power over twelve other bishoprics, into which this kingdom was then and there divided by order
of his Holiness. After a lapse of twelve centuries and a half, exactly the same thing now occurred ; but,

unhappily for this ofibnding and miserable people, what in its origin was an effort of retrieval, in its renewal was
but the penalty of sin. The intervening centuries counted backward, to depth after depth of degradation ; and
in more than equal proportion to the blessings of Christianity which Gregory the Great diffused by a movement
of divine inspiration, were the scandals of Popery which Pius the Little inflicted by means of Doctor Nicolas
Wiseman. No sooner had the new Cai'dinal Archbishop anived within the precincts of his Ai-chiepiscopal
diocese, than a compact band of infuriated Westminster doctors of the faith about to be displaced, includmg
one archdeacon, five canons, and an infinite number of rectors, vicai'S, eubdeans, precentors, minor canons,

professors of divinity, incumbents, and curates, rose en masse under the leadership of the Reverend WUliam
SeweU, and "

Cetera, desimt.

So might the history of our time be written, with not a word of falsehood in the facts, and with not a word
of truth in the inferences. For let the reader take breath, and continue of good heaa-t. The final sentence

against Old England still waits to be j^ronounced. We have not yet become the serfs of an Italian priest,
nor yet are we obliged to beg our daily bread from the barbai'ous Russian. The cheerful arithmetic of our
Household Words Lord Granby rejects as distasteful ; but to deplore and bemoan a system which is fast

ruining the countiy solely by relieving its pressure of taxation, is an innocent comfort which no one need

grudge to that extremely self-sufficient young nobleman. Even Lord Stanley begins to have hopes of us ;

and to admit that '' the agricultural interest" and " the good of the community
"
may be sepai-able things. It

is true that certain elderly authorities which warn us of a plague as the firet fruit of next year's Exliibition,
also tell us that Frec'.Trade is responsible for all the murders and bm-glaiics. But, on the other hand, the

worthy Mr. Recorder Hill discovers an origin for them less far a-field, and has set a number of iateUigent
svinters on an eager discussion of their remedy.
Thus already evil turns to good ; and it ^vUl be safe to predict that, of the crime whose alarming frequency

during the past month stmck every one with so much terror, what remains a few months hence will be but the
wholesome example of its detection and punishment. For it is not that siich depravity in far greater excess has
not heretofore existed, but that it has never been seen instich startling contrast to the amendment and better

progi-ess of all things else—never tracked with so much vigom*, never laid bare with such terrible distinctness.

Not to leave undone btit to keep luikuown, has boon of burglars in past days, as of the Venetian ladies in

lago's time, the best virtue ; but it is a virtue which cannot oo-exist yni\\. time and honest Civilisation. Her
office is the painful but essential one of compromising no impleasant reality in favour of a less unpleasant
seeming. It is the uecessaiy purification of the Woolwich Academy, which makes its pi-esent shame be
seen ; as it is from the vigilant watchfulness of men no longer toleiuut of the least abuse of authority, that the

exceptional defects of our system of Police are no longer able to conceal themselves. And infinitely

greater and more beneficent are the duties and labours of Civilisation which still wait to be dis-

charged. She has to attend to the neglected and remember the forgotten. She has to direct misplaced
sympathy into better channels. She has to connect the enjoyments of wealth and success with the higher
sources of content and rirtue. In one sense it may be no extravagant chai'ge to attribute to the more rapid
means of accumulating wealth increased temptations and facilities for ciime. LTpon iuteUectual cultivation

depends the worth of material prosperity ; and this before every other is the consideration which should

occupy the thoughts of all men at present Religion must be made a pi-actioal and intelhgible truth ; the

poor must be taught as wcU as fed ; and to a sound sj'stcm of Universiil Education we must look for our

only effective antidote to crime and bigotiy. We require no other weapon against the Pope and his Cardinal

Archbishop, but most assui'edly this weapon will be needed.

I 2
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NARRATIVE OF POLITICS.

A DEPUTATION from the Ulster Tenant Right Provincial

Committee waited on Lord Clarendon during his late

visit to Belfast, for the purpose of presenting an address.

His Lordship declined to receive the deputation, on the

ground of his engagements, hut a copy of the address

was transmitted to him
;
and the following reply, dated

the 18th of September, was sent by his private secretary :

—"
Gentlemen,—I am directed by the Lord-Lieutenant

to thank you foryour address, congratulatinghim upon his

visit to the north, and expressing your dutiful attachment
to Her Majesty. His Excellency observed with extreme
satisfaction the agricultural and manufacturing prosperity
that prevailed throughout the district to which you more

particularly called his attention ; but he forbears to

enter into any analysis of the causes which have con-

tributed to this happy state of things, respecting which
a variety of opinions must necessarily exist. His

Excellency considers, also, that it would be improper,
on his part, in replying to your address, to discuss the

relations that should subsist between landord and tenant,
as the question will be brought under the consideration

of parliament next session ; and you may rest assured

that it is the earnest desire of Her Majesty's Government
to promote such an arrangement as may be satisfactory to

all parties concerned. The Lord-Lieutenant is much
gratified at learning that you do not assume the attitude of

complainants against any class ofour fellow subjects, as he
cannot doubt that temperate discussion and a careful absti-

nence on all sides from offence and irritation, will greatly
facilitate the adjustment of this important question.
The agricultural body you represent must be well aware
that landlords and tenants are mutually dependent on
each other ; that their interests are identified, and can
never be separated without reciprocal injury ; but his

Excellency is convinced that in Ireland, as elsewhere,

respect for the rights of property will be found perfectly

compatible with that security and confidence upon
which the profitable investment of capital must depend."
Mr. Nicholas Maher, one ofthe members for Tipperary,

and a large landed proprietor in that county, and the

Hon. Cecil Lawless, member for Clonmel, and son of

Lord Cloncurry, have given in their unconditional

allegiance to the principles of the Tenant League.
The Durham Agricultural Society held its annual

meeting on the 3rd inst. The most remarkable feature

of the proceedings was the speech of the Duke of

Cleveland, a conservative and protectionist, who, on this

occasion, putting aside the usual views of his party,
inculcated the necessity of every sort of exertion on the

part of the farmers; telling them that, by discarding
their antiquated modes of cultivation, they may make
the land bear double the produce now generally raised

from it.

At a meeting of the Bury Agricultural Association
on the 4th, Lord Stanley, the chairman, made a speech
which was remarkable as containing a retractation of

the opinion he had expressed in the House of Peers,
that the recent free trade legislation had altogether

swamped the energies of the farmer, and brought both
him and the landlord to ruin. He now congratulated
his autlience on the spirit of agricultural improvement
and expenditure which he saw around him, and expressed
his confident belief that that spirit, and that expenditure,
would be equally beneficial to landlord and tenant. He
entreated them not to relax in their efforts.

" Let the
zeal

" he said,
" which you have manifested in the first

instance be continued, as I am sure it will. Let the landlord
and the tenant, let the merchant and the agriculturist,

pull together in a joint endeavour after our common
prosperity ; and believe me, that we shall insure, in

spite of all discouragement and difficulty, great and

gratifying success."

A great gathering of the Essex Protectionists took

place on the 9th, the occasion being the annual dinner
of the Saffron Walden Agricultural Association. The
principal speakers were Major Beresford, one of the

county members, and the Rev. Mordaunt Barnard,
rector of Little Bardfield. The rev. gentleman, in

acknowledging the " health of the bishop and clergy,"
said, that at a meeting which had been recently held in

a neighbouring county, the clergy had been compared
to rooks. The clergy were certainly birds which once
or twice in the year eat some of the corn—he did not
mean to say they eat one-tenth part

—and he was quite
sure the farmers did not grudge them their share. At
all events, he trusted they would not attempt to cut
down those tall and ancestral trees in which the clergy
had built their nests. Both speakers ridiculed the idea
of "high farming," and contended that no kind of

high farming, at the present prices, could save farmers
from ruinous loss, doctrines which seemed to receive the
unanimous assent of the meeting.
The Tenant League held a monster meeting at Navan,

the capital of Meath county, on the 10th. Some fifteen

thousand are said to have been present, chiefly tenant-
farmers. Mr. Columbus Drake, J. P., presided; Mr.
Sharman Crawford, M. P., was the most notable speaker.
Mr. Crawford claimed the League's principle of adjusting
the relations of landlord and tenant by valuation

,
as his

own
; founding its justice on the fact that in Ireland the

relation of landlord and tenant is such as to render

necessary a protection against extortionable bargains
about the land, which is not necessary in bargains about
other matters. Contemning, at his time of life, the

charge of popularity-hunting, he pledged himself to do

everything he could, in Parliament or out of it, to obtain
for the tenants their rights. A letter from Mr. Henry
Grattan, M.P., refused a "pledge to any particular

body of men, or any set of principles they may adopt ;

"

and one from Mr. Corbally, M. P., expressed a belief

that " the proceedings of the Tenant-Right Conference
have materially injured a good and just cause."
The annual aggregate meeting of the Parliamentary

and Financial Reform Association was held on the
14th in the London Tavern. The meeting was crowded.
Sir Joshua Walmsley was in the chair, and the prin-
cipal speakers (besides the chairman) were Mr.
Searle, Mr. W. J. Fox, Mr. Hume, Colonel Thompson,
and Mr. Feargus O'Connor. The leading resolution

(which, with the others, was passed unanimously) was—"
That, on a deliberate review of the proceedings of the

last session of Parliament, this meeting feels called upon
to express its strong dissatisfaction with many of the
votes of public money—votes altogether unwarranted

by the reasons assigned for them, or by the financial

condition of the country ; that, connecting these votes
with the neglect of numbers of petitions from the people
for Parliamentary and other reforms at home

; the dis-

regard of general and just complaints from our fellow-

subjects in the colonies abroad
;

the continuance of

hea^y and oppressive taxation, and the maintenance of

overgrown and unnecessary establishments
;
this meeting

is •

deeply impressed with the necessity for a radical

reform in the Commons' House of Parliament, for the

purpose of giving to the people a constitutional control
over the proceedings of that assembly, and, consequently,
over the taxation and expenditure of the country."
At the Waltham Agricultural Society's Annual

Meeting, on the 19th, there was an excellent Show of
Stock, followed, as usual, by a dinner, at which the

Marquis of Granby presided, supported by a number of

the neighbouring landlords and clergy. Unlike the

speakers at some of the previous meetings this season,
the noble Marquis stoutly maintained the old protec-
tionist doctrines, which, he affirmed, were still held to

their full 'extent by Lord Stanley. Among the other

topics of his speech, was the present cry for financial

reform, which, he held, is a consequence of the distress

caused by free trade. " What is the meaning (he said)
of this crying out from one side of England to the other
for diminishing the expenditure ? What is it but that
the people are now feeling the pressure of taxation much
heavier than they have ever done before ? Dickens, in

a late work, said that in 1815 the taxes of the country
were at the rate of 51. 4s. lOd. for each man, but that
now it is 21. lis. lldi., about one-half. If that be the
case—if taxes are only one-half of what they were then,
how is it that there is this outcry for a reduction of
taxation ? The system which is now being carried on is

ruining the country and destroying her vitality together
with her best interests." He concluded by advising the
farmers to cultivate their land as well as possible, and

by referring to the next general election as the period
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when they might secure representatives of sound prin-
ciples.
From the Revenue Returns to the 15th of Octoher, it

appears tliat the net produce of the revenue for the

year preceding that date, was 48,743,043/. ;
and that for

the year preceding 10th of October 1840, it was
48,272,33.5/. ;

the increase on the year being 470,708/.
For the quarter ending 10th October 18.50, the revenue
was 13,192,458/. ;

for the corrc.'iponding quarter of 1849,
13,610,561/. ;

decrease 418,103/. This decrease is ac-

counted for chiefly by the repeal of the duty on bricks,

which, in the con-esponding quarter of 1849, amounted
to 240,000/. ; and by the diminution of 179,719/. on the

Stamp duties, owing to two causes. Last year the dis-

count previously given on receipt and certain other

stamps was reduced, the reduction taking place on
October 10, 1849. This created a great demand imme-
diately before that date. On the other hand, the new
Stamps act, reducing the duties, has come into operation
this month, and the public have very generally put off

to the new quarter the purchase of stamps for legal
documents.
A return to Parliament just issued contains a list of

Sinecure Benefices in England and Wales, with the
name of the patron and incumbent, and the annual
value and population of each. It appears that there
are fifty-seven sinecure benefices, of which eighteen are

in the diocese of Norwich. The annual value of these
benefices ranges from 10/. to 1125/. In some of the

places there are no churches, and in others the churches
are in a dilapidated state. The population in some of

the sinecure benefices exceeds one thousand souls.

The Sales of Encumbered Estates were resumed at

Dublin on the 22nd
;
on which day seven estates were

sold, of the aggregate value of 50,000/.
The Committee of Prelates appointed by the Synod of

Thurles to carry into execution the project of establish-

ing a Catholic University in Ireland, on the model of

the Catholic University at Louvain, have resolved that

regular monthly collections, on the plan of that for the

propagation of the faith, be made throughout the king-
dom by local committees, of which the parochial clergy
are to be cx-officio members. They have published a

long address to the Catholics of Ireland, insisting on the

grave evils to faith and morals of separating religion from
secular education, and calling loudly for support to their

projected establishment.

Mr. Herbert Watkin Williams Wynn has been elected

member for Montgomeryshire, in the room of his uncle,
the late Mr. Charles Watkin Williams Wynn.
On the 4th, Mr. Loftus Wigram was elected member

for the University of Cambridge without opposition, Mr.

Cowling having previously withdrawn from the contest.

Mr. Booker, a protectionist, has been elected member
for the County of Hereford, in the room of the late Mr.

Bailey.

NARRATIVE OF LAW AND CRIME.

Mr. Cureton, of the British Museum, was Robbed and

nearly Murdered in an extraordinary manner on the

20th ult. Mr. Cureton lodges on the second floor of a

house in Aldersgate Street. In the afternoon three

men, fashionably dressed, inquired for him in the lower

part of the house, and were directed to go up-stairs ;

they did so, and in about a quarter of an hour descended,
and left the place. A few minutes later, a Mrs. Wilson
took some milk for Mr. Cureton's tea, and on entering
his room she found him extended on the floor, insensi-

ble, his face quite black, and blood flowing from a wound
in his forehead. Seven hours elapsed before Mr. Cureton
was restored to consciousness. He then intimated that

he had been robbed. It seems that the three men pre-
tended that they wished to purchase a crown-piece of

William and Mary. Mr. Cureton showed them one.

While two of the gang were inspecting it, the third stood

by the door—probably watching if any one ascended the

stairs. Mr. Cureton turned to ask him to be seated ; at

that instant an instrument was pressed round his throat,

depriving him of all power ;
and he was struck a violent

blow over the right eye which made him fall senseless.

Then, it appears, the villains ransacked the place ;
car-

rying off a watch, a diamond pin, a box of cigars, and
old coins worth from 300/. to 400/. as antiques, but not
so many shillings if melted do^\-n for silver. It is sup-
posed that the vice in jvhich Mr. Cureton's neck was
grasped was formed of two "

life-preservers
"

tied toge-
ther at one end. Fortunately the villains missed the
most valuable articles

; having overlooked a number of

gold coins while sweeping away the silver ones. Two
rewards were offered for their conviction—50/. by
Government and 50/. by Mr. Cureton.—On the 2nd
instant the police produced Henry Denham, a rough-
looking young man, at the Mansion House, and charged
him with having been concerned in the robbery and
outrage. It seems that this person is a thief, and has
been convicted

;
and the police had received information

that he was one of the robbers. Mrs. Wilson, who lives

in the house where Mr. Cureton lodges, and who ad-
mitted the three men on the 20th of September, stated
that she could not swear to the prisoner, but she believed
that he was the last of the three who entered the house.
The noise of the violence and robbery had attracted the
attention of Mrs. Edwards, who lives in the first floor

;

and as Mr. Cureton was usually very quiet, she went to

speak to Mrs. Wilson about the noise, but could not
find her. Mrs. Edwards saw the three ruffians descend
the stairs

; but, unfortunately, did not particularly notice
them. Denham protested his innocence, and said he was
an out-patient at St. Thomas's Hospital at the time of the

robbery. He was remanded and brought up for further ex-

amination on the 9th, when he was again remanded for the

production of additional evidence
;
and the magistrate

directed him to he placed in the infirmary as he com-
plained of illness. While he was being removed, the

magistrate was informed that a gentleman was in court
who had recognised him as one of a gang who made an
attack on him similar to that which had been made on
Mr. Cureton. The prisoner was again placed at the

bar, and a gentleman presented himself in a state of

great agitation. He stated that his name was Thomas
Miller, a colourman in Longacre ;

that about a month
ago an attempt was made to rob him as he was returning
home about midnight ;

he was seized by three or four

men, who caught him round the throat with an instru-

ment like a walking-stick, made of gut or some pliable
substance

;
he felt suffocated, and was thrown with

violence on the kerb-stone, one of his teeth being broken
and his chin severely hurt. Alderman Gibbs : Look at

the prisoner at the bar, and say whether you know
anything about him ? Witness. I have no hesitation in

saying that the prisoner is one of those who attacked
me. I have a recollection of his face from the strong
reflection from' the gas-lamp upon it. My recollection

was so strong that the moment I looked at him at the
bar I was almost ready to sink. The Prisoner. Oh,
Lord ! Oh, Lord ! how wicked ! Alderman Gibbs ; Do
you apprehend that he was the man who put the instru-

ment round your neck ? Witness. I do. Alderman
Gibbs : Did you lose any property ? Witness. No ; my
pockets were tightly buttoned up. I struggled, and
struck one of my assailants, and I think I must have
marked his face with my knuckles. Alderman Gibbs :

How many were at you, to the best of your belief?

Witness. I believe there were three at me, and that

one was on the look out. When I was assaulted, it was
a quarter past twelve o'clock to a moment. The
Prisoner. Oh, it's a cruel thing

—a most cruel thing.
No sooner does one charge fail than another wicked

charge is brought on. Oh, I was not out of my bed at

the time he speaks of. I was seriously ill at the time,
and I can prove it. Witness : 1 wish to see the prisoner
with his hat on his head. The prisoner put on his hat.

Witness (having looked steadfastly at the prisoner). I

cannot alter my opinion as to his identity. The Prisoner:

It was only a few moments ago I had my solicitor here.

Why was not this charge brought forward in his

presence ? Oh, you may as well hang a dog as give
him a bad name. I know nothing at all about these

wicked charges. The prisoner was then removed from

the bar. On the 16th Denham was re-exaniined, and
committed on the charge of assailing Mr. Miller.

A coroner's inquest, held on the 24th of September on

the body of a young man named Stcndon, who was found

dead on board the Lady Sale, a merchant brig, when
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she arrived at the West India Docks, produced some

striking disclosures as to the Sanitary Condition of the

Vessel. It appeared from the eyidence that the deceased

was a hutler, in the service of a gentleman at Gambia,
and that in July last he engaged with the master of the

Lady Sale, to allow him to work his passage to England.
When the vessel left the River Gambia the crew con-

sisted of eleven men, including the master and mate.

The day after her departure it was found impossible to

go below deck, in consequence of the steam and heat

arising from ground cocoa-nuts, and the stench from
imdried mahogany. The crew were, therefore, obliged
to remain on deck day and night, and get their berths

where they could. The effect was, that the whole were
more or less attacked with fever. Six of them, among
whom was the deceased, were unable to work the ship.
The corned beef was also so bad as to be unfit for human
food. The crew remained thus exposed three parts of

the passage. There was no surgeon on board, but eveiy
assistance was afforded by the mate and stewai-d, who
gave the invalids sago, arrowroot, gruel, and jalap.
There were only twenty-four bottles of wine in the

ship's stores, of which but ten were appropriated to the

sick. One seaman died on the passage from exhaustion.

When the vessel reached Cork, five sailors were put
ashore, and placed in the hospital. In ten days they
were thought to be sufficiently recovered to be able to

continue the voyage. In two days after the ship left

Cork they were again taken iU. The deceased soon
became delirious, and frequently got on deck nearly
naked. He was attacked with dysentery, and the fore-

castle, where his berth was, emitted such an effluvium,
that no one would enter it. When the ship had gone
into the West India Dock Basin, he was found dead iu

the forecastle. Had the ship been detained by contrary
winds in the Channel, the mate stated that he had no
doubt but that all the men who were in the hospital at

Cork would have died. The verdict was—" That the
deceased died of an attack of dysentery, and the jury
regret that better accommodation and attention were
not ordered for the deceased on board the ship."
An inquest was held on the 25th and 26th of Septem-

ber, on two of the persons who perished by The tVreck

of the Superb. Joseph Johnson, the engineer, stated

that that the vessel had never passed so near the rocks
before

;
he did not know why they took that course on

the present occasion. When the steamer struck, the

cutter Jupiter was six &r seven miles distant, and she
bore down to tlie aid of the Superb. The passengers
and their luggage were taken on board in a boat, a por-
tion at a time ; and at a later period tlie crew also

quitted the wreck, after saving what they could. Thirty
feet of the stern of the Superb went under water when
she struck. Amy, a sailor, stated that rieming, the

mate, was at the wheel at the time of the disaster. He
told Amy he was going to pass through the rocks, as he
had done several times in the Camilla. Priaulx, the

master, cried out t\vice,
" Port !

" but Fleming took no

heed; Priaulx again shouted "Port!" Fleming then

obeyed, but the vessel struck directly after. MoUet, a

sailor, said he let down the small boat and jumped into

it ; numbers followed
;
the phigs were out and it tilled.

It was imprudent to attempt the passage through the
rocks. " We were in the habit of taldng three boats out
with us, but we had then only two. Our long-boat was
about nine or ten feet long, and would hold ten or
twelve persons; the other, four or five." Gaudin, the
second mate, stated that he was one of the persons who
got into the other boat; that, too, had no plug, but
Gaudin kept the water out with his foot. When there
were fifteen or eighteen people in the boat, the master,
Priaulx, leapt into it, and caused it to capsize ;

but for

that, the mate thought all the people in the boat would
have been saved. Thomas Hamon, a fisherman, de-
tailed how he saved some persons wlio were struggling
in the water. He has known the rooks for thirty years,
and they are not the least practicable for a steamer.
Priaulx told him he took that unusutil course to show
his passengers the wrecked Polka. Several passengers
gave evidence, principally narrating their own adventures.
The jury returned a verdict, ascribing the wreck to

culpable imprudence on the part ofCaptain Priaulx, and
also charging Fleming the mate with imprudence. In

consequence of this verdict the master and mate were
arrested, and found bail of 100^. each for their appear-
ance when called on to answer the charges to be preferred
against them in the royal court of Jersey.
A boy of about eleven years old, called Joseph Bean,

was brought before the sitting magistrate at the Mansion
House on the 27th of September, upon a charge of

Robbery. The wretched child had been frequently com-
niitted to prison for theft, and been twice whipped by
the direction of the magistrate, and the sentence had
been regularly recorded. The case was the first heard
in the court under the new Juvenile Prisoners Act. The
magistrate said, it was his duty, under the new act, to
ask the prisoner w the person who answered for him,
whether it was wished that a summary sentence should
be passed, or that the case should be sent for trial to the
Central Criminal Court. The father of the boy said his
child was, in his opinion, quite incorrigible, and it

would, therefore, be advisable to send him to be disposed
of at the Old Bailey. The magistrate regretted the

obligation upon him to comjnit the boy for ti'ial, as

summary conviction presented in such a case much
greater chances of reformation. The prisoner's father
said he had been completely beggared by the boy, and
persevered in his desire to see the case before a jury.
The boy was accordingly committed for trial.

The llev. Mr. Holiest, Perpetual Curate of Frimley
Grove, was Murdered on the 27th of September, by
robbers, who broke into his house in the dead of night.
Frimley Grove is a small village, about a mile and a
half from the Faruborough Station of the South-Western
Railway. Mr Holiest was in his fifty-fourth year ; he
had held the curacy for seventeen years, and was \iniver-

sally respected. He lived in an old-fashioned brick-
house standing in its own grounds, and distant about
a hundi-ed yards from any other house. On the night
in question, there were in the house Mr. and Mrs. Hol-
iest, their tvvo sons, youths of fourteen and fifteen, who
were at home fi-om school, a man-servant and two maid-
servants. Mr. and Mrs. HoUest slept on the first-floor.

About three o'clock in the morning, they were awakened
by a noise in the room

;
and saw two masked figures

standing at the foot of the bed, with lights. Mr. Holiest

thought it a trick of his sons, and good-naturedly ehided
them for the unseasonable hour they had chosen. Mrs.
Holiest was not so deceived, and screamed in terror.

The men instantly seized them both, and, with pistols

pointed at their heads, declared that if they made the

slightest noise they would blow their brains out. Mrs.
Holiest struggled hard, and at length succeeded iu

slipping out of bed and seizing a bell-i-ope ; upon which
her assailant rushed round to the side of the bed, threw
himself upon her with such force as to snap the bell-

rope asunder, and continued to stand over her with his

pistol pointed to her face. Mr. Holiest, who was a

strong and active man, struggled with the villain who
stood over him, and getting out of bed, was in the act of

stooping down to reach the poker from the fireplace,
when his assailant fired, and wounded him in the abdo-
men. Mr. Holiest was not aware at first that he had
been struck, and continued to grapple with the robber,

endeavouring to prevent his escape. The report of the

pistol alarmed the miscreant who was standing over
Mrs. Holiest, and he left her for a moment and joined
liis companion. Finding herself released, she rushed to
the fireplace, and, seizing a large hand-bell, swung it to
and fro several times. The villains almost immediately
left the apartment ; and, descending the staircase, has-
tened out of the house by the front-door. Mr. Holiest
seized a loaded gun, ran down stairs, and fired at thi-ee

men Avho were running across a lawn
; but, it appears,

without effect. On returning up-staii-s, Mr. Holiest first

discovered that he was woimded. He got into bed, and
sent the man-servant for constables and a doctor. Ex-
amination of the premises showed that the robbers had
entered by a scullery-window, and then forced an
entrance into the kitchen. They had set all the doors

open, and fastened them back, so that they might easily
retreat. They carried off much plunder. When Mr.
Davies, the family-surgeon, examined Mr. Holiest, he at

once foresaw a fatal issue. The patient's sufferings were
intense ; and at noon on Sunday, the 29th, it was an-

nounced to him that death was approaching. He
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received the intelligence with Christian resignation ;

took an affectionate leave of his family and servants ;

expressed a desire to partake of the saerameut, which
was administered to him by a clerical friend and

neighbour ;
and he expired, in a state of almost

imconscious exhaustion, _.
between eight and nine

o'clock on Sunday evening. An officer of the Detec-
tive force was sent from London to aid the local

police ; and on Sunday evening three men, calling
themselves Smith, Jones, and Hai'wood were apprehended
at Guildford. They were known as daring thieves who
had been several times in custody before. Government
otiered 100/., and the fiimily of Mr. Holiest 50^. for the
conviction of the criminals. An inquest was bcg-un on
the 30th. The facts above stated were proved ; and
Mary Gouldstone, a servant of Mr. Mayberry, a surgeon
at Frimley Grove, identified Smith and Jones as two of
three men whom she saw talking on a grass-plat before
her master's house at half-past twelve on Friday night.
Smith and Jones denied this ; saying they could bring
witnesses to prove they were not at Frimley. The inquest
was adjom-ned for a week. —Samuel Harwood, abrother
of the man already in custody, was arrested subsequently.
A keeper found in a plantation the masks w:orn by the

men, made of green baize
;
and a piece of corresponding

baize was found in Samuel Harwood's house. The
inquest was resumed on the 8th, and again adjourned to
the 22nd.—On the r2th the prisoners were examined
before the magistrates of the county. The reporters for

a number of newspapers attended, but wire refused
admission. The principal witness was Mrs. Holiest,
who had been likewise examined before the inquest.
Her deposition, it is stated, contained a remarkable fact

relative to a copper token found in the pocket of one of
the prisoners, wliich she positively identified as a coin that
had been paid to her a few days previouslj' to the murder,
by a Miss Bulpin, the village school-mistress, and which
was stolen, with other copper moneys, by the thieves.

This token ibrmed the weekly payment of one of the
little school-girls to a provident fund for purchasing
clothes, set on foot in Frimley by !Mrs. Holiest. It was
paid to Miss Bulpin, tlie schoolmistress, by the little

girl, and handed over a few hours afterwards by her to

Mrs. Holiest, with the remark that it was a very odd
looking penny. Miss Bidpin added, that she did not
think it would pass ; but Mrs. Holiest expressing her
belief that it would, showed it to Mr. Holiest, remarking
to him, that "

they had not paid much respect to poor
King George's nose

"
(the nose on the profile of King

George is much scratched and battered). Mrs. Holiest
then put the token with other moneys into a bag, where
she was in the habit of keeping the " clothes fund,"
and there it remained up to the night of the murder.
The investigation was resumed on the 18th. In the

meantime Hiram Smith had volunteered a confession of
his own guilt, involving also his associates; and his

statement had been taken down by Mr. Keene, the

governor of the gaol, and police-sergeant Hollington.
The other prisoners were kept in total ignorance of
this circumstance. AVlien brought for further examina-
tion, the four prisoners were placed in a semicircle
before the magistrates, separated from each other by
turnkeys, that all possibility of their communicating
with each other might be cut off. The magistrates
went through all the steps of the evidence against tlie

prisoners, independently of the confession, as if that had
not been made

;
and Hiram Smith put questions to the

witnesses as if he had made no confession. The evidence

conceriiing the confession began with the statement of

Sergeant Hollington, tliat "on Monday last the 14th

inst," in consequence of what had passed on the previous
day between Smith and the governor, Mr. Keene," Smith was brought into the room, where they were
then assembled." Levi Harwood here glanced rapidly
and suspiciously at Smith, whose eyes were fixed on the

ground. Jones looked doggedly forward, turning liis

eyes neitker to the right nor to the left
;
while Samuel

Harwood, whose face became suddenly pale with

apprehension, gazed with an alarmed expression at the
chairman. The chairman—" What passed?" The
witness—" Mr. Keene said to the prisoner,

' Here is

Mr. Hollington.' Smith then wanted to see one of the
handbills, but Mr. Keene had no copy, and he therefore

produced the Hue and Cry. I afterwards sent for a

bill, which the prisoner read hi)nself. He then wanted
to know the meaning of the word '

accomplice ;

' and we
told him that he must use his own judgment. He also
wished to know whether the promise of pardon in the
biU would be acted up to if he were to '

peach.' We
told him that he had the bill before him, and must use
his own judgment. Neither of us held out any hope to
liim founded thereon ; but he said that he saw it was
])latn, and he would therefore make a statment."

[Levi Harwood again directed a rapid but furious look
at the prisoner Smith.] He had been cautioned several

times, and told that his words would be taken down
and used against him

; but he answered,
"
Every man

is bound to take care of himself;" and made the
statement which Sergeant Hollington took down, and
which was now read to the court. It was to the effect

that the robbery was planned by Smith himself and
the three other prisoners, and gave a minute detail of the

outrage, corresponding to the circumstances which had
already transpired. It declared that Levi Harwood
was the person who fired the fatal shot at Mr. Holiest.
It added, that, after the robbery and murder, they went
to Kingston, and that Levi Harwood then went to
London to dispose of the booty. While this document
was read by the clerk to the magistrates. Smith remained
with his eyes fixed on the ground. Levi Harwood
swung himself to and fro occasionally, and shot looks
full of the most savage anger at his approver-accomplice ;

his hands all the time bemg deeply buried in his breeches-

pockets, as if to restrain himself from some act of
violence. Jones scowled fiercely forward ; and Samuel
Harwood looked more and more alarmed. When the

reading of the confession had terminated, Levi Harwood
exclaimed, though in a subdued tone of voice—"

It is

all false what he says, gentlemen, all of it." The
chairman observed, that the confession was important
evidence against Smith himself; whether it affected any
one else would be matter for future consideration.
Smith—" It 's all true, every word of it." Mr. Keene's
written aecoimt of the confession was then handed in
and read : it agreed exactly with that of Sergeant
Hollington. Smith repeated

— " It 's the truth, and
ne'er a one of them can deny it." Levi Harwood—" I

can deny it, for I don't know anything about it." Smith,
with an air of astonishment on seeing the preparations
making for the removal of himself as well as his

associates, here asked the chairman whether he was to

be locked up as he used to be ? The chairman—
"
Certainly. What you have said is strong evidence

against yourself." Jones then, for the first time since

the announcement of the confession, turned towards

Smith, and in a voice rendered hoarse by the vehe-
mence of his passions, said,

" I hope you will get
shot yourself some day for what you have said." The
prisoners were remanded, and removed

;
Levi Harwood

vehemently protesting that Smith was a liar. The
adjourned coroner's inquest was resumed on the 22nd,

Among the other evidence brought forward was the

confession of Hiram Smith. The inqxiiiy was again
adjourned to the 29th.
In July last a daring Bobbertj was committed in

Northgate, one of the principal streets of Halifax, by a

party of very expert thieves, who entered the premises
of Mr. Lewis Balurna, watchmaker and jeweller, during
the night, and cleared the premises of upwards of 50
silver watches, 11 gold watches, 320 fancy gold rings, 30
diamond rings and a great quantity of articles of jewel-

lery. A reward of 50/. was at the time offered for the

conviction of any of the thieves, but no trace of them, or

of the property stolen, was gained until Sunday the 29th

of Septenvber. On,that day Mr. Beswiek, the chief super-
intendent of the Manchester detective force, received

some information which led him to visit a house in

Ashley Lane, Manchester, where he found a large box,
which had been left there by a woman who called

herself Ellen Moult, and which contained furty-four

gold and silver watches, a large number of gold pins,

and other articles, many of which ho recognised as the

produce of the Halifax robbery. Next day lie went to

Liverpool, and discovered that Ellen Moult had been

living there as the wife of a man named Hawkins. She
had been arrested on suspicion of felony by the Liver-
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pool police, but no charge beina; made out against her
she was set at liberty. He at once recognised her as

one of the most notorious thieves in the district, whose
real name was Amelia Wade, but who had found it

convenient on many occasions to adopt an alias. She
was of course taken into custody, and it is believed that

three men, in custody on another charge at Liverpool,
were concerned in the robbery.
At the Mansion House on the 30th of September,

William Lefevre, a child of ten years old, was chai-ged
with having attempted to pick Pockets. His impudence
was remarkable ; he had been observed by a labouring
man together with two other boys, endeavouring to pick

pockets, and he appeared to be the most active of the

little gang. The witness followed them for some time,
and at last saw the prisoner dexterously slip his hand
into a woman's pocket, but as he pulled it out empty,
the man merely gave him a slap on the side of the head,
and told him to be off.

" Off!" said the boy, squaring
up to him,

" do you cut away with you, or I'll knock in

the whole front of your head
;
blest if I don't." The

witness was not much astonished at the language, for he
had seen the prisoner and his companions before, but

having thought proper to pursue them further, and pre-
vent them from going into a halfpenny steamer, the

young fellow said,
"
Well, I see there 's no use in talk-

ing, and I certainly will pitch into your breadbasket, old

fellow." And he threw himself into position, and said

he was all right in pluck. Alderman Gibbs : What
have you to say, prisoner ? The prisoner : I was only
playing about with other boys, when this man, who
isn't a policeman, came up and threatened us. I told

him I was able to fight him, and he wouldn't hare me
;

that 's all. He was remanded.
Alexander Minginoria, a Pole in the uniform of

a French soldier, was charged at Marlborough Street on
the 30th September, with Begging in Shops. He gave
an account of himself, from which it appeared that he
had fought against Russia in 1834, and for this he had
been exiled. He went to France, entered their service,
and was sent to Algeria. In that colony he had spent
the best years of his life

;
and when he returned to

France the revolution had occurred and a republic had
been established. The French government had come to

the resolution to expel foreigners from that country.

Accordingly he was peremptorily required to quit the

country of his adoption, and for which he had fought
for so many years. A free pass and a free passage were

provided for him, and he was landed on the shores

of England without a sixpence. The secretary of the

Polish Society, who was in attendance, said he could

corroborate one portion of the defendant's story, as far

as the extradition of Poles from France was concerned.
Within a very few months he could prove that 200 des-

titute Poles had been driven from France by the French

Republic, and had been landed penniless on the shores

of England. It was monstrous such a system should be

permitted. He believed the fact had been communicated
to Lord Palmerston, but he was not aware whether any
steps had been taken to check the evil. The magi.strate
concurred in condemning a proceeding that had the

effect of driving these poor foreigners from a country on
which they had some claim, to a country on which they
had no claim whatever. The secretary said, the public

grant for the relief of the distressed Poles had ceased,
the English nation having naturally become tired of

giving alms to the refugees. There was, however, 1200/.

subscribed privately for the relief of the Poles, and out
of this fund a passage to America would be furnished to

the defendant. The magistrate gave the poor man 5s.

for temporary relief.

At Bow Street on the 1st of October, Theodore Staines,
who was described as editor of a weekly paper, and said

he was a novel-writer for certain periodicals, was charged
with two Savage Assaults in Long Acre, while in a state

of intoxication. He had been walking in Long Acre
after midnight with a gigantic walking-stick, which he
flourished indiscriminately over the heads of unoffending
by-passers. A carpenter named George received a smart
blow on the head, and the constable who apprehended
him was kicked, struck, and bitten by him on the way
to the station. He expressed his regret at what had
happened. He had now no recollection of it. Owing

to a long absence on the continent, he was unused to

English liquors, and a very little had effect. The stick

produced was a curiosity, which he had brought from
abroad. He hoped his "brethren of the press," as he
called the reporters, would not expose him. The magis-
trate advised him to keep his "

curiosity" at home for
the future, and fined him 30s., or a fortnight's imprison-
ment, for the assault on George. For the" assault on the
constable he was sentenced to eight days' imprisonment
without the option of paying a fine.

A Z-MMficy Case, cui-ious for the technical objection which
was the subject of preliminary discussion, was decided
at Dumfries on the 3rd. The subject of investigation
was the state of mind of Mr. Pulteney William Mein,
eldest son of Pulteney Mein, Esq., of Canobie. The
pleadings, or "

brieves," as they are termed, described
the party as maximus filius. This description was
objected to on the part of the defendant, as being mis-

descriptive. It was contended that maximus Jiliiis would
have been a good description of the largest son, but, to

describe the eldest, the words should have been maximus
natu. The objection was overruled, and the case

proceeded on the merits, when, after an inquiry of three

days, the jury found a verdict cognoscing Mr. Mein, in

other words finding him insane.

On the 3rd, an inquest was held at Milntown, in the

county of Clare, on the body of Dennis Kearin, a pauper
boy of eleven years old, who had Died on the Road
between the Milntown auxiliary workhouse and the

Ennistymon workhouse. The board of guardians had
ordered the paupers in the auxiliary workhouse to be

inspected. At six o'clock in the morning, on a very bad

day, 85 boys, 14 men, and 3 women, set out and walked
to Ennistymon, a distance of fourteen Irish miles

; were

inspected, and set out again on their return, without

having tasted food since their departure in the morning.
They were exhausted with cold and hunger, and the

boy Kearin fell down and expired on the spot. One of
the witnesses, a resident in Mihitown, who met the

party of paupers as they were straggling along in the

evening, gave the following description of their

condition : I was on my way home to Milntown, from

Ennistymon Fair. I observed a man vip against the
wall on the side of the road; I asked him what he
wanted there, and he told me he was weak and not able
to walk. I came on then, and met another man on the

road, who walked a few steps with me and said his sight
was darkening, he was so weak from hunger. I mct]^a
number of the boys further on

;
I asked them were

they able to walk home ; some were, and some were
weak. I met another boy further on, and he having a
sheaf of beans under his arm, he and I came to the road
as far as Mr. Kearin's bridge. We met with more of
the boys, and he stopped along with them. I came on,
when I met three other boys ;

and one of them was

trying to bring another boy who was not able to walk ;

it was then dark, I took the little boy that was weak by
the arm, and led him along with the other boy. I did
not go far when the other boy told me he was falling
dead with weakness. I took him in like manner by the

hand, and had both the boys then by the arms. I led
them both on until we came to Clonbonny Bridge. I

took off their hands there, and had to turn aside from

them, when I heard a cry, and I took the chaps by the
hands and went on. I saw a little boy staggering before

I could come up to him. He was dashed against the
wall. I asked one of the little boys that was with me to

take up the boy that fell. He said he could not—that
he was dead. I came on, and did not look after the boy
that fell. I heard the sound of his skull against the

wall. I saw no person with him. The boys I had, told

me several times they were hungry. All the boys I

spoke to were pauper boys. They were sent from Miln-
town Auxiliary Workhouse to Ennistymon Workhouse.
I asked them, did they get anything to eat at Ennistymon
house ? They said. No. They told me they ate a few

spoons of stirabout that morning for breakfast at six

o'clock. The jury returned the following verdict :—We
find that Dennis Kearin, aged eleven years, came by his

death on Monday night, September 30th, on his way
from the Ennistymon Workhouse to the Auxiliary
House at Milntown from exhaustion, for want of food,
and exposure to cold, and from the neglect of the officers
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connected with the parent house and auxiliary house at

Milntown, together with the neglect of the Ballyvoughan
guardians. The Government have ordered a magisterial

investigation into this affair, the result of which is not

yet known.
A thrice adjourned Inquest on the body of James

Geary, a young Irish labourer, was terminated on the
4th. It appeared from the evidence that Geary had
died on the previous Sunday. About one o'clock on

Sunday morning, the 19th of August, he was attacked

by the police near the court where he lived, adjoining
Burial-ground Lane. The police beat him about the
head and shoulders with their staves, and as he lay
on the pathway with his head hanging over the kerb-

stone, one policeman held him by the collar and another
knelt on his chest

;
after which they pulled him up and

dashed him against the railing, when Sergeant Bushell
struck him across the arms and legs with his staff, and
while they dragged him to the station-house, Sergeant
Bushell again struck him with his staff. The people
cried out " Don't kill the man." Geary, who was

perfectly sober and orderly, was charged with drunkenness
and disorderly conduct ; but the magistrate dismissed
the charge. The day after he got the beating he took
to his bed, declaring he would never recover it, and

gradually sunk until he died. One of the witnesses

swore to Sergeant Bushell being the man who struck

Geary with the truncheon, but could not swear to the

identity of the other policeman. The jury returned a

verdict of "
Manslaughter against Sergeant Bushell,"

who was committed to Newgate. He has been since tried

at the Central Criminal Court and acquitted.
Mr. Thomas Charles Sirrell, gold and silver refiner of

the Barbican, a tradesman doing a large and profitable
business of an apparently respectable character, was, on
the 4th, arrested by the police on a charge of Receiving
a Quantity of Stolen Plate, with a guilty knowledge of

the mode in which it was obtained. A large quantity of

plate was stolen from the residence of the Rev. Mr.

Fisher, a Catholic clergyman, near Liverpool. The
officers visited Mr. Sirrell's, and seized the goods. They
telegraphed the seizure to Liverpool, and received in-

structions to arrest Mr. Sirrell
;
this was also done, and

he was conveyed to Liverpool, and brought before the

magistrates, by whom he was remanded. Two persons,
named M'Aulay and M'Guire, were apprehended at

Liverpool, charged with stealing the goods received by
Sirrell. On the 8th the prisoners were again examined
and remanded. When the police ai-rested Sirrell, they
examined his general stock, and saw enough to induce
them to seize the whole, on suspicion that it was the

produce of robberies. It was removed to the Scotland
Yard station, and part of it was recognised ;

Mr. Argent,
of the Rainbow Tavern, Fleet Street, identified some

plate which he had lost, though his marks had been

nearly obUtcrated
;
and ^Ir. Lovegrove, of the London

Coffeehouse, claimed a number of spoons and forks. It

was ascertained that a pair of salt-cellars, part of the

packets sent from Liverpool, were stolen from the house
of Mrs. Tinley, a lady living in that town. On the 18th,
Sirrell and M'Aulay were committed for trial

;
but

M'Guire was discharged. Mr. Sirrell has since been
liberated on bail.

An inquest was held on the 5th on the body of Ann
Francis, a young girl, servant in a family in Newman
Street, who had committed Suicide. She had formed
an affection for a young man named Kelly, whose master
resided in the same house, where she had been a servant

five years. She received a letter from Kelly, in which
ho said that he intended sailing for New York, in conse-

quence of her having said that she was pregnant by him.
Next morning she was found by a fellow-servant in the

kitchen, hanging by a rope from a clothes peg, and dead.

The following letter, addressed to her mother, was
found close to where she was hanging —" Dear mother,

Kelly has ruined me, and says that I am the cause of

his going away. It 's more than I am able to bear

Good-bye, dear parents. Ann Francis."—A verdict of

insanity was given.
John Liimbourn, a labourer, residing at Watlington,

in Oxfordshire, has been appi'chended on the charge of

having Murdered his Wife. They had long lived

unhappily, and violent altercations were often heard

between them. The wife was seen in good health on
the 5th, and at eleven o'clock that night she was found
dead in the garden, near her cottage door. She was
then quite cold, her bonnet and cap were saturated with

blood, and a quantity of congealed blood was beneath
her head. The coroner's jury found a verdict against
the husband, who was committed for trial.

John Kelly, a boy of twelve years old, was charged at

the Mansion House on the 7th with Stealing in the

clotVies market in Cutler Street. He had been seen

walking along with two "
blinds," a black-and-white

dog and a girl, both of which he was in the habit of

using in his trade of theft, in which although so young
he had been very expert and successful. He carried a

whistle, which he blew upon the approach of danger,
and the call was immediately answered by a rush from a

crowd of Petticoat Lane thieves, and generally a rescue.

The girl had been the immediate recipient of the
"
swag," and the dog was stated to be the bitter enemy

of the police and others who are interested in the preser-
vation of peace and the diminution of robbery. Upon
the present occasion the prisoner was disappointed, and
his whistle having been secured, he was unable to sum-
mon his friends to the rescue. Alderman Gibbs : Let
him be taken down stairs and soundly flogged, so that he

may remember the day. The prisoner. Oh dear, don't

whop me, and I '11 promise to cut away from you alto-

gether. Alderman Gibbs : No ; you must go away
taking with you a wholesome whipping.
A Daring Robbery was attempted in the house of

Mr. Marston, a gold and silver beater in Birmingham,
on the 7th. About four o'clock in the morning he was
roused from sleep by a noise in the house, and on getting
out of bed he found that his room door, which he left

ajar on retiring to rest, had been in the meantime closed.

He went down stairs, and glanced into the sitting-room,
saw three men emptying his sideboard of the plate which
it contained, and a large heap of the spoil was lying on
the floor. He attempted to run back to his bed-room,
with the intention of getting his firearms, but the

robbers attacked him with then- bludgeons. He turned

upon them and tore a wooden rail out of the bannister,

maintaining his position on the stairs for several minutes.

At length, one of the villains brought a poker from
the sitting-room, and with this he struck Mr. Marston
numerous blows across the head and legs. Unable
to hold out any longer he dropped at their feet, but even

then they kicked and struck him, so as to prevent the

possibility of his pursuing them, and as at this moment a

fainting fit deprived him of his senses, they no doubt

thought they had killed him. They then quitted the

house, making their exit from the premises by the same

way as they had entered, namely, through the ceiling of

Mr. Marston's warehouse, fi'om which a door communi-
cated with the house. During this struggle, which
lasted a quarter of an hour, and while Mr. Marston's

daughter and servant were at a window crying loudly
for help, two or three policemen were standing inactive

before the door ; and they afterwards alleged that the

noise was caused by a man chastising his wife (or son,

as one of them said) as if such a thing was Hkely to

happen in a highly respectable house, and at such an

hour in the morning. At last the door was opened from

the inside, and Mr. Marston was found covered with

blood, and insensible. No property was carried off.

Five young fellows belonging to a London gang of

thieves have been arrested. The policemen were brought
before the watch committee, when Miss Marston attended

and stated the facts ; but the men were simply repri-

manded by the Mayor. Five men were apprehended
on suspicion, but, in consequence of the precarious state

of Mr. Marston, they were not brought up for examina-

tion till the '23rd. Against two of them, Elijah Ware-

ham and John Smith, no evidence was adduced ; the

others, Christopher Healy, Joseph Marshall, and William

Wallace, after a long examination were remanded.

CorneUus Bowan, a respectable looking manof midtUe

age, was charged on the 7th, at the Southwark police-

court, with Assatdting police constable Gingle while m
execution of his duty. The policeman said that the

defendant with several women were standing by a coffee

stall at one o'clock in the morning, talking and making
a noise

;
that he desired the defendant to move on
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which he refused, and seizing the policeman by the

collar, tore liis coat, but was at length taken to the

station-house. The defendant brought two respectable
witnesses to disprove the complainant's statement. The
defendant was taking a cup of cofl'ec at the stall and

making no noise or disturbance, when ho was attacked

and violently struck by the policeman. The magistrate
said that it was necessary that policemen should be

protected in the execution of their duty. In this

particular case, however, it appeared that there were no

just grounds for the policeman's interference with the

defendant while drinking his coffee, and that instead of

the latter committing the first assault, it was proved by
two competent witnesses, the policeman was the agrcs-
sor

;
that the public must also be protected from such

conduct as that described, and, therefore, he should

discharge the defendant.

A number of Incendiary Fires haTC taken place in

different parts of the country.—On the evening of

Sunday the 6th, about nine o'clock, a large stack of

barley adjoining the homestead of Mr. Boldcro of

Rattlesden in Suffolk, was discovered to be on fire. A
gentleman and lady passing in a gig saw two men
running away from the stacks, and immediately after-

wards the Hames burst out. The fire extended to a

neighbouring wheat-stack, and both were consumed
;

but the arrival of lire-engines prevented further damage.
The two men were apprehended next day in a beer-

house in the vicinity.—On the 7th, about two in the

morning, the stack-yard of Mr. Meredith, a farmer at

Frodesly in Shropshire, was discovered to be on fire.

Engines were brought from Shrewsbury, eight miles off,

but notwithstanding the exertions of the firemen,

zealously aided by the villagers, the whole stack-yard
and farm buildings ^except the dwelling-house) were

destroyed.
^—On the morning of the 8th, a fire broke out

on a farm belonging to the Duke of Wellington near

Strathfieldsaye, occupied by Mr. Luke Goddard. The
whole of the iarm produce, consisting of several new
ricks and other corn in store, homestead, buildings, and

implements of husbandry, were consumed. A carter and
a boy about to leave the farm, have been arrested on

suspicion.
—At Rainham in Kent, on the night of the 9th,

two stacks of wheat were fired simultaneously after

dark, and entirely destroyed.
—On the follo\\ing morn-

ing, a large wheat-stack, the propertj^ of the Earl of

Guildford, was discovered to be in fiamos. Fire-engines
were useless, as no water could be obtained. A labourer

suspected of causing these fires was taken into custody.
At the Soxithwark Police Court on the 8th, Thomas

Claggett, a grocer in Bermondsey Street, was summoned
at the instance of the parochial authorities of St. George's,
for refusing to contribute to the Maintenance of one of
Ms Parents. The relieving oiflccr said, that the defend-
ant's mother, an aged widow, had applied and obtained
relief of the parish, and that her son hud refused to con-

tribute to her support, althoxigh a brother of his, who
was only a shopman, and at very low wages, allowed her
a trifle a week out of them, but not suificient to defray
hor expenses. The defendant, a well-dressed man, when
asked why he refused to maintain his mother, said. It is

not in my power. Appearances are deceitful
; my ex-

penses are considerable, and the profits on my business
are very small; there is so much ciim])ctition in the gro-
cery line especially, that the people in that trade, vul-

garly speaking, arc "eating each other's heads off."

The Magistrate : What rent do you pay ? Defendant :

I pay 4a/. and taxes, and that is as much as I can do.
Motlier knows it

'

s not in my power to give her any-
thing. The poor mother, who was present, held her
lioad do\\ni and said nothing. The magistrate told the
defendant tliat bj- law as well as by nature he was bound
to conti-ilmte to his mother's support, and that he ren-
dered himself liable to pay 1/. a month for evetT month
he neglected it. The magistrate then dii'cctcd that the
sur.imons should stand over for a fortnight, in order to

give the defendant an opportunity of coming to some
arrnngoment with the parochial authorities.
On tlte 9th a Commission of Lunart/ was held at

XJxt-.ridsc to inquire into the state of mind of Mr. Arthur
Hugh Manners Tollemachc, son of the late Hon. Charles

TolK'mache, nephew of the Earl of Dysart, and, on the
matornal side, of the Marquis of Twooddule. The com-

mission had issued at the instance of Mr. Wilbraham
Francis Tollemachc, a brother of the unfortunate gen-
tleman. It was shown by the testimony of several
witnesses that Mr. ToUemache, who was fifty-one years
of age, had been of weak intellect from his infancy ; that
he never made any progress at school, not having learned
even writing ; and that he had been under the care of
Mr. Norton, of liose Cottage, for the last ten years.
The commission had been issued in consequence of his

father's death (which occurred three months ago), upon
which event he became entitled to a considerable fortune—about 45,000/. The j\iry returned an vmanimous ver-

dict, th t Mr. Tollemachc had been of imsound mind
since the 1st of March, 1836.

Grace Gardiner, a gaudily-dressed girl, Avas charged
at the Southwark police-court on the 10th with Stealiriff
a quantity of Si/k and other articles from Mr. Belcher, a
hatter in Great Sufi'olk-street. She had been only three

days in his house as a servant when she disappeai-ed
after ransacking the drawers in Mrs. Belcher's bed-

room, and she had been taken into custody the preceding
night on Blackfriars Bridge. The girl's father, a respect-

able-looking man, stepped forward, and, with tears in

his eyes, said that when he was informed of the circum-
stances he immediately came np from the country to

seek for his daughter ;
that she had been reared with

tenderness by her parents, and was always a good and
virtuous girl until she had recently, without their know-
ledge, formed an acquaintance with some persons of bad
character in London. The moment he was apprised
of the robbery he lost no time in endea-vouring to trace

where she had taken up her abode, and by accident met
her on Blackft-iars Bridge the preceding night, and
dressed out in the gaudy manner she now presented.
When she caught sight of him she attempted to make
her escape, but he prevented it by calling a policeman
and giving her into custody. When he efl'ected her

capture he immediately communicated the fact to her
late master, as, although she was his daughter, he would
not screen her from the consequences of her conduct ;

and he added with emphasis, that he .should prefer

witnessing the transportation of his child, rather than
she should lead the life of an abandoned woman, as he
feared would be the case if she were not stopped in her
reckless career. Mr. Belcher confirmed the father's

statement, and on his account, expressed a wish not to

prosecute ; but the magistrate said he felt it his duty to

commit the prisoner for trial. In the course of the
examination it was stated that since she absconded, she
had been living in a house of ill-fame in White Horse-

sti-eet, and that she was proceeding thence to a theatre

when she was met by her father.

Rosina Herbert, a young woman with a delicate

infant in her arms, was charged on the 11th, at the
Tliames Police Court, with Pawning FAght Shirts,
which she had received to make up for a woman named
Elizabeth Miller. The magistrate asked the prosecutrix
what she got per dozen for making the shirts, to which
she replied 2s. 6f/., and she gave them out at '2s., having
but a halfpenny profit on each. The prisoner, W'ho

wept very bitterly, said she got but seven farthings for

each, and she had to Avork eai'ly and late to make three

in a day. The magistrate said that it was a distressing

case, and he was embarrassed to know how he should
act. Understanding that the woman's husband was in

attendance, he ordered him to be called in, and at the
same time asked the prosecuti'ix within what period the
shirts ovight to have been returned ? She replied that

they ought to have been sent home that morning. The
husband was asked if he could pay for the redemption of

the shirts, and he said that he could not, indeed. He
was iiuable to save his poor wife from disgrace and
a prison. The magistrate said the prisoner had no right
to pawn the shirts

;
her disti'ess was no justification for

making away with other people's property. He was

unwilling to send the woman to prison if tlie husband
could pay the money lent upon the shirts. The husband :

It 's a large sum for a poor mim. I '11 endeavour to

make it up in a week. The magistrate said he would

adjourn the case for a week, and lield the prisoner to

bail in her own recognisance to appear on Friday next.

As for- the pawnbrokers, there was no pity at all for

them. They had no right to take ia such things, which
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they must know did not belong to the party who raised

money upon them, and if the husband could not raise

the niont'}-, they would have to restore the shirts to the
woman Miller without payment. The statement of this

woman's case in the newspapers, induced several bcne-

volent persons to contiibute to her relief. On the loth,
the magistrate at the Thames office, on the occasion of

one of these contributions, observed that more than 201.

had been already forsvarded for the relief of Rosina
Herbert and her children, and that there was really no
occasion for any more contributions, wliilc so much
distress existed among persons who had withstood

temptation and committed no crime. On the 18th, the
woman was agiiin brought before the magistrate, when
it was proved that the prisoner had last yeai' been con-

victed of pawning articles the property of her emjjloyers.
The magistrate said that this previous conviction had
much altered his view of her case, and sentenced her to

pay Hs. 6d., the value of the goods pawned, together
with a fine of 10s. He also declared that, in future, no

money transmitted for specific pui-poses should ever be
£0 applied; that if money was sent to be used at dis-

cretion, it would be received, but not otherwise. Some
person subsequently sent the woman herself money to

pay the fine, and she was discharged.
A Young Woman icas Murdered on Saturday, the

12th, near the village of Doddinghurst in Essex, under
circumstances of pecxUiar atrocity. At this village, a

farm is occupied by Mr. Thomas Droiy, a highlj' respect-
able yeoman living at Great Burstead. The (arm was

managed by Mr. Drory'sson, a quiet, well-looking young
man of three and twenty. Under young Drory was

placed as a larm-bailiff, Thomas Last, a labourer
; whose

family consisted of his wife, and her daughter by a
former marriage, Jael Denny, a young woman of twenty,
of commanding statui-e, handsome figure and face, and
agreeable manners—the acknowledged beauty of the

village. Young Drory and the Last', with their daugh-
ter, Uved in the same house till a recent period. Drory
used his position to establish a close intimacy Avith the

daughter ; and it was the discovery of this relation, by
Mr. Drory, senior, that had lately caused the removal of

tlie Lasts from his farm, and their retirement into a cot-

tage at some little distance from the farm-house. The
young farmer, however, persisted in his intimacy ;

and
at length Jael found herself pregnant by him. At the

inquest, after the girl's murder, her mother stated that

she had not long since taken poison, which she said young
Drory had given her to kill her infant ;

aiid that the

eflect of the poison was plain in her swelled lips and
flesh : Jael herself had said she did not take all the

poison, or it would have killed her. Drory lately paid
his addresses to a young lady, and it appears that he
had given instructions to have the bans published for

his maiTiage. One day when Mrs. Last returned home,
she noticed that her daughter was taken by surprise,
and looked painfully agitated : going up stairs she found

yoimg Drory under her bed
;
and on her discovery of

him, he tried to get her to sign a paper to which he had

already got the daughter's signature, exculpating him
from any connexion with her cause of trouble. Mrs.
Last refused to sign this paper. On the evening of the

murder, the girl had been walking with Drory, and
returned home in better spirits than usual. She told

her mother that Drory had put her in good spirits, and
that she was going to meet liim again at half-past six.

She then put on her bonnet and cloak, went out, and
did not return. Her stepfather, anxious on account of

her absence all night, went out early on Sunday morning
in search of her. About eight o'clock he found her lying
dead a short way from the stile where she had said she I

was gouig to meet Drory. He ran back to his house, i

and Mr. Hammond, the landlord, returned with him to

the place where the body lay. She was lying on her
j

face, and a fur tippet lay about three yai'ds off. A cord i

was round the neck
;

it was twisted round three times,
and one end was in her hand. The face was swollen and ,

black
; there was a stream of blood on the ground, and

blood was oozing from the mouth, nose, and ears. Tliere i

was an injury on the chest, as if some one had knelt upon
j

it; and there were marks of teeth, and scratches on the
1

hands and arms. She was in the ninth month of preg- 1

nancy. Suspicion fell on young Drory, who was imme- I

diately arrested by the Superintendant of the Essex
Police. This gentleman, at the inquest, gave the fol-

lowing account of the arrest ;
—" I asked Drory when he

saw the deceased last. He said,
' At half-past five o'clock

last (Saturday) evening, and that he had not heard of
her this morning.' I took him to the spot, and saw the

deceased lying on her face. The left side of her nose
where she lay was flattened. I removed the cord from
her neck. It was almost imbedded in it. The noose of

the cord had cut the skin of the neck. It was turned
thrice round the neck very tight

—so much so that the

neck was swollen above it. I then took the prisoner
into custody. He did not speak. I took him to the

deceased's house, and searched him. He said he had a

letter in his box which would prove the chUd was not
his. We then went to the house where the prisoner

lived, and on searching his box, found the letter which
has been produced, as well as two pieces of cord. One
end of one piece had been recently cut. The prisoner
said that the deceased and he had been acquainted, but
that he had broken it off more than nine months."
A labourer named Harris, resident in the neighbour-
hood, said that he saw the deceased and Droiy together
about half past five on Saturday, going across the

meadow from Mr. Drory's farm ; they were together
about twenty minutes, when they parted and went

severally homewards. This witness added that, two or

three months before, he had heard Drory say that " he
should like to shove her ofi', as he was carrying things
on too far and was apprehensive of getting into trouble."

A labourer named Hubbard, employed on Drory's farm,
said that his master went out at half past six or seven

on Saturday night, when he said he was going to Brent-

wood with some eggs ;
and two inhabitants of Brent-

wood saw Drory there about eight or a little later.

Professor Taylor, of Guy's Hospital, gave evidence

respecting marks of blood found on the trousers worn

by Drory on the night of the murder. The coroner,
in charging the jury, remarked that Drory's having been
at Brentwood at eight o'clock was not inconsistent with
his having committed the murder at half-past six. The
result of the investigation was a verdict of Wilful

Murder against Thomas Drory, and he was committed
for trial at the Assizes.

A Desperate attempt at Robbery was made during the

night of Sunday tlie 13th, in the house of Mr. Holford,
in the Regent's Park. Several men broke into the

house
;
the servants were alanned, rose, armed them-

selves and attacked the robbers, one of whom they
wounded and captured. On the following day the pri-
soner was brought before the Marylebone Police Court,
and a number of witnesses were examined. The prisoner
called himself William D\son. Mr. Holford, it appears,
is in America. James Paul, the butler, had secured the

house on the night in question. About two o'clock in

the morning he heard a noise
;
he got up, and saw the

shadow of a man on the lawn ; Paul dressed and armed

himself, roused the groom and footman and armed

them, and then awoke two coachmen in the stables,

giving one a loaded gun and the other a pitchfork.
These forces were stationed about the house. Three
men were seen to leave the banquetting-room, and one

of these was Dyson ;
he was knocked down by a coach-

man with a pitchfork, and two men grappled him till

the police came. Another of the robbers was seen run-

ning away ; the butler snapped one lock of a double-

barrelled pistol, but it missed fire, and as the robber ran

behind a bush, Paul fired the otlier barrel. The uiider-

coachman had fired his gun as soon as he saw the three

men descend from a Avindow ; one e.xclaimed,
" O God !"

as if lie had been struck. Dyson only was caught, the

othei-s having disappeared for a time. When search was

made, blood was found near the hush at which the

butler had fired
;
and there were traces of blood over

some fences, for a considerable distance. Nothing of note

was found on Dyson. But at the house the otticers picked

up some i)ieces of candle, a crowbar, part of an ormolu

ornament broken from a figure in the banquetting-

room, a sling formed of a large stone tied in a handker-

chief, and a hat ; there were shot-holes in the hat, and
marks of blood on the inside. The robbers had entered

by a window, wliich they had forced open witli a crow-

bar. The prisoner was remanded.



228 THE HOUSEHOLD NAKKATIVE.
[OCTTOBBB.

On the evening of the 14th a Robbery was committed

at Mallow Cottage, near Abbotskerswell, in Devonshire.

The proprietor was absent, and had left the care of the

house to his three daughters ;
who had just retired to

bed when thoy heard a noise below, as of some persons

breaking into the house. The eldest of them, about

fourteen years of age, jumped out of bed, struck a light,

which she gave to her sisters, and, arming herself with

two pistols, walked down over the stairs, followed by
her sisters. On entering the parlour, they found every-

thing in confusion, papers lying about, and the desk

rifled. The burglars fled on the entrance of the girl ;

and the young lady with the pistols jumped from the

parlour-wiadow on to the lawn, and fired both after

them. The thieves had stolen some money, papers,
and plate ;

but being eager to get ofi', they dropped
some plate on the lawn, which was recovered in the

morning.
Numerous Burglaries have been committed this month

in various parts of the country. They are all very
similar in their circumstances. The thieves generally
eflected an entrance through a window insufliciently

secured. On one occasion a house-dog, which had been

relied on, entirely failed to do his duty. In most cases

the criminals were detected, and a number of them have
been committed for trial at different assizes.

Mr. and Mrs. Coplestonc, the landlord and landlady
of the Queen Square Tavern, at Bath, were Assaulted

and dreculfuUy wounded xoith a Razor, on the 17th, by
a person named Ogle Wallis, who lodged in their house.

He was leaving the house, with his portmanteau, when,
his rent being in arrear, the landlord insisted that he

should pay it before carrying off his goods. Wallis flew

on the landlord, and attacked him with a razor
;
and

J.Irs. Coplestone, coming to his assistance, was attacked

in the same manner. Both were cut in the hands and

face, and the husband so much injured that for some
time his life was in danger. Wallis then tried to escape
from the house, but was seized in the vicinity. He was

brought before the magistrates, and Mrs. Coplestone
and others were examined

; but, as Mr. Coplestone was
unable to attend, the prisoner was remanded.
On the 19th, the master and crew of the Lowestoft

steamer, were Assaulted by a body of Wreckers, while

giving assistance to a vessel stranded in the vicinity of

Lowestoft harbour. The owners of the stranded vessel

had contracted with the Harbour Company, who had
undertaken to bring the vessel into port by means of

their steamer ;
but a number of the beachmen, resolving

to secure the salvage to themselves, proceeded to the

wreck in boats loaded with stones, and commenced a

violent attack on the crew of the steamer with stones

and boat-hooks, wounding several of them severely, and

driving them from their employment. Two of the

ringleaders were brought before the chairman of the

quarter sessions; one was fined 4^., which was immedi-

ately paid by his comi-ades ;
and the other was discharged

unpunished, the magistrate at the same time addressing
the men upon the illegality and disgraceful nature of

their proceedings.
At the Central Criminal Court on the 23rd, Elizabeth

Gilday, a decent, careworn looking woman, with an
infant in her arms, surrendered to take her trial for

Bigamy. The evidence proved that in June, 1835, the

prisoner was married to her first husband, who turned
out to be an habitual felon, and she suffered brutal ill-

treatment at his hands. Subsequently he was trans-

ported for seven years, leaving her with one child quite
destitute, whom it appeared she had honestly brought
up by hard labour, and her conduct had been most

exemplary. Once during her husband's period of trans-

portation he had written to her, and hearing no more of
him she married again in August, 1847, John Fletcher,
with whom she still lived, and had two children. Her
second husband was a most respectable man and much
attached to her, and they lived comfortably until the

return of the first husband from transportation about
three months ago. The jury found her guilty, but re-

commended her to mercy, and she was sentenced to one
month's imprisonment.
At the last Surrey quarter sessions, the subject of

Enormous Increase of Crime in the county, and the

deficiency in the police arrangements, was introduced

by Mr. Austen, who moved for a committee to report
upon the means of adopting a rural police. The motion
was agreed to without opposition ; but Colonel Chaloner
remarked, that though the neighbouring county of
Essex was paying 16,000/. a- year for their constabulary,
this did not prevent the recent commission of a most
dreadful murder. Captain Mangles in supporting the
motion said, that the utmost terror prevailed in the

county, and a general feeling of insecurity existed in
the minds of the inhabitants, which was very much
increased by the dreadful occurrence .that had recently
taken place. For his own part, his own house had been
armed for a long time, and he never went to bed without

having a six-barrelled revolving pistol under his pillow.
An inquest has been held at Guy's Hospital on the

body of a lad named Robert Minton, an apprentice to a
tailor in the city, who, it was alleged, had Died from
Neglect. It appeared that he worked from six o'clock
in the morning tiU ten and eleven at night, and on
Saturdays still later

;
that his bed was dirty, his sheets

not having been washed for three years. His mother
stated that his master's wife treated him unkindly. He
had come home some days before, and said he was very
bad

;
he was crying, and said,

"
Oh, God has heard my

prayer." He begged of witness to take him away from
his place. The mother went to the mistress, and asked
her to lot the deceased have a basin of gruel, as he wag
very ill. The reply was,

" Gruel indeed ; what next ?"
The jury found that the lad had died of typhus fever,
and gave their opinion that he had been very unkindly
treated.

Several men have died from Drinking Spirits to

Excess. A large body were employed at Liverpool in

repairing an embankment, when a puncheon of rum
was washed ashore from a wrecked vessel. They im-

mediately seized the prize, disputing and fighting for
its contents. In every direction the men were to be seen

prostrate from the eft'ects of their immoderate draughts,
and it is matter of astonishment that many did not

perish in endeavouring to reach their homes through an
adjoining marsh. Two or three were taken up dead,
and several others in a dangerous state. One of the
dead was a strong young man of twenty-five, who has
left a widow and family.
A Number of cases of Crime have occurred during

this month, the details of which it has been found
impossible to give ;

but they have been briefly noticed
in the Summary.

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT AND
DISASTER.

Accounts have been received of the Shipwreck of the

Mary Florence, a vessel which left England in February
last with a supply of coals for the Peninsular and
Oriental Steam Navigation Company at Aden. This
disaster was attended with most melancholy circum-
stances. The master. Captain Christopher Short, had a
small share in the vessel. He was accompanied by his wife,
and the crew, consisting of first and second officers,

carpenter, steward, and twelve seamen. The ship, as he
states, came in sight of the Comoro Islands in the

Mozambique Channel on the 25th of May, and Cape
Guardafi, on the 3rd of June. The latter is a head-

land, forming the extreme eastern portion of the African

coast, a few hundred miles S.E. of the port of Aden
and the entrance of the Red Sea. It was about four
o'clock in the afternoon when the Cape, as the master

supposed it to be, was sighted
—

though, from what has
since transpired, it is evident he was mistaken, and that
he had taken the tops of high mountains inland for the
headland of the point. This mistake proved fatal, for

in the course of the night the ship ran ashore. An
unsuccessful attempt was made next day to get her off

with the assistance of the natives, who afi'ected to be

friendly, and it was determined to land the ship's stores

and other valuables on the beach. On the afternoon of
the second day, as the weather was becoming boisterous,
it was determined to eflect a passage for Mrs. Short, but
this was no sooner done than the natives seized her, and
drove the sailors who accompanied her into the sea.

Captain Short believing, it would seem, that any
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attempt to rescue his wife and comrades would "be

unavailing, left the place next day in the long-boat
with the romaining portion of his crew. They took a

course along the coast, and after enduring great privation
and barbarous treatment from the natives wherever

they Jandcd, they succeeded in reaching Mmscat.
As soon as Captain Short had partially recovered from

the exposure and privation he had endured during the
fifteen days and nights at sea in the long boat, he sought
a. passage in the first vessel for Bombay. On his arrival

there he communicated the circumstances to the

authorities, and prevailed on them to despatch a steamer
to attempt the rescue of his wife and the portion of his

crew who were left behind. Before she sailed, however,
intelligence arrived from Aden that a portion of the crew
had been taken off the coast by Captain Ramsay, of the

Columbia, on the 12th ofAugust ;
but that the remainder,

and also Mrs. Short, had perished in an attempt to

escape from the natives. It is now ascertained that

poor Mrs. Short, with the other sufferers, met their fate

on the evening of the same day that they landed from
the wreck. She contrived to free herself from the

clutches of the natives, and rushed down to the beach
where the boat's crew were asseml)led. They managed
to get the boat which broke away from the wreck when
Captain Short was about coming off with assistance

;

and at the earnest entreaties of Mrs. Short it was
determined to make an attempt to regain the ship.
Amidst so great a surf it appeared hopeless, but the fear

of remaining in the hands of the natives cturing the

night induced them to risk it. The boat was got off,

but was soon swamped, and all of them perished.
The Overland Mail has brought news of the Wreck of

Three Fine Indiamen. The Ariadne of Greenock sailed

from Calcutta for England in July ;
and about three

weeks afterwards a wreck was discovered near Palmyras'
Point, on the coast of India, which proved to be the

Ariadne, without a living soul on board. The chief

mate was picked up by a steamer, twelve days after the

vessel was wrecked ;
he had reached the land on a spar,

and was nearly dead from exhaustion. It appeared
from what he said that the master and crew had been
carried out to sea on a raft, in a gale of wind, and it was

apprehended that all had perished.
—The Manchester, of

London, was wrecked off the Sangor Islands on the 6th

of August, a few days sail from Calcutta ; the people on
board escaped by the boats before she went to pieces.

—
And the Nereid, also of London, foundered on the

morning of the 9th] of July, but the crew were saved.

The loss of the three ships exceeded 100,000i. sterling.
A thief Met his Death by a dreadful accident on the

24tli of September, at the Derby Railway Station. A
middle-aged man, of rather shabby exterior, had been
observed in the station-yard in the course of the evening.
The London mail-train arrived as usual at half past ten,
and the stoker imagined he could detect a slight collision

when near a luggage-train that had arrived shortly
before. Upon mentioning this circumstance, an exami-
nation took place, when the body of the man who had
been observed in the yard in .the former part of the

evening, was discovered in a shockingly mutilated
condition. The whole of the carriages had passed over

it. Near to the body were three parcels which he had
succeeded in extracting from the luggage-carriages, and
it appeared evident that he was engaged in robbing the

carriages when the London train came up.
On the 28th of September an Explosion of Fire-damp

took place at Coed Poeth coalpits, near Wrexham,
whereby three men were killed and two others despe-

rately injured. At the inquest on their bodiea a verdict

was returned of Accidental Death. The jury recorded

their opinion that no blame could be attached to the

proprietor or to the manager of the pit, it being found,
on examination, ventilated in the usual way. During
the examination of one of the witnesses, it transpired
that the pit was much more subject to sulphur than any
other pit in that part. The coroner drew the attention

of all present to the importance of using the safety-lamp.
The men, in reply, said that it gave so imperfect a light

they could not get near as much coal with the safety-

lamp as they could do with a candle. The coroner
contended that was a trifling consideration compared
with the misery entailed by these di'eadl'ul accidents.

On the evening of the 29th ult., a.s the down-train was
proceeding between Walcot and Upton Magna stations,
a man named Daniel Burgess, a groom in the employ of
Mr. Nightingale and Captain Muckleston of Shrewsbury,
was riding in the guard's or break van with several

others, among whom was his wife, standing up (there

being no room for them in the carriages) ;
he was

leaning against the side-doors, when they flew open, and
he was precipitated out. The train was going at great
speed at the time. Immediate search was made for

Burgess, who was discovered near the opposite rails with
his skull dreadfully fractured, and quite dead. It is

supposed that in falling his head must have pitched
against the rail on the other line, the concussion of

which, from the gi'eat velocity of the train, must have
caused instant death. He has left a wife and tea
children.
The extensive premises of Messrs. Brooke, tallow

melters and chandlers, in the Southwark Bridge Road,
were Burnt Down on the night of the 3rd. While the
workmen were melting tallow in a large pan, the mass

caught fire
;
the men attempted to smother it, but were

obliged to retreat, and in a few moments the flames

spread in every direction. An engine-station was placed
immediately opposite the spot, and in five minutes the

engine was at work
;
but from the combustible nature of

the stock, the firemen could do nothing to save the fac-

tory ; however, they prevented the fire from getting
a firm hold on the contiguous buildings.
Mr. Hatchwell the station-master at Bui-y St. Edmunds,

and Mr. Walton, the station-master at Thurston, on the
Eastern Union Railway, were Accidentalhj Killed on
the morning of the 4th. Having some business which

required speedy conveyance, they seated themselves on
the top of one of the carriages ; and in passing under a

bridge, their heads struck the arch with a force which
caused the instant death of both. At the inquest, the

engineer of the line stated that their riding on the roof
of the carriage, was a breach of discipline, and that they
had subjected themselves to dismissal for leaving their

stations without order. They had been ten years in the
service of the company.
Mr. M'Neil, sheriff substitute of Wigtonshire, was

Killed on the 5th, by a fall from his dog-cart. The
horse took fright, and the boy who drove being unable
to hold him, Mr. M'Neil, in seizing the reins, was
thrown upon the road and almost immediately expired.
A Fatal Accident took place on the 6th, in the

Bristol Channel. A party of gentlemen hired a boat at

Bristol to take a trip down the Channel. It blew a
stiff gale when they set out

;
and the boat, through the

mismanagement of an amateur steersman, was capsized
on the return homewards. Seven of the party were
saved by some boats which happened to be near ; but
four—Mr. Evan Jefferies, Mr. Thomas Rich, Mr. George
Packer, and Mr. William Lodge (who was the steers-

man), were unfortunately drowned.
There was A Storm of extraordinary extent and

violence on Sunday and Monday, the 6th and 7th. The
wind, from the South and West-south-west, drove the

water out of the Thames to such an extent, that at low
tide on Monday the river was almost unnavigable. In
the Pool, tiers of vessels were aground ;

and even the

small steamers could not ply above bridge.
—At Notting-

ham, much damage was done to buildings. A tall and

insecurely-built stack of chimneys, with portions of the

roof, fell into a street at a place where a number of

persons had assembled round Wombwell's show
;
a boy

was killed on the spot, and a woman was so maimed
that her life is in danger, and a good many other persons
were seriously hurt.—Disasters to shipping are reported
from the coasts at all points, but in most cases without
loss of life. The Juttrow Jantje, a Dutch galliot, was
wrecked in the East Bay of Dungeness, and only one
man of the crew was saved.—'I'he storm was very
violent at Dover. The sea rose to a great height,

flooding the quays and promenades. The works which
were being carried on for the construction of the harbour
of refuge were completely destroyed. Enormous piles,

eighteen inches square, were snapped asunder, and

everything upon them overthrown. Three large diving-

bells, which were used in the construction of the works,
were carried away into the sea. The works have been
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entirely suspended ; the damage done amounts to

many thousand pounds.—At Liverpool, great damage
was done to the shipping, even in the docks. A
tine ship, the Providence, which left the port on

Sunday for the coast of Africa, struck on the Burbo
Bank, at the mouth of the Mersey. As soon as the
accident was known, the Magazine life-boat was taken

by a steam-tug to the locality, and managed to rescue
thirteen persons ; but the first and second ma'e, and

twenty-one of the crew perished. The Arcturus, from

Ibrail, struck on Crosby Point, and became a total wreck;
the pilot and first mate were drowned. The Aurora,
from Cardiff, was also lost, near Holyhead ;

but her

people escaped.
—Two vessels were lost on the sands ofi'

Yarmouth, within sight of a fishing-lugger, which
could render no assistance. One ship was dashed to

pieces ;
the other struck the sands, got ofi' again, and

then foundered : every soul perished. From the size of
the vessels, it is calculated that twenty men must have
been drowned.-—Many wrecks and minor casualties are

reported from Wales, but without loss of life.

On the 8th, about noon, a Boat was Lost belonging to

the Dolphin, revenue-cutter, containing five men, cue a
custom-house officer, and four rowers. When leaving a

brig they had boarded opposite Woolwich Dockyard, they
cast ofi' at the moment the Sylph, Woolwich Company's
steam-packet, was approaching; and before the boat
could get out of the way and the steamer eased, it was
cut in two, and the whole of the men went under the
wheel of the steamer. Four of the men were saved ;

but one, named Manning, was drowned, and another

severely hurt. There was no blame attached to the

Sylph, as her captain and crew did ail in their power to

avert the accident.

On the 8th, an Explosion occurred at the powder-
mills of Messrs. Hall, near Favcrsham. Providentially
the workmen were not in the mill at the time

;
and the

damage was confined to the destruction of the building
in which the explosion took place.
A little boy of seven years old was literally Cut to

Pieces at Newton, near Mabgate, in Yorkshire, on the
9th. He was the son of Smith Deuce, a brick-maker,
and had gone into the brick-shed where his father
worked. The clay in this yard is worked by machinci'y,
being put into an aperture filled with clay-knives, and
the whole set in motion by steam-power. The engine on
this occasion was at work, and the poor child accidentally
fell in amongst the knives, and was instantly killed.

A Destructive Fire broke out on the evening of the

19th, on the premises of Mr. Bennington, a painter and

glazier, in Grange Road, Bcrmondsey, in consequence
of Mr. Bennington having let a lighted candle fall into

some liquid vai-nish which he was preparing. Several

engines were speedily on the spot, but owing to the
want of water they were comparatively useless, and Mr.
Bennington's premises, his furniture, stock in trade,
were totally consumed. He was not insured, and his

family, who a few hours preWously were in comparatively
affluent circumstances, have been reduced to a state of
utter destitution.

On the 19th, Mr. Longfield, a druggist in Leeds, was

nearly killed by the Imprudent use of' Naphtha; while

pouring this substance from a large into a smaller Tcssel,
it ignited at a lamp which he had placed on the floor

near the vessel. In a moment he was enveloped in

flames, and was so dreadfully burned that for some time
it was doubted whether he would recover.
On the evening of the 23rd a young man was Killed

at the terminus of the London and South-Western
RaUwaj', Waterloo Road. A number of men were en-

gaged at the usual hour making ready the train for

Southampton, when Thomas Mai-tin, one of the com-

pany's porters, made an attempt to cross through a

vacancy between a number of carriages. Unfoi-tuuately
at that instant six or seven men, who did not perceive

j

that Martin was crossing the rails, ]mshed a number of

carriages forward with such violence as to force the

poor fellow against the bufi'ers of the carriages. He was
j

speedily extricated, and removed to St. Thomas's Hos-
pital, where he died soon after his admission.
On the night of the 23rd, a bailiff named Andy was

Shot Dead atNewto^\^l, in Tipperai-y. He went to serve
in order from the Tipperary 13ank on Luby, a farmer

who, on seeing liim enter, deliberately laid hold of his

gun, and advancing to within two or three yards of him
fired, and literally tore open the belly and side of the
unfortunate man. It is needless to say he died instan-

neously. The poor man had sent his wife to America
last summer, and expected to join her as soon as she
would be able to send him a remittance.

SOCIAL, SANITARY, AND MUNICIPAL
PROGRESS.

One of the letters on " Labour and the Poor," recently

published in the Morning Chronicle, contains some
Remarkable Omnibus Statistics. The total number of

omnibuses traversing the streets of London is about

3000, paying duty (including mileage) , averaging 91. per
month each, or 324,000^. per annum. The number of

conductors and drivers is about 700, paying annually 6s.

each for their licenses, or 1750/. collectively. The
receipts of each vehicle vary from 21. to il. per day ;

estimating the whole 3000 "at SI., it follows that the

entire sum expended annually in omnibus hire by the

people of London amounts to no less than 3,285,000/.
The average journey, as regards length, of each omnibus,
is six miles, and that distance is, in some cases, travelled

twelve times a day by each omnibus. Taking the ave-

rage as between forty-five and fifty miles a day travelled

by each omnibus, and computing the omnibuses running
daily at SO ;0, we find '• a travel" of upwards of 140,000
miles daily, or a yearly

"
ti-avel

" of more than fifty
millions of miles. On each of its journeys, an omnibus
carries on the average fifteen persons. Nearly all are

licensed to carry twenty-two (thirteen inside and nine

out), and that number perhaps is sometimes exceeded,
while fifteen is a fair computation ;

for as every omnibus
has now the fares of 3d. and 6d., there are two sets of

passengers, and the numberof fifteen through the whole
distance on each journey of the omnibus, is (as has been

said,) a fair computation, for sometimes the vehicle is

almost empty, as a set-off' to its being crammed at other

times. This computation shows the daily
"
travel,"

reckoning ten journeys a day, of 450,000 passengers.
Thus we might be led to believe that about one-fourth
of the entire population of the metropoHs and its suburbs—men, women, and children

;
the inmates of hospitals,

gaols, and workhouses ; paupers, peers, and their families

all included—were daily travelling in omnibuses. But
it must be borne in mind that as most omnibus travellers

use that convenient mode of conveyance at least twice a

day, we may compute the number of individuals at

225,000, or, allowing three journeys as an average daily
travel, at 150,000. The extent of individiial travel per-
formed by some of the omnibus di-ivers is enormous.
One man stated that he had driven " his bus "

72 miles

(12 stages of six miles) every day for six years, with the

exception of twelve miles less every second Sunday, so

that tliis man had drivpu in six years, 179,568 mdes.
An E.irperimental School for Juvenile Delinquents has

been formed at Aberdeen by Mr. Watson, the sheriff.

A preliminary meeting was held on the evening of the

7th, in the soup-kitchen in Loch Street, which has been

appropriated for the school. About thirty young thieves

were present. A plentiful supply of cofl'ee and rolls was

provided ;
and they appeai-ed greatly delighted with

thei)' treat. The sheriff urged the boys to come back
next morning at eight, to be fed, taught, and amused all

day, and get home in tlie evening at seven. They would
have (he said) a little work to do, they would get
abundance of food, useful instruction, and plenty of play.
The school would be open for two months, and by that

time, he hoped employment would be got for the big

boys, and the younger might be transferred to one of
the Juvenile Industrial Schools. On his appealing to

them whether they wished to live honestly or not,
vehement responses of "

Yes, yes," were rctui-ned. In
answer to their previous statement, that their parents

required them to do something to help them, the sheriff

said that nothing was more necessary than that their

parents should get food, but if they came to the school

and gave sufficient evidence of their need, they would
get it, or the boys might take it home to them at night.
This promise drew forth joyous expressions. The boys
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all agr«ed to come to the school, expressing their willing-
ness to work. The ages of the' boys were thirteen and
under—none being admitted above thirteen years of age.
On the opening of the school, twenty-two boys presented
themselves and were next day admitted. Since then,
the attendance has continued the same, and the attention
to work and study has been, with the aid of a little

corporal castigation, very satisfactory.
An act of Mtmificfnt Charity has been done by Miss

Howard, of York Place. She has assigned over to

trustees 45,000/., for the erection of twenty-one houses
on her property at Pinner, near ^Harrow, in the form of
a crescent; the centre house for the trustees, the other

twenty houses for the use of twenty widows, who are to

occupy them free of rent and taxes, and also to receive
50/. a-year clear of all deductions. The widows of naval
men to have the preference, then those of military men,
and, lastly, those of clergymen ;

none but persons of

good character to be selected, to be chosen or dismissed
for misconduct by the trustees. The deed is now
enrolled in Chancery, and approved of by the Lord
Chancellor. The trustees are the Earl of Fingal, and
W. A. Mackinnon, Esq., M.P.
The Free Grammar School at Richmond, erected as a

testimonial to the memory of the late Canon Tate, who
was one of the most successful teachers in England, was
opened with much ceremony on the 3rd. The Arch-

bishop of York, the Bishop of Ripon, the Earl of

Zetland, the Earl of Lovelace, the Mayor and Corpora-
tion ofRichmond, with many other persons of distinction,
took part in the proceedings.A general meeting of the Society for Promotiny
Christian Knowlcrlr/e, was held on the 1st of October

;

Archdeacon Sinclair in the chair. It appeared by a
letter from the Bishop of Montreal (Dr. Fulford), that
he had arrived in his diocese, and met with a gratifying
reception both from clergy and laity. Various letters

were read from several eolonial prelates, including the

Bishops of Toronto, Quebec, Fredricton, Adelaide,
Newfoundland, Antigua, and Cape Town, and grants
were voted towards the erection of churches and other

ohjects in their several sees. On the application of

Dr. Gobat, Bishop of the English Church in Jerusalem,
a large supply of the Society's version of psalms in

Arabic was granted for distribution in the East. An
interesting letter fi-om the Rev. William Armstrong,
chaplain at Valparaiso, respecting the exemplary
conrmunity forming the population of Pitcairn's Island,
was listened to with much interest. The sum of 1,000/.
was voted towards the new bishopric in the settlement of

Canterbury, New Zealand. ; and 3,000/. was placed at the

disposal of the Bishop of Toronto, towards the endow-
ment of a college in connection with the Church of

England in his diocese. Many schools and lending
libraries in England and Wales were aided with gi-ants
of books, as were also poor emigrants quitting the

English shore.
His Royal Highness Prince Albert has Presented a

Donation of 50/. in aid of the Association for the Estab-
lishment of Evening Classes for young men.
On the 10th, the Common Council of London Voted a

Grant of one hundred guineas in aid of the Jews' Free
School, where 1100 children are well and morally taught.
A similar tram was granted to the Church of England
Sunday Scliool Institute.

The New Stamp Act came into operation on the 10th
inst. The following are some of its most important
articles. An agreement, or memorandum of an agree-
ment, where the matter shall be of the value of 20/. or

upwards, will be liable to a duty of only 2s. 6f/. where
the same does not exceed 1080 words, and according to

its length, a progressive duty of 2s. 6f/. On bonds not

exceeding 50/. the duty 'vrdl be only Is. M
;
and so on.

The ad valorem dutj will be charged to 7s 6c/. on 300/.,
and when the same shall exceed 300/., then for every
100/., and also for any fractional part of 100/., the charge
win be 2s. Gd. The several kinds of bonds known in

the law are set forth, and the duties prescribed according
to the amount. With respect to conveyances of ]n-opcrty ,

where the purchase or consideration therein or thereupon
expressed shall not exceed 25/., a duty of 2s. Gd., and so

on progressively to GOO/., when the duty will be 3/., and
10s. for every additional 100/. As to leases of lands,

tenements, &c., at a yearly rent without premium, the

duty will be according to the yearly rent, from 6rf. to

10s., which last mentioned duty will be when the rent

does not exceed 100/. The ad valoremis charged on the

premium paid. On mortgages the duty will be Is. 3d.,
where the sura does not exceed 50/., up to 7s. 6f/., for

300/. ;
and beyond that sum, 2s. 6d. for every additional

100/. Settlements are liable to a higher rate of duty ;

when the value of the property settled upon any good
or valuable consiticriition, other than a bo}tu fide

pecuniary consideration, does not exceed 100/., the duty
will be 5s., and an additional 5s. on every 100/. Sellers

of receipt stamps are now allowed 11. lOs. in the 100/.,
in lieu of one half per cent.

The New County Courts Act contains a provision
under which actions can be tried in the County Court for

more than 50/. It is enacted by the 17th section, that

if the parties shall agree, by a memorandum signed by
them or their attorneys, the County Court may try
actions beyond the amount limited, or any actiim in

which the title to land, whether of freehold, copyhold,
leasehold, or other tenure, or to any tithe, toll, market,
or other franchise, shall be in question. It also contains

a provision respecting professional remuneration, where-

by an attorney shall be entitled to a sum not exceeding
1/. 10s. for his fees and costs, where the debt or demand
claimed shall not exceed 35/., or 21. in any other cause

within the jurisdiction given by the act
;
and in no case

shall any fee exceeding 2/. 4s. Gd. be allowed for employ-
ing a barrister as counsel in the cause, and the expense
of employing a barrister or any attorney either by plain-
tiff or defendant shall not be allowed on taxation of

costs unless by order of the judge.
A Temperance Festival was held on the 14th, at the

London Tavern. The company, between five and six

hundred, were entertained with tea, speeches, and

"temperance melodies." The principal speaker was
Mr. George Cruickshank, the celebrated artist, who was

vehemently applauded. He was there, he said, to

declare his adhesion to that great and glorious cause.

He had been a teetotaller three years and a half; he
was sorry he had not been so all his life ; bnt he would

Iceep the pledge now as long as he existed. He had
twice had wine prescribed as a medicine, but he had
refused it at the risk of his life. In the room in which

they were assembled, all the great national interests had
been from time to time advocated ;

he had himself acted

as steward on occasions when the late lamented Duke
of Cambridge presided—great and glorious occasions, but
none of them surpassing in importance that on which

they were assembled. It was gratifying to behold
a meeting of teetotallers in one of the first rooms in the

City of London, where wine had flowed in torrents, not
to mention oceans of brandy and whiskey-piuich. He
recently attended a costermongers' supper and ball, both
which pas>;ed off very pleasantly ; two drunken men
forced themselves into the assembly with a view to

create a disturbance, hut the good sense and sobriety of

the company completely defeated their object. He
regretted that he had not the means of rendei-ing pecu-

niaiy assistance to this cause, but he hoped to be able to

aid it with his pencil or pen. From his previous efforts

in this way he had not derived the least profit ; but if

they had promoted the temperance cause in the slightest

degree, he was satisfied. It appeared by a statement
read by one of the secretaries, that it is intended to

make some characteristic demonstration at the time of

the great Industrial Exhibition of 1851.

A new mode of Appropi-iation of the Prisons of the

Metropolis to distinct classes of olFenders came into opera-
tion at the beginning of this month. All the female

prisoners, and all mule prisoners under seventeen years
of age, were removed from the House of Correction at

Colcibathfields to the House of Correctiim at West-
minster

;
and all male prisoners above seventeen were

removed fnmi the latter place to Coldbathfields. Pri-

soners committed under the Hackney Carriage Act, and
for want of sureties, were removed from both those

l)risons to the House of Detention. Nearly 900 persons
were thus transposed.

Negotiations have been entered into with the Lords
of the Admiralty and Government authorities for the

establishment of a Svbmarine Telegraph aaoss St.
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George's Chan/nei, upon a similar though much more
extensive scale to that now being undertaken between
England and France. From the extreme western coast
of Ireland to Halifax, the nearest telegraphic station in

America, the distance is 2155 miles
;
and as this might

be accomplished by the steamers in five or six days, it

is apprehended that England, by means of telegraphic
communication, may be put in possession of intelligence
from America in six days, instead of as now in twelve or
fourteen.

All operations connected with the Submarine Telegraph
between England and France are now suspended till

next spring. The interval will be employed in manu-
facturing the wire cables and other apparatus, so that
the electric line may be completed by May. Messrs.
Fox & Henderson, the contractors for the completing of
the Cork and Bandon Railway, have been declared con-
tractors for making the wire cables.
An inquiry of a very serious character, which has been

going on for some time into the character of some of the
Cadets at the Royal Military Academy, Woolicich, has
been brought to a close. In consequence of some prac-
tices too gross to be particularised, by some of the
students who had recently joined from the new training
school at Carshalton, the Master-General of the Ord-
nance ordered a committee of inquiry to assemble and
investigate the cii'cumstances. The first result was the
dismissal of three students from the Academy, who had
been convicted of these practices. The result of the
labours of the committee has been the expulsion of six
more out of the ten students who had joined the Aca-
demy, making nine in all, and the peremptory dismissal
of twenty-three scholars from the Carshalton School.

The recent act "to amend the Law relating to

Benefices in Plurality," provides that no person ap-
pointed to the deanery of any cathedral church shall be
allowed to hold the office of head ruler of any college or
hall within cither the Universities of Oxford or Cam-
bridge, or the office of provost of Eton College, or of
warden of Winchester College, or of master of the

Charter-house, together with his deanery. This enact-
ment is not to apply to the dean ofthe Cathedral Church
of Christ in Oxford, as chief ruler of the college there
maintained. Heads of colleges in the universities are
not to hold cathedral preferment except in cases where
benefices or cathedral preferments may be permanently
attached to or form part of the endowment of the oftice.
A Ball was given to the Inmates of St. Luke's Hos-

pital, upon St. Luke's day, the 18th. It was the first

occasion of this kind which has taken place at St. Luke's,
and from the successful issue of the undertaking it may
be expected to be repeated. Between sixty and seventy
of the patients, men and women, were assembled at six
o'clock in the evening in the great hall, and music being
provided, they were quickly arranged in their places for
the old English country dance. This, with appropriate
changes, was kept up with great spirit until nine o'clock,
when all retired peaceably and cheerfully to their res-

pective apartments. The officers of the establishment,
with such nurses and attendants as could be spared from
the galleries, joined merrily in the dance. By this
means the confidence of the patients was secured, and
they showed themselves grateful for the enjoyment
afforded them, by entering into the amusement without
levity or boisterous conduct of any kind. There are at

present 196 patients in the hospital
—91 men and 105

women. The average of cure during the last year was
60

.J per cent., being a considerable improvement upon
former years.
The Board of Directors of the Asylum for Idiots have

just issued an appeal to the public. They have under
under their care, at Park House, Highgate, and Essex
Hall, Colchester, no less than 129 patients, and the
total number of persons the institution has dependent
upon it is 163. There are now 170 eligible patients
seeking admission at the ensuing election, and the board
can only venture to admit fifteen of the number. They
are anxious to erect a building properly adapted to the
care and education of the idiot, which, they say, ought
to contain not less than three hundred beds, and which
will be arranged so as to serve in all respects as a model
institution. Her Majesty has set an example ofpatronage
by a contribution of 250 guineas, so as to secure a

perpetual presentation to a bed, the right to be exercised

by the Prince of Wales.
On Friday, the 25th a Grand Banquet was given at

York by the Lord Mayor and municipality of that city,
in return for the banquet given in March last by the
Lord Mayor of London to the municipal towns of the
United Kingdom. The entertainment, given in the
Guildhall of York, was of the most splendid description.
It was honoured by the presence of Prince Albert,

ninety-four mayors of boroughs, representing all the
diff"erent portions of the United Kingdom ; and the

numerous company included Lord John Russell, several

members of the Government, and the Commissioners
for the Exhibition of 1851. Among the addresses after

dinner the greatest interest was excited by that of

Prince Albert, after his health had been proposed by
the Lord Mayor of York and drank with the utmost
enthusiasm. His Royal Highness dwelt upon the pre-

parations for and prospects of the approaching great Ex-
hibition.

"
I see," he said,

" in your anxiety to meet us,
her Majesty's Commissioners, again, a proof of your
earnest and continued zeal in the cause of the approach-
ing Exhibition. It could not be by the impetus of a

momentary enthusiasm, but only by a steady perse-
verance and sustained efforts, that you could hope to

carry out your great undertaking, and ensure for your-
selves and the nation an honourable position in the com-

parison which you have invited. If to cheer you on

your labours, by no means terminated, you should

require an assurance that that spirit of activity and

perseverance is abroad in the country, I can give you
that assurance on the ground of the information which
reaches us from all quarters ;

and I can add to it our

personal conviction, that the works in preparation will

be such as to dispel any apprehension for the position
which British industry will maintain. From abroad,

also, all accounts which we receive lead us to expect that

the works to be sent will be numerous and of a superior
character. Although we perceive in some countries an

apprehension that the advantages to be derived from
the Exhibition will be mainly reaped by England, and a

consequent distrust in the effects of our scheme upon
their own interests, we must, at the same time, freely
anil gratefully acknowledge that our invitation has been
received by all nations with whom communication was

possible, in that spirit of liberality and friendship in

which it was tendered, and that they are making great

exertions, and incurring great expenses, in order to

meet our plans." His Royal Highness paid a graceful
tribute to the memory of Sir Robert Peel

; observing

that, only at their last meeting they were admiring his

eloquence, and the earnestness with which he appealed
to them to uphold by their exertions and personal sacri-

fices what was to him the highest object, the honour of

his country. He concluded by saying that, viewing the

practical nature of the English character, he was pleased
when he saw the plan of the E.xhibition of 1851 undergo
its ordeal of doubt, discussion, and even opposition ;

and
that he hoped he might now gather, from the energy
with which its execution was pursued, that the nation

was convinced that it accorded with the interests of

England, and the position which she held in the world,
Lord John Russell, the Archbishop of York, the Earl

of Carlisle, the Lord Mayor of London, and other distin-

guished persons, also addressed the meeting.
A great Dimitiution of Crime in the counties of Glou-

cester and Somerset is "apparent from the reports made
to the Quarter Sessions for those counties, just concluded.

The tables from the House of Correction in Gloucester-

shire detailed a decrease in the number of prisoners, and
the disposition of those in charge was much improved.
There has been likewise a decrease in the cost of main-

taining these houses, of 25 per cent., owing partly to an
abundance of labour and partly to the cheapness of pro-
visions. In Somersetshire for the year ending Michael-

mas, 1849, there were 740 persons committed for trial
;

but in the year just ended, viz., at Michaelmas, the

committals were only 589, being a diminution of 152,
and the character of the various offences on the whole
has been much lighter. This satisfactory condition of

the country is to be attributed to the improved condition
of the working-classes, and the general sufficiency of

labour in the country.
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PERSONAL NARRATIVE.
The Queen and Prince Albert continued to enjoy the

tranquil residence at Balmoral till the 10th, on the

morning of which day they departed for the South. They
arrived at Edinburgh about seven in the evening. Pre-

parations had been made to give a loyal welcome ; and

among the features of the demonstration, was a bonfire

piled to the height of foi'ty feet on the summit of Arthur's
Seat. The blazing mass consisted of thirty tons of coal,
a vast quantity of wood saturated with oil and turpen-
tine, and a thousand tar-barrels. It was kindled at five

o'clock, and the flames arc said to have been seen by the

Queen for many miles of her route on both sides of the

Forth.—Her Majesty was received at the decorated

platform of the railway by Sheriff" Gordon and other

dignitaries ;
and a military escort lined the way to Holy-

rood Palace.—The Royal party left Edinburgh next

morning, and arrived in the evening at Buckingham
Palace

;
and on Saturday, the 12th, they went to Osborne.

The Duchess of Kent arrived in town on the 10th,
from Dalmahoy, the seat of the Earl of Morton, near

Edinburgh.
Intelligence has been received from the Arctic Expe-

dition in Search of Sir John FrMiklin. The North
Star, which went out as a tender-ship to the expedition
of Sir James Clark Ross a year and a half ago, returned

unexpectedly to Spithead on the 28th of September,
bringing dispatches from the ships of the four expedi-
ditions which went out early this year. The Prince

Albert, a ship dispatched in July last, under Captain
Forsyth, to make a special search beyond Brentford

Bay, returned to Aberdeen on the 29th ult. Dispatches
from Captain Ommaney, Captain Penny, Sir John Ross,
and Captain Forsyth, have been published by the

Admiralty ;
but they throw little or no light on the fate

of the missing voyagers. It appears that some Esqui-
maux were fallen in with near Cape York, who told a

story which was interpreted to be " that in the winter of

1846, when the snow was falling, two ships were broken

by the ice a good way off" in the direction of Cape Dudley
Diggs, and afterwards burned by a fierce and numerous
tribe of natives. The ships were not whalers— epau-
lettes were worn by some of the white men. A part of

the crews were drowned ; the remainder were some time
in huts or tents, apart from the natives

; they had guns,
but no balls, were in a weak and exhausted condition,
and were subsequently killed by the natives with darts

or arrows." This was the version given by one Adam
Beck, Captain Ross's Esquimaux interpreter; but

Captain Penny's interpreter was totally at variance with
the other, whom he called a liar ;

and the commanders of

the expedition were incredulous as to the story. From
the information brought by the Prince Albert, it appears
that what seemed to be traces of the missing expedition
had been found in the direction of the Wellington
Channel, a situation that was considered likely. These

were, the vestiges of five tents, and the remains of pro-

visions, probably left by a party who had lost their ship
or ships, but how long ago there were no means of

judging. There was a piece of rope, which was sent

home for examination, and appears to have been pro-

bably a part of the Arctic stores sent from Chatham to

Woolwich for the Erebus and Terror, in 1845. The
search was going on, by all the parties engaged in it,

with undiminished zeal and activity.
On the 28th of September, Mr. Alderman Musgrove

was elected Lord Mayor of London. The Sheriff's for

the ensuing year are Alderman Robert Watson Gordon,
cutler, and Mr. G. Edm. Hodgkinson, spectacle-maker.
The Right Hon. J. H. Monahan, late Attorney-Gen-

eral in Ireland, has been appointed Chief Justice of the
Common Pleas, subject to any reduction in the salary
and income of the office which Parliament may make, in
accordance with the report of the committee of the
House of Commons upon official, diplomatic, and judi-
cial salaries. Mr. Hatchcll, the Solicitor - General
(M.P. for Windsor), becomes Attorney-General, and
the Solicitor-Generalship is conferred upon Mr. Henry
George Hughes, Q.C., an eminent member of the

Chancery bar.

The Rev. Dr. Townsend, recently made Dean ofWater-
ford, is raised to the vacant Bishopric of Meath. The
see of Meath yields an annual income of 4000/., with
extensive patronage.
Lord Gough has received the freedom of the burgh of

Inverness. His first triumph in the field was as a lieu-

tenant of light infantry in the 78th Highlanders, raised
in the immediate vicinity of Inverness. The name of
Lord Gough immediately succeeds that of Prince Albert
on the burgess roll of Inverness.
The late Viee-Chancellor Sir James Wigram has re-

tired upon an annuity of 3500/.

Oittuaru of ^aXniU l$txian^.
The Baroness de Neumann, nee Lady Augustus Somerset,

eldest daughter of the Duke and Duchess of Beaufort, and wife
of Baron Neumann, formerly Austrian Minister at the Coiu-t of
St. James's, died in childbed at Vienna, on the 20th ult.

Mrs. Maclean, the wife of D. Maclean, Esq., M.P. fur Oxford,
was killed in the prime of life, at Castellamare, near Naples, on
the 20th ult. She was taking a drive in her carriage, wlien the
horses took fright and nm away, and she sustained such severe

injuries that she expired a few hours afterwards.
Lord Leigh died at Bonn on the 27th of September, in his

60th year. He had left England some weeks before, for the
benefit of his health.
Thomas Amyott, Esq., F.R.S., and F.S.A., for many years

Treasurer to the Society of Antiquaries, died on the 28th ult. at
his residence, 13, James Street, Buckingham Gate, in the 76th

year of his age.
Rkar-Admirai. Sir J. Marshall died on the 30th ult. at Pen-

dyflfryn, near Conway, the residence of General Sir C. Smith, in

consequence of a fall from a gig. He was in the 65th year of his

age, had been in the navy half a century, and was a distinguished
officer.

Mr. James Ingram, proprietor and landlord of the Fox Inn at

Woodford, in Gloucestershire, died on the 2nd, in his 93rd year.
He was the last survivor of the crew of the Royal George, which
sank at Spithead on the 19th of August, 1782, having escaped
almost miraculously the fate of his companions. Mr. Ingram
had seen a great deal of service, having been at the siege of

Gibraltar, and in many naval actions. His sight and health

were remarkably good up to within a short time of his death.

He was well known on the old coach-road from Gloucester to

Bristol, as the coachmen used frequently to pull up to allow

their passengers to see a veteran whose life had been marked by
so singular an incident.

Miss Sarah Biffin, the celebrated miniature-painter, who was
bom without hands or arms, died at Liverpool on the 2nd, at the

age of 66. For many years she supported herself by her art
;
but

as age came on she fell into distressed circumstances, till a small

annuity was purchased for her by subscription, through the

benevolent exertions of Mr. Richard Rathbone of Liverpool.
Major-General Wingrove, of the Koyal Marines, died on

the 7th, aged 70.

The Rev. Dr. Thackeray, Provost of King's College, Cam-

bridge, died at his residence in Wimpole Street, on the 21st, at

the age of 73.

Sir William Wrixon Becher, Bart., died a few days ago at

Ballygiblen, his seat in Ireland. He formerly represented
Mallow in the House of Commons, and in 1S31 he assumed the

name of "
Becher," in lieu of his patronymic, in accordance with

the will of his mother's brother, and was that year created a

baronet. He was bom in 1780, and m:\rried in 1820 Miss

O'Neill, the celebrated tragic actress, who survives him, by
whom he leaves issue three sons and two daughtei-s, his eldest

son Henry, born in Sept., 1826, succeeding to the baronetcy.
The Duke of Palmella died at lasbon, on the 12th. He was

buried with great pomp and royal honours.

COLONIES AND DEPENDENCIES.

THE apparently settled tranquillity of India continues to be matter of congratulation, but whkpera of a

coming storm against the Directors grow more and more distinct and ominous as the time approaches for

Sir Charles Napier's return. He had selected the 5th of November as the day on which to begin his liome-

ward journey ; and this may'possibly prefigure both the extent of the meditated "
blow-up," and its interception

by some wary Monteagle.
From the Colonies there is no worse or better tidings than the election of Dr. Lang to the LcgislatiTe
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Council of New South. Wales as Member for the City of Sydney. The contest was a narrow one, and its

result may prove not unimportant. It exhibits the present strength of the democratic party in New South
Wales in a somewhat grave light, and ought to receive proper attention from the authorities in Downing
Street.

The accounts by the last Overland Mail are from

Bombay to the 17th September, Calcutta to the 7th

September, and Hong Kong to the 24th August.
The whole of British India was tranquil, but the

petty civil war on the Nizam's borders still continued.
The native state of Oude seems inclined to rival the

Nizam's territories in anarchy and misgovernment. It

will be remembered that some months since an English
officer was killed and two guns lost in an attack on
the fort of a refractory vassal of the King of Oude. A
second event of the same nature has occurred. The
Rajah of Esanuggur had shown himself for some time

unwilling to pay the portion of revenue due from him
to the Oude government, and it became the duty of

Lieutenant P. Orr to obtain tliese dues from him
;
but

before resorting to more stringent measures he impru-
dently determined on an interview with the Rajah, who
came attended by 200 armed followers. Lieutenant Orr
had with him only a Jemadar's party of Sepoys. A
discxission ensued, which terminated with blows. Lieu-
tenant Orr received eleven wounds (seven were severe),
and was with great difficulty carried oif by liis party,
who behaved very well, and sustained considerable loss.

The Rajah lost on his part his brother-in-law and three

followers, and was himself wounded. As soon as the

Rajah's followers had seen their master safe into his

fort (which immediately opened a fire of grape on Lieu-
tenant Orr's party), they commenced a pursuit, from
which Lieutenant Orr with difficulty escaped into the
districts of a rival Rajah.
The present aspect of the Punjaub is most encouraging;

the population, now disarmed, have settled down into

then- former habits of industry. The breadth of land
under cultivation this season is said to be unprecedented,
and the crops are everywhere most promising.

Sir Charles Napier was to begin his homeward
journey from Simla on the 5th of November, and the

Governor-general was expected to return from Konawui-
to Simla at the end of September. It was then expected
that his Lordship would visit the Punjaub.

Sir Charles Napier has issued a general order con-

demnatory of the conduct of those commanding ofRcers

who neglected to read and explain to their regiments
the orders issued in October, 1849, by the Governor-
General and Commander-in-Chief, with, a view to pre-

paring the minds of the Sepoys for the withdrawal of

Scinde allowances. To this neglect on the part of Major
Troup, of the 66th Native Intantiy, it will be remem-
bered that the mutiny and consequent disbandment of

that regiment were attributed by Sir Charles. In this

order the Commander-in-Chief very clearly
defines the

duties of officers commanding regiments, brigades, and
divisions

;
and states that his own period of service with

the " noble Indian army
"

will very soon close.

The most important piece of intelligence from Hong-
Kong is the continuation of the fearful mortality among
the troops, which we noticed in last month's " Narra-
tive." This mortality was chiefly in the 59th regiment,
which had lost ninety men in about two months

; while,
among the Europeans belonging to the Engineers and
the Artillery no unusiial sickness had prevailed, and the

community generally was healthy. This sickness, there-

fore, is ascribed to the unhealthiness of the barracks and
the want of sufficient sanitary precautions. The mor-

tality, however, had begun to abate.
A formidable Insurrection against the Chinese govern-

ment had broken out in the province of Kwang-si. The
leader, who is named Li-tiug-pang, is said to be at the
head of 50,000 men. He has assumed the title borne by the
highest Tartar generals, and threatens to exterminate
the present and restore the old Chinese dynasty.

for 'the remunerative production of this plant; and
Pembroke Hall, an estate adjacent to Kingston, has
been leased for that purpose.
A coloured woman, named Moss, died in Kingston oa

the 1st of September, at the extraordinary Age of 150
Years. She was until within a short time of her dis-
solution in the enjoyment of all her faculties, and had
not known a day's sickness during the last forty years of
her existence.

The Rains which had fallen in Hanover, AVestmore-
land, Trela^vny, and St. Anne's, were expected to assist,

very materially the planters with their next crops.
In Barbadoes the weather had been extremely sultry,

with heavy showers of rain. The country looked beau-

tifully green, and an immense crop of sugar was calcu-
lated upon by the most experienced planters. A fire

took place on the 19th ult. at Pashfield estate, which
destroyed property to the value of 16001.
In Trinidad, commercial affairs were in a very

unsatisfactory condition, and a scarcity of caiiital was
complained of. A large number of properties had beea
advertised for public sale in December next on account
of arrears due for the ward-rate. There was no sensible
alteration in the wages of labourers. A few small

proprietors were planting cotton, but more as essays than
for speculation. Great dissatisfaction was expressed by
the middle classes, and the owners of small properties, at
the heavy taxation imposed, and a great many people
would probably be driven fi-om the island in consequence
thereof. The crop shipped in 1850 amounted to 23,412
hogsheads, and it was estimated that the whole crop
would amount to 24,000 hogsheads, showing a deficiency
of 4000 hogsheads when compared with the yield of
1849. The prospect of ne.xt year's crop, however, waa

very favom'able.

In British Guiana, the court of policy had held two
sittings, at one of which, two despatches from Earl

Grey were read, acknowledging certain communications
from British Guiana, calling for changes in its legislative

institutes, in which the noble earl expressed himself
not unwilling to sanction certain alterations in the
cotirt of electors, the effect of which would be to increase
the number of members and limit their tenure of office,

provided such should be the wish of the court of policy.
Governor Barkly also announced his readiness to carry
these views into operation by increasing the financial

representatives from six to ten.

The last West India Mail has brought advices from
the principal colonies to the end of last month.
In Jamaica the cultivation of cotton is the great

object of interest. An association has been formed in

Kingston in order to test the capabilities of the island

There are advices from the Cape of Good Hope to the
5th of August. The most important article of intelli-

gence is the annexation to the colony of a tract of land
about 150 square miles in extent, lying east of Albert,

division and west of the Wilge river. The whole tract

is designed and appropriated as a "National Reserve,"
for the use of the aborigines or persons of African
descent ;

and no farms or lands within it will, unless

otherwise directed, be granted to persons of Eui-opean
race. The tract is now occupied by the aborigines
attached to the Wesleyan missionary station at the

Wittebergen. The Wilge River, now the eastern

boundaiy of the colony, is henceforth to be known as

the Tees.

Papers from Sydney have been received to the 1st of

August. Dr. Lang had been elected representative of

the city of Sydney in the legislative council, by a

majority of 25, the votes for him having been 970 and
for his opponent, Mr. Holden, 945. On being declared

duly elected, he addressed the multitude, and was then
drawn home in his carriage by his partisans.

From South Australia there are favourable accounts

of the progress of the Australian Mining Company.
Fresh applications are constantly coming in for allot-

ments of land, of from one to five acres each, and the
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township of Tungkillo (the seat of the company's works)
is increasing in extent. Schools have been estabhshed,
and nothing can be more gratifying than the rapid
progress which the children are making—both in the

ordinary branches of education and in religious instruc-
tion. The lord bishop has arranged for a monthly visit

to Tungkillo, by a clergyman, and a Wesleyan minister
also attends once a month regularly. By subscriptions
among the people, a useful Sunday-school library has
been established. The miners' library, hberally pi'ovi-
ded by the directors, has proved very acceptable, and is

calculated to have very beneficial results
;
the subscribers

voluntarily pay one shilling a month towards the

expenses of the institution, and one shilling entrance.

PROGRESS OF EMIGRATION AND COLONISATION.

Several letters, addressed to the Right Hon. Sidney
Herbert, have been recently received at the office of the
Female Emigrant Fund, in reply to communications
made to the colonies soon after the institution had com-
menced its operations. The accounts from the Cape
colony are particularly encouraging ;

and the committee
have decided on the immediate selection of fifty young
women for emigration thither

;
and it is intended that

thay shall be despatched on or about the 1.5th of next
month. Governor Sir Harry Smith and Dr. Gray, the

Bishop of Cape To\vn, have manifested extreme interest
in the operations of the committee. The Bishop writes
as follows, under date April 2oth :

—" The class of persons
in whom you are interested is one which is much needed
in this colony. I have no hesitation in saying that a

very large number of females of good character, who
would take the situations of household servants, at wages
at least equal to what you give in England, would in a
few weeks be absorbed. We shall be quite prepared to

employ as many as you are likely to be able to send us,
and I am sure that if they come as you propose, not
more than thirty at a tim<3, with characters (which
should be sent with them, and addressed to me), they
will all be engaged within a day or two of their arrival.

The communications from Neio Soidh Wales are of
an equally cheering character, as will be seen by the sub-

joined extract. Dr. Broughton, the Bishop of Sidney,
writes, on the 6th of May :

—" The following observa-
tions are founded on data supplied by an analytical view
of the census of New South Wales for 1846, the last

which has been taken under legislative sanction. The
total population of New South Wales, including Poi-t

Philip and the crews of colonial vessels, was then shown
to be (in round numbers) 189,000; viz., males 114,000,

females 75,000. The pi-oportion of females bom in the

colony was 14 per cent beyond that of males. The
arrival of female emigrants during the year 1849 has
exceeded that of males by nearly 18 per cent. Supposing
such causes to have been in operation during 1847, 8, 9,
(since the census was made up), the ratio of the sexes at
the present time may be as females 5, males 7, instead
of -5
—

8, as in 1846. Still, therefore, there is an alarming
dispi-oportion ;

and it must be the prayer of every friend
of \-irtuc and morality, that this inroad upon the appoint-
ment of the Almighty may not be continued. I see

every probability that within the hmits of the settled

counties, several hundreds of women acquainted with
household work, if they were of unblemished characters,
would readily find engagement in respectable places,
where they would be well maintained and attended to
until they should dispose of themselves more to their

advantage.
Information has also been received of the arrival at

Toronto, under the care of Mr. A'Court, of those

emigrants who were sent out to Canada in the Elspcth,
and, further, that they had all obtained places within a
week :

—and intelligence has arrived from Port Philip,
stating that the Culloden, the first ship despatched to

that quarter, was hourly expected, and that the colonists
were ready and anxious to receive her emigrants.
The Slanes Castle, the first ship sent out by the

Family Colonisation Societi/, founded by Mrs. Cliisholm,
sailed on the 30th of September, from Graveseud for

Austraha.
The Emigration from the Western and Southern parts

of Ireland, goes on without abatement. This month
two vessels have sailed from Galway for New York,
each carrying nearly 250 possingers, many of them
belonging to the better class of farmers. The Tipperary
Free Press thus speaks of the flight from the southern
district :

—" The tide of emigration from this unfortunate
land to the colonies and the United States is swelling
beyond measure. No conception can be formed of it by
the vast number of families which pass through both
town and country en route to Waterford, &c., day after

day, as the great emigration movements principally
take place by night ! On Wednesday night the watch-
man on duty in this town counted no less than 54 horses
and carts laden with living souls and l)aggage, all

destined for a foreign land
;
and when so many have

passed through Clonmel in one night only, what estima-
tion can be made of those who have travelled for the
same purpose through the various highways leading to

the ports which branch off at some distance from this

town ?
"

NARRATIVE OF FOREIGN EVENTS.
•——-

T'HE position of parties in France is unchanged. The month has been filled with the intrigues and counter-
-L

inti-igues of the minister-at-war and the commaudor-iii-chief, and with Louis Napoleon's attempts upon the

army by means of chickens and champagne. But the end of the mouth leaves matters much as they wei'e at
its beginning ; except that at last the poor Pi-esident is fain to announce, officiallj'-, his intention to remain

perfectly quiet and attempt no cowp d'etat, but to wait in patience for such fortune as the Assembly may choose
to provide for him.
Of German affau-s in their present state it is hardly possible to speak, so as to render what is said in the

remotest degree intelligible. But the still lingering Schleswig-Holstein dispute has furnished excuse for

an insolent threat on the part of Russia aud France which may yet unite Germany and strengthen Pi-ussia, in

spite of her poor imbecile king ; and the gallant people of the little Electorate of Hesse Cassel maintain
still theii- attitude of calm resistance, in spite of the open bullying of declai-ed foes aud the timid hesitation

of cowardly friends. Time must bring forth the rest.

California is added to the American Union, aud the opponents of slavery exult in another free state. But
theii- richer harvest of triumph Ls arrived, as we predicted that it would, in the agitation against the Fugitive
Slave Act. North and South, East aud West, the abolitionists are now more active, resolute, and powerful
than ever. Eveu the advocates of the law do not fail to perceive this, and already cooUy declare themselves

prepared for " an agitation of a most fearful, revolutionary, and bloodthirsty character." Sooner or later wo
believe that it will be all this. But have the more prudent class of Amei'icau Statesmen considered it in that

light, or prepared themselves sufficiently for the very possible, aud perhaps not very distant result !

News from Chuia comes over so high a wall, that it never comes but imperfectly. There is a pre'ty well

authenticated rumour, however, of rebellious doings in the south ; and that the insurgents, led on by a new
a-spuaut to the Empire, have worsted the regular troops in more than one engagement. An usiu-per generally
makes so excellent a prince that it may possibly be for the interest of us all to wish sucoees to the rebel.
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The President of the French Republic has lately been

bxisy with great Reviews and other Militari/ Payeants,
entertaining the officers with handsome collations and
abundance of champagne, and the soldiers with liberal

distributions of rations. One of these took place on the

3rd, when the President reviewed a great body of troops
on the Plaine dc Satoi-y near Versailles. He was

accompanied by the Minister of War, and by General

Roguet, his aide-de-camp. General Changarnier left

Paris an hour before the President. Though entitled to

take the command he did not do so. General Neumayer
acting in his room. After the review the President gave
a collation to the officers and non-commissioned officers,
and ordered 13,000 rations to be distributed to the sol-

diers. The President joined the collation given to the

general officers, but General Changarnier declined being
present, and returned to Paris, when the other general
officers adjourned to the dejeuner. The frequency of
these reviews, the manner in which the troops were

fitis by the President, the manifestations made by the

soldiers, and the riimour that a difference of opinion
existed between the President and General Changarnier
on the subject, led to an extraordinary meeting of the
Commission of Permanence. The Minister of War,
General Hautpoul, having been called on to explain the
circumstances with reference to the late reviews, replied
that he wished to inform the commission that he
held no command from the Assembly, and that

consequently, he could deny the right of the commission
to put any questions to him. He, however, waved these

objections ;
and in reply to the question, said that the

accounts published in the papers respecting the reviews
were grossly exaggerated ;

and that nothing whatever
had occurred there of an unconstitutional or an unmili-

tary character. The commission heard the General's

explanation in perfect silence
;
nor did any discussion

whatever take place. The Minister further observed
that it would be impossible to publish an order of the day
preventing the soldiers from expressing their feelings of
attachment and respect to the chief of the State, and if

it were possible he would not do so. With respect to the
review that was to take place on the following Thursday,
he pledged himself for the maintenance of the most com-

plete tranquillity on that occasion. When the com-
mission was about to separate, the president again
addressed the Minister of War, and said,

" General

Hautpoul, I am desired by the committee to apprise you
that in ease General Changarnier be removed from his

command, or that any other steps be taken against him,
we are determined to convoke, forthwith, the Legislative

Assembly." To this the Minister made no reply, and
the commission adjourned. On Thursday the 10th, the
review referred to by the Minister of War, took place on
the Plaine de Satory. There were 25,000 troops, chiefly
cavalry. The President was accompanied by General

Hautpoul, the Minister of War,and several other general
officers, besides his usual brilliant staff. On his way
from the Palace of Versailles to the plain of Satory, the
sti-eets through which he passed were densely crowded,
and be was loudly cheered by tlie people ;

but the

greatest portion of the cries were " Vive le President !

"

with only a slight sprinkling ofcries of " Vive Napoleon!"
and " Vive la Republique !" General Changarnier was
on the ground about half an hour before the arrival of
the President. When the defiling of the troops in front
of the President took place, the infantry passed without

uttering a single ciy. The cavalry followed, the van
being led by the carabineers. The whole of the first

regiment of carabineers, in passing the President,
cheered with immense enthusiasm, and a great majority
of them cried " Vive I'Empereur !

" " Vive Napoleon !"

The three other regiments of carabineers also cheered,
but not with so much enthusiasm as the first. There
were, however, a considerable number of cries of " Vive
I'Empereur !

" The regiments which followed were two
fine regiments of heavy dragoons. They passed without
uttering a single cry, although the colonel of one of
them encouraged his men by crying

" Vive I'Empereur !"
at the pitch of his voice. In the light cavalry regiments
there was very little cheering, and the rmly cry uttered
•was " Vive Napoleon !

" " Vive le President !

" After
the troops had defiled, the usual refreshments were
served out to them, and the President, accompanied by

his staff, paid a visit to the camp, but General Changar-
nier left the ground.
The Proces-verbal of the meeting of the Council of

Permanence, held on the 12th, drawn up by M. Dupin
to the President, was to the following effect:— The
violation of the promises made by the Minister of War,
and the unconstitutional manifestations, provoked [ox
tolerated, are severely blamed. The committee did not
think proper to invite the Minister of War to give
further explanations. Deploring the incidents of the

review, it still expressed complete confidence in the

loyalty of the army, and is satisfied that the cries were
not spontaneous on the part of the soldiers, but instigated
by certain officers. In order to avoid alarming the

country in the absence of imminent peril, it has not
deemed proper to convoke the Assembly ;

but it

deeply disapproves reviews so frequent, into which
habits altogether unusual and foreign to military tra-

ditions have been so boldly introduced.
As a sequel to ,these disputes. General Hautpoul has

found it necessary to resign his place in the government,
and has gone to Algeria as Governor of that colony.
He is succeeded as Minister ofWar by General Schramm.
General Changarnier has forbidden all Buonapartist
papers to be admitted into the barracks, and among
others the Pays, a paper which was exclusively directed
to the troops, and which was the most zealous advocate
for the restoration of the Empire.
The government having lately received intelligence

that A Clandestine Mamifactory of Gunpowder on an
extensive scale existed at Pouzin, in the department of
the Ardeche, in the house of a man named Soubeyran,
who was remarkable for much energy of character
and desperate courage, an expedition was planned to

capture him, and seize the gunpowder. A strong de-
tachment of horse-artillery and four companies of the

line, left Valence under the commandant of the place.
At five in the morning they arrived at Soubeyran's door,
and summoned him to come forth and surrender himself.
No answer was made

;
a noise was heard inside as of

the loading of a gun, and the ringing of a steel ramrod
in the barrel. After some minutes, and when the
Prefect was about to repeat his summons, the door was
suddenly flung open, and Soubeyran, in his shirt-sleeves,
a red silk handkerchief twisted round his head, his
throat bare, and with sandals on his feet, presented
himself before them. One hand grasped a blunderbuss,
the other was extended forward. He evidently did not
expect to see so many prepared to prevent his escape,
and his surprise made him hesitate a moment. The
Prefect rushed at him, seized with one hand the arm
which held the blunderbuss, and with the other put a

pistol to his temples, again summoning him to surrender.
The soldiers were advancing, when Soubeyran by a
sudden and violent movement freed himself from the

grasp which held him, leaped over a table and some
chairs, burst through a door, reached a window which
hung over the water, and bursting through it, dashed
into the Rh6ne and disappeared amidst its waves. The
troops who were stationed outside ran at once to the

bridge, and twenty or thirty of the horsemen were in a
moment on the opposite side, while others lined the
near bank. Once or twice the end of the red handker-
chief which bound the outlaw's head was seen in the
uncertain light of daybreak on the surface of the water

;

but Soubeyran himself was never seen more. The
troops watched long on both banks of the river, expect-
ing in vain to see him attempt to land—it was all useless.

It is not known whether he perished in the dangerous
current that shoots between the arches of the bridge, or
whether he was able, by swimming for a considerable
time under water, to find shelter in the hollow of the
rocks that in that part hang over the stream ; at all

events, dead or alive, he has not since been heard of.

The Qiieen of the Belgians died on the morning of

Friday, the 11th. She had laboured for two years under
an aflection of the lungs and a tendency to dropsical
consumption, and grief for her father's death appears to
have aggravated her complaints, and led to their fatal

termination. She died with piousresignation, and though
in extreme pain, was able to console her afflicted husband.
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She was in her 39th year, having hecn born at Palermo >

on the 3rd of April, 1812. She was married to Leopold,

King of the Belgians, on the 11th of August, 1832
;
and

has constantly enjoyed, in the highest degree, the love

and respect of her adopted nation. The deceased Queen
has left behind her three children, of ages varying from
eleven to sixteen. They are the Duke of Brabant, the

Count de Flandres, and the Princess Charlotte
;
one

child died in early infancy. The loss of the Queen will

be the more severely felt, as the education of the royal
children was under her own superintendence. The
visits of the Queen of the Belgians to this country were

frequent, and her virtues much endeared her to our

Queen Victoria.

and the leaves of others withered. As it was naturally
considered that a subterranean fire must be burning
under the forest, the officers charged with the inspection
of it caused large trenches to be cut. This conjecture
turned out to be well-founded, for the fire soon after-

wards burst forth, and still continued its ravages. The
forest presented the appearance of a vast sea of fiame,
which was every day extending. The country round to

the extent of six leagues was perfectly illuminated, and
it has been found impossible to stop the progress of the

fire.

The war between Denmark and the Dttchies is bloody
and disastrous. The army of Schleswig-Holstein has

made several attempts to take the city of Friedrichstadt

by storm, none of which have been successful, and the

losses sustained by General Willisen have been consi-

derable, particularly in officers. After bombarding part
of the town during the whole of the 4th inst., the town
was in the evening attacked by two battalions of infantry
and a detachment of riflemen. After a desperate struggle,
in which both sides must have suffered very heavy
losses, the Danes gave way a little, but only to seek the

cover of new entrenchments and barricades thrown

up in the middle of the town. The resistance which

they met with here was so violent and determined, that

notwithstanding the most brilliant bravery, the Schles-

wig-Holsteiners were compelled to retire at midnight.

They took up a new position somewhat in advance of

the old, and the conflict was renewed on the following

morning, but with no better success. The troops ad-

vanced in three columns, and the Danes opened a severe

fire along their whole line of defences. Before coming
to close quarters the captain of the 6th battalion fell,

mortally wounded, and the men he commanded were

driven out of a small entrenchment they had taken pos-

session of The 15th battalion was thrown into disorder

and retreated, their ammunition-car having exploded and
caused great havoc. It received no support from any other

troops, in consequence of a bridge between the Chaussee

and the Blockhaus having fallen in. A retreat was sounded

on perceiving new lines of defence not previously known
of. The fighting continued till near midnight. Sixteen

officers outof twenty belonging to the 5th battalion were

slain. General Christiansen covered the retreat with his

battery, while the flames of the burning city cast a

ghastly light upon the retiring troops. After the failure

of this desperate assault, General Willisen withdrew his

troops from before Friedrichstadt. The heavy guns
were taken back to Reudsburg, and the two armies were

again in the same position they occupied before the 29th

of September ;
the only result having been the almost

total destruction of the unfortunate town, and the loss

of many brave men on both sides.

" A frightful calamity has occurred at the place of

pilgrimage called Herrgott, in Atufria. At one of the

public-houses the pUgrims (ofwhom 3,000 were assembled

at Herrgott) were spending the night in eating and

drinking. While baking the fish the oven took fire.

Behind the inn were a number of stables and barns, in

which hundreds of the pilgrims were reposing, and
almost all perished in the flames, which rose so rapidly

through the thatched roofs, fanned by a strong wind,
that there was no possibility of raising ladders to attempt
to rescue a single person. Many threw themselves from

the lofts, and, with broken limbs, half consumed with

fire, flew hither and thither with the most piteous cries.

Scarcely half of the pilgrims were saved, and those who
survived have for the most part been much injured.
From Poland there is a singular account of a forest

on fire. Near Cracow, adjoining the line of railway,
there is a large peat ground, part of which runs below

an immense forest. About the middle of last month
some sparks from a locomotive engine were blown in

that direction, and fell on the peat, the surface of which
had been dried by the heat of the weather. A few days

after, the ground in the forest was found to be very

warm, and some rumbling and crackling noises were

1

heard. Several large trees fell as if cut down by an axe.

The crisis in the affairs of Electoral Hesse continues,
and the accounts of the present state of things are con-

fused and contradictory. The Elector remains with liis

minister Hassenpflug, at Wilhelmsbad, his provincial
seat of government, while the people of Cassel persist
in their opposition to his measures. There have been

signs of indecision on his part, and at one time he was
said to have even contemplated abdication. There were
also some expectations of his dismissing his obnoxious
ministers and consenting to the formation of a more

popular government. With this view, it was under-

stood, he sent for M. Elwers, a high judicial functionary
of liberal tendencies, who, it was hoped, would be

instrumental in forming a new cabinet ;
but this hope

was disappointed, and M. Elwers had returned to Cassel.

Dr. Oetker, the editor of a liberal journal, had been
arrested by order of Haynau, and the Upper Court of

Cassel had summoned the commandant of the city to

eflect his liberation, but at the last accounts he still

remained in prison. The officers of the garrison had
remonstrated with Haynau upon his proceedings, and
had received for answer that he was determined to

persist in his course. On this, to the number of two

hundred, they had tendered their resignations, which
were transmitted by Haynau to the Elector, but his

decision on the subject had not been received. There
is much uncertainty, too, about the views of Austria

and Prussia in regard to the afiairs of Hesse Cassel.

Very recent intelligence was to the eflect that these two

powers liad come to an understanding that Hassenpflug
should be dismissed from his office of minister ;

and that

any military intervention in Hesse, if necessary, would
be by Prussia and Austria jointly. According to the

last accounts from Cassel, however, an invasion of

Austrian and Bavarian troops was daily expected, fpr

the purpose of supporting the Elector against his

subjects.

The opening of the States-General of the KetJierlands

took place at the Hague on the 7th, by the King in

person. The speech from the throne announced that

the relations of the country with all foreign powers were

satisfactory, and that as regarded the Duchy of Limburg,
the difficulties which had arisen from the convulsed

state of Germany were in course of arrangement by such

negotiations as would best suit the interest and honour

of the Low Countries. Trade was described as pros-

perous, and flattering hopes were put forth as to the

future effects of the new navigation laws. The financial

situation was satisfactory ;
the expected excess would

cover the deficiencies left by the preceding year.

At a secret Consistory, held at Borne on the 30th of

September, the following Cardinals were appointed :

Monseigneur Paul Thercse David d' Astros, Archbishop
of Toulouse ;

Jean Joseph Bonnel y Orbo, Archbishop
of Toledo ; Joseph Cosenza, Archbishop of Capua ;

Jacques Marie Adrien Cesar Mathieu, Archbishop of

Besanqon ; Jude-Joseph Romo, Archbishop of Seville ;

Thomas Gousset, Archbishop of Rheims ;
Maximilian-

Joseph Godcfroi, Archbishop of Olnmtz in Moravia
;

Jean Gcisscl, Archbishop of Cologne : Peter Paul de

Figuercdo de Cunha e Mello, Archbishop of Braga in

Portugal ;
Nicolas Wiseman, Archbishop of Westminster

in England, a metropolitan see recently formed by the

Pope; Joseph Pecci, Bishop of Bugio ;
Melchior de

Diepenbrock, Bishop of Brcslaw. Cardinal Wiseman is

to return to England, to occupy his metropolitan see ;

and the whole of Euglaud has been portioned into

Romish Episcopal Sees.
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M. Franzoni, Archbis/wp of Twin, has been sentenced

to banishment from the Sardinian tcn-itories, and the

archiepiscopal possessions forfeited to the Crown. Thir-

teen judges out of fourteen pronounced the condemna-
tion of Si. Franzoni, who was escorted to the frontier

on the 30th ult. The arrival of the Archbishop at

BrianQon, Hautes Alpes, is announced in the French

papers. The same course has been pui'sued with the

Archbishop of Cagliari, who had imitated the conduct

of Franzoni, and even gone the length of excommuni-

cating the authorities; who called him to account.

Sentence of banishment was pronounced against him,
and he was put on board a steamer and sent to Civita

Vecchia. The vacant sees are administered by the state

department of the Apostolic Economiat-General.

The Representative Constitution and the Liberty of

the Press have been destroyed in Tuscan^/. On the 23d
ult. two Decrees were promulgated: the first announced
the dissolution of the Chamber of Deputies, and declared

that till a fresh convocation of the legislature, all power
would be exercised by the Grand Duke in the Council

of State. The second declared that no journal or

periodical should be published without first obtaining
the written authorisation of the Minister of the Interior,
to whom the names and other circumstances of the

director and of the proprietor of the printing establish-

ment are to be communicated.

A Tragical Occurrence, has taken place at Kruzlewis,
in the Grand Duchy of Posen. At the commencement
of the Russian campaign in Hungary, twelve Circassian

noblemen engaged as volunteers in the Russian Cir-

cassian regiment, and returned to Warsaw decorated for

good conduct. The campaign having terminated, they
wished to return home

;
but they were detained, and

placed in the same category as the common Circassians,

serving in the army. All their prayers and remon-

strances, even to the Emperor himself, remained un-
heeded. On the 28th September they quitted Warsaw,
and passed the frontier cordon, a distance of thirty
German miles, next day, after leaving two comrades
kiUed by their pursuers. On the 1st of October, they
arrived at Kruziewis, and were conducted by a gen-
darme before the Landrath. They expressed a wish
to be condxicted to Berlin, and there disarmed ; but
the Landrath refused, and expressed his intention of

sending them back 'to Poland. They were then led

to the barracks, but nothing could induce them to

enter the barrack-yard. The squadron of dragoons
quartered at that place received orders to mount and
surround them. The moment the dragoons arrived,
one of them fired on the Circassians. The Circassians,
who were mounted, now galloped out of the town,
pursued by the dragoons. One of their horses, already

nearly exhausted, fell near the Landrath's office, and a

Circassian was shot
;
so also was the dragoon. A little

further on, two more Circas.sians wore killed, and two
•wounded taken. The remaining five took refuge in a

farm-house, after letting loose their horses. They
refused to surrender, and prepared for defence. The
di'agoons seeing this, set fire to the outhouses, and then
to the barns and stables, but the house in which the

poor men had taken refuge, could not be burned, as

they prevented all approach with their rifles. The other

buildings burned all,night, but the five Circassians still

held out. At length infantry was sent for, and during
the night of the 1st and 2nd a detachment of forty
men arrived from Bromberg. Measures were taken
for burning down the house, and they succeeded.

De]irived of their last refuge, the Circassians rushed

upon their enemies. One of them killed a foot soldier,
and was killed himself, pierced with balls. The re-

mainder, pierced with w ounds, were at length captured,
and brought into Kruziewis on waggons. The barba-
rous conduct of the Prussian authorities is attempted to

be justified by the cartel between Russia and Prussia
for the capture and mutual surrender of deserters.

The advices from NexB York come down to the 9th
inst. Congress adjourned on the 30th of September,
after a long and momentous session. One of its latest

measures, the Fugitive Slaves' Act, had come into opera.

tion, and was producing great excitement among the
coloured population, and large pubhc meetings had
been held in New York and other cities, at some of

which, resolutions advising resistance to the Government
officers were passed. A vast number of fugitive slaves
were escaping into" the British North American posses-
sions.—It was said to be likely that Frederick Douglas,
the well-known anti-slavery lectui-er, would be appre-
hended under the new act, unless he escaped to Canada.

Congress, bcfoi-e its adjournment, passed the Bill to

suppress the slave trade in the district of Columbia,
which completes the series of measures proposed by Mr.

Clay in his "
Compromise Bill" for the settlement of

the slavery question.
—A bill was also passed prohibiting

the lash in the naval service, and abolishing the use of
ardent spii-its, except in the cabin.

Advices from Texas of the 20th ult. state that the

passage of Pearce's Boundary Bill by the United States

Congress had been announced to the legislature, and
the indications were that it would be passed. The
papers state that the popular feeling was decidedly in

favour of accepting the propositions of the United States

Congress.
A serious disturbance had taken place at Sacramento

city in California. A number of "squatters" had
occupied and erected buildings on grounds to which, it

was contended, other parties had rights. A writ of

ejection was obtained against them, but they resisted

its execution, and a sanguinary conflict ensued, in which
the mayor of the city, and the leader of the squatters,
were killed, and a number of persons wounded. A
report, that the city had been burnt, proves unfounded.
The American steam-packet, Pacific, as she was leaving

New York on the 28th of September, was detained for a

day, by a Calamitous Accident. As she was passing out
of the dock she struck the wharf, broke down a large
shed, and injured herself considerably. There were
several hundred people under the shed, and the moment
the crash commenced a general panic took place. Many
persons in tlieir fright jumped overboard into the river.

Some were rescued, but two men were ci-ushed to death
in a most horrible manner, by the falling beams under
the shed.

Jenny Lind had sung at several Concerts at New York
and Boston, and has been received with an enthusiasm
that beggars anjibbing ever witnessed in this country. At
both the above places the tickets of admission were sold

by auction ; at New York, one Genin, a hatter,

pixrchased one seat for 225 dollars ;
and at Boston

a Mr. Dodge, a music-seller, was the buyer of a seat at

the price of 625 dollars—125?. sterling ! Tliis looks like

mere madness
;
but there must be something under it

which does not appear.

Advices from tne Sandwich Islands reach to the 22nd
of June, and describe in the highest terms their rapidly
increasing prosperity. Liability to desertion continued
to cause the visits of whaling ships to be less frequent,
biit the extraordinary growth of a more permanent com-
merce in connection with California, and indirectly with

Australia, New Zealand, Calcutta, China, and the Indian

Seas, rendered this of no account. The Harbour of

Honolulu, which at particular seasons used to be entirely

desei-ted, was now at all times a scene of activity from
the arrivals and departures of merchantmen, and the
construction of additional wharves had become necessary.

Many new buildings were in the course of erection, and
the cultivation of vegetable produce was stimulated to

the utmost by the fact tliat supplies of all kinds were
taken ofi' as fast as they could be raised. To aid the ex-

tension of agricultural operations, a public assembly was
fixed to be held in Honolulu on the 12th of August, for

the purpose of forming an association to collect imple-
ments and machinery, plants, and seeds, as well as to

promote by periodical exhibitions, improvements in the

breeding of live stock, and, if possible, to establish a

magazine, which should contain such selections from
the standard agricultural publications of Europe and
America as might be likely to prove most useful to the

members. It was also proposed that the association

should give attention to the question of the introduction

of Coolie labour from China to supply the places of the

rapidly decreasing native population.
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NAEEATIYE OF LITERATURE AND ART.

nPHE progress and successful conduct of tlie University Commission is matter of the deepest anxiety to all
-* who feel the questions involved in it to be paramount in importance to almost evcT-y other. It has
comnienced its sittmgs, but as yet has been occupied exclusively with mere arrangements for taking evidence.
Most of the heads of houses who signed the remonstrance against the inquiry, it is now imdcrstood, will no
longer decline to be examined ; but we still hear muttered threats of "

^•^olent opposition from the Tractai-ian

members of the board." HappUy those bode less than they did. The precipitate descent of the Pope and
his bishoprics has fluttered the pro-pai>ists in Oxford and elsewhere, and their means of mischief are not at

all what they were even so late as ten days ago. The wedge had already been inserted before the hammer
of his Holiness was applied. We shall shortly see Doctor Pusey and Mr. Sewell and Mr. Denison at quite
haniiless fisticuffs in the air.

These three gentlemen aptly represent the present split of the Tractai-iau schism. Mr. Denisou is for

denying the Romish siipremacy, and creating a supremacy of his own. Doctor Pusey will not deny the
Romish supremacy ; but, with a resolve as stern and mournful as Mr. John O'Conncll's when he contemplated
his final struggle on the floor of the house, he promises to die in the bosom of the Church of England. Mr.
Sewell is as little for denjang as for admitting the supremacy of Rome, but, swaying to either side with the
current of his interests and hopes, appears to have simply made up his mind to die in the possession of a good
English benefice. Not any of the three will occasion much more trouble. As soon as the choice must be taken,
Mr. Denison and Mr. Sewell will be found side by side where the bishops and benefices are

; and for the

remaining section, the weakest but the most sincere, they will at least have the excuse of Benedict for man-ying,
that when they promised to die m the bosom of the Church of England, they didn't know that they would
live to die in the bosom of the Church of Rome.

The publishers still pause and hesitate on the threshold
of the winter season, and there has not been for many
years so dull an October in the great pxibhshing houses,
east and west.
The most important of the month's scanty publications

which we are called to record is that of the first portion
of a very able and laborious compilation on Commercial
Lata by Mr. Leone Levi. The object of the entire

undertaking, which may well be termed a gigantic one,
is to survey the principles and administration of all the

various commercial laws of foreign countries, ^vith a view
to a direct comparison with the mercantile law of Great
Britam. Mr. Levi appears to have been engaged for

years, with this object, in correspondence with the

merchants of upwards of fifty countries remarkable
more or less for distinct and sejiaratc commercial usages ;

and to have obtained in evciy instance the information

he sought. His first volume opens with a sketch of

the leading epochs in the history of commerce, and'of

the existing condition of commercial law in the countries

embraced by his scheme. Then, after giving a table of

international usages and days of grace now current
in all countries, Mr. Levi presents an extraordinary
mass of information at once extremely condensed and
most lucidly arranged, on the laws ofmerchants, minors,
married females, aliens, books of commerce, and part-

nership, respectively prevailing in Great Britain (which
occupies the post of honour across the top of each page,)
and in all the other leading countries (which are duly
arranged in parallel and corresponding colunms below).
Mr. Levi's ultimate object, and one to which intel-

ligent law reformers will earnestly desire success, is the

establishment of a national and international code of

commerce among all civilised countries, rejecting what
is inconvenient or unjust in all, and retaining and

codifying what is best in each.

A ti-aveller and literary labourer of the same race

as Mr. Levi, the Rev. Moses Margoliouth, a converted

Jew, has been employing his time not quite so profitably
in writing and publishing long-winded letters descrip-
tive of a Pilgrimar/e to the Land ofmy Fathers, addressed
to all sorts of fine folks here, countesses, bishops, lords,

and baronets, who must have had a surprising quantity
of patience, and a more than ordinary amount of nothing
to do, to be able to read them. It is very doubtful if

the public will follow their example. The letters,

orations, and other tracts on Italy, which M. Mazzini
has just republished with an eloquent and earnest appeal to

the English people, in a small volume entitled Royalty

and Repuhlioanism in Italy, woxdd merit a different
kind ofmention, if this were the place in which to give it.

Suffice it to say that M. Mazzini repels in this book,
it seems to us successfully, the charge so often bi-ought
agamst him of having distracted and divided the forces

of his native counti'y, at the time when they ought
to have been concentrated on the paramount duty of

driving out the Austrians.
There is no other original book deserving notice in our

present Narrative, but some welcome re-appearanceS
deseiwe a grateful word. First, and most delightful, is

a re-issue of the .Spectator's papers of Sir Roger de

Coverley,now for the lu'sttimc collected in a single volume,
forming a connected narrative of the most fascinating

kind, and characteristically illustrated by notes as well
as woodcuts. Then we have a re-publication by Mrs.
Crowe of some stories of nuirders, ghosts, and circum-
stantial evidence, highly pertinent to the time, and
entitled Light and Darkness. Also we have to note the
issue in three goodly volumes of Mr. Robert Bell's Eng-
lish story of the Ladder of Gold. And finally there

have been new editions (with numerous and important
additions in botii cases) of Mr. Leitch's excellent trans-

lation of Miiller's Ancient Art and its Remains
;
and of

Dr. Latham's admirable treatise on the English Lan-

gimge.
»

A great quantity of Assyrian and other Antiquities
have "arrived at the British Museum, from Bussorah.

Among them are the Great Bull from Nineveh, with a
man's head and dragon's wings, weighing twelve tons,

and a lion sculptured in the same manner, weighing
nine tons. There are also several coffins, containing

many curious relics of the manners and usages of Eastern

countries regarding the ceremonies observed in burying
their dead.

The metropolitan theatres have all opened for the

season. Mr. Charles Kean and Mr. Keelcy are now the

lessees of the Princess's, which they are managing with

much success. No new dramatic piece of any import-
ance has been produced at any of the theatres.

A series of " Grand National Concerts
" has been

commenced at Her Majesty's Theatre, under the direc-

tion of a committee of gentlemen. They ai-e promenade
concerts, after the manner of Jullien's entertainments

at Drury Lane, but on a greater scale, and with a larger
infusion of classical music.
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COMMERCIAL RECORD.

BANKRUPTS.
From the Gazette of Sept. 27. John Thomas Brameld, Tich-

borne-street, and Great
'

Windmill-street, Westminster, china

dealer.—James Hoesfield, Wheelock, Cheshire, coal dealer.
—William Keeping, East-street, Walworth, common brewer.
—Edward Hamlin Kiddle, Valentine-place, Blackfriars-road,
miller.—Henry Lloyd and Thomas I.lovd, Carmarthen, drapers.—Tho.mas Pkobyn, Higli-Holborn, licensed victualler.—Henry'
Francis Ross, West Cowes, Isle of Wight, and John Wylie
Barrow, Phllpot-lane, City, commission and shipping agents.—
Henry Wilkins, High-street, Kensington, draper.

Oct. 1. Thomas Gamson, Mark-lane, City, corn and seed

factor.— William Mayer, Batemau's-Row, Shoreditch, timber
merchant.

Oct. 4. Thomas Fielding, Rhyl, Flintshire, hotel keeper.
—

Thomas Horatio Jolley^, Farringdon-street, City, fruit sales-

man.—George Little, Holborn-bars, City, and Cominercial-pl.,
Commercial-rd., New Peckham, electrical apparatus maker.

Oct. 8. WiLLiAMGRAYSox,Mortlake,Siirrey,marketgardener.
Oct. 11. William Goode, jun. Monmouth, linen draper.—

James Horsfield, Wheelock, Cheshire, coal dealer.—Benjamin
Murray, Stockton-upon-Tees, Durham, innkeeper.—Joseph
WoRSEY, and James Bigqs, Aston, Warwickshire, wire
manufacturers.

Oct. 15. William Henry Boon, Pl5Tnouth, ironmonger.^
Thomas Daley, Hythe, Kent, builder. — Henry Pooley,
Wisbeach St. Peter's, Cambridgeshire, carpenter.

— Thomas
Wesley, Newport Pagnel, Buckinghamshire, hotel keeper.

Oct. IS. Jonas Clark, Sohara, Cambridgeshire, dealer in

flour.—James Fielding, Middleton, Lancashire, provision dealer.
—William Ford, High-Holborn, haberdasher.—Charles Jones,
Llanfyllin, Monmouthshire, grocer.

—William Piggot, Great

Eversden, Cambridgeshire, general shopkeeper.— Benjamin
Tebbit, Ventnor, Isle of Wight, draper.

Oct. 22. Edward Ar,mytage, Halifax, and Huddersfield,
Yorkshire, cotton spiuner.

—John Ings, Henley in Arden,
Warwickshire, surgeon.

— Frederick La Mark, and George La
Mark, Water-lane, Tower-street, shipbrokers.—James M'Mo-
nies, Liverpool and New York, America, corn merchant.—
James Stevens Tripp, Lombard-street-chambers, Clement's-

lane, City, dealer in railway shares.

Oct. 25. William Binder, Orsett, Es.sex, builder.—Caleb
Evans, Merthyr Tydvil, Glamorganshire, ironmonger.—George
Hall and Francis Skelton Fell, Tynemouth, timber mer-
chants.—John Roden, Stamford, Lincolnshire, draper.

—Robert
Turner, Worthing, Susse.x, draper.

BANKRUPTCIES ANNULLED.
Sept. 24. Frederick Johnson, Lincoln, watchmaker.

Sept. 27. William Edward Febgusson, Macclesfield, Cheshire,
surgeon

Oct. 1. William Johnson, West Drayton, farmer.

THE STOCK AND SHARE MARKETS.
City, Oct. 28.

During the early part of the month, in consequence of the
transfer books of the various descriptions of home securities

being shut, Consols were the only stock in which business could

be done
; but, notwithstanding, the operations were of a very

quiet character, and failed to sustain the market, the price

receding to 96J, which it marked on the 5th inst. With the
commencement of the payment of the dividends, however, an

upward movement set iu, and the price went rapidly up till the

16tli, when Consols were done at 97J. They then remained

pretty steady till the 23rd, when a speculative action to depress
prices came in force, and they gradually drooped to their yes-

terday's quotation, 96j to 97. To-day the market leaves off rather

steadier, with Consols quoted at 97* to J. Within the last fort-

night a very large business has been transacted, not only in

Consols, but also in the Reduced 3 per Cents., the New SJ per
Cents., and the other stocks which have recently opened.
The Railway Share Market on the whole has been good this

month, and characterised by a strong tendency to improvement,
as will be seen upon an inspection of the extreme prices given
below. Very extensive purchases were made in nearly all the

railway stocks during all the first half of the month
;
and though

the tone of the market of late has been slightly depressed, this is

generally regarded as arising from causes which are easy of

explanation, and of a merely temporary character.

STOCKS.

RAILWAYS.
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THE
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TT is remarked by Mr. Macaulay that the trial of the seven bishops was the first and last occasion on which
-*- two feelings of tremendous potency, which have generally been opposed to each other, and cither of which,
when strongly excited, has sufficed to convulse the state, were united in perfect harmony. Those feelings
were love of the church and love of freedom. The fact is pregnant with significance, that the two should
have been combined so rarely ; and that as surely as church manifestations have in general led to results

unfavourable to civil liberty, so has the outbreak for liberty as commonly brought about limitations of

the power of the prelacy and priesthood. Whether love of the church or love of freedom be predominant at

present, or whether the second instance of their combination be arrived in our English history, results will

have to determine. One thing only is certain at present. Of tlie strength and intensity of the agitation
which shakes the kingdom from end to end, there can be no doubt whatever. It occupies every class and
sect to the absolute exclusion of every other interest or subject. The excitement is now in its third stage.
The first was that of the Papal Bull

; the second, that of tlie Pastoral Letter
;
the third, the attempted

defence to both in the Appeal to the English People. The Appeal seemed at first a sort of bathos after the

Bull and the Letter; but the affected humility of the one, and the declared arrogance of the others, meant

precisely the same thing, and the last has but served therefore, after brief consideration, as fuel to the

other two.

The Papal Bull of the 29th September declared not simply that a Romish hierarchy was re-established

in England, but that all constitutions, privileges, and customs of the church in England were abolished,
whatever their antiquity, and the new bishops invested with full episcopal power. There was no disguise
about this document. It created twelve new bishoprics, dividing the island into corresponding dioceses.

It assigned an archbishop to Westminster, a bishop of Southwark to the two divisions of the metropolis
and the adjoining counties, and a bishop of Beverley to Yorkshire. It divided Lancashire between the sees

of Liverpool and Salford
;
and Wales, between Salop and Merthyr-Tydvil cum Newport. It erected bishoprics

of Clifton and Plymouth in the west of England, each comprising three counties ;
in the midland district,

it raised two episcopal sees of Nottingham and Birmingham ; and these it flanked by that of Northampton in

the east. Nor had the general amazement at the act yet subsided into a clear comprehension of all the

insolence comprised in it, when forth came a Pastoral Letter from "
Nicholas, by the Divine mercy, of the

holy Roman Church by the title of St. Pudeutiana, Cardinal Priest, Archbishop of Westminster, and
Administrator apostolic of the diocese of Southwark," addressed " to our dearly beloved in Christ, the clergy,
secular and regular, and the faithful of all the said archdiocese and diocese." In this letter the faithful were
ordered to ofi'er up a thanksgiving that " the great work is complete, and j'our beloved country has received a

place among the fair churches which form the splendid aggregate of Catholic communion, and has been restored

to its orbit in the ecclesiastical firmament from which its light had long vanished, and begins anew its course of

regulai-ly adjusted action round the centre of unity, the source of jurisdiction, of light, and of vigour." The
saints of England,

" whether Roman or British, Saxon or Norman," were invoked to " look down from their

seats of bliss with beaming-glance upon this new e\'idence of the fiiith and the church which led them to

glory ;

" and were invited to behold, from their habitations of joy,
" the lamp of the temple again enkindled

and rebrightening, and the silver links of that chain which has connected their country with the See of

Peter in its vicarial government changed into burnished gold, not stronger nor more closely knit, but more

beautifully wrought and more brightly arrayed 1

"
Then there was added to this infinite rubbish about the

raiments of chains, a quite equal amount concerning his own chgnity, and his eardiual's hat, and his red stockings,
and his archiepiscopal pallium, and his title derived from " the church ot St. Pudentiana, in which St. Peter is

groundedly believed to have enjoyed the hospitality of the noble and partly British family of the Senator Pudens"

(about which there has of course been a letter to the Times suggesting St. Impudentiana as the more accurate

title). But finally, in the midst of all this ridiculous arrogance, it was not forgotten expressly to announce
that " until such time as the Holy See shall think fit otherwise to provide, we uovern, and shall continue to

govern, the counties of Middlesex, Hertford, and Essex as ordinary thereof"
—without the least reservation of

the pretended authority to the Roman Catholic inliabitants of those counties, or any recognition of the

positive authority of the ordinary of the diocese. The decency of such a reservation never seems to have

occurred to his Eminence, till a cry of indignation and disgust, from one end of England to the other, some-

what rudely aroused him from his exulting dreams as Cardinal Archbishop to his less gorgeous position as

Nicholas AViseman. Then came forth his Appeal, no longer treating us as if. since the days of the Reformation,
we had been savage or barbarian, but to all appearance recognising \is for rational folk, appealing to us in

the name of religious libertj', demanding full completion of the l-hnancipation Act, and remonstrating
with us for denying to a section of our fellow christians what ho had thought it our pride and boast freely

to extend to all. At least this Appeal is an argument purporting to be adtlressed to the reason, and

mviting fair examination.

Stripping it, then, of its uneasily assumed humility, and paying no heed to the bitter sneers and biu'sting
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hate -which that assumption so scantly veils, the argument contained in it is briefly this, that its author, the

Cardinal Archbishop, comes after all merely as a dissenting minister, the head of a voluntary association, to take

the management of the spiritual affairs of the Catholics, and to assume nothing that a Wesleyan or Baptist

might not claim. But do the Wesleyan and Baptist reject every other christian 1 Do they treat as non-

existent whatever exists not within their pale ? Do they refuse to see anything in the land but their own
chapels, or to acknowledge a fellow citizen that is not subject to their Conference'? Do they think it seemly
or right to insult a great nation in tlie very name of its greatest act of religious freedom, to trample on its

generous tolerance, to ignore its noble struggles, and for its good return evil, for its charity contumely 1

There is no Protestant in England desiiiug with all his heart to live in peace with his Catholic fellow

subject, and to know him only as a fellow countryman, who does not from the very strength of that feeling

spurn and resist an aggression of which tlie manifest claim is to ai)ply the rights of freedom to the

uses of tyranny, and convert an act of justice into a meaus of domination. Let us not be ashamed
of arguments in behalf of justice to the Romanists simply because we see them Jesuitically quoted to palliate
Romanist encroachment. It was quite within the power of the Pope to have provided for the spiritual

government of the English branch of his church without offence or insult. He was not called on to assume
that the entire country had just been rescued from heathenism and restored to the supremacy of the Papal
hierarchy. He needed not to have swept away the whole Protestant population to make room for the

hierarchy of something less than a million of his fellow-believers. He needed not to have revelled in the

anticipated fall of our national faith by way of exalting and aggrandising his own. One of the most intelligent
and liberal Roman Catholics in England, Lord Beaumont, has put the case unanswerably.

" To send a

bishop to Beverley for the spiritual direction of the Roman Catholic clergy in Yorkshire," he remarks,
" and

to create a see of Beverley, are two very different things : the one is allowed by the tolerant laws of the

country ; the other requires territorial dominion and sovereign power within the country. If you deny that

this counti"y is a fief of Rome, and that the Pontiff has any dominion over it, you deny his power to create a

territorial see, and you condemn the late bull as
' sound and fury signifying nothing.' If, on the contrary,

you admit his power to raise Westminster into an archbishopric and Beverley into a bishopric, you make
over to the Pope a power which, according to the constitution, rests solely with the Queen aud her

Parliament, and thereby infringe the prerogative of the one aud interfere with the authority of the other."

Nothing could moi-e tersely express the dilemma in which the Papal aggression has placed the honest

English Catholic. It is manifest to him, as to evei-y other rational person, that for all due purposes of

internal government in regard to the Roman Catholic ministry, the vicar-apostolic, or the bishop with a

title from his flock, was enough ; but for purposes of spiritual government and domination, the territorial

and purple prelate, with his retinue of synods, dioceses, and indefinite powers, was needed
;
the entire Canon

Law must be inflicted upon us, even at the cost of the Queen's prerogative ; and not alone the Roman
Catholic community, subject to spiritual penalties and pains for temporal fidelitj', but we, the uneuthralled
and free community of Protestants, are expected to submit to the infliction. The English people say they
will not submit, and who can blame them 1 Who can therefore charge them with bigotry or injustice ? It is

no violence to the principles of toleration that a creed, to which not only liberty of conscience is yielded,
but also all reasonable means of promoting and propagating itself, should be denied such privileges of external

action as are utterly inconsistent with the rights of other beliefs. The very territorial titles assumed, the

claim of a disposal of the soil, the assumption to govern England by provinces and dioceses with local titles

and unlimited jurisdiction, constitute a temporal pretension to which the rules of temporal government apply.

Nothing of all this was required to meet merely the spiritual wants of the Roman Catholic population. Notliing
of it was implied in the compact with our Roman Catholic fellow-citizens at the period of the Emancipation
Act. Rome, says the authorised organ of Roman Catholic opinion,

" has more than spoken. She has spoken
and acted. She has again divided our land into dioceses, and has placed over each a pastor, to whom all

baptised persons, without exception, within that district, are openly commanded to submit themselves in all

ecclesiastical matters, under pain of damnation
; and the Anglican sees, those ghosts of realities long smce

passed away, are utterly ignored." Was this the meaning of the compact of 1829 1 Is it within the limits of

any kind of allowable toleration, that a paramount spiritual authority derived solely from a foreign prince
should be permitted, even in name, to lord itself over the crown and constitution of England 1 Why, it is a

claim at this day rejected in every Roman Catholic countiy with the smallest title to mdependence ;
aud

ought it to be suffered in a country emphatically Protestant 1 There is a Galilean Church in France ; there

is a Catholic Church in Prussia, where education is free, and where prelates cannot be chosen without the

sanction of the sovereign ; but, according to Cardinal Wiseman, there can be no such thing in England.
The assertion is a disingenuous artifice ; nor is there anything more worthy of remark in the Appeal
than the manner in which important points of this nature are slurred, and othera elaborately dwelt upon
which no one is disposed to call in question.

It is not the denial of the Queen's spiritual supremacy, nor is it even the creation of a hierarchy (supposing
a case of necessity made out for it), which we would refuse to the Roman Catholic. The Emancipation Act

may have led to both, as it certainly did to one. But in conceding to the Catholics what we believe to

be theirs, it did not surrender to them what we know to be our own. It warranted nothing offensive

or aggressive. It may have been simply an act of justice on the part of the State to extend frank

recognition to the Roman Catholic people ; but after such an act the State should not have been ignored
by the class it had just raised and strengthened. Let the relative numbers of Catholic and Protestant in

Enghmd be compared; and the propriety of demanding for the minority an organisation co-extensive with
the wants of all, will be brought to a simple test. The insolence of the act did not even stop short, however, at

that monstrous inaptitude of means and ends. The vast majority of the nation has been treated as absolutely

non-existing, and authority over all baptised souls conferred without misgiving, as if the Roman Catholic

church were again predominant, and the privileges of Christianity denied to souls not baptised within its pale.
The question which arises upon this is a somewhat serious one. The most ardent friends of freedom have
to ask whether any sort of concession, directly leading to such encroachment, should have place in a scheme
of religious liberty. A State which has to care for the rights of many denominations, can have no title

to make concessions incompatible with the rights of any ; or a perfect Roman Catholic freedom might
include a perfect Protestant subjection. If simply the claims of conscience were in question, the
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course would not be difficult to take ; but it is not so ; and the pretence that would make it so is notoriously-
false. Cardinal Wiseman's Appeal proceeds wholly on the separability of the spiritual from the

temporal authority of Rome
;
and every one who has read history knows that they are inseparable. The

one has always proceeded in direct sequence from the other, just as the temporal persecutions of the Roman
church have been but the natural expression of her sph-itual infallibility. An absolute right to Persecute

only ceases when a church no longer claims an absolute right to Know. This is what the Cardinal
means by his sneer at the absence of "

clear, definite, and accordant teaching" from the English establishment ;

and this is what now suggests to all men the necessity of defining the amount of religious concession
which shall not be allowed to frustrate the ends of temporal legislation. It would have been thought
intolerable in England, even six centuries ago, that the country should have been mapped out into
ecclesiastical districts, and subjected to ecclesiastical governors, by the sole voice of a foreign potentate ;

and most certainly the Emancipation Act of the nineteenth century did not contemplate any such
thing. So far, the existence of Roman Catholicism is quite distinct from the uses and powers which the
toleration of its existence is now sought to subserve. Nor can we admit that the clause by which the
authors of the Emancipation Act expres.sly prohibited Romanist prelates from assuming the titles of
sees of the Established Church, is by any means an argument for the assumption of titles from places
contained within those sees, and the pretence to authority over them. Even if the law shall declare
that the letter of the Emancipation Act has in that respect been kept, most assuredly its spirit has been
violated.

But wonderful is the coolness with which the Cardinal throughout his Appeal treats the records
of times past, as well as of our own. We have but to listen to him, and believe that wherever
a religious house existed in old Roman Catholic days, a paradise of comfort and happiness spread itself

around, taking and giving blessmgs. A pretty picture ! and a pity that any rude hand should deface
it ! But did it never occur to his Eminence that some one might have time and patience to call

History itself into court ? Here it is, within reach, and in tones imdistorted by prejudice or faction. We
have but to open, no pai-ticular or party record, but the statute book of the reign preceding that of the
Reformation—while Luther was still but a poor Franciscan school-boy at Magdeburg, smging songs in the
street for bread— to find what a crying evil and gi'ossuess the lives of the Romish clergy had become. In one
enactment, passed by our English parliament, it is expressly declared to be lawful for bishops and other ordinaries
to punish priests, clerks, and religious men for incontinence ; for which offence, so flagi-ant and unceasing its

occurrence, they might commit them to prison at discretion, and should be liable to no action for so doing.
Nay, in the reign preceding, some ten years before the accession of Henry VII., we have the direct authority
of a great dignitary of the Roman Church for the profligacy prevailing among its members. ArchbLshop
Bourchier, in a commission empowering his commissary-general to take measures for the establishment of
an improved discipline, refers to numbers of the clergy both secular and regular as pereons wholly destitute
both of literature and capacity, profligate as they were ignorant, neglecting then' cures, spending their time
in strolling about the country in the company of loose women, and their incomes in feasting, drinking, and
other excesses. It is to be observed, too, that in the popular outcry against the church which these
excesses raised, the storm fell as heavily on the regular clergy or monks, as on their secular brethren,
the parish priests. The increase of wealth had done its evil work in all directions; and an affectation

of concealment, which for a time preserved the shows of decency, had long been put aside. Pope
Innocent VIII. issued a bull soon after Henry VII.'s accession, wherein, after stating the mtelligeuce he had
received of the reprobate lives led by all the monastic orders in England, he ordered Archbishop
Morton to admonish the heads of convents of the necessity of reform, and to threaten compulsoiy
proceedings if the admonition appeared to be neglected. Morton sent letters in consequence, and that
which he addressed to the Abbot of St. Alban's has been preserved. It describes the monks of his

abbey as notoriously guilty, not only of libertinism in all its forms, but of almost every other kind of

enormity. The abbot individually is reproached with having filled two neighbouring nunneries, over which
he pretended to have a jurisdiction, with women of infamous character, after having turned out their proper
inmates

; and he and his monks, besides openly keeping concubines, are accused of being in the habit of

frequenting these convenient establishments in the most shameless manner. Specific instances are mentioned
not fit to be recorded here, but within easy reach of all who wish to consult them. Was it such a Moslem
"
paradise" as this to which his Eminence referred 1 Or, was he momentarily confusing past and present,

and thinking of the little paradise of comfort, knowledge, and happiness, left behind him as he quitted
" the

Flaminian gate." Under the very shadow of the Papal Palace at this moment there is a papist population,
of which the proportion of priests is little less than one in eighteen, more ignorant, depraved, and criminal
than anywhere else on the face of the civilised world. Nor does any man knov? better than Doctor Wiseman
that the tendency of his religion, as at present professed, is to continue large masses of its population in that
state

; for, all genuine power having departed from it when its power of inspiring genuine belief passed away,
the sti-ength of his church now mainly depends upon this, and this alone.

The English people know it, and it is too late now to persuade them otherwise. They know that wherever

knowledge, freedom, and the arts of life have made advance during the last three centuries, the advance has been
in the teeth of the Roman Catholic Church, and in the inverse ratio to her power. Where she has been, they
know that the richest lands on earth have become sterile ; where she has not been, they know that the blessings
of abundance have replaced sterility. They have but to look at Spain ;

or think of Holland; or, sending a

glance across the waters of the wide Atlantic, to compare the career of the respective populations in the New
World who have continued or escaped that thraldom. The plain and simple tnith therefore is that the

English people won't have it. They spurn it for every reason that has most weight with man. Spiritually
it jars with all that is most dear to them— its piiuciplcs with their love of religious ti-uth, its practice with
their love of religious liberty : driving them to shows of persecution that they may vindicate their hatred
of its reality, and forcing them into the ranks of intolerants to fight the fight of toleration. Nor is it less

opposed materially, than spiritually, to all that has made them what they now arc. What Father Newman
said the other day in Birmingham is true, though in a sense different from that in which he said it.

English people liad had enough of blessings and absolutions, and quite enough of the intercession of

saints, when,
"
preferring the heathen virtues of their original natm-e," they fell back with closed affections
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and haughty reserve upou their worldly integrity, honoxir, energy, pi-udence, and perseverance ;
and

forthwith began to rise to a station higher than the heathen Komau, and in three centuries have attained

a wider range of sovereignty,
" from which they look down in contempt on what they were, and on the

religion which reclaimed them from paganism." And why should thej' not? Is it in the nature of the

divine law that man should go backward, or forward 1 It may be very melancholy to contemplate the fall

of any faith, whether paganism or popery; but history records no such catastrophe from which new

development has not begun. The law of the earth is to advance ;
and what seem to be retrogi-ade movements

are but so many furtherances of it. The straight line in civilisation may be no where discoverable ; but

progress, its object and law, never comes to a stand. The fire is dark when new fuel has been flung upou
it, but the light is not extinguished. New strength and brilliancy are to follow.

Nor is it simply Doctor Nicholas Wiseman and his friends whom it behoves to take this truth to heart.

Does any one doubt that our own divisions have been the chief inducement to the papal aggression 1 Does

any one, who looks the truth lioldly in the face, hesitate to feel or say that something more must result

from the existing agitation, than the mere defeat of Roman Catholic pretensions'? It is little to repel the

enemy from the gate if the traitor remains in the citadel. Nor will it suffice to remove individual

offenders. The ground of offence, the pretence for treason, must also be rooted out, at once and for ever.

The English Church was the result of a compromise with Romanism, which still lingers too much in her

constitution, her doctrines, and her services. Let her be compared with the protestant churches of France,

Germany, and Geneva, and this will be seen. Let comparison be made of her doctrinal confessions and dis-

courses with her thanksgivings and prayers. Let the agitation which denounced Doctor Hampden be examined
side by side with the determination which supported Mr. Gorham. Acts of uniformity have been passed in

vain. Between churches of the same profession, within a hundred yards of each other, are seen daily svxch

differences of doctrine and ceremonial as would only be intelligible in churches the most widely apart
even to the denial of a common Redeemer. Yet against the long and quiet usage of the one, the other can

oppose its mbric
;
and in the very face of the simple grandem' of the Liturgy may be flaunted the mystical

pretensions of the Articles. It is time that an end should be put to this, and that " new presbyter
"
should

be no longer mistakeable for
" old priest writ large." Let us tolerate no longer in the English Church

even as matter of obsolete language, that blasphemous assumption of a power of absolution which
the form of Ordination allows, and which the simplicity of the Morning Service condemns. Let us

expunge those curses and mysteries of the Athauasian Creed for which the Litany offers no sanction. Let
us have no more unseemly disputes over that power of regeneration in baptism which no other

permitted miracle in our English Church warrants us in extending to an English minister. Mr. Bennet
told his audience at St. Barnabas three days ago that he could give rubrical authority for hghting
candles on the altar table and other fooleries committed in his church. This may be little excuse for a

man who knows the history of that rubric, and is under obligation as a Protestant minister to act in the

spirit of the intelligent faith he professes ; but it is excellent reason for the instant abolition of all further

pretext or warrant for such ab.surdities. They cannot have any meaning within the walls of a Protestant

church. There, they are simply what Lord John Russell calls them in his admirable letter, mummeries.
What they may be where the Catholic worship is still believed in, and they form but part of the outward

signs of mysteries which still have awful sanction in the hearts of worshippers, is not to the present purpose
in the least. No Protestant has the right to affix Cathohc signification to them.

What is the position of our leading English bishops, then, in this very matter? It was the Bishop of

London who officiated at the consecration of St. Barnabas, who previously approved of its Popish foppery
of decoration, and who, amid the candles and surplices and gorgeous accompaniments of the altar, did not

scruple to declare " his admiration of the splendour of God's house which shone around him, and his

appreciation of the imposing services in which he was engaged." Mr. Bennet is now using this fact as he
has a perfect right to do. Those very ceremonies and decorations, so stamped with Episcopal approval,
have since attracted crowds of Sunday rioters to interrupt the worship which they hold to be debased

by their continuance, and the interior of an English church has again been the scene of gross and revolting
disturbance. Mr. Bonnet's last sermon, protected by closed doors and many policemen, was in the form of

an appeal against the scandal and desecration of such scenes ; but incidentally it exposed the much greater
scandal. '• The Bishop of London," said Mr. Bennet,

" came to this church on St. Barnabas day, the 11th

of June last. He entered this house of God, and examined with a critical eye every portion of it. Every-

thing was pointed out to him by me ; nothmg was omitted. He came on a grand festival of the Church :

he consecrated this house of God
;
he gave us his blessing, and went away leaving us his benediction and

God speed you. Now, what difference can there be between June the 11th and November the 24th ?"

Ah ! what difference indeed ! How striking is this simple comparison of dates. God speed you ! on the

11th of June. The devil fly away with you ! on the 24th of November. But a great deal had happened
in the interval. In that interval the hope of establishing a Popery in England had been fi-ustrated by the over-

eagerness of a Pope in Rome
;
and the spiritual tyranny which Charles James had been labouring for, Pic

Nono came too suddenly to claim. Let not this be forgotten in the midst of the present excitement, or its

result will be to abridge our liberties instead of extending and securing them. The Bishop of London, in

his charge of the 2nd of November, took the load in denouncing
"
anything which may seem to indicate a

wish to make the slightest approach" to what he had previously encouraged and assisted without scruple ;

and he has been followed by men, formerly more active even than himself in sanctioning covert Popery
under the guise of Puseyism, who are now the loudest in swelling the general clamour, in denouncing the

rival Pope, and in crying out for stringent measures against him. This is what, most of all, we have to

guard against now. " AVe think we are carrying the Tractarians with us," says the excellent Dean of

Bristol
;

" but in fact they are tricking us into support of them."

Following the inestimable counsel of that ti-ue and honest divine, we repeat that all of us will have reason

to deplore the unexampled excitement now going on around us, if we do not pluck the flower from beneath

the nettle. What we want is not simply to drive away the Pope of Rome, but to extirpate the popes of

England.
"
If it could be proved to bo really true," said the Dean of Bristol, at a meeting in that city,

" that

the Church of England does speak with so xmcertain a voice as to admit within her pale the superstitious

spirit of Rome, and its rites and observances, the people of England owe a great duty to the Almighty God
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of truth, and that is, not to rest until a Church speaking so uncertainly be again reformed, and brought
nearer to the principles of the Reformation : that i.s, to the principles of the pure, sincere word of God.
There is a great contest going on in the world ; we have not only to contend against Roman Papacy, but we
have to contend against Anglo-Papacy." With the comment of these admirable sentences let the reader

compare the Bishop of London's charge ; and still more the recent public addresses of such men as
Dr. Philpotts, Dr. Bagot, and Dr. Wilberforce ; and say whether the indignation so expressed against
Popery be not simply the irritation of a would-be rival popedom. They advance the most insolent

pretensions, in the very act of repelling the insolence of others ; and would resist an organisation against
human liberty, by an authority as powerful, compact, exclusive, and domineering. They deny the

spiritual supremacy of the Queen, they affirm the sacredness of the Episcopal office, they claim
unbroken descent from Apostolic times, and they challenge for the "

Anglican
"

priesthood the precise
authority and power which it possessed in the three first centuries of Christianity. la short they
ignore the Reformation altogether, except so far as it secures them their benefices ; and set up in its

place those preternatural pretensions, and that mystical character, which, during the whole of the present
agitation, has been more heartily denounced than even Popery itself bj^ the manly intelligence and
spirit of Englishmen. These are the men that now require watching yet more than the Cardinal and his
master. These are the men to be now, if ever, dispossessed of the power of future mischief. Our danger from
them is not the less because their outer}' is just now loudest against the commou danger. The more they
bully the Pope at present, the better their chance of escape from what is so richly their o^vn due. Perhaps
no man ever said more insulting things of Popery and its advocates than the Bishop of Oxford, the other

day, to his clergy ; and this at the very instant when he was claiming for his own Church precisely that
for which all freemen hate tlie Church of Rome. He called Popery by every evil name ; charged it with
all abominable and hypocritical practices ; and, himself the brother of a Romish convert, with man'ellous
taste selected a particular Romish convert for the special vials of his wrath and scorn. Father Spencer, it

seems, has lately been recommending a general conversion of the families of England, by means of the

scullei-y-maids ;
and this proposition, which one would have thought harmless enough. Dr. Wilberforce

protested had made his heart's blood run cold. "To think," he exclaims,
" that such words should be used by

onebeai'ingoneofthenoblest names in English history, and born in all those particulars of freedom which have
so long given to the English mind that frankness of character, honesty, and openness of purpose, and the
firm determination to hate and oppose all that is subtle and unclean, because untrue, for which it is

distinguished !

" Wondrous that the indignant speaker did not think of the mufato nomine, &c. ! It is for

others to do so. It is for Englishmen generally to examine into the nature and power of the influence
which has converted no less than three members of a family

"
bearing one of tlio noblest names of English

history
"
into allies and furtherers of Romish superstition, open or concealed. The first and greatest of the

family knew it well, and his life was, for the most part, devoted to open antagonism with it. No man more
resolutely opposed High Church pretensions than William Wilberforce. No man more hated priestcraft, or

preached with a more ardent zeal the necessity of breaking down the organisation by which alone its evil

potency is continued in England.
The conclusion of the great task, in whose commencement he was one of the leading workers, is the duty

that now waits the people of England. They are called to a new Reformation, and ought not to shiink
from that glorious labour. They will thus prove that love of the Church and love of freedom may be one
indeed ; and that English history, which has but one such example to show in the past, may for the future
be filled with its triumphant manifestations.

NARRATIVE OF POLITICS.

The following Letter from Lord John Russell to the

Bishop of Durham has been published. It is dated the
4th inst.

My Dear Lord,—I agree with you in considering
" the late

aggression of the Pope upon our Protestantism "
as " insolent

and insidious," and I, therefore, feel as indignant as you can do

upon the snhject.
I not only promoted, to the utmost ofmy power, the claims of

the Koman Catholics to all civil rights, hut I thought it right,
and even desirable, that the ecclesiastical system of the Roman
Catholics should he the means of giving instruction to the nume-
rous Irish immigrants in London and elsewhere, who without
such help would have been left in heathen ignorance.

This might have been done, however, without any such inno-
vation as that which we have now seen.

It is impossible to confound the recent measures of the Pope
with the division of Scotland into dioceses by the Episcopal
Chnruli, or the arrangement of districts in England by the Wes-
leyan Conference.
There is an assumption of 'power in all the documents which

have come from Rome—a pretension to supremacy over the
realm of England, and a claim to sole and undivided sway, which
is inconsistent with the Queen's suiiremacy, with the rights of

our JJishops and Clergy, and with tlie spiritual independence of

the nation, as asserted even in the Roman Catholic times.

I confess, however, that my alarm is not equal to my indig-
nation.
Even if it shall appear that the ministers and servants of the

Pope in this country have not transgressed the law, I feel per-
suaded that we are strong enough to repel any outward attacks.
Tlie liberty of Protestantism has been enjoyed too long in Eng-
land til allow of any successful attempt to impose a foreign

yoke upon our minds and consciences. No foreign Prince or
Potentate will be permitted to fasten his fetters upon a nation
which has so long and so nobly vindicated its right to freedom of

opinion, civil, political, and religious.

Upon this subject, then, I will only say that the present state

of the law shall be carefully examined, and the propriety of

adopting any proceedings with reference to the recent assumption
of power deliberately considered.
There is a danger, however, which alarms rae much more than

any aggression of a foreign Sovereign.
Clergymen of our own Church, who have subscribed the

Thirty-nine Articles, and acknowledged in explicit terms the

Queen's supremacy, have been the most forward in leading their

flocks,
"
step by step, to the very verge of the precipice." The

honour paid to saints, the claim of infallibility for the Church,
the superstitious use of the sign of the Cross, the muttering of

the Liturgy so as to disguise tlie language in which it is «"ritten,
the recommendation of auricular cimfession, and the administra-
tion of penance and absolution—all these things are pointed out

by Clergymen of the Church of ICngland as worthy of adoption,
and are now openly repreliended by the Bishop of London in his

Charge to the Clergy of his diocese.

What, then, is the danger to be apprehended from a foreign
Prince of no great power, compared to tlie danger within the

gates from the unworthy sous of the Churcli of England herself?
I have little hope tliat the proi)ounders and framers of these

innovations will desist from their insidious course. Hut I rely
with confidence on the people of England, and I will not bate a

jot of heart or hope .so long as the glorious principles and the

immortal martyrs of the Reformation shall be held in reverence

by the great mass of a nation whicli looks with contempt nn the

mummeries of superstition, and with scorn at the laborious en-

deavours whicli are now making to confine the intellect and
enslave the soul. I remain with great respect &c.

Many addresses to the bishojjs from the clergy of their

respective dioceses have received replies from the

reverend prelates :
—

Tlie Archbishop of Cantcrbviry briefly thanks the

parties who had addressed him, fur
"
protesting against

the unexampled cneroaehment upon our constittition in

Church and State attempted by the Pupe of Rome :"

the spirit roused is gratifying to him, and lie hopes
that the assault will only confirm more strongly the
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principles of the Reformation. The Bishop of Lincoln

urges temperate and uncxagrgcrated exposure of the

erroneousness of the Romish tenets ;
and prays God to

remove internal dissension, and whatever may hinder

godly union and concord.—The Bishop of Chester

resents the treatment of our Estalilishcd Church as a

nullity, and the taking possession of the country as a

spiritual waste : he confidently relies that the Govern-

ment and Legislature will take effectual care of the

Royal supremacy and national independence.
—The

Bishops of Bristol and of Bath and Wells concur in

deeming the act schismatical ;
and the Bishop of Ripon

reminds the Pope of the declaration by his predecessor

Gregory the First, that
" whosoever doth call himself

universal bishop doth forerun Antichrist."—The Bishop
of Exeter, speaking of Lord John Russell's letter,
" which throws the whole blame of encouraging the

Pope on a few silly or unfaithful ministers of our own
church," declares that he " stands aghast at the prodi-

gious hardihood of the noble lord's reliance on such

entire forgetfulness of recent facts, or such utter dis-

regard of truth and justice, as he is thus pleased to

attribute to the people of England." With reference to
" the Roman Catholic schism in this country," he coun-

sels his clergy
" to avoid giving any reasonable ground

of offence to the feelings or even the prejudices of your
people. As far as outward observances are concerned,
I repeat what I said to you five or six years ago,

' The

peculiar dangers of the times, as well as the prevailing
tone of public opinion, call upon you most powerfully,
as you would avoid being in the number of those by
whom offences come, to forbear all unnecessary innova-

tion, especially that worst kind of innovation the

revival of obsolete usages not required by law, which
are associated in the minds of the people with the super-
stitions and corruptions of Rome." And he meekly
thanks them for their affectionate attachment to their

bishop, through twenty years of more than ordinary
difficulties and perplexities.
The Dean of Bristol, in a speech delivered at a

meeting of clergy in that city on the 6th, entered

fully into the different points of the question. He
warned his hearers against being hurried into ex-

aggeration, and into complaints and fears which would

eventually only excite ridicule. " Let us feel," he said,

"very contentedly aware that the Pope can neither

confirm nor invalidate our orders nor any other orders

than those of his own communion ; and let us feel per-

fectly persuaded that our two most reverend prelates
have not less sure and comfortable possession of the

rights and revenues of their provinces at this moment
than they have had hitherto. And let us not for a

moment believe that the Pope can secure to himself, or

to any delegates of his, so much as one atom of jurisdic-
tion in England, no, not even over the most abject slave

to his superstition. Nor let us trouble ourselves to show,
as some take great pains to do, that the Pope has no
claim to dominion in this realm, because of some inde-

pendence of the Church of England prior to the Pope's
usurpation of supremacy here, through Augaistine, or

through the Norman princes. Let us be very well content
to know that, ifthis priest of Italy had had dominion over
us up to this very hour, it would have been quite enough
cause and excuse to us that he should cease to have it

simply in our choosing no longer to submit to it. Lot those

grovel who will in this unworthy inquiry. Let us
rather learn to know what is Christian liberty, and to

thank God that we have it. Nor let us rail against
' the schism

'

of the Pope's measure, and talk of its

being a
' fundamental principle of the universal church

that there can be but one bishop in a diocese.' So

doing, we condemn our own church, who at the Re-
formation sent bishops to Ireland, in my opinion then

Catholic, and since to Canada, and to our colonies, to

Malta, and to Jerusalem
;
we condemn the Bishop of

London, who does not scruple to confirm when he is in

France, and to license a cleigyman in a Roman diocese

at Madeira ; we condemn the episcopal church of Scot-

land, who sent a bishop to reside at Paris
; we condemn

ourselves, who, I presume, without scruple, would use
the ministrations of a Protestant bishop if we happened
to sojourn in a Catholic diocese." He considered, how-
ever, that the manner of the Pope's measures should

meet with proper reprobation ;
and he suggested that

an address should be prepared to the Queen, conveying—"
First, our regret that any foreign potentate should

appear to lay claim to supremacy which is vested
in the Crown, and to a jurisdiction in direct contra-

vention to our law
; next, our very humble but urgent

request that her Majesty should withdraw those marks
of favour and of confidence which she has been pleased
so graciously to confer on the prelates of a church, both
in Ireland and the colonies, who gave her no other

return than ingratitvide and indignity ;
and lastl}', a

renewed declaration of our perfectly unreserved attri-

bution to the Crown of ' the supremacy in all causes,

&c.,' adding that we feel ourselves impelled to that

declaration because of the denial of that supremacy
by some who, having made the declaration at their

ordination, think fit now to modify it, and yet to

retain their degrees and benefices. I would further

suggest that wo adopt partially tho advice of the

Bishop of London, and petition Parliament to the effect

that if the law be not already such as shall prevent any
person or persons whatever from claiming jurisdiction
in the British dominions, or delegating an aiithority in-

dependent of the Crown, or superior to the law, or

conferring titles of honour, or designations which seem
meant to convej^ inde])endent authority, a law shall be

forthwith passed which shall secure such result." But,
the Dean contended, the real danger arose from the

Tractarian party in the Church itself.
" The Papists,

themselves," he observed, "seem to admit that all this

unwonted success, astonishing themselves, and all their

new-born hopes, are attributable to the existence and to

the working of Tractarianism. They allege freely, they
have never concealed that Tractarianism is doing their

work. It is when Tractarianism has unsettled the

Protestant that the Romanists step in. They haunt
Tractarian congregations ; they track and note those

unto whom they "think they may most safely address

themselves; they arrange the meeting with them, as if

it were casual ; they convey letters to them— I speak of

what I know
;
their argument is, that the Church of

England does not, with any certainty, teach or offer

what the Tractarian minister tells them, and as they
admit, rightly tells them, is necessary either to a saving

faith, or to spiritual life, but that the Church of Rome
does

;
and so they ply and gain their victims."

" But

how," the Dean asked,
" was the evil to be counter-

acted ? How best oppose Tractarianism ? How best

not only show its identity with Romish falsehood, and
its most plain contrariety with the history, the for-

mularies, the temper, and aim of the Church of Eng-
land ? How best remove it from contact w ith our un-

suspecting people ? The Bishop of London desires us,

in this crisis, to preach controversial sermons ;
I pre-

sume his lordship means against the Romanists,
and not the Tractarians. But what if we

preached controversial sermons all our lives long,
and every day of our lives, either against Ro-
manism or Tractarianism, what effect would this

have if our authorities countenanced, shielded, pro-

moted, or were by law unable to rebuke the Tractarians ?

Tractarianism will never be efTectually checked ;
Trac-

tarianism will only smile, or deride our every effort,

until the autliorities of our church can be induced to

perceive and acknowledge the utter repugnance between
Tractarianism and the teaching of our church, and the

teaching of the Saviour and his Apostles." The
Dean therefore concluded that the Bishops should

separately be memorialised by the clergy and laity, in

conjunction, of their several dioceses, urging them to

remove, or at least to discountenance and restrain,

Tractarian teaching and practice. He desired that

such addresses should emanate from mixed meetings.
" For too long (he said) and too much it has been the

effort of one part of the clergy to make a distinction,

and so cause division, between the clergy and the laity.

We cannot too soon connect ourselves with the laity
in all common counsels, and most especially connect the

laity with the Bishops in kind, equal, and unreserved
communication on all that concerns the interests of the

church and of religion."
Numerous public meetings on the subject of the

Papal Aggression have been held in the metropolis and
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in all parts of the kingdom. A few only can be men-
tioned as specimens.
The Court of Common Council held two meetings, on

the 7th and the '21st. At the former, Mr. J. Wood gave
notice of motion for an address to the Queen in reference
to the proceedings of the Pope of Rome, and expressing
the undiminished attachment of the Corporation to her

Majesty's person, authority, and government. As he
resumed his scat, amidst " immense cheei-ing," Mr.
Blake started up, and moved the rescinding of standing
orders, so that he might propose a vote of thanks to

Lord John Ru.ssell for the noble letter addressed to the

Bishop of Durham. He read the letter, amidst loud

cheering, tumultuously renewed, with clapping of the
hands from all members of the court. Mr. Bennock,
Mr. R. Taylor, and Alderman Wilson, supported the

motion, and it was carried by acclamation. A resolution
of thanks was then proposed and unanimously carried

;

and it was ordered that a copy should be presented to

Lord John Russell. At the latter meeting, Mr. Wood
moved the address, which was seconded by Mr. Blake.
Mr. Carr, a Roman Catholic, opposed the address, as

promoting deplorable excitement which would separate
man from man. The address was carried with the

single dissentient voice of Mr. Carr.
At a meeting of the parish of St. Mary-le-Strand, the

Rev. Dr. Jelf, Principal of King's College, in moving a
resolution acknowledging the Queen's supremacy, and
repudiating the ecclesiastical authority of the Pope in

this country, made the following statement:—"The
Queen herself had been the first to resent the recent
audacious usurpation of the Pope. She sent speedily
for the Home Secretary, who found her in her drawing-
room in a state of great excitement, and her Majesty
exclaimed,

'

Sir George, I am Queen of England, and I

will not bear this.' (Cheers.)" Mr. Daniel, a barrister,

gave a version of the same story, with a little more
theatrical embellishment, at a meeting in St. Andrew's,
Holborn. He said—" A very few days after the Pope's
bull was published there was a report current amongst
them that her Majesty, the first time she read it, sent

instantly to Lord John Russell, commanding liis imme-
diate attendance. • On arriving, his lordship found her

Majesty reading the bull, and the first thing she said

to him was this ;
— ' My lord, am I Queen of England ?

'

Lord John Russell replied,
' Who dares doubt it,

madam ?
' and her Majestj-'s rejoinder was,

' Look to

it, my lord.' Hence, they might depend upon it, had
arisen Lord John Russell's movements, and the invita-

tion which had been given to her Majesty's subjects to

do what those assembled were doing that night. Her
Majesty was as sound as the British oak. (Tremendous
and long-continued cheers for her Majesty followed this

statement.)" Archdeacon Hale appeared at another

meeting, also to vouch for expressions which, of course,
were never uttered by her Majesty.
Among the most remarkable provincial meetings was

that held at Bristol, on the 20th. It was one of the

largest and most influential ever held in that city. The
Dean of Bristol enforced the sentiments which he had
lircviously delivered at the meeting of the clergy, in a

speech of great power, which made a deep impression on
the assembly.
The meeting at Liverpool, on the 20th, was attended

by a numerous body of Protestant inhaliitants
;
and a

number of Roman Catholics were also present, in con-

sequence of placards in the streets,
" to prevent their

religion from licing insulted and their rights trampled
upon." They interrupted the proceedings by hooting
and groaning ; and, when some of their number at-

tempted to speak, they met a similar reception from
the other side. When the Rev. Hugh M'Neile rose to

speak, the uproar became an absolute riot. When he
found he could not obtain a hearing, he drew a chair,
and sitting down, leisurely began to make a speech to

the reporters. The gentlemen of the press stood \ip,

and, leaning forward with their note-books, formed
themselves as well as they could into an audience for

the reverend gentleman. This proceeding was at first

received with shouts of laughter and great cheering by
the vast meeting. But presently the malcontents jumped
upon the reporters' table, and made a sortie upon the

platfin-ra. 'I'he confusion at this moment wa.s inde-

scribable. Inkstands were upset, and note-books and
slips of copy were flying about in all directions. The
reporters were compelled, of course, to leave their seats
and take refuge upon the platform. At this moment
a body of the police, nrmed with their staves, made
their appearance, and attempted to drive the invaders
back into the pit. The mayor mounted the table, and
exclaimed that he would not desert his post, although
his worship's voice was all but inaudible in the uproar.
In a few minutes, through the exertions of the i)olice,
the disturbance was subdued, and the proceedings were
resumed.—Dr. M'Neile finished his speech, and the Pro-
testant party carried all their resolutions.

The meeting of the county of York on the 22nd was
attended by above 9000 persons, comprehending the

principal noblemen and gentlemen of the county. A
letter from Lord Beaumont to the Earl of Zetland,
intended for that meeting, did not reach Lord Zetland
till after the meeting had taken place, but has since
been published. It expresses the entire concurrence of
the writer, though a Roman Catholic, with the object
of the meeting.
The following address, said to be from the pen of Dr.

Wiseman, has been circulated for the purpose of obtain-

ing signatures :
—

" TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.
"
May it please your Majesty—We, the undersigned

subjects of your Majesty residing in England, and pro-

fessing the Roman Catholic religion, beg to approach
your Majesty's throne, there to express our sentiments
of unimpaired and unalterable fidelity to your Majesty's
I'oyal person, crown, and dignity." At a moment when attempts are being made to

impeach our loyalty, we consider it a duty to give fresh

utterance to these our feelings."
During centuries of exclusion from the privileges of

the constitution, and from the rights enjoyed by their

fellow-subjects, the Catholics of England remained tnie
to their allegiance to the Crown of this realm, and

yielded to none in their readiness, at all times, to defend
its rights and its prerogatives against every foe. And
now that, under your Majesty's wise rule, we enjoy equal
participation with others in the Ijenefits of the constitu-

tion, we are more than ever animated with the same
sentiments of fidelity and attachment, and are equally
ready to give proof whenever occasion may present
itself of the sincerity of our loyal professions.

" The dearest of the privileges to which we have thus
been admitted by the wisdom of the British Legislature
is that of openl)' professing and practising the religion of
our fathers, in communion with the See of Rome. Under
its teaching we have ever learnt, as a most sacred lesson,
to give to Ca-sar the things that are of Cassar, as we give
to God the things that are of God. In whatever, there-

fore, our Church has at any time done for establishing its

regular system of government amongst its members in

this island, we beg most fervently and most sincerely to

assure your Majesty that the organisation granted to

us is entirely ecclesiastical, and its authority purely
spiritual. But it leaves untouched every tittle of your
Majesty's right, authority, power, jurisdiction, and

prerogative, as our Sovereign and as Sovereign over
these realms, and does not in the leastwise diminish or

impair our profound reverence, our loyalty, fidelity,
and attachment to your Majesty's august person and
throne

;
and we humbly assure your Majesty that among

your Majesty's subjects there exists no class who more

solemnly, more continually, or more fervently pray for

the stability of your Majesty's throne, for the preserva-
tion of your Miijesty's life, and for the prosperity of

your Majesty's empire than the Catholics of England,
in whose religion loyalty is a sacred duty and obedience

a Christian virtue."

Cardinal AViseman has published an Appeal to the

People of Eiir/land, in justification of the recent mea-
sures of the Pope ; a document of great lengtli and

ability. Prefixed to it is an introduction, purporting to

be a history of the Catholic hierarchy in Englan<l ;
and

he proceeds to treat the question under the following
heads:— 1. The royal supremacy, and bishops named by
the Crown. 2. What was tlie extent of religious tolera-

tion granted to Catholics—Have they a right to possess

bisliops or a hierarchy ? 3. How could Catholics obtain
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their hierarchy ? 4. Does the appointment of a Catholic

hierarchy trench on the prerogatiye of the Crown ?

5. Has the mode of establishing the hierarchy been

insolent and insidious ? 6. The title of Westminster.

In repellina: the charge, in Lord John Russell's letter,

that the Pope's measure is
" insolent and insidious,"

Dr. Wiseman quotes a letter which he had written to

Lord John from Vienna, on the 3rd instant, in which he

said—"
I cannot but most deeply regret the erroneous

and even distorted view which the English papers have

presented of what the Holy See has done in regard to

the spiritual government of the Catholics of England ;

but I take the liberty of stating, that the measure now
promulgated was not only prepared but printed three

years ago, and a copy of it was shown to Lord Minto by
the Pope, on occasion of an audience given to his lordsliip

by his Holiness." And he proceeds to say that he could

have anticipated no objection to the establishment of the

hierarchy in England, after what had been sanctioned

and done in Ireland, and in many of our colonies and

dependencies. He thus defends his assumption of the

title of Archbishop of Westminster :
—" The selection of

this title for the Metropolitan See of the new hierarchy
has, I understand, given great offence. I am sorry for

it. It was little less than necessity which led to its

adoption. I must observe that, according to the dis-

cipline of the Catholic Church, a bishop's title vxust be

from a town or city. In re-establishing a Catholic

hierarchy in England, it was natural and decorous that

its metropolitan should have his see at the capital. The

very term metropolitan signifies the bishop of the metro-

polis. This being the principal or basis of every
hierarchy, how was it to be acted on here ? London
was a title inhibited by law

;
Southwark was to form a

separate sec. To have taken the title of a subordinate

portion of what forms the great conglomerate of London,
as Finsbury or Islington, would have been to cast ridi-

cule, and open the doors for jeers, upon the new epis^

copate. Besides, none of these are towns or cities.

Westminster naturally suggested itself, as a city unoccu-

pied by any Anglican see, and giving an honourable and
well-known metropolitan title. It was consequently
selected, and I can sincerely say that I had no part
whatever in the selection. But I rejoice that it was
chosen. The Chapter of Westminster has been the first

to protest against the new archiepiscopal title, as thovigh
some practical attempt at jurisdiction within the Abbey
was intended. Then let me give assurance on that pr.int,

and let us come to a fair decision and a good under-

standing. The diocese, indeed, of Westminster embraces
a large district, but Westminster proper consists of two

very different parts. One comprises the stately Abbej',
with its adjacent palaces and its royal parks. To this

portion the duties and occupation of the Dean and

Chapter are mainly confined ; and they shall range there

undisturbed. To the venerable old church I may repair,
as I have been wont to do. But perhaps the Dean and

Chapter are not aware that, were I disposed to claim
more than the right to tread the Catholic pavement of that

noble building, and breathe its air of ancient consecration,
another might step in with a prior claim. For successive

generations there has existed ever, in the Benedictine

order, an Abbot of Westminster, the representative, in

religious dignity, of those who erected, and beautified,
and governed that Church and cloister. Have they ever
been disturbed by this

' titular ?
' Then let them fear

no greater aggression now. Like him, I may visit, as I

have said, the old abbey, and say my prayer by the
shrine of good Saint Edward ; and meditate on the
olden times, when the church filled without a corona-

tion, and multitudes hourly worshipped without a ser-

vice. Yet this splendid monument, its treasures of art,

and its fitting endowments, form not the part of West-
minster which will concern me. For there is another

part which stands in frightful contrast, though in imme-
diate contact, with this jnagnificcncc. Close under the

Abbey of Westminster there lie concealed labyrinths
of lanes and courts, and alleys, and slums, nests of

ignorance, vice, depravity, and crime, as well as of

squalor, wretchedness, and disease
;
whose atmosphere

is typhus, whose ventilation is cholera
;
in which swarms

a huge and almost countless ])opulation, in great mea-

sure, nominally at least. Catholic
;
haunts of filth which

no sewage committee can reach—dark corners wliicli no

lighting board can brighten. This is the part of West-
minster which alone I covet, and which I .shall be glad
to claim and to visit as a blessed pasture in which sheep
of holj- church are to be tended, in which a bishop's

godly work has 1o be done, of consoling, converting, and

preserving. And if, as I humbly trxist in God, it shall

be seen that this special culture, arising from the esta-

blishment of our hierarch}', bear fruits of order, peace-
fulness, decency, religion, and virtue, it may be that the

Holy See shall not be thought to have acted unwisely
when it bound up the very soul and salvation of a chief

pastor with those of a city where the name indeed is

glorious but the purlieus infamous
;
in which the very

grandeur of its public edifices is as a shadow to screen

from the public eye sin and misery the most appalling."
He denounces the conduct of the Anglican clergy on
this occasion ; thanks the " brave and noble-hearted

people of England, who would not be stirred up by
those whose duty it is to teach j'ou gentleness, meek-

ness, and forbearance, to support what they call a reli-

gious cause by irreligious means
;
and would not hunt

down, when bidden, your unoflendiug fellow-citizens,
to the hollow cry of ' No Popery,' and on the pretence
of a fabled aggression ;" and concludes by advising his

fellow-religionists :
—" Let your loyalty be unimpeach-

able, and your faithfulness to social duties above re-

proach. Shut then the mouths of adversaries, and gain
the higher good-will of your fellow-countrymen, who
Avill defend in j'ou, as for themselves, your constitutional

rights, including full religious liberty."
The Roman Catholics have also had meetings. At

one of them, held at Birmingham on the ISth, a tem-

perate address to the inhabitants was moved by Dr.

J. H. Newman, the Oratorian, and unanimously adopted.
Dr. Warcing has also published a mild and temperate
address to his townsmen of Northampton, which con-

cludes thus:—" For the ten years and upwards that I

have resided at Northampton, I have found nothing
but civility and good feeling among you ;

and it will

be something surprising to me if this feeling is dis-

turbed by an accidental change which concerns no one
but mj'self and my flock. I leave you to enjoy your
own opinions, and follow out your own views in reli-

gious and spiritual matters. Surely I may claim this

same liberty from you. In exercising this liberty, I

violate no law, I am guilty of no disloyalty to our gra-
cious Queen. Neither the law of the land, nor her

Majesty Queen Victoria, requires me to swear any belief

in the spiritual supremac)' of the Crown. In all temporal
matters I cheerfully obey the laws of the land I live in,

and am loyally and devotedly attached to my lawful

Sovereign, Queen Victoria
;
whom may God preserve

to reign over us."
The proclamation of a Romish hierarchy in England

had an efl'ect in reviving the celebration of the gun-
powder plot on the 5th inst., not only in the metropolis,
but in the provincial towns. It was no longer a mere
amusement for the street rabble

;
but many displays

evidently emanated from a class having larger means at

their disposal. Besides the usual parading of ridiculous

effigies by bands of boys, regular processions were

formed, in which men carried larger figures, or con-

veyed them in vehicles drawn by horses. Pope and

Popery came in for plentiful denunciation and ridicule,
and much money was got by those who exhibited for

the purpose of getting it. A remarkable demonstration
of the popular feeling was spontaneously made by the

n\imerous congregation assembled in St. Saviour's

Church on that day. When the congregation arose to

leave the church at the close of the service, the organ
began to play the air of the national anthem ; upon
which the whole congregation suddenly commenced the

words, and sang two verses with great enthusiasm.

Mr. Curling, one of the chaplains, then succeeded in

procuring a pause, and remarked, that as some ex-

pressions in the remaining verses were not quite

befitting the sanctity of the edifice, they had better

sulistitute the doxology. The organ began to play the
" Old Hundredth," and the people sang

" Praise God
from whom all blessings flow," with a fervour and

universality that evinced their cordial concurrence in

the suggestion of their pastor.
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Exeter distinguished itself by the splendour of its

display. There was a mock procession and " induction
of the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster and his

gang." Thirty bareheaded friars preceded a train of
some two hundred other Popish orders aud dignitaries,
who bore gigantic effigies of the Pope and Cardinal

Wiseman, aud of the Inquisitor-General, surrounded

by masked familiars, bearing gridirons, shackles, and
other instruments of torture. The processionists marched
to the Cathedral-yard, aud placed the effigies on an
enormous pile of wood. The whole was consumed
amidst a display of fireworks aud coloured lights, that
astonished and gratified ten thousand spectators.
The pageant of Lord Mayor's Day, the 9th, was got

up in an unusual manner. The custom of parading a
man in armour, which is said to have cost a life per
annum for a generation or two past, was discarded

;

and an attempt was made to organise a processional
feature, emblematic of the widened donrinion of
man over nature, and especially illustrative of our
own civilisation among the nations of the world. The
cortege took the usual route to the foot of Blackfriars

Bridge; thence, according to ancient usage, it went
by water to Westminster. lu Westminster Hall,
Recorder Stuart Wortley did the honours of in-

troduction, with a brief biographical notice, setting
forth the industrial career of John Mxisgrove, Esq., the
new Lord Mayor. Chief Baron Pollock congratulated
the Lord Mayor and the citizens alike, on the election

which had given the one so high a dignity and the others
so good a magistrate. The Chief Baron concluded his

remarks with an eulogium on the great event of the

coming year.
" On the subject of the approaching

gathering of the works of all nations, I entertain the

opinion," said the Conservative but liberal-minded

judge,
" that the beneficial results will be incalcu-

lable." After the usual invitation from the Lord Mayor
to the Judges for the evening banquet in Guildhall,
the Corporation officer witlidrew, and returned by water
to Blackfriars Bridge. Here the Lady Mayoress's
carriage was received into the grand cortege, and the

procession wound its way back to Guildhall. The
citizens crowded to the streets in numbers beyond
precedent, to witness the new tdlegorical display,
which gained universal approbation. The evening
banquet was held with customary splendour. The com-

pany began to arrive soon alter five. At half-past six.

Lord John llussell crossed the hall, amidst a vociferous

chorus of cheers. Besides the Premier, there were pre-
sent the Marquis of Lansdowne, the Marquis] of Clan-

ricarde, the Earl of Carlisle, Yiscount Palmerston, Sir

George Grey, Mr. Fox Maule, the Lord Chancellor, the

Lord Cliief Justice of the Queen's Bench, and other

Judges, Mr. Lawrence, and some others of the Foreign
Ministers, Lord Wharnclift'e, Lord Dudley Stuart, MP.,
with other Peers aud Members of Parliament. The
speech of the evening, of course, was that of the
Prime Minister. When he rose, his appearance was
the signal for tlic renewal of applause. Ladies waved
their liandkerchiefs, and gentlemen vied with one
another in expression of approbation and delight, and it

was some time before the noble lord could proceed. At
length, as by common 'assent, the welcome terminated
in one loud cheer, and almost in an instant there was

througliout the hall an entire silence, interrupted by
occasional cheers during Lord John's speech. He said,—" On behalf of her Majesty's Ministers, I have to

return our most grateful thanks to the Lord Mayor and
to this distinguished company for the lionour that has

been done us. I trust we deserve the praise which he
has been pleased to bestow upon us—that it has been
our endeavour to promote the best interests of the

country ; and it is a source of tlic greatest gratification
to us that at this moment tlie tranquillity of the country
and the general state of trade betoken a state of well-

being and ot comfort which we cannot but look upon
with the highest gratification ; and, gentlemen, if, as I

am sorrj' to say, some of the powers of Europe seem

disposed to interrupt that jieace which luis happily pre- ,

vailed for so many years, I can only say that the best I

endeavours of her Majesty's Government will be applied ,

to preserve that peace
—that we trust we may be sue-

j

cessful in that endeavour —and that, at all events, deep
|

and heavy will be the responsibility of those who
wantonly incur the miseries of war. With regard to

this country, we can have no hesitation in pronouncing
that we are preserving terms of amicable relations
with all the countries of the world, aud that we
trust those relations may be maintained. The Lord

Mayor, in speaking of any merits which her Ma
jesty's Ministers may have, has alluded to declara-
tions which have been made on my part. I can

only say, gentlemen, that that attachment to the

religious freedom of this country which 1 have liitherto

felt will always continue to animate my breast, and that
it will be my duty to maintain to the utmost of my
power the supremacy of our Sovereign (a loud and
general burst of cheering), and the religious liberties of
the people, from whatever quarter they may be assailed.

Let me add, however, one thing further. When perils
much more grave, much more imminent, impended over
this country, a wise Princess, who at that time ruled
our destinies, thought fit to call to her aid all those,
whatever might be their religious persuasion, who were
faithful to the throne and true to the interests of their

country. Such was the conduct of Elizabeth in times
of as great danger as ever occurred to this country.
Such conduct, I will venture to say, is worthy of imi-

tation
;
and 1 believe that with religious libertj' esta-

blished in this country, person of all religious i)ersuasions,
while obeying the dictates of their conscience as to the
mode of worship they think it right to adopt, may rally
round the institutions of the country, pay a grateful

homage to the Crown for the protection they receive,
and rejoice that they live in a land where freedom is

generally, and I trust I may say permanently, esta-

blished." Speeches were also made by Lord Lansdowne,
Lord Campbell, Lord Palmerston, Mr. Masterman, and

lastly by Sir Peter Laurie, who energetically declared
that " Britons never would be slaves, either to Pusey or

Pope."

NARRATIVE OF LAW AND CRIME.

Ix December last, the shop of Mr. Cohen, a jeweller
at Newcastle, uxis Rahhed of a large amount of pro-

perty. Not a single article lias been recovered. At
the Summer Assizes, John Bell was sentenced to trans-

portation for a burglary ;
since his conviction he has

made some revelations with respect to the robbery at

Mr. Cohen's. Mr. Simeon Joel, a bullion-dealer at

Newcastle, has been arrested, and was examined on the

7tli. Nothing suspicious was found on his premises.
The police proved that notice was given of the robbery
to Mr. Joel the day after it had been committed, to put
him on his guard in buying goods. Matilda Bell, wife

of the convict, stated that her husband came home on

Friday night (the burglary was committed on a Friday)
with a number of gold and silver spectacles aud eye-

glasses. Bell took some of the glasses out of the rims,
and left the house with them. He returned with two
earthen pots, in which he melted the gold and silver

rims. Next day he took the bullion and the pots in a

basket to Mr. Joel's shop ;
his wile waited without.

Bell gave her 11. aud the empty ba.cket when he came
from'jocl's. Some months afterwards, when Bell was
in custody, he told her to go to Mr. Joel for a sovereign
which was owing to him

;
Mr. Joel told her 'ne did not

know her husband, aiul did not owe him auything;
and hence arose Bell's revelations implicating Joel.

The police have found a number of eye-glasses buried

in Bell's yard ;
and on the jircmises other things taken

from Mr. Cohen's were discovered. Mr. Joel was
remanded.
A new Cabman's Trick has just been mentioned,

which is worth notice as a caution to the public. A
gentleman hired a cab to take hiiu and his luggage,

amongst which was a gun-case, from I'.uston Square to

the railway staticm at'Paddington. When he arrived

at the station, the cabman, with obsequious activity,

proceeded to unload, aud very quickly drove ott" upon
receiving his fare, but scarcely had the cab disappeared
when the gentleman missed his gun-case. The conse-

(luence was, that tlie journey was postponed, and the

gentleman returned to his house, but on his way he was
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informed by a policeman that the cabman who had just
left him at the station was by that time in Broad Street

depositing the gun-case which had been left in the cab,
and to a considerable portion of the value of which the
driver would be entitled for his honesty in giving it up.
The owner of the property went to tlie Commissioners
at Broad Street, representing the fact that the cabman
had made the "mistake" intentionally, for the purpose
of establishing a claim to the reward, and received
an answer from the dep6t exp essive of belief that the
case was exactly as the complainant had described it,

but admitting that the delinquent must still be rewarded,
in the apprehension that a refusal would aggravate the

system ofrobbery which the plan ofcompensation had been
made to diminish. The complainant was then obliged,
before he received the gun-case, to pay 10s. as a recom-

pense to the rascal by whom he had been put to expense
and subjected to disappointment.

Eliza Smalley, a girl of seventeen. Murdered her
Mistress, at Stow in Lincolnshire, and endangered her
master's Ufe, by putting a solution of arsenic in the
coffee they took for breakfast. Solutions of arsenic and

mercury were used at the farm to soak wheat. A por-
tion of the arsenical solution was in an iron pot, acces-
sible to the girl. Mr- and Mrs. Page (her master and
mistress) were taken ill after breakfasting, and Mrs.

Page died before surgical aid could be brought to bear :

her husband was saved. The girl confessed her guilt.
At the inquest, Cheney, a constable, stated that she

voluntarily said to him, her breast heaving violently
—

" Last Saturday my mistress said I had killed a fowl : I

told her I had not: yesterday morning I took some
mercury [arsenic] from an iron pot that stood against
the back-door, and put it into the coffee-pot : I did not
think it would kill her

; I only thought it would have
made her badly." "When I asked her where the pot
was," continued the constable, "she went and showed
it me. I held out no inducement to her. She confessed

freely and voluntarily." The Coroner, cautioning her that
what she said would be written down, asked Smalley—" Is this what you told Mr. Cheney ;

and is it the
truth ?

" Prisoner (hanging down her head)—"
Yes,

sir." Coroner—"How old are you.'" Prisoner—"I
am seventeen years of age, and have lived here ever since
last May-day. I have no reason to complain either of

my master or mistress. The pot stood at the back-door
for two days. I took the poison out with a gill mug ;

I
took it away and put it in the dairy after having washed
it. When I put the poison in the coffee-pot, I was in
the kitchen. I put in a gill-full, and the coffee was
boiled afterwards for a few minutes. My master and
mistress got their brealdasts immediately after the coffee
boiled. I saw both of them after they had done their
breakfast. I was with my mistress when she died. I
have never been either to church or chapel .since I have
lived here, but I used to go to church before I came
here, I never had a Bible, but I could read a little in
it if I had one. I know the Commandments, and I per-
fectly remember the sixth

;
it is,

' Thou shalt do no
murder.' I cannot write." The verdict was "Wilful
murder" against Eliza Smalley.
Warren, the man charged with Fraudently obtaining

Letters from the post-office, and Hannah Leonard, a
woman connected with him, were re-examined by the
Leeds Magistrates on the 9th. In addition to the affair
of the bill for 744/. stolen by Warren, a number of other
cases were investigated. Warren had obtained letters

containing a post-office order for 5^., and a railway divi-

dend-warrant for 6/. 9s. Old., which were intended for

Titley and Co., of Leeds; the money for each was ob-
tained by forging the signatures. A'letter addressed to
Mr. Thomas Craven, a corn-factor, was got by some one
from the post-office ;

it contained three railway dividend-
warrants— more than 30/. together; and they were
cashed at the bank, Mr. Craven's signature having been
forged on the back of the cheek, and the money got
from the bank. A watch found on the prisoner was
identified by Mr. Parker, the keeper of a coffee-house,
from whose premises it was .stolen. On the 11th more
evidence was taken. The magistrates considered the

testimony with respect to the 744/. bill, the 60/.

cheek, and tlie post-office order, sufficiently strong to
warrant the committal of Warren for trial on the

other charges arising out of them. But with respect to

cases, he was again remanded. The woman was
discharged.
At the Mansion-house, on the 12th, Mr Williams, a

tradesman in Regent Street, was brought before the
Lord Mayor on the charge of Stealing Silk. On the

preceding Friday, 60 pieces of plain and fancy silk were
stolen from the warehouse of Messrs. Watts, in Gutter
Lane

;
the silk was of peculiar manufacture, and was

worth from 500/. to 600/. On Monday, Mr. AViUiams
applied to Messrs. Shoolbred and Co., of Tottenham
Court Road, to know if they would buy a quantity of
silk

;
he produced twenty-two patterns ;

the price asked
was \s, 9d. per yard ;

he said the goods were to be sold
that evening, and that he sold them for himself. The
buyer at Shoolbred's recognised in the patterns silk for

which Messrs. Watts had asked him more than '3s. a

yard : he desired Williams to leave the patterns for a
time

;
a communication was made to Messrs. Watts, and

the patterns were identified. The police were informed
of the matter. Persons went to Mr. Williams's in the

evening, and made further inquiries about the silk. He
now said that he had only the patterns, but he could
communicate with the person for whom he wanted to

sell, in an hour's time. When the police appeared, he
could give no good description of the two men from
whom he said he received the patterns. Mr. North-
over, clerk to Messrs. Watts, identified the patterns
before the Lord Mayor : the price of the silks varied
from 3s. to is. 6d. a yard. The prisoner's counsel urged
that it was not likely that he had been engaged in a

burglary, and asked for his Hberation on bail, that the
real oft'enders might be taken. The Lord Mayor decided
that bail might be put in on a future day-

—two sureties
of 250/. each, and Mr. Williams in 500/.

At Marlborough Street Police Office, on the 12th, the
four men chai-ged with the Burglary at Mr. Holfoi-d's

were finally examined. Mitchell, who was so badly
wounded, appeared to have made considerable progress
to recovery. The only witness examined was Mr. Wake-
field, the surgeon at the House of Detention, who has
had Mitchell under his care. He described the wounds
he found \ipon him—in the body, the arms, the neck,
and the scalp ; he thought that sixty or seventy shot
had taken efl'ect. The riddled and bloody hat found in

the grounds was shown to Mr. Wakefield, and he thought
it probable that the shot-holes had been made by the

portion of the charge which entered the scalp. When
all the depcsitions had been read over, the prisoners
were asked if they wished to say anytliing; but they
declined. The magistrate discharged Rol)inson, who
was not proved to have been engaged in the robbery,
but who had been the companion of the other prisoners,
with advice to quit evil companions and get his living in

an honest way. The other men were committed for

trial.

Mr. John George Symes, lately a surgeon at Hunger-
ford, in Berkshire, Poisoned himself in London on the
9th. The deceased, who was a man of sixty-three, ac-

companied a friend to see the Lord Mayor's show, and
parted with him about twelve, promising to meet him
again in an hour, but his friend never saw him again.
A cabman drove Mr. Simes on Monday night, the 11th,
ft-om the Prince of Wales, Elizabeth Street, Eaton
Square, to a house in Tavistock Square. On arriving
there, Mr. Symes was found dead in the cab, and as the
owner of the house knew nothing of him, the cabman
drove with the body to the University College Hospital.
The deceased was sober when he entered the cab, in

which no jihial or vessel was found. When the body
was examined by the house-surgeon, prussic acid suf-

ficient to cause instant death was found in tlie stomach.
At the inquest, a relative of the deceased stated that he
was exceedingly sober and correct in his habits; and the
landlord of the Prince of Wales said the deceased, who
was then a little the worse for liquor, left his house

shortly after twelve o'clock on Monday night. His
conduct had been most gentlemanly, and did not betray
the least symptom of insanity. The verdict was, that
the deceased committed suicide in a certain cab, but
what was his state of mind there was no evidence to

prove.
The Reverend R. A. Johnstone, rector of a parish
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adjoining Brentwood, was charged with a Criminal
Assault on Ills Servant Girl, of fifteen; and the pre-

liniin;ii-y depositions of the girl and her mother made
the afikir look very disgraceful. On the day appointed
for the second examination, both the women were
absent

;
and it was stated that the family, a very poor

one, had been hurried up to Loudon, and could not be
traced by the police. Mr. Johnstone was held to bail

to appear again. He (the accused) attended before the
Brentwood Magistrates on the 7th. Mr. Clarksou was
his legal adviser. The police had not yet succeeded in

bringing forward the girl and her mother, though on

Thursday the ofiicei"s entered a house in the subui-bs of
London only a few houi'S after the fugitives had left it.

Mr. Clarkson tried to make the magistrates believe that
as there were no witnesses against his client they ought
at once to discharge him : but the bench refused, and

again remanded Mr. Johnstone. The accused has been
a very popular man in the locality, and an effective

preacher. He is married, but has no children. He
holds the rectory of West Horndon with Ingrave. On
the 14th he again appeared before the magistrates. The
girl (Mary Auue Doe by name) and her family had been
at length discovered in London, and captured by the

police. When Mrs. Doe saw her daughter in custody,
she ran towards her, grasped her hand, and exclaimed—"

Now, mind, my child, you tell the gentlemen it was
all wrong which you told them before : and if they ask

you how you came to tell such a tale, say you wasn't in

your riglit mind, and you didn't know what you said."

When the other witnesses were ordered out of court,
that the girl might be questioned, her mother held up
her finger to the daughter in a threatening manner.

Mary Anne Doe's former deposition was read, and she
declared it was untrue—she did not know what she was
after when she made it. Mr. Johnstone had not touched
her—she believed he had not, but she fainted away in

the kitchen
;
she had been ill all night before. In a

word, Mary Anne utterly denied all her former state-

ments against the defendant. Mr. Tower, a magistrate,
expressed his opinion that the complainant had been
most disgracefully tutored. The chairman said, they
had two depositions before them—one sworn in de-

fendant's absence; the other made in his presence, and

entirely rebutting the other. The case must therefore

be dismissed. The bench subsequently dii-ected that a

bill of indictment for perjury should be prepared against
the girl.
An inquest was held on the 14th on the body of Emily

Nott, a servant girl of one-aud-twenty, who had com-
mitted Suicide at Blackfriars Bridge. The girl had
formed an attachment to a police constable, who being
engaged to another woman, gave no encouragement to

her passion. On the preceding Monday she left her
situation and went to the Borough, where the officer

was, but before doing so, she placed on the window-sill

a letter which ran as follows :•
—" Dear Madam,—By the

time you receive this I shall be no more. I am, madam,
your unhappy servant, Emily Nott." She inquired
the way to Blackfriars Bridge, and having reached it,

mounted to the top, and plunged head foremost ou to

the causeway below. The policeman at the bridge saw
her fall, and on going to her, found her head battered

in. He lifted her up, when she groaned twice and

expired. The jury returned a verdict of Temporary
Insanity, and were further of opinion that the police
constable was free from blame.
Mr. Pennington, who for fifteen years past has filled

highly important offices in her Majesty's Treasury,
committed Suicide on the 14th. About half-past
4 o'clock, a police constable heard the report of fire-

arms in one of the plantations in Hyde Park, almost

opposite Gore House. He immediately entered the

park at the small wicket gate close to the spot, and dis-

covered Mr. Pennington lying on his back in the planta-

tion, with his arms extended. In his right hand a

dovible-barrcUcd pistol was tightly grasped, one of the

barrels of which had just been discharged ;
and on the

lock of the other barrel was a percussion cap, and the

lock was cocked. He was then still l)reathing, a molion
of the lips and mouth being perceptible for five or six

minutes. Mr. Bouncy, a surgeon of Knlghtsbridge,
examined the body, found that the deceased had shot

himself through the temple, and that the ball had passed
out at the back of the head. The body was then re-

moved to the dead-house of the parish, and the clothes

of the deceased were searched, where, besides money
and other effects, was a card-case, in which were two
cards with his name and address. Subsequently the
butler in the family went to Knlghtsbridge, and
identified the body as that of his master. Mr. Pen-

nington had a fit about three months since, from the

effects of which he had scarcely recovered, and about a

fortnight since he had resigned his situation. He had
left his house about half-past 2 o'clock in the afternoon,
to take a walk with his daughter, and returned home
in about an hour. Shortly afterwards he again went
out alone, saying he would take another walk. At the

coroner's inquest, on the 16th, it appeared clearly that he
had suffered from aberration of the mind. He was in his

fifty-sixth year ;
he was Auditor of the Civil List, and had

been a barrister. On one occasion, he told a friend that

he had experienced suicidal feelings
—a desire to throw

himself from a clifl' at Brighton, or to shoot himself if

a pistol had been within reach. Sir Frederick Tliesiger
saw him a few days before his death, and felt sure his

mind was not in a sound state. This was the impression
of the other gentlemen who were examined. Before

his illness, Mr. Pennington
" was of a particularly calm

and well-disciplined mind," said Sir Frederick Thcsiger,
"and was the last man who would commit suicide."

The jury at once gave this verdict—" That the deceased

had died by his own hand, while in a state of unsound
mind."
John Onslow, a policeman, was charged at the Lam-

beth Police Court ou the 16th, with having made a

False and Malicious Statement against Mr. Brookes,
the proprietor of the Jolly Butchers beerhouse, in

Lock's-fields. On Sunday evening, the 3d, Onslow pre-
sented himself at the door of the Jolly Butchers, and

having beckoned out the landlord, addressed him in a

low and confidential manner, saying,
"

Tell_
them not

to make such a noise." Mr. Brookes, surprised at his

manner, asked him what he meant; and Onslow, in

the same tone, said,
" Why, they are a-playing at cards

in your parlour." Mr. Brookes denied the_ assertion,

and asked him to go into his parlour and disabuse his

mind on the subject. Onslow went into the parlour,
and on his return said he knew the company had been

playing at cards, but had put them away. Soon after

this a sergeant came up, when Onslow improved upon
his story by saying that he had been watching the house,
and that he distinctly heard the parties inside call out

"High, low, jack, and game," as if they had been playing
at all fours

;
and further he said he mounted the window,

and saw the party engaged in playing cards. The land-

lord, astonished at the" hardihood of the man's state-

ment, spoke to his customers, and it was agreed that

they should at once proceed to the station-house, and

mention the circumstance to the inspector on duty. On

reaching the station-house, however, they found Onslow

there, and that he had actually made a report of card-

playing at the house. No information was laid on his

representation, but on the complaint of Mr. Broolis,

through Mr. Robinson, the superintendent, the Com-
missioners of police ordered the present inquiry. A
number of respectable witnesses, who had been in the

parlour of Mr. Brooks from 7 o'clock in the evening
until they went to the station-house, were called, and

swore distinctly that not only were there no cards played,
but not a single syllable was uttered about cards or

gaming of any sort, and therefore that the statement of

the defendant was a deliberate falsehood. The magis-
trate considered the charge clearly established against

the defendant, and that he was a most improper person
to hold the situation of constable longer. He then con-

victed him in a penalty of 10.5., or four days' imprison-

ment, wliich would lead to his immediate discharge from

the force. t j v
A Fearful Outrage has been committed at Leeds by

a band of Irish irauiigrants. On the night of Saturday,

the 16th, a body of men, armed with pokers, bludgeon.s,

and other weajjons, uiarched to the Foresters' Arms,
and finding it barred against thorn, broke the windows

and did other damage. Tliey then proceeded to Ball s

beer-house, at the door of which stood a pony, and one
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of the ringleaders, named Hogan, who was armed with

a heavy bludgeon, struck the poor animal upon the head
and stunned it. Two others, named Haley and Crattj',

the one armed with a poker, the other with a stick, then

forced their way into the house, and at once demolished
all the china, glass, and other articles in the lower rooms.

They next raised a wild Irish cry, and in a minute
stones and brickbats poured through the bar-window,

compelling the landlord and landlady to seek shelter in

a corner. Haley coolly drew out the money-till, and
cleared it of its contents—some HI. or 15^. Further

damage was done to the premises ;
then they retired,

and met two policemen, upon whom they made a furious

onslaught. The officers were knocked down, beaten,

kicked, and jumped upon until they were to all appear-
ance lifeless, and are lying in a dangerous state. About
this time a man named James Rhodes was passing along
the street, in company with his son, a boy of 10 or 11

years ;
three men stepjied from the crowd

;
one of them

flung a brick at Rhodes, which struck him upon the

temple and knocked him to the ground insensible. He
was conveyed to the infirmary, where he lay in a state

of unconsciousness until Monday evening, when he
became delirious, and died on Thursday. Six of the
men and a woman have been apprehended and examined
before the borough magistrates, by whom they have
been remanded.
A remarkable case of Fraudulent Concealment and

Disjjosal of Property occurred at the Insolvent Debtors'
Court on the 18th. Hugh Swan, the insolvent, had been
a linendraper, in Camden Town. He had been a bank-

rupt, and his last examination was adjourned sine die.

He had, since he petitioned the insolvent court, applied
to the Court of Bankruptcy to pass, but had not been
allowed. The opposition now made against him was
that he had kept fraudulent books, had defrauded his

creditors of goods, and concealed and made away with
considerable property. It appeared that in January,
1849, he contemplated a fiiilure, and schemes were con-
cocted to defraud his creditors. In April of the same
year he was made a bankrupt, having previously offered

his creditors a composition of 5s. in the pound. He now
admitted that he had removed, by the assistance of one
of his shopmen, George Boone, 300/. worth of stock just
before his failure. He also admitted that other property
had been removed to several persons to conceal. Also,
that he had 400/. in money, which he concealed, and

spent after his bankruptcj'. He had some plate which
his wife concealed, and which was pledged after the

banki-uptcy. He had a lease of his house in Camden-
town, which was mortgaged to be kept for him after his

bankruptcy. For some months before his failure he
had sold goods in his trade by auction. In the month
preceding his bankruptcy he got 1500/. of goods from
his creditors, and sent about 800/. worth to an auc-
tio!ieer's to be sold, and destroyed the documents, to
conceal it from his creditors. He also omitted debts
from his balance-sheet, and concealed the bills, in order
to receive the money afterwards. He advanced, prior
to his bankruptcy, to a market-gardener, named Bishop,
at Jlortlakc, 350/. to lay out on a farm, so that he might
have the benefit of it after liis bankruptcy. In order to

account for about 700/., he got a hairdresser named Main
to swear in the Court of Bankruptcy that he had pressed
him for payment. Both IMain and the insolvent swore
to the transaction, and the latter now admitted that
there was nothing due. The insolvent declared that he
was assisted by Boone and an attorney named Albert
Ileed in his affairs. They tutored him, and he lent
himself. Both these parties were in court; bvitas neither
side would call them they were not examined. The
insolvent declared that Reed, to whom he was recom-
mended by Boone, owed him 100/. prior to his bank-

ruptcy, and since he had advanced him (Ileed) 350/., of
which he was to return him 200/. He, however, had
turned upon him, and he (the insolvent) had given all

the information to his assignees. Propc>rty to about
1400/. had been recovered for the creditors. He made
the disclosures in court without hesitation. The details
of fraud and perjury amazed the auditors. He had
been in prison since March, and during the time his
wife and two children had died ! He was now without
funds, and appeared to receive the judgment of the court

for his offences. The judgment was that he should be

discharged when he had, from the date of his vesting
order (made about three months back) been in prison
for two years.
At Westminster Police Office, on the 18th, Goss,

butler to Mr. H. Drummoud, of Bryanstone Square,
was charged with attempting to create a Disturbance at
St. Barnabas Church on Sunday morning. A police

inspector said he hastened to St. Barnabas Church on

Sunday, in consequence of information which reached
him that a very large mob had assembled round the

church, threatening to break open the doors and commit
other acts of violence. On his arrival he saw a crowd
of several thousand persons around the church, princi-

pally composed of thieves and low characters, who were

threatening to break open the doors. He desired his

men to disperse the crowd
;
and while they were doing

so, the defendant, who had made himself particularly
active, endeavoured to force his way into the church.

Upon this, the crowd became more excited, and made
use of the most violent and threatening language. The
defendant was then taken into custody. A number of

policemen corroborated the evidence of the inspector.
Several witnesses were called by the accused

;
tradesmen

residing near the church, who were present at the dis-

turbance, attempting to gain admission to the church.

They averred that Goss was not disorderly, and merely
tried to enter the church when it was known that there
was standing-room within. The man at the door pro-
duced a "warrant" to exclude people, which was read
aloud. One witness stated, that during the altercation

at the door, a gentleman came out, got over the boundary
wall of the area of the church, and said he was disgusted ;

the candles were lighted, and it was Popery in the most

malignant form : and that led to the mob crying out
" No Popery !" Up to that time nineteen-twentieths of

those present were respectable persons. A boy then
came up with a life-preserver swinging in his hand.
The witness called a policeman's attention to him, and
said it was calculated to excite a breach of the peace.
The knot of persons of whom Goss was one were inside

the wall, not part of the mob outside. The Magistrate
said—" I have now heard the whole of the case, and the
evidence on both sides is now before me. It is quite
clear that a very large mob of persons was present, a

proportion of whom were highly respectable, and a por-
tion thieves and low characters. The question is,

whether the person before me was at all active in leading
the mob, or doing that only which he might have a

right to do—attempting to gain admission to the church.
Now it appears from the evidence, that there was room
inside the church when admittance was refused. I find

that all he is charged with is, putting his foot to the
door to get in

;
but a great many of the witnesses swear

that he did not do so, and therefore I do not think it is

a case for me to call on the defendant for sureties for his

good behaviour, and I must dismiss him. But the

Queen's peace must be preserved, and I am determined
to preserve it within this district : but those persons
have much to answer for, and undertake a serious

responsibility, who provoke breaches of the peace by
exciting the indignation of their fellow-subjects by the

ceremonies of the Romish Church at such a time as the

present." These expressions produced a general burst
of applause-

—
clapping of hands, &c., which was taken

up by the persons assembled outside the court.

At Bow Street, on the 29th, Catherine Priestly, a

servant, was charged with obtaining a situation by
means of a False Character ; and an elderly woman,
named Ashley, was charged with having Forged the

Letter of Recommendation by which the situation was
obtained. Priestly had applied for a situation to Mrs.

Farrell, of Craven Street, Strand, and had given a
reference for character to a Mrs. Angell, whose address

was given. Mrs. Farrell wrote accordingly, and received

an answer, giving the servant a high character. She
soon found it was wholly undeserved

;
and on making

inquiry respecting Mrs. Angell, discovered that Mrs.

Angell was dead, and that the letter had been fabricated

by the woman Ashley, who was a gentleman's house-

keeper. The magistrate observed, that so many rob-

beries were committed in the families of gentlemen by
servants of disreputable character obtaining false recom-
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menclations, that it became necessary to visit such
offences with the utmost severity. The persons who
gave the false character were usually the worst of the
two, but it was not his intention to make any distinction
in the present case. He then fined the prisoners 10/.

each, and, in default of payment, committed them each
to three months' imprisonment.
The proceedings in the Bankruptcy Court, on the 20th,

in the case of Lakeman and Co., produced some curious
disclosures respecting Commercial Transactions of the
late King of the French. Stephen Charles Lakeman
carried on business in copartnership with one Chale and
General de Rumigny, chief aide-de-camp to King Louis
Philippe. The place of business was in St. Mildred's
Court, Poultry. They were commission-agents. This
was a meeting for the last examination of Lakemau.
Eumigny has not yet surrendered to his fiat, and he has
up to this time alleged, upon affidavit, as a reason for his

non-surrender, and to prevent his outlawrv, that he is

unable to obtain a passport, the prefect of Police, for
State reasons, refusing to grant one. Lakeman, being
examined at great length, gave a history of the trans-
actions of the firm. He stated that the partnership of
Kumigny was established in May, 1848, soon after the
arrival of the late King in this country, solely for "

po-
litical purposes." The object was to purchase the debts
of the Civil List on account of the Royal Family of
France. This he clearly understood from conversations
with Rumigny and with the King. A loan was to
be negotiated with Messrs. Baring to the amount of
800,000/. on the landed property of the house of Orleans
in France. This money, when raised, was to be applied
to the purchase of the debts of the French civil list, on
account of the Royal family, it being specially provided
and determined that no debt should be purchased at a
less advantageous rate than 40 per cent, discount. Such
was the object to be attained by the house of Lakeman,De Rumigny and Co., in May, 1848. A short time
afterwards the copartnership was modified by the intro-
duction of Chale into the concern, and a second commis-
sion was given to the establishment as thus amended.
They were "

to receive goods and consignments from
French manufacturers and tradesmen, advancing them
money on account of such consignments, so as to gain
their sympathy for the Royal Family of France." Cir-
culars were accordingly despatched to certain French
houses ; a place of business was taken,

" the General
attended daily at the office," and customers, when they
ofi'ered themselves, were introduced, in the presence of
Lakeman and Co., to the Ex-King at Claremont. The
concern did not prosper. Rumigny went to France,
and Lakeman was left behind to face the responsibilities
of the firm, v/hich terminated in bankruptcy. It ap-
peared by the balance-sheet that Lakeman was victim-
ised by his partner Rumigny, who was to have brought
money into the concern, but brought none, while he
drew out 1300/. The Commissioner allowed the bank-
rupt to pass.
The celebrated Don Pacifico, whose claims upon the

Greek government have made so much noise, has applied
in the Court of Queen's Bench for a Criminal Informa-
tion ac/ainst the Morning Herald for an alleged Libel.
The libel is in a letter from the private correspondent of
the Morning Herald at Athens, dated the 28tli of Fe-
bruary, which contains the following passages :

—" The
Jew Pacifico, before his fraudulent "bankruptcy at Con-
stantinople, and before his consulship in Greece, held an
inn in a village in Portugal."

" On one occasion Don
Pedro, on his way to Lisbon, first sent to say that he
would stop there, and having changed his mind and
taken another route, was much astonished some time
afterwards to see mine host arrive with a bill for loO/.
for the cost, he said, of his preparations to receive his

Majesty. Don Pedro took the thing as a joke, but gave
him 25/. and sent him to the rightabout."

" Since then
Pacifico, having changed for the third time his nation-

ality, and put himself under Sir E. Lyons' pi-otection,
raked up this old account, which he pretends to have
been torn or lost in the pillage of his house, and which
suddenly took the iearful proportion of 2.5,000/. This
is the principal item of the Pacifico atfair, which also

comprehends the indemnities for the harm done to his

house, such as 2000/. Inr bronzes and crystals broken,

and the rest in proportion. Now it happens, that before
the riot in his house Don Pacifico had had the misfor-
tune to have one of his daughters run away with twice—
firsr by a merchant's clerk, and secondly by an apothe-
carj^'s boy, and on this second sad catastrophe he ad-
dressed himself to King Otho, protesting that his

daughter had stolen everything he possessed, and that
he had nothing left to live on, and consequently asking
for alms. The King, it is a well-known fact, lent him
more than once 100 drachmas at a time. You may
judge, therefore, of the crystals and bronzes there must
have been to break in his miserable dwelling." Don
Pacifico's counsel, in applying for a rule, denied all these
assertions. Don Pacifico had never been at Constanti-

nople, and had never been a bankrupt. He had three

daughters, the eldest of whom married with his full

consent, and the youngest, who was thirteen years of

age, was still living under the parental roof. With
regard to the second, to whom the libel was supposed to

refer, she had been married to an officer named Lante.
M. Pacifico, being a Jew, had objected to that marriage
on the ground of Captain Lante's religion, and his

daughter had been married without his consent ; but as
to her running away, or taking away with her any part
of her father's property, there was no pretence what-
ever for the charge. The rule was granted.
Newmarket fair was infested by swarms of pickpockets

and rogues of all kinds. Many persons were robbed in
the street. James Betts, a young man from Snailwell,
while defending his wife and sister from a gang of

thieves, was struck down, and died in a little time. The
murderers escaped detection. The crime so alarmed the

people, that they would not leave the town but in large
bands

;
and the first market after the fair was thinly

attended, though it has been usually thronged ;
terror

kept many away.

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT AND
DISASTER.

I HE splendid steam-yacht called the Peterhoflf, built
at Blaekwall, for the Emperor of Russia, has been Lost
on her passage to St. Petersburgh. Her transmission
was intrusted to an eminent firm on CornhiU, who took

every care to supply her with an efficient crew. A mas-
ter mariner, Mr. James Boniland, who had been em-
ployed in the Baltic for the last twenty-four years, was
appointed to take charge of her, her crew being selected
from men who had been trading in that sea. Some five

or six weeks ago she took her departure from the

Thames, having on board, in addition to her crew,
Mr. Geoi-ge Rennie, the engineer, and Mr. Waterman,
jun., who designed the yacht, and who, we understand,
was charged with its delivery to the emperor, with
Mr. Esehapper and one or two other gentlemen. She
reached Copenhagen in safety, and having taken on
board two ladies attached to the embassy there for con-

veyance to Revel, she resumed her trip on the 22d ult.

Going up the Baltic, the wind blew a hurricane
; and,

while making for the island of Dago, at the entrance of
the Gulf of Finland, she struck on a reef of rocks.~By
this time the weather had moderated to a calm, other-
wise every soul on board would have perished. As soon
as they were seen from the land, three boats wore de-

spatched to their relief, and the weather favouring their

exertions, the wreck was gained, and the whole of those
on board were taken off. On reaching the shore every
relief was afforded them, and it appearing impossible to

rescue the wreck with the means then at command
on the island, Mr. Waterman, jun., with Mr. G. Rennie,
proceeded on to St. Petersburgh overland, with a view
of jiroeuring assistance. The journey being one of con-

siderable dirticulty, much delay must necessarily take

place ere any relief can be rendered the wreck. Very
trying weather has since set in, and the last accounts

speak of her loss.

A |melaneholy case of Hydropliohia has occurred at

Lochend, near Edinburgh. About seven weeks ago, a

boy named AVcston, between eight and nine years of

age, a fai-m-servant, was bitten by a littU^ dog belonging
to the neighbourhood, which had been observed on the

day of the accident howling and roaming about the
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place in a rather unusual manner. The boy's father, in

consequence, cautioned him not to approach the dog, but,

heedless of the advice, he stole out unobserved, and ran

to caress the little favourite, when the animal imme-

diately leaped upon him and bit him above the eye.

Having told what had taken place, the dog was imme-

diately killed, and medical aid having been procured,
the wounded part was cut out of the boy's brow, and
other measures taken to prevent the virus from spread-

ing. Tlie wound healed up, and all seemed well, but

on the 13th symptoms of hydi-ophobia began to appear,
and although the most eminent of the medical faculty
of both Edinburgh and Leith were consulted, all was

unavailing, and the unfortunate sufferer died two days
afterwards.

On the morning of the 15th, an explosion took place
in a coal-pit at Singing Clough, near Manchester, belong-

ing to Messrs. linowles and Stott. Two men were
killed on the spot, and two have been so much injured
that but little hojic can be entertained of their recovery.
There were sixteen colliers in the pit, and these had
descended between five and six o'clock on the above

morning. At the bottom they met the underlooker,
who had examined the workings to try the air, and re-

ported all of them free from danger except the furtliest

point of the level, in which he directed that no one
should begin to work. Shortly before seven o'clock,

however, a young man, named Peter Tonge, declared
his intention of going there for a tub of " slack

"
(small

coal), and persi-sted in doing so, despite all remonstrance
from the other workmen. Two of his fellow-workmen,
named John Stone and John Lever, went with him, and
so incautious were they, that although provided with

safety lamps, they used a naked caudle. On reaching
the end of the bay, Stone is said to have " flashed

" the

light up to see if there was any danger, and in an in-

stant a loud explosion took place. Lever was in the
direct way of the current, which the explosion of course

followed, and his life was sacrificed in an instant, the

top of his skull being blomi ofi', and his brains scattered

about. Tonge was sufibcated, and Stone was so fearfully
scorched with the flash of the explosion that his life is

in great danger. The other workmen, with one excep-
tion, were all in bays off the main level or drift way, and
the ventilation of the mine being good they received no

injury.
On the evening of the 15th, a Fnc/htful Collision

took place on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway,
near the Huddersfield Junction. An engine which had
been xmdergoing repairs in the engine shed, was being
replaced on the line on v\hich it was to be worked, when
it came into violent collision with the passenger train

from Bradford. The shock was so violent as to smash

completely the engine and tender, as well as the engine
belonging to the passenger train, bringing the train

itself to a dead stop. The passengers in alarm jumped
out of the carriages, but had hardly time to become
conscious of their fortunate escape when a goods train
dashed into the standing train, doubling up all the car-

riages in a moment and knocking them to shivers. The
scene that presented itself after this second catastrophe
is described as terrible, the entire line being blocked up
with a huge mass of fragments of broken carriages and
engines. It was remarkable that none of the passengers
were killed or injured by the flying splinters. The line

was completely choked up, and men were immediately
set to work to make a temporary line of rails for the
usual traffic. This affair is to be made the subject of
an inquiry.
On the evening of the 21st, a?i Extensive Fire broke

out in the premises of Mr. Hynam, chemical light ma-
nufacturer, in Trince's Square, Fiusbury. The property
formed two sides of the square, and stretched across the
entire length of the public road. The flames were first

perceived bursting through that portion of the building
between the two wings and so high did they rise as to

illuminate the principal portion of the city. The en-

gines of the London Brigade and West of England
Company speedily attended, but by that period the

principal portion of the manufactory, a building 74 ft.

long by 32 ft. wide, was, with the exception of a fire-

proof apartment, wrapped in a general blaze. The
fii-emen, however, kept to their work, and by carrying

the hose from the engines on to the roofs of the sur-

rounding buildings, were enabled to cut off the fitre

from the two wings, which contained a vast quantity of

property, and also the steam-engine ;
and at length the

fire was extinguished : but by that time part of the

works where the fire began was nearly burnt out, and
the adjoining buildings severely damaged. Their occu-

piers were poor people, who had the whole of their

humble furniture removed into the street to save it

from the ravages of the flames. None of the property
destroyed was insured.

A young man was Injured bij a Lion, while visiting
Wombwell's menagerie, at Durham. He laid his

hand on the lion's paw, which was protruded through
the bars of his cage,-

—a familiarity which the brute

resented in a fearful manner. With the quickness of

lightning the animal laid hold of the young man's hand,

and, drawing him close against the bars of the cage with
his other paw, he fastened upon his head. Tlie cries of

the lad instantly attracted the attention of the keeper,
who flew to the spot, and, after severely beating the

infuriated brute upon the paws, compelled him to relin-

quish his hold. The whole proceeding was the work
of a moment, but the unfortunate lad retains traces of

his fearful rencontre which he wiU bear with him to the

grave.
An Explosion of Fire-damp has taken place in a coal-

mine at Haydock, in Lancashire, by which nine men
were killed and many others severely burnt. Four

ponies were also found dead. Thirteen lives were lost

in the same pit .in 1845. At the inquest, it appeared
that the system of supervision in the mine was very de-

fective. The underlooker said there was great difiiculty

in preventing the men from working with unprotected

candles, and ascribed the explosion to their negligence.
But some of the miners stated that they had never been
interdicted the use of candles, and that the underlooker

did not visit the mine for intervals of a fortnight to-

gether. The underlooker admitted that several days

might have passed without his going over the mine.
The Coroner thought it was usual to inspect coal-mines

every morning before the men entered to work. Mr. Tre-

menheere. the Government Inspector, was present; he

questioned the witnesses, assisting to elicit information

on the defective management of the colliery, and made
some observations before the jury gave their verdict.

Their finding was " Accidental death." The owner of

the mine, Mr. Evans, was then sent for, and the Coro-

ner advised him to adopt an improved system.

Houghton Pit, near Newbottle, in Durham, the pro-

perty of the Earl of Durham, has been the scene of a

Similar Accident, still more fatal. The colliery is said

to have been considered in a good general condition.

On the 11th, while one himdred and fifty miners were
in the workings, a very violent explosion of fire-damp
occurred

; many of the people were blown to pieces or

destroyed by the flames, but the great majority were in

a safe spot.

"

They occupied a position where the air was

respirable, while they were hemmed in on all sides by
the fatal cboke-damp. Some who attempted to gain the

shaft perished by suflbcation, and others with difficulty

regained their refuge. Here one hundred and twenty
persons remained for hours in utter darkness, and mo-

mentarily expecting to be suffocated by the foul air.

Fortunately a communication was at length opened, and
all the living miners were got to the shaft. It was found

that no fewer than twenty-six men and boys had been
killed.

A fearful Explosion of Naphtha has occurred at the

Roman Catholic school and reading-room at Seacombe
in Cheshire. Mr. Johnson, the schoolmaster, was filling

a lamp from a can of the liquid, six of the boys standing
around, one holding a lighted caudle

;
Mr. Johnson

poured too much naphtha into the lamp, and it ran over,

caught fire at the candle, and then the whole quantity
exploded with a report like that of a cannon. Mr. John-
son and the boys were enveloped in flames, and were all

much burnt ; one boy died next day, and others were

thought to be in danger. The people in the reading-
room above were so much alarmed by the exjjlosion that

several of them jumped from the window. A number of

accidents have lately happened from the incautious use

of this dangerous substance.
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An emigrant ship, the Edmond, of London, was Lost

Dvrittg the Storm wliic h raged on the Irish coast on the

night of the 19th. She liad sailed that evening from
Limerick, and went ashore on a dangerous point called

Kilkce, nearKilrush. She soon went to pieces; and,
of the two hundred and sixteen persons on board, ninety-
six perished.

SOCIAL, SANITARY, AND MUNICIPAL
PROGRESS.

Ihe Begistrar- General's Quarterly Beturns of the
births and deaths, and of the marriages, in England and
Wales, are fiivoxirable in a high degree. The return of
the hirtlis and deaths extends to the 30th September ;

that of the marriages to the 30th June last. The deaths
were but 86,044 ;

whereas the deaths in the same
quarter of 1849 were 135,358. The last number is of
course swelled by the mortality from the cholera ; but
tbe provincial returns generally concur in declaring
that sanatoi-y measures have increased the chance of
life throughout the kingdom. The Registrar thus sums
up the results of his tables :

—" The mortality is much
below the average, and the public health has never been
so good since 1845 as in the present quarter. The rate

of mortality is 1-901 per cent, per annum. At this rate

one in 211 persons living died in three months. The
chances of living through this quarter Mere 210 to 1

;

the average chances of living through three summer
months (1840, 50) for persons of all ages, being 192 to 1.

The rate of mortality in 506 districts, comprising
chiefly small towns and country parishes, was 1'693 per
cent, per annum in the quarter ;

the average summer
rate (1840, 50), being 1-832 per cent. The rate of mor-

tality in 117 districts, comprising the large towns, was
2-206 per cent, per annum ; the average rate (1840, 50)

being 2-5 17 per cent. The juxtaposition of the figures in the
table suggests the melancholy reflection that more than
seven millions of people, inhabiting the Metropolis and
all the cities and great centres of industry, are still

exposed to a mortality which is not inherent in their

nature, but is due to the artificial circumstances in

which they are placed. The waters, the sewers, the

soils, the churchyards, the houses, emit poisons. To
every 10 natural deaths, 4 violent deaths—deaths from
these poisonous exhalations—are super-added."

—The
marriages are returned by more than 12,000 churches
or chapels, 2869 registered places of worship connected
with the Established Church, and 623 superintendent
registrars' offices. The results are given collectively,
and in groups, showing the special movement of parti-
cular districts. It is, that the average increase of mar-

riages invariably accompanies prosperity, and the

average decrease attends a reverse of prosperity in ma-

nufacturing and commercial pursuits : the remarkable

exception of agricultural Lincolnshire may be held to

prove the general rule :
—" The marriages in all England

in the quarter ending June 30, 1850, were 39,018. The
numbers in the spring quarter declined rapidly from
1846 to 1848, and rose still more rapidly up to 1850

;

thus following and pourtraying the state of the country.
London, Cheshire, Lancashire, the West Riding of

Yorkshire, and South Wales, presented the greatest

fluctuations, and the greatest increase of marriages in

the June quarter 1850. The marriages increased in

Middlesex, Hertford, and Buckingham ;
in Essex and

Suffolk the marriages declined, as they did also in

Devon and Cornwall
;

in Shropshire, Staffordshire,

Worcestershire, and Warwickshire—the coal and iron

regions
—the marriages increased

; they increased also

in Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire, and Derbyshire—
the seats of the thread, lace, and other manufactures.
In the great agricultural county of Lincoln the fluctua-

tion was in an opposite direction ; the marriages rose

from June 1846 to June 1848, and then declined. In
the East and North Ridings, Durham, Northumber-
land and Cumberland, and Westmoreland, in Mon-
mouthshire, and North Wales, the marriages increased

in 1850. The marriages in Pin-tsmouth and Plymouth
declined ; in Bristol and Cheltenham they increased ;

in Stoke-upon-Trent (the Potteries), in Coventry, and
in Birmingham, Liverpool, and Manchester, the increase

was considerable. It was still greater in Leeds
;
Halifax

and Sheffield shared in the general advance. Hull,
Wolverhampton, and Salisbury

— wliere cholera was
exceedingly fatal in 1849—have little more than the

average marriages."—Of births, 146,970 were registered.
"The births are invariably more numerous in the first

and second than in the third and fourth quarters of the

year ;
and they are in the last fewer by 8,757 than in the

previous June quarter ; the number and the proportion
to the population are, however, greater in this than in

any of the corresponding quarters since 1839. The in-

crease of births is greatest in London, in the West
Midland Counties, and in the North Western Counties,
Cheshire, and Lancashire." The bearing of these
details on the statistics of our population, is thus .shown—" The excess of births registered over deaths in the

quarter was 60,926 ; which, if all the births were regis-

tered, would be the natural increase of the population.
In the same time, 53,703 emigrants sailed from three

ports of England ;
1394 from Plymouth, 7684 from

London, and 44,625 from Liverpool. This leaves a
narrow margin for the increase of population ;

but many
of the emigrants entered at the English ports are from
Ireland, which has been for many years diffusing a
stream of natives over England as well as America.
The progress of the whole fixed and moving population
of the country can only be determined accurately from
a comparison of the returns of births and deaths, of

emigrants and immigrants, with periodical enumera-
tions."

The Lancashire Ptiblic Schools Association held a
conference at Manchester on the 27th ult. Mr. Alex-
ander Henry, M.P., presided ;

Mr. Cobden, Mr. Brother-

ton, Mr. J. B. Smith, and most of the prominent friends

of the movement in London, Liverpool, and Leeds, and
in Scotland and Ireland, together with the Rev. Dr. Bacon,
a gentleman of learning and personal weight from New-
haven, in the American State ofConnecticut,were present.
Letters of regretful excuse were read from Mr. C. P.

Villiers, Mr. Hume, Mr. Ewart, Colonel Thompson,
and some other members of Parliament, and from the

Archbishop of Dublin, Mr. John Stuart Mill, Mr. Car-

lyle, and the Messrs. Chambers of Edinburgh, and other
friends of the movement.—The principal speakers were
Mr. Samuel Lucas, of London, Mr. Absalon Watkin, the

Rev. Mr. Thorp, rector of Burton Overy in Leicester-

shire, and Mr. Cobden. A change in the title was sug-

gested by Mr. Cobden—from Secular Schools to Public
Schools Association

;
on the ground (he said) that Dr.

Samuel Johnson defines " secular
"

to be not merely
non-sectai'ian, but a great deal more—"not spiritual

—
relating to the affairs of the present world—not holy—
worldly." Now he did not think that this School Asso-

ciation was unspiritual ;
he did not think it deserved

the name of irreligious. There was no greater foe to

religion than vice, and no greater support to vice than

ignorance. In fact, ignorance was the great parent of

vice. The association sought to promote knowledge.
Thej' were promoting religion by promoting knowledge
in its highest form, and that form of religion, too, which
when understood must have the support of all classes.

The suggestion caused a good de.al of verbal criticism ;

but in the end Mr. Cobden's suggestion was adopted,
and the title of the new organisation will be the National

Public School Association.

The annual election of children to the Asylum for
Idifis took place on the 31st ult., when 15 of this un-

happy cla.ss were elected out of no fewer than 170

eligible candidates. Pi-evious to the election, a general

meeting of the subscribers was held, at which Alderman
Sir George Carroll presided. In advocating the claims

of the charity, he observed that two great fundamental

objections had met them at the very thi-e.shold of their

undertaking— one was, that they could do nothing
for the idiot

;
and the other was, that there were com-

paratively no idiots. The first objection had been fully
answered by the patient efforts of the last two years, for

though they were unable to point to any positive in-

stance of a perfect cure, there were at this moment many
cases exhibiting a considerable state of improvement.
A poor laundress, whose child had I'cen at the asylum,
was so struck Avith the great improvement that had

taken place in him, that with tears in her eyes she had
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recently called upon the secretary, and had insisted upon
his accepting half a guinea as a mark of her gratitude.
As regarded the second objection, it was not at that

time, perhaps, known that a multitude of these cases

were hidden, from shame or sorrow, not only from the

eye of the world, but from the observation of social in-

tercourse
;

for it was now ascertained from correct

statistics that the number of idiots exceeded that of

lunatics. The report stated that the board had taken
two houses of great capacity

—one at Highgate, and the

other at Colchester. Those establishments at present
contained 129inmates,'Avhich, with the 15 elected on the

31st, made a total of 144. There was ample accommo-
dation for additional inmates, but though the receipts of

the past year had amounted to beween 4000/. and
5000/., additional support was necessary to enable the

board to extend to any sensible degree the benefits of the
institution.

The principle of Singing Classes is beginning to be
introduced into the army. The United Service Gazette

says
—We observe that singing classes have been intro-

duced into the 76th Foot. We learn that the general
officer commanding the Portsmouth district intends in-

viting Mr. Hullah to the garrison for the purpose of

inoculating the troops with his admirable system ;
and

we hear from a corps in Ireland that not only are the
men encouraged to glee and part singing, but are now in

the habit of chaunting the whole of the service in the

parish church of the town in which they ai-e quartered.
We hope to hear of the extension of the rational and
harmonious pastime. Not only should singing classes

be instituted, but music might be taught and facilities

afforded for its cultivation at a very moderate expense.
The Common Law Conunissioners are prosecuting

their labours with great diligence. It is believed that
their report will be ready before the meeting of Parlia-

ment, and that it will contain some valuable recom-
mendations. The attention of the Commissioners has
been especially directed to the effects of the County
Courts Extension Act upon the business of the Courts
at Westminster Hall. It is apprehended, not without

great reason, that, in addition to the inducements of a

cheap tribunal and a speedy administration of justice in

the local courts, the existing costly and complex mode
of proceeding by action in all courts of common law will

continue still further to crowd and increase the popu-
larity of the inferior tribunals. To remedy this evil,
it is expected that the report will enforce the necessity
of the utmost simplification, economy, and despatch, in

all future proceedings in the common law courts, and
the abolition of all technicalities which impede a speedy
trial on the merits.

An association for Improving the Social and Moral
Condition ofLabourers andothers residing in the Parishes

of Windsor, Eton, and the neighbouring districts, has

just been formed at Windsor, under the immediate

auspices and patronage of the Queen and the Prince
Consort. The Duchess of Kent has consented to be-

come tlie lady patroness, and Prince Albert to be pre-
sident of the society. The vice-presidents include

Major-General Wemyss, Sir George Couper, the Dean
and Canons of Windsor, the Mayor of Windsor, and

many of the most influential residents of the vicinity.
The Hon. Colonel Phipps, the Hon. Colonel Grey, the
Hon. and Rev. Gerard Wellesley, and the neighbouring
clergy, are members of the provisional committee. ^The
design of the association is to encourage among labourers
and their families, and domestic and other servants,
habits of morality, good order, providence, and industry,
by the annual distribution of rewards in money and
appropriate medals. Medals will also be presented
by the royal president in special cases to the most
deserving.
The Manchester Chamber of Commerce has resolved

to send a commissioner to India, at its own cost, to in-

quire into the obstacles which prevent an increased
Groicih of Cotton in that Countrg. Mr. Alexander

Mackay, author of " The Western AVorld," is the gentle-
man selected for the duty.
The Commissioners of AVoods and Forests have com-

pleted the arrangements for carrying into effect the

projected Park in Battersea Fields. They liave pur-
chased, for the sum of 11,000/., the shooting-grounds and

pleasure-gardens of the famed Red House, on the river-

bank
; and will commence without delay the erection of

the iron suspension-bridge which is to cross the Thames
immediately below Chelsea Hospital.
At a court held on the 12th, the Goldsmiths' Company

unanimously decided to aicard One Thoiisand Pou7ids

for Prizes to be given to those artists of the craft, of the
United Kingdom, who can produce works of the highest

design and merit in gold and sliver plate, for the Exhi-
bition of 1851. The sum of 1000/. is to be divided into

prizes varying in amount from 300/. to 20/. and 10/. for

works of the most costly description, which it is more
than probable will be eventually purchased by the

Company. There will be services, candelabra, church

plate, and smaller objects, even to a salt-cellar; so that

the most humble artisan in the craft shall receive his

impulse, to encourage him in honourable exertion, as

much in proportion as the first goldsmith in the land.

The various works for competition are to be forwarded
to the Goldsmiths' Hall without the name of the owner;
when each piece will be rigidly scrutinised, and those

possessing the highest standard of merit in both design
and Avorkmanship will be accepted and forwarded to the

Exhibition of 1851, and take their stand in competition

against the whole world.
A meeting of the Peace Societg was held at Wrex-

ham, on the 12th. An announcement that Mr. Cob-
den was to be present had doubtless the effect of increas-

ing the attendance. About 2000 persons were present,

though the admission was by ticket at one shilling and

sixpence each. Townsend Mainwaring, Esq., formerly
member for Denbigh, was in the chair. Mr. Sturge
gave a detail of the recent endeavours of Messrs. Burrett,

Wheeler, and himself, to i)ut a stop to the war between
Denmark and Schleswig- Holstein. Mr. Cobden entered

fully into the objects and historj' of the Peace Society ;

and, in the course of his speech, adverted to the fact

that in 1841 Sir R. Peel was the very first to recom-
mend that agitation in which the peace party and him-
self were engaged. That statesman spoke of the enor-

mous standing armaments, and of the dangers of the

governments of Europe, and he showed that the English
government ought to endeavour to come to some terms

by which they might effect a mutual reduction of

armaments. They could therefore claim for their move-
ment the sanction and approbation of the most practical
statesman that had lived in our age. Mr. Cobden'.then

briefly adverted to the Peace Congress doctrine ;
and

said that the society wished, if possible, to prevent the

people from lending their money to bankrupt govern-
ments, and those governments keeping up great military
establishments. With reference to the scorn cast upon
them that they were enthusiasts or Utopians, let people
not think that he was dreaming of the Millennium, but
let them think that ho entered upon this work with the

impression that he would never see the Millennium, but
that the sword would continue to be drawn and war

waged long after his time. He did not believe that they
were going to bring about any sudden and instantaneous

change in the policy of states, but he firmly believed

that they were engaged in a work in which conscience

and holy Heaven would find cause of approbation.
Mr. Williams, M.P. for Macclesfield, moved a resolution

to the effect that this meeting, having heard the expla-
nations of the objects of the Peace Congress, was of

opinion that every effort should be made to induce the

government to substitute reason for physical force in de-

ciding international disputes, and that it is the duty of

Great Britain to set an example to the civilised world by
greatly reducing its present extensive armament. Mr.
T. Edgeworth, of Wrexham, seconded the resolution,
which was carried.

The imperfect protection afforded by the existing law
of patents, and the injurious costliness of obtaining that

protection, have lately led to the formation of a Patent-
law Reform League. On the 13th, a deputation from
this body had an interview, by appointment, with Sir

George Grey and Mr. Laboucliere, at the Home Office.

The deputation having reporters with it. Sir George Grey
guarded liimself, and also warned Mr. Labouchere,
when he entered the room, against expressing any
opinion. He remarked that the society had presented a

memorial to the Queen, and asked had they any state-
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ments to add to that memorial : or had they any sug-
gestions to make beyond those contained in tlie report
of the committee on the Privy Seal and Signet Oitice.

Mr. Campin replied, that " the suggestions of the com-
mittee's report are good, but they do not go far enough :

the main object is to have an immediate reduction of the
cost of the patent from its present prohibitive amount
of 100/. for each of the three United Kingdoms, and to

have preliminary registration at no cost. In America
the cost of a patent is about 6/. or 71. to a citizen ; to an

Englishman it is .500 dollars, because we charge so much
in our country." Mr. Price stated that he had been secre-

tary to a society formed to assist poor inventors
;
but

the society fell to the ground, front inability to meet the
immense charges of the Patent Office

;
if a society was

so beaten, how fatally must the poor inventors them-
selves be repressed ? Mr. Campin, Mr. Waller, and
Mr. Townley said, that if something be not done im-

mediately, a number of persons intending to prepare
models for the exhibition next year must hold back.
Mr. Labouchere observed, that what the applicants
wanted seemed to be not so much a general measure of
Patent-law as an immediate measure to reduce the ex-

penses. Mr. Campin assented
;
and Mr. Labouchere

expressed his wish to receive a written communication

stating how it was proposed to accomplish this object.
At the yearly meeting of the ]iinion-on-Trent

Farmers' Club, on the 14th, Mr. Adderley, M.P., Mr.
Evans, M.P., and Mr. W. Gisborne, gave expression to

their views on the difficult position of the agricultural in-

terest. Mr. Adderley urged on pro])rietors the necessity for

meeting, in a temporary mannei', the depression of the

present transition .state. Mr. Evans acknowledged that
if prices continue as they are, there can be no doubt
that the relations of landlord and tenant must undergo
considerable alteration. Mr. Gisborne declared his

opinion, after giving the whole subject his most im-

partial consideration, that the landed interest is un-

equally and unfairly burdened in respect of local taxa-

tion : nevertheless, with respect to burdens, he was little

sanguine of a reduction
;
he did not lilame members of

parliament, nor the ministry, on this subject ;
for the

real fact was, the constituencies themselves cared

nothing at all about economy. He ascribed the fall

of prices to the fact that commodities have for many
years increased faster than gold; larger svipplies of gold,
especially those from recentlj'-discovered sources, would
check this. And on the wholehis opinion was, that the
lowest point was passed, and that there were signs of

improvement.
The Board of Health has published a report by the

Honourable William Napier on the gathering-grounds of

the proposed Waler-sujrply to the Metropolis. Mr.

Napier had been commi.'-sioned to gauge the streams
and make a careful re-examination of the capabilities of

the country for the purpose intended. He states that,
at first view, he rather iearcd he should not find sources

that would yield as much as the present supply
—equal

to a canal nine feet wide and three feet deep, flowing
two miles an hour throughout the day and night ; but
a month's search has produced the result. He gives a

table of forty springs which yield at their source nearly

forty millions of gallons per day, of a quality at and
under one degree of hardness, equivalent to the supply
of more than half a million houses, at the rate of seventy-
five gallons for each house per day ; and he can answer
for at least ten more millions of gallons per day at and
under two degrees of hardness. He gives the names of

these springs, in a table showing the yield and hardness
of each. j\Ir. Napier's researches, however, have thrown
so much doubt into his mind in reference to the plan of

gigantic reservoirs tor storing the supply for months, that

lie proposes a plan of tile-drains which shall catch the

waters as they issue from the earth, and Icail them to a

main trunk that shall flow into a covered reservoir on
Wimbledon Common, large enough to contain two days'

supply against any emergency, and throwing its waste
into the Thames. He promises in a future report to

give the details, and estimate the cost of his proposed
plan .

A correspondence, respecting the Boys jrho irere ex-

pelledfrom J]'ooltrieh atid Carshalton, has taken place
between Mr. J. Levesou Go\Ycr (on the part of the

parents and guardians of the boys) and the Master-
General of the Ordnance. Mr. Levesou Gower urges
Lord Anglesey, amongst other points, to revoke the
sentence passed upon the boys, and re-investigate the

case, which the Master-General declines to do on various

grounds—one of the most cogent being, that to do so
would involve a publication of the whole evidence

;

which Lord Anglesey not only deprecates, but wai-ns
the parents and guardians against having recourse to.

Lord Anglesey further denies that his circular ordering
the removal of the boys can justify the assertion that it

tended to impute the worst of crimes to a single indi-

vidual implicated. Mr. Leveson Gower closes the

correspondence by stating that such further measures in
the conduct of the case will be adopted, as upon con-
sideration may be deemed to be expedient.
The Admiralty have detennined to put an end to the

practice of having
" Mess-men "

in the Navy. No
person is in future to be entered on board her Majesty's
.ships, or to be employed in the service, as a "

mess-man,"
whether in the gun-room mess or the ward-room me.ss ;

it having been found that most of the extravagance, and

nearly all the intemperance, with their concomitants—
ruin, disgrace, degradation, and loss of position in the

service, and society
—are attributable to the practice of

the gun-room mess of large ships appointing a regular
"
messman," from whom any quantity of spirits or

wine could be procured by paying for it.

At a meeting of the Law Amendment Society, on the

ISth, Mr. Dudley Field, one of the Commissioners who
prepared the Amended Code for the State of New York,
was introduced, and gave an account of the imjirove-
ments made by that code in the system of legal pro-
cedure. He stated, in the first place, that the courts of

justice in the State of New York were originally mo-
delled on the old system of England. They had a
Chancellor and a Vice-Chancellor, whose jurisdiction
was modelled on the English Courts of Equity ; they
had a Supreme Court, like the Court of Queen's Bench

;

they had a Court of Appeal, consisting of the Senate,

answering to the House of Lords ; and when an appeal
came from the Court of Chancery, the Jiulges of the

Supreme Court sat with the Senate
; when, on the

other hand, the appeal came from the Supreme Court,
the Judges of the Court of Chancery sat in the Senate.

Thus they had two systems
—that of Common Law, and

that of Equity ;
and suitors were bandied about between

both till their patience or their purse was exhausted.

They had also ditt'erent forms of procedure in actions at

common law, which added to the difficulty and uncer-

tainty of obtaining justice. Such were the intolerable

evils of the system, that the first thing the Convention
did was to abolish the Court of Chancery in toto, and
to create one supremo tribunal, which should administer
all the laws of the land, whether in law or in equity ;

and that testimony should be taken, whenever the wit-

nesses were within the State, viva voce. This was in

1847, and three commissioners were appointed to carry
their recommendation into effect. The commissioners

reported from time to time ; their first report lieing
made in February lt:'i4S, and their recommendations

passed into a law on the 1st of July in the same year.
In the next year some additional portions of the code

were prejjared, whicli were passed into a law in the

course of last session ;
and on the last day of last year

the whole code, civil and criminal, was given in by the

commissioners, but that had not yet been passed into a

law. What had been maiic law 'comprised nearly all

the provisions relating to civil actions, by which all the

previously existing rules of pleading were aboli^hcd, and
one uniform course of procedure for all kinds of actions

was established. They had adopted such a system of

pleading as parties would naturally adopt in a case of

private "arliilration. T)io plaintifi', in his first pleading,
stated in plain and ordinary but jjrccise language what
was the nature of his complaint, and wliat tlu' around
of his remedy. Then the defendant put forth his

answer, spceih'cally denying those portions of the plain-

titt's allegation which he meant to controvert, and

admitting those which he did not, besides stating any
new matter on wliich he might rely. To that new
nuitter the plaintiff was allowed to reply, and then the

proceedings closed and the cause was ready for trial.
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This was the whole system ;
and it was found com-

pletely to obviate the 'whole difficulties that might be

expected to arise in fusing the legal and equitable pro-

ceedings. With regard to the practical results of the

system, he might state that he had not found the

slightest difficulty in the world, and he did not know of

a single person at the bar of New York who asserted

that the union of the two practices was attended with

any difficulty. Of course there was great clamour at

first, and many prophecies of failure
;
but in practice

no difficulty had been found. The code had been copied,

in whole or in part, by the States of Missouri, California,

and Mississippi ;
and conventions for adopting it were

about to be held in Kentucky, Iowa, Tenessee, and

Massachusetts.
In answer to questions put to Mr. Field respecting

the working of the new system in New York, he said,

that the parties in a cause are sworn to the truth of

their statements according to their knowledge and be-

lief; with this exception,''that if the plaintifi' dispenses
with the oath of the defendant, he is not called upon to

give liis own. They may also be brought before the

jury. One effect of this rule is, that a plaintiff some-

times at once proves his case without the expense of

other witnesses, and at other times he learns immediately
that which shows him that he cannot prove his case at

all. As to costs, between the lawyer and client, the old

fee-table has been abolished : the law does not interfere

with bargains for remuneration between the lawyers
and client

;
and if no specific bargain is made, the court

decides according to the custom of the profession
—as it

does on the fees of doctors, and of gentlemen in other

l)rofessions. Between party and party, the scale of costs

is regulated by stages of the proceeding
—so much up to

preparation for trial, so much more for the next stage,

and so on. Any cause may be got ready for trial in

forty days
—an ordinary one in twenty days ; and, when

the heavy arrears of the old system shall have been

cleared off, it will be possible to carry a case wholly

through in a single year, including a first appeal before

three or foxir judges, and a second apptal before eight

judges. The meeting cordially thanked Mr. Field for

the valviable information he had given.
The Dangers of the Namcjation of the Channel are

strikingly exhibited by an important document just

published, compiled by Mr. J. Young, of the Under-
writers' room at Lloyd's, giving a list of the wrecks and

casualties to shipping which have been officially reported
to have occurred between Dungencss and London during
a period of eighteen months, from January, 1849, to

Juno, 1850, inclusive. To each casualty is affixed the

extent of damage sustained, estimated as nearly as could

be ascertained. The result is, that during the eighteen
months in question the amount of property destroyed

by known wrecks and casualties, is between 400,000/.

and 500,000/., besides the sacrifice of a great number of

lives. The object of the compiler is to show the enor-

mous annual destruction of property occasioned by the

dangers of navigation between the Isle of Wight and
the Thames, which would be avoided by homeward-
bound ships discharging in the Southampton docks, be-

sides the saving that would be effected in the rate of

insurance, time occupied between the island and London,
and the extra cost of wages, provisions, and incidental

expenses. It is a remarkable fact that few wrecks ever

take place in that part of the British Channel to the

westward of the Wight, but that the real dangers com-
mence after passing the back of the island to proceed to

the Thames. To this document is subjoined an abstract

of the loss of shipping and life, between the Isle of

Wight and London, for the seven years from 1837 to

1843 inclusive, by which it appears that during that

period 499 vessels lost anchors and cables, were partially
dismasted by bad weather or being run foul of, or sus-

tained other damage; 560 vessels took the ground, but
were got offagain; 260 vessels entirely wrecked or foun-

dered, of which the crews and passengers were saved ;

66 vessels were totally lost, with all or several of the

crews or passengers ;
the total number of casualties being

1375. Amongst the ships lost in 1842 and 1843 were
those splendid Indiamen, the Reliance and the Conque-
ror, nearly every soul on board of which, amounting
to little short of 200, perished. In the latter year

the ship Burhampooter, with emigrants from London
for New South Wales, was, a few hours after leaving
the Thames, utterly wrecked near Margate, on which
occasion the people on board had a hair-breadth escape
with their lives, losing all the property they had. The
loss of the Amphitrite is also too recent to be forgotten ;

she was riding at anchor in the Downs, was driven out

by violent weather, and totally wrecked near Boulogne ;

she had on board nearly 200 female convicts, bound to

Australia, all ofwhom, with the whole of the crew, were

drowned, and the vessel scattered in fragments on
the shore. During the first six months of 1850 it ap-

pears that no less than eight vesssels have been lost be-

tween London and the Wight, with all on board ;
and

the number of lives so sacrificed is estimated as little

short of 500.

PERSONAL NARRATIVE.

The Queen and the Royal Family returned from
Osborne to Windsor Castle on the 1st instant. Her

Majesty's private band, which had not played before

the Court since the death of Sir Robert Peel, resumed
its rehearsals on the day before her Majesty's arrival.

Mr. George Arbuthnot has been appointed Auditor

of the Civil List, one of the most important offices in

the Treasury. Mr. Stephenson succeeds Mr. Arbuthnot
as private secretary to Sir Charles Wood.
At a Court of Directors, held in the East India House

on the 13th, Lieutenant-General Sir John Grey, K.C.B.,
was sworn in Commander-in-Chief of the Company's
forces, and second member of Council on the Bombay
Establishment.
The Right Honourable Richard Lalor Shell has been

appointed her Majesty's Minister Plenipotentiary at

Florence, in the place of the late Sir George Hamilton.

It is understood that Sir John Herschel will succeed

Mr. Shell as Master of the Mint. This appointment
will no longer be held by a member of parliament, and
the salai-y will be reduced to 1500/. a year.
The Gazette of the 5th announces that the Queen has

granted to Sir Robert Monsey Rolfe, late Baron of the

Exchequer, the office of a Vice-Chancellor of the Court

of Chancery in England.
The Queen has granted a Pension of 100/. a year to

Mr. John Payne Collier, the editor of "
Shakspere,"

and author of the "
History of the English Stage." The

warrant expressly mentions that the pension is given
" in consideration of his literary merits."

Mr. (now Sir Charles) Eastlake has been elected

President of the Boyal Academy, and has received from

the Queen the honour of knighthood.

The Dowager Lady Suffield died at Blickling Hall, in Nor-

folk, on the 2rth ult.

Dr. iNGLis, Bishop of Nova Scotia, died in Curzon Street,

May Fair, on tlie 27tli ult., in the 73rd year of his age.
Sir DoNAi-iJ Campbell, Bart., Lieutenant-Governor of Prince

Edward's Island, died at the Goveniment House, Charlotte-

town, on the 18th ult., aged 60.

Mr. Commissioner Harris, of the Insolvent Debtors' Court,
died at his residence in Cliester-place, on the 25th iilt., in his

77th year. He had been a commissioner of that court for nearly

thirty years.
Lord Rancliffe died on the 1st inst., at Bunney Hall, near

Nottingham. He was in his 65th year; the title is extinct.

Anne Lancey, widow of the late Thomas Lancey, Esq., died

on the 9th, at Greenwich, in her 101st year.
The Countess of Crawford and Balcarres died at Haigh

Hal!, Lancashire, on the IGth, in her 67th year.
Alexander Kaphael, Esq., M.P., died at Surbiton, on the

17th, in his 75th year.
The Eight Rev. Dr. Kennedy, Roman Catholic Bishop of

Killaloe, died at Parsonstown, King's County, after a pro-

tracted illness, in his sixty-third year. Dr. Kennedy had at-

tended the synod at Thurles, where he had taken an active part

in opposing the condemnation of the Queen's Colleges ;
and he

was one of the thirteen prelates who subsequently signed a

memorial to the Pope, with respect to those institutions. The
deceased prelate had been most earnest and successful in his

exertions to discourage the " Young Ireland
" movement during

the excitement of 1818.

Tlie Right Hon. Lord Nugent, M.P. for the borotigh of

Aylesbury, at his seat, Lillies, on the 26th.—
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COLONIES AND DEPENDENCIES.——
THE intelligence from India contains no item so interesting as the commencement of the Bombay railway.

From the Australian Colonies there is as great a void of political news; but wo have tidings, which to

many will be extremely welcome, of the landing of the first batch of female emigrants sent out by Mr.

Sidney Herbert's Committee. Thirty-eight had been landed at Port Philip ; sixty-five at Adelaide
; and all

had been placed in excellent situations within a few days after landing. The Sitlney paper tells us much of

Doctor Lang, and the doctor adds a little from himself. He ha.s fulminated a sort of bull or allocution

against the new constitution, and has given formal notice of a motion in the Council Chamber which is to

do nothing less than annihilate Lord Grey. We shall see.

The Overland Mail bring dates from Bombay to the

17th ult. British India was quite tranquil. The civil

war in the Nizam's territories still lingers on, and
another affair has taken place in the neighbourhood of

Elichpoor between the troops of its Newab and those of

the Nizam, in which the latter were defeated, and lost

two guns, but no jiarticulars have yet transpired.
The Governor-General was expected at Simla on the

5th or 6th instant. His party were all in excellent

health. Lord Falkland was at the Mahableshwur hills
;

he had had another severe attack since the departure
of the last mail, but was better. His state of health,

however, continued to occasion serious apprehensions
of his being ultimately obliged to resign his post for the

same cause as his two predecessors, Sir G. Arthur and
Sir G. Clerk. The works of the Bombay Railway had
commenced.
The accounts from Hong Konrj are to the 29th of Sep-

tember. There had been a very great improvement
in the health of the men belonging to the o9th Regi-
ment. The fever had greatly abated. There were still

many in the hospital, but the deaths latterly had only

averaged about three a week. The insvirrection in one

of the adjoining provinces to Canton had become of such

magnitude, that a body of Government troops had been

defeated, and the rebels were said to be already in the

Canton province. The authorities there were preparing
all the force they could muster to march against the

rebels. The movement is said to be directed against the

Tartar dynasty, but it is impossible to obtain correct infor-

mation.—The alarming state of the country occasioned

mvtch uneasiness to the Chinese population in Canton.
A Piratical Mutiny had taken place on board the

ship Kelso, which arrived at Hong Kong on the 14th of

September from San Francisco. About three weeks
before the vessel's arrival Captain Innes was informed

by two of his crew that a mutinous feeling prevailed

among part of the ship's company, who had determined
to murder him, the steward, and carpenter, and seize

upon the vessel, in which they expected to find a large
amount of treasure. Captain Innes, with the energy
and coolness which mark the true sailor, adopted the

requisite means to insure the safety of the ship. The

plot had been hatched by some sailors shipped in San
Francisco to replace men who had left the vessel after

her outward voyage. On the evening on which the

piracy was attempted, Captain Innes, having previously
had information of the intention of the ringleaders,
retired—not to the cabin he was accustomed to use, but

to an adjoining one—the steward also, by his orders,

changing liis sleeping place. Under the dread of momen-

tary attack sleepless vigilance was called for. Tlie night

progressed, the mutineers broke open the arms' chest

and possessed themselves of its contents ; hut, fortunately,
it contained no powder. One of the mutineers crawling
on his hands and knees into the cabin which had been

vacated, gave intimation to Captain Innes that the

moment for action had come. He fired at the ruffian

and shot him dead. He then made his way through the

skylight to tlie poop, where he found the mutineers all

armed. Calling upon them to lay down their arms, his

order was obeyed l)y all but one, who endeavoured still

to intimidate and approach him. Captain Innes told

the man he would call upon him three several times to

lay down his weapon and go forward ;
and that, failing

his doing so, he would shoot him. Ho persisted. The

captain tired, mortally wounding him, when the mutiny
was quelled. The man, at the date of the account, was

lying at the point of death in the Hong Kong hospital,
and his fellow-criminals were under examination before
the police magistrates.

The accounts from Jamaica are highly important.
The cholera was raging fearfully in Kingston, Port

Royal, and St. Catherine's
; and, up to the time of the

packet's departure, the deaths in Kingston averaged at

least 30 a day. The latest official accounts published
up to the morning of the 27th of October showed a total

of 266 deaths in Kingston alone. In Port Royal and
St. Catherine's the actual numbers were less ; but, com-

pared to the population of Kingston, the mortality has
been far greater, particularly in Port Royal, where
about an eighth of the population has been cut off. The
deaths in all parts, with two or three exceptions, occurred

among the lower orders of the black people, some ofwhom
resided in miserable hovels and damp localities. An
order has been issued by the Governor in Council for-

bidding communication coastwise between Port Royal
and Kingston, and the iminfccted ports, under certain

restrictions. In all districts the want of medical men was
much felt. Kingston, with a population of some 40,000

inhabitants, contains only ten doctors, who, in addition

to their private business, have in various instances to

attend the public prisons and institutions. Spanish
Town contains but three doctors, and Port Royal none
at all. At the latter place the services of the surgeons
attached to the l{oyal army were secured through the

influence of the Kingston authorities. The House of

Assembly met on the 22d of October, and passed a

short act, appointing local boards of health in the dif-

ferent parishes, and authorising the issue of 5000/., or

less, in island notes, to put s\ich boards in funds to carry
out the sanatory regulations. After the enactment of

this law, the Legislature, with the sanction of the

Governor, adjourned until the 19th of November.
Commercial matters were quite unsettled ; indeed, a

general gloom was spread over all interests and all

classes. The Governor had issued a proclamation,

ordering that a day of general prayer and humiliation

shovdd take place on the 1st of November.
. From the other West India Colonies the news is not

important. In Trinidad, Barbadoes, and Antigua the

weather is described as remarkably fine, and the crops

extremely promising.

The city of Fredericton, New Brunswick, was deso-

lated by a dreadful fire on the 11th instant. Upwards
of one-half of the city, it is stated, is burnt, and above

.3000 people rendered houseless. Few particulars have

as yet been given.

The intelligence from the Cape of Good Hope is to

the 26th of September. The arrival of the Queen's

letters patent for constituting a Local Government had

excited much dissension.

The Legislative Council was opened on the 6th Sep-
tember. Sir Andries Stockenstrom, Mr. Brand, Mr. E.

W. Reitz, Mr. Fairbairn, and Mr. Godlonton took their

scats as five of the six members nominated in con-

formity with the votes of the municipalities and the

divisional road boards of the colony. Mr. Cocks took

his scat as the Governor's nominee. The election qua-
lification of the members of tlie Council afforded the

first point for discussion. The officials proposi'd a pro-

perty qualification of 2000/. above all encumbrances ;

the popular members rejected any property qu;difica-
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tion, and proposed that the members of the Council
should be chosen by

" the combined votes of all persons

possessing the electoral franchise in the whole colony,"—arguing that the possession of the confidence of so

vast and varied a constituency would be a qualification

higher than the ownership of 2000/. or even -1000/. fixed

property. The popular proposal was supported only by
the elected members, Stockenstrom, Fairbairn, Brand,
and Reitz : Mr. Godlonton joined the officials, and
made the division against it one of seven to four. By
a similar vote the property qualification was affirmed

;

and it was resolved that the members of Council should
be elected for ten years. On the 20tli September, the

secretary of government having presented some drafts

of ordinances for consideration, Sir Andries Stockenstrom
moved as an amendment, that the ordinances for consti-

tuting the local parliament should be proceeded with
till completed and passed, before any others be taken

up. He was supported by the same three popular mem-
bers Tvho before sided with him ; Mr. Godlonton again
joining the officials, he was beaten by seven to four, and
a resolution the reverse of that which he had moved
was affirmed. Sir Andries handed in a paper of " rea-

sons for dissent," signed by himself, Mr. Fairbairn, Mr.
Brand, and Mr. Reitz : he and those gentlemen then
tendered the resignation of their seats in the Council,
and retired.

On the 21st September, the representatives who had

resigned issued a joint letter to their constituents,

assuring them, that within a few days some proposal
would be publicly submitted for bringing their wishes

explicitly before the Queen, the parliament and the

people of England.

The accounts from Kexo South Wales reach the 30th
of July. The Legislative Cotmcil at Sydney was in full

session, and applying itself to measures of a useful and

practical character, some of them rendered necessary by
the exigency of peculiar circumstances, and others con-

sequent upon the rapid advancement of the colony in

population and commercial prosperity. The question of
steam communication with England w^as brought before
the Council by Mr. Donaldson, in a series of resolutions

which excited an animated and interesting discussion,
in the course of which the several speakers were unani-
mous in condemning the tardiness of her Majesty's
government in completing the necessary arrangements.
The subject was referred to a select committee, with an
instruction to report upon the propriety of withdrawing
the vol-e of 6000^. per annum, already placed at the dis-

posal of the Executive, and offering it as a bonus open to

private competition. A select committee of the Legisla-
tive Council was also appointed to inquire and report
upon the expediency of forming a settlement at Cape
York, on the north-west coast of New Holland, or in

the immediate neighbourhood. Its eligibility lias long
been the subject of investigation and favourable recom-
mendation by naval surveyors, and it is expected that a

staff ofgovernment surveyors will be speedily despatched
to the projected colony. The geographical position of

Cape York is such as is said to render its occujiation an

object of paramount importance. The mover of the
resolution in reference to the proposed settlement was
Mr. Nicholls, a native of New South Wales, born of

European parents; and the conclusion of his speech
affords gratifying evidence of the feelings entertained by
that class of the community towards the mother-country.
Such a settlement (he observed) would undoubtedly be
another step in the progress of civilisation—another

outpost of the great Australian nation which was des-

tined to perpetuate the religion and the language of the

Anglo-Saxon race in the southern licmisphcre. It was

by such steps as these—by pacific triumphs—by esta-

blishing educational institutions, and by fostering com-
mercial enterprise, that Australia would become great,
and ne-\er by the arms of its children being turned

against their forefathers.

Prince Frederick of vSchleswig-Holstcin, travelling as

Lieutenant Gronwold, and accompanied by Captain
Stanley Carr, a British officer, had arrived at Sydney
from Port Philip, and was a guest at Government
House. It was expected that the young prince would

shortly return to Europe by the way of India.

The New Zealand papers have been received to the 12th
of June. They announce the return of Capt. Imprey
and party to the Wairau, from an expedition undertaken
with a view to find a road to Port Cooper. They went
about 120 miles up the country in a southerly direction,
crossing several streams, all falling into the river be-
tween the White Bluff" and Cape Campbell. They dis-

covered an opening into the Port Cooper plains, but a

heavy fall of snow compelled them to return. They
entertain no doubt, however, that a fair road for drays
may be made between the Wairau and Port Cooper.
The party saw two birds standing each five feet high,
supposed to be emus, and made several interesting
botanical discoveries. They report the country over
which they travelled as eligible for sheep runs and
cattle stations, and some of it as well wooded.
A letter, dated Nelson, 16th May, states that the

accession to the population of the settlement, received

by the Lady Nugent, had been most opportune.

PROGRESS OF EMIGRATION AND COLONISATION.

The work of Emigration goes on rapidly from the west
and south of Ireland. In the end of October a crowd of

]icasants passed through Athlone on their way to the
New World. The local paper states that they came from
the village of Clonoron, about two miles distant, and had
been but a few days previously evicted from their holdings.
While going through the town they were cheering and
shouting, and appeared in the best possible humour. On
inquiry as to the cause of their unusual mirth, it was
ascertained to have arisen from the circumstance of their

having received a large sum of money from their friends
in America, which came to hand on the very moj"ning
they were ejected from their cabins.

A remarkable case of Successful Emigration is that
of Mr. James Wilson, a native of Caithness, who lately
arrived in England from Australia. Two-and-twenty
years ago he landed as a young emigrant at Van Die-
men's Land with .50s. in his pocket ; fifteen years ago he
crossed over to Port Philip, when there were only two
huts in that now flourishing colony, and there he has
remained ever since. He is the largest individual sheep
farmer in the colony, being the owner of 30,000 sheep,
and land sufficient, reckoning, as he does, an acre to a

sheep, to feed 60,000. Pie is now worth 3000/. a-year.
His visit to England is to see the old country once more,
when he purposes to pass the remainder of his life in
South Australia.

Intelligence has been received of the arrival in Aus-
tralia of the first parties of Female Emigrants despatched
by the Committee of thej Female Emigration Fund.
The ship Culloden, with a party of 38 girls, arrived, all

well, at Port Philip on the 6th of July ; the ship Duke
of Portland, with 6o on board, arrived, all well, at

Adelaide, on the 2d day of August. The young women
are stated to have behaved with great propriety during
their passage out, and to have had good health through-
out their voyages. The most favourable testimony is

borne to the good conduct of those in charge of the

emigrants, and to the well working of the arrangements
which were made by the committee here on their behalf.
Both at Melbourne and at Adelaide this immigration
appears to have been very favourably regarded by the
colonists. Of the 38 landed at Port Philip on the 8tli

of July, it appears by the Melbourne papers that 31
were engaged as servants at wages varying from 12/. to

20/. a year before the evening of the 10th, and sub-

sequent advices state that every one of the girls liad

obtained employment. All the girls landed at Adelaide
had secured employment at fair wages within four days
after arrival. The ladies' committee, wlio provided for

the reception of the young women at Port Philip, appear
to have been most favourably impressed by their appear-
ance and demeanour

;
and one of the Melbourne papers

says,
"
They appear to belong to a class of immigrants

peculiarly adapted to this comitry, being young, liealthy,
and intelligent, and apjjarently possessed of that happy
buoyancy of mind, and that hearty determination of

purpose, that will enable them to act well their part in

any of the many situations of usefulness which lie so

invitingly before them."
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NARRATIVE OF FOREIGN EVENTS.——
pRUSSIA with twice tlii-oe hundred thousand men has accomplished the great feat of marching up a hill
-*- and marching down again. She has shown all her teeth, that the world may perceive she is un.able
or indisposed to bite with them. Industry and commerce have been suspended, the workshop and the
farm have been deserted, all the ordinary hopes and avocations which make up the everyday life of Prussia
have received a check of the most disastrous kind

; and, as far as yet appears, for no earthly object but to
show how eager tlie king is to obtain the domination of Germany, and how utterly unable and imbecile
to accomplish his desire. It remains to be seen whether the people, thus bodily dragged into the conflict,

may not take upon themselves at length the authority of ending it.

The French President has delivered a message as meek as Cardinal Wiseman's appeal. He promises
nothing less nor more but that he will be a good boy in future, and attend to all the tasks which the

Assembly may choose to set him. He is delighted that France should be so prosperous, and is preparing
all kinds of things to make her more so. Will the Assembly be so hai-dhearted as to turn him off when he is

so good a boy 1

Pio Nono, after dispatching his bull to England, favoured Sardinia with an "
allocution." In this document

his Holiness adopts all the acts of the Cardmal Archbishop Franzoni, formerly commemorated in this
narrative

;
and distinctly approves of the refusal of the holy sacrament to a dying statesman, who had been

active in promoting a law hateful to the Roman See, because favourable to the equal civil rights of priest and
layman! Let Lord Beaumont, and other Catholics in England, take warning in time.
The man-hunts continue in America ; and a real rebellion has broken out in China. The earth is full

of portents of which the issue must be waited quietly. Mr. Webster preaches not only the sacred duty of
obedience, but the infamy of resistance, even to the law which creates a property in the bodies and souls of
human creatures ; but even in quiet and stationary China, it would seem, and with little more than tariffs

and duties at issue, a termination is apt to come, sooner or later, to these duties of obedience and penalties
of resistance ; and Mr. Webster may yet live to discover that there are iuhuman laws which carry with
them no obligation of human acquiescence or submission, even for a day.

The National Assembly ofFrance met on the 11th.
On the following day it chose its officers. M. Dupin
was elected President, by 383 votes out of 594 present ;

the other votes being divided between M. Mathieu de
la Drome and two or three more. M. Dupin took the

chair, and immediately declared M. Baroche, the
Minister of the Interior, to be in possession of the
tribune. M. Baroche proceeded at once to read the

'_' Message of the President of the Republic ; presenting,
in virtue of the 52d article of the Constitution, the

expose of the general state affairs of the French Republic,
addressed to the Legislative Assembly in the session of
the 12th November, 1850." The Message treats its sub-

jects under the headings of Interior, Finances, Public

Works, Agriculture and Commerce, Justice, Public
Instruction and Religious Worship, War, Marine, and
a concluding Resume'.
Under all these branches the view given of public

affairs is highly favourable. In the Interior, confidence
and tranquillity have been restored. The finances pro-
gress favourably ;

international commerce has been
raised ; and everything concurs in warranting the hope
that the deficit of 1850 will be sensibly diminished, and
that the equiUbrium announced for 1851 will be reahsed.
Great reductions are making both in the army and navy.
Foreign relations are satisfactory. The benefit to the
French flag of the liberalised navigation-law of England
is acknowledged ; and hopes are expressed that pending
negotiations will end in arrangements still more in con-

formity with the interests of the two countries.

The reading of the Message was listened to with fixed

attention, and the closing passages called forth loud

applause. The favourable impression made by the

Message had even increased on the 13th. Twelve
hundred copies were posted up in the different quarters
of Paris, by orders of the Prefect of Police

;
and 37,000

copies were sent to the provincial communes.
At the commencement of the sitting on the 13th, the

result of the ballot for the vice-presidents was announced.
MM. Daru, Leon Faucher, Benoist d'Azy, and General
Bedeau were all re-elected and proclaimed vice presi-
dents. The old secretaries, MM. Amauld (de I'Arriegc),

Lacase, Chapot, lleckcren, Beraud, and Peupin were
also re-elected. The business transacted was not of

public interest, except perhaps the motion made by M.

Antony Thouret, who proposed that the prorogation
committee should deposit what it has drawn up on the

incidents which have created so much agitation in the

course of the vacation, and that the minutes of the

different meetings of the committee should be printed
and distributed. The motion was seconded by another

Montagnard (M. Baudin), but was received with loud

expressions of disapprobation by the majority. M. Odilon
Barrot then rose and said that the prorogation com-
mittee did not consider it necessary to present a rejiort,
and that he had therefore no further explanations to

give on the subject. He terminated by moving the
order of the day, which was voted by an immense
majority. The House then rose.

The subsequent business of the Chamber has hitherto
been of little interest.

A serious occurrence has taken place in a small town
of about 5000 inhabitants, called I5ourg St. Audeol, in

the Ardeche. On the morning of the 18th the Attorney-
General of the department, accompanied by 90 men,
comprising gendarmerie and troops of the line, pro-
ceeded to effect the arrest of a person named Morrice,

Deputy-Mayor of the town, on a charge of being impli-
cated in the Lyons affair. The arrest was effected ; hut
as they were escorting him the troops were followed by
a large crowd, and when they were about to issue from
the streets to the country, they found their way stopped

by barricades, from behind which they were received

with a volley of stones and some musket shots. The
soldiers fixed bayonets and moved steadily on, while
those who were mounted were preparing to leap the

barricade, when the lieutenant who commanded the

gendarmerie was struck by a bullet which broke his

under jaw. The troops halted for an instant, loaded

with ball, fired a volley at the assailants, charged, swept
in an instant the barrier before them, and scattered the

infuriated rabble in all directions. One of the insur-

gents lay dead behind the barricades, and several

wounded. The gendarmes arrested seven, and led them
off with the prisoner to rescue whom the revolt was

got up.

The intelligence from Germany during the past month
has constantly fluctuated between peace and war

;
and

the innumerable conferences and negotiations between

Prussia, Austria, Russia, and the smaller German .states,

have as yet led to no ascertained results. In consequence
of the fiiilurc of Count Brandcnlnirgh, the I'russian

Minister, to effect an amicable arrangement with Austria,

the wliole Prussian army has been placed on a war foot-

ing and the laudwehr has been called out.

The Prussian chambers were opened on the 21st by
the King. The following is the portion of the Roy.d
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speech which relates to the different branches of the

German question :

" A full account of the use made of the credit of

18,000,000 thalers, voted for military purposes, will be

laid before you.
"The dangers by which you were induced

to_ gi-ant

that credit have not yet been removed. My pacific re-

lations to the great Powers of Europe have not indeed

been interrupted ; but, unhappily, it has not been pos-

sible to carry into effect my intention to create for the

German States a Constitution equal to their necessities.

I cling to the idea which was the foundation of my
efforts^ in firm hope in the future ; but I Avill only again

attempt its realisation on new grounds, when a decision

has been come to on the future organisation of the

German Bund.
" I hope that the negotiations on this subject will

soon lead to a successful result.
" The peace with Denmark is concluded and ratified

;

but it has not been possible as yet to carry it in all points
into effect.

" In a neighbouring German State disputes of the

most irreconcileable character have taken place. An
attempt to interfere, made from one side only, threat-

ened to violate the rights of Prussia, and has led to mis-

understandings in which we are directly involved. Our

representations, founded on the conditions of our geo-

graphical and military position, did not meet with proper
attention on the part of the Sovereign of the State and
his allies. Besides this, concentrations of troops were

made close on our frontiers, in places distant from the

scene of those embarrassments, by which the security of

the monarchy was menaced. Then I could no longer
defer what had been long postponed. I have called out

the whole warlike power of the land, and I see with

pride and joy that all my people capable of bearing arms
have risen like one man, and joined themselves to my
brave and faithful army.

" In a short time we shall stand more strongly armed
than at any period of old or modern time. We do not

seek war
;
we wish to lessen no one's rights, or force our

proposals on any one
;
but we require an organisation of

collective Germany, consistent with our present position
in Germany and in Europe, and commensurate with the

sum of the rights that God has placed in our hands. We
have a good" right ; that we will defend, and we will

remain in powerful preparation, under our weapons, till

we are certain it has obtained recognition.
" This we owe to Prussia and to Germany.
" I hope that our rising will be sufficient to assert our

right ;
if this is attained, it is without danger to the

peace of Europe, for my people are reasonable in the

same degree as they are strong.
" It is for you, gentlemen, to furnish me with the

means by which this end is to be secured. I lament the

sacrifices which on this account must be imposed on the

nation, but I know, gentlemen, that your zeal will not

be behind that of the whole people. You will furnish a

proof that our Constitution, to which I inviolably adhere,
hinders not, but on the contrary promotes strength of

action in Prussia.
" And as all pai'ty spirit has been merged in the enthu-

siasm of the moment—as the people and the army feel

themselves united with me and each other—you too, the

representatives of this admirable people, will stand by
me, unanimous and firm, in the dangers of the present.

" Well then, let our watchwords be, union in fidelity,
confidence with God in one spirit

—in the real old

Prussian spirit.
" God has often and largely helped us with it, and will

help \is still further.—Such is my trust."

The latest accounts from Berlin state that the Empe-
ror of Russia has reiterated his demand for the imme-
diate intervention in Schleswig Holstein, and threatened
Prussia with his army if she opposes it. The Czar would
not object, however, to the pacification being accom-

plished by Prussia.

The Austrians are reported to be in Saxony.
Letters from Munich state that the Hessian question

will be settled by mutual declarations.

The sending of provisions from Lower Hesse to the

neighbourhood of Fulda has been forbidden by the com-
m.ander of the Prussian troops.

The Queen of Spain in person opened Cortes on the
31st October. The royal speech was of unusual length.
It announced the happy resumption of diplomatic rela-

tions with Great Britain in a manner worthy of both
nations

; proudly referred to the brilliant results of its

intervention on behalf of the Pope, and to the expedition
of foreign pirates in Cuba, who had been obliged to fly
before the loyalty of the population and the resolution

of the forces
;

it referred to considerable reforms in the

administration of roads and institutions, in the conduct
of prison discipline, and in the removal of obstacles to

agricultural and commercial industry; and it promised
schemes for the definite settlement of the public debt,
and for the settlement of the fueros of the Basque
Provinces.

The accounts from Constantinople mention the De-
struction of the Flag-ship of the Turkish Admiral, with
the loss of 500 men. She was a beautiful niuety-gun
ship, and was moored in the harbour, near the Arsenal;
on either side of her lay a three-decker or a

ninety- gun
ship. At half-past 9 on the 24th of October, without

any kind of warning, or anything having occurred to

excite suspicion, the powder in her magazine ignited, no
one knows how, and she blew up ;

nor were there more
than a dozen barrels of powder on board. The explosion
was just sufficient to separate her sides and lift her decks.

She opened forwards, broke in the middle, and sunk

bodily. It was all over in three minutes. Five hundred
men perished with her, including 16 officers ;

163 men
have been saved, of whom 43 are badly wounded. Her
band was playing when the explosion took place.

A letter from Alejipo, of the 26th of October, gives
an account of a Dreadful Massacre of the Christian

population by the Moslems
;
a sudden outbreak, it

appears, of fiinaticism. On the night of the 16th nume-
rous armed bands of Moslem people forcibly entered

the dwellings of the Christians inhabiting three-quarters
of the town called Sulibi and Pedida, plundering every
house of what it possessed ; and, whenever the least

resistance was shown, wounding and murdering the

inmates. On the 17th the same scenes continued to be

perpetrated. The roads everywhere leading from the

above quarters were thronged with Christians, men,
women, and children all hurrying away in the terror

with which they were inspired by the burning of their

churches, the desecration of their homes, the spoliation
of their wealth, the destruction of their property, the

dishonour of their wives and maidens, and the ruthless

slaughter of their relatives. All these atrocities were com-

mitted in broad daylight, and under the eyes of Turkish

soldiery ;
there were none to prevent these ruffians from

accomplishing their horrible designs on an inoffensive

people. Three handsome churches, worth upwards of

25,000/., were burnt; five churches have been plundered ;

an invaluable library, containing ancient Syrian manu-

scripts, destroyed : three priests and several other

Christians were killed ; many, among whom is the

Syrian Bishop, a highly respected octogenarian, were

wounded, and some of them afterwards died. The

principal Christian quarters, such as Sulibi, Fedida,

Toomayat, Haret, II Un Kabobt, Tudrebee, Bowabet,

Butrosse, Bowabel Aset, Essa il Khul, were sacked.

The loss of property is estimated at nearly a million

sterling. In the space of 24 hours several hundred

families, comprising the most respectable native

Christians of Aleppo, and consisting altogether of about

7,000 individuals (Rayahs) have been rendered house-

less.

On the morning of the 17th the Pasha hastily removed
to the military "barracks, where, surrounded by the

troops, he remained an almost passive spectator of what
was going forward in the town beneath. General Bern

pledged his life to stop the persecution if he were allowed

a few pieces of artillery and 500 soldiers, but the Pasha
would not grant them, on the plea that they would

prove insufficient. He rather preferred to yield to popu-
lar fanaticism than set Moslem to fight Moslem in de-

fence of the Christians. At the date of the account, ten

days had elapsed since the Christians fled from their

houses, and none had yet ventured to return to them.

The khans were full of the fugitives—080 in one, 2200
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in another, 700 in a third, 400 to 500 in a fourth
; and

in the other 11 or 12 khans there were as many as made
up the number of 7000. Honourable mention is made
of the conduct of M. Lesseps, the French Consul, who
distinguished himself in his unceasing endeavours to

provide for the wants of the distressed, of whom he
received in his Consulate upwards of '200, and the per-
sonal requirements of about 600 others he daily supplied.
An account three days later states that a reinforcement
of troops had arrived, tliat the fugitives were beginning
to return to their homes, and that an appearance of tran-

quillity was restored, though there was still a strong
undercurrent of evil.

The latest accounts from Neto York are dated the
15th instant. The excitement caused by the operation
of the Fugitive Slaves Bill still continued, and serious

disturbances had taken place at Philadelphia and other

places. On the other hand, a great meeting had been
held in New York, at which leading citizens expressed
their regret that a measxire regarded by the greatest
statesmen as a portion of a fair compromise, and declaimed

by them to be strictly constitutional, should now be
denounced as unjust and unconstitutional, and as war-

ranting resistance by physical force. A letter from Mr.
Daniel Webster gave his warm adherence to the reso-
lutions.

" The measure," he said,
"

is not such a measure as
I had prepared before I had left the Senate, and which,
of course, I should have supported if I had remained in
the Sennte. But it received the proper sanction of the
two Houses of Congress and the President of the United
States. It is the law of the land, and as such is to be

respected and obeyed by all good citizens. I have heard
no man whose opinion is worth regarding deny its con-

stitutionality ;
and those who counsel violent resistance

to it, counsel that which, if it take place, is sure to 1 ad
to bloodshed and to the commission of capital offences.

It remains to be seen how far the deluded and the
deluders will go on in this career of faction, folly, and
crime."
This demonstration at New York is said to have had

much influence on public opinion in the Northern
States.

NARKATIYE OF LITEEATURE AND ART.

THE Laurel has been bestowed on Alfred Tennyson, and could not have had a worthier recipient. It

would be well if the detur diyniori could be as certainly put in practice in every office. It is understood

that the offer was accompanied with an intimation that the usual birthday odes liad been now for some

years discontinued ; and whether or not this implies that they will not in future be expected, it is yet

satisfactory to feel that an ancient office which directly connects the highest person in the realm with its

literature is not altogether abolished. Certainly the salary was not worth saving. Originally it was a

hundred marks, which James the First raised to a hundred pounds and a tierce of canary, for poor old

Ben Jonson's sake. The tierce of canary is now commuted to some five-and-tvventy pounds ; but, neverthe-

less, what with income-tax, land-tax, pension-fees, and other fees and taxes, the whole remuneration is little

more than ninety pounds. Another appointment of the past month has given equal satisfaction. Sir Chai-les

Eastlake is the new president of the Royal Academy, bis talents and accomplishments having marked him
out without a competitor for that distuiction.

The publication of new works has been more active

than usual, but very few books of importance are dis-

coverable among them. Not a small proportion have been

pamphlets and treatises connected with the current

agitation against popery, ofwhich it would be a waste of

space even to transcribe the titles.

Miss Strickland has commenced a series of Lives of
the Queens of Scotland in the manner of her book about
the English queens, and with promise of an equal amount
of gossiping detail. A certain Baroness Von Beck
has published Personal Adventures in Hungary during
the late civil war, proving herself a heroine of some
of the most daring attempts and most marvellous

escapes on record. Another lady has given us a novel
of earnest and highly-wrought incident called Olive.

Nor will it be much out of place to conclude this list

of feminine acliievements with the mention of a book
which Sir Francis Head has dedicated to the ladies, on
the Defenceless State of England. Its object is to show
what Lord Ellesmere formerly demonstrated, that if a

French army resolves to invade England, it can easily
do it

;
and when it reaches London, which there is

nothing to prevent, it will only have to Avalk in at one
end while everybody else is marching out at the other.

Lord Ellesmere himself has been meanwhile engaged
in the less alarming work of writing an agreeable in-

troduction to a translation of Michel Amari's War
of the Sicilian Vespers. Southey's Life and Corre-

spondence has been brought to a completion. A clever

little compilation of Karruiives of Shipwrecks of the

Hoyal iS'avy, between 1793 and 1849, has been issued in

one volume. Another book has been added to the many
that may now be consulted for the terrors and enjoy-
ments of Sierra Leone. A treatise on tlie Distribution

of Wealth, by a Mr. Thompson, has been disinterred

from its sleep of a quarter of a century to show (which
j

was quite needless) that the French Socialists have '

had English precursors. And from a profound rest of t

nigh fourteen hundred years the Makamet of Hariri has

just been awakened by the translation of INlr. Preston, an
able English scholar. The design of this Eastern classic

was to display the vast resources of Arabic in a series of

rhythmical and metrical anecdotes containing all the

riches of the language, and illustrating its rare words,

proverbs, and figurative and enigmatic expressions.
From this the character of its interest may be estimated,
as well as those difficulties of translation which Mr.
Preston has mastered admirably.
The fact that the Keepsake has appeared once more

may still interest some readers. A sort of ghost of the

book of beauty in the shape of A Court Album which
visits us at the same time, and another volume of The

Drawing-rootn Scrap Book, are all of the once gay and
crowded ranks of " Annuals " which appear to have

survived the revolution in this kind of literature. Its

passing away leaves nothing to regret.

Mr. Macready is giving a series, or rather completing
the series which was interrupted by ill-health last year,
of fiu-ewell performances at the Haymarkct Theatre.

He has appeared, during the month, in aU his princii)al

characters, and has been received by crowded audiences

with the utmost enthusiasm.

The principal dramatic novelties produced during the

month have been Marston's play, Philip of France

and Marie de Meranie, at the Olympic; Slous's play,

The Templar, at the Princess's ;
Mr. Lemon's farce. The

School for Tigers, and Messrs. Brough's melo-drama,
Jessie Gray, at the Adelphi ;

and The White Hood at

the Lyceum.
Webster's tragedy, The Duchess of Malfi, has been

revived at Sadler's Wells, adapted to the modern stage

by Mr. Home.
The Marylebone Theatre has re-opened under the

management of Mr. Joseph Stammers.
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COMMERCIAL RECORD.

BANKRUPTS.
From the Gasette of Oct.29. William Alsop, Plymouth,

potter.
— ANUREW Little, York, drapor.

— Michael Lord,

Lower-Bagden, Lancashire, slieep salesman.—James Porter,

High-street, Camden-towii, upholsterer.
— He.vry Geokue

Stahlsciimidt, Fenchurch-street, t'ity, merchant. — Thomas

WooDRoKFE, Webb's-county-terrace, New-Kent-road, druggist.

Nov. 1. William Oibbs, Throgmorton-street, City, stockbroker.
—Epiiuaim Gwalter, Plaistow, Essex, horse dealer.—Adolphus

Miller, Emsworth, Hampshire, rope-maker.—Henry Brooke

Muriel, Brighton, Sus.sex, chemist.—Thomas Skam, Waiids-

worth-road, and Battersea, Surrey, builder.— Huoh Snellino,

Brighton, Sussex, grocer.— Samuel Alfred Warner, Southamp-
ton'street, Strand, projectile manufacturer.

Nov. 5. John Beeby, Luton, and Dunstable, Bedfordshire,
salt merchant.—Charles Bradby, Kocd-lane, Fenchurch-street,

City, merchant.—James Clarke, Old-Broad-street, City, coal

merchant.— William Coles, Harmer-street, Milton-next-

(iravesend, pastrycook.
— Alfred French, East-Grinstead,

Sussex, plumber.
—James Gilston, Leeds, woollen-draper.

—
Abraham Hooley, Macclesfield, silk manufacturer.— John
LivESEY, and John Primm, New-Lenton, Nottinghamshire, lace

makers.—Robert Button Reeves, and Richard Herdman
Dawson, Liverpool, wine and spirit dealers.—William Taylor,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, auctioneer.

Nov. 8. Alexander Black, Wellington-street-north, Covent-

garden, bookseller—William Coles, Milton-next-Gravesend,

pastrycook.—Robert Garton, Kingston-upon-HuU, boot and
shoe maker.—John Rowbothah, Sutton, Cheshire, silk manu-
facturer.—George Clivb Sbarle, Tyndale-place, Islington,

apothecary.
Nov. 12. Thomas Brown, Preston, Lancashire, draper.

—
John Liptuott Findley, jun,, Birmingh.am, tailor.—William

Harrison, Tynemouth, Northumberland, merchant.—Henry-

Higgins, Bilston, Staffordshire, grocer.
—George Stilwkll

Jenks, Hammersmith, cheesemonger.—William Simpson, Man-

chester, starch manufacturer.—Robert Storb, Corby, Lincoln-

shire.—William Trego, Coleman-street, City, builder.—SiL-

VANUS ViCK, Brecon, victualler.

Nov. 15. James Amos, Coventry, Warwickshire, trimming
manufacturer.—John Frederick Brett, Gateshead, Durham,
tailor.—William Carter, High-street, Southwark, boot and
shoe maker.—George Hand, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire,

grocer.
—William Francis Harris, Friday-street, Cheapside,

City, Manchester warehouseman.—William Randall, Man-
chester, calico printer.

—Joseph Watkins, Belmont-row, Vaux-

hall, draper.—John White, ]?irmingham, hay and straw

dealer.

Nov. 19. William Bennett, jun., Worley Wigan, Worcester-

shire, brick-maker.—Edward Brewster, Hand-court, City,

printer.
—James Buttfield, Newbury, Berkshire, grocer.—

Abraham Chadwick, Burnedge and Fair View, Lancashire,

cotton-spinner.
—Edmund Chadwick, Manchester, starch manu-

facturer.—Ann Elizabeth Hickman, Canuon-road, St. George's

in-the-east, and Moses John Hickman, Princes-place, St.

George's-in-the-east, undertakers.—William Negus, Bagnigge-
wells-road, victualler.—Joseph Smith, Liverpool, haberdasher.
—Thomas Tuffield, Hoxton-old-town, tallow-chandler.

Nov. 22. Arthur Beard, Liverpool, wine merchant.—
William Bradburn, Shiffnal, Shropshire, corn-dealer.—George
Augustus Clare, Mount-street, Grosvenor-square, house deco-

rator.—Robert GnisoN, York, ironmonger.- -Edward Kedges,
Chilton Foliatt, Wiltshire, builder.—William HuzE, Stockport,

Cheshire, draper.
—William King, C.ravesend, Kent, draper.

—
Edward Leigh, Glossop, Derbyshire, cotton-manufacturer.—
Robert Miles, Pontypridd, Glamorganshire, grocer.

—John
Simpson, Manchester, grocer.—Francois Felix Vouillon,
Princess- street, Grosvenor-squarc, court milliner.

Nov. 26. Edward Brewster and Edward West, Hand-court,

Dowgate, printers.
—Robert Dever, Cornhill, City, cook and

confectioner. — William Goodchild Shipley, Market-row,
Oxford -street, corn dealer.—Henry Johnson, Bishopsgate-street-

without. City, tea-dealer.—William Smith, Canal-road, Kings-
land, timber merchant.—James Hopewell Brown, Norwich,
wine and spirit merchant.

—George Augustus Davies, Skinner-

street, City, distiller.— Richard Peacock, Ladbroke-grove,
Notting-hill, plumber.—Charles Mackenzie, Lower-Crown-

street, Westminster, bookbinder.—Henry Richard Holloway,
Ryde, Isle of Wight, bookseller.—David Douglas, Charlton-

npon-Medlock, Lancashire, draper.—James Mathison, Feriy-

liill, Durham, builder. — William Starkey, Huddersfield,

woolstapler.
'

BANKRUPTCIES ANNULLED.
Oct. 21. James Villar, Leckhampton and Cheltenham,

Gloucestershire, maltster.

Nov. 12. George Price Hill, Fleet-street, City, common
earner, Sept. 11.

out of the aspect of Continental politics. On the 29th ult..

Consols were depressed to 961;, and though the price afterwards

recovered, and touched 97J on the 6th ; the uneasiness caused by
the extensive military preparations on the Continent caused a

further heavy fall, the price receding to 96 on the 11th. More
firmness then became apparent, and the quotation on the '2'J.m\

stood at 97} ;
but the market has since been heavier. To day't

quotation is 96^ to §.

The Railway Share Market has been steady, with a fair

amount ofbusiness going forward
;
this description of investment

appearing to attract more attention of late. As regards prices,
the quotations ruling to day, show a rise over last month of from
2 to 4 per cent, for most of the leading stocks.

STOCKS.

THE STOCK AND SHARE MARKETS.
t'fiy, Nov 28.

The Stock Markets have been subject to a good deal of move-
ment this month, principally owing to considerations arising
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THE THEEE KINGDOMS.——
'THE Religious Agitation has contimiod during the month with little abatement, but the pretensions of his
-*- Holiness at Rome have not shared so largely in it as those of some smaller popes here in England.
Mr. Bennett has been turned out of St. Barnabas by the Bishop of London. Not, however, for denying the

supremacy of the Crown in spiritual affairs or discipline ; not for asserting the Church's infallibility and
supremacy ; not for callmg the Protestant Establishment a statesman's tool ; not for the identification, in

short, in all material respects, of the teaching of the church of St. Barnabas with that of the Church of
Rome : but for a certain indiscreet excess in gestures, postures, ceremonies, forms, and intonations, which
seemed to the Bishop to be "

carrying things too far." There is nothing in the decision pronounced against
this refractory teacher by his diocesan, which in any manner touches the questions most gravely in issue
between the Protestant Church and her Romanising ministers. If other than the mere forms are to be

grappled with, it must be by a mode of censure far other than Doctor Blomfield's. Happily, however, it is

the substance of the thing called Tractarianism, and not its mere " limbs and flourishes," against which the

people generally are now eager and aroused ; and a beginning of the work most needful to be transacted at

the present time has been already made. A lay society has been formed in Plymouth, to promote and
bring about a reformation of the Church services, a better administration of ecclesiastical revenues, and

improvement of the discipline of the Church. Such societies should be formed everywhere ; and then-

invariable bases should be a reassertion of the right of private judgment, and a claim of increased power for
the laity in matters ecclesiastical.

These are the views and efforts which will alone save us, as Protestants, from the mischiefs incident
more or less to all religious agitation ;

and without which there is even yet a danger that the present
excitement may leave us exposed to a worse intolerance than that against which it has protested. In

r^3gard to Roman Catholicism itself, whatever legislation may be found expedient or necessary, it vrill be

assuredly not less so to keep in mind the just distinction between what may fairly warrant interference, and
what cannot without danger be meddled with. That distinction is, not to prohibit the spiritual authority
of the Pope in any extent of unrestricted communication that may be called for by full toleration of the pro-
fession and exercise of the Roman Catholic religion in England ; but at the same time so to legislate, that

this papal authority shall be kept really and strictly spiritual, that its mandates shall not be sufitjred to

run co-ordinate in civil matters, such as that of education, with those of tlie head of the state, and that all

its missives which in any manner trench on the temporal province shall be rendered subject to the temporal
laws.

Sir Edward Sugden has decisively pronounced that the Papal brief of September exposes its promulgators
to legal penalties, though he has failed to explain what they are ; but bo they small or groat, it is a dififereut

kind of protection that true Protestants in England now sorely need. They pray for sound education ;
and

against all "high" priests who would oppose it, whether English or Roman. It may be tnie that Pio Nono
impertinently claims spiritual headship in England, and that his emissaries convene synods of Thurles

practically to enforce his claim ; but it is not less true that Henry of Exeter insolently refuses to address

the Queen as the "
earthly head of the Church in this kingdom," and defies and obstructs her Privy Council

in their exertions for popular education. The legislation that reaches not both these evils, will leave

the most deeply-felt practical grievance untouched. Now or never, guarantees must bo obtained for

educational as well as religious freedom. Now must be commenced, if ever, that good work, of which a

thorough reform of both universities will go far to the glorious completion.
Mr. Sewell, well knowing this, has made a feint to draw off the University Commission of Inquiiy from

Oxford by proposing to turn Oxford itself into a travelling Commission of Instruction. He is not for letting
Manchester go to college, but for carrying college to Manchester. Hewou't have any one come to Oxford
to reform its abuses, but he'll consent to carry Oxford anywhere, abuses and all. His scheme is to set up
Oxford lecture-rooms all over the country, subject to the control of the fiir-famed Hebdomadal Board ; and,

opening these lecture-rooms to people of all sorts of opinions, to reward dutiful attendance thereupon

by degrees from travelling examuiers. Of which mission the expected advantage evidently is, that it may
in time reclaim the barbarous from their objections to Oxford systems and teachers, while it leaves the

hallowed place itself quite unpolluted by the heathen, and keeps sacred the mysteries of Isis to Mr. Sewell

and his friends. But tlie bait has not caught ;
and Mr. Sewell has taken nothing by his motion but the

disadvantage of having let slip the not unimportant admission that " the university possesses a large
amount of available resources and machinery with which the present state of education conferred by it is

by no means commensurate." It is to be hoped that the Ministerial Commission will not reUvs in its

exertions till it bring these means and ends into better correspoudence.
Even amidst the religious hubbub have been heard some faint Protectionist cries. Messi's. Spooucr and

Nowdegato have protested at Sutton Colfield against sinking to the condition of the foreigner, to which

chawbacon, pondering between his seven shillings a-week and the union next door, cries out Anau !
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Mr. Muntz has called attention to the remarkable fact that the man\ifacturuig intei'est gobbles up a farmer

for its supper eveiy night. And Mr. George Frederick Young has vowed at the London Tavern that his

neck shall not be bent to the yoke
"
unresistingly," which seems to promise a tough job to the manufacturing

interest if it thinks of gobbling up Mr. Young. However, there is no saying now-a-days what any amount
of resistance is worth, seeing that it needs but a square inch of damp sponge to bring even a grizzly bear

of the Rocky ^Mountains under the knife of an operator as merciless as a Bright or a Cobden.
An incident of the month, which deserves record in even this brief retrospect, has been the defeat of the

Tenant League agitation in Ireland, at the election for the county Limerick. It is too decisive to admit of

any doubt. FaiUng their own candidate, the Leaguers would gladly have assisted the Protectionists, but
the latter was also turned to the right-about, and the Free-trader chosen. This result is important in so

far as it goes very unexpectedly to prove that there is some limit to impracticable and mischievous agitation,
even in Ireland.

NAERATIVE OF POLITICS.
The Repeal Association has been Bebaptised, and is

now denominated the "Royal Catholic and Repeal
Association." In the course of the proceedings on the

2nd, Mr. John O'Connell announced that the word
" Catholic

" was to remain as a prefix until the intended

persecution of Lord John Russell and the bigots of

England was effectually repelled. In a financial point
of view the additional cognomen of " Catholic

"
appears

to have been, so far, a failure, the rent having decKned
from 14/. odd shillings, the previous week's receipts, to

91. 19s. Id.

The Enthronement of Cardinal Wiseman took place
on the 6th, at the church of St. George's, Southwark.
The choir commenced chaunting the Hallelujah, and
the procession moved up the nave in the direction of

the central altar. Foremost was borne the cross, with

lighted candles on either side. Then came the Roman
Catholic clergy^ subject to the new Archdiocesan's

jurisdiction, two by two, habited according to their

respective ranks and orders. At length the Cardinal
himself appeared, weai-ing a gorgeous mitre and pal-
lium. A canopy, fringed with sUk and gold, was borne
over his path by the "converts" exclusively. Lastly
came the Very Rev. Dr. Doyle, robed in the usual
sacrificial vestments, preceded by the Very Rev. Dr.

Cox, the Rev. Mr. Cotter, and the Rev. Mr. Daniel, as

masters of [the ceremony, deacon, and sub-deacon.

Having reached the screen which fronts the sanctuary,
the Cardinal was led to a small compartment at the
left of the principal altar, called the chapel of the

Blessed Eucharist, whence, after a brief interval, the

procession moved within the sanctuary. Cardinal Wise-
man kneeling at the foot of the altar, and the celebrant

clergyman ascending its steps, assisted by the deacon
and sub-deacon. The customary form of prayer having
been read, the mitre, which had been exchanged for a
scarlet cap a short time before, was formallj' placed
upon the head of the new Archbishop, whilst the

crozier, emblematic of his authority, was also placed in

his hands. He was then conducted to the archiepiscopal
chair, at the foot of which the whole of the clergy made
the usual obeisance—kissing the Cardinal's ring in

recognition of his spiritual authority. The solemnities
of high mass were then proceeded with, after which the
Bull was publicly read, in virtue of which Cardinal
Wiseman assumes the archiepiscopal jurisdiction of

Westminster. The proceedings closed with the 'jpre-
sentation of an address to the new "

Archbishop," and
an exhortation, in which he impressed upon his clergy,
the duties and obligations incidental to their important
mission.
The following is a translation of the Papal Bull

establishinff a Romish Hierarchy in England. This

important document is entitled
"
Apostolic Letter of

our Most Holy Lord by Divine Providence Pope Pius

IX., by which the Episcopal Hierarchy in England is

restored."
" Ad perpetuam rei memoriam."

" The power of governing the universal Church in-

trusted by our Lord Jesus Christ to the Roman Pontiff,
in the person of St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles, has

maintained for centuries in the Apostolic see the ad-

mirable solicitude with which^ it watches over the

welfare of the Catholic religion in all the earth, and

provides with zeal for its progress. Thus has been

accomplished the design of its Divine founder ; who, by
estabUshing a chief, has in his profound wisdom insured
the safety of the Church unto the uttermost time.
The effect of this solicitude has been felt inmost nations,
and amongst these is the noble kingdom of England.
History proves that after the first ages of the Church,
the christian religion was carried into Groat Britain,
where it flotirished until towards the middle of the fifth

century : after the invasion of the Angles and Saxons
in that island, government as well as religion fell into

the most deplorable state. At once our most holy pre-
decessor Gregory the Great sent the monk Augustine
and his followers ; then he created a great number of

bishops, joined to them a multitude of monks and

priests, brought the Anglo-Saxons to religion, and
succeeded by his influence in re-establishing and ex-

tending the Cathohc faith in all that countiy, which
then began to assume the name of England. But to

recall more recent facts, notliing seems more evident

to us in the history of the Anglican schism of the six-

teenth century than the solicitude with which the
Roman pontift's our predecessors stxccoured and sup-

ported by all the means in their power the Catholic

religion, then exposed in that kingdom to the greatest

dangers and reduced to the last extremities. It is with
this object, apart from other means, that so many efforts

have been made by the Sovereign Pontiffs, either by
their orders or by their approbation, to keep in England
men ready and devoted to the support of Catholicism

;

also that young Catholics endowed by nature might be
enabled to come on to the Continent, there to receive

an education, and be formed with care in the study of

ecclesiastical science, especially in order that, being in

sacred orders, they may on their return to their country
be able to support their countrymen by the ministry of

their word and by the sacraments, and may defend and

propagate the true faith.
" But the zeal of our predecessors will perhaps be

more clearly admitted as regards what they have done
to give the CathoHcs of England pastors clothed with
an episcopal character at a time when a furious and

implacable tempest had deprived them of the presence
of taishops and their pastoral care. First, the Apostolic
letter of Gregory XV., commencing with these words,
' Ecclesia Romana,' and dated the 23rd of March 1623,
shows that the Sovereign Pontiff as soon as possible

deputed to the government of English and Scotch

CathoHc Bishops, William Bishop consecrated Bishop of

Chalcis, with ample facidties and powers. After the

death of Bishop, Urban VIII. renewed this mission in

his Apostolic letter dated the 4th of Fcbruaiy 1625,
addressed to Richard Smith, and |conferring on him the

bishopric of Chalcis, and all the powers previously rest-

ing on Bishop. It seemed subsequently at the com-
mencement of the reign of James II. that more favour-

able days were about to dawn upon the Catholic religion.
Innocent XL profited at once by the circumstance ;

and
in 1685 he deputed John Leybm-n, Bishop of Adrumede,
as Vicar Apostolic for all the kingdom of England.
Subsequently, by another Apostolic letter, dated the

30th January 1688, and commencing as follows,
'

Super
cathedram,' he joined with Leyburn three other Vicars

Apostolic, Bishops in partibus ;
so that all England,

under the care of the Apostolic Nuncio in this country,

Ferdinand, Archbishop of Amosia, was divided by that

Pontiff into four districts ;
those of London, the West,
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the Centre, and the North, which at first were governed
by Apostolic Vicars furnished with proper faculties and
powers. In the accomplishment of so gi-ave a charge,
they received rules and succour either by the decisions

of Benedict XIV. iu his constitution of the 3Uth of May
1753, which commences with the words '

Apostolicum
ministerium,' or by those of other Pontiffs our prede-
cessors and our Congregation for the Propagation of the
Faith. This division of all England into four Apostolic
Vicarages lasted till the time of Gregory XVI.

; who,
in his Apostolic letter,

' Muneris Apostolici,' dated the

I

3rd of July 1840, considering the increase of the Catholic

religion in England, and making a new ecclesiastical

division of the country, doubled the niimbor of vicarages,
and contided the spiritual government of England to

the Vicars Apostolic of London, the West, the East,
the Centre, Lancaster, York, and the North. The
little we have just said proves clearly that our

predecessors applied themselves strongly to use all the
means their authority gave them to console the
Church of England for its immense disgraces, and to

work for its resurrection. Having before its eyes,
therefore, the good example of o\ir predecessors, and
desirous, by imitating them, of fulfilling the duties of
the Supreme Apostolate—pressed, besides, to follow the
movements of our heart for that portion of the Lord's

vineyard—we proposed to ourselves, from the com-
mencement of our pontificate, to .pursue a work that
was so well begun, and to ajjply ourselves in the most
serious manner to favour every day the development of
the Church in this kingdom. For this reason, con-

sidering as a whole the state of Catholicism in England—
reflecting on the considerable number of Catholics,

which keep still increasing^
—remarking that every day

the obstacles are falling off which stood in the way
of the extension of the Catholic religion

—-we have

thought that the time was come when the form of

ecclesiastical government should be resumed in England
such as it exists, freely exists, in other nations, where no

particular cause necessitates the ministry of vicars

apostolic. We have thought that by the progress of
time and things, it was no longer necessary to have the

English Catholics governed by vicars apostolic, but, on
the contrary, that the changes which had already been
made necessitated the ordinary episcopal form of

government.
" We have been confirmed in these thoughts by the

desires expressed to us bj' the vicars apostolic in England,
as well as by numbers of the clergy and laity distin-

guished by virtue and rank, and by the wishes of the

great majority of English Catholics. In maturing this

design, we have not fai'.ed to implore the aid of the

Almighty and most gracious God, and that he would

grant us grace in this weighty affair to resolve upon
that which should be most suitable to augment the

prosperity of the Church. We have further besought
the assistance of the blessed Virgin Mary, mother of

God, and of the saints whose vii-tueshave made England
illusti'ious, that they would deign to obtain by theu-

intercession with God the happy success of this enter-

prise. We have suice commended the whole business

to the grave and serious consideration of our venerable
brothers the Cardinals of the holy Roman Church
forming our congregation for propagating the faith.

These sentiments having been found completely comfor-
mable to our own, we have resolved to sanction them,
and carry them into execution. It is for this reason,
after having weighed the whole matter most scru-

pxilously, that of our own proper motion, in our certain

knowledge, and in the plenitude of our apostolic power,
we have resolved and do hereby decree the re-establish-

ment in the kingdom of England, and according to the
common laws of the Church, of a hierarchy of Bishops
deriving their titles from their own sees, which wo
constitute by the present letter in the various apostolic
districts. To commence with the district of London, it

will form two sees,
—to wit, that of Westminster, which

we hereby elevate to the metropolitan or archicpiscopal

dignity ; and that of Southwai-k, which we assign to it

as a suffragan, together with those which we proceed to

indicate. The diocese of Westminster will include that

portion of the aforesaid district which extends to _the
banks of the Thames, and comprehends the counties of

Middlesex, Essex, and Hertford
;
that of Southwark,

on the south of the Thames, will include the counties
of Bedford, Southampton, Surrey, Sussex, and Kent,
with the Isles of Wight, Jersey, Guernsey, and others

adjacent. In the district of the north "there will be
but one episcopal see, which will take its name from
the town of Hagglestown, and have for its circum-

scription that of the existing district. The district of
York will also form a diocese, whose capital will be the
town of Beverley. In the district of Lancaster there
will be two Bishops ; of whom one, the Bishop of

Liverpool, will have for his diocese the isle of Mona,
the districts of Lonsdale, Amounderness, and west

Derby ;
and the other, the Bishop of Salford, will

extend his jurisdiction over Salford, Blackburn, and
Leyland. The county of Chester, thougli belonging to

this district, will be united to another diocese. In the
district of Wales two episcopal sees will be established,—that of Salop, and that of Merioneth and Newport
united. The diocese of Salop will contain the counties
of Anglesea, Carnarvon, Denbigh, Flint, Merioneth,
and Montgomery : to which we join the county of

Chester, detached from the district of Lancaster, "and
that of Salop from the centre. To the diocese of the

Bishop of !^lerioneth and Newport are assigned the
counties of Brecknock, Glamorgan, Cai-marthen, Pem-
broke, and Ivadnor, also the English counties of
Hereford and Monmouth. In the district of the west
we create two sees, Clifton and Plymouth ;

the first

comprehending the counties of Gloucester, Somerset,
and Wilts; the second those of Devon, Dorset, and
Cornwall. The district of the centre, from which we
have detached the county of Salop, will have two epis-

copal sees, Nottingham and Birmingham ;
to the first

we assign the counties of Nottingham, Derby, Leicester,
Lincoln, and Rutland ;

to the second, the counties of

Stafford, Buckingham, Oxford, and Warwick. In the
district of the east there will be one see

;
which will

take its name from the town of Northampton, and
retain the present circumscription of the district,

except the counties of Lincoln and Rutland, which we
assigned'to the diocese of Nottingham.

"
Thus, in the very flourishing kingdom of England

there will be one single ecclesiastical province, with one

archbishop and twelve suffragans, whose zeal and
pastoral labours will, we hope, by the grace of God,
bring new and daily increase to the power of Catholicism.
For this reason, we reserve to ourselves and successors

the right to divide this province into several, and to

increase the number of its bishoprics as new ones may
be required ; and in general, to settle their boundaries
as it may appear meet before the Lord.

"Meanwhile, we enjoin the archbishop and bishops
to furnish, at stated seasons, reports of the state of their

churches to our congregation of the propaganda, and
not to omit informing us on all points concerning the

spiritual good of their flocks. We shall continue to

avail ourselves of the aid of the congregation of the

propaganda in all that concerns the affairs of the church
in England. But in the sacred government of the

clergy and people, and all which concerns the j)astoral

office, the archbishop and bishops of England will enjoy
all the rights and faculties which bishops and archbishops
can use, according to the disposition of the sacred
canons and the apostolic constitutions

;
anl they will

likewise be equally bound by all the obligatioi's to which
other bishops and archbishops arc held by th common
discipline of the Catholic church.

" Their rights and duties will not be in 'any case

impaired by anything that is at present in vigour,
whether originating in the ancient form of the English
church, or iu the subsequent missions instituted in

virtue of special constitutions, pi'ivileges, or customs,
now that the same state of things no longer exists. And
in order that no doubt may remain, we suppress, in the

plentitude of our apostolic power, and entirely abrogate,
all the obligatory and juridical force of the said special

constitutions, privileges, and customs, however ancient

their date. The archbishop and bishops of England
will thus have the integral power lo regulate all that

belongs to the execution of the common law, or which
are left to the authority of bishops by the general

discipline of the church. .'X.s for us, most assuredly they
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sluill never have to complain that we do not sustain them

b}- our apostolical authority ;
and we shall always be

happy to second their demands in all which appears
calculated to promote the glory of God and the good of

souls. In decreeing this restoration of the ordinary
hierarchy of bishops in England, and the enjoyment of

the common law of the church, we have had principally
in view the prosperity and increase of the Catholic

religion in the kingdom of England ;
but we have also

desired to gratify the desires of so many of our reverend
l)rethrcn governing in England under the style of vicars

apostolic, and also of a great number of our dear children
of the Catholic clergy and people. Many of their

ancestors presented the same prayer to our predecessors,
who had begun to send vicars apostolic to England,
where no Catholic bishop could exercise the common
ecclesiastical law in his own church, and who afterwards

multiplied the number of vicars apostolic, and of districts,
not because religion was submitted in this country to an

exceptionable rule, but rather because they would
prepare the foundation for the future rebuilding of the

ordinary hierarchy." This is why we, to whom it has been given by the

grace of God to accomplish this great work, declare here
that it is not in any manner in our thoughts or intentions
that the Bishops of England, provided with the name
and rights of ordinary Bishops, should be destitute of

any advantages, of whatever nature they may be, which

they formerly enjoyed under the title of Vicars Apostolic.
It would be contrary to reason to allow any acts of ours

performed at the earnest prayer of the English Catholics,
and for the benefit of religion, to turn to their damage.
Rather we cherish the firm hope that our dear children
in Christ, whose arms and largesses have never been

wanting to sustain in England religion and the prelates
who govern there as Vicars, will exercise a still larger

liberality to the Bishops who are now attached by
permanent bonds to the English Church, in order that

they may not be deprived of temporal aid, which they
will require, to ornament their temples and adorn the
divine service, to support the clergy and the poor, and
for other ecclesiastical services. Finally, lifting the eyes
to the Almighty and gracious God, from whom comes
our help, we supplicate him with all instance, obsecration,
and action of grace, to confirm by Divine grace all that
we have decreed for the good of the Church

;
and to give

of His grace to those whose it is to execute these decrees,
that they may feed the flock of God committed to their

care, and that their zeal may be applied to spread the

glory of His name. And, in order to obtain the most
abundant succour of celestial grace, we finally invoke as

intercessors with God, the holy Mother of God, the
blessed Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul, with the blessed

patrons of England, and especially St. Gregory the Great,
in order that the solicitude we have displayed, notwith-

standing the insufficiency of our merit, to restore the

episcopal sees of England, which he founded in his days
with so much advantage to the Church, may likewise

rcdoxind to the good of the Catholic Church. We decree

th.at this Apostolic letter .shall never be taxed with

subreptice or obreptice, nor be protested for default
either of intention or any defect whatever, but always be
valid and firm, and hold good to all intents and pui-poses,

notwithstanding the genei'al Apostolic edicts which have

emanated|from Synodal,Provincial, or Universal Councils,
the special sanctions, as well as the rights of former sees

in Engla' d, missions apostolic, vicarages constituted in
the progi ess of time, notwithstanding—in one word, all

things contrary whatsoever. We likewise decree, that
all which may be done to the contrary by any one,
whoever he may be, knowing or ignorant, in the name
of any authority whatever, shall be without force. We
decree that copies of this letter, signed by a notary public,
and sealed with the seal of an ecclesiastic, shall be

everywhere received as the expression of our will.
" Given at St. Peter's, at Rome, under the seal of the

Fisherman, the 21th of September, 1850, and in the fifth

year of our pontificate.
" A. Cardtnai. Lamiuiuschini."

The Queen gave audiences on the 10th to deputations
from the Corporation of London, the City Lieutenancy,
and the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, and
received the addresses adopted by thorn in reference to

the Papal measures for establishing a Romish hierarchy
in this country. The deputation from Oxford was
headed by the Duke of Wellington ;

that from Cam-
bridge by Prince Albert. The following was her

Majesty's reply to the Corporation of London ;
—" I sin-

cerely thank you for your renewed assurances of unal-

tered attachment to my person and throne, and to the

constitution of this country. Your tried and consistent

advocacy of the equal enjoyment of civil rights by all

classes of your fellow-subjects entitles the expression of

your sentiments on the present occasion to peculiar con-

sideration. You may be assured of ray earnest desire

and firm determination, under God's blessing, to main-
tain unimpaired the religious liberty which is justly

prized by the people of this country, and to uphold, as

its surest safeguard, the pure and Scriptural worship of

the Protestant faith, which has long been happily
established in this land." To the University of Oxford
her Majesty replied:

—" I accept with much satisfaction

the renewed 'proof afforded by your address of your
attachment and loyalty to my person and government,
and of your steadfast adherence to the principles of the

constitution. It has ever been, and ever will continue

to bo, my endeavour to promote the efficiency and main-
tain the purity of our Reformed Church, the supreme
government of which, under God, is by law confided to

me
;
and it is highly gratifying to me to be assured of

your faithful adherence to its principles, doctrine, and

discipline. While I cordially concur in the wish that

all classes of my subjects should enjoy the free exercise

of their religion, you may rely on my determination to

uphold alike the rights of my crown and the indepen-
dence of my people against all aggressions and encroach-

ments of any foreign power. Your earnest endeavour,
in the discharge of your important duties, to train up
the youth intrusted to your care in faithful attachment
to the truths of holy Scripture, cannot fail, under God's

blessing, to have a powerful effect in strengthening the

defences of our Protestant faith, and in preserving
inviolate the privileges which are justly dear to the

people of this country."
The Commission of the Church of Scotland have

adojited strong resolutions, moved by Mr. Hill, upon the

RomisJi invasion; and the Commission of the Free
Church have taken a similar step. The resolutions

were moved by Dr. Candlish, who referred with con-

tempt to the opposition of Tractarians, as meant to

beguile the public ;
but confessed that he has great

apprehensions of a large outbreak of Popery in a circle of

individuals of the highest and most cultivated minds in

Scotland.

An address from the Archbishops of Canterbury and
York and the whole of the sufi'ragan bishops (with the

exception of the bishops of Exeter and St. David's,) on
the subject of the papal aggression, has been presented
to the Queen. The omission of the bishop of Exeter's

name is explained in a correspondence which appeared
in the newspapers. A copy of the address as originally
drawn up having been transmitted to him] by the Arch-

bishop of Canterbury's secretary, he returned it, refusing
to give his name, and objecting to several passages, par-

ticularly the phrases
" insult to your majesty's preroga-

tive," '"'inconsistency with the constitutional laws of the

country," and " defiance of the principles of the consti-

tution
;

"
phrases which concerned the relations between

the queen and her subjects, of which a foreign potentate
could not be supposed to be cognisant; and further,

among other things, demurring to the designation of Her

Majesty as " the i?arthly head of the chm-ch in the king-
dom." The address was revised, and again sent to the

bishop with some alterations ;
but he again declared it

unsatisfactory, and refused to sign it. He drew up a

separate petition from himself, and transmitted it for

presentation, but it was returned to him by the Secre-

tary of State, as being informal.

"The Rev. Mr. Bennett has Resigned his perpetual

curacy of St. Paul's, Knightsbridge, and his ministra-

tion at St. Barnabas, Pinilico. This step followed a long

correspondence with the Bishop ofLondon, which has been

published. It appears from this correspondence that, as far

backasthe beginning of 1847, the bishop's attention was

di-awn to the peculiar observances or " excessive ritual-

ism "
of Mr. Bennett, and these deviations were pointed
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out, with the request that they might be discontinued.

It wouhl seem, however, that the remonstrance pro-
duced no eftect ;

for two years later a parishioner of Mr.
Bennett's wrote to the bishop, comphiining of the forms

which the formei' persisted in adliering to. Later in

the same year (1849) came the consecration of St. Bar-

nabas, and with it not only a repetition, but an augmen-
tation, of the obnoxious practices referred to. The

bishop then became more earnest in hi.s remonstrances,
to which :Mr. Bennett replied by defending his practices
and declaring his intention to persist in them. On the

16th of November the bishop declared the practices in

question to be inconsistent with the duty of a minister of

the English Church, and formally called on Mr. Bennett
to relinquish them. Mr. Bennett having continued to

justify the course he followed, the bishop, on the 27th,
concluded his answer by saying—"

Upon the whole, if

j'ou are not prepared to comply, siiiipliciter and ex

unimo, with the requisition contained in my letter of

the 16th inst., I must call upon you to fulfil your ofler

of retiring from a charge which I deliberately think you
could not in that case continue to hold without great

injury to the church." Mr. Bennett states, in reply to

this, that being unable conscientiously to comply,
" sim-

pliciter and ex aninio," with the bishojj's requisition of

the 16th of November, it follows, he says, that he must
submit to the "

call
" made upon him in that of the 27th,

which, as it involves the continued opinion that he is

guilty of unfaithfulness to the Church of England, he
considers it his duty to submit, and therefore sends in

his resignation of the perpetual curacy of St. Paul's,

Knightsbridge. The bishop closed the correspondence

bj- accepting the reverend gentleman's resignation.
The meetings throughout the country oil the subject

of the Papal Ayr/ression have been so many and so

similar in character, that it would bo useless to enu-
merate them.
The meeting of the County of Surrey was marked by

the appearance of Sir Edward Sugden, who gave his

view of the present state of the law as applicable to the

case. Sir Edward was clear and unhesitating ^
in his

opinion that the "
illegality

" of denying the queen's

supremacy, and of introducing
" bulles

"
into this

Country, remains untouched by the minor Relief Act

passed in 1847, which only repeals certain of the severer

"penalties" enacted by the 13th Elizabeth. Sir

Edward stated, that though he voted for Catholic

Emancipation, with doubt and hesitation, in 1829, he
has never repented of that vote, and would repeat it

to-morrow if occasion called for it.

T'le Roman Catholic Peer Lord Beaumont has been

joined by the hereditary head of his English co-reli-

gionists in a pronouncement against the Ar/gressive

I'eor/janisation of t)ieir Hierarchy. The L)uke of

Norfolk has written the following letter to Lord Beau-

mont, with leave to make what use of it he likes
;
and

the latter has sent a copy from his residence in Ireland

for publication in London :
—

" Arimdel Castle, 2Sth Nov.

"My dear Lord,—I so entirely coincide with the opinions in

yoin- letter to Lord Zetland, that I must write to yon to express

iny agreement with you. I should thiuk that niauy must feel as

we do, that ultramontane opinions are totally incompatible with

allegiance to our sovereign, and with our coustitutiou.
" I remain, my dear Lord, faithfully yours,

" To the Lord Beamnont.'
" Norfolk."

An address has been presented to the Bishop of London,

signed by a large number of Mr. Bennett's congregation,
some parishioners and some non-parishioners, entreating
the bishop to reconsider his decisi(m respecting Mr.

Bennett's offer of Resir/nation. The bishop, in his

answer to the address, stated that he is under the pain-
ful necessity of adhering to that decision.

The Bishop of London has directed the archdeacons

of ^ondon and Middlesex to visit .all the churches and
1 els in which it is alleged that lluiitis/i ceremonies

^j.^, I,j.actised,
and to report to him every case in which

'

.^

' remonies or forms are used not authorised by tlie

rubric
""'" sanctioned by established custom.

St n"'"'^"'^"'^ Church, PimUco, was again opened for

divine s'^'"^''^'^'
°" Sunday the 22nd, the suspending

notice ha'*''"S
^'^'^'^ removed in the course of last week.

Mr. Bennett took no part in the conduct of the service,
which was performed by the Revs. G. E. De Gex and
W. Fyfe. The rites and symbols appear to have
undergone no modification, save that the candles on the
altar remained unlighted after the chanting of the
Litany. Mr. Cowie, of Putney College, preached the
sermon, m which the peculiar views of the Puseyite
party on baptism were advanced.

The Election for the County of Limerick took placeon the 10th, when W. Goold, Esq., was returned in
preference to Captain Dickson and IMr. Ryan. The
last, the Tenant League agitator, was the lowest' on the
poll.

The Cattle Show of the Smithfield Club in Baker
Street, which was opened to the public on the 10th, was
remarkably large and excellent. The first prizes were
generally won by breeders or farmers. The greaternumber of secondary prizes were gained by amateur
noblemen and gentlemen—Prince Albert, th'e Duke of
Richmond, the Duke of WeUington, the Earl of
Warwick, and others. The usual dinner took place on
the 1.3th. The Duke of Richmond presided, and was
supported by a miscellaneous body of members from all
shades of party ; including the Earl of Hardwieke,
Colonel Sibthorp, Mr. J. Villers Shelly, and Mr. Mcchi
The Chairman congratulated the society on the honour
done to them by the Queen and Prince Albert in visiting
the show on Monday; and stated that aftairs are so
prosperous that the prizes can be paid out of yearly
subscriptions without encroachment on capital, and yet a
considerable fund be appropriated for a large extension
of the show next year. The Earl of Hardwieke struck
out an innovating plan of competition, believing that
the present mode of awarding the prizes does not select
and compare the true criteria of excellence. He said,
that it cannot at present be told with certainty how Ion"
the animals have been under feeding, how they were
fed, or what was their real age. The proper method
would be, to take the animals when they are lean, putthem up together, and feed them upon the same food

;and then it will be ascertained by the speed with which
they fatten which animal is of the best blood. He was
prepared to put up his animals under that system,
though he was aware it might be attended with some
difficulties; and he chaUenged all England to compete
with him.
The National Association held a general meetiu"- at

the London Tavern on the 12th. The attendance was
very small. Mr. George Young presided, and Major
Leresford was the sole M.P. present. The tone of all
the speakers was one of very great hostility to landlords.
Mr. \oung stated the society's proijranime to include
now the equahsation of poor-rates, and its imposition on
personal as well as real property, abolition of malt-tax,
non-renewal of income-tax, a just revisal of tithe-com-
mutation, reduction of local rates, and a law to enable
tenants to revoke leases made before 1846. Mr. Youn?
himself declared his belief that " the day of high price's
is over."
» [Parliament has been further Proror/ucd from the 17tli
inst. to the 4th of February, when it will meet for the
despatch of business.

LAW AND CRIME.
The men who committed the Burglary in the house ofMr Ho ford, in the Regent's Park—Dvson, Mitchell,and Mahon—were tried at the Central Criminal Court
on the 30th Nov. Dyson and Mitchell pleaded guilty,and Malum was convicted by the jury. They were
sentenced to transportation fur life.
The magistrates ofCambridge have fined the Reverend

John i<enwick, M.A., a proctor, and his two attendants,
or "

bull-dogs," liobinson and Bonina;, for an A,ssault onEmma Ihompson. While the three defendants were
out at night searching for iin])rnper persons in the
streets, they encountered Emma Thompson, a respect-
able modest girl ; and she was detained for some time,and questioned. When Mr. Tlunnpsou waited on Mr
k cnwick

respecting his behaviour to his daucrhter, the
proctor made some very lame excuses or explanations.
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He was fined 20.s., and his assistants 10s. each, with

costs. But the fines were not paid by the proctor and
his assistants till the form of capturing them had been

gone through. An an-angement was made, by which
the superintendent of police formally arrested them at

the office of Mr. Fenwick's solicitor, and the fines were

paid. This was done to form the basis of an action for

false imprisonment by the University authorities against
those of the town.

Mary Ann Doe, the girl who told two such different

stories respecting the conduct of the Rev. R. A. John-

stone, was brought before the Brentwood magistrates
on the 2nd, on a charge of Perjury. The information

was laid by Superintendent Coulson. The girl's solicitor

objected, that it /vas incompetent for any one but the

person injured, or a Judge of Assize, to lay an informa-

tion of the kind. The bench overruled this objection.
Another objection was about to bo raised, when the

chairman made an inquiry as to the amount of evidence

at present obtained ; and the answer of Mr. Coulson
induced the magistrates to stop the case. The chairman
said^" This case is dismissed, on the ground that there

is insufficient evidence to support the complaint. The
bench have come to this decision with the less reluctance,
in consequence of their confident belief that subornation

of perjury has been committed ;
and they are determined

that the matter shall be fully investigated." Some
difficulty was anticipated in the apprehension of the

girl, and an artifice was adopted to place her in custody.
A man cb'ossed in rustic attire, with a gun in his hand,
was sent into a field at the back of the cottage where
her parents reside. He fired off the gun several times,
and the girl presently came out of the cottage to sec

what he was shooting at. She walked up to him ; and
as soon as she came within reach, the disguised officer

intimated to her that she was a prisoner, and imme-

diately took her to Brentwood.
A. Burglary vith Violence was committed at Frenchan

Common, near Farnham, on', the evening of the 30th

nit. About eight o'clock, Mr. Marshall, who lives with
his sister alone, was aroused by a lo\id knock at his

front-door. On opening, he found a group of seven
men standing round it; and as soon as he presented
himself, one of their number inquired the road to

Guildford. Mr. Marshall was in the act of stepping out

to direct them, when he was suddenly knocked down,
it is supposed by a life-preserver. The men immediately
entered the house ; but they were encountered by Miss

Marshall, who, with great presence of mind, rushed vip

stairs to jirocurc a gun which her brother always kept
loaded, calling out at the same time,

" I '11 fire at them."
The villains caught her upon the staircase, and pre-

senting pistols at her, dragged her to the front-door,
where tliej' pointed out her brother lying in an insensible

state on the ground, and cautioned her to be quiet.

They then ransacked the house of everything of a

valuable character it contained, taking off amongst other

property a number of old guineas. Before leaviug,they
abused Miss Mar.shall in good set terms for not having
more property in the bouse. Mr. Marshall was insensible

for two hours, and has suffered much since.

Mr. Thomas Waters, a gentleman of Bcdminster,
while staying at Wrington in Somerset, made a very
determined attempt to Murder his Wife, in a fit of

delirium. HeJ sharpened a knife, went into his wife's

room, locked the door, and endeavoured to cut her
throat ; slie struggled with him, and they fell on the
floor ;

he there persevered in his efforts, but she held
down her chin on her neck, and so preserved herself

from a mortal wound, till relatives, attracted by her

screams, burst open the door and saved her life. She
was terribly disfigured on the face, and had one of her

fingers cut off. Her husband was removed to an

asylum'; he sank into a state of prostration, and died
after three days of reaction from the intensely excited
state in which he had been.
The Consistory Court gave judgment on the 7th, in

the divorce ease of King v. King, promoted by the
Honourable Robert King, eldest son of Lord Lorton, on
the ground of the adultery of his wife with a French

gentleman called Vicomte de Saint Jean
;
and resisted

by Mrs. King on the grounds of her husb.and's

connivance at her immorality, and of his own adultery

with Madame de Saint Jean and other persons. The
Judge, Dr. Lushington, held that the wife's unfaithful-

ness was proved ;
that the proof of the husband's

connivance failed, but that the husband's own un-
faithfulness was established ;

he therefore dismissed

both parties, and refused to pronounce for a divorce.

At the Liverpool Winter Assizes, on the 9th, William
Threlfall pleaded guilty to Forging a Bill of Exchange
for 1,000/. It was stated forthe prosecution, that the

prisoner had uttered forged bills by wholesale. His

forgery of thirty, for 32,811/., and his guilty knowledge
with respect to a hundred and fifteen others, for

133,000/., coxild be proved. It was said in defence, that

in nearly every instance the bills had been taken up
before they became due—113,801/. in all. Others would
have been met but for the breaking up of his business

by the discovery of the forgeries ;
still his estate would

pay from 12.s. to I5s. in the pound. Morally speaking,
he had no intention to defraud. INIr. Justice Talfourd
said that, morally speaking, as well as legally, he con-

sidered a person who should commit forgery with the

intention of taking up the bill before it was due was

guilty. When the offence was punishable by death,

many persons had been executed who, no doubt, intended
to do what it was said had been the prisoner's intention.

He had no doubt that Dr. Dodd never intended to

defraud Lord Chesterfield when he forged his name. It

was quite impossible that he could adopt a notion that,
in such cases, there was not a moral as well as a legal

guilt. The prisoner was sentenced to be transported
for life.

An action of Libel, at the instance of Captain Aaron

Smith, against Captain Cook, formerly in the Merchant

Service, and now the agent in London of the Scotch

Equitable Association, was tried before the Court of

Queen's Bench on the 9th inst. It arose out ofsome state-

ments made at a public meeting held in January last,

on the subject of piracy in Borneo. Captain Smith

having spoken of circumstances which, from his own
personal knowledge, placed the existence of the alleged

piracy beyond a doubt, was at once accused of having
been one of the very miscreants he denounced, and Mr.
Cobden afterwards stated in the House of Commons
that Capt. Aaron Smith was an ex-pirate. A hostile

correspondence ensued, in which Capt. Smith demanded
satisfaction, which was refused

; and, in the course of

the correspondence, Capt. Cook came forward, and

adopted the fuU responsibility of the charge aft'ecting
Smith by distinctly reiterating it in a letter to the
" Times." This letter was the subject-matter of the

action. It appears that as far back as 1823 Capt. Smith
was formally pvit upon his trial for his share ii. the

capture of two vessels (one being Capt. Cook's), and he
was formally acquitted. In 1829 he was again tried for

supposed complicity in a similar act perpetrated by the

same band. His defence on each occasion was, that he
was a prisoner, completely in the power of the' pirates,
and that he^ acted by compulsion. Capt. Cook was
examined as a witness at the first trial, and was present
at the second, when the jury, after hearing a single
witness for the prosecution, stopped the case. On the

present trial the whole of the former evidence was

recapitulated, and at its close Lord Campbell summed
up. Capt. Smith, ho said, was placed in a situation of

great hardship in this trial, the occurrences with which
he was charged having taken place thirty years ago. It

was tnie that the law did not recognise limitation to

charges of crimes ; but men would not fail to see that

after a certain period a charge could not be brought with-

ovit pressing with undue hardship on the accused, and

especially in a case like this, when the party had already
three times successfully answered it. By this Ubel

Capt. Cook charged Capt. Smith as a pirate and a
j

murderer. Now the question for the jury to consider
j

would be, first, whether there was any evidence at all of '

murder; and secondly, whether he had voluntarily taken |

a part in the piratical transactions. There was no '

evidence either that the pirate captain was dead, or that

Captain Smith took his place. If the jury believed
}

that he had voluntarily joined the pirates, and voluntarily
remained with them, when it was said he might have

escaped, they would find their verdict for the defendant ;

but if the contrary, for the plaintiff; and in this latter
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event, it woixld be for them to say what amount of

damages they considered him entitled to. The jury
retired, and after a short absence returned into court,
and gave a verdict for the plaintiif

—Damages, 10/.

An extraordinary chai'gc of Domestic Cruelty was

investigated at Gxiiklliall police court on the 7th. Mr.

George Sloane, a special pleader in the Temple, was
accused ofhaving starved and maltreated Jane Wilbred,
a young girl in his service, as maid of all work. The
girl's weak and emaciated condition had been observed

by the neighbours, and they had learned from herself that
she was nearly dead from starvation and ill usage. Two
gentlemen, who had chambers adjoining, called on Mr.

Sloane, and insisted on obtaining the custody of the

girl, and with some demur he gave her '\x^. She was
found to be in a dangerous condition, and conveyed to

the Royal Free Hospital. On the above day she was

brought to .Guildhall, a summons having been issued

against Mr. Sloane. The girl's appearance,' as she was
carried into the court in an easy chair, excited groans
and exclamations of horror. She was described by
witnesses] as having been eighteen months ago a comely
girl, plump and healthy. The surgeon of the hospital
thus described her appearance when she was brought
there: "The pulse was scarcely perceptible; the ex-

tremities very cold and livid
;

the respiration feeble
;

and she was almost unable to speak." There was no
disease : the appearances resulted entirel}- from want of

food; and this must have been the case for many
months. There were marks of violence about her neck
and shoulders

; but they had not been inflicted by any-
thing hard, such as a stick, for if that had been used the
bones must have been broken. She could not have
existed in that state many days longer.

"
I have been,"

he said,
" in the constant habit, during the last twenty

years, of seeing cases of extreme distress, in manv of

which the persons have died in a few hours after their

admission into the hospital ;
but I never saw a case at

aU approaching the appearance presented by that girl. I

could not have beheved a person could be so reduced and
live. She was certainly the most perfect living skele-

ton I had ever seen in the course of my life." The
girl herself was then examined.—Placed beside the

alderman, her voice was inaudible to any person but
himself : he questioned her aloud, held his ear close to

her mouth, and catching her replies repeated them
aloud. She stated herself to be going on for eighteen,
and to have been taken from the West Union .Work
house by Mrs. Sloane,

" on the 19th July going on for

two years." She received no wages. At first they
treated her pretty well; but after three months they
took away the clothing from her sleeping-mattress, and
stinted her meals. At last they gave her only

" a little

bit of bread and mustard for breakfast, with cofi'ec and

carraway seeds
"

;
and it was often noon or later before

she got that, though she rose at six. For dinner slie

had a "little bread and broth, with a quantity of

mustard in it."
" The last tixjuc I had meat was about

a month before Mr. Phillimore saw me
;
then I had a

little beef, but not nearly so much as I could eat. It

was generally six or seven o'clock in the evening before

ever I got any dinner, sometimes before and sometimes
after Mr. and Mrs. Sloane dined. I used then to have
for tea a little bread and pepper or mustard ; but they
would not allow me anything to drink with it. I was
not even allowed to take any water. I could not get at

it without Mrs. Sloane seeing me, and she would beat

me if I attempted it." She was often beaten—nearly

evei-y morning, by Mrs. Sloane, for wearing the sleeves

of her sliift on her arms when it was cold. "Once
when Mrs. Sloane had gone out and boiled some meat
for her cat, when the meat was boiled and the cat had
the meat, the water it was boiled in was put in a basin,

and she accused me of drinking a little of the water.

I said I had not, but she beat me very much for it."

The girl then revealed an almost incredible mstance of

obscene cruelty. Mrs. Sloane once ordered her to eat

some of her own excrement, and actually called Mr.
Sloane to aid her while she forced the revolting sub-

stance into the girl's mouth. [The whole of the

persons in court here burst into a yell of indignation :

the officers made no attempt to repress the manifestation,
and Alderman Ilumphery declared that his feelings

would hardly allow him to continue the examination.]
The girl went on to give further details of beatings, and
of the precautions taken to' prevent the participation of

any food not given by the hands of Mrs. Sloane herself.
Alderman Humphery now lound that her voice was
growing inarticulate

; she murmured something in
which the word "

Hospital
" was alone distinguishable.

jNIr. Clarkson (who appeared for Mr. Sloane) rose to
cross-examine her, and asked,

" When did Mr. Sloane
beat you ?

" After a long interval, she whispered,
" Mr.

Sloane" beat me about a month ago"; and then she
seemed to become unconscious. The surgeon found
that sheliad not fainted, but had fallen asleep ; and he
forbade, any further questioning, as impossible to be
borne. Mr. Clarkson, with evident feeling, bowed to
the interdict; but stated his belief that " when the case
came to be further investigated, it would present a
different aspect." Alderman Humphery (with emphasis)—"There shall indeed be another inquiry, and Mrs.
Sloane must also appear to answer this" serious charge."— Mr. Sloane was liberated on bail to the amount
of 400/., for his reappearance next week.
Mr. Sloane appeared again on the 13th, when further

evidence, corroborative !of the above, was taken. Mrs.
Sloane was excused from attendance, having met with
an accident. A witness swore to having seen Mrs.
Sloane beat the girl and drag her by the hair of her head.
Alderman Humphery censured the authorities of the
West London Union for their lukewarmness in not

prosecuting. Mr. Pontifex, the clerk, excused the
officers by reference to difficulties respecting the

expenses : but, after an indignant demonstration from
the Alderman, he took up the case for the Union. Mr.
Clarkson again, out ofhumane consideration for the weak
state of the girl, abstained from any questions ; but
re-stated that Mr. Sloane's friends rely with confidence
on his exculpation in the sequel. The investigation was
continued on the 20th, and particulars even', more dis-

gusting than those already disclosed were elicited. Mr.
Sloane appeared alone. Mrs. Sloane had evaded the
search of the officers, and it appears intends to remain in
concealment till the day of trial at the Old Bailey, when
it is said she will surrender. Mr. Huddlestone appeared
for the West London Union, who now intend to pro-
secute with vigour. He applied, however, for a further

remand, in order to make himself fully master of the
case ;

and intimated that if Mrs. Sloane does not appear
when he shall prosecute the examination in full detail,
he shall oppose the permission of INIr. Sloane to be at

large. Alderman Humphery adjudged that the bail be

increased, and required two sureties for 250/. each, and
the recognizances of Mr. Sloane himself for 500/. Mr.
Sloane, after the examination was adjourned, requested
permission to leave by one of the private entrances to

the court; and, having first sent out the gaoler to

ascertain if the coast was quite clear in Chiu-ch Passage,

peeped round the corner of the door in every du'cction,

and, feeling satisfied that no one saw him, made a

sudden rusli, and at the top of his speed made the best

of his way into Gresham Street, where he was recognised

by a person who had seen him in court during the

proceedings. It was soon i)assed fi-om oue to another,
untU a mob collected round him so dense, that he was

quite unable to escape. Mud was heaped upon him
from all sides, and his ears were greeted with various

shouts :

" Do>ATi with the wi'etch who starved the girl !

"
" Death to the cruel monster '.

" " Give it to him ; show
him no mercy; he had none for Jane Wilbred!

"
and

such-like phrases. In order the more effectually tojpre-
vent his escaping, one of the mob knocked his hat over
liis eyes, and it was not until he was dragged and pulled
about in a very rough manner that he was able to (get

away from them, when he ran towards tlie Post-office,

with the mob in fuU chase after him, yelling and hooting
at his heels at every step, until he fortunately met a

policeman, who took him under his protection, and
hurried liim into a public-house in Gresham Street, where
he remained until a cab was called, and he was got into

it with great dilHculty and conveyed to Ids chambers in

the Temple. On arriving there, however, a fresh sur-

prise>waitcd him, for there were from 500 to 600 persons
collected round the house in Pump Court, anxiously

waiting for Mr. Sloane. The officer who had aceom-
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panied him in the cab then'directed the cabman to drive

along the Strand, but the mob who had followed the

vehicle from Grcsham Street so annoj'ed him by mud
and other missiles, that Mr. Sloane expressed a wish that

the cabman should cross Waterloo Bridge and put him
down at the railway station, and he ultimately escaped
without any serious injury.

Several cases have occurred of workmen being driven
from their employment by Combinations oftheir Fellows.

A labouring cooper complained at the Thames Police

Court, on the 17th, that his trade association had lined

him 10/. for entering a workshop whore steam is em-

ployed, and that they nowjicrsecuted him, and got him
turned out of work to such a degree that he must
starve. The magistrate could only say that the asso-

ciation might be liable to an indictment.

A mill-sawyer was charged at Lambeth Police Office,

on the 14th, with leaving his employment under threats

by fellow-workmen, because the master, Mr. Woods of

Nine Elms, employed men not members of the Sawyers'
Society. The man was engaged to work eleven hours a

day for 24.s. a week
;
but after working' a few hours,

went "
pale and trembling

"
to Mr. Woods, and prayed

to be free, or his society would scratch him off their roll.

The magistrate found that one rule of the society is—
"That if any member of the society shall] introduce
his son into a situation as a saw-sharpener, thereby
depriving another member who is qualified, or o\it of

employment, of taking^the same, he shall be excluded."
This rule would prevent a man from performing his

first natural duty of providing for his own child
;
and it

must be wrong in morals. But it is also in clear con-

travention of the 6th George IV., commonly called Mr.
Hume's Act, which declares,

" That if any person shall,

liy threats, intimidation, or by molesting, in any way
obstruct another, force or endeavour to force any jour-

neyman, workman, or other person hired or employed,
from his work or hire, all such persons so offending are

liable to be sent to the house of correction for three

calendar months." After conversation, Mr. Woods
oflercd the sawyer constant work if he would give up
the society ;

and the sawyer consented to stick by his

master. On that understanding, the magistrate allowed
the summons to stand over for a fortnight.
The persons Charged with the Bobbery on the

premises of Mr. Chapman, jeweller, in the Strand, were
tried at the Central Criminal Court on the 20th.

Clinton, the shop-boy, who admitted the robbers in the

evening after the manager had gone, Shaw and Badock,
the shoemaker's, Clinton's friends, with Gardner and
Bunchcr, two reputed thieves, were tried as principals ;

Jlary Bvmcher and Mary Cheroneau were tried as com-
forters and abettors. Clinton pleaded guilty. The trial

of the others had an unexpected result : Clinton's former

statements, incriminating the others, have been so con-

tradictory, and his whole conduct so untruthful, that

the Crown prosecutors would not put him in the box
as Queen's evidence

;
and the other witnesses failed to

make out a case against the other prisoners, who,
except Clinton, were consequently acquitted. Clinton
was sentenced to be transported for twenty years.
A Melancholy Suicide has been committed by Mr.

Spence, Q.C., the eminent barrister. He was sixty-
three years old, and had for some time been in declining
health, and afflicted with a deep mental despondenc)-.
He became at last possessed by the delusion that he was

dying from an internal disease which his father had
laboured under

;
and his medical attendant was quite

unable to remove the wholly ungrounded impression.
On the 10th, his mind wholly gave wa)', and in the

dead of the night he opened veins in his neck, his

thighs, and his wrists ; and his summoned household
found him at the point of death from loss of blood.

StiU rational, he said—"My sxifferings were greater
than I could bear : you see what a dreadful thing I have
done. I am pleased that I have been punished in this

world, and I hope I shall escape hereafter." By medical
skill his life was preserved till the 19th, when he died
from exhaustion. A coroner's jury, at his house in

Hyde Park Terrace, returned a verdict of " suicide under
the influence of temporary insanity."

Another case has occurred of Bobbery attempted by
means of Strangulation. Mr. Adolphe Dubois, a

dentist in Princes Street, was passing through Norton

Street, near Portland Place, about half-past nine o'clock

on the night of the 18th, when he noticed three men in

a doorway, as if they were there to get out of the rain.

As he was passing, one of them ran down the steps and
rushed against him, at the same time throwing a rope
or gag over his head, which was instantly forced round
his neck, and tightened so as nearly to choke him. Mr.
Dubois endeavoured to give an alarm ;

but the rope
was twisted tighter, a man being at his back, using

something like a lever to effect this compression. He
contrived, however, to call out; upon which the other

two men ran down the steps and held his hands. By
the time he had nearly lost consciousness, he felt the

pressure removed, and then saw the three men running
off by different ways. He called out " Murder! Police!"

and he then noticed that his outside coat was torn, and
that his watch and chain had been taken from him.

In a minute or two afterwards, a man who called

himself William Thompson was brought to him, and he

instantly identified liim as the man who had used the

gag or rope to him. The watch was soon afterwards

produced in a shattered condition, having been found in

an area close to where the prisoner was stopped. He
had marks on his neck from the violence to which he
had been subjected ;

and he suffered a kind of spasm

every five miniites from the same cause. Thompson
was brought before the Worship' Street Police Court,
next day, and remanded on a statement by the police

that they expected to capture his accomplices.
A recent Trial for Murder in France has created

a great sensation" from the atrocity of the circum-

stances. The Abbe Gothland, a priest, and Madame du

Sablon, the wife of a physician at Augouleme, were

placed at the bar on a charge of having wilfully
nmrdcred a woman named Degnisal, who lived with

Gothland as his servant. The corpse of the deceased

had been exhumed upon suspicion, and was found to

contain arsenic
;

in addition to which it was testified

that the deceased had sickened suddenly, and had
suffered from violent vomitings previously to her death.

These facts suggested that she must have come to a

violent end
; suspicion fell upon the prisoners ;

and
evidence was brought to show that Gothland had been

living in adulterous intercourse with Madame du Sablon
;

that this illicit connexion had been discovered by
Degnisal; and that the murder had been devised and

perpetrated by the joint exertions of the pair to remove
this witness of their guilt. Proof was brought that

Gothland, in parishes where he had formerly oiRciated,
had been notoriously inculpated with other married

women, and that Madame du Sablon had maintained
a similar connexion with Gothland's predecessor in the

curacy. Evidence of a less direct kind was also taken

to prove the criminal dispositions of both the accused

parties. On the other hand, it is particularly remark-
able that the defence was made to rest more on the

probability of suicide, than the improbability of adultery
and murder; nor was any testimony offered to the

sanctity or innocence of the priest beyond the simple

evidence, that, with the fate of his predecessor before his

eyes, he had resolved to exercise greater caution in his

intercourse with his female parishioners. The question
of the "

probabilities
" was complicated by an incident so

wholly Prench in character, that it is difficult to attach

to it, according to the English notions, any decided

pvirport. As soon as the accusation had become known
to Dr. du Sablon, the husband of the female prisoner,
he held a long

"
explanation" with his wife, the result

of which was they both shut themselves up in a room
with a little boy their son, kindled some pans of char-

coal, and thus endeavoured to terminate at one stroke

their existence and their difficulties. In the execution

of this resolve they were interrupted, though not until

their purpose had been nearly effected
;
and both the

parties to the trial endeavoured to turn the fact to their

own peculiar benefit. Madame du Sablon insisted that

if her husband had considered her guilty, he would not

have sacrificed his life with her
;

to which the prosecutor

replied with more plausibility, that if he had been

persuaded of her innocence he would not have proposed
suicide at all, or, at any rate, would not have included

his little son in the sacrifice. In the end, after a melo-
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ramatic display protracted through a whole week the

jui-y acquitted the woman, and convicted the priest,
but with a reserve of "

extenuating circumstances
"

in

his favour, and he was condemned to the gallics for life
;

but it is said that he intends to appeal against the

sentence.
An Extraordinary Escape from the Pentonville

prison was made by a convict named George Hacket on
the evening of Sunday the 1st inst. Having lately

escaped from a cell at the Marlborough police court,
and also attempted to escape from Newgate, he was
removed to Pentonville, and placed under the surveil-

lance of the prison officers. After service on the above

evening he was missing, and it was by finding the sheets

of his bed, a rope, and his clothing on the parapet-wall
that his mode of escape was detected. It appears that

he had wrested oft" the spring of the door of his cell,

which he formed into a "jemmy," and concealed about
him a weight and the sheets and rope of his bed, which
he must have wrapped round his body under his clothes.

As soon as he was conducted to his seat in the chapel he
must have slipped down off it on to the flooring, and b}'

the "jemmy" and weight forced out the boarding, thus

enabling him to descend to a small closet beneath. A
window with trifling protection aflbrded him access to

the parapet-wall some few feet below. Gaining it, he

proceeded along to one of the main walls, 50 or 60 feet

long, communicating to the governor's house, on the

north side of the prison. Reaching the end, he must
have got on to the roof of the house, a height of more
than six feet from the wall. He then must have di-

vested himself of the prison clothing, save his trousers

and blue shirt, and with the "jemmy," rope, sheets,
&c. left them on the roof, and by sliding down one of

the gable-end walls got clear of the gaol. The governor
despatched officers to the different police stations with a

full description of his person, and the inspector of pri-
sons instituted an inquiry into the circumstances attend-

ing the convict's flight. Next evening the governor
received by post the following note :

—
" Monday, Dec. 2, 1850.

"
George Hacket presents his compts. to the Governor of

the Model Prison, Pentonville, and begs to apprise him of his

happy escape from the gaol. He is in excellent spirits, and can
assure the Governor that it ivill lie useless for his men to pur.sue
him

;
that he is quite safe, and in a few days intends to proceed

to the continent to recruit his health."

All endeavours to discover and recapture him have been

unavailing.

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT AND
DISASTER.

Two fatal accidents have happened in the Tuimellhir/

Operations now going on under the streets. To divert,

or suppress, the stench of a sewer discharging itself near

the New Houses of Parliament, a sluice-grated sewer

has been in course of excavation at the bottom of

Northumberland Street, Charing Cross, which would

carry the sewage into the Thames below the low-water
mark. On the 16th, there was a spring-tide ;

extra

precautions had been taken to keep out the water, and

they were thought to be sufficient. But while sixteen

persons were employed in the subterranean works, the

river suddenly made a breach through all obstructions,
and flooded the works. The men strove hard for life

;

but two of them, lidward Gorman and William

Gardner, were overwhelmed by the rush of waters, and
drowned. The drowned men have each left widows
and families destitute

;
for whom the contractors,

Messrs. Humphreys and Thrist, declared their intention

to provide. At the inquest held on AVedncsday, it

appeared that the contractors, without consulting the

Sewer officers, for a temporary facility to their works,
made an extra tunnel under "the llegcnt Street sewer,
with a roof of from four to six feet thickness of mud and

earth, resting on timber supports. On Monday morniiig
the men went down to work while a high tide was in

the dock
;
the earthy crown of the tunnel could not bear

the pressure, and the water rushed in. The inquiry
was adjourned till the 23d, when the Jury found the

following Verdict:—"Accidental death by drowning:
and the jury cannot separate without expressing their

opinion that great negligence is attributable to Messrs.

Humphreys and Thrist, and their foremen, Messrs.
Wheeler and Perrott, in" not consulting the engineer
connected with the Victoria sewer."
More disastrous accidents from tlie Explosion of

Engine-boilers have occurred. At Halifax, on the 29th

ult., the boiler of a manufactory exploded while the

people were all at work in the afternoon : the boiler

was the centre one of three
;
above was a part of the

premises occupied by the workers, and this became a

heap of ruins, which the fires of the boilers set in a blaze,
that was with difficulty extinguished. Many were
buried in the rubbish, and it was a long time before the
debris could be cleared away to get at the unfortunate

people. Nine were taken out dead, and others were
found very much hurt. Another explosion subsequently
occurred at Bilston, in Messrs. Baldwin's colliery.

Though very violent, large masses of iron flying to a long
distance and destroying buildings, no one was killed.

The engineer was scalded, but is going on favourably.
The Duff'ryn mine, a new colliery in the valley of

Aberdare, has proved fatal to at least two lives. Fifty-
two persons were down a pit more than five hundred feet

deep, when an explosion shattered the "bratishing"
which lines the shaft, and closed up aU means of escape,
and apparently all means of ventilation. After an hour
or two of painful suspense, a single bucket was got down
the pumping-shaft ;

and by its slow instrumentality all

the poor prisoners were drawn out but three. Two
lifeless bodies were e.xtricated.

In the Morfa pit of Messrs. A'ivian and Son, at

Taibach, Glamorganshire, at least two persons have
been killed, and some thirty wounded, by an explosion.

In the Abergwjdden colliery, Monmouthshire, the

gearing of the lifting apparatus having gotten out of

order, tbc heavy "carriage" ran down the shaft with

frightful rapidity. A man stood beneath ; panic rooted

him to the spot, and he was crushed to death.

Two Collisions on the Eastern Comities Railway took

place during the dense fog in London on the evening of

the 23rd. They both took place at Stratford, near the

Brick Lane goods station. The half-jmst four o'clock

down train to Hertford was standing at the Stratford

station, and on the eve of resuming its joui-ney, when
the Enfield express, which left Bishopsgatc at a quarter
to five, came in fearful contact with it, causing consi-

derable injury to the passengers in the two rear carriages—a first and second class. The train, however, went on,

and ran into the Hertford carriages. The first struck was
a second-class, which was shattered in all directions ;

the

unfortunate occupants, with fractured limbs and con-

tused wounds, falling amongst the fragments. The next

carriage, a first-class, was then driven in, and the escape
of a lady and gentleman, Mr. and Mrs. Head, connected

with the firm "of Charrington and Co., the brewers, who

occupied the coupe, was most surprising. Tljey
were

exposed almost to the full force of the collision. On
being extricated, however, although much shaken and

bruised, their limbs were not found to be fractured.

The density of the fog tended much to the alarm and

confusion, and during the period employed in removing
the injured per.sonsfrom the wreck of the carriages their

cries for aid excited much sensation. At length they
were all extricated, and, apparently, every one who was

seated in the last two carriages was hurt, more or less.

The second collision was of a similar character ;
the

Norwich evening express overtaking the Colchester

parliamentary train, near the Brick Lane goods station,

and running into it. Both trains were overdue—the

Colchester about half an hour, and the Norwich an

hour
;
the fog and slippery state of the rails being the

l)rimary cause. As in the other case, many persons were

hurt, some of them seriously, but no lives were lost.

Investigation, in both cases, will take place.

A Railway Accident occurred on the 23rd on the Leeds

and Sclby line, near the Melford station. A heavily

laden luggage train from Leeds, arriving at a rather

steep ascent, the engine was unable to drag it up, and

it recoiled down the incline, running into another lug-

gage train coming from Leeds on the same line of rails

j

The engine and tender were smashed to pieces, and the
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engineman, the stoker, and another man (employed as a
pointsman) were all killed, or received such injuries as

caused their death the same evenine.

SOCIAL, SANITARY, AND MUNICIPAL
PROGRESS.

Earl Fitzwilliam, when his rent audit took place
last month, announced to his tenants his intention to
make an Equitable Adjustment of their Rents, in accord-
ance with the circumstances of the times. He stated,
that, in consequence of the legislative changes that had
taken place, and their now ascertained efl'ect, he did not
thinlc that the basis on which his rents had been hitherto
fixed would be an equitable basis for the future. When
the last basis was adopted, his private opinion was that
it was a little too high, but it had been settled by others,
on whose judgment he relied. And he was bound to

say that the average prices since that settlement had
justified the adoption of that basis in 1843. For the
future, however, it would certainly be too high, and he
intended, therefore, that his rents should be re-adjusted
on a lower basis. What that would be he could not
then say. He should leave the matter in the hands of
persons competent to adidse him, but the result, he was
convinced, would be a general reduction of rents. This,
of course, would not apply to accommodation land, wliich
derived its value from peculiar circumstances.
At the Town-hall of Windsor, on the 3d, there was a

Distributio7i of Prizes by His Royal Highness Prince
Albert, to labourers and other deserving persons. ;A
list was read over of twenty-one persons who had been
selected from the parishes of New and Old Windsor,
Eton, Clewer, Sunning-hill, and Sunning-dale, as the
most desei-ving to receive rewards for cleanliness and
tidiness in house and person, the best cultivators of

gardens, or allotments, being also persons of sober and
good moral character. Each person was then called up
sepju-ately, and presented by the Prince with a sum of

money varying from 15s. to"30s., and also a card bearing
an inscription recording the fact, on which his name was
WTitten, and to which the Prince added his autograph.
The Magistrates of Surrey, at a large special meeting

on the 2d, adopted the report of their Committee recom-
mending the establishment of a Rural Police in those
portions of the county without the limits of the Metro-
politan Police district. The Committee concluded, after
examinations of persons and documents, that the rural

portion of the county, which contains ninety-six
parishes, should be formed into three Police divisions

;

to be called the Chertsey, Dorking, and Godalniing
divisions. The Chief Constable should reside at

Dorking, as the most central point. The various lock-

up houses should be repaired, and stationhouses erected,
at an estimated cost not exceeding 3000/.

;

" which would
be raised upon the security of the police-rate, and repaid
with interest in twenty yearly instalments." The total

expenditure will be 6284/. 7s., the total savings 2574/. ;

there will be a balance of 3710^. 7s. for the cost
;
and

this balance wUl be so much further reduced when the
proposed force shall have been a short time in operation,
that the expense of maintaining the Police will, it is

believed, be little felt by the rural portion of the county.A Committee is to select a fit person for the important
office of Chief Constable ; and the full Bench will elect
the officer next Epiphany Sessions.

It has been determined by the Court of Directors of
the East India Company that the appointment of
Governor of their Military Seminary at Addiscombe
shall in future be quinquennial—that is, to be vacated
after five years—like the appointments to the Councils
of India and to the General Stafl' and commands of the
Army. This is a measure well calculated to secure

efficiency in the performance of the duties. No oflicer
has yet been selected as successor to Colonel Stannus,
whose death was reported more than a month ago ; but
many very distinguished officers are reported to be
candidates for the situation.
A return of the number of Cotton, Woollen, Worsted,

Flax, and Silk Factories, subject to the Factories Acts

in each county; of the aggregate of steam or water
power by which they are worked ; of the number of
persons employed in them, distinguishing children under
IS from adults, and males from females

; which has
been made under an order issued by the Crown, in com-
pliance with the prayer of an address agreed to by the
House of Commons on the 10th of June" last

; gives the
following general results. Total number of factories for
the difi'erent processes of manufocture in silk, cotton,
woollen, and flax in England and Wales, 3089; working
22,850,010 spindles, and 272,588 power looms, by means
of steam power and water power equal to 91,610 and
18,214 horses respectively. The number of persons em-
ployed, 495,707, of whom 216,464 are males, 279,243
females, 130,259 of the former being above 18, 57,453
between 13 and 18, and 260,378 of the latter above 13
years of age. 19,042 male and 15,113 female children
under 13 years, and 1710 male and 3752 female children
between 11 and 13, are employed in silk throwing mills.
In Scotland the number of factories is 550; spindles,
2,256,403; power looms, 23,811; steam power, 13,857
horses ; water power, 6004 horses

;
childi-en between 11

and 13, in silk throwing mills, 27 males and 164 females
;

children in other factories under 13, 351 males and 578
females

;
males between the ages of 13 and 18, 6982 ;

females above 13, 52,806; males above 18, 14,780; total
number of males, 22,140 ; females, 53,548—grand total,
75.688. In Ireland the number of factories is 91

;

spindles, 532,303; power looms, 2517; steam power,
2646 horses

; water power, 1886 horses ; children under
13 years of age, males 7, females 31 ; males between 13
and 18 years old, 3429

; females above 13, 16,393; males
above.; 18,1 4827; total, males, 8263; females, :16,424—
grand total of persons employed in factories in' Ireland,
24,687. Total for the United Kingdom : factories, 4330 ;

spindles, 25,638,716; power looms, 298,916; steam
power equal to 108,113, and water power to 26,104
horses

; cliildren between the ages of 11 and 13 in the
silk throwing mills, 1737 males, and 3916 females;
children under 13 in otlier factories who attend the

schools, 19,400 males, and 15,722 females
; males be-

tween 13 and 18, 67,864; males above 18, 157,866;
females above 13, 329,577; total, males, 246,867; females,
349,215—grand total, 596,082. These returns show the
great seats of the various manufactures in England to be
Lancaster for cotton, York for wool and flax, and
Chester for silk. In Ireland, Waterford for cotton,
Cork for wool, Dublin for worsted, and Antrim for flax.
In Scotland, Lanark for cotton and silk, Clackmannan
and Stirling for wool, and Forfar for flax.

The fifth annual Report of the Commissioners of
Lunacy, now issued, gives the following summary of
the number and classes of insane persons confined in

asylums, hospitals, and licensed houses on the 1st of

January last :
—Asylums ; private patients, males 120,

females 112
; paupers, males 3150, females 3758, total

7140. Hospitals : private patients, males 412, females
453

; paupers, males 175, females 168, total 1208. Metro-
politan licensed houses : private patients, males 574,
females 546; paupers, males 737, females 1038, total
2945. Provincial licensed houses : private patients,
males 800, females 757; paupers, males 1106, females
1123, total 3786. Grand total of sexes and classes

15,079 ; of this number 238 have been found lunatic by
inquisition, 264 are criminals, and 1036 are chargeable
to counties or boroughs.
The Electric telegraph now gives notice of the

Approach of Storms. This property of the invention has
been discovered in America. The telegraph at Chiago
and Toledo makes ship-masters at Cleveland and Buffalo,
and also on Lake Ontario, aware of the approach of the
north-west storm. The result is practically of great
importance. A hurricane storm traverses tne atmo-
sphere at the rate of a carrier pigeon, namely sixty miles,
an hour. A vessel in the port of New York, about to
sail for New Orleans, may be telegraphed 20 hoiirs in

advance, that a south west-storm is advancing on the coast
from the Gulf of Mexico. In Great Britain and Ireland
the advantages to the shipping interest by the announce-
ment of approaching storms, would be incalculable, by pre-
venting them leaving safe harbours until after they had
passed, or by signals on various parts of the coast,

directing them to "take shelter at the nearest port.
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PERSONAL NARRATIVE.
Ox the evening of the 12th, the Queen gave the first ofa series oi Dramatic Entertainments at Windsor Castieunder the direction of Mr. Charles Kean. The plavwas the First Part of King Henry the Fourth. The
veteran Lartley, after a long retirement from the stan-e
re-appeared in tlie character of Falstaff

° '

Viscount Ponsonhy has Keugncd the Emhassii at
Itenna, and Mr. Magenis will continue to adt as
Charge d Affaires until the arrival of his Lordship's
successor. -^

nf Tli^^l'""'''''??, ^^°''^^ Jerningham, now Secretary
rCr^ ^^Y^'^y

'''t Constantinople, is appointed Secretary01 the Embassy at Paris.
^

hJ^^l ^'/''"l

of Deputy Ranger of Windsor Park, vacant
bj the death of Sir Tliomas Fremantle, has been con-
ferred on Captain F. H Seymour, one of the Equerriesin W aitmg to Prince Albert.
The Kev K J. Butler, M.A., of Brasenose College,

Oxiord, and Chaplain to the Lord High Commissioner

ri,,!, 1 .'S'' '^'""^f'
'''"^ received into the CatholicChurch at Rome on the 23rd of November last. This

gentleman
was formerlyWarden of the House of Charitym Rose Street, Soho.

rJ'^^ ^"^^i^ l^"""^^^ ^^°^«' Vice-chancellor, has been

tftn r ?.
*^

^'^'=*»'^
°f ^^^ United: Kingdom, by the

of Noifork™''
^''^'^^''°'^^' "f Cranworth, in the county

qJ^^; -^"fPji
^^"™e having visited Southampton on the

Southampton and about four hundred citizens bf thetown gave him a public entertainment. It was remarked

solrlvnf- tf p""i-'' ,°^i
*e veteran economist were not

solclj of the Radical class, but included a good sprinkHu?of frugal Conservatives. Mr. Hume made a speech ot"

encouragements, founded on the reminiscences of his
long political experience ;

a marked feature of whichwas Ins declaration :of opinion that Lord John Russell

^
ould willingly be a more liberal minister if supportedby a more bbcral house of commons.
Pensions on the Civil List of 100/. a-vear each have

been granted to George Petrie, Esq., "LL.D., and to
J. Kitto Esq., M.D. Mr. Petrie is a member of the
PLOval Hibernian Academy of Arts, and Vice-President
ol the Royal Irish Academy of Sciences. He is author
of the weU-known treatise on the "Round Towers of
Ireland, and of many other antiquarian works Dr
Jvitto has been deaf and dumb from an accident when a
boy, m spite of which difficulties he travelled through
many lands m connection with the Missionary SociefyWith ins physical failings he has done much for the
cause of bibhcal literature, and is the author of many
works, such as the "Pictorial Bible," "History- o"f
1 alestmo,

' "
Cyclopaedia of Biblical Literature," &cihe committee of subscribers to the monument to the

memory of the late Lord JejTrexj have decided that the
memorial shall be a work of sculpture. The subscrip-tions in the hands of the committee amount to 2200/
a sum which, it is hoped, will suffice to defray the cost
of the statue, and to leave enough besides for the erection
of a slight monument over the grave in the Dean
Cemetery, at Edinburgh. The statue will probably be
placed ill the Outer Parliament House.
At a Sheriff's Sale at Derrynane some time since, the

whole of the splendid furniture and other household
goods were sold for the sum of 364/. 3s. Sf/., and were
bought in by the National Bank Tof Ireland. The
purchase has been impeached as fraudulent, and on
application to the court, an issue has been granted to
ti-y the tact by a jury. The prices at which the National
Bank bought the furniture may be imagined from the
fact, that the entire furniture, &c., of th'^e

"
Liberator's

Room," state bed, &c., sold for 3/. 8.9. 6r/.A young lady has Escaped from ihe Co)ivent at Ban-
bury. She was known there as sister Antonia; her
"worldly name" is unknown, but she is understood to
be very highly connected. The local newspaper gives
the followinsj particulars :—" Her dissatisfaction witli a
conventual life was first made known out of the liouse
by letters, which she contrived to have conveyed by
children in the .school, to parties of the Protestant faith

Obituani ai fiatiMt ^DcrsoniS.

Colonel li. j\I. Joiixsox, Vice-rresidcnt of tlie Republic under
the Van liiiriu administration, died on the 19th ult., at his
residence in Kentucky state, in the 70th year of his age.

Lieutenant Lobuier, one of the senior military knights,
died at Windsor on the 25th ult. He entered the army in 1S05,and serv-ed in the Peninsula, at Walcheren, and at the siege of
Flushing, lie was severely wounded at Conmna and Flushing,and had received the war medal and clasp for C'ornnna.

Sir Wii.r.T.vM 'WiivMPEn, M.D., died on the 28th ult. at Dover,
aged 6.5 years. He sei-ved in the Coldstivam (iuards as Surgeon,
throughout the Peninsular war, and was present at Waterloo.
He h.ad reeeived the war medal with five clasps. In 1825 J >r.

Whyraper hecanie Suigeou-Major of the Coldstream Guards,
and in ISiG lie retired on half-pay. He was in 1S32 knighted
by the late king.

Mr. K. GiLi-ii.i.AN, well knorni as the author of several beauti-
ful songs in the Scottish dialect, died suddenly on the 4th inst.
from a fit of njioplexy, with which he was seized while in
attendance at Ids office as Collector for the Commissioners of
Police in Lcith.

General The Hon. Sir Wit.i.iaji T,u>n.r.v. G.C'.B., died on the
l.'ith inst., aged 82 years. He was .son of the fourth Earl of
Scarborough. At the age of eighteen he entered the cavalry
service, in 1787, as a comet in tlic 10th Dragoons, and served in

in Banbury. An English New Testament, which bv
chance came into her possession, disturbed the opinionsin which she had been educated

;
she determined on

getting away from St, John's, and resolved to do so
oarlyon Monday morning, and again on Tuesday
morning ; but at the moment of the contemplated escapeher lieart failed her. Shortly after nine o'clock, the
school hour, on Tuesday, while the other inmates were
engaged, she took an opportunity of getting awayunobserved

; and, for some reason, instead of <»oin"- to
the parties in Banbury, with whom she had been in
communication, and who had offered her shelter set off
on the road for O.xford, At Adderbury, three mile«
from Banbury, she became tired and inquired for a
Protestant minister

;
she was taken to the house of the

Rev. Mr. Crickett, an Independent minister, where
she was kindly received, both by Mr. and Mrs. Crickett,with whom she was remaining yesterday. She has been
supphed with clothing, and the garments peculiar to the
sisterhood, in which she went away, have been retui-ncd
to the convent. Before she left St, John's, we believe
an application was made by the parties \vith whom she
had been in communication, to a neighbouring masis-
trate, for his aid to remove her; and he wrote on the
subject to Sir George Grey, the Secretary of State

; but
she did not wait for their interference, but took an
opportunity of acting alone, as we have described."
The Will of the late King of the French has been

proved at Doctors' Commons, The personal property is
sworn at under 100,000/. The wiU is dated at Claremont,
October 10, 18-48, and is very concise. He bequeaths
his house and gardens at Palermo to Queen Marie
Amelie for ever. He gives all his property in England
and America to the Queen, for her life, with revereion
to her children, subject to such provisions as her Majesty
may make in her Hfe-timc, and in the case of any
informal or incomplete bequest of it by the Queen, it
is to be divided into nine shares. Two of these
shares go to the Due do Nemours, and one to the Comte
de Paris and the Due dc Chartres—to be held by them
as joint tenants—that is to say, to be divided b"et^veen
them. The remaining shares"are divided, one each to
Louise, Queen of the Belgians, the Prince de Joinville
the Due d'Aumale, the Duchess de Saxe Coburg Gotha,'
the Due de Montpensier, and PhUip Alexandre (a grand-
son), Due de Wurtemberg. The ex-monarch bequeaths
all his money in the house at Claremont, and in the
bank, at his death, to his Queen, subject only to the
payment of his just debts and funeral expenses. The
Queen is appointed executrix of this nill during her life-
time ; and after her decease, Mr. W. E. Marforibanks
Sir E. Antrobus, Bart., Mr. W. M. Coulthurst, Mr. e!
Marjoribauks, jun., and Mr. J. Parkinson, of Lincoln's-
Inn Fields, are to act as trustees. The dispositions of his

property in France are not proved in England.
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Ireland during the rebellion of 1798, in Egypt, South America,
and the Peninsula. The colonelcy of the First Dragoon Guards
is vacant by his death.
Admiral Payne died of apoplexy on the 9th inst. He was

hunting, when he fell from his horse in a fit, and died in a few
minutes. He was between 70 and 80 years of age, and, on
account of the tendency which he had exhibited for such attacks,
bad been warned by his medical attendants to avoid the excite-
ment of the chase.
Mrs. Bell Martin died recently at New York, after a short

illness, within ten days of her arrival in the United States.

She was, previous to her marriage, Miss Martin, of Gahvay,

and her husband took the family name when she married. Her
estates were the largest in Ireland, her tenantry amounting to

twenty thousand, and her lands extending over two hundred
thousand acres

;
but the property on her succeeding to it was so

heavily mortgaged that she was obliged to relinquish all, and
trust to her literary talents for her support' It was with this

object she went with her husband to tlie United States. A
premature confinement was the immediate cause of the illuesa

which terminated in her death. Mrs. Bell Martin was a large
contributor to the "

Encyclop^die des Gens du Monde." She
was the author of "

St. Etienne," a tale of the Vendean war, and
of " Julia Howard," a novel recently published.

COLONIES AND DEPENDENCIES.
-— —

^PHE principal and most uuliappy feature of the mouth's Colonial news, is the almost utter desolation of
-*- the southern shores of the island of Jamaica by the scourge of cholera. Its ravages began with the

opening of October ; and, when the last accounts left, in the middle of November, had not perceptibly
abated. The chief mortality had been at Port Eoyal, Spanish Town, and Kingston. The deatlis in

the latter place (a town of forty thousand inhabitants, of which nme-tenths are Negro) averaged a hundred
and fifty a-day, and on some days greatly exceeded two hundred. Kesources had failed both for the dead and

living ;
neither doctors nor medicines were procurable ;

it was impossible to supply coffins in any proportion
to the demand ; and crowds of dead bodies, carried in carted heaps to the graveyards, and exposed for want
of hands to bury them, lay poisoning the panic-stricken survivors, till at last flung into trenches opened by
convicts and soldiers. The accounts read like pages torn out of De Foe's History of the Plague ;

and it

is well worthy of note that the previous condition of the island confirms all that has been lately ascertained

of the sanitary laws that govern the disease, and the causes that contribute to its viruleuce. It is another
lesson for ourselves,

—with none of our metropolitan graveyards yet closed by the Extra-mmvil Act ! with

even some re-opened that were shut in sheer fright at the cholera last summer ! and with the imminent

prospect before us of enormous additions to our London population without apx^roach to anj- means of

accommodation at all adequate to the increase !

The last Overland Mail from Bombay brings no

political intelligence of interest. Tlic greatest tranquil-

litj- prevails in India. The Governor-General was

preparing to proceed to Lahore and the Peshawur fron-

tier. Tlie Nepaulese Ambassador arrived at Bombay on
the Gth ult. from Suez. The Ninirod government iron

steamer has been wrecked. The late rumour of the

Afi'reedces having made a descent upon the salt-mines of

the Kohat frontier remained without confirmation.

Piracies were of frequent occurrence in the waters of the

Indian Archipelago; Java is tranquil. The Chinese on
the Western coast of Borneo have discontinued their

resistance against the Dutch. At Hong Kong the fever

has dccUucd among the troops. Tlie gangs of Chinese
robbers in tlie province of Kwangse are gradually dis-

persing. A fearful occurrence took place at Macao on
the 29th Oct., when the Portuguese frigate the Donna
Maria blew up, and officers and men, about 200 in

number, perished, with the exception of one officer and
fifteen men.

The accounts from Jamaica are to the 1st instant. The

ravages of the cholera have rendered the island a scene

of desolation. On the 7th of October last, Mr. AVatson,
the surgeon of the naval hospital in Port Iloyal, an-

nounced that Asiatic cholera of a malignant type had
made its appearance in that to\\'n. The inhabitants were
at first incredulous, but facts soon convinced them of

the truth, and plans were devised to stay the plague. A
cholera hospital was established, aud some of the sur-

geons of the fleet were sent ashore to assist. Government
medical stores were distributed freely, but it was soon

found that both the quantity of medical stores, and the

nimibcr of medical men, were totally inadequate to the

frightful extent of illness aud suffering that prevailed.

Upwards of 5000 persons have died in Kingston and

Spanish Town alone. Numbers were so panic-stricken,
that they would not apply for assistance, and no one
knows that they have been iU and died. Some were
found dead in cellars, where they had been lying dead
for days. One of the most distressing things is the

number of orphans, both black and white children, and
then- condition and future provision are now occupying
the serious attention of the Jamaica authorities. Hun-
dreds of children of tender age are left utterly destitute ;

for fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters have been

swept away by the pestilence. They are to be seen in

houses, forlorn and helpless. Infants are found lying on

the floor, forsaken by friends and relatives, for they are

sleeping in death, and these innocents are kept from

perishing by the visits of the benevolent. The dread of

cholera seems to have destroyed the social afiections.

Some of the poor blacks have been found to place their

dead relatives before the doors of their neighbours, to

avoid the infection, or because they,were imable to pay
the expense of burial. It was urgently suggested that

trenches should be dug, and that corpses should be

buried without coffins, in order that the expense of the

latter should be saved, and go towards providing an

orphan fund. On the 23rd the 'cholera abated in Spanish

Town, Port Roy;d, and Kingston, but broke out in other

places. On this day Dr. Macfayden, an eminent phy-
sician, died. As there was not above one medical man
to 5000 persons in Jamaica, and as four medical men had

already fallen victims to their unremitting exertions in

the cause of suffering humanity, it may easily be

imagined how iU he could be spared. ,

From Canada we learn that there is a rumour that

the seat of government is about to be removed 500 miles

down the St. Lawrence in June or July next.

A Temperance Meeting at St. Hyacinthe, Lower

Canada, recently excited the people so much against

drunkenness, ;that a mob collected, proceeded to a

building occupied as a brewery and distillery, owned by
Mr. Phillips, of Laprairie, and entirely demolished it,

smashing everything they could lay their hands on.

Similar ourages were committed at a neighbouring
tavern, and further mischief was threatened.

The Sydney journals contain reports of a great public

meeting on the 12th of August, to consider Governor

Fitzroy's despatch to the Colonial Office on the meetings
in June last, on the subject of transportation. The

following chief resolution was carried unanimously
—

" That this meeting having had under its consideration

a despatch from his excellency Sir Charles A. Fitzroy,
dated 30th June 1819, transmitting to Earl Grey the

great protest of the inhabitants of Sydney, in pubhc
meetings assembled, against the renewal of transpor-

tation, hereby declares,"that in that despatch his Excel-
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lency has, in a case of the utmost importance to the
general weliare of this colony, grossly misrepresented a
scries of facts of public notoriety, traduced the character
of a large majority of the colonists of all classes and in
all parts of the territory, and betrayed the interests of
the colony into the hands of its enemies."
The papers also contain reports of the great debate in

the Legislative Council, which ended on the 21st of
August, on Dr. Lang's own motion inviting inquiry
into the charges preferred against him by the Secretary
of State for the Colonies. The Council unanimously
resolved, that there were " foundations for the charges,"
and particularly for the one which accused Dr. Lang of

pledging the duplicates of land-orders representing land
of which he was only the trustee—the said pledging" was a fraud upon his cestui que trusts, and highly
discreditable."

The Ilobart Town papers describe, wliat some of them
declare to have been, an attempt to escape to California

by Mr. Smith O'Brien. So far as they agree, they state
that a rowing-boat approached a sandv cove

; that Mr.
O'Brien ran up to his waist to get to it

; that a soldier
rushed and knocked a hole in the bottom of the boat

with his gun, and so took possession of Mr. O'Brien
and the men. But the different accounts are at variance
with each other; and it seems agreed by all that the
Government has made no difference in the treatment of
Mr. O'Brien.

PROGRESS OF EMIGRATION AND COLONISATION.
A meeting of the Colonist Society was held at the

rooms of the Canterbury Association on the 4th inst., to

promote arrangements for the simultaneous departure
of the next or main body of the Canterbury colonists.

Captain Simeon presided and gave the necessary expia-
tions. 'The main body of the substantial colonists will
sail the first week in ne,\t June in a fleet of ships ;

but
in the mean time there will be no intermission of the

arrangements for pouring out a constant stream of

labouring emigrants. The Rev. Dr. Rowley, who is

going out to the colony as "head of the chapter," read
a correspondence between the society and the associ-
ation on the subject of the coming departure, and also
on a proposal to give the colonists some additional
facilities in dealing with the grants of land which they
buy iu this country.

MEMTIVE OF FOEEIGN EVENTS.——
pENDIXG the new "Congress of Vienna" which is about to be held under the name of the "Conferences

_

of Dresden," the interest of Continental politics is almost wholly suspended. France is so marvellously
quiet, that there is nothing better worth mention than the fact of M. de Montalembert's introduction of a
bill against the desecration of the Sabbath, founded doubtless on the principle which he naively expressed
in his report, namely, that though tlie State is not strong enough to govern the Church, the Church is

abundantly so to govern the State. And Prince Schwarzenberg has found himself with so little to do, that
he has been publishing his correspondence with Lord Palmerston in the matter of hangman Haynau's
mustachios, and the damage they received at Messrs. Barclay and Perkins's brewery. From these
documents it would seem that, because the English Government I'efused to institute any inquiry into the
details of this alleged outrage other than by the usual forms and processes of English law, the Austrian
Government "reserves to itself the right to consider, in a similar case, whether it should or should not act

reciprocally towards a British subject in Austria." We transcribe the wanxing, for the benefit of British

tourists, especially such as may not think Hayuau a hero.

The anniversar)- of the election of the President of
the French Republic, the 10th instant, was celebrated
in Paris by a splendid fete. The Prefect of the Seine
was the nominal host ; and besides the chief guest, there
were gathered round him, in the Hotel de Ville, minis-

ters, ambassadors, and distinguished politicians, nearly
two hundred. The programme prescribed the single
toast " To the President of the Republic," and relied on
a calculated spontaneity for the President's complimen-
tary return of a toast " To the City of Paris."

M. Berger, the Prefect of the Seine, in proposing the

toast, congratulated his hearers on the fact that now
the noise alone of its fetes interrupts the laborious calm
of the Hotel de Ville ; and then ascribed it to the
President Napoleon's efforts and devotedness, tliat

citizens wore at length permitted to set aside all the

interests of politics and speak of the interests of Paris

only. The President replied in a dexterous speech
which was well received. One passage in it, however,
gave rise to much comment: "To tell me," he said,
" that France has beheld her prosperity increase during
the last two j-ears, is to address to me the eulogium
which touches me the most. At present I am happy to

be able to admit that calm has returned to men's minds
;

that the dangers which existed two years back have

disappeared ;
and that, notwithstanding the uncertainty

of matters, a future is reckoned on, because it is felt

that //' modijications are to take place, they will be

accomplished without trouble." After the banquet, the

magnificent salons of the Hotel de Ville, which are

unique in Europe, were thrown open to between five

and six thousand guests. Bands of music were stationed

in the Salle des Fetes, the Salle du Trune, and the great
ball-room

;
and the dancing was kept up with great

spirit till four o'clock in the morning.
General Schramm, the Minister of War, lias demanded

an extraordinarj' credit of 3,218,501 francs, for the

expenses during the first six months of 18-51 of the

army of occupation iu Rome. He stated, that it was
impossible as yet to predict the precise moment when
the presence of the French troops may be dispensed
with.
A Bill has been introduced into the Assembly by

M. de Montalembert, for the better observance of the
Sabbath.
A Bill introduced into the National Assembly by the

Minister of War, for an extraordinary ci'cdit of eight
millions and a half of francs to meet the expenses of the

levy of 40,000 men which is to compose the army of
reserve on the north-eastern frontier of France, was
referred to a committee, who made a report, drawn up
by M. Eemusat, proposing that the Bill should be

adopted, but at the same time proposing that the

Assembly shall adojjt a resolution declaring its convic-

tions that in the questions which divide Germany at

this moment, the policy of neutrality, such as is expressed
and defined in the Message of the President of the

Republic, is the only poliej- suitable to France. On
the report iK'ing made to the Assembly, the proposition
was adopted without any debate.

The affairs of Gcrmanij\\a.\-c been greatly tranquilliscd

by a convention concluded at Olmutz on the 29th of

November, between the ministers of Austria and Prussia.

It was agreed that the Prussian troops should co-operate
with the Federal armies for the restoration of the

electoral authorityinHes.se; that a Prussian commis-
sioner should proceed with a Federal commissioner to

the Duchy of Holstein to summon the insurgents to

lay down their arms
;
and that in the event of refusal,

a body of Prussian troops would join >vith the Federal

forces in the necessary coercive measures. The question
of the internal constitution of Germany was reserved for

the Free Conferences of Dresden, which commenced on
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the 23rd inst. This convention was ratified by the

King of Prussia on the 1st inst., and about the same

day by the Imperial Government. Advices from Berlin,
of the 10th inst., state that the reduction of tho army
has been decreed. The Prussian troops were still in the

positions of Hersfeld. The Austrian forces continued
to advance, having occupied Marburg, where they com-
mand the railroad from Frankfort to Cassel. General
Von der Horst had been appointed Commander in Chief
of the Holstein army, vice Williseu, who has resigned.
Herr von Manteuffel, who has been appointed the
Prussian Minister for foreign affairs, has left Berlin to

attend the Dresden conference. It is not known what
are his plans, nor what arrangement respecting the
futxire was come to at Olmutz between him and Schwar-
zenl erg, the Austrian Minister ; but it has been asserted

in \ ienna that the admission of the whole of the Austrian

provinces into the confederation will not be proposed,
but merely a sufficient portion to equalise the power of

Austria to that of Prussia
;
and the province of Galicia

is mentioned for this purpose. The incorporation of

Posen, and Prussian Poland, in 18-18, increased the
extent of Prussian territories within the confederation,
and therefore, it is believed, Austria will demand a

corresponding increase of her German territories. The
commercial relations of Germany will probably form
one of the topics [of discussion, and it is expected that
Austria will propose the same plans for a commercial

system which she put forth last year. It is even stated

that a provisional arrangement will be proposed which
is to last until 1856, when the definitive arrangements
are to come into existence.

The Sardinian Chambers were opened by the King
in person on the 23rd of November. The follo'(ving

passage of his' speech, referring to the diflerences with
the Holy See, was greatly applauded by the Chambers
and the people :

—" The efforts of my government have
not succeeded hitherto in overcoming the difficulties

which have arisen with the Court of Rome, in conse-

quence of certain laws which the powers of the state

could not refuse to introduce in the new political and
legal organisation of the country. The rule of our
conduct has constantly been the respect we all profess
for the Holy See, in conjunction with a firm resolution
to uphold the independence of our legislation. Faithful
to our duties, and persevering in the exercise of our

rights, we hope that time and the happy influence of

religion and civilisation will enable us to establish that

harmony which is one of the first wants of the social

state."

The Senate "of Piedmont, in its sitting of the I6th,

passed the bill abolishing the laws on primogenitiure, by
a majority of 34 votes to 49.

The most remarkable news from Spain is that M.
Bravo Murillo, the Minister of Finance, has resigned his

office in consequence of a difference with the Minister of

War, relating to reductions in the expenditure of his

department.—The municipality of Seville has decided
that the portrait of Cardinal Wiseman should be placed
in the hall of the chapter, as being one of the most
illustrious sons of the capital of Andalusia.

Accounts from Aleppo state that a dreadful chastise-

ment has been inflicted on the rebels who were the per-
petrators of the massacre of the Christians, which we
recorded last month. On the evening of the 7th ult.,
Kerim Pasha invited the principal chiefs of the insurgents
to come to him. They accepted his invitation, persuaded
that the fear of fresh disturbances would make them
respected. Kerim Pasha had them placed tmder arrest.

The insurgents, finding their chiefs did not return,
rushed to arms, to the number of about 10,000, and
insolently demanded their liberation. The Ottoman
General replied by charging them at the head of 4000

Imperial troops, whom he had assembled in the inside
of some barracks. The combat was desperate, and lasted
more than twenty-four hours. Three Mussulman
qtiarters of the city, which were the seat of the revolt,
have been almost entirely destroyed; 1800 of the rebels
fell in the struggle, and the remainder, with the in-

habitants of the above quarters, have fied from Aleppo,
the Turkish cavab-y pursuing them. Not a single
Christian fell in this terrible aflair. All the property"of
the rebels will be devoted by the authorities to indemnify
the Christians for their losses on the 14th and 1.5th of

October, and to rebuild the three churches which were
burnt.

The Message of the President of the United States to

Congress, on the commencement ofthe session, was pre-
sented on the 3rd inst. It is a temperate document, and
appears to have given general satisfaction. Its tone
with reference to the foreign relations of the United
States is decidedly pacific. With respect to the new
territories, he urges a prompt adjudication on the
Mexican laud titles in California, and presses for the
extension of the land laws to Utah and Ncav Mexico.
He recommends that the gold lands should be sold in
small quantities, and that a branch mint should without
loss of time be established in California. He also calls

attention to the necessity that exists for organising one
or more regiments of mounted men for the protection of
the frontiers of New Mexico, and to help to repress the

predatory Indians. The message contains important
suggestions respecting the revision of the republic's
naval code, rendered necessary by the recent abolition
of flogging ;

the estabhshment of lighthouses and im-

provement of harbours
;
and the appointment of a tri-

bunal to adjudicate all claims upon government. Not
less interesting is the president's recommendation that
an uniform rate of postage, of three cents for prepaid
letters and five cents for unpaid letters, should be

adopted, whatever the distance that they are conveyed.
The most unsatisfactory parts of the message are those
which relate to customs duties and to the Fugitive
Slave Bill. Respecting the former, Mr. Fillmore's views
are decidedly protectionist. He is of opinion that the
federal revenue should be raised mainly by import
duties

; that these duties should be as far as possible
specific, ad valorem rates when unavoidable being esti-

mated on the home instead of the foreign valuation
;

and that those rates should be so levied as to benefit

incidentally home industry by shielding it from destruc-
tive foreign competition. On the subject of slaveiy, the

president takes his stand on the Fugitive Slave Act, the

principle and policy of which, in every particular, he

strenuously defends.
Since the meeting of Congress, no business of "im-

portance has been transacted in either house. With
respect to the revenue and expenditure of the Union,
it is stated, that the receipts for the last year into the
United States Treasui-y were 47,421,748 dollars;—ex-

penditure, 43,002,168 dollars
;
and that the public debt

has been reduced 495,276 dolars.

Mr. George Thompson, the Member for the Tower
Hamlets, attempted to deliver an anti-slavery lecture at

Boston, on the 14th of November, but was not allowed a

hearing. He was attended on the platform by William
Garrison, Frederick Douglas, and other representatives
of the anti-slavery party. The assembly determined
to drown the voices of the orators : they began with

groaning and hissing; then they cheered for "the Union,"
" Daniel Webster,"

" old Briggs," and "
Jenny Lind ;"

they groaned for
" John Bull

;

"
a ring was formed on the

floor, and one or two commenced dancing ;
the gas was

turned do^\^l, and the proceedings terminated with the
canticle "We won't go home till morning," in general
chorus.
The existence of a third ring around Saturn, which

has been some time suspected, has been positively ascer-

tained by the astronomers at Cambridge, Massachusetts.
It is interior to the two others, and, therefore, at less

distance from the planet.
Submarine electric telegraph wires have been laid down

on the bed of the Hudson, above Fort Lee, so as to give
a free communication with the south and west.

A temperance demonstration on a large scale was
held at the Tabernacle, New York, on the 18th of

November
;
1700 dollars were collected, including 250

dollars from P. T. Bamum. Life memberships of the

society were bestowed on Mdlle. Jenny Lind, President

Fillmore, Hon. Henry Clay, Hon. Mr. Clayton, General

Cass, Hon. W. H. Seward, Governor Hunt, &c., &c.
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According to the report of the chief of the police in
New York, there were more than 10,000 persons
aiTested for misdemeanours and felonies in that city

during the past three months, where there are also 4267
licensed drinking-houses, and 718 unlicensed ditto !

There are at present seventeen lines of submarine
telegraph at work in the United States under the

Hudson, Harlem, Connecticut, and Delaware rivers.

The number of immigrants who arrived in New York
during the month of October, amounted to upwards of

36,000.
At Queensborough, North Carolina, a man named

M'Bride was lately sentenced to receive twenty lashes
and to be exposed in the pillory

—because he was an
abolitionist.

Near Victoria, Texas, the Indians have committed
several murders of late, and carried off two daughters of
Mr. Thomas, who were fearfully outraged, and after-

wards found nearly dead in the woods.
An instance of summaiy justice by Lynch Lato has

taken place at Georgetown, in California. A man,
named Devine, had taken to gambling, and as he was
in the habit of losing his money, his wife hid all that
came into her possession. One day, having lost all his

money, he demanded the money she had hid. She
refused to deliver it if he intended to use it in gambling,
whereupon Devine threatened to kill her. As he seized
his gun, she blew out the candle and fled into another
room. He, however, discharged it at her. The contents

passed through the door, and kiUed her. An enraged
crowd, several hundred strong, assembled forthwith, set

Devine on a horse, and rode him off to a tree. Here
they made him kneel upon the horse's back, put the

rope around his neck, and cb'ove the horse oft', leaving
him hanging from the branch ofthe tree.

A terrible steamboat disaster occurred at San Fran-
cisco on the 29th of October, by which a number of
lives were destroyed, variously estimated at from
seventy-five to a hundi'ed. This was caused by the

explosion of the boiler of the steamer Sagamore, which
took place just as she was leaving her wharf for Stockton.
A large number of passengers were on board. Human
bodies and masses of timber were at once scattered in

every direction. The boat was a complete wreck, and
from her fragments were taken the dead and dying,
mutilated in the most shocking manner. The master of
the boat was blo^^^l a distance of fifty feet into the water.
He escaped with his life, but not without considerable

injury. The cause of this dreadful waste of human life

has not been ascertained.

An attempt was made on the life of General Belza,
President of Bolivia, on the 6th of September, while

walking with Colonel Lagima, President of the Senate,
Don Augustine" Morales, and others, when a student
named Sotomayer fired a pistol, which wounded Belza in

the face. As he fell, another pistol was fired by Morales,
but the ball only slightly grazed him. Some slight

attempt at a revolution appears subsequently to have
been made, but without success. The President of the
Senate was implicated in the conspiracy, condemned to

be shot, and executed on the 13th of September. Morales
and Sotomayer have also been condemned to death.

NAEEATIVE OF LITERATURE AND ART.

'THE question of a possibility of English copyright in books by foreign writers has again been raised in the
-*-

courts, and a decision pronounced in the very teeth of that which was last recorded. Vicc-Chancellor

Knight Bruce has declared that the object of the Act of Amic must have been to promote literature in

general. The Court of Exchequer has declared that the object of the Act could only have been to protect
the rights of British authors exclusively. Between these two decisions a Covirt of En-or will shortly have
to pronounce, when there surely can be little doubt that the strict constraction of the Copyright Act
will be adhered to, and the decision of the Excheqvier affirmed. In such case it will be hardly possible to

avoid the necessity of fresh legislation on the subject, and it is desirable that the opportunity should not

be lost of placing the entire law affecting au author's rights in England on a more satisfactoiy basis than it

rests upon at present.

There have been few books of the higher class among
the publications of the past month. The most pro-
minent have been an excellent translation ofEckermaun's
Conversations with Goethe ; a treatise on the diffusion

of Christianiti/ in Ceylon, by Sir James Emerson

Tennent, with the oppoi'tune and valuable moral that

general education is the only sound basis or preparative
for inteUigent religion ;

a somewhat elaborate dissertation

on the Dynamical Theory of the Earth, by Mr. Tucker
Ritchie ; a republication of Disraeli's Commentaries on

the Reign of Charles the First, revised by the author,
with a preface by his son

;
and a volume of Corre-

spondence of Sir Isaac Newton and Professor Cotes,

curiously illustrative of the philosopher's Ufe and

history.
But Christmas has brought its usual supply (though

somewhat less abundant than in former years) of picto-
rial volumes, and gift-books adapted to the season. The
most rich in point of engravings is Mr. Alaric Watts's

Lyrics of the Heart, which comes nearer to the graphic
wealth of the Stothard and Turner illustrations of

Rogers's poems, than any book which has been published

recently. Another pretty present is Christmas with the

Poets, with woodcuts by Mr. Birkot Foster. Another is

Winged Thoughts, being aseries of illuminated pictures of

birds, by Mr. Owen Jones. The author of"Mary Barton"
has given us The Moorland Cottage, Mr. Thackeray The

Kickleburys on the Rhine, and Mr. Leigh Hunt a volume
of Table-Talk, to promote the good feeling and mirth of

the season ; Mr. Richard Doyle, with the same praise-

worthy purpose, has illustrated afresh the Story of Jack
and the Giants, with very marvelloxis and peculiar

knowledge of the wonders of nursery and fairy land ;

and Mr. Ruskin has had the help of the same ingenious

pencil in setting forth a not less marvellous or

delightful Legend of the King of the Golden River.

To enumerate the mere titles of the pamphlets which
have been suggested by the Papal Aggression, would
more than fiUthe whole of the present sheet. But we
must not omit to record that Doctor Pusey has come
forward with a Letter, vindicating the practice of con-

fession, asserting that whenever it is freely sought he
administers it, that he has done this most extensively,
and that he looks upon the popularity of the practice,
since he moved in it, as the manifest work of God.
The tales called Wnthering Heights and Agnes Grey

have been republished, with a preface by the author of

"Jane Eyre,"in which she avows herself a woman, states

that the names of Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell, were
assumed by three sisters, daughters of a clergyman in

Yorkshire, and that of these she is now herself the only
survivor. The brief narrative of the early ambition

and premature death of Ellis and Acton Bell is a very
sad one. .

The month has produced no dramatic novelty, the

theatres being occupied with preparations for their

Christmas entertainments, produced as usual on "
boxing

night" the 26th, and consisting of burlesque extrava-

ganzas and pantomimes.
Mr. Bartley, after appearing in his old character of

Falstaff before the Queen at Windsor, has repeated it

several times at the Princess's Theatre.

The " Grand National Concerts
"

at Her Majesty^s
Theatre liave been brought to a close, after having, it

is understood, been attended with considerable pecuniary

loss to the body of amateurs by whom they were

carried on.



280 THE HOUSEHOLD NAKEATIVE. [December.

COMMERCIAL RECORD.

BANKRUPTS.
From the Gazette of Nov. 29.—Joseph Curl, East-Winch,

Norfolk, grocer.—TnoHAS Dvsox, Bradford, Yorkshire, linen-

draper.— Morgan Powell Edwards, Tredegar, Monmouth-

shire, linendraper.—Ann Graves, Snaith, Yorkshire, innkeeper.
—William IIarknett, Coiirland-grove, Clapham, and Lavender-

hill, Wandsworth-road, builder. — William Strange, sen.,

Navarino-grove, Dalston, bookseller.—Kouebt John Wallis,

Loughborough, Leicestershire, wiueand spirit merchant.—Chris-

topheb Ware, York, saddler.

Dec. 3. NuMA Berton, Princes-street, Hanover-square, tailor.

—Henry Matthew East, Mark-lane, City, stationer.—John

Firth, Leeds, linen-draper.—J (>iin Gollop, Beaminster, Dorset-

shire, builder.—John Moore, Nottingham, cabinet-maker.—

Richard Northover, Skinner-street, Bishopsgate-street, and

Cheapside, City, lint-manufacturer.—Robert Rising, Frith-

street, Soho, and Lower Berkeley-street, bookseller.—Henry
Smith, Woolwich, Kent, liueudraper.—James Smith, Darlington,

Durham, boot-maker.
Dec. 6. Herbert Tewson Baines, Camden-road, Camden

New Town, liuondraper.
—George Blakey, Lincoln, dealer in

perfumery.—Henry Byshe, Brighton, builder.—James Carter,
Manchester-terrace, Kilbum, builder.-Mary Ann Collinson,

Middle-road, Brixton, milliner.—William Solomon Cowper,
Bishopsg.ate-street without, and New-street, Dorset-square,

grocer.
— Thomas Davey, Liskeard, Cornwall, seedsman. —

John Davies, Kingston, Herefordshire, grocer.—Antonino
GuLSEPPE Gaudiano, and Enrico Cicopiebe St. Clair, Great

St. Helen's, City, merchants.-Richard Green, jun., Brighton,

ironmonger.—Joseph Harper, Ponsonby-place,Vauxhall-bridge-

road, coal-merchant.—William Heygate, Watford, Northamp-

tonshire, and Chardstock, Dorsetshire, brickmaker. — James
JoLLEY and WILLIA5I Jackson, Wigan, Lancashire, acetic acid

manufacturers.—Richard Kaye, Liverpool, butcher.—Frede-

rick Gealr Monserrat, Cheltenham, wine and spirit merchant.

^Samuel Pearse, Topsham, Devonshire, coal-merchant.—
Abraham Protost, Peterborough, linendraper. — William

Stanton, Buckingham, watchmaker.
Dec. 10. Adolph Berend, and Isidore Bloomenthal,

Weymouth-place, New-Kent-road, cigar-merchants.
— John

Palmer Bubnell, Moorgate-street, and Coleman-street, City,

earthenware dealer. — Gerard Burton, Whitechapel-road,

linendraper.
—Edward Caldwell, Manchester,' share-broker.—

Edmund Chadwick, Manchester, starch manufacturer.—John
Curd, Grove-street, Camden Town, cheesemonger.—Nathaniel
John Hone, Reading, Berkshire, common-brewer.—Alexander
Honeyman, Deptford, builder. — James Kite, Crewkerne,

Somersetshire, wine and spirit merchant.—William Simpson,

Manchester, starch manufacturer.—Geosge Mortimer Smith,

Ironbridge, Shropshire, bookseller.

Dec. 13. Simon Bernard, Wai-wick-street, Regent-street,

embroiderer.-William Cou3iNS,Wolverhamptou, Staffordshire,

coach-builder. — Henry Matthew East, Mark-lane, City,

stationer.—Giles Eckebsley, Tyldesley, Lancashire, victualler.

—Chblstopher Grindell and James Grace, Jemiyn-street,
St. James's, licensed victuallers.— Saul Ingamells, March,

Cambridgeshire, machinist.—George Johnstone, Newbury,

Berkshire, publican. — James Letts, Leamington Priors,

Warwickshire, miller.

Dec. 17 George Bonny, Gravesend, licensed victualler.—

George Lea, Upper Belgrave-place, Pimlico, and Nunhead-

lane, I'eckhara-rye, coal-merchant. — Thomas Matthews,
Kenilworth, Warwickshire, licensed victualler.—George May,
Cursitor-street, Chancery-lane, builder.—Samuel Mover, Old-

street, St. Luke's, linendraper.—John Pullen, Powls-place,
Great Ormond-street, lodging-house keeper.—George Steele,
Durham, grocer.

Dec. 20. James Mayhew, Cansdale, Norwich, draper.—
Thomas Evans, Fen Ditton, Cambridgeshire, innkeeper.—
Samuel Jeffbyes, Eltham, Kent, maltster.—William Laycock,

Liverpool, iron merchant.—John Lindsay, Neath, Glamorgan-
shire, grocer.-Septimus Frederick Martyn, Bishop Auckland,

Durham, draper.—Charles Robinson, Liverpool, sail-maker.—

John Vollee, Landport, Hampshire, builder.—Samuel Wil-
lett, sen., Cheltenham, plumber.

Dec. 24. John Barbeb, Eaton Locon, Bedfordshire, builder.
—Henry Hameb, Blackfriars-road, linendraper.

— John Nix

Harlow, Ramsgate, wine merchant.—Charles Marson, New-

market, Cambridgeshire.-George Milton, Elizabeth-terrace,

Livei-pool-road, Islington, contractor.—John Burgoyne Pillin

and George Alfred Pillin, Eeatherstone-buildings, llolborn,
sword-cutlers.

Dec. 27. Frederick Young, North-place, Kingsland-road,
cheesemonger. — William Mitchell and William Binns,

Barusley, Yorkshire, iron-founders.—Joshua Unwin, Bradford,
stutl'-manufacturer. — John Barker, Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
merchant. BANKRUPTCIES ANNULLED.
Nov. 28. .loHN Robert Wright, Leeds, currier.

Dec. 6. Joseph Nye, Milkpoud wharf. Park-road, Old-Kent-

road, machinist.
Dec. 13. William Mayer, Bateman's-row, Shorcditch,

timber merchant.
Dec. 21. Charles Middleton Kernot, West Cowes, Isle of

Wight, chemist.

THE STOCK AND SHARE MARKETS.
City, Dec. 27.

A steadily improving tendencywas manifested in the English
Stock Market at the commencement of the month. A good
many operations, chiefly based upon the more favourable aspect
of Continental politics, were entered into, and the price of Con-
sols went gradually up from 96^ to J, at which it stood on the

29th ult., to 98J, which it reached on the 12th iust. On that

day the dividend of 30s. was taken off the price, making the

quotation 96^ to 97. The market then remained very steady
till yesterday, when the unexpected intelligence of the Bank of

England having raised its rate of discount from 2i to 3 percent,
caused a fall from 97i to 965.. To-day the market leaves off with
a steadier appearance at 96A to j ex. div.

The Railway Share Market has been the scene of great

activity. Very extensive speculations have been entered into,

besides a large genuine business, and prices of all descriptions
have experienced a marked rise. The Bank measure of yester-

day, above referred to, caused a rapid fall in this market also,

but prices to-day are recovering.

STOCKS.
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